Jeremiah
a Prophet Unto the Nations

The Prophet is Sent by God
to Proclaim Judgment

Jeremiah 1:1-3:5
Lesson 1

Trinity Bible Church Sunday School
September 1, 2013



Jeremiah

» The longest book in the Bible — after Psalms

» Nahum, Jeremiah, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Daniel,
Ezekiel, Huldah (non-writing)

» The fall of Jerusalem and Babylonian captivity
» References to Christ (23:5-6; 33:14-17)
» “] appointed you a prophet to the nations” (1:5)

» A New Covenant (Jeremiah 30-33)
» Prophecy and history and personal experience

» Not chronological
» Last chapter = 2 Kings 24:18-25:30




Historical Setting

» Josiah — last righteous king; revival — 31 years

» Jehoahaz (Shallum) — deposed by Egypt in 3 months

» Jehoiakim (Eliakim) — taken to Babylon after 11 years

» Jehoiachin (Jeconiah or Coniah) — 3 months 10 days

» Zedekiah (Matthaniah) — taken to Babylon after 11 years
» Gedaliah — temporary governor — assasinated



Nations

» Assyria and Egypt — Battle of Carchemish 605 B.C.

» Babylon
* 605 B.C. — Daniel and nobility
e 597 B.C. — Ezekiel
* 586 B.C. — Fall of Jerusalem



G258 a00 ars 850 a25 a00 775 750 725 700 B75 B50 B25 GO0 74 550 525 a00
| | | [ | | | | | [ | | [ [ | | | [ [ | [ | | | | [ [ | | |
g : T22B.C
HNBL Menahem
‘ Ela Fbm Zechar\a‘h‘ F;ekaha\h ’
i Jehoash | i
JerebuamIH Baasha O Ahab Jurarr‘ Jehu Jehoahaz) Jeroboam (I ‘_Pykah‘ . QCEpt\v;tg{ﬂJ;;Tnhes
; | Ret
MNadab Zirmri Ahaziah | Shallum Hoshea ::;Tf:,‘,id ;;}ﬁﬂ,ﬁi e Urn
Ahijah Elijah Elisha | 'l_ 520 516
EE ______| _ E
, [(Teda ] [ Jehu iJonah | [Amos Terubbabel —p 7 !
Southern Kingdom: Judah L)
) [ Zecharish |
e st N A ==l 4
Abluam | Queeln Athalllah Amaon Jehoahaz Jehoiachin
' ' Amaziah Ahaz ' Captivity of Judah
Hezekiah i
Rehoboam Asa Hehoshaphat’ﬁloramu ‘ Joash ‘ ’—‘ Uzziah ’m‘mH’—‘ ’_‘ W anasseh H Josiah ) ‘ ) H to Batylon
|
A Z\§h777L777 777777777777 J77 777777777 Jehoiakirg Zedekiah |
Sherraiah | [ Henan [OhadiahiJoel | ___ lsash ] [ Mahum ] L L
T T T Wean T o) ol Ezel
Azariah Jahaziel | Micah | (Zephaniah; | Habiaki g,,,EEELk‘EI
[ eremih
Huldah
Egypt {cont.)
. [ Tihaksh | Psammtichus | Hechn
Fall t
Syria vz,
. 32
ASSy rl a Mineweh fallz
Sargon |1l ¥ o Bahjylonians
| 612
Al | AshurDan Il | Aplzd-nirari || ‘ , |Ashur-nasir—paHl Shalmanessr (1l ‘ X Agdad-nirari |11 | , |Ashur-DanIH| , |T\glam-P\IeserIH| .‘ ! | Sennacherib ‘ X | Ashurbanipal Wiesk kings |
| |
Tt Spamet- Shalmaneser 1V ashur- Shalmanesst Esarhadon B a by I 0 n Dabstan e .
505 | | sz 0P Pe rS I a
Nabopolassarl Mebuchadnezzar ‘ | (E'S\Zﬁggf.)
A Gtte st carchemish Wieak kings Smerdis
|
Cyrus | ‘ Datiuz| ‘ | Herzes ‘
|
Cambyses Battle of A éBame aof
Marathon (490) Salemis (450)
[ | | [ | | [ | [ | [ | [ | | [ [ | [ | | | | | [ | | | | |




520

516

Zerubbabel —» 7

586 B.C.

¢

Arlnon Jehoahaz Jen]oiachin
iah Jotham’J | Anez | Hezekiah ’—‘ Manasseh Josiah | . ﬁcaﬁgvg;;;éﬁdah
_______________ Jehoiaklim Zeldekiah
. Isaish ] [ Nehum | [ Danel
T Wi ) T it [ Ezekel
| _Jeremieh ]

E g y pt (cont.)

