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COHINTJl'S SIN OF OI1ISSION 
1 Cor. 1:1-9 

Intro: In Paul's i ntroducti on to hj.s f1 ret Corinthian epj stle 
we are instructed how to approach jndjvi duals or a 

church "hen you are dealing with problems. 

In First Corinthians Paul deals exclusively wi.th the problems 
t.hat were to he found i n  the church at Corinth . Before doing 
do , he asks the Corinthian believers to look with him intently 
at the givine side of salvation. 

He thanks God for their salvati .on. He thanks God for confirm
ing His own work in their lives . He thanks God that He wi 11 
continue to confirm His work ·in them until " the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ . "  He thanks God that He i .6 faithful--that He 
never begins a work without pursuing it right through to the 
end. 

Therefore, Paul calls the believers i .n Corinth � church when 
they were not acting like a church. He called them saints 
when they were not living like saints . He called them enriched 
when they appeared to be impoverished. He called them con
firmed , when they should have been condemned. 

Why did he do this? Was he closing his eyes to reality , hoping 
agajnst hope that they were really children of God after all? 

No! Paul was never one to sidestep the truth. He thanks God 
that, as he writes , "the testimony of Christ was confjrmed in 
you" because it had been confirmed. 

There were : 

I. FOUR SPEen'IC EVIDENCES THAT THFBE CORI NTHIANS HAD ACTUALLY 
COlill TO KNo\{ THE LORD. 

What were they? 

A. First, Paul had seen that they had been " enriched by 
Him, jn all utterance" (1 Cor. 1 :5 ) . 

l{hat does thl.s mean? 

The Greek word translated "utterance" is 
This would mean that they had been " enriched" by the 
teaching of the liord of God. "Enriched" carries with 
it the idea of abundance. There had been an abundance 
of teaching in Corinth. IT WOULD SEEM THAT IT WOULD 
BE SAFE TO SAY THAT NO CHURCH EXCEEDED CORINTH WITH 
RESPECT TO THE TEACHING THEY HAD P.ECEIVED. And jj; 
would � that the church in Corinth had revelled in 



Second Hessage - 1 Cor. 1 : 1-9 (2) 

the teaching which she had received. 

Not all churches want the Hord of God, but Corinth £.i.g! 

This was certainly a confirmation of their faith in 
Christ. Corinth provided an illustration of Peter's 
admonition, "As newborn babes desire the sincere milk 
of the Hord, that ye may grow thereby" (1 Pet. 2:2). 

But there ,.ere other evidences. 

B .  They had been "enriched by Him 
(l Cor . l:S ) . 

. . . i.n all knowledge" 

Anyone who has taught the Word of God knows that it is 
possi.ble for people to sit year after year under the 
teaching of the Hord of God, and yet not learn very 
much. This may be the teacher's fault (or the preach
er's ) ,  or it may be the people's, but nevertheless it 
happens. 

You can go into practically every church where the 
Bible is taught faithfully and find people who are 
there week after week, and yet they are ",oefully igno
rant of the Scriptures. 

This� down to § minimum at Corinth. 

These people had tremendous insight into the S criptures, 
They kne", ",hat they had been taught • Although Paul 
had been with them only about two years and even though 
the Church had only been in existence for three years, 
YOU WOULD HAVE HAD A VERY DIFFICULT TIME CORRUPTING 
THE HAJOR DOCTRINES OF' SC RIPTURE IN THIS CHUROH. THEY 
WOULD HAVE CAUGHT YOU IN IT, AII1Jl CALLED YOUR HAND. 

Cf. 1 Cor. 2:1L" 15. 

If Paul could have said no more than this, he would have 
been saying far more about Corinth than you can say about 
the average church today ! 

But he does say more ! 

C .  THE CHURCH AT COnINTH viAS A GIFTED CHURCH (1 Cor .  1:7) . 

In chapter 12 Paul is going to discuss the problems in 
this connection. Vie wi]] come to these in our con
sideration of this epistle. But let us simply note for 
the present that � :ill!§ .!1Q church t..hrui .I:lll..S Ill.Ql:ll 
blessed with spiritually gifted people than was Corinth, 



;:·econd Hefsage - 1 Cor. 1:1-9 ( 3 )  
And, as  Godet says, the:;e "j ft� ;Iere the result of the 
supernatural life of the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
bel ievers in the church at. Corint.h . 

Thi s  is always the result. of t.he first. t.wo t.hings t.hat. 
Paul has ment.i.oned: (1 ) t.he t.eacM.ng of t.he Word of 
God, and (2) beUevers entering int.o an underst.anding 
of the truth. 

Cf. Eph. 4:11-16 . (Note that all of the commas are 
removed from v. 12 in the NSRB.) 

The potenti.al for mi .nistry in Corinth was unlimited 
because of the capabHHies of the people ! The true, 
consistent mini stry of t.he Hord of God prepares t.he 
people of God t.o s erve the Lord. 

Here again Corint.h was exceptional. IT ALWAYS FOLLOI,S 
THAT ,/HEN A PAS TOR DOES NOT FEED HIS PEOPLE ON THE 
WORD OF GOD HE IS GOING TO F'I ND I T  INCREAS INGLY DIFFI
CULT TO GET ANYONE TO JOIN WITH IDM IN SERVI NG THE 
LORD. 

But I must point out one other thing about the Corinthian 
Church which was wonderful . 

D. This was a church where t.hey were " waiting for t.he 
coming of our Lord Jesus Chr i st" (1 Cor. 1:7 ) .  

Of a11 of t.he t.rut.hs of the Bible evident1y one truth 
which t.hey loved supremely was t.he truth of the Lord's 
return . 

If you preached on prophecy i .n Corinth, you would pack 
t.he place out. where t.he meet.ings were held. 

And it cert.ainly is commendable t.o find 
believes in the coming of the Lord . S o  
have turned their backs on t.his t.rut.h. 

a church t.hat. 
many churches 
Th e church at. 

Corint.h was expecting Jesus Christ. t.o come back . 

Well, you say, there cert.ainly couldn't. be much wrong wit.h 
a church like t.his . The Bible was being t.aught. The 
people knew the Hard of God. There was an abundance of 
gift.ed people to share in t.he work. And t.hey were looking 
for the ret.urn of Jesus Christ.. 

What more could you ask? 

Let � ask you !! quest.ion . Hhen you read a passage Uke 
this and compare it with the sad stat.e of affairs that 
existed in t.he Corinthian church, do you ever ask yourself, 



Se�ond IfJefsage - 1 Cor. 1 : 1-9 (4) 
"Is anythi ng missing? Is  there something which should be 
here, and jt is not here?" Do you know the Word well 
enough todetermine if the Cori nth ians were guilty of any 

II . SIN OF OI1ISSION? 

I would like to dismiss the service ri.ght now after telling 
all of you to go home and read 1 Cori nthians until you 
find out what i s  missing--BECAUSE SURELY SOHETIDNG IS ! 

Let me tell you what Rhould be here by readIng a few 
scattered passages in the book . 

Look first at ]. Cor . 3 : 1-3 . Note especially, " and walk 
as men?" This meant that ;lith all of thei r teaching, with 
all of their knowledge, with all of their gifts , wit h all 
of their prophetic truth--they � living like people who 
did not �� know the Lord! 

Now turn to 1 Cor . 1, : 14-16, esp. v .  16 . The same emphasis 
goes on to the end of the chapter . 

Look at 1 Cor . 6 : 19, 20. Then 1 Cor .  10: 31-11 : 1 .  

And finally, look at 1 Cor. 13 :1-3. 

WHAT �JAS THE DISASTROUS LACK IN THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH? 
Just one thing: They were failing in their personal 
obedience to the Word of God. 

Do you remember what the aged Apostle John said to and 
concerning his "wellbe10ved Gaius" ?  He said, "I  have no 
greater ,joy than to hear that my children walk in truth" 
(3 John 4). 
It is important to teach the Word . 
It is important that people understand what we teach. 
It is necessary to have gifted people help in the ;Tork of 
the church . 
It  is important to expect the coming of the Lord . 
BUT--none of these will make a church strong and spi ritually 
pure unless the people of the church are livi.ng obedi. ently 
according to the truth of the Word of God . 

This was Corinth's sin of omi s s i on .  This i s  where they 
failed . 

Concl : The applj cat.i on i s  obvious , is i t  not? I s  it p08sible 
that Central Bible. Church j s failing right at this 

point? Are you reading the Word every day so that you wDl 
knOH and do Hhat God wants you to do? Are you living up to the 
light that you have? 



] Cor, 1:J-9 

1tIould we dare to take thiB letter to the Cori nthians and ask 
as we read every chapter , " Lord , is there something here for 
me to see-- Eome place where I have gone wrong?" 

Are we really living by the \�ord of God? 

Can you and I who are so concerned ahout our children say to 
them , "Be ye followers of me , as I am of the Lord" ? 

Do we love each other as the people of God should , or are we 
glad that CBC is such a big place so He Hon't have to see 
certain people ? 

Young people , in these days when it is so smart to despise 
author1.ti .es of all kinds--parents ,  police offi cers, the laws 
of our land, does it make a difference to you that the Word 
of God says, " Children , obey your parents i n  the Lord, for 
this is ri ght" (Eph. IS : 1 )  and " Let every soul be subject unto 
the hi.gher pOHers . For there js no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordaj.ned of God" (Rom . 13 :1). 
Are we bejng careful about our relatj onship with the opposite 
sex in these days when anytlJing :seem:; to be permissitle? 
There was a young man in the Cori nthian church who had un
douhtedly been there for the teaching and who knew a lot about 
the ,ford, but who was living in the gro�sest s in  wHh his 
father's wHe . 

Do "Ie believe that there is stHI a dIfference between the 
world and the church? Do yon care how othArs might interpret 
your actions? 

What about pride? 

These are days when we need 1 Corinthians. Let us face our
selves honestly as we consider what we fjnd here. And let 
us remember that all of the cOI1l1'lendatory things which Paul 
could say about the church could not take the place of a lack 
of obedience to the Word of God. 

May God open our eyes to see our O"ID need, and then give US 
the wisdom to trust Him to set our feet squarely j n  the pathway 
of His perfect will ! 



A CITY LEAVES ITS MARK 
1 Cor . 1 : 10-17 

Intro : Anyone who kno\-Is the Lord Jesus Christ knows that the 
problems he has had before he became a Chd st,j.an often 

continue to be problems afterwards . Thls appHes to traits of 
character . It applies to moral weaknesses . It applies to 
the abilHies which we possess . 

And--the older we are when we come to the Lord, the more diffi
cult it is to throw these problems off . 

Oftentimes our environment is a problem, or possibly the cul
ture we have been raised under, or the type of government under 
which we have lived . There are many today who identify our 
American way of life with the Church. There are those who feel 
that government in the Church has to be like our American form 
of government or it cannot be Christian. 

