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,IHY DO ,IE fIAVE THE BOOK OF ACTS? 
Introductory Message: Acts 1 : 1 ,  2 

Intro: The only way to answer a question like this is by 
reading and re-reading the book itself • 

There is not just one answer to this question; there are many 
answers -- but some are obviously more important than others. 

The book of Acts is important because it gives us not only the 
only history of the early Church that we have in the Bible, 
but it is � divinely ins ired history! All other Church history 
which has been written except for the fragmentary references 
we have in other books of the NT) must be judged in the light of 
what we have here (i.e., the written records which deal with 
this early period). 

It is in these chapters that we learn about the beginning of 
the Church. We learn here about the work of the Church. ,Ie 
have in these chapters some examples of the preaching that was 
done by the early Church. We see the opposition that the Church 
faced -- its victories, and its defeats. vie see that the diffi­
culties of the Church were internal as well as external. We 
see very clearly that work of the Lord did not stop with the 
death, the resurrection, or even the ascension of Christ --
that it not only continued, but that it grew and expanded until 
it spread through the "hole Roman Empire -- even to Rome itself! 

The book of Acts is a book with valuable instruction, great 
encouragement -- a book that will give us the vision that we 
need for these days in which we live. v!hen Calvin dedicated 
his commentary on the book of Acts to "The Lord Nicolas Radzi­
will, Duke of Olika • • •  of Lithuania" in the year 1560, he 
wrote the follo"ing words: 

So often as we see things tossed to and fro, and, as it 
were, turned topsy-turvy in the "orld, there can no more 
fit and sure prop be found to establish and stay our weak 
consciences, than when as setting before our eyes the 
kingdom of Christ, as it doth now appear, "e consider what 
hath been the nature and method, the estate and condition, 
of the same from the beginning (p. XVii). 

So, "hile it is very true that \fe find some things in the book 
of Acts that did not continue even to the conclusion of that 
bqok with reference to the "orks of God, � � � will 
help � � � � any other 1n 2.1!!'. generation .!2. make � 
that .':ti:. � following 1n � steps of those .!:&2. laid the 
foundation of the ;lOrk in which .':ti:. � engaged 1n � present 
day. 

But, to simply the ans"er to our question, Why 12£ We Have The 
�Q[ Acts?, let me take the factors "hich the Spirit of God 



has mentioned in just the first hlO verses of the book. (Read.) 

I want to call your attention to five things -- � are in verse 
1; three are in verse 2. They have to do with: 
1) Theophilus. 
2) Jesus. 3� The commandments. 
4 The Holy Spirit. 
5 The apostles. 

II1hat can we learn from these that will help us to understand, 
not only the book of Acts, but also the work of the Lord today? 
Let us see. 

First of all, 

I. THEOPHILUS. (Read verse 1.) 

"!hat \�as, "The former treatise"? 

Most of you know that it was (and is) the Gospel according 
1£ Luke. Although the first five books of the NT are 
actually anonymous as far as the text is concerned, there 
never has been any serious question to the claim that Luke 
;ITote both the Gospel which bears his name, and the book of 
Acts. 

One thing is certain: lIfhoever ;ITote the third Gospel also 
;ITote Acts -- and both books, perhaps the longest in the 
NT, were written to just one man: Theophilus! 

For the moment "e do not need to be concerned about "ho 
Theophilus "as, but it is very instructive that the Spirit 
of God "ould address two books of Scripture covering the 
life of Christ and the history of the early Church to just 
one manl 

H0I1 could the Spirit of God have possibly emphasized in any 
greater "ay the importance of instructing every believer 
in the Gospel of God's grace and in the work of God -­

especially when we never hear of Theophilus again after 
Acts 1:1? 

Obviously Theophilus must have used it all, but ho" -- the 
lI10rd of God does not tell us. But we are left with the 
indelible impression that the instruction of every believer 
in the lI10rd of God is extremely important to the Lord. 

If we are overlooking this as far as we are concerned, we 
obviously are grieving the Lord. 

II. JESUS. (Read verses 1, 2a, concentrating on the word, 
"began. It ) 



The "ord "began" clearly indicates that what "began" in 
the Gospel continues in the book of Acts. And it continues 
even though "Jesus" is in heaven! 

So all of the controversy about the name of this book is 
settled in the very first verse of the book. Acts is the 
continuation of Luke, and both of them have to do with the 
works and teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

The first 12 chapters of the book have to do mainly with 
the ministry of Peter, and the last 16 ohapters have to do 
mainly with the ministry of Paul. And much is said in the 
book of Acts about the ministry of the Holy Spirit. But 
the Holy Spirit Himself sets the record straight here in the 
beginning when He causes us to see that the Apostles, the 
early believers, even the Holy Spirit, were all involved in 
what "Jesus" was doing -- that the work is His, and all 
others were entering into that work!!! 

The same applies right down to the present day. Is that 
what you understand about the "ork' of the Lord -- that it is 
the Lord's work, and that you and I are simply entering in 
to ",hat He is doing, and has been doing, from even before 
the foundation of the world. 

The plan for world evangelization was given by "Jesus. " 
The message was given by "Jesus. " The wisdom and power and 
blessing are all given by "Jesus. " And we will only be 
effective as we recognize this and enter into what He is 
doing. The work is His. It is His ",ill that must be done. 
It is His glory that we must seek. It is His message that 
",e must proclaim. Anything else is doomed to failure. 

Let each of us ask the Lord to teach us more and more about 
this, and the effect that it is to have upon our work. 

III. THE COJVlll'IANDMENTS. 

Some of these commandments had to do especially with those 
Apostles (e.g. , the command to tarry until the Holy Spirit 
,ms given to them). But other parts, as to their mission 
and their message, are still binding upon every member of 
the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. That is the reason 
that they are called "commandments. "  They are "command­
ments. " No child of God is excluded. 

How carefully we should read this book -- to see what the 
Apostles did, the priorities they had, the message they 
preached, where there confidence was, and dozens of other 
things! Certainly one reason they have been written down 
is because, if "Te were left to ourselves, we "Tould begin 
to get away from the basic mission we have and we would 
begin to stray away from the basic message we have to 
proclaim. 



Let us read these first hJO verses of Acts until (among 
other things) the word "commandments" is written upon our 
hearts, and we begin to look for those "commandments" so 
that we will have no �uestion as to what they were! 

And remember that they were (and are) "commandments"! 

IV. THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

Here is really an amazing part of the ministry of our Lord. 
Read verse 2 carefully, and notice the relationship which 
our Lord had with the Holy Spirit while He was here on 
earth -- " • • •  after that he (Jesus) through the Holy 
Spirit had given commandments unto the apostles whom he 
(Jesus) had chosen." 

Listen: If the Holy Spirit were this vital to the ministry 
of our Lord Jesus Christ here on earth, CAN HE BE ANYTHING 
LESS TO US? Is it not to our shame that so often we have 
attempted to do the work of the Lord without consciously 
depending, and expressing that dependence, upon the Holy 
Spirit? Do we think that our experience, or our gifts, or 
our training, or our knowledge, are substitutes for the 
Holy Spirit? Do we? Why did the Lord say what He said in 
verse 8 if the pOI'fer and presence of the Spirit of God in 
the work of God were not the one, indispensable factor? 
Can our methods and our attempts to generate excitement 
be the e�uivalent of the pOv18r of the Holy Spirit? Have we 
learned that the only message the Spirit of God blesses is 
Hi s ovm vlord? 

Oh, what a great need there is today for a return to the 
Holy Spirit with all that that involves! No true word of 
God has ever been done, no true awakening has ever occurred, 
unless the Holy Spirit was the One Who brought it all about. 

You will see the need for the Holy Spirit as I come to my last 
point: 

V. THE APOSTLES. 

When you look at this history especially prepared for 
Theophilus, and you see the emphasis on 

Jesus, 
-- the commandments (the Word of God), and 
-- the Holy Spirit, 

you come away with ideas of sufficiency and of the 
Lord accomplishing what He purposes to do. But the 
picture'is different when we look at the Apostles -­

different, it is true, from what they were during our 
Lord's ministry on earth, but still men! And then to 
see that it did not just happen that they were Apostles, 



WHY DO WE HAVE THE BOOK OF ACTS? (5) 

but that they were "the apostles whom he had chosen." 

Look at their names in Acts 1:13. 

And who were 
"Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnames Justus, 

-- "and Matthiasll? 

Think of what some of them had done �- their ignorance, 
their power lessness, their fai lures. Did the Lord not 
know what He was getting when He called them? 

Yes, He knewl And He de liberately did what He did for 
the reasons described, e.g., in 1 Cor. 1:29, 31 -­

that no f lesh would be able to g lory in His presence, 
and, instead, that men might g lory in the Lord Himse1fl 

Conc1: Thus we have the reasons for the Church's blessing, 
and the only reasons that the Church continues to 

exist today. It is our Lord Jesus Christ Who is at work 
by His Spirit through the Word, working through redeemed 
people who would never be sufficient in and of themselves 
for the work that He has called them to do. 

This what Theophi1us was to learned from the book of Acts, 
and this is what we are to learn. The events of the book 
serve to emphasize and i llustrate what Luke wrote at the 
very beginning. 

It makes no difference how weak the Lord's servants may be, 
if they realize that the Lord is the One Who does the work, 
that He honors the obedience of His people (preaching His 
Word, and doing His wil l), and that the Holy Spirit is the 
One Who empowers us to be both faithful and diligent. 
Under these conditions, and these alone, will we see the 
blessing of God. 



2.F. 

Tv/O EXTREI"lELY IMPORTANT Q,UESTIONS 

Scripture Reading: Selected passages from the Book of Acts: 
Acts 1:1-8; 2:29-47; 8:1-4. 

Intra: We believe that the Lord is leading us to establish a 
new church. This means that we believe that in estab­

lishing this church, we are involved in a work that the Lord is 
doing. If this is true (and "re believe that it is) , then it is 
important to know 
1) What we are doing, 
and 
2) lJ1hy. 

Let me take up this second point first by asking the question, 

1. WHY ARE WE ESTABLISHING A NEW CHURCH IN 'J'HE PORTLAN1l AREA? 

It is important for us to understand this not just so we 
can ans;rer outsiders who ask us, but so we "ill have a clear 
idea of the reason for our existence as a church. After all, 
there are hundreds of churches in the Portland area. Most 
of you have driven many miles to come here this morning. 
We all have churches closer to our homes than this place is. 
"'hy have we come here? AND, if we are right in saying that 
this is what the Lord is dOing, why is He doing it? 

Our answer to this �uestion is dependent to a great extent 
upon our kno;rledge of the Word of God and the revelation 
that God has given us there of the nature and purpose and 
;rork of the Church. I am going to deal ;rith that more in 
�ection with the second question I have for you this 
morning. But, just no", let us look at ;rhat has taken place 
in the professing Church today. 

Look at the preaching that is being done in churches through­
out our countrJ -- even "here people profess to believe that 
the Bible is the Word of God. Note ho;r we are doing every­
thing ;re can to make our messages pleasing to men. Even in 
the preaching of the Gospel you can see that the Church has 
toned do"m its preaching against sin and its call for "all 
men every "here to repent" (Acts 17:30) . We hear practically 
nothing about the righteousness of God, and that a day of 
judgment is coming. Instead ;re find in many places, too 
many, all of the methods employed by the world to get people 
to make some kind of a decision for Christ so that they can 
be happier, or so they ,.,ill be able to get "hat they want, 
or so they can become ;rhat they have al;rays ;ranted to be. 
The "ays of the ;rorld in every area have infiltrated the 
Church -- in the Church's music, in the Church's finances, 
in our attempt to be unoffensive "ith our messages, in the 
lack of holiness among professing Christians, so that the 



trouble that Christians have had in earlier periods of 
Church hj.story is trouble that we knO"f nothing about because 
the world looks upon the Church as a friend! We have for­
gotten that James once l;rote in the Scriptures, 

"Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is emnity with God?" (James 
4:4a). 

'Nhat has happened in the twentieth century Church? The 
emphasis has become so man-centered that it seems like a 
man is teaching heresy if he mentions the sovereignty of 
God. Man has taken over the Lord's work. \Ve have been 
made to believe that God ol"es us ",hat ever blessings He 
might have for us, and then that He has to plead and coax 
and \'fait until we make up our minds that we are ready for 
Him to do for us what He has been hoping that He could do. 
We y,nO;f practically nothing of the greatness of God, of 
His holiness, of His \'frath. Our vie",s of His love are so 
distorted that they bear little resemblance to the marvelous 
revelation that God has given in His 1-lord. 

The Church of the T;fentieth Century is in deep trouble -­
and yet it seems that very fe", recognize that things are 
drastically I<rong. \Ve have our great evangelistic crusades 
with hundreds, sometimes thousands of professions of faith, 
but thirty days later you look in vain to find hardly any 
of them. Churches remain the same after spending hours of 
work and giving thousands of dollars. How different this 
is from the spiritual awakenings of the past! \{hat is ",rong? 

This is what is I<rong: It is popular today for the ministry 
of the Church to be man-centered, but the blessing of God 
"'ill not be restored until it once again becomes GOD-center­
ed! We need once again to realize our dependence upon God, 
our unworthiness of God and of even the least of His bless­
ings. \Ve need to see that without Christ ;fe can do nothing! 
He need to realize that men will always despise and reject 
the Word of God because their hearts are held in bondage to 
their sin and to Satan, and that only God can work in us to 
;fill and to do of His good pleasure. \Ve need to seek first 
of all, not the approval of men, but the glory of God! AND, 
UNLESS I AM MISINTERPRETING WHAT IS TAKING PLACE IN OUR DAY, 
I BELIEVE THAT THE LORJ) IS RAISING UP \{ORKS JUST LIKE OURS 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF Cft�LING HIS PEOPLE BACK TO HIMSELF, BACK 
TO THE DESIRE FOR HIS GLORY, AND BACK TO THE RECOGNITION OF 
HIS PURPOSES 1-ffiICH HE HAS ESTABLISHED FROM ALL ETERNITY! 
\{e are a part of what God is doing. The Church needs 
revival! And it seems that God is in the process of bring­
ine all of this about. Ho", it should humble us! Ho", it 
should drive us to our knees! How it should turn us to the 
Lord and to His Word so that we might learn how it is that 
God works, that we might work with Him! 



'rhus, "'8 can believe that God is ralslng up a ne", ",ork 
this Church -- and ",e believe that He has led us to call it 
the TRINITY BIBLE CHURCH • • • 

-- TRINITY, because our mission is to proclaim the 
glory of the Triune God Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

-- BIBLE, because it is in the Word of God that ",e have 
the truth that God ",ants us to kno"" to believE 
to live, and to proclaim. We have a charge to

' 

proclaim the "hole counsel of God, the great 
doctrines of God matchless, distinguishing 
grace. 

CHURCH, because ",e are called out members of Christ's 
Body. We look to Him as our Head, not to any 
man, or group of men. Not to any organiza­
tion. 've are His people, just sinners saved 
by grace, banded together by the Holy Spirit, 
set apart from the ",orld, and yet commissioned 
to carry the Gospel to all the "orld. 

I believe "'ith all of my heart that God is ",orking among His 
people today to bring us back to recognize His authority and 
to do His ",ill, This is ",hat I am interested in because God 
has been ",orking in my heart to bring me to this place. And 
I ask you in the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit to join me in our God-given mission in this 
crucial hour of the ",orld's history. 

A ne", church? The only ,ray ",e can justify our existence is 
by realizing that God is raising us up as a part of ",hat He 
is doing to bring the Church back to the place in the pur­
pose of God ",here she belongs! 

But no", let us ask, HOW ARE lVE GOING TO DO IT? Or to state the 
question in the light of the fact that we are beginning the study 
of the Book of Acts this morning, 

II. vrlfY ARE lVE GOING TO STUDY THE BOOK OF ACTS? 

Before I give you some ans",ers from the Book of Acts, let me 
give you a quotation from John Calvin. In his day the 
trouble was "'ith the Catholic church; in our day it is in 
our evangelical churches ",here supposedly we stand for the 
Word of God, but ,.,here VIe seem to be more concerned about 
numerical groVIth than ",e are about the proclamation of the 
truth. Listen to "hat Calvin ,rrote in his dedicatory section 
�o his commentary on Adts: 

So often as ",e see things tossed to and fro, and, as it 
were, turned topsy-turvy in the "orld, there can no 
more fit and sure prop be found to establish and stay 
our ",ealc consciences, than "'hen as setting before our 
eyes the kingdom of Christ, as it doth nO\., appear, 
we consider "'hat hath been the estate and condition 



of the same from the beginning. 

And then he goes on to say what he has in mind when he 
speaks of the kingdom of Christ. Listen! 

When I;e speak of the kingdom of Christ, we must respect 
two things; the doctrine of the gospel, whereby Christ 
doth gather unto himself a church, and whereby he 
governeth the same, being gathered together; secondly, 
the society of the godly, who being coupled together 
by the sincere faith of the gospel, are truly 
accounted the people of God. (Cf. p. Xvii. ) 

Do you see what his two main concerns are? First the Gospel, 
and then the Church. And Calvin goes on to say that if you 
I;ant to knol; the Gospel that the early Church preached and 
"lhat the early Church I</aS and did, then we must read this 
whole Book of Acts! No book on Church History is as reli­
able as this Book! It is true in every detail to what 
actually happened in those early days. 1£ � did not have 
this Book, � would !2£! know � � Church began, .!l.S!: how 
� Apostles preached, .!l.S!: what the difficulties � which 
they had 12. face, .!l.S!: the blessing � Q£i � pleased to 
p;ive them, .!l.S!: many other things that God wants 2:l§. to !£!£J:!. 
and which � should desire to know �� follow the Lord in 
establishing this .'::!£.:£ls to His praise and to His glory! 

But, let me be a little more specific! Let me point out 
some of the things which are coming in the Book of Acts 
which we need to pay particular attention to in getting the 
message of the Book. 

A. Their dependence upon the Holy Spirit. 

This was such a strong point in the early Church that 
many commentators feel that this Book should really be 
called, The Acts .£f. the Holy Spirit. 

Note what the Lord said in Acts 1:4, 5, and then in verse 8 in connection with the Holy Spirit. See what the Holy 
Spirit did in Acts 2, and how Peter even quoted from 
Joel's prophecy about the work of the Spirit, and how 
Peter even promised "the gift of the Holy Spirit" (in v. 
38) to those who would "repent, and be baptized. " And 
this was only the beginning. 

Take the references to the Holy Spirit out of this Book 
and you completely change its character. The Holy Spirit 
",as leading; the Apostles ,;ere follm,ing. The Holy 
Spirit ",as doing the ",ork: the Apostles and the early 
Christians were the instruments that He was using. 
Today how different it is. The Church either gets taken 
up in all kinds of fanaticism, or we take the lead hoping 
that the Holy Spirit "ill go along with us in what we 
want to do. 



Oh, hOH we need the Book of Acts to ShOH us the place 
that the Spirit of God had in the early Church so we 
will know the place that He should have, that He must 
have, that He will have tod�y! 

But let us look at another thing. 

B. The preaching that was done in the early Church. 

But 

C. 

Acts 2 is a good example, but their are many other 
messages recorded in the Book. 

Note the content of their preaching -- especially how 
they spoke of the Lord Jesus Christ, of His death and 
His resurrection; how they related Him and His work to 
some of the great prophecies of the Old Testament, show­
ing that this had all been in accordance with God's plan 
and God's purpose for the salvation of men; how Christ 
and only Christ was proclaimed as the sinner's only hope 
of forgiveness . .:Doc.-t:: r·"'· .... e..... W�S e)(t;re.."",e..\'1' iYV\�or\::.a.n \::' A::.o....t\--.e..... 
e..a."\y C�v..Yc.\-... -r",e Pr�o�\e.s We..,-e.. Y\CI-t: e...,....x..e..,.�a.\"'e:f .. s.i -t..�e.'i we� k: �&cl-\e ... �\ 
Much more could be said. Acts is the greatest book ever 
written to teach us how to preach and how to witness to 
the vlOrld. 

Be sure to note also the boldness that they manifested. 
There is a great deal of encouragement for us in learning 
about the solid, strong, and yet compassionate preaching 
of the Apostles. 

let me point out another thing: 

The results that the early Church saw. 

And let me point this out in two ways: 

1 • The numbers of people who were saved. 

2. Who some of the people were who were saved. 

With regard to the first, note that there were less 
people in the upper room in Jerusalem than there are 
here this morning, and yet when Peter finished preaching 
in Acts 2 there Here 3, 000 people who were saved. See 
Acts 2:41. And to complicate things look at the last 
verse (47) of Acts 2, and see what the Lord kept doing 
every day! 

What would we do if the Lord chose to work in a similar 
'.fay with us? Did you ever think of that? 

But ,;ith regard to the second point, Le. , who were 
saved, what is more encouraging than to read about what 
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happened to Saul of Tarsus in Acts 9? The Greatest 
enemy of the early Church, by his own confession -- the 
chief of sinners, vias saved, and he became the Apostle 
of Jesus Christ to the Gentile "arId! Surely there is 
proof in this that there is nothing that is impossible 
"ith God! 

I must hasten on, but let me mention just briefly 

D. The opposition which the early Church faced. 

. . . 

Think of Stephen, and think of James, and remember that 
many died for the sake of the Gospel. Think of those 
who were driven from their homes. Think of Paul "ho "as 
stoned. 

Some of the Church t s trouble came from ,Ii thin. 

NO;lhere does the Book of Acts even remotely suggest that 
those who serve the Lord are going to have an easy hme! 
We can ahlays be joyful, and fruitful, but not necessar­
ily comfortable! 

Are ;Ie ready for this? 

And this is one of the reasons that you find also that in 
the early Church there was • • 

E. A strong emphasis on prayer. 

This is one point "here the Church is very "eak today. 
VIe are so sure of our methods and so confident of what 
our money 1,ill enable us to do that vie do not pray like 
the early Church did. Consequently He lack the pOHer 
which the early Church had. There is much about prayer 
in the Book of Acts. 

Finally, \Ve learn from the Book of Acts that 

F. The Church \Vas seeing the unfolding of God's divinely 
ordained plan. 

Please turn to Acts 13;48. The Lord Jesus spoke of this. 
Paul and Peter ��d John in the NT all have ;ITitten about 
this. It is OT truth as \VeIl as NT truth. And yet \Ve 
hardly ever hear of it today -- a truth \Vhich is so 
extremely important because of the glory that it gives 
to God and the confidence it gives to the Church that 
our labor ",ill not be in vain. (Read. ) 

Turn also to Acts 1 8:9, 1 0  -- the Lord's encouragement 
to Paul in Corinth \Vhen things \Vere getting rough. 



