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1 Peter 1:1, 2

Zeripture reading: Philippians 1:12-20.

Intre:

This merning I want to begin a series on the book

of 1 Peter. T plan to cover the book in five Sundays
speaking from it at beth the merning and evening
services.

Flease read it.

The book of 1 Peter is ene of a group of epistles
known as The General Zpistles. The group includes
seven epistlas:

(1) James.

(2) 1 Peter.

(3) 2 Peter.

(4) 1 John.
(5) 2 John,
(6) 3 John.
(7) Jude.

They are called General, or Cathelic, because they
"vere net addressed te any particular church, but
are general in their distributien" (Robertsen, Vol.
VI, p. Xi)e

Bach book has its own distinctive purpese. It is
not my purpose te go inte the background of the
epistle of 1 Peter any mere than is necessary to

get its message for us teday. 4 reading of the bock
will tell why it was written: It was written te the
believers in the Reoman provinces mentiened in v. 2
who were geing through fiery trials because of their
faith in the Lerd Jesus Christ.

Feter's letter is intended as an encouragement tc
them. He explains to them the purpsses of their
sufferings. He tells them how te live in such
times. Ile directs their attentien to the “glory"

of the Christian--hoth new and in the life to come,
The Epistle, like Paul's Epistle to the Philippians,
presents a paradoxical contrast between suffering
and joy--ua strange pair of companiens which have
entered the experience of every child of Ged.

This merning I want to censider just the first twe
verses of the becok. Here Peter identifies himself,
he identifies those whe are the immediate recipients
of the letter, and in one verse, the second one, he
summarizes the main subjects of the epistle.
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Who was the writer?

We are given his name and his title. Leok at each one
carefully.

His name is Peter--not Simen, ner even Simon Peter (cf.
2 Pet. 1l:1)-~but Peter.

This was the name given te him by the Lerd Jesus Christ
in John 1:42, and our Lord reaffirmed it in latthew 16:18,

It represents the change which Jesus Christ made in
Simen, the son of Jonah. It pictures what he was in the
eyes of the Lerd, and vwhat the Lord made him te be in

the eyes of men. (Peter is the Gk. of the Aramaic Cephas)

So change, transformation meets us in the very first word
of the epistle.

But, who was Peter? DNot the fisherman. MNot even "a
servant and an apestle" as in 2 Peter 1l:1. Here he
presents himself with his official title alene, and this
is where he derives his autherity, He is Man apestle &f
Jesus Christ!". &s such he represented and spoke for

the Lord Jesus Christ. He was Christ's ambassador,
Christ's nissionary. As he explained in his second
epistle, he was being meved upon by the Holy Spirit te
bring to these people of God a message directly from

the Son of God Himself. What a precicus way to consider
the Word of God!

Peter frem the divine peint-ef-viesw. As we progress, we
find ourselves looking at the Lerd's peeple in the same
way. This is most vital te an understanding of the beok.

Who are the recipients of the letter?

The next word in the Greek is the werd which eur trans-

lators have put in v. 2 te help with the meaning, Peter
is writing te the "elect!" who are "strangers scattered”,
or te the elected strangers who have been dispersed.

aAs the "elect" they had been picked gut, selected--by God
Himself (as we will see in a mement). They are viewed
here as a group. (This is a General Epistle.) Zvery one
in the greup can claim this distinctien. He belongs te
the Lord mecause he was selected persenally by the Lord.

llote hew we are centinuing te leok at things frem the
divine standpoint.
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They were alsc Matranpgers". This werd literally means
these who gejourn by the side of natives. Luke speaks
of "strangers of Rome" as being present on that Day ef
Pentecost (Acts 2:10),

Their geographical locatien was an indicatien of their
spiritual nature. With regard te heaven, they were
elect; with regard to the earth, they were strangers.
Cf. 1 Pet. 2:11; lieb. 11:13; Phil. 3:20.

This is ene big reasen they had been treated by the
world as they had: They did net really belong to the
werld,

Notice that the elected strangers had been "scattered®,
or dispersed. The word literally means, scattered as
seed throughout Pentus . . .

iiere, then, is ancther reason for the scattering. It
had been instigated by men, but it was being supervized
by Ged. The scattering was the means God was using to
spread the seed of the Gospel in other areas of the
world.,

FPeter has given them a great deal of encouragement in
just a few werds.

