HHE EPIBTLE O Jund
{Fotes pw@pnred by L. Dwight Gusiis)

Who was Juds? Was he the spostle Jude?

Although there was an apoztile by this peme (Luke 6:18), the writer of this
epiatle does not call himzelf an apesicle of Jesus Christ, but “"the servant of
Jesas Christ”,

Favthermore, b spesks of e aposties zs distinet feom hims:l1€. See Jude 17,18
Contrast this with 2 Peter 312, "we ths Apostles”.

Thereiorve, we cin eliminate the ider chat he was an apostls.
He does £al) himself?, "the brothex of Jemes™. What Jasmes is he veferring to?

There were two apoatles by the nsme of Jawes: Jmmes the son of Zebedse, snd
Jmres the som of Alpboews., See luke 6314, 15. There is no evidence thac Janss
the son of Zebedee hed sny other brother than Joba, Similarly, we have nothing
to indicate that Jawss the sor of Alphseuws had 2 brother named Judz., (In Luke
6:16, the phecags, "And Jwdas vihe brother of James”, is wore cerrectly traaslated
in che Anerican Standard Tersion, “And Judas the son of James". The Greck has
welther brother nor son, hut 1z Fitewaily, And Judas of James.)

Far the abeve xeasons it seems that we are on safe grownd £o say that Jude was
aeither an apostle nor wsa he related to an apostle.

What other possibilities see Chere?

We can sasum: that the "Jooes" referrad e in Jude 1 waz evidently so wellk-kaown
that he needed po further identificasion. For this reasom the early church cow-
sidered him o be James, the half-brother of owr Lord, the head of the Jerusaliem
church, acd the writer of "The Geaeral Epistlie of Janes”.

Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3 give the nowes of the Lord’s hslf-brothers. It fs
here that we learn not oaly &bowt James, but sieo Judasz is mentioned. This
would mean that the writer of the epistie hefore us was alsc a half-brother

3£ che Lord 3ewum Ghtisgu Tt is thoight chat, sut of f humility and in order oot
to assume wusdo autborizy, Jude identifies himself ag s hrother of James rather
than ag 2 {(half) rother of the Lord,

Why did Jude write ghis eoiscle?

A vomparisoc betwees Jude ant Z Petex reveals some auazing similariries, partice
wlarly with 2 Pezer i and the fizrsl parge of 2 Peter I

{1} Compare InGe &, &-13, 16 with 2 Pater 2:1, &, &, 10-13, k5, 17, 18.

{2) Compsre Jude 17, L8 wiih 2 Puker 322, 3.
Obvicusly one of these Ls taken Drom SThe othew. Whoe weote Tlest: Jude,or Peter?

1t i8¢ generally amsumed thei Jude Is repeuting vhat Peiter had said since in
2 Feter 2:1 the Zalsy teachevs have uor yol come. ITn Jude 4 they bave arrived.

Thus, Jude writes to remind hin geedars of the iuportsnsy of what Pegex had
siready toid tbem peparding lslse keschers apd rhafr evil infiuence.

To whow did he wrice?

tm the section awove 1t has deem implied at least that Jude was writing to the
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sane people who voceived Peter's epfstles. The only way Jude identifles them %s
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by the terxme he useg in vezse L. Bui It does secm that, by a compavison of
Jude and 2 Peter we are on safe grownd to ssy thak Jude a2lso wrote to Jews
“'gcattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cuppaducia, Asila, and Bichynia™ {1 Petex
1:1). This would include the entixe peninsula of Asis Minow, (32 Peter 3:1 in-
dicates that ! and 2 Peter were both written to the ssme people.) Obviocusly
some Christisn Centiles in the area would aiso be inciuded {(as parte of the
epistles would bear out}, but the marercus raferences o the 01d Testeweat and
to Jewish t¢raditions impiy that the veaders vere predominantly Jewieh in back-
grouad,

$hen did Jude write?
Chronologically Jude comce before 1, 2, and % John,

Our notes heve alveady shown thai Jude fellowed the writing of Peter's Swo
epistles. The dates gencrally glven to 1 Petexr are A. D. b4, or 65, with

2 Peter appearing in 66 cor $], Robertson seis the martyrdom of Peter in A. Do
67 or 68. So Jude munt hiave written in the late 60's, very probably just after
Peter’s death, but before the destruciion of Jerusalem in A. D, 70 since no
reference 13 made to this lattey evea:.

Qutline:

I, Saluvtation {wv. &, 2).

I1, Statement of e purpose of the epistle (wv. 3, 4},
I1I. Message {ww. 5-23):
.Ao &4 solemn veminder of pasi divine judgmencs (vw. 57}
3. Anm mmpaaé of the false reschers {vw. 8-16),
C. Eshortatioans {wy. A7-23}:

. A solem resinder of past apostelic warnings regerding
these "mockera™ {wy, iF-19%.

2. Prectical measuzes o be takew {we, 20-27).

IV, Benedietisn {vr. 74, 13).



