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Purpose of Galatians

Paul warns the Galatians not to tolerate any 
addition to the gospel of grace, particularly ritual 
circumcision, because a Gentile following Jesus 

does not need first to become a Jew.
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The ‘seed of Abraham’ can refer to 4 different groups

Natural lineage or natural seed
oEvery physical descendant of Jacob, saved and unsaved
oThe Mosaic Law was given to all natural descendants 

regardless of whether or not they were saved
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The ‘seed of Abraham’ can refer to 4 different groups

Spiritual lineage within the natural
oEvery physical descendant of Jacob who believed in God
oRomans 9:6 But it is not as though the word of God has 

failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from 
Israel

oGalatians 6:16 And those who will walk by this rule, 
peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of 
God.

oThe Land promise is given to all believing ethnic Jews
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The ‘seed of Abraham’ can refer to 4 different groups

Every Gentile believer
oCurrent Gentile believers, while called the ‘seed of 

Abraham,’ do not fulfill promises made to numbers 1 or 2.
o Galatians 3:29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are 

Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise.
oGentile believers are Abraham’s seed in the spiritual 

sense only and heirs of the promise given to “all the 
families of the earth.”
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The ‘seed of Abraham’ can refer to 4 different groups

Christ
oGal. 3:16
oChrist does not fulfill #1-3 in such a way as to 

replace/negate physical inheritance
oChrist does not fulfill Genesis 12:7 – Israel will one day 

receive the land
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The fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant is “already/not 
yet.” Gentiles are already receiving covenant blessing. Yet, 
the dimensions of the land promised to Israel await future 
fulfillment. Calling gentiles ‘sons of Abraham’ does not 
reinterpret ‘Israel’ to mean ‘the church.’ It simply means 
gentiles receive some of the covenant blessing.

Identifying Jesus as the ‘seed of Abraham’ is the basis for the 
fulfillment of all Abrahamic blessing.
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