
rOUE GlLEAT GO'3PEL \'iOHD3 
Tit. 1:1-7, esp. vv. 1,-7 

Intro: Here 8gain 1>1e have an example of the Gosnel for 
beUevers! Paul is talking about a Christian's 

attitude tOHard f(overnmentel leRders, and the proof of 1,hat 
he h:)s to say takes him back to the Gospel of Christ. They 
should be different from others and the attitude that they 
have because liRe saved us . 1I 

This explains ;,hy unsaved men are ;lhat they are and Hhy they 
do \·,hat they do--because they are not saved! 

And ;,hen Paul says Hha t he says in v .  3 (i. e., "For He our­
selves vere sOCletiroes foolish," etc.), the questi.on i.s 
immediately raised, �Ihy, then, ilUl llil. !l.Qli different, Hhile 
they remain the §ill!!§.? 

If I used to be like they are (v. 3), then I have no right 
to criticize them. BUT I NE8D '1'0 RECOGnIZE HEY I AH ,1OH 
D IFI·'EFE;,jT FROB THE \{ AY I USED TO BE. 

Any true Christian Hill be "lad to agree 1.Ji th Paul ",hen he 
says that it is "not by 1wrks of righteousness which we have 
done" (v. 5 )!  

Hhen J. 1. Packer is establishing the sovereignty of God in 
SAlvation he makes the fol101,in", very j.nteresting, state­
"lent: 

"In the first place, you give God thanks for your conver­
sion . lTm.J ,'hy do you do that? Because you kno;, :1n your 
heart that God ",as entirely responsible for it. You did 
not save yourself; He saved you . Your thanksgiving is 
itself an ackn01Iledqment that your conversion Has not your 
OHn 1.Tork, but His '!ark • • •  You do not put it <10'111 to chance 
or accident that you a t.tender) a Christian church, that 
you heard the C)'ristian Gospel, thAt you had Christian 
friends, nnd, perhaps, a Christian home, that the Biblo 
fell into '[our hands, that you saH your need of Christ 
and came to trust Him as YOlJr Saviour. You'!; do not 
attribute your repenting and believine to your O'Hn vIisdom, 
or prudence, or sound jud�rnent, or good sense. Perhaps, 
in the days 1.Jhen :,rOU Here seekin:� Christ, you laboured 
and strove hard, read and pondered much, but all that 
outlay of effort did not make your conversion your own 
Hork. Your act of faIth ",hen you closed ",i th Christ Has 
yours in the sonSe that it \;as you Hho performed it; hut 
that does not "lean that you saved yourself. In fact, it 
never OCC1..ITS to you to suppose that you saved yourselftr 
(Ev8nD'elism and The Sovereir;nty of God, p .  12). 



,'it. 3:1-7 C) 
He goes on to ssy that we ll1i�ht tFlke the blame for our "past 
blindness and indifference a;1d obstinacy and evasi veness � II 

but that 'ie ,reuld �ever for a moment even think of dividing 
the ,<;lory for our salvation between ourselves and God. "You 
"ive God all the �lory for all that YOllr salvation involved, 
and you knoH that it ",Duld be blasphemy if :rou refused to 
thank Hi", for bringing you to faith" (p. 13) .  

Wh"t is the reason, then, for the salvation of any man? 

This brings us to our four great Gospel 'lOrds in Ollr text. 
(The Same fOllr Fords, Hith a different 1wrd for love, are 
used in Eph. 2:/,-7.) 

1. KINDlJE3S, the kindness "of God.1I 3ee v. 4. 
)( /' Y'\" .,. "T"\ S 

Sometimes this Hord is translated, lIr;entlenesstl (Gal. 
5: 22) .  One Greek authority has surnested the Hord 
SHeetness. 

It is a 1wrd Fhich depicts that fact that in God r s 
attitude t01.·mrd the sinner there is g kindness ' .. rhich 
vervades and penetrates his 1.rllOle nature .§Q that there 
is nothing harsh ill: austere about Him (cf. Trench, 
p. 233) .  

James expresses this in James 1:5, "upbraideth not." 

Since Pm] 1 is the only NT Hri tel' "ho uses th is word, 
one 1wnders if this were not the outstanding thing about 
God Hhich impresses his heart first on the road to 
Damascus. He found God to be kind, ,(entle, approachable! 

IIHim that cometh unto me I 1"ill in no trise cast out" 
(John 6:]7b )--KI;m,:ESS. 

See hmr this is illustrated in our Lord 1 S attitude tOHard 
the Homan 1·rho Has "a sinner" (Luke 7:36-50) .  

It 1.faS God's kindness that Hon our hearts. Cf'. nom. 2:1,., 
"Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness (Gk., 
kindness)  and forbearance and longsuffering; not knOH­
ing that the goodness (cop;nate) of God leadeth thee to 
repentance?" 