(Head.) This is our assurance also concerninG our 
ministry throughout the Portland area -- God has a 
people ,·rho have not yet been reached, eternally chosen 
for salvation, who must be reached, who must hear the 
Gospel, and ,rho will most certainly be saved! The Lord 
kno"rs who they are, and where they are. 'vIe do not. That 
is \1hy ",e go to everyone. But ",e go, not "'ith our con­
fidence in ourselves, nor \1ith the idea that lore are the 
ones ",ho set the pettern for the Lord's ",ork, but that 
,.,e are doing His ",ill, and that we \1ill see the unfold­
ing of His marvelous \Vork in the proclamation of the 
Gospel. 

Concl: We \ViII be talking about all of these things more in 
detail as \Ve go through the Book, but I am seeking "'ith 

the blessing of God to ,·rhet your appetite this morning. Pray 
that your heart \ViII be open to "'hat ",e have in this Book. 
Pray that ",e \ViII learn from the Apostles and the early Church, 
and then follO\or in their footsteps that we might see in our day 
a mighty moving of the Spirit of God, not necessarily as they 
Sal., it, but in the ,.,ay the Lord chooses to deal \Vith us! 

One final \Vord: I·Then \Ve see the kind of people the Lord used in 
the days described in the Book of Acts, you see that there is 
hope that He can and \1ill use even people like ",e are -- not 
because that is \Vhat He has to do, but because He has chosen to 
\Vork through those ",ho are no better than ",e are so that all of 
glory and praise can be His! 



IN PRSPARATION FOR THE HOLY SPIRI'l' 
Acts 1:1-14 

Intro: It would be difficult to find a passage which has more 
references to vitally important truth than this passage 

has! 

For 
1 ) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

example, notice what it has to say about our Lord: 
In the use of the Name, "Jesus," ",hich is found 3 times in 
the first 14 verses (vv. 1, 11, 14), \1e have clear evidence 
of the humanity of � 1.£E£.. 
In the \;ords, "to do," in v. 1 we have a reference to His 
works. 
In the same verse Lu1<e writes about His teaching. And 'de 
could add to that all of the references to our Lord's 
teaching in this passage. 
v. 3 speaks of "his passion," which points to the sufferings 
and death of our Lord. 
In v. 3 also we-read that "he shewed himself alive," which 
not only refers to His resurrection, a unique resurrection 
in the sense that He could never die again, but it also 
is used as evidence throughout the remainder of the NT of 
� Lord's Deity. 
The ascension of Christ is prominent in vv. 2, 10, 11. 
Right here, asthe Apostles \;atched, the Lord Jesus "was 
taken up," or, as it is stated in v. 10, "he went up." 
Finally, with reference to our Lord, v. 11 gives us the 
promise of His return. 

We might add to all of this the clear implication in v. 1 that�� 
the Gospel of Luke is the record of "all that Jesus began both • 
to do and teach," this Book of Acts is the record of all that He 
continued to do through His people by the power of the Holy 
Spirit even though He was in heaven! 

But this is not all! 

Notice that all Three Persons of the Godhead are mentioned in 
this passage: The Son, The Father, The Holy Spirit. And we 
even have the appearance of angels in vv. 10, 11. Cf. Luke 
24:23. It is because of this emphasis in Scripture that we call 
ourselves the Trinity Bible Church. We worship the Triune God, 
;Ie seek the glory of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 

But even this is not all. Look at the emphasis in this passage 
on the people of God. You have here the nucleus of the early 
Church. A question is raised about Israel. And you have 11  
Apostles mentioned in v. 13. 

And yet there is still more. 

V. 8 not only gives us one I<ay in which I<e can outline the Book 
of Acts, showing hOI< the Gospel spread in these early days, but 



this is one versG Hhich Gives us the Biblical basis for missions! 
vie can see in Acts: 213� The ministry in Jerusalem in the first 7 chapters. 

The ministry in Judea and Samaria in chapters 8-12. 
The rest of the Book tells of the ministry through the 
Roman Empire. 

But we must not overlook the emphasis upon the sove�eignty 2f 
the Members of � Godhead. 
� The Father had given a promise. 
2) The Lord Jesus is here telling the disciples ,fhat to do in 

relation to that promise. He had also "chosen" them. 
3) The teaching of the Lord clearly indicates that it would be 

meaningless and fruitless for the disciples to try to do 
their ,,,ork until the po,fer of the Holy Spirit was upon them. 

You get the strong impression from this passage that ,,,e are on 
the threshhold in this passage of seeing ,,,hat the Godhead is 
going to do! 

Finally (although there may be more), you have the two main 
things that 'dere prominent in the life and ministry of the 
Apostles and the early Church: � Word of God, and prayer. 

So we have here a very rich and important passage. 

But nm, let me take up some of the details of this passage 1) as they relate to the Book of Acts itself, and the ministry 
of the early Church, and also 2) as they relate to us and our ministry today. 

There are several things \Vhieh are tremendously important. 

I. TIlE MINISTRY ABOUT TO BE DESCRIBED (and \Vhich continues to 
the present time) IS THE CONTINUING MINISTRY OF THE LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. See v. 1. 

What dignity this gives to our \Vork! This sets it apart 
from all other "fork that is being done in the \Vorld. This 
gives us assurance that the Hork Hill actually be accomplish­
ed! 

The last verse of Mark's Gospel tells us \Vhat \Vas going on. 
After Christ ascended, Mark tells us that this is ,,,hat 
happened: 

"And they (the eleven) \Vent forth, and preached every 
Hhere, the Lord \Vorking ,,,i th them, and confirming the 
Hord \Vith signs follo\Ving. Amen. " 

The ,;ord, "began," in v. 1 of our text not only points to the 
beginning of this ;fOrk in the earthly ministry of Christ, 
but also to the fact that our Lord did Horks and engaged in 
teaching that \Vas different from anything that had gone on 
before. 



HO'd this oUGht to encouI'age us in OUT ,;ark! Actually it is 
not OUI' \'lark; it is the Lord's. And He ;rill stand \'lith us. 
He will strengthen us, and guide us. He "orks in us and 
through us to His own glory and to the accomplishment of 
His ;rill. Cf. Natt. 28: 20; Phil. 2: 12, 13. 

But look ;rith me at another thing in this passage: 

II. THE THINGS ImICH THE LOR]) SPOKE ABOUT. 

I am thinking of t\'lO statements here -- one in v. 2, and 
the second in v. 3. 
1) In v. 2, "after that he through the Holy Spirit had 

given commandments unto the apostles ;rhom he had chosen,' 
"!hat "commandments" did He give them? 

2) In v. 3, "speaking of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God. " \fuat does this mean? 

The t110 statements sUI'ely have to be related. 

Let us take Peter's O1<m explanation given later in Acts 10: 
39-43 \'lhen he ;ras preaching to Gentiles in the home of 
Cornelius. (Read. ) 

So from Peter ;re read that those "commandments" and those 
"things pertaining to the kingdom of God" had to do \'lith 
the message they ;rere to preach, the Gospel, and ;rhere it 
;ras to be preached -- to all�, even to Gentiles! 

There "as probably no more significant time of teaching in 
the ;rhole earthly ministry of Christ than that "hich He 
did in these "forty days"! H01·r carefully He must have 
explained the Gospel -- all of the great themes of Scrip­
ture. It is here that "e find the Lord molding and shaping 
the preaching of the Apostles Hhich we have the record of 
from Acts 2 on. Ho;r wonderful it Hould have been to have 
heard the Lord at this time! 

But I must go on. The third thing I ;rant you to see is 

III. THE HEVELATION ,IHICH THE LOR]) MADE OF HINSELF. 

See it in v. 3: "To Hhom also he shewed himself alive after 
his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them 
forty days. " 

\,e lmoH some of the things that He did. 

It I,as not a single appearance just to one person, but. it 
Has many appearances to many people (see 1 Cor. 15) over a 
period of 40 days! CONSEQUENTLY THERE VIAS ONE CERTAIN SOUND 
THAT IS HE.Alill THROUGHOUT THE MESSAGES OF THE BOOK OF ACTS. 
IT IS THIS: THE BODILY RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST. Cf. , 
e. g. , Acts 2:22-24 ff. 
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iLY1d may I remind ;;rou that it '.'!C\,s "rhile Peter \.,0.8 declarinG 
the death and resurrection of Christ that, in Acts 10, "the 
Holy Spirit fell on all them which heard the word"! Cf. 
Acts 10: 44. AND 'rHIS IS THE VERY SAME WAY THAT THE BLESSING 
OF GOD 'dILL COME UPON US TODAY -- ':!HEN ,IE PREACH THE GOSPEL 
,IHICH THE APOSTLES PREACHED ANTI BOLDLY DECLARE THAT CHRIST 
IS RAISED FROM THE DEAJl! 

But look nm< with me at a fourth point: 

IV. THE INSTRUCTION THAT THE APOSTLES lVERE GIVEN TO "WAIT." 

See v. 4. 

The ;Tai ting of the Apostles had to do with special circum­
stances, i.e., the advent of the Holy Spirit, but there 
are truths here ;Thich also have their application to us. 

A. It suggests that the Lord has His own time for working. 

B. It shows how
' 

indispensable the ;/Ork of the Holy Spirit 
is. 

c. From many passages of Scripture "Ie are taught that 
there are times 1<hen 1<aiting is the 1<ill of God, not 
working. 

In fact, ,,,aiting usually precedes all effective 1<ork. 
Cf. Isa. 40: 31. 

We now possess the Holy Spirit, but is the power of the 
Spirit upon us? Are we grieving the Holy Spirit by the sin 
that is our lives, or are 1<e 1<alking in the Spirit? Do we 
kno1< what it is to be filled with the Holy Spirit? 

Listen: Even our preaching of the 1'lord will be fruitless 
unless the Spirit of God is upon us with pm{er, blessing 
our ,;i tness to those 1<ho hear the Gospel from us! Let us 
confess and forsake our sins, asking God to search us and 
to cleanse us that He might be fit vessels for His use. 

But ,;e also have in this passage, at the very outset of the 
Apostles' minist�J 

V. A REBUKE. 

See vv. 6, 7. 

How important i t  i s  for us to learn that ;,e are limited to 
the Hord of God, and that it is sinful for us to try to go 
beyond that 1;1ord! The Lord did not say that their question 
Has wrong, nor that He would not restore the Kingdom to 
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Israel.. He stmply said, lilt is not for you to kno\,;, " 

We are responsible to know what the Lord has revealed (and 
we have our hands full with that), but \ole must not seek to 
knOH 'Iha t God has not revealed. The more He do, says one 
commentator, the more \ole tend to neglect the 'dork that God 
has given us to do, and, ,Ie might add, to neglect and dis­
tort the Word of God also. 

Be,Tare of men \;ho seek to be overly specific about the 
prophecies of Scripture! 

Last of all (although there are many other things that could be 
said about this passage ), note 

VI. THE EMPHASIS ON PRAYER. See v. 14. 

IVhat were they praying about? 

The same thing that the Lord had prayed about in John 14:16, 
"And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide Hith you for 
ever. II 

This was "the promise of the Father"! 

But do \;e pray for the things that He has promised? 
Certainly ,Ie do! In fact, this is the only way \;e can know 
that He are praying as He should. Cf. 1 John 5:14, 15. 
God's 'Iill is revealed in His Word, and this is the reason 
that the Word of God and praJ'er have to be kept together. 

As someone has said (and I don't knoH Hho it was), "The 
promise is the parent of prayer." 

One of the greatest lessons of the Book of Acts is that 
there is no blessing Hithout real prayer, much prayer. God 
gives the promise, and He claim it by prayer -- 'daiting and 
praying! 

Concl: Thus, \;e have here in Acts 1 not only the basic truths 
for the blessing He read about in this Book of Acts, 

but \;8 have the basic truths for us to kno;1 and to act upon if 
;Ie are to see God's blessing today. God is at work. He Horks 
through His people. But His people must proclaim the true 
Gospel of His grace. They must be Spirit-filled and Spirit­
empoHered. They must be a praying people. They must be people 
united by the Spirit of God, concerned about only one thing: 
the clory of God, and the elory of His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. If these things are as they should be, the Horld Hill 
be evangelized, and we ,;ill have a part in seeing the Lord 
claim the people that He as chosen and \-Ihom He is calling to 
Himself. Nay God crant that He Hill see this in the days to 
come. 
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'l'liE IlEGH,,'ill'iG uE' THE CHUHCH 
Ac t s  2:1-13 

Intra: If we were t o  make a list of the most important 
chapters of the Bible , Acts 2 would have to be on 

that list . The reason is thi s :  Here God is doing some­
thing whi ch had never been done b e fore , a work ordained 
from all eternity , and , like so many of the works of God , 
a work that would endure for all eternity!  

What was that work? I t  was the beginning of the Chur c h ,  
the body o f  Christ. 

Now , not all of the Lord ' s  pe ople believe that the Church 
began here . Some b e lieve that it b egan in the OT, as far 
back as Abraham . Others believe that it began later -­
when Peter went for the first t ime to the Gentile s , or even 
when Paul began his ministry as the Apostle t o  the Gentile s .  
But I want t o  show you why I believe i t  began her e .  

Let m e  b e  as c lear a s  I possibly can .  

When I say that the Church began here , I d o  not mean that 
the Gospel of the grace of God b egan here . I do not mean 
for a moment that Abraham was saved in a different way. 
There is only one way of salvation , and there never will b e  
but one way . OT salvation i s  identical with NT salvation ; 
it i s  always through Christ , always by faith . Let us b e  
clear on that ! 

But it i s  obvious as we c ome t o  Ac t s  2 that God i s  doing a 
new thing. And this new thing has to do Vii th the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit ,  � ,lOrk which' i s  not � mentioned in 
this chapter. I t  is mentioned in Acts 1:5, and it i s  men­
tioned in all four of the Gospels: Mat t .  3:11; Mark 1:8; 
Luke 3:16; John 1:33. I t  i s  mentioned again in Ac t s  11:16 
where Peter relates it t o  what happened t o  the Gentiles as 
he was preaching to them in the house of C orneliu s ,  linking 
it with what happened to the Jews in Ac ts 2. The bapti sm 
of the Holy Spirit i s  never mentioned in the OT,  and there 
is never any indication that this work of the Holy Spirit 
was done b e fore Acts 2. That i s  one reason we need t o  note 
c arefully what our Lord said in Ac t s  1:5, 

"For John truly baptize" with I'/a ter; but ye shall be 
bapt ized with the Holy Spirit not many days henc e . "  

And I d o  not know o f  any c ommentator , regardless o f  what he 
believe s about the baptism o f  the Holy Spirit , who denies 
that this bapti sm t ook place in Ac t s  2, on that day of 
Pentecost -- and I might add: I t  i s  the first instanc e 
that we have of the bapt i sm of the Holy Spirit in all of 
,scripture. 

',Ihy is this so important'! 



'-.e t u s  think for just a moment ab out 

1. THE BAPTISh OF THE HOLY SPIRI'I'. 

.• cCs 2:1-1j (c) 

I ,mnt t o  point out three things about i t .  

A. The re c�n b e  no Church without the bapti sm of  the 
Holy ;;piri t .  

C f .  1 C or .  12 : 13 where Paul explains t o  u s  the 
reason for the bapti sm of the Spirit . 'l'here fore , 
we cannot say that the Church , the b ody o f  Chri st , 
existed in the OT , or even in the Gospels during 
the life of Christ , unle ss we can show that pe ople 
in those times were bapt ized by the Spiri t .  We 
cannot produc e d  in Scripture a single instanc e 
where people were baptize d  with the Holy Spiri.t 
prior to Ac t s  2. Thus , this has to be the plac e 
where the Church began . 

A second point about the bapti sm of the Holy Spirit : 

B .  The bapt i sm o f  the Holy Spirit is not the same as 
the filling of the Holy Spirit. 

This is where our Pentecostal friends go wrong . 

As far back as B e zale el and Aholiab , the men who 
directed in the building o f  the Tabernac le , the 
pe ople of God were filled with the Holy Spir i t .  
John the Baptist was filled with the Holy Spirit . 
And we are c ommanded even t oday t o  be filled with 
the Holy Spirit . The believers on the Day of 
Pentec ost were filled with the Holy Spirit . See 
Ac t s  2 : 4 .  The filling o f  the Spirit has t o  do with 
our experienc e and with our ministr y .  It can be 
repeat e d .  But the bapti sm o f  the Spirit is a onc e ­
for-all work in the case o f  every child o f  God 
since this day o f  Pentecost in Acts 2 and has t o  do, 
not with our experienc e , but with our position in 
the body o f  Christ.  

And this leads t o  the last point that I want t o  make , 
the reason why Ide do not read o f  the bapt ism o f  the 
Holy Spirit in Acts 2 even though it is evident from 
Ac t s  1 : 5  that it took plac e in Ac t s  2 for the first 
t ime in all o f  God ' s  dealings with men. 

C. The work o f  the bapti sm o f  the Spirit i s  an inner , 
sove reign \'Jork o f  the Spirit which we know about , 
not bec ause we kno w when it happened , but because 
we are taught that it happened by Scripture . 
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I s  this not true of the indwelling presence of the 
Holy Spirit? Is this not true of b e ing sealed with 
the Holy Spirit? Is it not even true o f  the regene­
rating ,lOrk of the Spirit in many instanc es '! vie 
know that these works have taken place in our lives 
because they are taught in Scripture as b e ing the 
port ion of every child of God at this time . 

And so this i s  why you do not have it spoken o f  as 
an experienc e in Ac t s  2. It is not the same as the 
filling , and we can say that because of the teaching 
about these two works in the N T. 

That i s  all I will say about the unique charac ter of 
the Church now, but let me suggest that you read Ephe­
sian s ,  chapter 3 ,  t o  see that the Church was something 
God had planned on frow all eternity,  but that it was 
not in existence until the Spirit of God began t o  
baptize believers. 

I have been discussing the unseen work that was done on 
that day; now I want t o  spend the rest o f  the time talking 
about the � work , i . e . , the work that is described in 
our text -- the work that c ould be seen. --- ---- ---- --

II . THE MANNER IN WHICH THE CHURCH BEGAN . 

Every part o f  our passage i s  filled with spe c ial signi­
ficance in c onne c tion with this new work which the 
Lord was doing. 

Note first of all :  

A. The c ircumstanc e s  ( Ac t s  2:1). 

Two things need to b e  noticed.  

1. The time : the dJy o f  Pentecost . 

Thi s  immediately t i e s  this event with that very 
important feast under the Law when , 50 days 
after the Feast of First fruit s  there was an 
holy c onvocation with appropriate sacrifices t o  
c e lebrate the c ompletion of their harve st . 

'rhu s ,  not only does this N T  Pentecost help us 
to understand the spiritual signi ficance of the 
o'r Pentecost , but the OT Pentecost helps us t o  
understand what God was beginning t o  d o  here . 
It introduc e s  � spiritual harve st -- a harvest 
which was even greater than anyt�ing that took 
place during the ministry of' our Lord! 
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2. The relationship of the believers to e uc h  
ot.her; IIThey were all with one acc ord in one 
plac e . "  

Note e spec ially the words , "with one ac c ord . "  
This was the result of what the Lord did in 
Ac t s  1 .  I t  was the work o f  God . It was an 
answer to the Lord ' s  prayer in John 17 . And it 
explains a maj or reason as to why such a great 
work Vias done in Jerusalem on that particular 
day of Pentecost ! 

The work of that day will never b e  repeate d ,  
but the blessing certainly c an b e  whenever the 
Lord ' s  pe ople are brought t ogether in the same 
harmony and spiritual oneness.  

But now let u s  look at 

B .  The mirac ulous events which took plac e .  

Notic e :  
1 )  The Viind.  
2 ) The tongues of fire which were distributed t o  

everyone of the b elievers.  
3 )  The languages which were spoke n .  

All of these help u s  to understand the work of the 
Holy Spirit -- all of which had been on display 
even before this time . 

Link the wind with what our Lord said ab out the 
Spirit ' s  ,lark in regeneration in John 3 : 8 .  

Thinkcof the fire in c onnec t ion with what John the 
Baptist said in /'iatt . 3:12 -- the "unquenchable 
fire .. l1 

And then note the spec tacular way , the temporary 
way , in which the Holy Spirit introduc ed a work 
here by which untaught Galileans were suddenly 
able to speak languages which they had never spoken 
before , and whic h ,  in all likelihood , they did not 
even understand then!: Why was this done'! 
1 )  To show that this was of God . 
2 )  To get the Gospel out t o  the people at the 

Feast in the shortest time possible . 

How c ould the Lord have indicated in any better way 
the interest that the Spirit of God has in the 
proc lamation of the truth? Note the expressions 
in v .  L�, l ias the Spirit gave them utteranc e";  in 
v .  11 , l Ithe Ii/onderful 1.rlorks of God. " 
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c �  The Gi Bni f i c �n c e  attached t o  the pe ople vlLO wore 
there ( Ac t s  2 : 5-11) . 

They were predominantly Je\;s , "devout men" ( v .  5 ) , 
meaning that they were re ligious ( or they would not 
not have been there ) - - but they were not saved 
Jews ! 

'fhere were also some Gentiles there . C f .  " str<.mG­
ers of l�ome l 1  and I lproselytes" mentioned in v. lO � 

But note particularly that they had c ome from all 
over the Gentile worl d .  

Hhat d o  these details indicate a s  t o  the work that 
God was doing -- really the work that He was 
beginning? They indicate that this harvest was 
going to inc lude b oth Jews and Gentiles.  I t  would 
become increasingly apparent that the Church would 
inc lude b oth -- and that , while Gentiles had been 
saved prior to this time , never before in the 
history of God ' s  dealings with men had the door 
been opened to the Gentiles as it was being opened 
then ! 

C ontrast this with what the Lord had said t o  His 
disciples in Mat t .  10 : 5 .  6 ,  

" Go not into the way of the Gentile s ,  
and into any city o f  the :iamaritans enter ye 
not . But go rather to the lost sheep of the 
houBe of I srael . "  

Those restrictions were now b eing changed .  The se 
Jews were not only to be saved ( many of them) , but 
eventually t h e y  would c arry t h e  G o sp e l  back t o  the 
Gentiles Vlho Vlere living in the c ountries from which 
they had c ome . 

But there i s  one more thing t o  notice :  

D .  The re sponse . 

As always . i t  Vias twofold : 
1 )  Some were intere sted.  See v .  12. ( By the way 

-- notice the limited use of the word . "alL " )  
2) Some Vlere ready to disc ount the whole thing 

because they felt that they had an explanation 
for i t .  See v .  13 . 