These five Roman provinces were all scuth of the Black
Sea and nerthwest of the land of Israel. One point

of special interest is that there had been representa-
tives from four of these areas in Jerusalem in Acts 2
(Fontus and Bithynia were considered one). Teter is
now sending a letter te an area where people lived whe
had heard him preach. What a let of interesting stories
probably were invelved in these circumstances!

How evident it is that God knews what he is doing, and
that He has leng-range plans fer His peeple in connection
with the world.
But let us lock now at what follows.

III. What does Peter have te say te them?
[lere we have ene of those unique passages of the Scrip-
ture where all three Persons of the Godhead are spoken
of.

A. The foreknewledge of Goed, the Father.

In v. 20 of this chapter Peter uses the verb from
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from which the noun, foreknowledge, is derived.
There it is translated "“fereordazined". Romans 11:
2 and 5 weuld seem te indicate a similar relation-
ship.

Would it be contrary te Scripture te say that Ged
foreknew because lle had foresrdained?

Do not let the doctrine of election just become an
indication of the omniscience of God-~that Geod could
lock ahead and kneow what was going te happen anyuway,
and so He made certain choices and decisions. This
makes Ged dependent upen man.

I believe in a "whosoever will" Gospel, but I alse
believe that every child of Ged whe has been or ever
will be saved was "clicsen in Him before the founda-~
tion of the world" (Eph. 1:4). If yeu don't believe
that, then there 1s a part of the Bible you don't
believe, because that is in the Bible.

Peter says they had been elected, selected, specifi-
cally and deliberately chosen by God the Father,

and the implication was that their circumstances

had not altered that choice. They were still His!

(On foreknowledge, cf. Acts 2:23; 26:5; Rem. 8:29;
11:2; 2 Pet. 3:17-~cf. wv. 14, 16.)

{(Peter refers te God as Father only 4 times: here,
vv. 3, 17; 2 Pet. 1:17.)

However, God did not chosse us te remain as we were.
Renember how the Zpistle started with chanpe? Ve
need, and the elect of the Roman provinces needed

The sanctification of the Spirit.

See 2 Thessalonians 2:13 which is practically
identical te this verse frem a dectrinal standpeint.

Both in 1 Cer, 6:21 and in 1 Thess. 4:7 sancticaticn
is spoken of in centrast with uncleanness.

The Spirit renders believers holy. He carries out
the will of the Father. *“hat the Father elects, He
effects.

o, again, Feler touches on a reason for their
rials. You could not expect their experience to

3
t
be just like the world's because they had been set
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apart for dad to & 1life of Lyllnbu_, and cne msasure
God uses fer purifying His people is suffering.

Here again, Ged supervizes., The lloly Spirit is
directing the process of sanctification.

But hefore we leave this reference te the Holy
Spirit let us notice that the sanctifying precess
is "unto obedience.

Cbedience is literally to hear under, or to hearken.
The WORD is in view. This is always the concern

of the lloly Spirit. Suffering certainly makes us
avare cf the need for obedience.

Feter will have a great deal to say about this in
his leuter.

The third thing Teter speaks of is

C. The "sprinkling of the hlood of 1s Christh.
Griffith Thomas reminds us that we nzed to distin-
guish batween the ghedding of the bleod and the
sprinkling of the bhloed, The shedding is the death

of Christ; the sprinkling is the perscnal applica-
tion of the blecd Lo the life of the heliever.

The cennection between obedience and sprinkling
would seem to peint te daily cleansing after the
manner of 1 John 137,

(Cn this, cf. ieh. 12:24; G:13, 1L.)
Bigg (referrred te by i. T. Robertsen) says that ir these

three statements we have a sunmary of the entire epistle.
We wiil have a chance to see if he was right,

Suv, before we clese, there is cne other part to v. 2
which we have not censidered. It is

D. The prayer: '"Grace unto you, and peacs, be
multiplied.®

¥eep in mind that this prayer comes after what
Feter has sald, and is therefcre dependent upon what
has gone before.,

Grace and peace are found in all of the thirteen
Pauline epistles, and in 1 and 2 Peter, and 2 John.
They must be tremendsusly important! Why?
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Grace was the Gentile greeting. (lote the Gk. of
hcets 23:26.)