And all throuc,h eternity this is "hat He Hi 11 experience. 
Cf. Eph. 2:7, 

"That in the ap;es to come he "li,c;ht sheH the exceeding 
riches of his grace in his kindness t01{ard us through 
Christ Jesus ." 



':'ib. 3:1-7 ' "  ) [ . " 

II. "LOVE • • .  1'0\iAHD HAlT," ",hich is one 1lOrd in the Gk. �\>--o-""GpWi1�o...-

III. 

From this expression He �et our \-lord, philanthropist. 
God is a phHanthropist. Hhat does this '!jean? 

The only other time the ;!Ord is used in the NT is Acts 
28:2. ReadinR vv. 1 and 2, 

"And when they Here escaped, then they kneH that the 
island was called Heli ta. And the barbarous people 
she,{ed us no little kindness (philanthropy): for 
they kinclled a fire, and received us every one, he­
cause of the Fresent rain, and because of the cold." 

Later on in the same chapter Luke I""ites, 
u�Jho a Iso honoured us with many honours; and ,,!hen ,,,e 
departed, they laded us ;Ii th such thin<:(s as vere 
necessary" (Acts 28:10). 

Philanthropy! 

A person is a philanthropist Hho has an instinctive love 
in his heart for people, and ;,ho must express that love 
by Rivin<:( somethinp; to them to meet their needs! 

God's love is instinctive. And He must display that love. 
'.lith all of the unlovelj.ness about man, it re",ains an 
eternal fact that God loves him and must do something 
to meet his need. Gf. Rom. 5:8. 

�10 here \·,e have a second reason for our sal va tion--all 
in God! 

Let us look at the third. 

HERCY. See v. 5. 
" 
�»."-oS 

C f. also Eph. 2: 4., "But God 1<ho is rich in mercy . 
And I Peter 1: 3, "Blessed be the God and Father of 
Lord Jesus Christ, ',Jhich according to his abundant 
hath begotten us aGain unto a lively hope . 11 

" 
our 
mercy 

This is a ,TO I'd ,.,hieh describes both God and man because 
it is a \wrd ,,,hich views the miserv of !lliill ,,,hich is the 
consequence of his sin. 

THO words to link together: misery and mercy. 

Did yOll ever know sin to leave anything behind it in the 
final analysis but misery? 
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lie have a 1wnderful illustration of the meaning of this 
1-1Ord mercy in the story of the Good Samaritan which our 
Saviour told. 

(Read Luke 10: 30-37 . ) 

Sin has left man as this one was left by the thieves on 
the road bet1'Jean Jeruc,alem and Jericho: "st.dpped . 
wounded • • •  half'dead" (Luke 10:]0). 

God is not. responsible for this condition, but nercy 
is the divine characteristic '.,)hich 1.!ill not let. Him pass 
by on the other side of t.he road. He must. do all t.hat. 
He can t.o meet nan's need. 

When our Lord, stood over Jerusalem and said, 
"0 Jerusalen, Jerusalen, t.hou that killcst the 
prophets, and stonest tbem Hbich are sent. unto thee, 
ho;, oft.en 1{Ould I rBve ';" thered t.hy children toget.her, 
even .9 S a hen ga t.hereth her chitckens under her "inr,s, 
anr' ye would not!" 

THAT liAS THE LAl·lENT OF A HERO IFUL HEART. 

That same mercy is responsible for your salvat.ion and 
mine. He could not leave us t.o t.he misery of sin! 

But t.here is one more ;'0 I'd • 

IV. GHACE. See v. g. 

Just. as mercy indicates God's concern for our misery, 
!?race indicates His concern for .QJll: roilt, .QJll: sin. 

;·Jote that it is linked here with the word, just.ified. 
This is more than for�iveness; this is to be declared 
righteous • .  

But h01') can He do t.hat. for us "hen He are guilty? 

�10t.e Tit. 2:11. 
2 Cor. B:9, "For 
Chr:ist, that • •  

It is 12:1: ,{race. vlhat. is grace? Cf. 
ye kno1-' the ,(r"ce of our Lord Jesus 

" 

I+. is God condescending to deal uith sinful men, utt.erly 
un1')orthy t.hough t.hey are, removing their guilt and 
declaring them right.eous in His sight. 

The Homan cent.urion of Matt.. B: 5-8 sensed his umlort.hiness 
in t.he presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

III am not 1,.JQrthy." This is an understanding of grace. 



Concl: So bere l·TG have our four '<lords: 
(1) Kindness. 

::'it. J:l-'7 
(Ii) 

(2) Philanthropy: love of man. 
(3) Hercy. 
(4) Grace. 

And these 1.]ords to::;ether add up to the reason for 
any '"an I s salvation. Hhile they reflect our needs, 
they also reveal the very love of God for man and 
God I s umdllin::;ness to let man go on in his sin. 