Conc l :  Thus we have the foundation laid for what i s  t o  
follow. 1:I e  will learn more about "the wonderful 

works of God" just referred to briefly in v. 11 when ,Ie get 
to Peter ' s  me ssage next week. But , as I c lose , let me make 
three or four quick observat ions from the passage . 
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1 )  Be sure to notice that this whole thing is the work of 
God , not an idea that the Apostles had . The sound came 
" from heaven" !  The Holy Spirit was at ;/Ork. And He 
chose to work at this particular time , thus revealing 
a phase of God ' s  work never revealed b e fore , while at 
the same time c ont inuing the work of salvation which 
had its roots in the OT . 

Here i s  added evidence of the sovereignty of God -­
that He knows what He i s  doing , and He i s  doing it ! 

2) Will you also be sure to see that salvation i s  some­
thing more than merely being " devout , "  or re ligious? 
And , in this c onnec tion , will you be sure to see that 
some of these " devout"  men ( and wome n )  rejected  what 
they heard of the Word of God? 

What is your re sponse to the Gospel? 
Do you explain it al,vay? Are you sure 
really saved? I f  there is "-ny doub t , 
this morning . There i s  no other hope 

Do you r e j e c t  i t ?  
that you are 
turn to the Lord 
but in Christ . 

3 )  We have very strong evidence in this passage that we , 
too , must be busy in witne ssing t o  the Gospel here at 
home as we l l  as spreading the Hord of salvation to all 
men everywhere . 

God has ordained men for salvation , but they must hear . 
vie do not lmow I-Iho they are , but that i s  why we preach 
to everybody , trusting the Spirit of God to regenerate 
( as mysterious as the b lowing of the wind ) , and then t o  
add t o  the Church those I-Ihom H e  i s  pleased t o  save . 

4 )  What is important to our witne ss in addi tion t o  giving 
a c lear message '! It is that we are "with one acc ord" 
in our re lat ionship with each othe r .  Oh , how I-I e  need 
to guard ourse lves against the divisions and the criti­
c i sms and the other sins that grieve the Spirit of God ! 

The Church will neve r have another beginning , but the 
spiritual c ondition of the Church in its b eginning and the 
impact that it had upon the hear t s  of men are traits which 
not only � ,  but they must c ont inue until the Lord c alls 
us home , or unti l  He c ome s ! Let us pray that His ble ssing 
will be upon u s .  
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LIGHT FHOh THE PHCPllECY OF JOEL 
or 

PETER ' S  SERHON AT P EN'rECOST -- PART I 
Acts  2 : 14-21 

Intr o :  Once the H oly Spirit was given , preaching became 
a prominent feature in the ministry of the early 

Chur c h .  

I n  the first part of chapte r  2 w e  have seen how Spirit of 
God enabled these early Chr istians t o  speak in t ongue s ,  
i . e . , foreign language s ,  and that their sub j e c t  was "the 
wonderful works of G od . "  See v .  1 1 .  J .  A. Alexander says 
in his c ommentary on Ac t s  ( p. 54) that this is an expres­
sion which i s  " c onstantly applied in the Old Testament to 

-the divine attributes and ac ts. " E. g . , Psa. 71 : 19 ,  

IIThy richt e ousness aloo , 
hast done Greut things : 
thee ! 1 1 

C God , i s  very high , who 
o God , who i s  like unt o 

So we knoVi that they preached ,  that they preached in 
foreign languages , and that their me ssage was of God and 
His Vlorks . 

But , as we c ome t o  our text for this morning , we have our 
first example of apostolic preaching! 

The first thing that should impress us is the preacher - ­
what a change! Remember f o r  just a moment h i s  c owardly 
denial of Chri st , after he had made such c onfident stat e ­
ments about h i s  dependability. But remember also Vlhat 
the Lord had said even be fore Peter denied Him : 

" BlesGed art thou , Simon Burj onc..: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee ( i . e . , that 
Je sus Vias " the Chri st , the Son of the living God" ) ,  
b u t  my Father Vlhich i s  in heaven . And I say also 
unt o  the e , 'fhat thou art Peter , and upon this rock 
I 'lill build my churc h ;  and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. " Cf. Nat t .  16 : 17 ,  
18 . 

Ilhat an enc ouragement this ought t o  b e  t o  each one of 
us! You have the same thing illustrated in the life 
of Hose s ,  and in the life of David. The Lord ' s  purposes 
for His pe ople do not change; our failure s only shoVi 
how much work He must do ln us b e fore Vie b e c ome use ful 
instruments.  

As a re sult of the Lord ' s  ,Iork in Pete r ' s  hear t , and as a 
result of the cSpiri t ' s  work , we see his great boldne s s ,  
his fearlessne s s ,  as se en , e . g. , in Acts 2 : 23 .  This was 
the be ginning of a ministry which would eventually c ost 
Peter his life , but a glorious ministry , a ministry o f  
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power and great blessing under which thousands were added 
to the Church !  What a testimony t o  the power o f  God ! 

But let us take j ust � brief glance at Peter ' s  ent ire 
message -- a message which he did not have special t ime t o  
prepare , but which had b e e n  i n  preparation f o r  many weeks 
previously. This i s  not an excuse for u s  t o  be negligent 
in our study , but an evidenc e of how � preaching i s  the 
out flow of our lives and o f  � hearts , a s  E .  M .  Bounds 
has said , not just the performance of an hou r .  

1'0 whom i s  h e  speaking? 

That is very c lear from vv . 14 , 22 , and 36 . He is speak­
ing t o  the people o f  I srael who were there in Jerusalem 
for the Day of Pentecost . 

Can we detect any divi sion in his message -- what we would 
call an outline? 

Yes!  See how he breaks us the message by renewed r e fe­
renc e s  to his hearers : vv.  14 , 22 , 29 . So it seems that 
we have three divi sions : 
1 )  In the first ( vv.  14-21)  we see Peter c larifying from 

the Old Te stament exac t ly \;hat was taking plac e .  
2 )  In the second part o f  his message ( vv .  22-28) we see 

how he relates this t o  the Lord Jesus Christ -- His 
works , His death , and His resurrec t i on .  

3 )  In the final part ( vv .  29-36 ) Peter elaborat e s  on the 
glori fic ation of Christ , and that this is proof o f  
our Lord ' s  D e i t y  and o f  His Hessiahship . 

Peter ' s  me ssage i s  not just the relating o f  c ertain fac t s  
about Christ , o r  o f  disj ointed remarks that really have 
nothing to do with each other , but the message shows very 
careful thought , unanswerable wisdom , a message that is 
ac tually an example o f  exposit ory preaching in which we 
see Peter ' s  exege sis of three OT passages and their rela­
tionship to our Lor d .  Peter is c orrec ting false impres­
sions , and pre senting arguments from Scripture to prove 
what was actually taking plac e .  I t  i s  a masterpiece o f  
preaching , and i s  an illustrati on o f  the kind o f  preaching 
we should be doing today. This is obviously the kind o f  
a me ssage which G o d  ble sse s .  

But , having seen the divisions , what can we de tect as t o  
the outstanding charac teristic s of his me ssage . And this 
will give us some additional le ssons in preaching . I am 
speaking now ab out c ontent and emphasi s .  How does Peter ' s  
message c ompare with the kind o f  preaching that has bec ome 
popular in our day? 

Let us see . 



Let me point out 6 thing s :  
1 )  Peter plac ed great emphasis on the Word o f  God.  

His message i s  ac tually an exposition o f  three 
passages -- one in each of the three part s  of his 
me ssage : Joel 2 : 28-32 ; Psa. 16 : 8-11 ; Psa.  110 : 1 .  

2 )  He gave much emphasis to the Spirit o f  God 
particularly in the first par t .  

3 )  He makes much o f  God i n  h i s  me ssage . See vv. 17 , 22 , 
23 , 24 , 30 , 32 , 33 , 34 , 35 , 36 . 

4 )  Christ i s  the theme o f  his message - - H i s  incarnation , 
His life on earth , His works , His death , H i s  re surrec ­
t i on , H i s  glorification a t  the Father ' s  right hand , 
H i s  present ministry. 

5 )  Related t o  the above - - we note a spec ial emphasis 
on the death and re surrec t i on of Christ . 

6 )  Finally , we note that Pete r ' s  ob jective in preaching 
has to do with salvati o n .  See v. 21. This is also 
the thought behind Peter ' s  statement in v. 36 . See 
his words , too , in vv. 38-40 . 

Compare this with what we get from our pulpits today . 

In the most rec ent issue o f  Kindred Spirit , a magazine 
which is published by my alma mater , Dallas Seminary , 
the b ook that is gi ven special emphasis has the t itle , 
Feeling Good About Your Feelings ! .  How would Peter react 
t o  that kind of a book? ,Ihat about Dr . Chafer? 

There are many who say t oday that you cannot preach the 
Gospel unless you are able to say two things : 
1 )  God loves you .  
2 )  Christ died for you . 
ViII you please notice that Peter did not say e i ther o f  
the s e '? .h .. nd yet 3 , 000 p e ople were save d !  We have some 

things to learn about Gospel preaching , don ' t  we'l I,hat we 
need to do is to get back to the Word of God to find out 
what true Biblical , Gospel preac hing i s .  I f  � preach what 
they preached , perhaps we would begin t o  � ble ssing like 
they saw it -- Bible-centered , God-c entered ,  Christ 
centere d , Holy Spirit-centered , salvation-c entered preach­
ing ! 

But let us look now in the t ime that remains at the first 
part o f  Peter ' s  message . 

But be fore we d o ,  let us read the passage he was using : 
Joel 2 : 28-32 . Please turn t o  the OT passage . ( Read . )  

Le t m e  point out one thing which I trust will be helpful . 
I t  i s  thi s :  The prophec y  o f  Joel makes one thing clear - ­

that w e  d o  not have a c omplete fulfillment o f  this pro­
phe c y  on the Day of Pente c o st as Peter is speaking . And 

I beli eve that an examination of Peter ' s  use of it will 
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indicnte that he did not be l ieve thnt thnt Day was all 
there was to i t .  Rather , what he was saying ,{as that 

1 .  "THE LMiT DAYS" HILL BE CHAIlAC1'EiUi;ED B Y  THO THINGS : 
1 )  'l'lIE l·iINISTHY OF THE HOLY Sl· IHIT .  
2) P ROPHESYlNG . 

You find about as many d i f ferent interpretations o f  
this passage as it i s  possible to imagine . Some say 
that this marked the end of the old dispensation . 
Some say that it charac terized the beginning o f  the 
new dispensat ion.  Some say that this was all that 
there was to i t .  Others point out that there were 
some things spoken of by Joel that were not fulfilled 
here . 

Let me explain how I understand this Scripture , as 
Joel wrote it , and as Peter uses it . 

Peter i s  talking about the whole o f  this present time 
which he c alls , "the last days . "  I t  extends , as 

he speaks o f  it here to " that great and notable day 
of the Lord" -- a day spoken of again and again in 
the OT . It is also re ferred to in some passages in 
the N'r . 

'I'his passage indicates that "the last days" which we 
are now in will be introduced with the outpouring 2! 
the Holy Spirit . 'I'he Holy Spirit has been active 
since c reation , but there never has been a period o f  
time in God ' s  dealings with man which has b e e n  more 
c harac terized by the work of the Holy Spirit than 
these " lust days . "  You will find more about the work 
of the Holy Spirit from John 14 on than you will in 
all of the preceding part of Scripture c ombined .  

The Holy Spirit does not always work in the same way . 
1 1 11'he lust day'sll were introduc ed vii th spec tacular 
signs . ( see vv. 17-19 ) , and they will be c oncluded with 
spec tacular signs ( see v. 20) . There will not c ont inue 
to be the speaking in t ongue s , nor the vision s ,  nor 
the dreams , but the prophesying will c ontinue under the 
power and ble ssing of the Holy Spirit .  

IJhat are we t o  understand b y  prophe sying? 

I t s  main use in Sc ripture is not forete lling , but 
preaching -- te lling forth the me ssage of Christ , the 
me ssage of salvation . This i s  the primary use o f  the 
term , prophet , in Scripture . He ,las primarily � �  
preacher ! This i s  why the Jews did not c onsider that 
Daniel was not a prophet -- because he was not a 
preache r l  



In Paul ' s  c lassic pussage on preaching and the Holy 
Spirit ( 1  C o r .  1 ,  2) he state s what Peter WaS saying , 
and what Joel predicted hundreds o f  years before : 

"For after that in the wisdom o f  God the world 
by wisdom knew not G od , it pleased God by the 
foolishne ss of }reaching to save them that 
believe . "  See 1 C o r .  1 : 21 .  

AND NOTE : SUCH PHEACHING OF THE GOSPEL ( as Peter will 
do in the following verse s )  INCLUDES THE UNIVEHSAL 
OFFER OF SALVATI ON .  

This i s  like John 3 : 16 .  

Peter does not say that Christ died for all men ,  that 
all men might be saved .  He doe s not even say at this 
point that all men can believe . What he i s  saying is 
that ";lhosoever shall call upon the name o f  the Lord 
sh"ll be saved" -- AND THAT IS ALL THAT WE CAN SAY ; 
TUilT IS ALL THAT vIE HAVE 'THE AU1'HOHITY TO SAY -- that 
anyone who trusts in Christ will be saved !  

I say that t o  you this morning. "Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Chri st , and thou shalt be saved , and thy house . "  
I also say , "Neither is there salvati on . .  " 

Oh , that we would understand these truths and the 
preaching of the Apostle s !  

But let me just brie fly mention three other essent ial 
things having to do with the preaching of the Gospel - ­

and the se all c ome from vv. 14,  15 . 

I I .  THE U N l 'r";j) 'l',,;,,'l'HlUNY GF THE APU,,'l'LE,, : "Peter , 
shmdins up Hith the eleven . "  

Peter did the preaching , but the other e leven were 
solidly with him . They would have said exac t ly what 
he said i f  they had been speaking!  

How important i s  our unit y !  

I I I .  THE hANNEH OF PET:2:H ' "  PHEACHING . 

He stood. He spoke up . He called for their attention. 
I t  was important for them to hear , and t o  understand 
what he had to say . People must hear i f  they are going 
t o  be saved .  

C f .  Hom. 10 : 13-17 where Paul i s  re ferring to Joel 2 : 32 
and what it require s .  
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Finally , whe ther the c omment in v. 13 were sincere , or 
said in sc orn , Peter ' s  immediate ob jec tive was 

IV. THE CLAHIFICATION OF vIHA1' \'iAS TilKING l'LACE . 

How did he do this? By the Word of God , and even b y  
referring to that which c ould be expec ted acc ording t o  
their own experienc e .  

He did not say that the Apostles drank, but he denied 
that they were drunk " seeing it" was "but the third 
hour of the day" -- nine o ' c lock in the morning . 

I t  i s  interest ing t o  see how drunkenne ss and the ful­
ness of the Spirit are linked here and also in Eph. 
5 : 18 .  

C onc l :  We must stop here . I want t o  spend two more Sun­

for 
1 )  
2 )  
3 )  

days on this me ssage . But the important thing 
now is that we understand : 
Ho,1 important it i s  t o  preach the \lord. 
How dependent we are upon the Holy Spirit . 
How urgently we must beseech men t o  call upon the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in order that they might be 
saved. 



'1'i!]'; ',/ILL OF G OD HI THE LIFE OF Cll,<I:iT 
or 

PE'rER ' S  SEHHON flT PEN,!'ECOST -- PAnT I I  
Ac t s  2 : 22-28 

Intr a :  \,e are c onsidering the message which Peter gave 
on that most memorable of all the Days o f  Pente­

c ost when things happened which had never happened b e fore . 

In the first part o f  the message ( vv .  14- 21) Peter told the 
Jews in Jerusalem what those miraculous events were not , 
and then what the y were -- using Joel ' s  prophecy as proof .  
Joel ' s  passage ( the part that Peter quoted )  c onc luded with 
the words we find in v .  21 o f  Acts 2 :  

"And i t  shall c orne to puss , that whosoever shall 
c ull on the name of the Lord shall be saved . "  

This brings us t o  two points ,  the latter o f  which i s  
Peter ' s  main c oncern in our text this morning : 
1 )  First o f  all we see that the ob j e c t  o f  all o f  these 

supernatural events i s  the salvation o f  men , that the 
men o f  Israe l ,  in this case , would "call an the name 
of the Lord , "  and be saved !  

But that point will never be realized unless men know 
2 )  '.-Iho the Lord i s  that Peter i s  speaking about . 
Peter leaves no doub t at all but that he i s  referring t o  
" Je sus \ "  the despised Nazarene . 

Note first how he trac e s  

1 .  '1'11l:: l::AHTHLY c eUESE 01<' OUlI LOHD JESUS CHnIs'r ( Ac t s  2 :  
22-211 ) • 

Note how he calls for their attention all over again as 
he did in v. 14. 

And then be sure to notice  the following : 
1 )  V .  22 deals with our Lord ' s  earthly l i fe and 

ministry with its I Imiracles and wonders and signs" 
( two words of which occur in v. 19 ) .  ( Explain . )  

2 )  V .  2 3  speaks o f  our Lord ' s  death - - and Peter i s  
obviously c oncerned with the guilt of I srae l .  

3 )  And then in v .  24 ,Ie have our Lord ' s  re surrection , 
thus giving us a full view o f  the Lord ' s  c ourse on 
earth. 

i-l.nd so we have our Lord ' s  humiliation , shown in His 
Name , " Jesus o f  Nazare th , 1 1  culminating in His altlful 
death on the Cros s ;  His De ity , e stablished b y  His 
"mirac les and Idondersand sign s " ; plus His deat h ;  and 
then His glorious re surrect ion , reuniting His body and 
H i s  soul. 



De sure to notice  how c are fully Pe 'ter  presented this 
even though he c ould say , e spec ially c oncerning our 
Lord I s life and ministry , l ias  ye yourselves also kno\"r" ! 
,Ie must never minimize the importance o f  making sure 
the pe ople knoVi the fac ts about our Lord ' s  life , and 
death , and re surre c tion . C f .  Paul in 1 C or .  15 : 3  f f .  
Even believers need t o  hear this c ontinually -- that 
Christ lived a perfect life , die d , and Vias raised in 
His b ody from the dead ! 

But then I want you t o  observe that Peter goes beyond the 
mere fac t s  and does another very important thing . He very 
strongly e stablishes 

I I .  'l'HE 3GVEREIGHTY OF GOD I N  THE LIFE GF CHHIST . 

He does this in v .  2 2 ,  and in v .  23 , and finally in 
v .  24 . 

A .  The sovereignty o f  God in the Vlorks o f  Christ ( v .  
22) • 

B .  

What Ims God doing'? He was shoViing b y  the "mirac lee 
and ,lOnders and s i gns" that Christ was the P e r son 
He c laimed t o  b e .  Peter speaks o f  the mirac les as 
though Christ were just a passive agent t o  bring 
out the fac t that G od was at work. God did during 
Christ ' s  life what He was repeating on the Day o f  
Pentec ost , and what would b e  repeated when the Lord 
returned -- giving unmistakable evidence of the 
Deity of His Son . 

fl1he sovere ignty of God in the death o f  His Son 
( v .  23) . 

The Jews c ould only take Christ because God gave 
Him into their hands . 

C f .  the Lord ' s  words t o  Pilate in John 19 : 10 , 1 1 .  

But this decisi on o n  the part o f  G o d  was not made 
vlhen the Jel'ls decided t o  kill the Lord , nor at any 
time after He was b orn . I t  was made in eternity 
pas't -- "b y the det erminate c ounsel and forekno,",­
ledge of God . "  This was G od ' s  will for His Son . 
God had care fully laid it out , e very detail , and He 
had it all in min d .  N one of the plan had for an 
instant been forgotten e ither by the Father or by 
the Son . 

But , you say , ho,"" then , c ould God hold them guilty? 

The first answer i s  because Scripture says that they 
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Vlere [suil ty - - I l b y  l.'ficl\:eu i1.�),nl.� I:; , t t  lit . lawle s s  
hands , they o f  their own volit i on t ook the Lord 
and killed Him . It looked like Judas and the 
Sanhedrin and Pilate and the Homan soldiers were 
all doing what they wanted to do ( and they were ) , 
but God overruled in it all so that His purpose 
c oncerning His Son was being acc omplished .  

This i s  illustrated by what Joseph ' s  brothers did 
t o  him .  They were re sponsible . They ,Iere gui lt y ,  
and they knew i t .  And yet through i t  G od ' s  perfect 
will was b e ing done . 

. 

S o  let us not argue with the 'v/ord o f  God , but accept 
what has b e en clearly written. 

But then we see 

c .  The sove r e i gnty o f  God in the resurrection of 
Christ ( v .  ZLt ) . 

I t  was God Who raised Him up ! Never forget that . 
'Eha Jews were dealing with God , trying t o  nullify 
His eternal plan . And yet ultimat ely it is clear 
that God triumphs and that by the ir sin the Jews 
were actually re sponsible for b ringing about that 
which they sought to destro y !  

But notice how Peter explains this i n  the light o f  a very 
prominent sub j e c t  in the Word o f  God.  I t  i s  

III . THE THUSTWORTHINi::SS OF SCHIPTUHE ( Acts 2 : 25a) . 

Peter does not place the main emphasis on the re surrec ­
t i on o f  Christ 
1 )  Because God was God , nor 
2 )  Because Jesus Christ was Jesus Christ , 
and , as suc h ,  They would obvi ously b e  greater and 
mightier than men . BUT PE'rEH '  S EHPHASIS I S  THAT JESUS 
CHltIST C OULD NOT STAY IN THE GHAVE , THE CAPTIVE OF 
DEATH , BECAUSE OF If/HAT THE \iOHD m' GOD PHEDICTED ! 

How c ould greater honor be given t o  the Sc riptures ?  

If/hen David wrote Psalm 16 , while h e  was re ferring i n  a 
sense to himse l f , primarily he was prophesying the 
re surrec t i on of Chri st , the Nessiah. He was speaking 
by the Spirit of God . His own hope of re surre c t i on 
rested 100% on the resurre c t ion of Christ ! 

Let us never doubt what God has promised in His Wor d ,  
regardless o f  how many men may set themselves against 
Him , nor how b lack our c ircumstances might b e .  



One more poin t .  

I;e need t o  see ho,1 this turned out for the Lord , 
and also how it applied t o  David , 
but also the way it applies t o  u s .  

Be sure t o  keep i n  mind that the words o f  Psalm 16 did not 
mean that our Lord would b e  spared even from death , 

nor that David was spared from severe trials , 
nor 'Iill it mean that you and I will be lifted 

out o f  our di fficultie s ,  
but i t  does speak o f  the ultimate outc ome in each case : 
1 )  With the Lord . 
2 )  
3 )  

\'lith David . 
Hith u s .  

Hhat d o  11 8  have in v v .  25-28? 

IV.  THE ABOUNDING JOY OF 'rilE LOHD ( and o f  David -- and also 
that which can be ours) (Acts 2 : 25-28 ) . 

Note how it was realize d .  