EVERY ONCE IN  A WHILE WE NEED TO REi'!IND OURSELVES THAT THE 
CHRISTIAN FAITH AND THE CHURCH OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST ARE 
ABSOLUTELY DISTINCT . TIlERE IS NOTHING EXISTING WHICH IS QUITE 
LIKE TIlEi'!. THEREFORE, WE NEED. TO BEWARE LEST WE CARRY som OF 
THE CORRUPTING INFLUENCES OF OUR WAY OF LIFE INTO THE CHURCH. 

THIS HAD HAPPENED IN CORINTH! 

Practically every problem in the book has something to do with 
the background of the Corinthians--and we are introduced to 
one of the most basic of these in our text this morning . 

The Corinthians flourished on division. It was a part of their 
way of Hfe--espedally among the intellectuals. They had 
their many schools of philosophy . You could always fInd an 
argument, or start one wHhout much trouble in Corinth; 
Some men were admired for their great "isdom. Others "ere 
admired for their oratory . Some became know for their leader
ship ability, and ",ere looked to as authorHies. And so you 
could go on and on! G. G. Findlay says i n  his cow�entary on 
1 Corinthians, diVjSions ) factjons ",ere "the inveterate curse 
of Greece" (EGT, II, 731 • 

Here a Church had been planted to leave its mark on the city, 
and i.nstead we reali ze right from the first that the cj ty had 
left its ma:rk QQ the church--and it threatened its very exis
tence ! 

This is the reason for 

I .  THE FIRST EXHORTATION OF THE EPISTLE (v. 10). 

This was a completely new idea to the Greek mind! 



1 Cor. 1 : 10-17 (2) 

Note the graciousness of the Apostle as he heads right into 
the basic problem of the Corinthi an Church. 

Here is a call for uni ty--jn � respects. 

A .  Outwardly : "That ye all speak the same thing. " 

This must be a reference t.o v. 12. Not only did these 
divisions exist, but they were all talking about the 
di visions, makj. ng them worse day by day. 

How many differences would be healed if we knew how to 
control our tongues! 

They needed to stop the way they·were talking and let 
thejr speech be expressjve of their onenef'S in  Christ. 
It i s  often when someone does 1'01'1e talking that sli ght 
di fferences become major dhisions. 

B. Negatively: "That there be no divisions among you." 

This might be acceptable in Corinthian culture, but in 
the church it was "practical heresy" (Trench, quoting 
Nevin, p. 391). 
Cf. what Paul says later ahout the Church in  1 Cor . 
12:13. Here we are deali.ng with "alienation of feeling, 
inward separation" (Hodge, p .  12). Some of these may 
not be talked about, but they are just as much a gri ef 
to the Holy S pirit and carry just as much potential for 
trouble. 

C. Practi cally: "That ye be perfectly joined together." 

Here Paul is talki.ng about the harmonious worki .ng of 
the body . Sometimes the word is used of mending a net; 
other· times of putting a dislocated bone back into its 
socket. And yet it can mean the proper functi.oning of 
a machine--without any thought of trouble . 

How does a Church accompljsh thjs? 

By being "in the same mind and in the same judgment." 
What does this mean? 

"The same mind" j s a Hard which refers to doctrj.nal 
agreement . It has to do >l1th the >lay you think about 
the truth, "fun harmony of view i n  regard to Chri stian 
truth" (Godet, I, "'3). 
There js no lack of unity i n  the Bible, but this harmony 
must also be in the doctrinal agreement of believers. 



1 Cor. ] :10-17 (?) 
Young people, listen to me very carefully for a moment. 
Do you know one of the things I am most concerned about 
among Christian young people today� It is the kind of 
thing which is often prevalent in your so-called dis
cussion groups. This often deteriorates into nothing 
more than a conglomeration of opjnions about certain 
truths in the �Iord of God, and often the one is accept
ed which seems to have the most support in the discus
sion group. 

WHAT I THINK THE ,lORD SAYS, OR WHAT THE WORD SAYS TO 
HE, IS OF LITTLE CONSEQUENCE. WHAT I NEED TO BE 
PRINARILY CONCERNED ABOUT IT �IHAT DOES THE \VORD OF GOD 
SAY";"PERIOD! I.JHAT DOES IT SAY REGARDLESS OF WHO IS 
READING IT. 

I am not called to preach my OplnlOnS about the l,ord 
of God; I AN CALLED TO PREACH THE HORD OF GOD. 

This ran just as much against the way Corl.nthians con
sidered the truth as it runs against Americans today. 
In politics we can have our opinjons, but when we come 
to the Word, we come to the eternal, authorltatjve, 
verbally inspl.red �Tord of God--and the main thIng we 
need to be concerned with is this: WHAT DOES IT BEAN? 

Here is one area where I am afraid that America has , 
left its mark on the Church just as Greece had left its 
mark on the Church in Paul's day. 

But this is not all. There must also be agreement 

"In the same judf7lllent." This means the way we use the 
word of God to arrive·at our decisions. He will not 
find an specific answer to every question we have, 
but in the Bible we are given the great principles 
which we can use in forming our judgments as to what 
we should do jn partjcular instances. 

Let me cite an illustration from this letter to the 
Corinthians. Please turn to chapter 6 ,  verses 19 and 
20. 

v. 19 gives us a truth concerning which we must all "be 
perfectly .i oined together in the same mind." Every 
child of God must understand that his "body is the 
temple of the Holy Spi rit," and that the Holy Spi.ri t 
therefore is Ijving in him--and he is not his own! 

Why do I believe this? Do I believe it because I can 
see Him, or because I bad some kind of feeling, some 
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kind of experjence I1hen the Holy Spirit came to indl1ell 
me? 

ABSOLUTELY NOT! I beli eve this for one reason. This 
is the clear teaching of the Hard of God. To doubt i t  
is to question the divine authority of the Bible . 

But nOI1 look at v .  10. Such truth calls for a certai.n 
jud"ment, a decision regarding my dany life. It is 
this: "Therefore glorify God i n  your body, and in 
your spirit , I1hich are God's." 

The app1i cation£ of this truth are legi on . 

Do you see I1hy it is so important for us to be "per"
fectly joi.ned tor,ether in the same mind, " in our under
standing of t.he truth? Because without thi.s we l1ill 
never have uni ty "in the same judgment , "  that. i s ,  in 
applying the ,lord of God to our daily lives. 

II. THE REASON FOR THE EXHORTATION. 

Because there were divi.sions. 

Paul had heard about this from members of the household of 
Chloe. "!hether chiJdren, or slaves , we do not know. 
\fuether Chloe was a Christian Homan from Corinth , or from 
Ephesus , l1e do not knoH. But the Corinthians obviously 
knew Hhat Paul was talking about. She was one whom both 
�aul and the Corinthians trusted. 

There seem to have been four major divi sions based upon 
preferences Hhich vari ous Corjnthian believers had for 
Paul, Apollos, Peter, and even Christ! 

What a tragedy? Let us note 

III . THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SAD CONDITIONS IN THE CORH'THIAN 
CHURCH. 

Two things s eem to be apparent. 

A. hlen became 
preached. 

more important than the message Hhich 

A "". N I "" \ -z. \ N "" 0 r-: .,. -II-e: l>l " j!...!) • 
they 

Cf. v. 12. Thl s reached a point ",here Paul and Apollos 
and Peter beca.me cO�lpeti tors of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

B. Baptism became more important than salvation. 

Paul is not minimizing the importance of bapUsm. He 
certainly is showing that it is not a part of salvation. 
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But he does not want anythlng to overshadow the Gospel. 
He would not baptize to galn a following, nor would 
he resort to "the wisdom of words . "  

His whole life was devoted to the person of Ohrlst 
and to His work for all men on the Cros s .  

Concl :  We must close .  I,e are just getting started, getting 
our first look at the problems . But let us not think 

that this problem dled in Gorlnth . It has been with the Church 
down to the present time . We must beware of it . Our minds 
and lives need to be so filled with the Word, so in love with 
the Lord Jesus Christ , so concerned about the salvation of 
men, that nothi ng will deter us from the message and the missiar. 
which God has given us i n  this world. 

We must be united here, or nothing else can possi bly make us 
effective in the work of God. 

Corinth wi.th her divisions made the church feel comfortable . 
She had left r er mark on t.he Church . 

The ,mrld today says dj a] ague is good . Let I s discuss the 
truth and not be concerned ahout. our di sagreements . 

Paul said to Timothy--2 T im .  2 : 15 and 2 T i m .  3 : 16, 17. 
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a.m. THE PREACHER 'S CALL--�IHAT IS IT? 

1 Cor. 1:17-25 

Intro: It is no secret that churches today are getting more 
and more removed from the teaching and preaching of 

the Bi.ble. Comments come conti nually about how dHficul t It 
is to find churches throughout our country where the Bible is 
accepted as the Word of God, and where the work is bunt· 
around the ministry of the Word. \,e can thank God that there 
are stHl many churches that stand for the truth, but it seems 
that the number is decreaSing steadily. 

These are facts we a11 kno,/ to be true. 

What we do not recognize, ho,Tever, is that when men get away 
from the Word of God, their whole conception of the work of 
the Church gets distorted. This can be seen in what many 
preachers are doing. It is to be seen in the activities of 
certain churches. It i.s evident in their definition of certain 
terms, such as salvation, which they have lifted out of the 
Bib1e to fit into their own purposes. Many people who do not 
know anything about the Bible are beginning to feei that of 
all people who have 10st their way the preachers of the day 
� to be the most confused of all! 

For the most part these are preachers who are libera1 in their 
theo]ogy, and who do not share our convjction that the Bib1e 
is the Word of God, that Je8us Christ is the Son of God, and 
that men are 10st in sin and in need of sa1vation, eternal life, 
which can only be found in Christ. 

For the momEmt we can forget about Ijberals and their confusjon 
over the ministry and the place the Church is to have in the 
world. 

But let � ask � question. It is this: From your understand
ing of the Word of God, WHAT IS THE WORK OF A MAN WHO HAS BEEN 
CALLED BY GOD INTO THE HINISTRY? Or, to state it another way, 
WHAT IS THE WORK OF THE CHURCH? 

These are broad questions which need to be eubdivided into two 
related questions because obviously the Church would have a 
ministry to perform to it.s own memhers, and it. would also have 
a ministry to perform to the world out.side of its own fellow
ship. 

Let us t.ake this latter point. WHAT IS THE WORK FACING THE 
CHURCH WITH RESPECT TO THE WORLD OUTSIDE? WHAT IS THE WILL OF 
GOD FOR THE PREACHER AND FOR THE C}TIJRCH IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
WORLD? 

Paul st.at.es it unequivocally in v. 17 of our text.. (Read. ) 
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1. THE PREACHERS CALL EXPLAINED (v. 1 7). 

The preacher (and the Church along with him) have one pre
eminent mission in the world. It is the proclamation of 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

What 1£ the Gospel? Paul defines it in 1 Cor. 15:1-8. 
It is the message of the death and resurrection of the 
Lord Jems Christ, why He died, and what His death and His 
resurrection means to every man, woman, and chHd on the 
face of the earth. 