Feace was the Hebrew greeting.

Thus, these twe werds embody all that the Greeks and
the Hebrews desire fer themselves.

Since grace precedes peace, the implicatien isg that
grace is the basis upen which men experience peace.

What do we mean by grace?

Trench says bhat ne werd in all of the Greek lang-
uage is more expressive of what was in the hearts
of the Greek than this word grace. That is the
reason they used it to greet ene another.

In tracing the development of the word, Trench
points ocut the following meanings which gradually
developed inte the meaning o¢f the werd zrace.

(1) It originally meant that which would bring

joy to anyone.

(2) Then il meant that which was beautiful in

itself,

(3) is time went on, it came to mean an act of
undeserved kindness, first from man to man,
then frem Ged te man.

Praise, or thanksgiving.
Finally, a gracious act for which nc return
was expected.
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A1l of thils is embodied in the werd grace among
believers, and 1s possible in all circumstances.

But, wvhat abcout pesce?

Five times Jehn records that the Lord Jesus used
this word in the Upper Reom and after His resurrac-
tion (14:27; 16:33; 20:19, 21, 26). In these verses
it is uged of:

1) Treedem frem fear abcut the future.

J Freedcm frem fear of the world,

) TFreedem from fear of men.

) Feace with God.
)
5
5
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Freedem Irom doubt.
javiour spoke of peace as being inward (personal)
f the heart, with men, and with Ged.

Pt o e e

The
and

Jonel; Will you let these truths come afresh to your heart
this morning, especially if yeu are being tested?
Step back and leook at yeurself and your circumstances
frem the divine point-ef-view. The result is sure

te be blessing.
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1 Peter 1:3-12

Introductien: There are three beeks in the HT which begin

I.

with a brief intreduction which is immediately
followed by a sectien of adoring praise te Ged. They
are;

(1) 2 Corinthians.

(2) Ephesians.

(3) 1 reter.

The werd which begins each of these sections on
praise is €V No wxds, a word which is used only of
God in the NT. (There are seme instances where it
is used of men in the OT. See ATR.) Ve get cur
wvord eulcgy frem the same reet. 1In all three of
these beoks Paul and Peter are eulogizing Ged.

But why? Is the time of suflfering for believers alus
te be a time of praise?

Obvicusly it is if we understand the truths which
Peter is about te mentien.

After mentiening in v. 2 that our selection te be
the people of Ged originated with Ged, the Father,
Peter now praises the Lerd as he reviews for the
scattered strangers just hew this became effective
in their lives. To de this, he speaks of the past,
the future, and the present.

Note, then,

The three tenses (vv. 3-5).

A,

The past. God the Father raised His Son Jesus
Christ frem the dead. Christ's death had been
rmentioned in v. 2; new Peter speaks of His resurrec-
tien,

Teter in a statement here declares what Paul preves
in 1 Corinthians 15--that witheut the resurrection
of Christ there can be ne reality te the faith ef

a Christian. This is the greatest point ef differ-
ence between the Christian faith and all sf the
other religions of the world. It is the foundatien-
al truth of the Gespel. Christ died, but ie was
alse raised from the dead.

And because He lives, God the Father is able te
give ug heavenly life; He "hath begotten us again",
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or given us life from abeve,

What did we have befeore? Only the certainty of
both physieal and eternal death.

What do we have new? Life, eternal life, the very
life of Ged.

On what basis? liere we come te another great Bibli-
cal werd: mergy. By mercy we mean that "special
and immediate regard" which Ged has "to the pmigery
which is the consecquence of" 'our 'sins, being the
tender sense c¢f this misery displaying itself in

the effort, which enly the centinued perverseness

of man can hinder or defeat, te assuage and entirely
remove it" (Trench, p. 169). (4. 2o

50 it was our sin which attracted the mercy ef Ged,
and when He toek away our sin He gave us life.

Tkis was all in the past feor the people te whom the
Apostle Peter was writing.

But did net the present seem te contradict all ef
this? Were they not experiencing a misery of a
new kind which seemed te be beyend the reach of
the mercy of Ged?