A .  'rhrough the presence and protec t i on o f  a sove r e i gn 
Lord ( v .  25 ) .  

B .  The praise o f  the /,je ssiah at the prospec t of the 
Lord ' s  c are for liim ( v .  26 ) .  

This l1as a j oy that l1as the Lord ' s  b e fore Calvary. 
C f .  Heb . 12 : 2 .  

C .  The promise ( v .  27 ) .  

The grave was not the end -- and the Lord knew i t !  
David knew it , too , for the l'ie s siah , and for him­
self . .And we need to knmrJ i t .  Our Lord has c on­
quered death and the grave . This l1as the reason 
even for Peter ' s  boldne ss at this tim e .  lie no 
longer feared his enemies even though they might do 
to him as they did to the Lord . The y c ould not 
� him out of the "ill of God . Iflhat glorious 
truth ! 

Finally , 

D .  The ultimate prospect ( v .  28 ) .  

Think o f  the c elebrating that Vias done in heaven 
I1hen the Lord got back there ! Think o f  what David 
did -- and i,braham -- and Noses -- and I saiah 
and Jeremiah -- and all of the OT saint s ! ! ! ! !  



C onc l :  But let me c lose b y  making the application t o  us 
now . And in doing so I want to use two verses 

whic h  Peter wrote later , but which fit perfec tly into this 
passage which we have been c onsidering , verses whic h  help 
us to see how all of this applies to u s .  

I am speaking o f  1 Pet . 4 : 12 ,  1 3 .  ( Read . )  

Notice that we are t o  r e j oice now in the prospect o f  the 
j oy that will be ours then.  

Never forget that your God is sovere ign , and that He is  
never defeated . Een cannot null i fy His will . All that they 
may do in their guilty sinfulne ss will b e  judge d , but it 
all serves His purpose , His will , His eternal plan . This 
i s  the truth , and s o  it is the ground o f  our stabilit y ,  

our j o y ,  
our hope , 

and it i s  the reason that we always have cause t o  praise 
and to worship Him . 

Let u s  pray daily that we may b e  able t o  believe His \,ord 
and t o  trust Him so as t o  b ring t o  Him the honor and glory 
which right fully b elongs to Him.  
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THE BOLDNESS OF PETER 
or 

PETER' S SERMON AT PENTECOST 
Acts 2: 29-40 

PART III 

Intro: I hope ' that most of you remember the story of Philip 
and the Ethiopian eunuch, found in Acts, chapter 8. 

If you do, you will remember that during their conversation the 
eunuch asked Philip this question about Isaiah 53: 

" • • •  of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, 
or of some other man?" (Acts 8:34) .  

There is probably no more important question regarding the 
interpretation of OT prophecy! 

In Isaiah 53, Isaiah could have been speaking of himself, or he 
could have been",speaking about somebody else. Philip solves the 
problem and answers the eunuch' s  question when he opened "his 
mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him 
Jesus" (Acts 8: 35) . 

We have this same problem with Isaiah 7: 14. Was Isaiah speaking 
about his own wife who was going to' have a son, or was he speak­
ing about some other woman and somebody else ' s son? (Quote the 
verse. ) 

Peter is faced � � � problem here! 

Read Acts 2: 25-28 again. Or read these verses in Psalm 16: 8-11. 
Probably y,ur" first reaction ll.!!!!i David is speaking about 
himself! Read the verses omitting the first part of verse 25. ) 

But what does Peter say before he quoted Psalm 16? He said 
this: 

"For David speaketh concerning him," 1 .  e. , "Jesus of Naza­
reth" (if you will read the context carefully) . 

What is Peter doing? He is expounding Scripture. And, like any 
good expositor, he � !!2:! prove .!!!!i he is right ! 

This brings me to my first point: 

I. DAVID WAS NOT SPEAKING ABOUT HIMSELF. 

Before I show you how Peter proved thiS, let me call your 
attention to the word, "freely," in v. 29. In the Greek 
these are identically the same words that are translated, 
"boldly," in Heb. 4: 16, 

"Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of 
grace • • •  

It 
It does not mean that we are to come with crass boldness 
to God. We need to remember always that He is God and that 
He is to be approach with reverence , with humility, even 
with fear! But what � it mean? It means that when we 



Acts 2: 29-40 (2) 

come to God we come to tell him everything, to speak 
thoroughly, 01 early, fully; we oome to tell him everything 
that is upon our hearts. 

This is what Peter now intends to do about David -- to be 
very thorough and olear in proving that the propheoy of Psa. 
16 oould not possibly refer to David himself -- that he was 
not speaking about himself, but about someone else ! 

Peter does this in two ways: 

A. He reminds his hearers that David' s  body is still in the 
grave (Acts 2:29) . 

B .  Consequently, he brings in Psalm 1 1 0: 1  and shows also 
that David has not asoended into heaven to sit at God' s  
right hand (Acts 2: 34, 35) . 

As great as David was in the eyes of the people of Israel, 
and in the plan and purpose of God, these propheoies were 
not propheoies about him. He was speaking of someone else ! 

So my seoond point is this: 

II. DAVID WAS ·SPEAKING OF THE COMING MESSIAH. 

Here let me ask and answer three questions. 

A. How oould David speak of Christ? 

The answer is in the first part of verse 30 -- BECAUSE 
HE WAS A PROPHET! He spoke the Word of God. Psalm 16 
and Psalm 1 1 0 are here declared by Peter to have been 
divinely inspired (after the order of 2 Tim. � : 1 6, 1 7 ) .  

B. What did David say about Christ? 

1 .  He said that God had not only promised to raise � 
(meaning, to resurreot) one of David' s sons to sit 
on his, i.e7, David' s , throne , but God had shown the 
oertainty and the importance of this by oonfirming 
His promise with � oath! 

Note also the expression, "aooording to the flesh." 
This means that David understood that this Heir to 
his throne would be � � � � man! 

Thus, acoording to OT propheoy, and aocording to 
Peter' s  interpretation of that prophecy, we have some 
tremendous revelations regarding the faot that David 
was not only not speaking of himself, but that he had 
amazing understanding about the Messiah which we can 
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see in our text. 

2. The details of the revelation that David had about 
Christ, the Messiah: 
a. He knew about the coming Messiah. 
b .  He knew that the Messiah would be born in his 

family, "according to the flesh. " 
c. He knew about the Deity of the Messiah. 
d. He knew that the Messiah would die. 
e. He knew that the Messiah would be raised again. 
f. He knew that the Messiah would be exalted to the 

Father ' s  right hand. 
g. He knew that the day would come when all of the 

Messiah ' s  enemies would become His "footstool" 
-- and that God would bring it about ! 

David may not have understood the time sequence of 
all of these things, as Peter himself states in 
1 Peter 1 1 1 0-12 (read),  but he did understand all of 
these truths about Christ. "Seeing this before" 
means, foreseeing �, which is what he as a prophet 
could do ! 

What an amazing revelation this is about the truth 
which had been given to David! 

But now;jfor our third question: 

C. What had actually happened? 

See verse 32. 

All of these things had actually happened to "Jesus of 
Nazareth" (v. 22) .  ".Jesus" had actually fulfilled all 
2.! � requirements ill thesePassages ..!!2. .i!:!!:i !!!!. no�e 
� .!2. � Who David � speaking about I 

This brings us to: 

III. PETER' S MAJESTIC CONCLUDING STATEMENT CONCERNING WHAT GOD 
HAD DECLARED THROUGH THESE EVENTS ABOUT "JESUS. "  

See verse 36. 

It was important for "all the house of Israel" to know the 
teaching of Scripture and to know about "Jesus. "  And Peter 
wants them to know this "assuredly" -- an interesting word 
which actually implied that these truths' are so clear that 
no one can slip Ez them or trip � them! 

God had "made" His Son "both Lord and Christ, not in the 
sense tha't"He suddenly became "Lord and Christ ,"  but that 
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through His death, resurrection, and ascension, and their 
harmony with OT prophecy, "Jesus" was openly shown to be 
both Deity and Messiah. Putting all of these names 
together we now see that "Jesus" is the � Jesus Christ l 

The last four verses of our text give us 

IV. THE RESULTS OF PETER' S  MESSAGE (Acts 2: 37-40 ) . 

The message did not actually end with verse 36. See verse 
40a. 

But immediately people in the crowd "were pricked in their 
heart . "  Homer uses this word to described the way a horse ' s  
hoof bites into the ground. The people were stung, stunned, 
pierced, pained with grief, horrified over what they had 
done. 

Be sure to notice where Peter had brought them with his 
message: 
1 )  They had killed their Messiah. 
2) They had rejected the prophecy of their great King, 

David. 
3) They had opposed the Word of God. 
4 ) They had rejected what God Himself was doing. 

It is little wonder that they said, "Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?" What could they do? They were doubly 
deserving to be cast forever from the presence of the LordI 

But there was hopeI This was the reason for Peter ' s  preach­
ing. And he proceeds to give to the crowd what Calvin calls 
"the two parts of the Gospel" (XVIII, 1 1 7 ) :  repentance and 
� remission of �. " 

"Repent" literally ,means after-knowledge. It means to see 
things in !: completely different ,!!!Z, 12 � SOrry for what 

� � �, 2 12 intend to change. 

"Be baptized" was not a part of the saving work, but the 
confession of Christ by this outward and visible sign which 
God had ordained for His ,people. The fact that it was to 
be done "in the name of Jesus Christ" was evidence that 
their faith was in "Jesus Christ" and in what He had done ! 

We see the sovereignty of God in the salvation of these Jews 
(and in the salvation of Gentiles also) when we note the 
true nature of: 

�� 
Repentance -- see 2 Tim. 2: 25. 
Our calling to salvation -- see Acts 2: 39. The last 
part of the verse explains the extent of the first part 
of the verse. 
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Even verse 40 sounds like a doctrine of self-salvation! 

But what do these expressions mean? 

They mean, not that we can do any of these things on our own, 
but that this is what God holds us accountable for. "It is 
God which worketh in us • • •  " (Phil . 2 : 1 3) -- and this has 
to be written over all that has to do with our salvation. 
Verse 40 shows the break that must come to all who profess 
true faith:, 'in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Concl: Spurgeon tells about a father and mother who ran an ill 
that had a very bad reputation. One night a young man 

came to spend the night there. They noticed that he had a purse 
of gold with him. During the night they killed the young man 
in order to take his gold. Imagine their horror later when they 
discovered that they had killed their own son who had been away 
for many years and had come back to help them during their old 
age! The gold was to have been theirs anyway, but they ignorant­
ly and tragically killed their son to get it. 

Have any of you been "pricked" in your hearts this morning? 
Then perhaps God is dealing with you. Turn from your sin of 
rejecting Christ, "repent , "  believe in Christ, turn from your 
sins and 'all of the evils of this wicked, crooked generation. 
God will save you through His Son, your sins will be forgiven, 
and the Holy Spirit will come immediately to indwell you and to 
teach you and to strengthen you so that you may break with your 
sins and.: live for the glory of God. 
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THE FRUITS OF THE GOSPEL 
Acts 2:41-47 

Intro: There are four main divisions to Acts 2 which we need 
to keep in mind: 

1 )  The miraculous outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the first 1 3  
verses which resulted in the gift of tongues. 

2) The preaching of the Apostle Peter as he explained what was 
taking place . See vv. 14-36. 

3)  This is followed by his exhortations to the people to repent 
and be baptized (vv. 37-40) . 

4) Finally we have bothethe immediate and the continui 
results of Peter' s ministry in the last 7 verses vv. 41-47). 

It is apparent that the Lord was at work. See vv. 37, 39, 41 , 
43, 47. 

But it is also clear that there was a response from the people. 
See v. 37. And then notice what Peter tells them to do in vv. 
38, 40. And then we have the statements of what they did in 
vv. 41 , 42, 44, 45 , 46, 47a. 

So the sovereign action of God does not eliminate the responsi­
bility of man, but it rather explains it. The results which we 
observe in our text for the morning were immediate, 

profound, 
continuing, 
and corporate (as com­

pared with that which is 
only personal) .  

This chapter gives us the first real evidence in the book of 
Acts that salvation really transforms people, and that that 
transformation is permanent and continuingl Thus we see the 
proofs of regeneration and also of � perseverance 2f � 
saints! 

Before we look at the results in vv. 41-47 
let me raise the question from v. 38, 

. . . 

� repentance and baptism �"oonditions for salvation? Are 
they of equal importanoe � salvation? 

Let me ask you another question. When Peter says in verse 40, 
"Save yourselves • • •  , "  was he teaohing that we � � 
selves -- and that salvation is not, after all, God ' s  work in 
our behalf? 

How are we to answer these questions? 

There is only one way: By taking all that the Word of God has 
to say about salvation. 

What do we find when we do look at the teaching of Scripture 
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generally? We find this: 
1 )  That salvation is not a work of mao in any sense of the 

word, but exclusively a work of God. 
2) That salvation is not, therefore, dependent upon our being 

baptized (which is a work we do) , but is exolusively based 
upon faith alone. Repentanoe is a part of true faith --
and the Bible makes it very olear that both repentanoe and 
faith are the gift of God. You oannot repent in the true, 
Biblioal sense of the word, without believing in Christ, nor 
can you believe without repenting. 

What, then, is the purpose of baptism? 

Baptism is the immersion in water of one who has believed as a 
oonfirmation of that person' s  faith in Christ. 

Dana and Mantey in their grammar of the Greek New Testament say 
that one translation of the preposition ( ) whioh is used 
here is beoause of. This would apply here. They were not to be 
baptized in order-that their sins might be forgiven, bu�eoause 
.2! .2. .!.2:£i � they � � forgivenl 

Baptism is not even mentioned again in Aots until ohapter 8. 
Neither is is mentioned at all in the major passages of the 
Bible that deal with salvation. Therefore we are justified in 
saying that baptism is not a oondition of salvation, but that it 
follows as a oonfirmation of one ' s faith in Christ, that he has 
been joined with Christ, and that his sins are washed awayl 

Baptism was important, but Paul ' s  teaching in 1 Cor. 1 : 1 7  oon­
firms the teaching of Soripture that it was not in the same 
oategory as repentanoe, or faith. 

What is repentanoe? (See Pink,':s statement from his book on 
Joshua. ) 

So let it beuolear that this was a work of God. He was conviot­
ing, and He was oalling. But the testimony of Soripture is that 
men � repent, and that they ought to be baptized -- that they 
oan go to heaven if they are not baptized, but that they cannot 
go to heaven if they fail to repent I 

Now, I trust, we are ready to look at .2. fruit , or .2. lasting 
results, of this work of God. 

Let me mention � in particular. 

1 .  "THE TRUE AND NATURAL FACE OF THE CHURCH" (Acts 2:42) . 

This is what Calvin calls it. 

Of what use are our faces? They identify us. They distin-



262 Gleanings in Joshua 
Lord Jesus Christ " (Acts xx, 2 1 ) .  It is very clear from these passages thar 
�epent�nce is as necessary as faith. I\:ay, we go farther, and declare that all  
Impemtent heart is incapable of exercising a saving faith. Christ complained 
to Israel's leaders, " Ye repen ted not afterward, that ye mj

"
ght believe in him ' 

UVIatt. xxi, 32)-they responded not to the ministry of His forerunner becau't 
they had no realization of t.heir sinful and lost ·condition. Those " dispcll 
sati�:malists " who state that repentance is required only of the Jews evintt 
theIT ignorance of the I1lI)Sl elementary truths of Scripture, for in " the grea: 
c?mmission " Christ ordered 

_
His sen' ants " that repentance and remission 01 

SInS should be preached in His name alllong all lIations, bcO"inning at Jeru 
salcI? "  (Luke xxiv, 47), al�d His apostle announced that God " now [in thi' 
Chnstian era ! 1 commandeth all men everywhere to repent " (Acts x\'ii, 30) 
Of COurse He does, for su�h a call is the pressing of His holy cl aims upon thos .. 
who have igno!cd the same-who ha\'c disregarded His a uthority, slig-hted Hi, 
law, and lived entirely to please themsel\'es, It is because so little repentamc:' 
has been preached that Christendom is now crowded with empty professors. 

B!pentance is a taking sides with God against .myself. It is the la}'in� 
aside of my awful enmity against Him. It is the privative side of conversion, 
for there must be a turning from something before there can be a turning 
unto God. Repentance consists of a holy horror and h atred of sin, a complc\t" 
heart-forsaking of it, a sincere -confessing of it unto God. True repentance i� 
always accompanied by a deep longing and a genuine detennination to 
abandon that course which is  displeasing to God. It is impossible, in the vcn 
nature of the case, that a soul could 5cck God's pardon with any hmle.�h' 
wh ile he ,continued to defy Him and persist in what He forbids. Thus, rcpcll 
tance is the sinner's making his peace with God-the throwing down of tht:' 
weapons of his rebellion, ccasing hls '\':l1"fare against Him. Nor is there all\' 
thing in the least degree " legalistic " or meritorious about this, for rcpenlan{'�' 
or making peace with God nei ther atones for our vile misconduct of the pa�l 
nor move's God to be gracious unto liS. Repentance no more p'lltchaJes s:d 
vat ion than doe':> faith, yet the one is as indispensable as the other. The wicked 
is required to " forsake his W�l'y , , . and return unto the Lord " before fIe wil.l 
have mercy upon him and abundantly pardon (Isaia h  lv, 7, and d. I Kings \'iil. 
47-50; Acts iii, 19). 

" Now it came to pass. 'when Adonizedek king of Jerusalem had heard 1'10\1 
Joshua h ad taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed i t; as he had done to Jcridw 
and her killg, so he had done to Ai and her king; and how the inhabitants tlf 
Gibeon had made tre(Jce with Israel. and were among them; t ha[ the), fearl'd 
greatly " (Joshua x, J , 2). Once more we would note the very varied effects upon 
d ifferent ones of what they had " heard " of Israel's exploits, and how some (:f 
t hem attributed their successes unto Jehovah, whi le others did not so. Rah;1�) 
( i i ,  9· 1 1) and 'the G i beonilcs (ix, 9) weTe examples of the former, and the king� 
of ix, 1, and this Adon izedek of tohe latter. The king o[ Jerusalem, despite 111' 
h io·h-sollndinrr name, �ave God no f}iace in his thoU!�:hts; J·et he was thoroll�hh v . 1'') '-' " ' 

alarmed at Israel 's progress. His fear wa'i cUOlulative. He was rendered lII1t'
.
a\\ 

at. the t id ings of Jericho'S overthrow, s t i l l  more so at the news of the destruction 
of Ai; hut when he and his suhjccts lcarl1c'd of the Gibconites having coil 
el uded a lcag'ue of peace with Joshua, " t hey feared greatly "-most probahl� 

because he had {"otll1lcd on their cOlHidcrable support in resisting thl'�·'.' 
aggressors. 

We would also attentively heed the Spirit's emphasis here on the time 
mark : " I t ca me to pass, when AJoIlizcuek ' . .  heard." There is nol11iJl� 
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guish us from all other people. 

A thief hides his face. Think of the confusion that is 
caused by identical twins. The only way we can make people 
think we are somebody else (i . e. , by wearing their clothes) 
is by concealing our faces. You basically recognize a 
person by his face. 

This is  what we need to recognize about verse 42 and, in 
fact, about this whole passage: IF YOU SEE THESE FACIAL 
CHARACTERISTICS, YOU HAVE THE CHURCH; IF NOT , YOU DO NOT 
HAVE THE CHURCH. 

There are four characteristics to the face of the true 
Church, and of any true, local, New Testament church: 

A. "The apostles' doctrine. "  Calvin calls  this "the soul 
of the Church. "  It i s  very important to see that this 
is  mentioned first. 

B. "Fellowship. "  

Have you ever tried to define fellowship? 

Cf. 1 Cor. 1 : 9 ;  1 John 1 : 3  -- the two aspects of our 
fellowship. 

It speaks of our oneness in the things of God and Christ 
and in our communion with each other in the truths of 
the Word. 

C.  "Breaking of bread. " In the context this cannot be 
merely eating with each other (as it is in verse 46) ,  
but this has to do with the Lord' s Supper -- the remem­
brance of Christ l 

See the two prerequisites 
given in 1 Corinthians 1 1 .  

D .  "Prayers. "  

and remember the warnings 

This most likely refers to the praying that they did 
to�ther in addition to the praying that they did 
individually and privately. 

Thus, it is important to note three things: 
1 � What they did. 
23 That they did these things continually. 

That they did them tOgether. 
One of the first signs that a person has been truly saved is 
that he will be drawn to other believers, to the church. 



But notice a second result: 

II. THE EFFECT OF THE CHURCH UPON THE WORLD. 

Acts ;; : 41 -4"r l4) 

Two things are mentioned. These are not always present (as 
the book of Acts clearly indicates) , but they were here. 

A. "Fear came upon every soul" (Acts 2 : 43a) . 

There is a question as to whether or not this refers to 
people in the church, or outside. But the context seems 
to point to those outside . 

This was probably God's  way of preserving the church at 
this time. One commentator says, 

" • • • the Jews would never have suffered the 
Church of Christ to stand one minute of an hour, 
unless the Lord had restrained them with fear 
as with a bridle" (Calvin, XVIII, 1 28) . 

B.  At the same time it is stated that they were "having 
favour (grace) with all the people" (Acts 2 :47a) . 

This meant that they could not deny but that a work of 
God was being done, and the result of this is given in 
the latter part of verse 47. 

But there was also a third result :  

III. THE ATTITUDE OF BELIEVERS TOWARD EACH OTHER (Acts 2 :44-46) .  

A. There was a detachment with reference to material things 
(vv. 44, 45) .  

This was not commanded; it was spontaneous. It is not 
mentioned as taking place in any otherchuroh. It did 
not continue even in Jerusalem. 

B. The reason for the above was that they were so greatly 
concerned about each other. 

C .  They met with each other daily "in the temple" -- the 
only place they had for congregational gatherings. 

Perhaps they hoped for reform within the temple ministry, 
just as the Reformers hoped for reformation within the 
Catholic Church -- and just as we leak for reform in 
established churches today -- � .ll � not to .!!!l 

However, we have this result in those early days. 

But there is a fourth result :  
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IV. THE EFFECT UPON THEIR HOMES (Acts 2 :46b) . Also v. 47a. 

Here the reference is to eating their 
it: 

daily food. They did 

�� "With gladness" -- extreme joy. 
"Singleness of heart" -- which, lit . ,  is without 
(in speaking of a field) , meaning smooth, plain. 
"Praising God" -- meaning singing praises. 

rocks 

The message of this verse seems to be that the test of any 
home is to be seen in the spirit that prevails at the 
table when the family is eating together. 

Prayer and praise took on new significance in their homes. 
The music of the home was affected. 