What does it mean to preach? The word Paul uses is the 
Greek word which gives us our Em:lIsh word, evangelize. 
It means "to brtng good �, to announce glad tidings" 
(Thayer, p. 256 • 

You do not have to be an ordained man to preach. YOU ARE 
PREACHING WHENEVER YOU TELL ANYBODY ELSE ABOUT THE DEATH 
A1lD RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST, AtlD HELP THEM TO UNDER
STAND WHAT IT �IEANS TO THEM. 

I belIeve it was Spurgeon who used to say that the greatest 
preaching is done when one man is the preacher and one man 
is the congregation. In other words, the greatest preach
ing is personal evangelism. 

Arid, it needs to be said, that our preaching, or witnessing, 
is not to be an end in itself. OUR OBJECT IS TO SEE PEOPLE 
RECEIVE THE LORD JFSUS CHRIST AS SAVIOUR. 

This is where � .9f:!&!:! .:om into trouble, and this is the 
very point Paul touches .Q!) in the passage before ill! this 
morning. 

One of the first things a Christian runs into when he seeks 
to witness is resistance. Therefore, we start thinking 
along this lIne: WHAT CAN I PRESENT THE GOSPEL SO AS TO DO 
AWAY WITH THIS UNWILLING}!ESS TO RECEIVE CHRIST? 

And so in many instances we find 

II. THE PREACHER'S CALL EXPLOITED. 

We suddenly find ourselves in a posi.tion where methods 
become more important than the message, and we will even 
alter the message to obtain the results that we are after. 

What approach do you think Paul could have followed for the 
greatest acceptance in Corinth? This question is easily 
answered. It is seen in these words, "with wisdom of 
words." IF PAUL WERE GOING TO GEAR HIS APPROACH TO THE 
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DESIRES OF THE CORINTHIANS THEN HIS APPROACH SHOULD BE 
GREATLY PHILOSOPHIC AND PRESENTED WITH THE GREATEST POSSIm 
ORATORY. 

Probably a combination of Paul and Apo110s would have been 
the ideal evangelIst for the Corinthians. 

The Corinthians lIked to identify their philosophies with 
the originators, AND THIS IS ONE REASON WHY SOME \'JERE 
BOASTING THAT THEY HAD BEEN BAPTIZED BY PAUL BECAUSE THIS 
MADE THEM DISCIPLES OF PAUL JUST AS OTHER CORINTHIANS 
WOULD FOLLOW OTHER PHILOSOPHERS. 

This had happened in spite of all that Paul had done, but, 
so the Corinthians would hear it again, he states in v. 17 
the divine orders he had been under i.n going to Corinth. 
(Read. ) HE DELIBERATELY AVOIDED PRESE�ITING THE GOSPEL 
TO THE CORINTHIANS ON THEIR TERI-1S. 

What do you suppose would correspond to this in America 
today? How can we as Christians be deceived as to the 
approach \{e make to our fellow Ameri cans so that, "the 
cross of Christ" is "made of none effect"--lit., rendered 
useless. 

To be sure we have our intellectuals, and they may you 
feel that you can only reach them on an intellectual basis. 
So, we are inclined to leave them alone. 

BUT, BY FAR, HOST OF US FEEL THAT WE CAN WIN AMERICA TO 
CHRIST IF WE TOUCH THEN ON THE ONE POINT THAT IS OF 
SPECIAL INTEREST TO EVEHY Al1ERICAN. PLEASUREl 

Every time you hear a person who is a Christian say to 
another person who is not a Christian, "You may be having 
a great time, but you will have the greatest time of your 
life if you will accept Christ," you have a Christian 
who is doi ng in A.'l1eri.ca what Paul would have done in 
Corinth if had preached the Gospel ""lith wisdom of words." 

OR ,  we see great crowds going to hear some entertainer, 
and so we say to ourselves, if we put on an entertainment, 
we will get the crm.,ds and we wi 11 be able to wIn a lot 
of people to the Lord. So we put on our entertainment, 
and we get large crowds, and we agai,n try to convInce 
those who are there that the way to have fun, to have 
someone ",ho will meet your needs, who will take Clare of 
all of your troubles, then receive Christ. 

THIS IS NOT THE GOSPEL. 

But, someone says, there are people saved. Yes, there may 
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be some saved, but this does not prove that the method is 
right. It only proves that God is able to use even wrong 
methods by His own grace, BUT WI1AT HOULD BE THE RESULT IF 
HE HERE TO GET BACK TO NEt-I TESTAHENT EVANGELISM. 

Paul wants to tell the Corinthians (and us) why jt is 
wrong to adapt the Gospel t.o t.he interests of the people, 
and so we have 

III • THE PREACHER I S CALL EXAMINED. 

Why can 1,le not change the simple order "to preach the 
Gospel?" 

Paul gives three reaSons in addition to the fact that we 
are simply told to "preach the Gospel." They are: 

A. Because a change in the basic character of the Gospel 
robs the message of its pmler (v. 17b). 

He are living in a day ],Ihen it seems that we have 
forgotten the mjghty power which God has placed in 
His j-Iord. Cf. Heb. 4:12. 

It is through the Word that men come to realize thei.r 
need of Christ, and it is through the Word that man 
are born again. 

In pmler-mad Rome Paul declared what he wdtes in Rom. 
1: 11) • 

If 1,18 would only "preach the Word, " preach' it simply, 
preach it lovinp:ly, preach jt repeatedly, depending 
upon the Lord to use it, how our eyes would be 
opened to see h01, fooli sh we have been. 

We often ask people to believe when we have given them 
nothing to believe. ,Ie talk to them about what the 
Gospel will mean to them, and we avoid talking about 
what it means to God. He no longer reason with men 
about sin, rIghteousness, and judgment, and so we 
make the cross of Christ of none effect. 

B. He can never make the Gospel really acceptable to the 
world (v. lSa). 

To the world of unsaved men, the preaching of the cross 
is to them that perish foolishness, it always has been, 
and it always will be! 

Cf. 1 Cor. 2 :14. NOHHERE IN THE GOSPEL ARE HE URGED TO 
PREACH THE GOSPEL BECAUSE MEN HANT TO HEAR IT; HE ARE 
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COMMANDED TO PREACH THE GOSPEL BECAUSE THEY NEED TO 
HEAR IT--and there is all of the difference in the 
world in those two ideas! 

If we ,rill take God at His Word, and ten men what we 
know about the Lord Jesus ChrIst, we win be amazed 
to see how God will work. ·He is not asking for our 
advice on how to reach men; He has commanded us to 
go into alI the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature! 

If you are trying to make the Go�pel acceptable to the 
world, you are working at somethj.ng which can never 
be done. And if you think that you have done it, you 
had better look very closely to be sure you are 
really presentjng the Gospel of the grace of God! 

But there is one other reason. 

C. We should not follow the interests of the world because 
we can see the results which those interests have 
produced. Cf. vv. 20, 21. 

"Where is the wise?" Where has his wisdom led him? 
Has it led hjm to God? Has it satisfied his needs? 
"Where is the scribe?"--the Jewish religjous leader 
;rho claims to be the interpreter of Scripture and yet 
has not hesitated to add to the Old Testament scrip
tures. Where is he? Has all of his kno;rledge led him 
to God? "Where is the disputer of this ;rorld?"--the 
one ;rho hopes by reason and argument and debate to 
arrive at an understanding of the truth. Vlhere is he? 
Vlould you like to be in his shoes? 

The ans;rer to these r.hetorjcal questions is self
evident. l.JHY THEN WAS THERE ONE SINGLE REASON FOR THE 
CORINTHIAN CHURCH TO FOLLOW THE BLIND PATH OF HUl1AN 
HJSDOM AND PHILOSOPHY IN SEEKING TO PRESENT THE ETERNAL 
TRUTH OF THE �JORD OF GOD? 

C onel: But let us bri nl!, it do;rn to Amerj ca today. Hith an of 
our emphasis on pleasure and havjng a good time, has 

thi.s been so successful that we as ChrIstians should adapt the 
Gospel to this kind of an approach. Hhere is America going 
today ;rjth its emphasjs on having a /Toad time? Hhat about our 
dj vorce rate? l.Jhat about t.he terrible ri se in crime? What. 
about. suicides, t.een-age suicides? ARE WE GCING TO DEGRADE THE 
GOSPEL BY TRYING TO TEI L THS HORLD THAT THEY ARE GOING AFTER 
THE RIGHT THING, BUT GOING AFTER IT IN THE WRONG VlAY. 

THERE ARE A LOT OF TRAGIC THINGS IN AMERICA, BUT NONE MORE 
TRAGIC THAN THE HAY THE CHURCH HAS PERVERTED THE GOSPEL OF 
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CHRIST IN ORDER TO ATTRAC1' THE ATTENTION OF TIlE HORLD. 

Let us forget about entertaining, and concentrate on ministry. 

Let us forget about what men want, and concentrate on what 
God wants and what man needs. 

Let us not try to 1u11 the world into thinking that they can 
have a better time if they will only have Christ, when what 
they need to know is that they are under the judgment of 
Almighty God and that their condition is so desperate that 
God had to send His only Son to redeem them from the penalty 
of their sins. 

Let us quit taking our methods from the world, and get them 
from the vlord of God--methods which the Spirit of God can 
use to bring men to know their need of Christ. 

He will never "'in the whole world, but we wi11 see many more 
transformed if we leave the Gospel as God gave it and dare to 
preach it for His gloryl 



THE CALLING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
1 Cor. 1:26-31 

Intro: Last week in 1 Cor. 1:17-25 we considered the Apostle 
Paul's call to service for our Lord Jesus Christ, and 

its bearing upon our service for our Lord. This morning I 
want us to consider the call of God's people 1£ salvation and 
its place in this very powerful letter from Paul to the Church 
of Corinth. 

All of chapter one is very instructive in connection with the 
nature of the Gospel as ;lell as the ministry of the Gospel. 
We do not even have to read between the lines to see the 
divine pri.nciples which Pa.ul employed in his work as an evan
geli st! 

We must keep jn mind that Paul iE concerned f irst of all with 
the divisions which were threatenjng the very existence of the 
Corinthian Church. These divisions arose over confusion as 
to the nature of salvation itself. The human side had become 
dominant in their minds and so it becomes necessary to remind 
them 

I .  Of THE ONE WHO HAD CALLED THEI1, or THE SOURCE OF THEIR 
CALLING. 

Note how Paul emphasizes this again and agai.n. 

"For ye see your calling" (v. 26) 
(2x in v. 27 and 1x in v. 28). 

• • God hath chosen" 

Of. v. 9, then "called to be an apostle" in 1:1, "called 
to be saints" in 1:2. 1'his emphasis is found also in the 
Gk word for "church." 

They were saying, "I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I 
of Cephas; and I of Chdst" (1:12). But note v. 30: 
"But of Him," that is, God, "are ye." You are not of 
Paul or of Apollos or of Cephas; YOU ARE OF GOD! 

Let us get this st.raight. in our thinking once and for all. 
It will save us from a lot of confusion. Regardless of 
t.he method of evangelism that. may be used, NO ONE IS EVER 
SAVED UNU',SS HE IS

' 
SOVEREIGNLY CALLE:D INTO SALVATION BY 

GOD HIHSELF! 