Before we leok at the present, let us lock at

The future. Ged did all ef this "unto a living
hepe'.

Teter loves the werd living. See 1:23; 2:4, 5, 24;
4:5, 6.

It is a living hepe because it is inseparably linked
with the living Christ.

But does not the word hepe express uncertainty?
Ccoculdn't we interpret this by saying that Peter
meant he hoped everything weuld turn out all right?

Absclutely not! Hope in Scripture is net scmething
wlich is vncertain; it is merely future. DBut it is
just as certain as anything that has already
happened, Cf. Rem. 8:24, 25,

To explain further our hepe, FTeter adds, "Te an
inheritance", and then {v. 5), "unte salvatien',
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wWhat dees Feter include in this werd salvatien?

He uses it in vv., 5, 9, 10, He is thinking of it
"in its grestest aspect, when all that God purpesed
when we were born from abeve is finally cempleted.

Our problem is that we look at salvatien at ene
particular peint in time--usually as semething
that happened in the past.
rﬁﬁga¢¢d:%¢;)‘9 Peter wants us to see it as a part ef our "inherit-
oW pﬁrO? qeoance incerrugtible, and undefiled, and that fadeth

! not awvay". Wething that happens on earth can alter
v L C A A PP
ERE o cur "living hepe".
N\E s
,V;,G""(“_) oA And this brings us te the present.
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Q%{ﬂoﬁw What can Peter praise the Lord for cencerning the
present? Twe things:
(1) Our inheritance is being kept in heaven for
us, and
(2) tie are being kept en earth fer our inherit- .
ance.

The present.

This really cencludes Peter's eulogy ef God, hut
vv. (-12 are an elaberation upon vv. 3-5 and se we
must loek at them te have the picture cemplete.

II. The present experience of the "elect strangers":

4. "Ye greatly rejoice, theugh . . . ye are in
heaviness." Note the present tense.

"Wherein" de they rejeice? 1In the ultimate realiza-
tien of their faith, though it might be tried with
fire in the meantime.
Consequently

B. You have net seen Him, but you leve liim (present).
Tou do net see Him new, but you believe ilim, yeu

trust Him (present).

Therafcre

(@}
.

"Ye rejeice with jcy unspeakable and full of glory,
receiving (present) tre end of your faith, sven the
salvation of your seuls." 3Such an attitude ef
faith fills the helievers heart with a foretaste

of the ultimate fulness of our salvation.
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TCLARD CUR PRESENT EXPERIENCE,
One thing remains.
III. The timeless interest there is in salvation (vv. 10-12),
4. In the past: prophets and the 3pirit of Christ.

B. In the present: "us" and the Hely Spirit.
These are things which even "the angels desire to
look into".

C. In the future: 4ll are concerned absout "the glory
that should follew®,.

Concl: TFrem thig entire passage we can see that it is
perfectly proper te talk of salvation in three
tenses:

(1) I was saved when I was bern frem abeve. This

the foundation ef my hepe. I can ge ne
farther until this has hecome a reality. Mo
one has divine life but these who have
received Jesus Christ as their Savicur.

(2) I am being saved. This is God werking out
my hope. Ornly in knowing this can I under-
stand the purpsse of my trials.

{3) I will be saved., This is the full realization
ef my hope.

Wnat about the present ze far as you are cencerned?
1W1ll you de what Teter told the believers o«f the
five Roman provinces te de? To praiss. Te rejoice.
To love Him, To believe Him,

The present may be difficult, but the future ceuld
net pessibly be more gzleriecus.



S - \'7——-\ \'\,—.’b

SoME 1850ES5 ARISIOE ouT 0 SALVAT, N
v PeT Vi3-S

UV N VNI (ST

\qu_&pm_ 5% _
e Qe hu &u.xw_) e et Qp > _u\

____-__.,\fu___\ﬁx.v\_u: o) &fe—&wm N .
Q\fmxw&ﬂ-k__)ﬁkmu\ A vaJ J.N\/Q,LSLQ&N\/\:" e

Q,LA,v\ M

- .—W ’&LW MM e k\' 2. ER

u.JL}é._/\_A \,\rm.) Q/WMVL M«\)(' %;\) K-
AL A m_,x_w \‘\A—,—\,J{.vk,w_ﬁ Bk . ;