We might add this last point to what was-',said earlier in 
connection with the effect of the Lord ' s  work on the world, but 
we mention it here because it is worthy of a place by itself. 

V. THE INCREASE OF THE CHURCH (Acts 2:47 ) . 

What a lesson this i s  on evangelism! 

As all of these other things were going on in the church and 
among the people of God, God continued to bless the work 
daily by adding to the church those He was saving. How 
could i t � .!!:El. clearer? 

-

Concl: Do you not long for days like these in Acts 2? How can 

il 
it be? Acts 1 and 2 give us our answer: 

By prayer, much prayer, continual prayer. 
By obedience to the Word. 
By oneness, harmony, fellowship within the church. 
By the preaching of the true Gospel of the grace of God 
a Gospel which exalts God and His Son; a Gospel which 
humbles man. 

Let these things be our main concern and perhaps the Lord will 
visit us with real blessings as He has done sO many times before 
with His people. The work must begin with us. 



TBC - - 3/29/81 a.m. 

"A NOTABLE MIRACLE" 
Acts 3: 1-10 

Intro: We have just completed the 2nd chapter in which we have 
considered the first message of the book of Acts. We 

have seen the first instance in Scripture of the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit by which the infant Church was brought into exis­
tence. We have seen the second miraculous event recorded in the 
book: the believers speaking in tongues. (The first miraculous 
event was the ascension of the Lord Jesus and the appearance of 
the angels afterwards. )  In chapter 2 we also have the record 
of the largest number ever brought to the Lord at one time: 
"And the same day there were added unto them about three thou­
sand souls" (Acts 2 :41b) . 

The early church has gotten started in a most spectacular way. 

But now we are ready for chapter 3. At first it would seem that 
we have left the miraculous behind. Peter and John are simply 
going to the temple for the third hour of prayer on a particular 
day. We do not know how long this was after the Day of Pente­
cost in chapter 2, but there are no tongues, no assembled crowd 
(except for the people who were going to the temple) . It just 
seems like an ordinary day. 

But we are soon to realize that this was E£! just an ordinary 
day. In fact, as we read ahead, we realize that chapter 4 goes 
with chapter 3 -- that they form one continuous series of 
events. 

It all follows the first miracle of physical healing in the 
book. In Acts 2:43 we read that there had been miracles before, 
but this is the first actual account. 

What was the Lord doing? 

J. A. Alexander (p. 97) expresses it this way: 
Thus far the infant church had enjoyed the favour both of 
God and man. But this state of things was not designed 
to last. Opposition, and even persecution, were essential 
to the execution of the divine purpose, not only as a 
means of moral discipline, but also as a means of outward 
growth. 

And then he goes on to state that it was not God' s purpose that 
the work of the church be only Jewish and that it remain in 
Jerusalem. It was to be universal in its character and scope. 
And so, he adds, 

In, 'order to attain its end, it must .l!! spread; and in order 
to be spread, it must be scattered; and in order to be 
scattered, it must'i'iildergo strong pressure, from within 
� !£2!  without. (Italics mine. ) The history now 
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presents to us the series of providential causes by which 
these effects were brought about. The subjeot of the next 
two chapters is � first attack upon the church, occasion­
ed by a signal miracle and apostolical discourse. (Italics 
mine again. ) 

When we read in Acts 8 : 1  that 
"there was a great persecution against the church which 
was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad 
throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except 
the apostles, "  

(the second great work of the Spirit in expanding the work of 
the Church) , remember � .!1 ill £i21 started wi th � miracle 
in .!.2E i!. The event which led ultimately to :;the stoning of 
Stephen and to the' .. martyrdom of James was this healing of this 
"certain man" who had been "lame from his mother' s  womb" (v. 2 ) .  

But there is another side to this whole story. 

This miracle led to another great opportunity for the Apostle 
Peter to preaoh. Acts 4:4 tells us that there was another 
great addition to the ranks of the church. And, along with 
the opposition, there was more prayer and a most unusual answer 
to that prayer when the apostles preached with "great power" 
and the whole church experienced "great grace. "  See 4: 33. 

So opposition, trials , suffering, always leads to greater bless­
ing! This has been the experience of the Lord ' s people from the 
beginning of time. 

First of all, in considering our text let us notice • • • 

I .  TEE FACTS GIVEN. 

There are three parts to the passage. 

A. The scene of the miracle (vv. 1-3).  

B. The account of the miracle (vv. 4-8 ) .  

C. The results of the miracle -- the immediate results 
(vv. 9,  10 ) .  

In connection with the scene we are introduced to 
1�� the principal characters in the story, 

the location of the miracle in the temple area. 
the time of the miracle -- "at the hour of prayer, "  the 
third one of the day, sometime after 3 in the afternoon 
-- probably following the evening sacrifice. 

4) the hopelessness of the situation: a man who had never 
walked. 

5 ) the lame man' s purpose in being there: not for healing, 
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but for money, "an alms, "  "a donation to the poor" 
(Thayer, p. 203).  

Two different words are used for ask in verse 2 and 3 
which bring out the expectation of the crippled man. 
The first has to do with what you want, but the second 
emphasizes more the person from which you want it. In 
other words, when the man saw Peter and John, he recog­
nized them, and felt certain that they would surely give 
him some money. 

But � about � miracle itself? How was it perform­
ed? 

Notice what Peter did in v. 4, and then what he said. 
It is obvious from v. 5 that the cripp�ed man knew that 
Peter was about to give him something. But how dis­
appointing Peter' s  first words must have been: "Silver 
and gold have I none. "  

But then Peter said something and did something that 
had never even entered the mind of the crippled man -­
� � � � � � � � .2!!:.!!.!!. � though 
hundreds, perhaps thousands, 2! miracles !li!:9. � per­
formed right there .!!!. Jerusalem, � only Ez � 
Apostles, but � Ez � � Jesus! 

IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE MAN WAS NOT ONLY PHYSICALLY 
CRIPPLED, BUT HE WAS ALSO SPIRITUALLY BLIND! I want to 
come back to this in a moment . 

Peter wanted to make it clear that he was not the One 
Who was performing the miracle, as he specIfIcally 
states in v. 1 2 .  It  was the Lord Jesus Who'"was the 
Miracle-Worker! 

- -- -- -- -- -- --

A. T.  Robertson (III, 42) s�s this about the man 's  
response when Peter said, "Rise up and walk": 

"But the beggar does not budge. He knows that 
he cannot walk. "  

He must have tried to walk many times. It could have 
seemed as though Peter was mocking him. So he sat 
there. 

But Peter took him by the hand. He suddenly felt that 
his feet and ankle bones were receiving strength, and 
Luke, writing as a doctor, says that as he came to his 
feet he came "leaping up, "  an expression which conveys 
two ideas: 
1 )  It was like he was coming up rightuout of the 

ground. He came up like he was going to continue 
going up! Few men have ever gotten" up like he did! 
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But the word also means another thing. 
2) He came up complete and perfect with regard to his 

physical condition. He came out of the condition 
that he had been in for more than 40 years. See 
Acts 4: 22. 

And then he did three other things that he had never 
done before: 

�� He 
He 
He 

"stood."  
"walked. "  
began "praising God." 

What were the results? See them in vv. 9 ,  10. 
1) Everybody saw it. In Acts 4: 1 6  the Sanhedrin called 

it "a notable miracle,"  which meant that it was 
known everywhere throughout Jerusalem. 

2)  There was no doubt in anybody's  mind but that it was 
the man they had seen at the Temple every day begg-
ing. 
The event filled the people with both wonder and 
� (which is the meaning of the word "amazement" ) ,  
but they were also rendered immovable (which is 
what "wonder" means) . 

And so I trust that you understand the story itself. , 

But there is another aspect of this miracle that I want to deal 
with before I finish. It is this: 

II. THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE. 

I have already mentioned that the Church' s enemies called 
this event Ita notable miracle, "  a well-known miracle. But 
the word that they used for "miracle" means � .!!Im -- some­
thing which � !!2i only important i!l i tseU, � which .!!d!2. 
points to something beyond i tseU which � � � impor­
tant ! 

Calvin states in the following words what practically every 
true and':thorough expositor of the Scriptures recognizes in 
the miracles of Scripture. He wrote long ago: 

" • • • we have in this history a type or figure of 
our spiritual restoring; namely, that as the Word, 
laid hold on by faith, did restore the cripple to 
his limbs, so the Lord pierceth into our souls by 
the Word, that he may restore the same" (XVIII, 1 40 ) .  

May I just briefly point this out -- both for the delight 
of those of you who know the Lord, and for the possible 
salvation of those of you who need to know Him? 

This miracle sets before us once again, in the first place, 
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A. Man ' s tragic condition without Christ. 

He has been in trouble ever since he was born. Cf. Psa. 
51 : 5; 58: 3.  

He is helpless and hopeless. And the tragedy is 
increased when you see that he is usually more interest­
ed in money than he is in a miraculous change, more 
interested in the things of this life than in a miracle 
that would prepare him for the life to come. 

Illus: The man who called me last night for money to 
get his family to another city. 

No one has ever called me about spiritual things like 
many have called to ask for money. 

But there is a second thing I want you to see: 

B. The power and authority of Jesus Christ. See v. 6. 

Peter could not help this crippled man .  Neither could 
John help him. But Jesus Christ could, AND DID! 

To invoke the name of the Lord is to invoke the Lord! 
He was not dead, nor had His Name lost its power! 

And it is apparent that before the crippled man could 
shoot up like he was coming out of the ground and heading 
straight for heaven, bef.Qre he could stand, or walk, or 
even before he would praise God, something had to happen 
to those feet and ankle bones. A miracle had to take 
place. What people saw was the result of the miracle, 
but what God did was something within the man which he 
realized as Peter lifted him to his feet. 

You see, what we do is not the miracle, but the result 
of the miracle. We walk in newness of life not to make 
ourselves Christians, but we walk because God has done 
a miraculous work in our hearts -- the greatest miracle 
of all: the new birth! 

Finally, notice: 

C .  The immediate results again: 

1 • Wi th the man. 

a. He was oompletely changed. 

b. He wanted to be with Peter and John, and he 
"entered with them into the temple" ·(v. 8) .  

2 .  With the people. There was no question in anyone ' s  
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mind but that a miraculous work had been done ! They 
could not deny the evidence. See Acts 4: 1 4-1 6. 

Concl: This is what salvation is. It is a work which God does. 
He does it, not because people deserve it, but simply 

because He has chosen to do it. And when He works, no one can 
deny but that a work has been done. It is an internal work of 
the heart that manifests itself outwardly in a life that is 
completely different. 

What an illustration this story is of the truth of 2 Cor. 5 : 1 7, 
"Therefore if any man be in Christ " 

Will you be made spiritually whole today? Then put your trust 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter himself gives us the word we 
need in Acts 4: 1 2  -- a part of this story. More important than 
anything else is your need of Christ. Come to Him tod�. 
Believe in Him, and you will be saved. 
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HOW, WAS THE LAME MAN HEALED? 
Acts 3: 1 1 -26 

Intro: A most unusual miracle had just been performed -- a man 
who had been crippled from birth had been healed! 

The commotion that it caused in Jerusalem was frightening. The 
people were beside themselves. The situation was almost out-of­
hand. 

Peter knew that the question on every person' s  heart was, HOW 
WAS THE LAME MAN HEALED? The immediate tendency was to give 
Peter and John the credit since they had been the instruments 
that God had used. 

A situation similar to this took place later in the book of Acts 
under the ministry of Paul and Barnabas at Lystra (Acts 1 4:8-18). 
On that occasion the people prepared to worship Paul and Barna­
bas -- and Paul stopped them. Here there was no telling what 
would happen. And so Peter speaks up: 
1 � To deny that it was880mething that he and John had done. 
2 To give the proper glory to God, and to the Lord Jssus. 
3 To explain the implications of:,ths miracle. Remember that 

miracles were signs, meaning that they had a purpose far 
beyond the immediate healing. 

Peter ' s  message is really twofold: 
1 )  In vv. 1 3-15  he gives witness to the things that had just 

taken place in Jerusalem -- and he wanted the "men of Israel" 
to know that this miracle wasua proof that Jesus Christ was 
alive. Furthermore there were many present who had seen 
the Lord after His resurrection. 

On their witness, cf. Acts 1 :8 ,  22; 2 :32 -- and then be 
on the lookout for it through the book of Acts. Cf. also 

1 Cor. 1 5: 5-8. 
God had performed the miracle -- not Peter, and not 

John, and certainly not the lame man. And God had done it 
in such a way as to glorify His Son, and the-iame of His 
Son. (Actually the word " Son" is better translated, Ser­
vant, linking it with the Messianic passages of the oT.)" 
-----Thus, the evidence for the resurrection of Christ was 
overwhelming. 

But Peter does another important thing. 
2) In vv. 1 7-25 he shows that these events were all in perfect 

harmony with the writings of the prophets in the aT. 
See esp. vv. 18, 21 , 25. 
And even here Peter does not give the credit to the 

prophets, but he says repeatedly that � was speaking 
through them. 

Thus Peter shows that 'there is perfect harmony between the 
healing of the lame man, and the witness of the Apostles, and 
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the OT Scriptures! 

The sin of this particular group of Jews was aggravated by their 
part in the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ! Note Peter ' s  
strong words in vv. 1 3-1 5 !  He admits that they were ignorant 
of what they were doing, but sins of ignorance are still sins ! 
And so he calls on them to repent and to change so that their 
sins could be "blotted out , "  and so they could be turned com­
pletely away from their sins. See vv. 19,  26. 

""" ;;.. "'''''''-__ -<-a.\(e" .\:.h0, ,, 
HOW WAS THE LAME MAN HEALED? God did it! "";,. .. �\,,, a .. ,..'" ,\\",,,,,-Y�io� 

-- >OJ. k."',," (;o�1. 
What , then, are the main lessons that we are to learn from the 
DiiiSsap;i"Which Peter brOUght? 

- - -- - -- -

I. HIS EMPHASIS ON GOD, AND ON JESUS CHRIST, IN CONNECTION 
WITH ALL THAT HAS TO DO WITH OUR SALVATION. 

(Read the sections of the sermon where God and/or Christ are 
specifically mentioned. ) 

Peter uses the miracle as a means of preaching the Gospel . 
And all through his message we see that salvation is a 
work which God does through His Son and for the glory of His 
Son! 

That is illustrated in the way the miracle was performed. 

II. HIS EMPHASIS ON FAITH -- AND ESPECIALLY THAT EVEN IT COMES 
FROM GOD. 

See v. 1 6 .  How interesting that Peter would talk to un­
believers about the source of our faith! Cf. Rom. 10: 1 7 ;  
Heb. 1 2 : 2 ;  Eph. 2:8, 9. 

This man who was healed exercised faith, but the faith came 
from God, not from himself! 

It is important to know this also in connection with our 
salvation. 

III. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PERFECT WORK THAT WAS PERFORMED ON 
THE LAME MAN. 

See the words "perfect soundrtess."  It points to the fact 
that when the Lord healed him there were no physical defects 
remaining -- there was nothing else physically that the Lord 
could have done for him! 

What a picture of our salvation! 

A. This has to do with our sins. See vv. 1 9 ,  26. 
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B. This has to do with the return of our Lord in glory: 
"the times of refreshing" (v. 1 9) ,  pointing to � cooling 
2f£ (which would follow the suffering of the Lord ' s  
people) • 

If the Lord in His sovereignty could overrule the hatred 
of the Jews so that what they did was actually a ful­
fillment of God ' s  plans for their salvation, then He 
could surely see that the promised "times of refreshing" 
actually would come. 

C .  Finally, note the reference to  "the times of restitution 
of all things. "  Cf. v. 21 . 

This points to the ultimate end of salvation. Just as 
the man was better than he bad ever been, so the Lord 
will restore the universe so that it is better than it 
was even before the Fall ! 

What an amazing illustration Peter had in this healed man of 
the full scope of our salvation. Cf. Rom. 8: 1 8-23. 

But notice another thing from Peter ' s  message: 

IV. THE PERFECT AGREEMENT CONCERNING SALVATION BETWEEN THE OLD 
TESTAMENT ANn THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

There are not two or three or seven ways of salvation in 
Scripture. THERE IS JUST ONE 'WAY. It is always and only 
through Christ! 

Peter mentions "all" of the .'prophets. See vv .  18 ,  21 , 24. 
And then he specifically mentions Moses and Samuel and 
Abraham. 

Thus Peter was not .;preaching a new doctrine, but he was 
declaring the hope of all of the prophets of I srael . Cf. 
Acts 4: 1 2  which applies to all times. 

Finally, 

V. A WARNING. 

Notice Peter' s  emphasis on "ignorance . "  
important aspect of Scriptural teaching. 

Cf. also Luke 23: 34. Also 1 Tim. 1 : 1 3. 

This is a very 
See v. 1 7 .  

Judas was not ignorant . Neither was Esau • . . Cf. Reb. 1 2 : 1 6, 
1 7 .  

Now contrast the lie passages with Reb. 10: 26-31 . It is the 



most dangerous thing to hear the Word and to understand the 
Word, and then to reject the Word! 

Cf. John 9:41 ; 1 5 : 22. The Gospel was sent to the Jews 
"first" (Acts 3 :26 ) ,  with the implication that it would 
later go to the Gentiles also. But here Peter is dispelling 
their ignorance, and making them fully responsible for their 
response to the Gospel. 

We cannot say when men reject the Gospel in the full know­
ledge of what they are doing, but we need to be warned of 
the possibility. 

Concl: The healed man is God' s illustration of salvation -- a 
work of God, by faith in Christ, a perfect work, the 

same in the OT as in the NT. And yet with it all there is a 
solemn warning. 

Cf. Acts 1 3: 46.  
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THE APOSTLES IN COURT 
Acts 4: 1 -22 

Intro: In some ways there are some parallels in teaching the 
book of Acts as compared with teaching the book of 

Genesis. We are�ling in both books with things that happened 
for the first time. 

For example,  � Genesis you must deal with the first day, 
the first creation, the first man, the first Sabbath, the 
first temptation, the first sin, the first judgment, etc. 
In Acts, in connection with the Church, you have the first 
meeting, the first message, the first converts, the first 
miracle -- and these are followed by a lot of other firsts! 

In our passage this morning we come to the first opposition. 
The Apostles had been well-acquainted with trouble during the 
ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, but this was the first that 
they had had to face by themselves. It is � possible � 
Peter and � stood right where the Lord Jesus had stood when 
� appeared before the Sanhedrin ! If so , what a different Peter 
they saw -- and, if so, what ominous implications this must have 
had for these Apostles as the work of the Church was just 
beginningl 

And, as in teaching the book of Genesis and in dealing with the 
firsts that we find there, we are often compelled to say, "This 
was the first , but it was not the last ,"  so we must say the same 
here. THIS WAS THE FIRST OPPOSITION, BUT IT WAS BY NO MEANS THE 
LAST! This was mild in comparison with the opposition that was 
coming. This is the first evidence that the Church had of the 
attitude of the world toward them and toward the message that 
they had to proclaim. And as often as the Church has stayed by 
its message, it has gotten this kind of a response from the 
world -- wherever it has been proclaimedl But , when the message 
has been changed, or watered down, there has been little or no 
trouble! .2!l! � � which � .£!!:!! check to � if .. � � preach­
ing what the early Church preached l! �  noticing whether � not 
� � getting the � � £!. response from the world � 
they E2i. 

But now let us turn to our text in Acts 4 -- -and let us notice 

I .  THE SUCCESSION OF EVENTS AT THIS TIME. 

It sound very much like a court report in our own day. 

A. First, they were arrested (Acts 4: 1 -4) . 

Notice two things: 
The reason they 
The evidence of 
-- in v. 4. 

were arrested -- in v. 2. 
blessing in spite of the opposition 
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B. Secondly, they were interrogated (Acts 4 : 5- 14 ) . 

The Jews were not exactly honest in their questioning. 
(See v. 7 ,  and compare this with v. 2.)  But Peter gave 
them the answer they asked for -- and then he gave them 
a lot that they did not ask for! 

C .  Thirdly, the Council deliberated (Acts  4: 1 5-1 7 ) .  

There i s  no question but that the men on the Council 
were in trouble. In fact ,  after Peter' s remarks it was &9:.i9 %."'t.A: Jc.hL 
as one commentator has,accusers became the accused, and 
they were the ones who stood on trial l 

They would like to have done more, but they were afraid 
of the people. See v. 21 . 

D. Fourth and lastly, the Apostles were threatened (Acts 
4: 1 8-22) .  

So this opposition actually amounted to nothing but a 
night in jail, a temporary interruption in their preach­
ing, and a certain degree of humiliation (perhaps) at 
being charged with such a normally powerful group as the 
Sanhedrin I 

-

Before we go back to consider the earlier part of the 
story, note how circumstances thrust upon the Apostles 
the need to answer some important questions for all time 
to come. Such as, 
1 )  What do you do when the authority of men comes into 

open conflict with the will of God? 
2) How do you carry on your work in such a time, 

secretly, or openly? 
3) Is the grace o f  God sufficient for the Lord ' s  ser- . 

vants in a time like this to give them the courage 
to carry on in their work in spite of the threats? 

It would be impossilbe to number those saints throughout 
the history of the Church who have found strength and 
guidance from these few verses at the end of our text. 

But now let us go back and take a closer look at Peter and John, 
the men through whom the Lord did these mighty works. What kind 
of men were they? I s  there any possibility that we can be like 
they were? 

I I .  THE DESCRIPTION OF PETER AND JOHN. 

Basically three things are said. The first is not too 
complimentary. 

A. "They were unlearned and ignorant men" (Acts 4: 1 3 ) .  
What does this mean? 
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Actually it means that Peter and John were a couple of 
nobodies ! They were the kind of men the Sanhedrin 
should not have' bothered themselves with. "Unlearned" 
means . that they had not been trained in the schools of 
the day; "ignorant" means that they had no position, no 
standing -- they were not recognized rabbisl  They � 
nothing! 

But this is the way that the Lord intended that it 
should be. Cf. 1 Cor. 1 : 26-31 . 

What a warning this should be to us against educational 
systems ! They can be great instruments in the hands of 
God, but it seems that they quickly deteriorate into 
accrediting organizations for the Church. The Lord' s 
servants are judged by the years that they have spent in 
school and by the degrees that they have. Sometimes 
this means a great deal; in other cases it means nothing. 
It is quite interesting to see that these early servants 
of the Lord were not known for their schooling. In 
fact, they were despised because they had none. And yet 
look at what happened under their ministry. 

Now, so we won' t  think that the Word of God puts a premium 
on ignorance, let us look more closely to see what else is 
said about Peter and John. 