And this is just as true of every other chHd of God as it 
is of you, or of me! Cf. John 15:16. 

I must never forget this. It will keep me from thinking 
too much of the human instrument God may have used to bring 
me to Himself, and it will keep me worshipping God! 



II. Secondly, I must see THE SURPRISES CCNNECTED WITH lIIS CAI,L. 

Seven hundred years before Christ came to the earth God 
expressed a truth through the prophet Isaiah which we are 
reminded of here. It is this: "For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the 
Lord. For • • •  11 (Isa. 55 :8, 9). 

vlhbt is the surprIse? 

It is this: God has deliberately avoided the way men 
would undertake the salvation of men--the way which men 
will often employ in spi.te of what the Word of God teaches 
us. 

Salvation is for all men, but if you will look at the 
people of God you will note that there is a definite 
absence of certain classes of people. 

Certain insqriptions in the Catacombs indicate that in the 
church at Rome most of the members "ere from the lower 
or middle classes (Godet, I, Ill). It is t.rue that Paul 
wrote to the Philippians and said, "All the saints salute 
you, chi.efly they that are of Caesar's household" (Phil. 
I" :22) • But even taking the Word of God as a whole, ,Ie 
see abundant illustrations that "not many wise men after 
the flesh, not many might.y, not many noble are called.1I 

THIS HAS NOT HAPPENED BY ACCIDENT; GOD HAS DELIBERATELY 
ORDAINED THAT IT SHOULD BE THIS WAYl 

What are meant by these terms? 

The "wise men" are the philosophers of Corinth, the 
intelligent.sia, t.he educat.ed class, the Ph. D.s, the 
IIhrains." He is saying t.hat you will NEVER find the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ popular on the university campus, 
nor will it have wide acceptance with men who have come 
to ' .... orship at the shrine of human wisdom. There are 
some, but "not many. 11 

The "mighty" are people in places of power and authority, 
governmental leaders, relir;ious leaders. There are 
some, like Nicodemus, or the Ethiopian eunuch, or Naeman 
the Syrian, but agai.n--"not many.1I 

The "noble" are the well-born. These are the people whose 
very names carryacer,tain prestige, an influence ;!hich 
seems to overpo;!er people--;!hich waS illustrated this last 
week by the men and ;!omen who were seeking frantically to 
get Senator Ted Kennedy to run for t.he Presidency. They 
kno;! t.he po;!er of t.hat name. There are some ;!ell-born 
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people 1,rho have been "called" :into salvation, but again-
It not many." 

Is this not surprising? 

How many times we flay, What if so-and-so were a Christian, 
what a mi.ghty influence he ;FOuld have for Christ? 

Do you suppose these people are beyond the reach of the 
f'race of God, that the Holy Spirit cannot brine His po>!er 
of conviction to bear upon t�em? 

Some of them are saved, which proves the Lord can reach 
them. But have you ever not] ced how a Chd stian in 
politics, or a Chri.stian with a lot of money, or a 
Christian who is high in educational circles often proves 
to be a disappointment. 

Thihk of how we try to reach the football captain, or the 
homecoming queen, thinking that we will then be able to 
reach the whole campus for Christ! Cannot God reach them 
if He wanted to? If we had been t alking to Nicodemus we 
would have promised to make him a disciple if he would 
only accept Christ. H e  could visualize all Judaism turning 
to Christ. BUT THE LORD LET HIM GO HITHOUT BRINGING ml1 
TO THE POINT OF A DECISION. 

No--God has deliberately chosen NOT to work among the 
high-ups of this earth. WHY? 

There are t>!o good reasons given here. 

First, because God has chosen to display the power of the 
Gospel by showing the effect that it has in the weakest, 
most worthless vessels He could find. 

Note v. 27 ff. Paul doee not simply say, "But God has 
chosen the foolish things of the ;FOrld," but he says that 
"God has chosen the fooli sh thi ngs of the "orld to .£Q!l
found .:th.2 wi s e • " 

How beautHully this is illustrated in the story of Elisha 
and Naaman! Elisha could not have heen a greater fool in 
the P.yp.s of the >!orld in doi ng what he did. BUT HE HilS A 
HAN HHO HA.S HISE IN THE HAYS OF GOD. He " confounded" 
Naaman. He put him to shame. He made him see how foolish 
he ",as. And then Elisha's servant almost ruined the whole 
thing. 

The same is true of the ">!eal," and the "base • • •  despised 
• and the thines which are not. " He is speaking of 



thoee who are unlettered, uneducated; those ",ho have not 
achieved great po",er among men; those who do not have 
outstanding famHies; those ",ho are even disdained by the 
",orld; those "'ho "are not" hecause as far as the world is 
concerned they do not even exist--THESE ARE THE VESSELS 
GOD MOST OFTEN USES TO ILLUSTRATE FOR ALL TIlE MIGHTY 
PO,JER OF TIlE GOSPEL OF CHRIST IN TRA}lSFORM ING TIlE M OST 
INSIGNIFICANT OF MEN INTO MIGHTY WITNESSES FOR CHRIST. 

That js the first reason. 

The second is this: God wHl have no flesh, ho",ever great 
it might be, to glory in His presence. 

The greatness of a man has nothing to do with his right to 
be saved. The Gospel is for those who realize that all 
that they have does not move them one step closer to God. 
And therefore you will find God uses people ",ho are the 
best illustratjon of what He desires to do jn the Jjves 
of men. 

Do you feel that you are too bad to be saved? You are 
just the kind of a person the Lord can save. If you feel 
that you are so �ood you do not need salvatj on, this is 
the most serious mj stake you wi1] ever make. 

One other point. It has to do with 

III. THE SUl<fi'lARIZilTION OF THE CALL, or Paul's explanation as to 
",hy human l'lerit is of no sigd ficance. 

It is found jn v. 30. 

It is apparent in the English and certainly in the Greek 
that t.he word "w.iSdom" does not go with the three great 
words of t.he Gospel whi ch follow it: ri ghteousness, and 
sanct.ifj.cation, and redemption. 

God has called me into a position of being "in Christ 
Jesus." And it, is the Lord Jesus Christ who has become 
my ""'isdom" so that I am able to understand God's way of 
salvation which consists in righteousness, sanctification, 
and redempt.ion. 

Hhat does this include? 

It is as though the Apostle jn three words is summarizing 
the first 8 chapters of Romans: 

(1) "Righteousness" - Romans 1-5, my deliverance from 
the penalty of sin, deClared acceptable to God 
because I am lIin Christ Jesus." 



(2) SanctificaUon" - Rom. 1',:1-8:17, deliverance from 
the defilement of Sin, cleansed because I am in 
Christ. 

(3) Redemption" from - Rom. 8 :18-30, deliverance from 
the earth, from the very presence of "in itself 
when the Lord comes and I am transformed into His 
very likeness. 

Concl: What could you add to that? Absolutely nothing. 
Al'd it is all mi ne because I have been called by God 

and placed in ChriEt Jesus. Salvation is complete, and there 
is nothi.ng for me to glory in. 

When you get through with 1 Cor. 1 we cannot talk about Paul, 
or about Apollos, or about Peter--ONI,Y ABOUT CHRIST. II fIe 
that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." 
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THE SPIRIT G.F GOD AND THE ,lORD DF GDD 
1 Cor. 2 : 1-10. 

Intro : I want to n nk three statements in  ch . 1 this  morning 
wHh the first verse of chapter 2 .  Note the statements 

very carefully: 
( 1 )  Ch.  1 ,  v .  9, "God i s  fai thful, Qy whom Y!2 � called 

unto the fellowship of h i s  S on Jesus Christ our Lord . "  
Salvation i s  a di vine cal] i ng ,  and H i s  GDD who does 
the calling--not you and I. 

(2 )  Consequently, in ch . 1 ,  v. 17 we read, "For Christ sent 
me • • • to preach the gospel."  Paul could not choose 
his own message ; he had to fj t into the divine plan 
of God. 

(3 )  Then in ch . 1 ,  v. 26 1;Ie read, "For ye see your calling . "  
No one 1;Iho has come to Christ has any right to boast in 
his salvation . God has not called us because of what 
1;Ie are; He has called us i n  sDite of 1;Ihat we are "that 
no flesh should glory in his presence" and that "he that 
glorieth , let him glory in the Lord . "  

Ch . 2 ,  v .  1 �oes back t o  explain more about ch . 1 ,  v .  17. God 
has called. Paul has been sent . llVERYTHING DEPENDS UPDN HD,I 
PAUL PREACHES , AND ,mAT PAUL PREACHES . And let us see this 
morning that thi s i s  simply a lesson in evanl!e] i sm for every 
chHd of God. 

Do you want to know how to be a wi tness for the Lord Jesus 
Chri st? No better i nst.ructi ons were ever ;Iri tten than those 
,,(i ven here i n  ch . 2 ,  vv. 1-5. 

Please not i ce that as Paul t.alks about how these Corinthians 
were saved , and how oth"!r CorintM ans mi ght be saved, that 
there are three factors which enter i nto the salvatj on of 
those ;rho need Chri st .  They are all in  these verses . 

(1) F irst of all , t.here is thA One who is doi nr, the witness
ing , the 1!!§Q of God, or let us simply call him, the child 
of God. In these verses it is Paul . 

(2 )  S econdly, there is the word of God. Paul speaks of it 
i n  v .  1 as " the testimony of God . "  We might talk ahout 
Paul giving a testi mony, but it is  a.ctually God Hho is 
speaking . He is  s imply using us as bearers of the 
message . 

(3) Thirdly, and for t.he fj rst ti.me in this epi stJ e ,  Paul 
refers to the Spirit of God in v .  4. 

So 1;Ie have • • • the man of God • • • the \wrd of God • • • the 
S piri t of God. Remember that 1;Ihen we spea.k of " the man of God" 
we are not talk;ng ahout a preacher i n  the forma.l sense , but 
we are talking about. any and every person who knmls Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour . Everv ehd sti an i s  i n  th; s sense � man of Cod !  
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S ince we are just nOH bej ng introduced i n  tbis epi"stle to the 
Holy S pirj t, l et me poj nt out a couple of dangers . 

There i s  nothj nr, more eS8ential t.o t.he Chrj s t i an l j f e  and t.o 
Chrj st.ian witnee sing than is t.he doctrine of the Holy Sp5rj t. .  
BUT HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED THAT THIS IS HHERE S O  VlANY CHRIS TIANS 

HAVE GONE WRONG? S OME OF THE CORH:'rEIANS HERE I N  TROUBLE OVER 

A l'AILURE TO U1mF:RSTAND PROPEHLY THE TRUTHS OF THE HORD OF GOD 

C ONCERNING THE HOLY SPIRIT . AND THFJtE ARE HUNDREDS UPON HUN'" 

DHEDS CF ClmIS'1'IANS I N  A11EHICA TODAY l.JHO ARE OFF ON THE HRONG 

TRACK CONCERNING THIS VI TALLY IHPORTANT DOCTRINE . 