k) Q.\«.,c._f Mw_,&i

2} Al Load WL Vw wMe,d X

L&) ‘f\c—wl_» . V‘Qﬁ J%L'
M %wr A i \J VAL QKL P_A,er& A

o A NN LA~ Ay QJL._L, MLWAJAM‘_—' Vi ..’1-_1-,“...._')—_-§,‘,,

_ﬁsr\.u R'\‘L./LK‘VL—&./Q_ ot »«% &Uv Ww& (\f 153

: BT - @‘%M Db )..emtﬂ-/unh«&r Xo. {LN\J-‘L
Ka . X Uik ¢ PPN L NP
A X N F X G\Lr\/bw Kolas . :

?o)[.u-m) Q% Cf,_g]&\’)—\\ @W

RN AN &a&-/)-fww lvv\ Ko \IY\AMD\

"XL\.,M\-;_ _/.&Qv\tu\‘ -
v% WM B 33k,
\"’xﬁ N«M\_&Q\_.,__-,,AJC;, ——

zLua.,\? Conidd




\Se, 0 e < - 1

ALY

8. (5_2., Patand, Aty Lot Ky Racot
B NN L P pm,.u.«) Co~I R

S QQG W\—‘r vL ole = belo .
(\)/\A/J\@,\J SO MAM;AA&_&J_@‘- ‘ﬂﬁ

;\\’e/\g,a, M»M)éaem’%b

R o W AP kﬁ/pr N L A Bt Sl

)
B VI b__M_) e A~ m\_ﬂw\/\) ’Y\W&—A’-\.—-

. NP m}\&m&\@&:&) B P_A_X_ULJ_JQ‘.L —
— W:\ \a-\rftLi_x Q\O‘\/@_. [N, R
,,,,, _ RS SN s W DN W QA
(A)(c\wvuuz./ Lo e oV /@M‘

Xhlad \,n._/o\/&i‘_aﬁ-f , .
X - K‘J\l. \C\ﬁ—’l-\,\. Qﬂ\/\_u
U Wt S YNy, M_ME:‘;_&_AMM X &w.__m_.,_,.
\'1.-\ M \_\f V) %\5/@\.» (me_&__
S A___x_,\..\;a_,f.w, \,_):ﬂ)éﬂ_l(.)mn__)- \:d"_vwf\/'@-u./\v&c—b. S

N N Y S SN & T . O

e Qﬁv\-t&w (’f_(, Ky e.hh M Mx-\;)m@*m



AN XO_ Xy 'w—u\&/&e ‘QLWHJCO 9_,,_,\_/_\,2/‘
Ay s f\_,«h"t&/\(' M R A 0"7'\?\ O
O, A K e N K0 Q,.Q'Wx.c_n__j&.\)fr 0’%

]v‘\.m/ax_&l AT N YN
w.z\_ oo Q_\,Qmw

QCEL Mo e
Q‘K \x A \;J = q\,,\_,w |
_— . R

L\A/.\X K(,Lu/a,u\_ﬁ._,\ M«JUL\, a._!/\J"\_zQ))

JM,& Qe e XA vt AR ,'
oM xjﬁm 1
Agéw YN g &EVLX.«—\J &5&;«‘ _
o s ) o D Rnate
E) ) M G&A}«-‘MJ EVEN 3 NN AN
Wit oo e Xlald }____.. vx mi,-—;

e XoaSaras, s Fioaialls

3 \Wf(u o _\_S_;\Q
: Qj:w,m.;.._hm;%ww
e AL f}/w%s-é‘.ﬁ:&m &N‘
¥ _

A G M ,,Q_Q:V“L MW_AM_&_



PSS U 2 - 4

M_-— LA por— . Unanae oD, dbia
c).q_)(wwv —L A &w’(\hm/\,‘h &.Wx\)—u}\)