Look at v. 1 3  again -- the last part: 

B. "They (the Sanhedrin) took knowledge of them (Peter and 
John) , that they (Peter and John) had been with Jesus . "  

Oh, how much is bound up in that little prepOSition, 
"with." 

Cf. Mark 3 : 1 4  with reference to the calling of the 
twelve -- "that they should be with him. " 

This is where Peter and John had been living. This is 
where they had learned. "Jesus" was the One Who had 
trained them. And this was not only descriptive of 
their lives before our Lord' s  ascension, but even after­
wards! This is a fellowship which you and I can enjoy. 
This is more important than all of the schools on earth. 
In fact, if our schools do not teach. our young servants 
of the Lord how to live with the Lord and how to walk 
with the Lord, they are more of a hindrance than they 
are a helpl 

People notice our education today, and our equipment, 
and our methods, but do they notice something about us 
that indicates that we live in the very presence of the 
Lord of glory? 
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Let us dwell on these words until the importance is 
forever stamped upon our hearts. 

But there is another thing that we need to notice. 

C. Peter was "filled with the Holy Spirit" (v. 8) . And 
undoubtedly the same was true of John! 

How can you be filled with the Holy Spirit? From the 
context of this chapter it is evident that, if we are 
with the Lord Jesus on a daily, regular basis, and if 
we are learning the Word from Him, we will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit! 

Again notice that this is not necessarily connected with 
schooling! You have the educated Sanhedrin here, men 
who did not even know the Lord. On the other hand, you 
have untrained, unrecognized fishermen -- regenerated, 
taught by the Lord, filled with the Spirit -- and they 
were the men whom God used to turn Jerusalem upside downl 

But there is one more thing for us to notice in this passage. 
What was the proof that these men, Peter and John, had been with 
the Lord, and that they were filled with the Holy Spirit? After 
all ,  these are easy claims to make, but there has to be some 
evidence that they are true ! What does our text indicate as to: 

III. THE EVIDENCE OF GOD' S  HAND UPON THEM. 

A. They preached and taught. 

This was the big problem to the Sanhedrin. See v. 2. 
And this was what they wanted stopped. See v. 18. And 
yet there never has been a great moving of the Spirit of 
God throughout the history of the Church which did not 
come through preaching! 

Cf. 1 Cor. 1 : 1 7 ,  18.  

Whenever the Church has been weak it has always been at 
times when there has been a neglect of the preaching 
ministry. 

But it is not 
cerned about. 
attention to 

just preaching as such that we must be con­
True Biblical preaching pays particular 

B. The message that is preached. 

See v. 2 for the message. See also vv. 8-12 .  See the 
elllPhasis on "the name of Jesus" in v. 18.  We must 
preach what the Apostles preached if we want to see the 
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blessing which they experienced! 

But then notice another thing about their preaching. It 
has to do with 

C .  How they preached. 

They preached boldly, fearlessly, effectively, incessant­
£!, openly! 

The pressure was 
could not stop. 
v. 201 

Cf. Jer. 20: 9. 

on them to stop it altogether, but they 
Do we know the compulsion expressed in 

To preach boldly actually means that they did not hold 
a single thing back, they told everything that they were 
commissioned to tell. Cf. Paul in Acts 20:20. 

Concl: What a challenge this should be to us -- to see the men 
that God uses, the emphasis on their message, the Lord ' s  

care over them in trouble, and the blessing that accompanied 
the preaching of the Word of God. 

But where does it all start? By being with the Lord Jesus. 
Nothing can compensate for this. If we-are to work effectively 
as His servants, we must be with Him -- learning from Him, lis­
tening to Him, worshipping Him, and gOing forth in obedience to 
preach Him in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

God ' s  ways have not changed. This is the way to blessing and 
the way to see people turned to the Lord forever! 
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A PRAYER MEETING 
Acts 4: 23-37 

Intro: At the present time we are going through the book of 
Acts in our. '.morning services. Usually I would turn 

aside from such a series as this on Easter Sunday to speak 
about the resurrection of Christ. But there is really no need 
to change when you are in the book of Acts because no book of 
the Bible has !!:!liI � to say about Christ ' s  resurreotIOrlthan 
� .!hi! book! This was the theme of the messages that the 
Apostles preached. It is this truth that is at the heart of the 
Gospel. It is stated very clearly in verse 33 of our text. So 
there is really .!!2. � fEE. � to leave � present series � -
order to speak about the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Let us see how it came up. 

The Apostles (Peter and John) had had their first taste of 
opposition since the ascension of the Lord Jesus. They had 
spent a night in jail, had appeared for trial before·: .the Sanhed­
rin, and the decision had been that they were not "to speak at 
all nor teach in the name of Jesus" (Acts 4: 1Sb)." 

After their release, the Apostles had gone back to the people of 
the Jerusalem church, and that is where our text for today picks 
up the story. It begins with 

I .  THE REPORT OF PETER AND JOHN (Acts 4: 23) . 

Luke ' s  account here is very brief, but it must have taken 
some time to tell "all that the chief priests and elders had 
said unto them. " 

This undoubtedly included also all that Peter and John had 
said to the chief priests and elders. 

There was no doubt but that a very serious situation had 
developed -- and that it was going to get worse (as it did) ! 
The highest Jewish authority had issued their ultimatum: 
You � never again to speak .£!: teach anything .1!!!i � to do 
with Jesus Christ! That would not affeot the preaching of 
;any preachers because they never talk about the Lord anyway, 
but that would have put an end to all of the preaching of the 
Apostles because they did not preach about anybody but the 
Lord! 

So they were faced with a problem: Would they obey the San­
hedrin, or would they obey the Lord? He had said, "Ye shall 
be witnesses unto me , "  but the Sanhedrin had said that this 
kind of preaching had to stop! What would they do? 

It was no difficult for them to answer. They had only one 
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course that they could take: They must obey the Lord -- and 
they had told the Sanhedrin what they would do! 

However, it, is evident that they did not take the warning light­
ly, nor did the church receive it as though it were an insigni­
ficant thing because the next thing we see is 

I I .  THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Acts 4: 24-30) .  

Now we have come again this morning to two of the outstand­
ing characteristics of the early church: they preached the 
the Word of God, and they prayed! _, 

We saw that they prayed in chapter 1 when they were about 
to replace Judas. 

In chapter 2, verse 42, we read that "they continued stead­
fastly • •  in prayers . "  

A major part of their praying was praise ! 

They prayed because they needed guidance. They prayed be­
cause they needed the Lord ' s  help and blessing. Every true 
child of God will pray. About the first thing that was said 
of the Apostle Paul after he was saved was, "Behold, he 
prayeth" (Acts 9: 1 1 ) .  This was the way Ananias was to 
identify him. 

So here, after the church heard the Apostles' report, it was 
evident to all that they needed to pray. But how did they 
pray? What did they .PE& for? Let us examine the prayer to 
see what we can learn for the benefit of our own prayer life. 

Notice, as we begin to look at their prayer, that we do not 
get to any request until we come to the last two verses 
29, 30. 

The 

11 
A. 

first part of the prayer has to do with God: 
Who He is. 
What He has done. 
What He .,nas said. 
His overruling sovereignty. 

They began with God. 

1 .  Who is He? What was He to them? 

They speak of three things: 

a. He is Lord -- Despot. This is not a word to be 
feared when you apply it to God. It is a word 
willed with comfort and hope. It means that He 
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owned them , absolutely, and that He possessed 
"uncontrolled power" (Thayer, p. 1 30).  The San­
hedrin had spoken as though they were running 
things , but they weren ' t !  God was! And God had 
the right to do with His people as He wanted to 
do ! 

b. He is God. Let your mind take this in. S� it 
over and over, if you need to. "Thou art God'" 
The men of the Sanhedrin were not to be despised, 
but , remember, they were just men! God is the 
only One Who is God! 

Now let me combine the third thing that they had to say 
about God with 

2. What He had done. 

He has "made heaven, 
and earth, 
and the sea , 
and all that in them is" ! 

The church prayed like the OT saints so often; ,prayed 
-- recognizing God has Creator! 

Thi s ,  too, speaks of His power, but it also speaks 
of the fact that God is a God of purpose. Hedid not 
create the world just because He had nothing else to 
do, but there were great, eternal issues involved in 
His creative work -- purposes that touched the lives 
of all of those in the early church, and purposes 
that touch each of our lives. 

You can see how much we have been robbed of in these 
d�s when we see everyWhere the denial of God as the 
Creator. You see it everyWhere in the Word, and it 
is a vi tal part of our p�ing to recognize that God 
is our Creator, and that His power remains the same , 
and our circumstances have not changed His purposes! 

But then the church does another very significant thing. 
They recognize 

3 .  What He has said. 

You and I will never be able to pr� correctly and 
effectively as long as we ignore the Word of God. 

What did they learn from Scripture? 

Why they learned that what was happening was what 
God had said in His Word they should expect to 
happen. One thousand years before the Spirit of God 
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had indicated through David in the second Psalm that 
kings , rulers, and people , 
Jews and Gentiles, 
everybody 
would rise up as one mighty force "against the Lord, 
and against his Christ" ! 

They could hardly agree on anything else, BUT THEY 
WERE IN SOLID AGREEMENT ON THIS POINT -- and they 
still are ! 

See how the people recognize the truth of God ' s  Word 
in v. 27. 

But wai t !  The best, and the most amazing, is yet to be 
said. And it has to do with 

4. The overruling sovereignty, the providence of God: 
"For to do whatsoever � hand and � counsel 
determined before to be done" (Acts 4 : 28 ) .  

The Lord had been at work through the godless actions 
of men at the Cross, and He was still working. The 
very fact that the church was praying was evidence 
of how God was using this opposition to accomplish 
His own purposes. 

All of these things had a profound 
,
effect upon 

B. Their request . 

They did not ask for the difficulty to be removed. They 
did not pray that they would have no more trial s. That 
would have meant that the Word needed to be changed, and 
it would also have meant that the world needed to be 
changed. The world is not going to be changed in that 
way; it is passing away. It is under the judgment of 
God. 

But what did they pray? 

THEY PRAYED FOR BOLDNESS TO SPEAK THE WORD WITH THE 
BLESSING OF GOD ATTENDING THEIR MINISTRY. 

(Comment on the word, "boldnes s . ") 

This is what we need at Trinity Bible Church. There are 
those who say that when you talk about the sovereignty 
of God, when you teach election, when you emphasize that 
God is doing a work that has been ordained from eternity 
past, that you are going to become ingrown, that you 
will kill any evangelism, that such a church will die. 
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Let me say just the opposite this morning. The church 
is fat and flabby and weak and worldly today because we 
have ignored the fact that our God is sovereign, that 
He does have a plan, that He is saving those He chooses 
to save , and that He is accomplishing His eternal pur­
poses in His way for His own glory. And all of the 
opposition that is directed against His churoh only helps 
to fulfill His will! 

I trust that you see all of this in the Word of God this 
morning. We have every reason to be enoouraged ,  and 
every reason to pray in faith that the Lord will stand 
behind us tOQay as He did 2,000 years ago with His people 
when they oried to Him for His blessing. 

Now let us take a brief look at 

III. THE GOD-GIVEN RESULTS -- THE ANSWER TO THEIR PRAYER (Acts 
4 :3 1-37 ) .  

A. First, The Lord gave them a speoial indication that He 
had heard, and that He was there: "And when they had 
prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled 
together" (v. 31a) . 

Perhaps He will give us a token of His blessing toQay. 

B. Second, "they were all filled with the Holy Spirit" 
(v. 31m) . 

c .  Third, "they spoke the word of God with boldness" 
(v. 31b) . 

Note what they spoke, and how! 

D. Fourth, there was an inner work done in all of their 
hearts ,  making them "of one heart and of one soul . "  See 
v. 32a. 

And for the thousands of believers, this was truly amaz­
ing! 

E .  Finally, there was an outward manifestation of that 
oneness in the generosity that prevailed, the love that 
they showed for each other: "and great grace � upon 
� all" (v. 33b ) .  

It does not mean that everybody sold everything, nor 
even that everybody took part in this. Perhaps Barnabas 
is mentioned because of the exoeptional gift that he 
made. But it does mean that there was such a spirit of 
love and generosity that no one went without the supply 
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their needs. It was all done "decently and in order" 
( 1  Cor. 14 :40).  

Concl : What a message there is for us in this passage ! Let me 
just mention four things as I close: 

1 )  We must not be discouraged by criticism and opposition. In 
fact, we ought to expect it and be encouraged by it. It is 
one proof that we are on the right track. 

2) We must pray. This is one reason for our trials -- to make 
us know how dependent we are upon the Lord. 

3) We must not hold back any part of the truth. We must con­
tinue personally and as a church to declare all of the truth 
of God. It makes no difference whether men like it or not; 
we have a charge to keep, and a God to glorify ! 

4) Let us look for and expect the blessing of God. The truth 
has been buried long enough. Our God is sovereign. He is 
at work, and He is invincible. We are on the winning side. 
Let us go forth in the victory that is ours because our 
Saviour is a living Saviour, the One Who has conquered sin 
and death and the grave and the world and Satan. 

Conclude with the words of We Rest On Thee, Our Shield and Our 
Defender""TIVCF Hymns, #9) . .  - -

If time permits, sing #579 in theTrinity Hymnal to the tune of 
Finlandia: Be Still, !:rl. .22:!!!. A 
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ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA 
or 

THE CHURCH ' S  FIRST HYPOCRITES 
Acts 5 : 1- 1 1  

Intro: Sometimes it is hard to get a subject that will really 
describe the main theme of a passage . But there are 

many that we could choose for this passage. Either of the two 
given above would do -- or we could call this 

SIN UNTO DEATH 

or we could give it the title 

SATAN ' S  FIRST ATTACK AGAINST THE INFANT CHURCH 

This was definitely � first --

THE FIRST EVIDENCE OF TROUBLE WITHIN 

Trouble had appeared from without , in the form of persecution, 
but that only strengthened the Church. This is another matter. 

Calvin says that up to this point it was as though Luke was 
writing about a company of angels instead of a company of men, 
but now that is all changed. GOD ' S  HAND OF JUDGMENT falls upon 
His people. We are to learn that Satan is not asleep. As the 
adversary of God and His people, He attacks the Church in a most 
subtle way. How important it is for us to understand this pass­
age and to see the message that it has for us today! 

Those of us who are a part of Trinity Bible Church, this new 
work which we believe God has raised up, have great cause to be 
interested in a passage like this. Satan is not going to leave 
us alone. He obviously hates the doctrines which exalt God ' s  
sovereign grace as he hates any and everything that has to do 
with the glory of God. So we can expect trouble .  And the most 
subtle trouble ,  the trouble that will cause the most serious 
consequences, is the trouble that will arislF from within! 
Trouble from without tends to driv;-US together and to strengthen 
us, but trOUble from within tends to divide and weaken us. Satan 
knows thi s .  He has many methods that he employs. Sometimes he 
appears as "a roaring lion" ( 1  Pet. 5:8) ; sometimes as "an angel 
of light" (2 Cor. 1 1 : 14) .  In other words, sometimes he shows 
himself as an enemy, sometimes as a friend. The latter is by far 
the most dangerous for us, because, regardless of how he comes, 
he is always Satan , he is always our enemy, our adversary, and 
his intention is always to destroy any work of God and he will 
use any means that he has to to accomplish his purpose . 

Let me illustrate how careful we need to be and where we need to 
be careful from some reading that I have been doing this past 
week. 

A few weeks ago I mentioned to you that I had heard that Dr. 
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Martyn Lloyd-Jones had died. Since then that unwelcome news has 
been confirmed from several sources. I have in my hand a paper 
which I recently subscribed to, printed in England, and this whole 
issue has been devoted to Dr. Lloyd-Jones in honor of the long 
and fruitful ministry the Lord gave him. It says that he was 
"called to glory on March 1 st" of this year! A few years ago 
I wrote to Dr. Lloyd-Jones trying to get him to come to Portland. 
He was unable to come then because of surgery that he was going 
to have, but he expressed the hope that he might be able to come 
later. As you know, he never did -- and now he never will ! We 
must accept that as the will of God. 

But I have a special reason for mentioning him. His books have 
been a special blessing to me. Some of his titles are: 1 j  Spiritual Depression -- Ii[ Cause � �. 
2 The Plight .2! � � � Power of God. 
3 A commentary of several volumes on Ephesians. 
4 A commentary of several volumes on Romans. 
And he wrote other books and many, many articles. 

But he also did a lot of reading, and it was not uncommon to 
find his name attacked to some of the Puritan writers or Reformed 
writers of the past. Dr. Lloyd-Jones was a thorough-going Cal­
vinist, and he loved to proclaim the doctrines of grace. 

One writer he recommended was a Puritan by the name of Richard 
Sibbes. I had never heard of Mr. Sibbes myself until just a few 
years ago when largely because of Dr. Lloyd-Jones' recommendation 
I picked up the first volume of reprints of Mr. Sibbes' writings 
which was issued by Banner of Truth. This volume contained two 
messages by Mr. Sibbes which Dr. Lloyd-Jones mentioned in parti­
cular: The Bruised Reed and The Soul ' s  Conflict. This is what 
Dr. Lloyd-Jones wrote-about them: 

I will never cease to be grateful to Richard Sibbes who 
was balm to my soul at a period in my life when I was 
overworked and badly overtired • • • his books !he 
Bruised Reed and The Soul ' s  Conflict qUietened,-SOothed, 
comforted, encouraged and healed me • • • 

This week I have been reading The Bruised Reed. He dedicated it 
to a prominent British military man who li�back in the 1 600' s 
when this message was first preached. In that dedication Richard 
Sibbes mentioned three things which the Lord ' s people need to be 
constantly concerned about, and yet he indicated at the same time 
that we can so focus on one that we neglect the others. And this 
is when we open the door to Satan. 

The three things are: 
1 �  Victory. 
2 Truth. 
3 Goodness. 

Let me give you three other words which I believe that Mr. Sibbes 
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could also have used, words which mean the same: 
1 � Blessing. 
2 The preaching of the Word. 
3 Holiness. 

We believe that the Lord has brought us together for the procla­
mation of truths which the Church has been neglecting in recent 
years, the doctrines of God' s  divine and sovereign grace. And 
we are expecting and praying for blessing. We want to see great 
victories which in the past have accompanied the preaching of 
the whole counsel of God. BUT -- are we just as concerned about 
Mr. Sibbes '  third point: "goodness" in our lives, holiness of 
life? Are we in danger of overlooking the fact that blessing 
only comes through the preaching of the Word when the Lord ' s  
people are just as concerned about personal holiness as they are 
about blessing and about true, Biblical preaching? 

This is where Ananias and Sapphira made their tragic mistake. 
They forgot about holiness! Actually, they forgot about God! 
They forgot (if they ever knew) what the Lord told Samuel when 
when Samuel went to the home of Jesse to anoint a king for Israel 
-- that "the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart" ( 1  Sam. 
1 6 : 7b) . 

Ananias and Sapphira needed the truth of Heb. 4: 1 3 ,  
Neither i s  there any creature that i s  not manifest in his 
(God ' s )  sight : but all things are anked and opened unto 
the "eyes of him with whom we have to do. 

They had become like the scribes and Pharisees who did their 
works "to be seen of men" (Matt. 23: 5a) . 

Now let us look at the text to see how all of this came about. 

Vv. 1 ,  2 tell us what they did, and then 
vv. 3-6 refer especially to Ananias, while 
vv. 7-1 1 refer especially to Sapphira. 

Let us ask, first of all , 

I .  WHEN DID IT HAPPEN? 

Actually chapter 5 is a continuation of chapter 4 and the 
events that are described at the end of that chapter. All 
of this happened when the Church was at the height of its 
blessing. See Acts 4:33 -- and then the verses that follow 
to the end of chapter 4. They were seeing victory on all 
sides, within the Church and without, as � �  was being 
preached. Love was evident everywhere -- love for the Lord 
and love for the Lord ' s  people!  A spontaneous movement had 
been started in the hearts of the people (not commanded by 
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the Apostles) so that the saints were selling their lands and 
houses and bringing the money to the Apostles. � is where 
:!!!!. first � Barnabas. 

Thus, it is important to see that this first real trouble 
within the Church came about over money! 

Cf. 1 Tim. 6 : 10 .  

And note that although they were not together from v. 3 on, 
yet vv. 1 ,  2 indicate that 
1 )  They both came with their money, and 
2) They were careful to see that they "laid it at the 

apostles '  feet . .. 

But now let us make sure that we understand 

I I .  THE PROBLEM. 

Two 
1 )  

But 
2)  

things are obvious: 
They did not have to bring anything. This is apparent 
from Peter' s words in v. 4. 
notice this also: 
They did not really want to bring anything! They felt 
pressured to act like the other believers were acting, 
to give some evidence that they loved the Lord, and that 
they were willing to sacrfice for His people. � they 
refused .i2. face .i!:!!. .f!.2i � things � E!?i right . in 
their hearts!  

Consequently they were hypocrites -- which is the Greek word 
for !:l actor, � stage-player, � who pretends to � some­
� when .h2. ll-actually another person! 

Long before this Solomon had written a word that should be 
inscribed in the memory of every child of God: 

Keep thy heart with all diligence ; for out of it are 
the issues of life (Prov. 4:23). 

And about 4QO yeiU'a: later the Lord said to Jeremiah, 
The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked: who can know it? (Jer. 1 7 : 1 9 ) .  

A person who i s  a complete hypocrite cannot be a true child 
of God, but that is not our problem that we are concerned 
about just now. We need to be concerned about certain areas 
in our lives where we may be hypocrites. 

Do you pretend to love the Lord more than you actually do? 
Are there sins in your life, ways in which you are flirting 
with sin, things you read, or possibly pictures that you 
look at, or attitudes that you harbor, secret sins you 
indulge in -- things whioh you are tolerating, but have 
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never actually faced? Do you pray in public, but not in 
private? Parents, would you punish your children for things 
that you do yourself? Do you pretend to be humble when 
actually your heart is full of pride? 

Maybe I haven' t  touched on the thing that is your problem, 
but just as the Lord enable Peter to know the hypocrisy of 
Ananias and Sapphira, so you know if there are ways in which 
you are just acting a part ! 

Let me point out another thing from our text: 

III. THE UNVEILING OF ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA'S SIN. 

The Lord knew what was going on, and He revealed it to 
Peter. We never hide anything from the Lord. Read Psalm 
1 39 if you are in doubt. 

Remember how Moses warned the 2t tribes of what would 
happen if they went back on their promise to the other 9t 
tribes? "Be sure your sin will find you out" (Num. 32:23b) . 
1.1:. always does! 