. 2 Tithakah Psammetichus | | Necho

y rl a v Fallto
Assyria
732
; Nineveh falls
Sargon Il to Babylonians
\ 612

| | Tigath-piesermi| | | sennacherib | | Ashurbanipal weak kings | |

\ \ |

Ashur- Shalmaneser Esarhaddon a O n
hirari vV Babylon falls
to Persians
605 539
Nabopolassar I Nebuchadnezzar | | (gggﬁgfz”asr) |

]

Persia

IEelhArI



Sea

" Ankara

Mediterranean

35°E

" Black Sea

The Fertile Crescent
Forest

Subtropical woodland
Steppe grassland

Desert grassland

Site of ancient settlement
Modern cities

= :a[JOEN

Modern city on ancient site

SAUDI  Rafha' a o

ARABIA . < Kuwait Bushe L\
0 Miles 200 Pers:a
ST . Gulf

0 Kilometers 300




Jeremiah

» Son of priest from Anathoth — place of exile for family
of Eli (Abiathar).

» 4 phases: Josiah; Jehoiakim; Zedekiah; post fall
» Jeremiah's reaction to his message
» Jeremiah's reaction to his ministry
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Outline of Jeremiah

Jeremiah’s call and commission (1)

Preaching in the days of Josiah (2-20)

Preaching in the days of Jehoiakim and Zedekiah (21-29)
Promise of a New Covenant (30-33)

Preaching in the days of Jehoiakim and Zedekiah (34-38)
The fall of Jerusalem (39)

Preaching after fall of Jerusalem (40-45)

Preaching to the nations (46-51)

The fall of Jerusalem (52)



Preaching in the days of Josiah (2-20)

» The history of the house of Jacob (2:1-3:5)

> A call for revival in the days of Josiah (3:6-6:30)

» The Temple message (7-10)

» The broken Covenant (11)

» Jeremiah laments the prosperity of the wicked (12)

» The ruined loincloth (13:1-15:9)

» Jeremiah's lament answered with hope (15:10-16:21)
» Judah's heart condition (17)

» The lesson of the clay and the broken flask (18-20)



Issues in Jeremiah

» What truth binds this book together?
» The centrality of the New Covenant

> Prophet to the nations but predominantly focused on an event
in Israel’s history

» Total rejection v. restoration

» Elimination of the Davidic throne (22:30) v. survival of
Jehoiachin (23:5-0)

» The Old Covenant v. the New Covenant
» The life of Jeremiah — enemy not prevail . . . death in Egypt



The Prophet is Sent by God
to Proclaim Judgment
Lesson #1

1. The call of Jeremiah (1)
2. The first message (2:1-3:5)



The Words of Jeremiah

» dabar Hebrew — word with meaning and power
» Atypical opening for a prophet

» The Word of the LORD came to him

» “Declares the LORD” x 176



The Word of the LORD came to me #1

» Known before conception
» Consecrated before birth
» Appointed as a prophet

» A prophet to the nations
— God of Israel x 49; LORD of hosts x 71 — together x 3

» Jeremiah protests
> You shall go; You shall speak; | will deliver; fear not



The LORD touched his mouth

» Jeremiah's words are God’s words for this ministry
» Set over nations and kingdoms

» Pluck, up, break down, destroy, overthrow

» Build and plant

» The LORD is a God of wrath

> The LORD is a God of salvation




The Word of the LORD came to me #2

» Almond branch
» “I am watching over my word to perform it”
» A word of salvation



The Word of the LORD came to me — #3

> A boiling pot — about to spill into Israel

> An overwhelming force from the north (39:3)
> Evil of forsaking the LORD

» A command to Jeremiah to get working

» The LORD will fortify him
> A message of wrath




The First Message (2:1-3:5)

» A hopeful beginning (2:1-3)
» They went far from Me (2:4-8)

* Worthlessness

* Not seek the LORD

* Defiled the LORD’S heritage

* Leaders did not seek the LORD - priest, shepherd, prophet

» Two evils (2:9-13)
* Forsake the Fountain of Living Waters
* Hewed out broken cisterns that can hold no water



The slavery of Israel (2:14-22)

» Brought upon yourself (2:14-18)

» Slavery to evil (2:19-22)

» Self-deception (2:23-28)

» Contending with the LORD (2:29-37)



The unsolvable condition of the nation
(3:1-5)

» Deuteronomy 24:1-4 — No option for restoration
» Words cannot cover evil



“. .. to build and to plant.” (1:10)

» [saiah 59:2 “But your iniquities have made a
separation between you and your God and your sins
have hidden his face from you so that he does not
hear.

» Will He be angry forever (3:5)

» The lesson of the almond branch: He will perform
His Word — a Word of salvation.