_.___---;:-..._- \L—JL ‘Q\A:-_Qz A .Q_@MA/_\:LRJ \%zu A==

Juu\&qb Ser \ika AR 20 »lo\

X%

D TSP NP X,‘&M._,ﬁ Az el
2 mw&u»mw_juaﬂ_w__‘mm

9\,%.,,«’._. \ " memx_.m Voo
LA

\,.}-e\_&)f._,a/_u Bt )—_A:J/Orsau ’Q..,‘N\.A_.L._

~ ..__WWM _Bialiak W% o—%

WWQ/V\'(‘_L‘ —_ ’Umcﬁ/v\.—ci?_, — .
I -Q\JM\-‘\J\_R_/L_QJ-/\ R & W e v W < 0_%_&_0\&_
M L.r-\“\:wt—&igku e T A_A_A.Q.c;‘v"r\_aq_

| k \\ """"*7”
\,}-ku\ Ot MMW . &0"@,4,@?

A’L’f‘\-u .o M—A—M‘Y\aﬁ) e e
(\ (2:).9_—1‘._.-0_4../\.4_1_‘ &\5 6\_2_.. WL* o
D—k Mw) MAL o ot T4 «.A‘r_\,\, e
S x.;z._a_l_\f\.a"\,__(.\x\_ﬁ.mwu_ -

. A O WL N TP Ve S
JMM Ao Bons AL.LMJ}_UJ_»}}_ _




crv ol v AT el ?MM&/\M&B&,
WS SR WY &_w»c'msm
Yoo &f’\f" (e =N N SR \/r" _,0341

e AN lﬁ‘mffhf_xzﬂ:\.ﬁ\_a&f\, Mow
_ J/\/v\-()-«q—» Uwvﬁ._rm,atlz_\. ?fu vvvvv Rass.

e ,Q%,(ﬁmm - \,M,.\sl,&_,_m_.,.,__
MA_) o\ .
A ’wa A lale bias WO
e %W@Mm&_h& p_sz_m_w___
— N onnde Qlanaade foa.

o (\.\w\/&_&_&x{&‘; — NS WU - Wy
k\) 'L\\ N o N W\QW UL
. I VN V'S A W -4 M_%
A eaana X —-vQJ-LVuMQWW L P

%&M‘L A f\\-*\,& e p/./_vb‘

Gy He msj

‘: -
e Mvwkbzf_‘\wv{&u .ﬂ.«a‘-\?_—ﬁnf_ \f\/\m\‘ku‘\ﬂ_\_& —QW‘{



(=4

‘.C‘)iD VeSS o (-

—A m@m’\}-’v\/\, {’M/\@m,\,u Lo K Dy
LU X Co REAN O s el
. O P,\,%,e At Q,M \,J\iﬁww_lr- D,mvu;‘

B e x;si;ﬂ :

A N Aoz Q%u\.jﬁ\g:\_x,%.‘ oJ\L_R,nM [o VIR
e W(Mws\ W»ﬁ@ Y.’o -&*\’.ﬁ?ﬁm

e Ny\,w X —— & b - S T, . L _GJLQ_‘.

L ) Rna Jr" ,_

N _-_e:)__ K MW_L__KULM-\}-\..&A) oL

— : Lot &{ >\(&_‘A(,>\é?\0~_-\‘ A AR ﬁ\t)éu)f

_)(Lx,w.—__ow_ OUT—‘&/M)

I TSR S AN ) mm«?rﬂ@&\ Y2 reeP TN
Mo T gJ
(& Ddne %.mq.ﬁr‘ A VAN /W\-a'twcr\.%
e WL—M/MQ\ L WPNC W SN v B P R L_').n__
e N ¥ S Q_QI\JMLWW Rl oae
_ . Kf«.\a/\ Gl wa o daceoa
U Y = =V U\ W O SO /Cr_\_vvv,»:& G\Im\.ﬁ“
e Blau p:“v\.cm«.a;f_, Oual AN e P 6\_4_4
Radi o b B presacw %&“\. Qm-c,

FO NI S\ LI (W I V- VA, { N5 VB L
o X D et 9ol sk s ..




PSSBUE S -7

AT

- H«/v &%b, ot bt | N Rooe (l&rm.
| - $:8).