Look at the questions that Peter asked: 
1 )  First, to Ananias in v. 3. 
2) Then, to Sapphira in v. 9. 
"Why?" means two things at least: 
1 ) How could Sa.tan do such a thing? 
2) What do you think was his reason for doing this? 
You see, even though Ananias and Sapphira were fully respon­
sible for their sins, yet Satan was at the foundation of it 
all. He deceives us into thinking that God does not know, 
or that He won' t  do anything about it anyway -- and so we 
go on. 

But look! 

IV. THE HAND OF DIVINE JUDGMENT. 

Both Ananias and Sapphira had sinned unto death! See vv. 5a 
and 9b, 10 .  

Look at Phil . 1 : 6  in this light. The Lord will not let His 
own people continue to act a part. He will deal with us so 
that our inner man and our outward behavior agree with each 
other. There is nothing that is more discouraging for 
people to find out than to discover that we are different 
inwardly from what we are outwardly. 

We all have this problem. It is apparent from Genesis 3 on 
that sin has made us all hypocrites to some extent. Ma;y the 
Lord, in the words of the Puritan, Riohard Sibbes,  make us 
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just as concerned about being holy as we are to see His 
blessing and to preach � �! 

What were 

V. THE HESULTS? 

See vv. 5b and 1 1 .  

Don 't say that the fear of the Lord is just OT truth I If 
you think that obea.Tei1Oeto the Lord is just optional , and 
that the Lord will tolerate our hypocrisies, just read 
2 Cor. 6 : 1 4-7: 1  and note also Eph. 5: 21 . 

It is still true that 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: 
and the knowledge of the holy is understanding 
(Prov. 9: 10 ) . 

Conol: I trust that we will always be a people who will accept 
nothing from the pulpit of Trinity Bible Church but the 

solid preaching of the Word of God, and that we will always be 
crying out to God for greater and greater blessing, BUT I TRUST 
THAT YOU AND I, ALL OF US, WILL ALWAYS BE KNOWN AS PEOPLE WHO 
ARE EQUALLY INTERESTED IN HOLINESS OF,H&ART AND LIFE, and that 
the Lord will never let the charge of hypocrisy to be laid 
against us. 

Let our prayer be each day Psa. 1 39 :�3 , 24 and Psa. 1 9 : 1 4. 
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MEN AGAINST GOD 
Acts 5: 1 2-42 

Intro: From the very beginning of the Church the preaching of 
the Gospel has been risky business. The New Testament 

will bear that out. 

This past week I bought a book which has the stories of several 
of the Lord ' s  servants from the past. Some of the chapter head­
ings read like this: 

John Rogers: martyr 
John Hooper: bishop and martyr 
Rowland Taylor: martyr 
Hugh Latimer: bishop and martyr 
John Bradford: martyr 
Nicholas Ridley: bishop and martyr 

(Ryle ' s  Light !!2! Old Times) 
Of course, hundreds upon hundreds of names could be added to 
that list plus the many who have suffered in various ways for 
the Gospel . John Bunyan, for example, spent 1 2  years in jail 
because he refused to stop preaching the Gospel . 

However, this kind of treatment of the Lord ' s  people did not 
start with the Church. When the Lord was denouncing the scribes 
and the Pharisees in Matthew 23, He spoke of Jerusalem in these 
words: 

o Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets , 
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, • • 

Such treatment was not unexpeoted by the Apostles. In the Upper 
Room the Lord had said to them, 

If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it 
hated you. • •  If they have persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you; • •  These things have I spoken unto you, 
that ye should not be offended. They shall put you out 
of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever 
killeth you will think that he doeth God service (John 
1 5: 1 8, 20m; 1 6: 1 ,  2) . 

As we come to Acts 5 we have 
one in chapter 7: Stephen! 
il:!! handwriting 2E il:!! !!!!:li. 

had no matryrs, but we will have 
But even in chapter 5 we can see 

One thing that is obvious as we study the opposition and perse­
cution that the Lord and His servants have faced is that it 
has most frequently come from those who professed to believe in 
God, and many times from those who claimed to be followers of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is very true that "the blood of the martyrs has become the 
seed of the Church" ! Even this saying which is often quoted 
expresses the faot that , with all of the opposition, there has 
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side to the history of the Lord ' s  work, apparent in this chapter, 
which we cannot overlook. It is that all of the persecution and 
even martyrdom has not stopped the Lord ' s  work; in fact, it has 
often flourished the most when the fires of persecution have been 
the hottest ! 

If there are two verses in our text this morning which seem to 
sum up the outstanding fact about the Lord ' s  work, they are vv. 
38, 39 -- the well-known words of Gamaliel, words which have 
been interpreted in a variety of ways, and yet words which stand 
in Scripture � !!.  tremendous testimony to the sovereignty 2f. Q2.2; 
in His work. Let me read them again: -- �d� I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let 

the alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, 
it will come to nought: But if it be of God, ye cannot 
overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight 
against God. 

The NASB renders that latter part , "or else you may even be 
found fighting against God" l 

MEN AGAINST GOD I What kind of success have they had? 
men fared who-have dared to stand against God? Let us 
examining our text in Acts 5. 

Let us note, first of all , 

1 .  THE CONTENT OF THIS LENGTHY PASSAGE. 

We can briefly summarize it in the following words: 1 The Apostles' miracles. 
2 The additions to the Church. 
3 The Apostles imprisoned. 
4 Their release by � angel ! 
5 The Apostles teaching "in the templ e . "  
6 They are apprehended again. 
7 Their statement to the Jewish official.s. 
8 Gamaliel ' s  famous statement. 
9 The Apostles beaten. 10 The Apostles' joy. 

How have 
begin by 

1 1 Their daily teaching and preaching "in the temple . "  

It is really an amazing story, isn 't  it? The opposition was 
growing, but the work of the Lord was not only continuing; 
it was enjoying great blessing. History was being repeated. 
Men were taking their stand against God (not just against 
His people, or His servants) , and it is evident that they, 
the men, were losing the battle. 

Now I want to do a second thing in connection with this passage. 
I want to answer this question: WHAT EVIDENCE WAS THERE THAT 
THE JEWS WERE FIGHTING AGAINST GOD, AND NOT JUST AGAINST ANOTHER 
GROUP OF MEN WHO CLAIMED TO BE THE SERVANTS OF GOD? 



Let us note: 

II. THE EVIDENCE THAT THIS WAS A WORK OF GOD. 

This is very easy to prove. 

A. Ey the miracles (Acts 5: 1 2a, 1 5 , 1 6) .  

Acts 5 : 1 �-4� t5)  

One miracle in Acts 3 had thrown Jerusalem into great 
turmoil , but look at these verses and see what was 
happening now! Hundreds were being healed! In fact, 
every sick person who was brought to the Apostles went 
away well ! 

Somebody needed to remember those words of another 
famous Jew, Nicodemus in John 3:2 , who said, 

Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God: for no man can do these miracles 
that thou doest, except God be with him. 

This was the first evidence that God was at work. 

B.  Ey the multitudes who were being "added to  the Lord" 
(Acts 5: 1 4

)
. 

What an unusual expression this is! They were not just 
joining the Jerusalem church; they were being "added to 
the Lord" ! Lives were being changed. Trophies of grace 
were being won. It was very evident that God was at 
work. 

This is the greatest miracle of all. 
could write the tremendous statement 
Romans 1 : 1 6 , "For I am not ashamed . 

But notice a third evidence: 

This is why Paul 
that we have in 

" 

C .  By the work and the words of "the angel of the Lord" 
(Acts 5: 1 9 , 20) . 

This happened again to Peter in Acts 12 , but it had not 
happened before this instance in Acts 5 ! And it cer­
tainly did not happened every day even then! 

Read Acts 5 : 23. How 
must have felt! The 
no security at all ! 

foolish the keepers of the prison 
greatest security of men is really 
God was at work! 

We also Bee evidence that the Lord was at work in several 
things that happened to the Apostles, or in several things 
that they did. 

D. By what the Apostles did after they were released. 
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What would you have done? Would you have gone right 
back to the temple? See Acts 51 21a. This was not the 
normal thing to expect from the Apostles, and the fact 
that they did it is evidence of what God was doing in 
their hearts. The grace of God was upon them! 

See also further evidenoe 

E. By the boldness with which the Apostles answered their 
Jewish opponents in Acts 5 : 29-32. 

It took more than human courage to do this. See Acts 
4: 29. 

Couple this with the content of their message: 

F.  By what they said when they spoke -- in Acts 5 : 29-32. 

Why were they preaching, and why did God raise and 
exalt the Lord Jesus? It was not that He might destroy 
His enemies, but "to give repentance to Israel , and 
forgiveness of sins . "  

The Apostles knew that people do not see things for 
themselves, and then repent. They only repent when God 
gives them repentance and faith. Cf. 2 Tim. 2: 24-26-.--

We also see the evidence of God ' s  work 

G. By Gamaliel ' s  intervention (Acts 5 : 34-40) -- plus the 
fact that the other Jews "agreed" with Gamaliel (see 
v. 40a) . 

This did not just happen. This was not just a lucky turn 
of events. This was what � did! 

Two more things show the hand of the God. 

H. By the attitude of the Apostles toward the Jews in 
connection with the beating that they received (Acts 
5 : 41 ) . 

A person has to be very hardened to the work of the Lord 
not to be able to see the hand of God in this. 

But note also: 

I .  By what they did every day after that (Acts 5 : 42 ) . 

This was either the work of God, or a lot of foolishness 
on the part of the Apostles. It had to be the former. 
Their obedience was prompted only by God ' s  work in their 
hearts. 
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Be sure to  notice, too, that it was not just that they 
taught and preached, but that they taught and preached 
CHRIST! 

This is what brought the blessing of God. 

All of this is tremendously encouraging, isn't  it? And yet I 
want you to notice finally this morning that the emphasis of 
Acts 5 is 

III. A TESTIMONY THAT IS CONFIRMED BY ALL OF SCRIPrURE. 

My subject this morning could be descriptive not only of all 
of Scripture, but of all human history: MEN AGAINST GODI 
But it is equally true that all of Scripture and all of 
human history bear testimony to the sovereignty of God in 
overruling the opposition of men as He fully accomplishes 
His purposes. 

Before I illustrate this from Scripture, let me tell you 
about a card I received at Easter -- sent by a man who 
attends our Tuesday Bible Class. It was an Easter greeting, 
with a Scripture verse on the front and only a brief message 
on the inside. In fact,  it was very brief. Right in the 
middle of the card on the inside were two references: 
1 )  lsa. 52: 7 .  
2)  Rom. 10: 1 5. 
When I looked them up I found that Rom. 10: 1 5  is a NT quota­
tion of lsa. 52: 7  -- and that lsa. 52:7 is a verse for all 
who preach I I had read it many times before, but I noticed 
something about it that I had never noticed before, to my 
knowledge. This is the verse: 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 
that bringeth good tidings , 

that publisheth peace; 
that bringeth good tidings of good, 
that publisheth salvation; 

and then the latter part of the verse really struck me 
that saith unto Zion (the people of God) , 
THY GOD RElGNETH! 

This is what salvation is all about ! This is what brings 
peace! This is good news, good tidings of good! "THY GOD 
RElGNETH! "  And a preacher i s  failing in his mission if this 
is not his message -- "Thy God reigneth! "  

Let me remind you of just a few who learned this in Scrip­
ture, who found that when men are against God they are 
fighting a losing battle. 

A. Joseph ' s  brothers. Cf. Joseph 's  words in Gen. 50: 20, 
But as for you, ye thought evil against me: 



Acts 5 : 1 2-42 (6) 

but God meant it unto good • • •  to save much 
people alive. 

B. Pharaoh and his persecution of Israel. 

Cf. Ex. 1 : 1 2 ,  
But the more they afflicted them, the more 
they multiplied and grew. 

C. Balaam -- when Balak wanted him to curse Israel . 

Cf. Num. 23:20, 
Behold, I have received commandment to bless: 
and he (God) hath blessed; 
and I cannot reverse it. 

D. Several from the book of Daniel: 

1 .  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery 
furnace (Dan. 3 ) .  

2 .  Daniel himself in the lions ' den (Dan. 6 )  -- " • 

no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he 
believed in his God. " 

3. Nebuchadnezzar after the Lord had humbled him" by 
making him eat grass like oxen, etc. 

Cf. Dan. 4: 35. 
And all the inhabitants of the earth are 
reputed as nothing: and he doeth according 
to his will in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth: and none can 
stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest 
thou? 

• • 

E. In the NT -- Judas, Herod, Pilate, the Sanhedrin, etc . 

This is only a small part of the evidence that we have in 
Scripture. 

Add to these 

F. Some of the promises of Scripture of the overruling hand 
of God in the lives of His people. 

1 .  Rom. 8 : 28 ,  31 , 37 , 38-39. 

2. John 1 0 : 28-30, "My sheep hear my voice • • " 

3. 2 Cor. 2 : 1 4, "Now thanks be unto God, which always 
causeth us to triumph • • •  " 
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4.  lsa. 54: 17 , 
No weapon that is formed against thee shall 
prosper; and every tongue that shall rise 
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. 
This is the heritage of the servants of the 
Lord, and their righteousness is of me, 
saith the Lord. 

lsa. 41 : 10 ,  "Fear thou not, for I am with thee . . 

But never is it more evident in Scripture than in the case 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

G. The hand of God in the life of our Saviour. 

1 .  Phil . 2: 5-1 1 .  

2 .  Acts 2: 22-24; 3 : 1 4, 1 5; 4: 1 0 ;  5 : 30,  31 . 

Conel: Men against God? Yes, history is full of them -- but 
not one has ever succeeded. The people of .God might be 

weaker, and terribly outnumbered, but God has never once failed 
them. Ask Goliath ( 1 Sam. 1 7 ) .  Ask Sennacharib (2 Kings 19 ) .  
In the da¥s to  come you will be able to ask the beast and the 
10  kings who will be with him. What will happen? 

These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall 
overcome them: for he is the Lord of lords, and King of 
kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, 
and faithful. 

I want to be a preacher with beautiful feet , and SO I am saying 
from Acts 5 this morning, and from all of the Word of God, 
"THY GOD REIGNETH ! "  Let us trust Him, Let .us glorify Him. 
Let us proclaim His Word. And let us expect His blessing. 

It 
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THE APOSTLES ' PATTERN OF MINISTRY 
or 

THE WORK OF THE PASTOR 
Acts 6: 1-7 

Intro: Two times in our text it is emphasized that the Church 
was growing numerically -- in v. 1 ,  and again in v. 7. 

This is the purpose o f  God for His Church; i t  should always be 
growing. 

But it is evident also from our text that the spiritual growth 
� not keeping pace � � numerical growth. If this condi­
tion were not corrected, it would put a stop to the numerical 
growth! 

Note that it was the numerical growth that caused the spiritual 
problem. So the Church must alw�s anticipate this in times of 
blessing -- and ita leaders must be prepared to take the neces­
sary steps to correct the problems. 

v. 7 makes it clear that the problem was settled in a w� that 
pleased the Lord so that the blessing not only continued, but it 
increased. Even more than that, it so increased that lOa great 
company of the priests were obedient to the faith. " "The priest� 
were not only a very powerful group, but they were also the prin­
Cipal enemies of the Church. They were reached by the truth of 
the Word ("the faith" ) and so this indicated several things: 
1 )  That the Lord was pleased with His people -- the way the work 

was being done. 
2) That the Lord will overcome any obstacle when His work is 

being done His way. 
3) That His grace is irresistible ! No man can stand against 

God. And it is to His greater glory to reach the people 
whom we believe are hopeless ! 

This leads us to ask the question: WHAT DID THE EARLY CHURCH DO 
THAT BROUGHT SUCH BLESSING? We need to know the answer, not just 
to satisfy our curiosity, but so that we will be following in the 
path of blessing ourselves .  Blessings do not just come; they 
come as the consequence of pleasing the Lord. Thus, this is a 
very important passage for all who are concerned about the bless­
ing of God. 

The Apostles have set the pattern for us. Let me point out at 
least 4 significant things . 

I .  THE APOSTLES BELIEVED THAT THE PEOPLE OF GOD SHOULD BE TAKEN 
CARE OF. 

The situation over which this problem arose had been going on 
since Pentecost in Acts 2. From the first the people of God 
had been carrying for the needy. There was much evidence of 
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obedience to the first two commandments. When you find a 
true love for God you will also find a true love for the 
people of God. 

But, as the Church grew, and as you looked at the kinds of 
people who were being saved, you could predict that there 
was going to be trouble! The Devil is always ready to take 
advantage of any situation that he can when the blessing of 
God is upon the people of God. 

It had to do with the two kinds of Jews that there were: 
"Grecians" and "Hebrews . "  It is important for us to know 
what Luke is writing about. (Cf. Alford, II, 61 . )  
1 )  The "Grecians" were Hellenists, Jews who spoke Greek and 

who were inclined to use the LXX -- the Greek transla­
tion of the OT. 

2) The "Hebrews" were pure Jews in the twofold sense that 
they spoke Hebrew, and used the Hebrew Scriptures. 

These two groups were at odds with each other before they 
were saved, and so it was possible that the trouble would 
continue afterwards. � .ll � 

Now the important thing for us to see is this: THE APOSTLES 
WERE DIHECTED IN WHAT THEY DID BY THE CONVICTION THAT IT WAS 
PLEASING TO THE LORD FOR THE CHURCH TO CONTINUE TO CARE FOR 
THOSE WHO WERE NEEDY. Let us have no question about that 
today. 

Cf. 1 John 3 : 1 6, 1 7 .  See also James 2: 1 5, 1 6 .  

So we must do the same. We are not a social organization 
for the world, but we are to care for those of our number 
who are in need. This pleases God. 

But this leads to my seoond point. 

Because the Apostles were convinced that this was pleasing to the 
Lord, 

II.  THE APOSTLES BELIEVED THAT WHEN PROBLEMS ARISE IN DOING THE 
WILL OF GOD, THOSE PROBLEMS MUST BE SOLVED. 

After all, it would have been the easiest just to discontinue 
that whole phase of their ministry. If it is going to cause 
problems, let ' s  quit it could have been their atttitude. 

But they did not handle it that way! 

Problems that are not settled, that may be ignored, do not 
tend to go away. They tend to get worse, and, as Calvin 
wrote, every unattended problem becomes "a wound hard to be 
cured" (XVIII, 232) .  
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And it  is  significant that the Apostles were the ones who 
took the initiative in getting this problem solved. They 
did not leave it up to the "Grecians" and the "Hebrews . "  
Nor did they look to the people. They took it on themselves. 

The quickest way to have handled it would have been to take 
the responsibility on themselves. But they rejeoted this 
saying, "It is not reason that we should leave the word of 
God, and serve tables . "  

"Not reason" means not pleasing, that is, � pleasing 12 �, 
� is it pleasing to the Lord. This was not the way to 
settle the problem, according to their understanding of their 
own oalling from the Lord. There was nothing wrong with the 
work. It would not have been below them. But it simply was 
not the work that the Lord had given them to do. 

Thinking of the work of a pastor -- how important it is for 
a pastor to know what his work is. The ministry today has 
suffered (as apparently it always has) beoause the pastor 
has felt it was his job to do everything! And the Churoh 
has encouraged this� But let us learn a very important 
lesson from the Apostles. 

It was not their job to serve tables. There are lots of things 
that a pastor should not do in the work of the looal ohuroh. 
But notioe now this third very important principle: 

III. THE APOSTLES BELIEVED THAT EVERY PART OF THE LORn' S  WORK 
SHOULD BE CARRIED ON BY GODLY, HOLY, SPIRITUALLY-MINDED 
PEOPLE. 

Look at v. 3. 

Note: "seven men. " And this was the case even though the 
Church numbered in the thousands !  What does it  mean? It 
means that, the more godly the Lord ' s  servants are, the less 
it takes to get the job done. Our vast organizations are 
an indioation that in many, many cases we have the wrong kind 
of people doing the work -- sometimes people who do not even 
know the Lord (and experience has proved this) ! 

See the qualifioations (as a sample) in v. 3, and then notice 
what is said about Stephen in v. 5 (proving that the qualifi­
oations in v. 3 oan be enlarged upon to include all of the 
works and gifts of the Spirit of God! 

Spurgeon said two things about this point that are very 
important: 
1 )  One, " . .  • if the report of our oharacter be bad, it 

is all over with our testimoll7" (XIV, 173).  
2) The second, " • • • the followers of the early Reformers 
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were distinguished by the sanctity of their lives" 
(Ibid. ) .  

It has often been remarked that when you look in Scripture 
at the qualifications for elders, and then look at the 
qualifications for deacons, there 1! �  little difference! 
And the same is true for any other ministry. These qualifi­
cations are set for the leaders because,  among other things, 
they are to set the example for what all of the people of God 
should be ! 

Let us never forget this. 

But let me go on to my last point . 

Do you want to know what the Apostles considered their work to 
be? And do you want to know what the work of the pastor is? 
Then look at v. 4, and notice this fourth principle: 

IV. THE APOSTLES BELIEVED THAT THEIR WORK WAS TO PRAY, AND TO 
MINISTER THE WORD. 

I wish that all of you could read what John Owen, one of 
the outstanding Puritan leaders, has written in Vol. 1 6  of 
hie works concerning � Especial Duty .2! Pastors .2! 
Churehes. He lived and ministered in England and Great 
Britain in the 1 600' s  ( 16 16-1 683) . 

Until you can read it, let me give you an abbreviated form 
of what he wrote. 

� first thing he says about a pastor and his work is this: 
"The first and principal dute of a pastor is to feed the 
flock by diligent preaching of the word� (XVI:-7� ---

The second is this: "The second dute of a pastor towards 
his flock is continual fervent prayer for them" (XVI , 77) .  

In connection with the first he says, " • • •  he who doth 
not, or can not, or will not feed the flock is no pastor 
• • •  " (XVI, 75) .  He reminds us that as far back as 
Jeremiah' s  day the Lord had prOmised, 

And I will give you pastors according to mine heart , 
which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding" 
(Jer. 3 : 1 5 ) .  

When Owen speaks of prayer, he reminds us of men of God in 
Scripture who are remembered for their praying, such as, 
Moses, and Saawtl ,  and Paul . We have the greatest Example 
of all in our Lord. Cf. John 17 ;  Heb. 4: 1 4-16. Note how 
Samuel ' s  words in 1 Sam. 1 2: 23 harmonize perfectly with 
Acts 6:4. 
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A pastor does not give himself to his work, attaching him­
self to it, and separating himself from everything that would 
hinder him in his work, just for the benefit of his people, 
but he does it for the nourishment of his own soul.. His 
strongest preaching should be to himself. It is doubtful if 
his preaching will affect anyone else if it does not pro­
foundly move him and change his life. 

And he needs the wisdom of the Word in order to exercise 
his pastoral duties as he should. 

And then it is the Word that he needs to give to his people. 

Why should he pray? How can he learn to pray? 