Hhat. are t.he pj tfaJJ s? There are t.t�o : emot.i onali sm and 
fanati c i s m .  The moment you begi n to talk to some Chrj "t.ians 
about the Holy S pi rit they begi n t.o talk about some great 
feeli ng they have had, or some r,reat experience they have 
had . It mj ght. have heen a dream , or a vis i on, or t.hey will 
t.ell you t.hat. t.hey have s een God , or they have spoken in 
t.ongues ,  or t.hey have performed mi racles--and the longer you 
I j  st.en t.o t.hem t.he more you begin to reaUze that. somet.hing 
very essent.i.a.l is  missi.ng. THEIR EHOTIOIIALISH HAS GOTTEN 

THE!>! AHAY FRON THE HORD OF GOD . 

Ill. A pastor was speaking Hi th a young lady who claimed to 
be able to speak in tongues .  He was trying to show her 
from the Hord of God that her experience was not con
sistent Hith the Hord. F i nally, she responded in this 
way . She saj d ,  "Before I had the experience , you might 
have convinced me that I Has Hrong , but now you could 
noi; prove it even though you sh oHed ii; to me j n  the 
Bjble .  

11m, can I keep from the extremes that some people have gone to 
and yet. not avoi.d the teaching of S cripture concernj. ng the 
Holy Spi rit? 

Noti ce what Paul says--not, I trj ed to Hi tness j n the pO'der of 
the Spi r it ,  nor , I hope I ,!itnessed in the pOHer of the 
S p i r i t. ,  but. "my speech and my preaching" "Jere ( l it . ) 1.n the 
powerful demonstrat j on of t.he Spi r j t .  

HOH could b e  say this? Because some fjve years after h e  had 
fi rst gone to Corj nth wit.h the Gospe l ,  there Has a Church 
there made up of people whose profess j on of fait.h had stood 
the test of ti me . The test of any effort to Hj n people to 
Chri st j s  not. that t.hey have made a deci s i on ; it. iE t.hat s j x  
"lonths ,  or a year , or fj ve years later they are still go1.ng 
on wi th God . Paul had seen God , the Holy S pirit, do a work , 
a mighty work j n  C orinth, and t.he church j tself Has proof of 
that statement . Now the point I am after is this : ON HHAT 

BAns DID PAUL GO TO CORINTH SO THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT COULD USE 

HIH THE HAY HE DID, The ans'ler is right here ! 
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F irst of all , 

I. THERE WERE THREE SPECIFIC THINGS WHICH PAUL DELIBERATELY 
AVOIDED IN HIS I1INISTRY (vv . 1 ,  4 ) . 

A .  Paul did not g o  t o  them as � orator . 
ren , when I came to you, came not with 
speech" (v .  1) . 

"And I, breth
excellency of 

An orator is incli ned to depend upon how he speaks as 
the way he expects to convince hi s hearers . He is 
more concerned about method, about effect , than he is 
about content . 

110ses was bothered with this . Cf .  Ex. 4 : 10, "And 
Noses said unto the Lord, 0 my Lord, I am not eloquent , 
neither heretofore ,  nor si nce thou hast spoken unto 
thy servant ; but I am slow of speech , and of a slow 
tongue ."  

You see Hoses 'TaS doing ;,hat most of us do;  he  Has 
looking at his abHHy to persuade , and he knew he did 
not have it . 

It is true that some people are swayed by this . A 
man can preach error "i th such pmlers of oratory that 
people Hill believe him, or a man can preach the Gospel 
with great eloquence and pecple wi ll be swayed--but 
this does not mean it is the power of God ! 

B .  Paul did not go to them as a philosopher . "And I ,  
brethren, when I came to you, came nml with excell�'mcy 
of • Hi sdom" (v .  1 ) .  

Paul did not try to meet the intellectual on his own 
ground, nor did he try to impress the C orinthians that 
he was capable of holding his own with their greatest 
scholars . He did not go to C orinth to be recognized 
as another Hi se man. 

I be]j eve there is a segment of evangelical Christians 
today who are on shaky ground because they are tryi ng 
to match the 'IOrld in its wi sdom, and I beUeve that 
hi story wi 11 teach us that when men have tri ed for 
some time to do this that gradually they get away from 
the Gospel altogether. 

The Cori nthi ans would have ] oved eHher of these tHO 
approaches , but Paul was very careful to avoid both 
of them. 

But there i s  one more . 
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C .  Paul. djd not ,, 0  to them as .5! debater . "And my speech 

and my preachinf( ;ras not ;rj th enM dng words of man ' s  
wisdom . 1I c r .  v .  4._ 

Listen to t.he88 ,lOrds from Char] es Hodge who for 5h 
years lectured on the PauEne Epj stle� at Princeton 
Seminary

'
. He says : 

"It mj ght have been easy for him to argue the 
C orj nthj ans j nto a convict j on of the truth of 
the Gospel , by appealj ng to its suped ority to hea
thenj"sm and to the evidence of jts djvine od gin 
afforded by prophecy and mjracles . He might have 
exhibj ted the folly of idolatry, and the absurdity 
of pagan rites and ceremonies,  and convinced them 
of the historj cal truth of Christianity. The 
conviction thus produced ;rould be ratj"onal and 
important ; but it ;rould not be saving faith. 
Faith founded on such evidence is merely specula
tive . The true foundation of faith, or rather ,  
the foundation of true" faith, is the power of God" 
(1 C or . ,  p .  32) . 

We can be so intent on proving the other person wrong , 
or 'dinning an argument , that ;re lose s ight of the 
real issues in salvation . Cf . John 16 : 7-11 . 

Hany do not ;ritness because they feel that they do not 
have the answers . Of course ;re need to be able to 
ans;rer honest questions , but you can prove another 
person to be absolutely ;rrong , but not 1ead him to 
Christ. You can even make hjm agree that you are 
ri "ht , but tM s does not mean t.hat he i s  a Chrj stian . 

Paul was not a debater; he was a wjtness . 

Now ;re have spoken of that which Paul avoi ded . It. i s  time for 
us to ask , HHAT DID HE DO? 

I I . IF HE WAS TO SEE THE POWERFUL DEl10NSTRATION OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT, THERE HERE TIVO THINGS WHICH WEHE ABSOLUTELY ESSEN
TIAL . 

A .  An attitude of complete dependence . "And I was with 
you in weaknes s ,  and in fear , and in much trembling" 
(v . 3) . 

Does this not describe your f eelings as you think of 
approachi ng others with the message of salvation? 
Who of us has not been ovenlhelmed with the awesome 
task of reaching another person for Christ? PAUL 
NEVER GOT .QVER THIS FEELING. 
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Have you ever s een these advertisements in our 
Christian magazines , "Soul Winning Made Easy" ? There 
is no Ruch thing. It is neVer easy to win men to 
Christ. It i s  impossible if it is up to you and to me . 
Only the Holy Spirit can bring men to Christ ,  and it 
is fatal to evangeli.sm when I come to the place where 
I feel that I have a method t.hat is the answer . Paul 
wit.h all of his experience and wi.th all of his know
ledge of the truth apparently never approached another 
individual or a crm/d except. with a feeling of 
personal inadequacy concerning the job to be done ! 

Thi s is crucial . But. there is another poi nt . 

B .  An atti.tude of great determi nation , of great purpose . "  
"For I determined not to know anything among you , 
save Jesus Christ , and him crudfied" (v . 2) . 

He said that he came " declaring unt.o you the testimony 
of God."  

Paul is not saying that he  "las not i nterested in 
gaining knowledge . He IS sayi ng that he did not come 
to impress them with hi s wisdom, or his  speaking 
abHity, or his debati ng skill'l HE SH1PLY HAD COME TO 
TELL THEM JIBeUT JESUS CHRIST, AND ,/HAT JESUS CHRIST 
HAD DONE FOR THEM. 

Paul was not a witness for a religion; he was a witness 
of a Person--one who Has living and loving and ready 
to take away the sins of men who would accept Him as 
their Saviour . 

Cf .  Phil. 3 :10 . 

"Jesus Christ"--the Person; "him crucified"--His workl 
How simple , and yet. how inexhaust.ible ! 

Concl : This is all it takes:  a chi1d of God who will be 
simple enough to depend upon the Spiri t of God and just 

t.ell people what. he kno"/s about Jesus Chri st and Hi s death on 
the Cros s .  

Dear people of God, have we got.ten to the place wh ere we are 
just. trying to get people to believe like He do, or are He so 
devoted to our blessed Lord that we just have to talk to others 
about Him? 

This is what t.he Holy Spi rit wiJ l  bl ess . This is why the 
Apostle Paul saw such a tremendous work done in Cod nth . He 
wanted to reach the Corint.hians , but he took his orderE from 
God. May "Ie have t.he wisdom to do the same ! 



THE WISDOM WHICH PAUL PREACHED 
1 C or .  2 :6-10 

Intro:  From v .  17 of chapter 1 to  our text this morni ng 
wisdom has taken a beating at the hand of the Apostle 

Paul . It would be easy to mi sunderstand him. 

In  1 : 17 he declares that he "as sent to "preach the gospel" 
but "not wi th the wisdom of 'lOrds . "  In 1 : 19 he quotes from 
Isa.  29 : 1/,. to the effect that God had said ,  "I wi D destroy 
the wi adom of the wise , and wi 11 bri ng to nothing the under
standi ng of the prudent . "  I n  1 : 2 0  after thrmling out some 
challenves he says , " Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of 
thi s  world?" In 1 : 21 he conti nues his tirade by saying that 
" the "orld by wisdom knew not God . "  It  seems that i nsult is  
added to  i njury in 1 :27 when he says that "God hath chosen the 
fooli sh things of the world to confound the wise . "  

I n  2 : 1 he seems to begin again when h e  states that he " came not 
wi th exceJ lency of speech or of wisdom, "  and then adds in v .  
4 that his " speech and (hi s )  preachi ng was not wHh enti cing 
words of man ' s  wi sdom . "  

But what i s  worst of all i s  2 : 2 ,  "For I determined not t o  know 
anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him cruc i fi ed .  

And remember--ALL OF THIS WAS WRITTEN TO A CHURCH I N  A CITY 
WHERE WISDOI1 WAS THE MAIN THING THEY WERE INTERESTED IN. 

Reading all of this there are s everal things we might say. 
( 1 )  We might immediately feel that Paul is singing the praises 
of stupidity, that the less you know, the better Chri.stian you 
could be . Or , ( 2 )  we might feel that Paul had not respect for 
the feelings of others , and that he deliberately tried to 
offend people feeUng that there was some spedal virtue i n  
this . Readi ng Paul ' s  epi stles we must disregard both of these 
impressions . 

Hhat then was he trying to prove? What Has he tryi ng to get 
across to the Corinthian church? 

Vie come to the anSHer in 2 :1'- when suddenly we read, "Howbeit 
(the Gk . ,  but ) we speak Hisdom among them that are perfect . "  
I f  anyone happened t o  b e  reading this epi stle for the fj  rst 
t.ime ,  surely h i s  eyes Houl d become ri veted ·to the page Hhen he 
he came across these words . He DOFS speak wi sdom! But in 
the following verse he calls it ,  " the wi sdom of God . "  Vlhat 
i s  he trying to teJ l us? Let us see . 

