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Background to Galatians
Paul converts to Christianity (Acts 9)
1st missionary journey (Acts 13-14)

oPaul plants churches in the southern Galatian cities of Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and 
Derbe

Paul visits the Jerusalem Council ~ A.D. 49 (Acts 15:1-35)
oThe Jerusalem Council decided Gentiles did not need to become Jews and follow the 

Mosaic Law to become Christians.
oPaul mentions his trip to the Jerusalem council in Galatians 2:1. Therefore, Paul must 

have written Galatians after the Jerusalem Council. 
oPaul wrote Galatians to counter judaizing false teachers who were undermining the 

central NT doctrine of justification by faith. Ignoring the express decree of the 
Jerusalem Council (Ac 15:23–29), they spread their dangerous teaching that Gentiles 
must first become Jewish proselytes and submit to all the Mosaic law before they 
could become Christians.

Paul visited northern Galatia after the Jerusalem Council (Ac 16:6)
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Paul’s 1st Missionary Journey: 
to Southern Galatia
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Epistle Date Author
James A.D. 44–49 James
Galatians A.D. 49-50 Paul
1 Thessalonians A.D. 51 Paul
2 Thessalonians A.D. 51-52 Paul
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Purpose of Galatians

Paul warns the Galatians not to tolerate any 
addition to the gospel of grace, particularly ritual 
circumcision, because a Gentile following Jesus 

does not need first to become a Jew.
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Paul’s Pre-
Conversion and 
Post-Conversion 

Travels 
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