His praying will manifest his dependence upon God -- his 
recognition that he is not sufficient for the work that he 
has to do -- that only God can use the Word to save and to 
transform those who hear him. 

He learns to pray by studying the prayers of Scripture, and 
by getting acquainted with his people. He learns to pray 
as he prays for himself and learns how the Lord meets his 
own needs. 

What a'difference it would make in the ministry today if those 
of us who preach would follow the example of our predecessors 
in giving ourselves "to prayer, and to the ministry of the 
word" ! 

Concl: Is it any wonder that we read what we do in v. 7? Do 
you believe that , if we take The Apostles' Pattern For 

Ministry as our pattern, we could see similar blessing today? 
Surely that is one reason that it is here in Acts 6. 

I trust you are praying for revival and for a spiritual awaken­
ing in our day. Let us pray for a mighty moving of the Spirit. 
But , let us remember as we pray that there are conditions to 
God' s blessing, conditions that are fully revealed in the Word. 
And that when, by God ' s  grace and power in all of our lives, 
those conditions are met, the blessing will come. 

Let us 'live and pray and work that it may be so ! 
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A SAINT UNDER FIRE 
Acts 6 :8-1 5 

Intro: Our Lord, at one point toward the close of His public 
ministry, said this: 

o Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets,  
and stonest them whioh are sent unto thee • • 

(Matt. 23:37).  
The story of Stephen which we come to today in our study of the 
book of Acts clearly shows us that Jerusalem had � changed: 
Stephen was to join that long line of saints who, under fire, 
had laid down their lives for the sake of the Gospel. 

Recently our newspapers have been telling us each day of the 
deaths of hunger-strikers in northern Ireland who have died for 
the cause they support. They are martyrs for things that they 
believe in. However, they have taken their own lives, and they 
have been men who have resorted to violence and to crime to 
accomplish their goals. 

It is really not right to mention Stephen with them because 
Stephen was not a criminal , and he did not take his own life! 
We could speak of Stephen as John Owen, the Puritan, used to 
speak of him, as "Holy Stephen. " His enemies tried to lay all 
kinds of false charges at his feet, but they were false charges. 
Stephen was like his Lord 

Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 
Who , when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered, he threatened not; 
but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously 
( 1  Pet. 2: 22, 23).  

Thus, while Stephen was not sinless, yet he was following the 
example of the Lord JesuS;-as Peter teaches us we all should do, 
even if it leads to death, as it did in the case of our Lord. 

Stephen was the first martyr of the early Church. 

It all seems like such a waste of life until we look beyond the 
immediate circumstances given to us in Acts 6 .and 7 to see one 
of the things that God was doing at this time. In the latter 
part of Acts 7 : 58 we read, 

• • •  and the witnesses (i .e. , those who stoned Stephen) 
laid down their clothes at a young man' s  feet, whose 
name was Saul. 

This-rs-the first time in Scripture that we read about Saul, 
Saul of Tarsus. But everyone who has read the Scriptures knows 
that this was that young, ambitious Jew, who at this time also 
hated Christ and the Gospel , but who later was saved, and who 
became one of the mightiest, if not the:, mightiest, preacher of 
the Gospel that the world has ever seen! Tradition tells us that 
Saul , who later was named, Paul, the Apostle Paul, also became a 
martyr. Listen to Paul ' s own testimony which he gave many years 
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later, in this same city of Jerusalem, and before another group 
of angry Jews, who wanted to kill Paul as they .had killed 
Stephen. Here are Paul ' s  words, found in Acts 22: 1 9, 20, where 
he is telling how he spoke to the Lord .when the Lord appeared 
to him in the Temple. Listen to his confession: 

And I said, Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat in 
every synangogue them that believed on thee: 
And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, 
I also was standing by, and consenting unto his death, 
and kept the raiment of them that slew him. 

A moment ago I read from Matthew 22, giving you our Lord ' s  words 
about the martyrs of the Old Testament. Let me point out one 
part of that statement which certainly applies to the oircum­
stances which led to Stephen' s  death as well.  It is this: 
" 

• •  and stonest them which are sent unto thee • • . " Those 
who had died in Jerusalem in years past were not there by their 
own choice. They had been "sent , "  sent EL God! And even though 
they had been killed, as Stephen was to be killed, yet God was 
providentially behind it all , using the wrath of men to praise 
him, and making the blood of a martyr the means for the advance; 
not the defeat, of the Gospel witness. 

When you read Acts 6 and 7, remember � Saul of Tarsus � 
there I 

But let us think now about the events recorded at the end of 
Acts 6 where we see Stephen, A SAINT UNDER FIRE -- under the 
fire of opposition, and persecution, and, ultimately, death! 

I want to do four things: 
1 )  First, I want you to see the reason for the fire. 
2) Second, the source of the fire, i.e.�here the fire came 

£rom. --
--

--
--

3) Third, � nature 2! the �. 
4) And finally, a special look at Stephen, the !!!!!:!!; under fire. 

1 .  THE REASON FOR THE FIRE. 

It is given to us in the latter part of verse 8. 

We have read about "great wonders and miracles" before in 
the book of Acts (cf. 2 : 1 9, 22, 43; 4 :30;  5 : 1 2) ,  but, in 
the words Alexander, "This is the first instance of 
miraculous performances by any one not an Apostle • • •  

" 
(P. 249).  

Stephen got the same kind of treatment that his Lord had 
gotten -- he was opposed for doing good, for helping people, 
for doing things for people that others could not do. But 
why did they hate him? Because it was a threat (or so it 
seemed) to their religion, and to the power that they had 
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over the lives of their people. Although these men were not 
the leaders of Israel, they were jealous for their leaders. 

But let us look a little closer at these men who were 

II. THE SOURCE OF THE FIRE. 

They are, described in verse 9. 

The first thing that you are impressed with as you read this 
verse is that these were Jews who had lived, or were even 
then living, outside of Israel. They were, for the most 
part, Hellenists! 

It is generally thought that "the Libertines" were Jews who 
had been been exiled to Italy, and later released. The 
"Cyrenians" were from north Africa. The "Alexandrians, "  
from Egypt. "Them of Cilicia and of Asia" were from the 
Roman province just north of Israel. Tarsus, where Paul was 
born, was in "Cilicia, "  and so this may a reference to him 
and to others from that part of the Empire. 

But why should these Jews be so zealous for Judaism? 

Matthew Henry tells us why: 
They were Jews, but Hellenist Jews, Jews of of the 
dispersion, who seem to have been more zealous for 
their religion than the native Jews; it was with 
difficulty that they retained the practice and 
profession of it in the country where they lives, 
where they were as speckled birds, and not without 
great expense and toil that they kept up their 
attendance at Jerusalem, and this made them more 
active sticklers for Judai:_ than those were whose 
profession of their religion was cheap and easy 
(VI, 74) . 

This seems to be a good explanation as to why Stephen faced 
such bitter opposition from the non-Jerusalem Jews ! 

But, how did it get started, and what path did it follow (speak­
ing of the fire of persecution)? Note: 

III. THE NATURE OF THE FIRE. 

You see this in the latter part of verse 9, then in verses 
10-:-14. 

It began with "disputing. " When that failed, they resorted 
to false witnesses. When that failed, they suddenly, with­
out any warning, apprehended them and forcibly took them 
to the Jewish oouncil, and there again they mixed truth and 
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falsehood to spread false impressions about what Stephen 
had been preaching and teaching. 

But � important thing for � to" 'notioe i! .:ll!!i the trouble 
� began with � disputation � doctrinal matters, the kind 
of thing mentioned in verses 1 1  and 1 3. 

But look again at verse 1 0. 
Jews in their opposition to 
support their own arguments 

Matthew Henry says about the 
Stephen that "they could neither 
nor answer his" (VI, 74) . 

Instead of seeing the hand of God in bringing them to Jeru­
salem and placing them in contact with Stephen that they 
might hear the truth, these Jews were so blinded in their 
own sin that they were taking steps to destroy the very 
one who was there to give them the words of eternal '"life ! 

And why did they lose out in their disputing with Stephen? 
Not only because they were arguing against the truth, but 
because they were arguing with the Holy Spirit. Cf. Luke 
21 : 1 5, the promise that the Lord had given to His disciples 
during His time on earth: 

For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all 
your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor 
resist. 

And here we see that promise fulfilled aocording to verse 10.  

But, let us look finally at 

IV. THE MAN UN.DER FlHE: STEPHEN. 

Although many things could be said about Stephen, let me 
speak of four things in particular. 

A. He was a faithful man. 

Where could you find a better illustration of our Lord 's  
promise in Luke 1 9: 26,  " • • •  unto every one which 
hath shall be given • • •  " The point that the Lord 
was making was that, if we are faithful in what the 
Lord has given us to do, He will enlarge our ministry. 

Stephen had been appOinted to " serve tables , "  not 
-- to perform miracles, 
-- to preach. 

BUT THE LORD HAD" ENLARGED HIS MINISTRY. 

It is even very likely that he had first encountered 
opposition in doing his work by running up against the 
unsaved relatives of widows he had been helping. 

All that we read of Stephen shows him to have been a 
fai thful man! 
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B. He was a man of the Word. 
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Otherwise Luke could never have said about him that he 
was "full of faith" ! Cf. Rom. 10: 1 7 .  Nor could he have 
so successfully have answered those Jews with whom he 
had those disputations. You would never have read what 
Luke wrote in verse 10  if Stephen had not been a man of 
the Word. And we shall see in Acts 7 ,  Stephen' s message, 
that he was very much a man of the Word! 

Consequen·tly, in the third place, 

C .  He was a man of power. 

That power was evident in a special ministry the Lord 
gave him -- as he "did gTeat wonders and miracles among 
the people" (v. 8b) . 

It was evident also in his disputing and in his preach­
ing. 

We see it also in the courage that he had to stand up 
against his Jewish enemies, not only when the initial 
gTOUp opposed him, but also when he was taken before 
the council. 

Last or all, 

D. He was an honored man. See the last verse of our text. 

The council always looked in a 
dences of guilt or innocence. 
velled at our Lord ' s  silence. 

man' s behavior for evi­
Remember how Pilate mar-

But what did they see when they looked at Stephen. They 
"saw his face as it had been the face of an angel . "  This 
was a special way in which the Lord vindicated the mini­
stry of Stephen. 

Several things are of interest here: 
1 )  It is interesting to think of the effect that this 

would have had upon the Sadduccees (because some of 
them were obviously present -- see Acts 5 : 1 7 )  BECAUSE 
THEY DID NOT BELIEVE IN ANGELS ! 

2) The dispute had been mainly over the teachings of 
two persons: Moses, and Christ. And here, as though 
the Lord were saying that Moses and Christ and 
Stephen were all co-workers together with God, the 
Lord gave Stephen a countenance similar to that 
which Moses had when he came down from the mount, 
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and similar to that which our Lord had in the mount 
of transfiguration! 

Thus Stephen, too, had the evidences of the 
supernatural upon him. 

3) And then it is interesting to contemplate what Owen 
suggests in his comments on this passage. (See the 
following page of notes. ) This is related not only 
to Acts 6: 1 5, but also to Acts 7: 55, 56. (Read. ) 

Concl: Do you see what lengths the Lord went to to minister to 
these unbelieving Jews -- bringing them to Jerusalem, 

putting them in contact with Stephen, letting them see the 
miracles which he performed, letting them hear Stephen as he 
explained the Word to them, letting them see his amazing 
courage as he stood against them, and then against the council, 
and finally, causing Stephen to reflect prematurely the glory 
that will be our when we get to heaven -- where Stephen was 
soon to be ! 

What has he done in your life? Perhaps there are those here 
this morning who are in a pOsition similar to those Hellenistic 
Jews. The Lord has been ministering to you in a variety of ways 
-- putting you in touch with people who know the Lord, bringing 
you to the meeting of a group of Christian people where you 
could hear the Word, and allowing you to see people who have 
obviously been changed by Christ. 

What are you going to do about it? Are you going to continue to 
oppose the truth of the Gospel just because it doesn't  fit in 
with what you think, or, by God ' s  grace ,  will you see that the 
Lord has been speaking to you, and that He has been at work in 
your life, and that He will save you right now if you will 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Salvation does not come 
through religious ceremonies; salvation can only be our through 
Christ. Therefore , without further delay, trust Him. And then 
you, too, will understand why Stephen could be so peaceful , and 
why he would rather die than to disown the One Who had died for 
him, and who had redeemed him at such a great cost. 
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Re: Acts 6 : 1 5. 

"After we are clothed again with our flesh, we shall see our 
Redeemer with our eyes. We know not here what power and 
spirituality there wilIbe in the acts of our glorified bodies. 
Such they will be as shall bear a part in eternal blessedness. 
Holy Stephen, the first martyr, took up somewhat of glory by 
anticipation before he died. For when he was brought to his 
trial before the council , all that sat therein, ' looking 
steadfastly on him, saw his face as the face of an angel, '  
Acts vi. 1 5 . He had his transfiguration, according unto his 
measure, answerable unto that of our blessed Saviour in the 
mount. And by this initial beam of glory he received such a 
pierCing vivacity and edge on his bodily eyes, that through all 
those inconceivable distances between the earth and the residence 
of the blessed, he looked steadfastly into heaven, and ' saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, ' 
Acts vii. 55, 56. Who, then, can declare what will be the 
power and acting of this sense of sight when perfectly gloririe�; 
or what sweetness and refreshment may be admitted into our souls 
thereby?" 

-- Owen, Vol.  I ,  p. 383. 
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THE CHURCH ' S  FIRST MARTYR 
Acts 7 

Scripture Reading: Acts 7 : 51 -60. 

Intro: There are several places in the Bible where you find 
different men resorting to a review of Israel ' s  history 

for one reason or another. 
Moses really started this by devoting one of his last 
messages (Deut. 1-4) to this very subject. There it was 
to encourage the people to obey the Lord. 
Joshua did it in his very last message to his people, 
briefly tracing his people ' s  history from Abraham' s  time 
to their own. This was to make them see that they must 
worship only God, and not give themselves to idolatry 
at all ! (See Joshua 24. ) 
One of the Psalmists did this in Psalms 1 05 and 106. In 
these chapters it was to remind the people of the marvel­
ous works of the Lord so that they would praise Him. 

These are just some of the examples of the more lengthy histori­
cal reviews that we find in the Word of God. 

And so Stephen is exercising a great Old Testament tradition 
when here in Acts 7 he does the same thing -- for yet another 
purpose. He expresses his purpose in verse 51 . In his case , 
it was to cost him his life. Listen to what he said: 

"Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised 
do always resist the Holy Spirit: 
so do ye." 

in heart and ears, ye 
as your fathers did, 

Stephen is charing the Jews who were accusing him of turning 
against God, and His Law, and against the Temple. (See Acts 6: 
1 1 ,  1 3 , 14. ) This would be the reason that Stephen concluded 
his message with a reference to the original building of the 
Temple and what Isaiah said about it later as not being able to 
contain God. Even Solomon had recognized this-aIter he had 
finished the first temple. See 1 Kings 8 : 27 .  

But let us look at the chapter as a whole, tracing Stephen ' s  
thought, and noticing the tragic result which followed. 

Although this chapter is long, there are just two parts to it: 
I. Stephen ' s  message (vv. 1 -53 ) .  

II. Stephen ' s  martyrdom (vv. 54-60) .  

I .  STEPHEN ' S  MESSAGE (Acts 7 : 1 -5 3 ) .  

This was given at his trial before the council. He had been 
brought before the council by the Hellenistic Jews mentioned 
in Acts 6:9.  

Stephen spoke in response to a question which the high 
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priest directed toward him. See it in Acts 7 : 1 . He did not 
answer the question the way the high priest would have ex­
pected him to answer. Instead, he actually brings a charge 
against his enemies, accusing them of doing what the people 
of Israel have done throughout their history! 

But let us notice at least some of the details. Look with 
me at the two parts of his message: 

2
1 )  The details of the message itself (vv. 1-50) .  

) The charge, or accusation, which followed his message 
(vv. 51-53) . 

A. The details of the message itself (Acts 7 : 1 -50) .  

We only have time to survey the details. I am hopeful 
that you know the history to which Stephen is referring 
throughout his message. In a sense Stephen is calling 
some of the outstanding men of the OT to witness in 
his behalf. 

Look, first of all, at � �  he 

1 .  Stephen ' s  witnesses. 
a. Abraham. 
b. Isaac . 
c .  Jacob, who became Israel 

the nation got its name. 
d. The twelve patriarchs. 
e.  Joseph. f. Moses. h. Joshua. 
i. David. g. Aaron. 

j . Solomon. 
k. Two prophets: Amos and 

What an array of witnesses! 
their names would cause the 
they did! 

mentioned. 

-- the one from whom 

Isaiah. 

The very mention of 
Jews to listen -- as 

Stephen' s  message was taken from many of the books of 
Old Testament Scripture, so his authority could not be 
questioned. 

Notice: 

2. The books of Scripture to which Stephen referred: 
a. Genesis. 
b. Exodus. 
c.  Deuteronomy. 
d. Jo shua. 
e .  2 Samuel .  
f .  1 Kings. 
g. 1 Chronicles. 
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h .  2 Chronicles. 
i .  Amos .  
j .  Isaiah. 

No one there could question his authority, nor the 
accurate way in which he used his authorities. What 
an important lesson this is in the use of the Word 
of God. 

Stephen' s  message, referring to the men that he re­
ferred to, and the books that formed his authority, 
probably explains why the Jews listened quietly to 
him until he was finished. 

But now let us inquire as to 

3 .  Stephen ' s  purpose in this review of Israel ' s  history. 

It was not 
as in the case of Moses, to get these Jews to 
obey the Lord (although Stephen would have 
been glad to see them do that) , 
nor, as in the case of Joshua, to keep them 
from idolatry (although Stephen would have 
been thankful for that , too) , 
nor was it, as in the case of the Psalmist, 
to get these Jews to praise the Lord, 

BUT IT WAS TO GEl' THEM TO SEE THAT THEY WERE , BY 
THEIR ACTIONS, FOLLOWING IN THE REBELLIOUS COURSE 
THAT HAD CHARACTERIZED ISRAEL ' S  HISTORY FROM THE 
VERY BEGINNING. 

I pointed this out at the. beginning of my message, 
but we will look at it again when we get to Stephen ' s  
accusation against the Jews . 

But just now let us notice the examples which 
Stephen cited. 

a. Perhaps (although this is not absolutely clear) 
he meant to include Abraham' s  failure to go on 
into Canaan until his father died. 

See Acts 7: 4. 

b.  The rebellion of the patriarchs who sold Joseph. 

See Acts 7 : 9. 

c .  The nations ' original rejection of Moses. 

See Acts 7 : 22-29. 
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d. The nations rebellion and idolatry at Sinai. 

See Acts 7 : 37-41 . 

e. The continued idolatry which characterized the 
history of Israel , and against which, e .g. , 
Amos spoke (as did the other prophets) . 

Notice how Stephen emphasized the authority of 
his sources by referring to Amos' writings as 
"the book of the prophets" (Acts 7:42).  

See Acts 7:42, 43. 

f.  The empty formality in Isaiah ' s  day. 

See Acts 7 : 48-50. See also the context of 
Isaiah 's  words in his prophecy. 

Again Stephen' s  authority is indicated by his 
reference to Isaiah, not by name, but as "the 
prophet . "  See Acts 7:48. 

This has been the character of Israel ' s  history from 
the very beginning. Moses said, on one occasion that 
it had never been anything else! And things were no 
different in Stephen' s  day. 

But there was another side to Israel ' s  history -- and 
this, too, is apparent in Stephen' s  message. It is: 

4. The continual faithfulness of their sovereign God. 

See it: 

a. In God' s faithfulness to Abraham. 

b. In the way in which God overrulled what Joseph' s 
brothers did so that His own purposes were ful­
filled. 

c .  The Lord ' s  preservation of His people in Egypt 
when Pharaoh would have kept them and destroyed 
them. 

d. The Lord ' s  mercy to His people in spite of their 
continued rebellion on the way to Canaan, and in 
spite of their repeated rejection of their 
divinely-appointed leader, Moses. 

e. The ministry of the prophets throughout all of 
the years when Israel was both idolatrous and 
formally cold in heart toward the Lord. 
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A large part of that formality was the way in 
which they looked upon God as dwelling only in 
the Temple (which was also true when Stephen 
spoke this message) . 

All of the above brings us down to 

B. The charge, or accusation, which Stephen made against 
the Jews (Acts 7 : 5 1 -53 ) .  

He charged them with a fourfold rejection of the things 
of the Lord -- and the four are intermingled with each 
other. 

1 .  The rejection of the Holy Spirit . See v. 51 . 

2. The rejection of the Word of God as given in the 
message of the prophets. See v. 52a. 

3 .  The rejection of Christ , "the Just One . "  See v. 52b. 

4. The rejection of the Law which had been given by 
angels. See v. 53. 

Stephen had introduced his charge by accusing them of 
being no better than rebellious, unregenerate Gentiles! 
This, of course, the Jews could not take! 

And so we see 

II. STEPHEN' S  MARTYRDOM (Acts 7 : 54-60) .  

The word martyr is taken from the Greek word, witness. It 
was because of Stephen' s  witness that he became THE CHURCH' S  
FIRST MARTYR! 

First we see 

A. The conviction of the mob (Acts 7 : 54) . 

The words mean that they were in great physical and 
mental agony -- to the point of grinding their teeth 
like they were in mortal pain. 

B.  The revelation of Christ given to Stephen (Acts 7 : 55 ,  
56) . 

Not every martyr is given them, but this is for the 
encouragement of all who give their lives for their 
faith. 

C.  The violence of the crowd (Acts 7: 57-59a) . What hatred! 
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And what a way for Stephen to  die -- as one who had 
himself blasphemed the Living God! 

But notice how he died -- peacefully, and praying, just like 
the Lord Jesus did! 

D.  The death of Stephen (Acts 7: 59b, 60) .  

1 .  His two prayers. 

a. The first one for himself (v. 59) . 

Cf. how the Lord prayed in Luke 23:46, 

"Father, into thy hands I commend 
my- spirit . "  

b .  The second one for his enemies (v. 60) .  

Cf. how the Lord prayed in Luke 23:34, 

"Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do. "  

2 .  His manner of dying (v. 60b) . 

He simply "fell asleep" -- like His Lord Who simply 
"gave up the ghost" (Luke 23:46) , or, released His 
spirit!  

Concl : Let me just mention two things in closing: 
1 )  The great price that Stephen paid, and many others 

have paid, to bear witness to the Word of God. Therefore, 
do not expect witnessing to be easy. It may again lead to 
death for those who would be faithful to the Lord. 

2) The sufficiency of God and the faithfulness of God to His 
people through all of their sin and throUgh all of their 
trials. 