I .  THERE ARE TIVO KINDS OF IUSDOI1. 

'rhere is " the l1i sdom of God" and " the Hisdom of this world , "  
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or , t o  be more accurate , the wj sdom of this age . 

The wisdom of this age is an expressj on which sums up "all 
that floating mass of thoughts , opinions , maxims , specula
tions , hopes , impulses , ajms, aspi.rations , at any time 
current in the world, which it may be impossible to seize 
and accurately define , but which constitute a most real 
and effective power, being the moral , or immoral , atmos
phere which at every moment of our live we inhale , and 
again j nevitably to exhale • the subtle j nforming 
spirit of the • • •  I.forld of men who are living alj enated 
and apart from God" (Trench, pp, 217, 218) . 

S o  it actually points to the ideas , the standards , the 
philosophies of men I.fhj ch makes them 'That they are and 
causes them to seek the things I.fhich they are after . 

And note : It " comes to nought,"  L e . ,  i t  fjnally spends 
i tself and proves t.hat there i s  nothj ng to it . A11 the 
hopes which it inspired are empty hopes whi ch wnl lead 
men only to despair . 

14hat a pj cture of l i fe in  thi. s world! IF AU. HE HAVE IS 
THE PHILOSOPHIES , THE DREAHS , THE ASPIRATIONS OF l1EN
THEN HE HAVE NOTHING . 

Paul j s  not. despisjng t.he attainment. of human wisdom, but. 
he j s  saying that all of the wisdom of man cannot fi nd 
God , cannot solve the real problems concerning evil,  and 
death, and ]jfe after death, and God! 

R emember 1 : 2 1--"the world by wisdom knew not God."  He can 
only f ind God through 

I I .  THE WISDOl'! OF GOD . Let us examine carefu11y I.fhat Paul has 
to say about it . 

A .  Hhat it is . 

It is a I.fisdom which comes from God. It is called in 
2 : 1 ,  "the testjmony of God . "  I n  1 : 17 Paul calls it 
"the gospel" which had to do wi th "t.he cross of Christ." 
In 1 : 23 he writes , "But we preach Christ. crucified . "  

Paul is trying t.o tell us that Jesus Christ , His coming 
int.o the earth , and His deat.h on t.he cross have the 
answer that men are s eeking so frant.ically by all of 
their philosophj c speculat.ions . Christ is t.he answer 
for t.he evi l i n  t.he world . Christ. is the answer to 
death . Christ. is the answer to IHe after deat.h. 
Chri st is t.he way to God . 
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The ,IOrld listens and says , Nonsense !  ]'lhy is this so? 
Th i s  leads to my next poi nt . 

B .  Men are absolutely incapable of understandi ng " the 
wisdom of God . "  

Read 2 :h ,  8 .  

Who are " the princes of this age" ? They are ''those who 
i n  the present age . • •  by nobi lity of birth, learning 
and wisdom, power and authority, wield the greatest 
influence , ,rhether among Jews or Genti les" (Thayer , 
p .  79 ) .  

They are the men described by Paul in 1 : 27, 28, " the 
wise • the • • • mighty • • • things that are . "  

If the Jews and the Romans had understood Jesus Chr is t ,  
they would have had nothing t o  do with His death on 
the Cros s .  This is why Jesus said, "Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do" (Luke 23 : 34 ) . 

Now read also 2 : 9 .  This is not a verse which has to 
do with a Chrj sti an ' s  understanding of heaven; this has 
to do � anybody's  understanding of salvation . You 
may take all of the avenues of human knowledge and 
through these a man will never come to understand God 
and the purposes of God. A Ph .  D .  from any great uni
versity is just as helpl ess as the most pri mitive 
native that you can find any place i n  the world . 

C f . 2 : 14 . •  Man i n  his own 'risdom is i ncapable of know
ing the things of God, and does not want to know them! 

Therefore , young people , when you go i nto the class
room and your professor starts to belittle the Bible 
and to humani ze Jesus Chri st , remember that he i s  only 
di splayi ng h i s  ignorance of " the wisdom of God . "  

But , you say , i f  you have heen following me , I f  men cannot 
understand the wi sdom of God, how wi ll they ever come to 
know it? How did we ever come to understand the Gospel? 
Note : 

. 

C .  We come to understand "the wisdom of God" Qy revelation. 

Never read 2 :9 Hithout also reading 2 : 101 (,hat God 
revealed to the men who wrote the S criptures must also 
be revealed to the .!!!.!ill who read the Scrj.ptures ! 

Who does the revealing? The Holy Spi ri t  doesl  What an 
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amazing thing this i s ,  when for the first time we begin 
to understand who Jesus Christ is , why He came , and 
why we need Him as our Savi our . 

Our Lord Jesus told His disciples just before he went 
out to be taken by the Roman soldiers , " Howbeit when 
he , the Spirit of truth , i s  come , he will gui de you 
into all truth • • . "  (John 16 : 13 ) • 

Bllt let me add one other 1.ford. 

D .  "The 1.fi sdom of God" wHl Jet me j n on the purposes of 
God i n  salvati on .  

Did you notice what the Lord i s  called in 2 : 8--"the 
Lord of glory" ? 

Read also 2 : 7--"which God ordained b efore the world 
unto our gl.ory. "  

Rom. 3 : 23 says that " all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God . "  

What i s  the purpose of God i n  salvation? As Dr . L . S .  
Chafer used to say, "God is so deli ghted with His Son 
that He is going to fill heaven with people who are 
just like His S on is ! "  "Be} oved, now are we • • •  
( 1  In . 3 : 2 ) . 

Conc l :  Now do you s e e  why Paul. did not phHosophize? D o  you 
see 1,hy he did not preach the wisdom of this age , the 

wisdom of men? Because as far as the things of God are con
cerned, men in their highest fli ghts of wisdom are like blind 
men groping i n  the d ark. The Holy Spirit opens the eyes of 
men as the Gospel. is bei ng preached . And i.t is only through 
faith i n  Chri ct ;rho died for our s ins that He will ever be 
made to us all that ;re need--RJGHTECUSNESS ,  SANCTIFICATION, 
REDEl>1PTION. 
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UNDEHSTANDIlJG THE THINGS OF GOD 

1 Cor. 2 : 11-16 

Intro : Chapter 2 is very clearly a chapter which deals with 
the mi ni stry of the Holy Spj ri t .  In 1 Corinthj ans 

there are three such chapters : 2 ,  12 , and 11, . There are 
several scattered references to the Holy Spi.rit in dHferent 
sections of this epi stle , but the emphasis i§. in these three 
chapters . The emphasis begins i n  ch . 2 because the Holy Spirit 
is not mentioned in chapter 1 ,  whereas all of chapter 2 is 
devoted to this one subject. 

The problem whj ch Paul is concerned with at tM s poi nt jn the 
epi stle i s  the "divj s i ons" mentioned in 1 : 10. He mentions 
them again in 3.: 3 .  Evjdently the major issue in those divi 
si ons had to do with the mj nistry of the Holy Spj rit--which 
i nei dently j s one of t.he maj or causes for divi si on j n the 
Church today! 

The partj cular pojnt of dHfj culty over the ministry of the 
Holy Spi rit had to do with how it j s possj ble for 1l!.illl to 
understand the thinf's of God. 

The Corinthians who were not Chri stians declared that it was 
through human wisdom, through phUosophy, through ",hat Paul 
calls " the wisdom of this world" ( 1 : 20; 2 : 6 ) . To them, human 
reason ,ras capable of attainj.ng any kj nd of knowledge , but this 
is where they � ",rong . 

But the Corinthians were Christians were equally 'lrong. They 
saj d ,  "If you ",ant to knml the things of God, then you had 
better listen to Pau1. "  Others said , " No, you need Apollos . "  
Still others said, " No ,  yephas (Peter ) i s  the one who can lead 
you into an understandi.ng of the thj ngs of God . "  And then 
there were others who apparently were concerned only with the 
words of Christ . C f .  1 : 12 ;  3 : 1,  . •  

Thj s  i s  why they were dj vided . >That i s  the real answer? Paul 
is seeking to tell us . 

j'jPllt sf g] ] ,  Jot lU? e]imjpcte ope ubo' o spgmot± of the bETan 
P c " IS lj ]  l O t:, 1 2 1 ' .  
�p Ie b cis os Paul L£321I =5 " th  !i t a l 1 " ?  

He must keep in mind the fact that Paul is talking about a 
message which he describes as " the gocpel" in 1 : 17 "hieh had 
to do wi th " the cross of Christ, "  tithe testjmolOY of God" in 
2 : 1 ,  and " t.he .Ti sdom of God" j n  2 : 7 .  These " thin"s" Paul 
refers to j n  2 : 9 ,  la, 11 , 12 , 13 ,  1,1" and 1 5 .  And i.n v .  10 
Paul says that they a.re "revealed • • •  UlOtO us by hjs  Spirit . "  
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He :i.s speaking of those th:i ngs ;lhich he :i s  wd ting about . 
Paul is claiming divine :insphat:i on for his writing. The 
great majori.t.y of C orinthians (those who were not Chd stians ) 
rejected Paul ' s  message as "foolishness . "  Those who were 
Christi ans were divided over the " things of God ."  

I f  Paul were ever in  a posj tion to  exalt hjmself, he has that 
opportunity here . He claims that his message has been reveal
ed God. Is he not then in the best posi.t.ion to explain what 
the Holy Spirit meant by the truth that ;las given to him? 

Paul ' s  answer is very clear. 

I .  NO HAN KNOWS "THE THINGS OF GOD" ; IT IS THE HOLY SPIHIT 
�lHO KNOWS THEH ( 1  Cor .  2 : 11) . 

He draws an analogy from human life . A person mao' say 
something, and then we say to him, "v!hat do you mean by 
that?" Or , we are with someone who baffles us , and we 
say, "You know--I just don ' t  know what is going on inside 
of him ."  

You and I never know the things tbat are going on inside 
of another person. No one knows that is going on inside 
of us . vie may have fears or ambitions or problems of 
one kind or another "hich we have never told to anyone . 

We may behave in very strange ways--that is , s trange to 
other people--because they do hot ':know what is going on 
j n  us . 

I am not saying that this is all wrong, hut I am saying 
what Paul says--if you take any man , no man knows the 
things of that man except that man h:imself.  He may not 
understand all he knows , but he knQ1.1S more about himself 
tr,an anyone else does . 

Now for the analogy • 

\-rho thinks that he is capahle of knowing the mjnd of Q£g ,  
.£r t o  explain God ' s  thouohts if he cou1d know them? 

Peter tells us :i n  1 Peter 1 : 10, 11 that not even the Old 
Testament prophets who wrote the books of the Old Testa
ment were ab1e to undBrstand all that they wrote, nor 
could the angels understand :it ! Instead, he explains in 
2 Pet. 1 : 21 that "holy men of God spake as they Here moved 
by the Holy Spj ri t . "  

So ,  just as man ' s  spj rit i s  that only source of informa
tion concerning the things of man , " the Spirit of God" :i s  
the only One who knoHs the things of God ! 