«'Owe_, M e w\/w\J@ X\._m,u, {Wﬂ S
NS WU, ¢ NN ) S APNER
S “ I FWW -/kv% ‘-D.\é’—_fv‘._ﬁto\/ S SRR
. Voo 1@ 14 L««-M‘\z\.«um?_g Sl
2 7_‘-_.'\)_0:!-58.'::2_‘.. e e e

) ..‘Mg_._' MA_G_L‘ .“wﬁi |

&MMW Lot Mhaot, NAQe- %

NP __._}-"L/.(_-:L_ AN
?ﬂ——'——"—r—-"""

\,A\M)m ) _g,\;,\am\%yr

BN IR kl;_}mm‘té ’V\,M\n er% N= M)
. _lew:u A AT h,i\s.ﬁih__mmw(\amw,
_ K-S /% J IS SN W VO TS U P PNy O
)d G\So.)_(_ Arato e Bl K,
e /‘Ck-sfvu-&bw B OJ«.KJ:»\_ML Yo
, ,,,,W%u e (\:}_ R P NUUY L SO S fe e
e YA Jz(\.wmﬂwu) Du\_,\_,.i &Mj’f‘
St D Az O DJ\. 4_%\_,@'\,\.
S @NA,:L __M\,*'M”\
{)n.—\.a..tcx..- Y 2 W,&LL

e TIRRIENT ey
. &M%\—a—x A2 ann) Ao p@o—a{uﬁ.

e owg.&_: (N 93«0“1/@.\9\« (?z\,rL\..»c,u.u \r\ﬂ-«—i L‘%L

L ,QNV_Y,\&X__,._‘ \\ﬁ_\m ) \JAWJ fl/(&-w'&,_, j\«m ’(D\ﬂ._. ./L{'
, 0’\4 M& AAd A - r(’kmu Yy




*3*0“@P1L“' f“~<AJL4aLL' quwﬂT§VLAA~4- &Lo&&rknm»m4ﬁ
SFIRITUAL GZCUTZQ§
1 Peter 2:1-10

Intro:

The hindrances to spiritual growth (2:1). Tne;e are five
of them and they must be put avay. This word o-1\'o—r|0v\,.,. s
is used of putting off garments and of ceremonial purifi-
cation. Doth could apply here.

e

B.

"111 malice' - a viclous nature which 1s bent on
doing harm to cthers (Lightfoot, Col., p. 280).
Avgustine said that this is to delight in another's
hurt.

ALl guile™ - cf. v, 22. This is deceit, 1lit., to
cateh with bait (ltobertson).

"Hypccrisies" - the acting of a stage player. Feter
nad attacked this in 1:14, 22,

"Znvies" -~ the decire to deprive another of what he
has withoul necessarily wanbting it himself. MEnvy
pines at ancther's good™ (Augusnlne). e wish
others did net have what they have becauss it sets
them above us.

"all evil speakings" - defamation, lo speak down
(a person,, to slander someone else's character.

The means of spiritual growth (vv. 2, 3). This points
directly to the Word of Ged. There is nc other means
for growing spiritually.

What are wo/dealre (expresses an intense yearning)}?
The sincere milk of the VWord.

Sincere - pure, unadulterated.

- 1 .
Peter also uses the word hoyiwkev which means
reasonable. Thiz is the same word as in Rom. 12:2.



wrd adnd Llucdas e di i b “a

cilk - sinple truth, as opposed te meat. Cf. 1 Cor,
3:2; Hekh., 5:13.

Zo it could be translated: Desire ihe unadulterated
-~ reasonable milk of the Word,

There are also two other words which are not

translated in the AV, but they have good support in

maay maouscripts. They are unto salvation.

Vs "As newbern babes, long for the spiritual
milk which is without guile, that ye may
grow thereby unto salvation.!

LD
45
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i IRITUAL GnOWTH

1 Peter 2:1~10

Intro: In 1:1-12 Feter deals with the doctrine ¢f salvation
and its relationship to the trials of these be-
lievers., In 1:13-25 he gpeaks of the issues of
salvation--three practical matters which demand the
immediate attention of these Christians: (1) con-
cerning the mind; (2) concerning their walk;

(3) concerning love.

To facilitate the above, Peter then turns to the
subject of spiritual growth. In these verses
he shows what hinders spiritual growth, what
produces it, and what the purposes of growth are.

But first,
I. What is spiritual growth?

