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Intro: This morring we are remembering the resurrection of

Jesus Christ. Actually every Sunday is resurrection
day because the Church meets on Sunday, instead of the Jewish
Sabbath, Saturday, because the early Church met on the first
day of the week: the day of resurrection.

We must also keep in mind that the resvrrection of Christ was
a bodily, physical resurrection., He vas raised from the dead,
never to die again, but He was raised with a body--a olor1f:ed
body, to be sure--but never The less, a body. He showed His
hands and His feet. He ate. Luke, who examined all of the
evidence and talked to the witnesses who saw him, has written,
that "He showed himself alive after His passion by many in-
fallible proofs, beins seen of them forty days, and speaking
of the thines pertaining to the kingdom of God" (Acts i??).

Al1l four Gospel writers sveak of the resurrection of Christ,

riving us the details of that historical event. There are
many ways we could anproach it, and many, many things which
could be said about it, BUT THIS WMORNING I WANT TO CALL YOUR
ATTENTION TO WHAT THE "THO MEN" (John says that they were
two angelg——so they must have been two angels who apneared in
human, visible form) SAID TO THRE WOMEN WHO CAME TO THE TOMB
VERY EARLY OM THRW MORMING OF THE FIRST DAY (OF THE WEEK.

Let me read vv. 4-9 again. Note especially v. 7! The angels
are cuoting what the Lord Jesus had said. We will get to

that in a minute. But risht now I want you to see that the
Lord Jesus Christ had said that He ":wist" be raised from the
dead, This word is often used to describe something in the
Bible which must happen because it has been ordained of God as
a divine app01ntment It is & positive certalntv,_gg absolute
ggggss¢ty it must hapren in order for some objective to be
sccomplished.

This is where I have gotten my subject this morning. THE SON
Or AN HAD TO RISE AGAIN,

Before we ask, Why?, let me call your attention to the title
that our Lord used for Himself: "the Son of man."

If you were to take your Bible and see where this is used, you
would find it in three OT books: the Psalms, Ewzekiel, and
Daniel. Of these, only one is really important in connection
with our text this morning. It is Dan. "7:13, 14:
"I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son
of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the
Ancient of days, and they brousht him near before him,



Mind there wes ~iven him dominion, snd olory, ani a Wingdom,
that all people, nations, and lancuages should serve him;

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass
away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed."

Without any doubt this has to do with the Messiah! Therefore,
the title, Son of man, is a neme for the Messiah.

But, since the Messiah has many names and titles, what is the
reason that He should have this one?

There are actually several reasons, but OFF IS ESPRCIALLY
IMPORTANT: IT INDICATES THAT OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST WAS A REAL
HMAN BEDGH

With only one exception (Acts 7:56) this title of our Lord wes
used onlv by Him for Himself. Stephen is the only one vho is
recorded to have called Him, "the Son of man,"

Matthew uses it 30 times; Mark uses it 13 times; Luke uses it
25 times; John, 12 times--80 times in alll

But notice what this does to our text,

Tt means that He was going to die in His humen body, and also
that He was coing to be raised in His humsn body. "The Son of
men must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and he
crucified." This had already been done. But He must also be
raised apain on the third day. Just as certainly as the first
part had teken place, so it could be expected that the latter

WHY?

There are four reasons I would like to give from the Word of
God itself.

T, T LD 90 DIEE AGATIT TERCAUSE IR SATD I WCUTD,

The angels said, "Remermber how he snolke unto you when he
was vet in Galilee"? This was one of the most amazing
claims that Jesus Christ ever made. Let me read those
recordad in Luke's Gospel:

1) Iuke 9:21, 22,

2) Iuke 18:31-34,

Jesus Christ was not only the Son of man, but He was slso
the Son of God. If He had not been raised from the dead,
it wovld have disproved every claim that He ever mede for
Himself and He would have mone down in history as an
impostor, In fact, you and I would probably never have
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heopd of Hime  DUT DMAANSHE W WAS THD pONSSTAT, TUCLNST HE
WAS THS SON OF MAN, BRCAUSE HE WAS GOD INCARNATE, Hi HiD
TO RISE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD BECAUSE FE SATD HE WOUID.

John, speakins of our Lord in creation, writes, "All things
were made by Him . . " How did He make this universe?

"He spoke, and it was done; he commznded, and it stood
fast" (Psa. 23:9).

If Jesus Christ were the Person He claimed to be, then
everything He predicted had to come to pass——and it did!
ATI CF HIYS AUTHORITY RESTED ON THE FULFTLIMENT CF THIS
PREDICITION,

ISE TS SCRIFIMTES PINDTCLED THLT
OO SCRIPTIRTES .

LT RO RISE ACATI

T WOULD---T1T0 CLD 17

Cf. Luke 24:25-27, L4, L5. TIn both of these verses we
have the Greek word which is translated, must.

Petery, preaching on the Dey of Pentecost in Acts 2, was
emphasizing this very point when he said, speaking of
the Lord Jesus,
"Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of
death, because it was not nossible that he should be
held by it. TFor David speaketh concerning him . . ."
(Acts 2:24, 25)—
and then he quotes from Psalm 16.

His reasoning is this . . . If David, speaking under the
direction of the Spirit of God, predicted the resurrection
of the Messiah, then the Messiah is going to die and He

is roing to be raised from the dead. It is just as simple
AND JUBT AS CERTAIN AT THAT!

When we deal with the 0T, we are dealing with the Word of
God--not the word of men! Therefore, everything predicted
in it will come to pass. IF JESUS CHRIST HAD NOT BFEN
RATSED FROM THE DEAD, THEN THE OLD TESTAMENT WOUID HAVE
DISCREDITED--AND WE WOULD BE JURTIFIED IN FORGETTING ALL
AROUT IT!

But He was raised from the dead—adding to the evidence
that IT IS T*E WCRD CF GCD.

T OTLD 00 W DATUUD FTICH TUE DEAD O UTERD WOULD CEVE DTN

0 0CCPIL.

What is the Gospel? Cf. Luke 2/4:46, A7. UMNotice: "“repen-
tance . . . remission of sins . . . in his name among all
nations.® The resurrection is our suarantee that our sins
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were token avay at the Cross, e "wis Adelivered for cur
offences, and was raised again for onr Justification" (Rom.
4125).

If Jesus Christ were not raised from the dead, we are still
in our sins (1 Cor. 15:17h).

Many more things could he said, but I want to add just one more
—=taken from the hook of Acts which was also written by Luke.
It is this:

TV, 08D T0 L RaTISTD FRC THS DEAD G 18 COULD MeT COME
AGATID A2 PIODTICTED---TIT T100 TICPL 7 TOL0 DD Z00T T oF

AL STLITSTIANS IO TIAVE DITID.
Cf. Acts 1:10, 11.

Paul wrote, "If in this 1ife only we have hope in Christ,
we are of all men most miserable.,® Cf. 1 Cor. 15:19,

If Jesus Christ is not raised, we have no blessed hope!
We can eliminate 1 Thess., 4:13-18 out of our Bibles—-if
He was not raised from the dead.

Concl: But, oh, how wonderful to come back to our text again.
(Read Luke 24:A,7.)

This is not a false hope. This is the only hope that the world
has.

But let me say this in closing: NONE OF THIS WILI, MEAN ANYTHIN
TO YOU UNLESS AWD WUNTIL YOU RECETVE THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AS
YOUR SAVIOR!

Do you know Him? Have you placed your faith in Him? He died
for you, hut He is not your Savior until you have opened your
heart to Him.