Head 1 Cor. 2 : 9 ,  10 agaJ n. 

1 Cor . ;; : 11-16 (3) 

Now we are ready for the second point. It is this: 

II. "WE HAVE HECEIVE D . • •  THE SPIRIT WHICH IS OF GOD" (1 Cor. 
2 : 12') . 

Did you get that? (Head jt again. ) 
Let me say somethjng 1>lhich I believe very strong about the 
Corjnthian Church. I BELIEVE 1'HAT THEY WERE TEPJUBLY CON
FUSE D OF THIS VERY VITAL POINT OF BIBLICAL TEACHING. 
Notice "hat Paul says in 3 : 11) ,  and again in 1) : 19 .  

Cf. Rom. 8 : 9 .  It i s  j mpossible for any person to be a 
child of God through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and not 
have the Holy Spirit ind"lellinr; him permanently. Cf. 
John lIe : 16 .  

IF ANY GROUP OF CHRISTIANS COULD POS2 ill LY HAVE LOST THE 
INDW,LLING HOLY SPIRIT, IT WOULD HAVE MEN Tm, CORINTHIAN 
CHURCH BE CAUSE OF ALL OF THE SINS THEY HEHE GUILTY OF. 
But Panl does not tell them to seek t.he return of the 
Spirit, or to pray for Him to come i nto them for the first 
time. HE TE LLS THEM TlffiY HAVE, "ith all of their problems, 
THE HOLY SPIRIT DWE LLING IN THEM. 

Ill. Teasi ng my youngest brother when we were chHdren-
calling him when he ',las already t.here--ljke believers 
who pray for the Holy Spirit. 

Do not let anyone ever get you jnto a prayer meeting where 
they are praying for you (quote ) "to get. the Holy Spirit. " 
You have Him in you if you � Christ ' s! 

Hhat does this have to do with understanding the things of God? 
Note t.he reason stat.ed here for His presence in you and in me. 

III . THE HOLY SPIRIT IN DWE LLS EVERY BELIEVER " that we might 
kno" the things that are freely F;iven t.o us of Godll (2 : 12 )  
--"the things "hich God hath prepared for t.hem that love 
Him" (2 : 9 ) , L e . ,  that "hich js revealed jn the Hord. 

Cf. John Ih : 13 ,  " Ho"beit "hen he, the Spj rjt of truth, is 
come, hie \oIDl p,Uj de you int.o a11 t.ruth . "  

Here j s  our answer. 

If !'len are to underst.and " t.he thjngs of God" then jt "j]] 
;,ave t.o be t.hrough the Spjrit. of God. This is "hy a 
percon who receives t.he Lord Jecup Christ. as S avjour \oIjll 



1 Cor .  2:11-1(, ( d  
not onl y have an overwhplming desire t.o read the \·Iord of 
God, but will also sh Ol; amazinr, "rowth i n under�tandl.ng 
t.he Hord of God . 

And t.his is .iust t.he reason t.hat unsaved people do not 
enjoy the B ible , nor read i t ,  nor understand it. Look at 
2 : 11, . 

Who is "the natural man" ? Jude tells us i n  Jude 19, "These 
be they who separate themselves , sensual (natural) ,  having 
not t.he Spi rit.. 

The natural man is not a Chri stian and so  he does not have 
the Holy Spirit in him. Therefore , he rejects the Word 
of God (llreceiveth not." ) ,  " neither can he know" it,  
because this is impossible without the Holy Spirit. 

Concl : There is much more that could be said about this 
wonderful passage , but let. me conclude with this 

question: 
Does this leave any room for the teacher of the Word to be 

a Paul , or an Apollos , or a Cephas ? Certainly. See 2 : 13 .  
But just as long as the teacher confines his teaching to what 
the Holy Spirit has said, I. e . ,  to the Word of God, reali zj ng 
that h i s  teaching will only be understood as the Holy S pi rit 
uses M.m to impart the truth . 

How ,ronderful to kr-ow this truth , and how wonderful also to 
experience the Spjri t ' s  teaching whether through our own 
readj np and study, or through some one else that the Spi rit 
of God may use .  When we "ive the Holy Spi ri.t His place , then 
we Hi D not he j nclined to exalt men 1 ike they Here exalted 
in Corint.h , and t.hen tr,e possibjJity of cl i vi oj On i s greatly 
decreased! 



EVIDENCES OF C1Ul.NllLITY 
1 Cor . 3 :1-7 

Intro : In this B ection oflCori ntl·'ians it i s  very important 
that ',Ie understand the terms which the Apostle Paul i s  

usj ng .  

I n  2 :6 he spoke of those who are " perfect."  
In 2 : 11.. he mentioned " t.he natural man . "  
I n  2 : 1 5  ',Ie have another term, "he that i s  spi rHua]. " 

Then i n  3 : 1  he cont.rastB the "sp:id tual" per Bon lIith one he 
calls " carnal . 1I 
And fi nally, in 3 : 1 ,  ',Ie have anot!cer express i on ,  "babes :in 
Chri st . "  

Let UB take " the natural man" fi rst.  Those of  you who lIere 
here last S,mday may remember that I menti oned that Jude usee 
thi s same word i n  Jude 1 9 ,  the same ,lOrd i n  the ori pi nal 
Gneek (�>J)(.IK. � S ) '  but o·ur translators have render�d i t ,  
sensual . Ho" ever , after the word " sensua] " Jude has expJained 
what he means by sensual, or natural . The natural man i s  one 
",bo has "not the Spi rit . "  This can mean only one thi ng .  It 
means that he i s  not a child of God because the NT makes i t  
very clear that every true Christian has the Holy Spi.rit living 
in him, and that nothing can cause the Holy Spi rit to leave . 

S o ,  if a 
Spi ri t .  
i n  mind. 

man does not have the Spi.ri t ,  he has never had the 
lIe i s  not a chHd of God . Read 1 Cor .  2 :  IL,. with that 

Now let us look at the other s ide for a moment . 

What happens to a person IIhen Ql faith he receives the Lord 
�Tesus Christ !!§ his S a.vj our? 

(1) !Ie i s  "horn of God ,"  that i s ,  he receives ete:rnal l ife 
and he comes into the family of God as a babe . 

(2) He hecomes II spi:rj tual . "  Paul seems to be contrasting 
lithe natural man II of 2 : 1L "i th al l IIho are no longer i n  
that catec;ory hecause they are nOlI saved. As Paul uses 
the lIa:rd here he means that g Ch:ri sti an i s  spi ri tua.l 
because he j s i ndlIel t Ql the Holy Spi ri t .  

Before you ohject to "hat I am saying, hear me through 
to the end. 

( 3 )  ,!hen a person :receives Chri st, he also becomes " perfect . "  
I di d not 8&y he hecomes s j nl ersl y perfect , I said that 
he becomes " perfect . "  Our problem here is that I<e do not 



1 i"'; o r .  ;' : J -7 (2 ) 
lmO;T "'hat these Bibl ' cal terms mean. 

Ho" can I say that all Cbri Fti ans are no" " perfect .. " ?  
Read 1 Cor .  2 :10-12 and you "HI see that Paul uses this 
of all believers . 

But here i s  th", ans"er : Tbe "ord " perfect" speaks of 
the attaJ nment of § O"oal, the fulfi llment of § purpose , 
of �iving at § desti nation.  

Paul says i n  Phi 1. 3 :  1 5 ,  L�t us therefore , as !'1any as 
be perfect , be thus minded . "  He had made i t  clear in 
the preceding verse that he·  Has pressing on toward a 
goal , and he could claim perfection already because 
there Has no uncertaj nty about hi s reachi.ng the goal . 
In fact, in God ' s  sight, he was already there . 

Listen to 10 : 1/+ .  "For by one offering be (Chri st ) hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified . "  

This is a term i n  ;rhich I must disti nguish betl-1een my 
standing before God (perfect) as compared ;rith my present 
condition in my daily life . 

But I must also say this : 

(4)  Hben a· person becomes a Chri st j an ,  he does not become 
" carnal , "  but he L§!Jl!ins carna1 ! Hby? Because hp 
still possesses that old carnal , fJeshly nature ;rhich 
is never saved and al;rays opposes God and the things of 
God . 

Note ;rhat Paul Fays j n  Rom . 7 :l/, . " NO,T ,Te kno" that 
• • •  I am carnal , sold under s j n . "  
Paul i s  not desoribjng M s  experi ence ,  or hi s spiri tual 
cOl'djt,j on at the tjme . He is simply sayi ne; that you 
can be sp:i ritual and carna.I at t.he same t,ime : sp:i r:i tuak 
becauP8 you are ind,.elt by the Holy Spir it ;  carnal, 
because you still have a s i n  nat.ure i n  you. 

No;r havin� said al l of that ;rhi ch applies to every beHever , I 
must. recognize that these terms aT'e also used to speak of 
practical experi ence . 

Please turn to Phil . 3 ;rhere Paul speaks about being perfect . 
A moment ago I told you that Paul claimed to be perfect . 
That is in v.  15 .  NOW LOOK AT V .  12 ! " not as t.hough I had 
already attai.ned , either � already perfect" ! 

He ;ras perfect, and yet he ;ras not. perfect ! �lliat kind of talk 
is this"l This i s  ;rhat he means . His ultimate perfecti on ,ms 
s o  guaranteed by God that he could claim it nOH, but in exper
ience he could not ! 

No;r look at our text for the morning, and noti ce Paul ' s  ;Jords 
carefully. 



] C or .  3 : J.-7 ( 3 ) 
Paul could not speak to them as practically spjritual , that is , 
as beli evers who '1Are exerci sing real dependence upon the 
Holy Spirit, who were bei ng taught by the Spirj t ,  but he must 
write to them as belj evers who were li ving under the dominion 
of the nesh--just. like t.hey were when they first. came to 
Chri st. . THEY HAD NOT GROWN AT ALL ! 

\<Ihat. a t.ragedy, and yet t.his i s  t.he cr.ief problem with the 
people of God i n  every age ! 

Inst.ead of havjng been t.aught. by t.he Spirit. and inst.ead of 
livi ng in dependence upon the S pirit. , they were " carnal , "  
I jvi ng like people ,rho <l i<l  not. know t.he Lord . Cf .  1 Cor . 
2 : 3b .  

We all are spiri t.ual because we have t.he Spirit indwel ling us , 
that i s ,  those of us who know the Lord, but we need to be 
spiritual j n  our daHy lives . The only other alternatj ve i s  
carnality! 

vlhat are the sj gns , the evidences of a carnal Christian? 
LM.K 01'-

1 .  IT IS TO BE SEEN, FIRST OF ALL, IN  A CHRISTIAN'S A UND,ERSTAND' 
ING OF THE WORD OF GOD . Cf.  1 Cor. 3 : 1 ,  2 .  

There i s  nothing wrong with being a babe in Christ.,  that. 
i s ,  one ,rho has just come to Christ. But. it. is t.ragic 
;rhen one remains a baby. C f .  1 Pet: 2 : 2 ,  3 ;  Eph . /, : 14 ;  
Heb. 5 :12 , 13 . 