The dictionary defines growth as increase, the progres-
sive development of an organism.

Speaking of the growth of a Christian we might say that
it is the process by which he proceeds from infancy
to maturity.

Feter's reference to growth obviously follows from vv.
3 and 23 in ch. 1. VWe are bern into God's family, but
we need to grow.

Hebrews 5:11-14 is probably a key passage on the subject
of Christian growth.

Cf. also 2 Fet. 3:12.

Yerfection, or maturity, as Christians means Christ-
likeness. Cf. 2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29; 1 John 3:1-3.

From the above passages we learn that growth basically
is brought about by two things:

(1) Knowledge.,

(2) The practical use of the knowledge in daily life.
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1 reter 4:12-19

Intros Peter new reverts to a theme which he had touched
en in 1:7--"the trial of your faith".

I. Three facts to recognize about "the fiery trial®:
A. Tt is to refine (v. 12).

B. It is by design (v. 12).

C. It is as a sign (vv. 17, 18).

ITI. GCune thing to expect from "the fiery trial": ‘“Happy."
This means blessedness, and is a repetition of 3:14.
This hlessedness comes abcut through the ministry of the
Holy Spirit. Cf, Isa. 11:2 ff. (v. 14).

III. Four things to avoid (v. 15):

turder,

-
i
.

B. Thievery.
C. Lvil-doing.
D. Peing a busyhody.
IV, Three things to do when in "the fiery trial':
A. Rejoice (v. 13). Your attitude will determine in a
large measure the effectiveness of the trizl, You
Cd”]Ot rejoice with exultation, but you can rejoice.
B. Glorify God (v. 16). "Cn this hehalf" is 1it.,

in this name, or because gf this name, i.e., the
name "Christian", or Ufor the name of Christh (v.14).

C. Commit (v. 19). This is the term for a hanking
deposit.

"Faithful" - one who can he trusted, who will keep
His plipghted faith.

"Creator', or Founder. Covld Heh. 12:2 apply--'"the
inisher of our faith"? Iote the empha-
reator in John 1, Cecl, 1, and illeh. 1.

|_|-

™2

v 4
sic en the O
sculs are safe with the Creator. Cn the zcoul, ef,

o 3
o D
:9, 11, 22; 2:25.
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1 Tater 5:1-5

Intro: Twice in this epistle does Feter give himself
specifically to exhortation: here, and in 2:11.
In 2:11 it is for the people generally; here, it is

'S

for the leaders,

b

I. The exhorter (v. 1
d. L& fellow-zlder--not an 4dpostle, never the vicar of

Chrict, but plscing himself on the same plain as
the odm-a.

This is important in exhorting. Cf. Gal. %4:1.
s. Peter had een with the Lord all *chugh

s
suffering and death. This especially qualified
him to he a witness. He had secn and heard.

C. & partaker, or participator. This is a reference
v \
bo the mount of transfiguration {tatt, 17:1-9.

It also spealks of the certainty of glory, as Faul
does in Rom. 8:28-30,

. J /

On appearing (QMokador Tw ),
4:13; 5:1., This is an unveiling
underst

anding.

cf, 1:5, 7, 12, 13;
: whick 1z2ads to an

(vv.

~
.

I. The exhortation

i. To the elders. This is unigue in that the supsrior
ones are mentioned first.

1. Instructicns:
a. Feed, or tend, the {lock of God. The

dicticnary defines shesep as timid,
defenseless, bashful, and gilly.

Therefore, they need on to gather them,

to guide them, to guard them, and to graze
43

vhem.

b. Take the oversizht., In leb. 12 5 it is
translated, "Locking diligenbl

There are two negatives to be avoided,

c. Be an example who can be followed.

—
“

lere is ene negative to be avoided.



E.

Concl:

B . e e e Seen = .

S st \
2. The promise (v. 4).

To the younger (v. 5).
1. Instructions:

a. Submit--one of the key words of the
epistle.

b. Gird on the servant's apron. Cf. John 13.
This was a sign of inferiority.

2. The warning and the promise.

o

Tre elders have to do with the Chief Shepherd; the
younger with God.

Some rust lsad; others must follow. Vhen each does
his God-given task, then the Lord is glorifisd and
the needs of His people are met.



