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Bible Study Methods
Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth



BIBLE

Prose Poetry

Narrative Didactic Prophetic Psalm Proverb

Legal Epistolary Sermon Prayer Praise
Oracles of Salvation Wisdom

Oracles of Woe

Apocalyptic



Characteristics of Poetry

oTerseness: short lines/sentences
oVivid words: rare/graphic/colorful word
oRhyme/Meter: Lost in translation
oParallelism





NASB



NIV 2011





3 types of parallelism

1. Synonymous parallelism: the thought of the 
second line reinforces the thought of the first line 
by presenting a similar thought.

Hear, my son, your father's instruction
And do not forsake your mother's teaching

Proverbs 1:8



3 types of parallelism

2. Antithetical parallelism: the thought of the 
second line contrasts the thought of the first line 
by presenting its opposite corollary.

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
But the way of the wicked will perish. 

Psalm 1:6



3 types of parallelism

3. Synthetic parallelism: the thought of the second 
line develops, complements, supplements, 
supports, illustrates, or otherwise advances the 
thought of the first line by presenting a thought 
which is somehow related.

I was crying to the LORD with my voice, 
And He answered me from His holy mountain. 

Selah. Psalm 3:4 



Synonymous

The meaning of line #1 The meaning of line #2

The meaning of the unit is found in the overlap



Antithetical

The meaning of line #1 The meaning of line #2



Synthetic

The meaning of line #1 The meaning of line #2