A carnal Christian can only feed on "the sincere milk of 
the vlord," and he may not even ;rant that . 

What i s  t.he difference bet;reen " t.he meat" and "milk" ? 
Is  it salvation as compared with prophecy? I s  it 1 Thessa
loni ans as compared wjth Romans? Do we have one set. of 
truths for one group of Cbrist.ians , and another set of 
t.ruths for another group? THERE IS CERTAH!LY NOTHING OF 
THIS EVIDl':N']' IN THE SCnIPT1JPF..8 ! A babe i n  Chrjd needs 
t.o knot; aJl about t.he trut.h that he can . "Every t.hing 
wri ch God ras revealed is  to be taught to every one just. 
so fast and so far as he has the capad ty to receive it" 
(Hodge , p .  49) . The difference is in the understanding . 
A babe can be taught the trut.hs of salvati on , or of the 
incarnati on, or about the Holy Spi ri t ,  but as he gro,rs hi s 
understanding of them deepens , and his delight in them \>Till 
increase . Paul sai d,  "Brethren, be not ch i ldren i�n under
standing • . •  hut in understanding be men" ( 1  Cor .  14 :20) . 

Paul felt very definite limitations in his o;rn minist.ry t.o 
the Corinthians , and this was due to their carnality. 



1 Cor .  3 : 1-7 (1,) 
I I .  I T  IS TO DE SEEN IN THE \�AY A CHRISTIAN LIVES . Cf .  1 Cor .  

3 :.3 .  

Thi s may 
be all 
under-
cover. 

Thi � i s  
openly 
mard fest . 

Let us consider the words H11i ch Paul uses to describe the 
character of thei r lives . 1-i' � e..c � \ e. a.(e.. "",1' I e ....... V'li"'�--t1-.e.. 
\") o ( ll ,  ',t- i s  """� ....... �i .. ,'Y\\ -I''''M �' ''' \i.J� .. ..  -t .. ....... "e&\. � .  
A .  ''Envying'' - 7.,';'>-'0) . He get our English word zeal from 

this Greek Hord. It starts out Hith ambit ion in a 
good sense,  then it turns to competition, and then i t  
seeks to belittle or to destroy any good that it mi ght 
see in the lives or actions of others , ,jealousy. 

B .  

And all of t.h i  s can be employed while one i s  actually 
tryi ng to serve t.he Lord . It leaves no room for the 
ministry of the Holy Spi ri t .  Everything depends on 
act.ion . The goal i s  t.he main t.hi�ng; how you get. t.o t.he 
goal is of lit.t.le consequence . 

,/ 
"St.rife" - � I;'  ' S . Paul uses th i �  word i n  1 Cor . 1 : 11 
where i t  i s  t.ransl ated , " content.i ons . "  It speaks of 
beli evers being enemies of each ot.her . 

In 1 Tim. (, : L, Paul uses it as arisi ng out of doctrinal 
dIsput.es . HOI, oft.en among carnal Chd stians the �lord 
of God becomes t.he basis of bitter hatred . 

�;uch acti ons completely i gnores one of the last words 
of our Lord to Hi s di sci ples : John 13 : 3/" 35 ;  also 
the Lord ' s  prayer , John 17:23 . "The fruit of the 
Sp:i ri t  is l ove" (Gal. 5 : 22a) . 

C .  "Divisi ons" - b , )(Od"'T"'''-'-{ 0.. , .  Hhile this Hord is not 
in the hest HSS , the idea certainly is contained in the 
other Hords . It means to stand apart .  Factions 
develop in the church . Some leave . A neH church may 
be formed . 

Hm., dj fferent the at,tj tude of Abraham in Gen . 13 :8 ,  9 .  

D .  "Walk as m�n , "  that i s ,  a.s men Halk Hho do not kno1ol t.he 
Lord. 

HOH many ideas do you � i�n the church today and i n  
various Christian organizations Hhich had � origin 
in the Horld, not i n  t.he Hard of God? I speak of Hays 
of promot.i nl': a Hork , ,mys of tra.ini ng, Hays of rai sing 
money, ways of winning conv�rts . A carnal Chrj etian 
Hi ll  not. care "here the met.hods come from; he i s  
primari ly i nterest.ed i n  "results . "  

III . IT IS SEEN IN THE \-IAY NAN IS EXALTED ( 1  Cor .  3 :1,-7) . 



I C or .  ' : 1-7 ( 5 )  
If',norance of t.he Hord plus the employment of t.he ;Jays of 
man leads t.o the exaltat.ion of .!!!!ill . 

Every preacher , every Chrj �tj an leader , every Sunday S chool 
teacher , every missionary, every one who serves the Lord 
j n any ;my should have these ;Jords of vv. /,-7 so ;Jri tten 
on his heart. that he m:i e;ht never forget t.hem . Paul had 
antj. dpated this i n  1 : 29, .?1 .  

You can tAll ;Jh ere a man stands wHh the Lord by hi s 
attitude tOl,ard the prai ses ;Ihi ch may come his ;Jay. Paul 
want.ed nothing to do ;Jith i t .  He JiM nothingl God ;Jas 
the One '-Iho was using him, and God gave the increas e .  
Therefore, God deserved all of the �l 

C oncl : So  much could be said on this subject. More of our 
troubles in the church are traced to such situati ons 

as these--carnality, ignorance of' the Word, exalting man . 

\;That is  the remedy? It is to let the Holy Spirit teach us 
the \,ord of God so  that '-Ie '-Ii] 1 know hOll the Lord wants us to 
live , hOH '-Ie are to serve Hj m ,  and ;Jhat our goals should be . 
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HHA1' ABOUT REHARDS ? 
1 C or . 3 : 9-15 

Intr a :  Hhenever the sub j e ct o f  reHards comes up among Christ
ians , s omeone usually says , " I ' m  not interested in 

rewards for the tnings that I do . If I get any, I am going to 
cast them at the Lord ' s  feet . "  

They are usually thinking about the four and twenty elders i n  
Rev . I, Hho " had on thei r heads "rOlms of gold" (v .  I,) ,  and they 
" fe'] l dmm hefore h i m  that sat. on t.he t.hrone , and worsh i p  him 
that l i veth for ever and ever , and cast t.he';r crOHns before 
the throne , sayi ng, Thou art worthy, 0 Lord , t.o receive glory 
and honN

.

!r and power : for thou hast created all thj ngs I and 
for thy pleasure they are and were created" (vv. 10, 11) . 

8ueh an attj tude tmTard rewards i s  very pi ous-s oundi ng ,  but it 
i s  cl early out of harmony with t,lJe Hard of God . BCTH THE OLD 
AND �1J<�vl T38TAliENT2 HAVE A GHEAT DV,AL TO SAY ABOUT REHARDS . 

Vie Hould al l agree that the person who serves just for what he 
gets out of i t  does not really have the Hork at heart. This 
i s  what i s  wronf( with so much that is being done in the secular 
" orld today . 

I f  you have read th i s  passage carefully, you will notice that 
Paul does not ten us >!hat the rewards Q.D! ;  HE IS TELLING U8 
HHAT Iffi ].lUST DO IF WE AIlE TO REC,,;rVE A REHft .. HD FOR THE \iORK THAT 
\.JE D O ,  SERVING THE LORD ! This j s � most important poi nt . 

IF I SAY THAT I AN NOT INTERE8TED IN REHARDS , VlHAT I NAY BE 
S AYING IS THAT IT DOE8 NOT HAKE HUC H DIFFERENCE HO\, I SERVE 
THE LORD ; THE MAIN THING IS THAT I Al1 DOING SOMETHING! 

If this i s  mY feeI 1 n!! ,  1: could hardly be farther from .the truth! 
C f .  1 C or . 3 : 10, " • • •  but let every man take beed how he 
buildeth tbereupon . 

You and I >!ho knoH the Lord Jesus Christ as S aviour sbould be 
i nterested in rel"ards jf for no other tban just tbis one reason : 
IT ,1II 1 ]V[AKE US CONCERNED ABOUT \oJHAT HE truST D O  TO SERVE THE 
LORD THE HAY HE HA�lTS US TO SERVE HIH! 

Hhat does Paul telI us here about reHards ? 

He have at least f i ve pri nciples Hh i ch every chi ld of r,od 
should be vi talIy concerned about . I f  we do not. understand 
these princi pl es , we cannot help but be confused about what i t  
means t.o serve the Lord--and you only bave to look at the 
Church , at preachers , at. mi ssi onari es to know t.hat c onfud on 
i s  everYVlllere t,r,ese daye because we have not ,q'one to the Word 
of God to fj nd out ho>! He are supposed to s erve the Lord . 



The first pri ndple J S t,I,d s :  

I .  It i s  i n  v .  8 .  " Every man shall receive his own reward 
according to hi s own labour . "  

This was w>,ere the Cori nthians had '70tten off on the wron" 
track. They ]'lere comparing the work of Paul with the wori� 
of ApoHos and then dividing up after they had decided 
who was doing the best work . 

You find this in the Lord ' s  work today. We are making com
parisons all of the time . 

One of the parables which our Lord gave causes us a great 
deal of di fficulty because we do not understand the ]'TOrk 
of God . It is found in the first 16 verses of Matt . 20. 
A householder Hent out to h i re labourers to work in his 
vinyard. He hired SOme the f i rst tM ng i n  the morning . 
Ot>'ers Here hired at 9 o ' cl ock. He hired more at noon and 
at J p . m .  Then at 5 o ' clock h e  hired some more . 

,Ih en the day ' s  work " as done h e  amazed everyone by giving 
every person who had Horked for him that day the same 
amount : � penny ! 
The cries of outrage be�an to pour i n  from those who had 
worked most of the day, but then he remi nded tORm toat he 
had contracted to pay them one penny, and this is what he 
had done . IF H1� HAmED TO PAY THOCE �mo STAPTED AT 5 
0 '  CLOCK THE SJ\HB AHOUNT , THAT HAS HIS BUSINESS ! 

They ",ere making the mistake of comparing their time , and 
th e ir work '4i.th the t i me and Hork of others--r!ut toe 
househol d er does not re1,lard i n  t.erms of t i me spent i n  the 
vineyard . 

L:isten to 2 C or .  1 0 : 1 2 .  "For we dare not make ours elves 
of the number , or compare ollre elves wi th some that commend 
themselves : but they measuring themselves by themselves ,  
and compar i ng themselves among themselve s ,  ill:.S! not wis e . "  

Paul i n  Gal. 6 :4 s ays practically the same thIng . "But let 
every man prove h i s  own Hork , and toen shall he have re
j oicing in himself alone , and not in another . "  

God is going t o  deal with each one of us indivi dually, and 
Hhat others have done wil l not � enter i nto the dec ision 
of what .Qill: reward shall be . 

The second pri ncipl e i s :  

II . No re,mrd " ill he given for ",ork that i s  not hui J t  on the 
foundati on .  Cf . v .  1 1 .  
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He means that noth i ng can be consi dered the \·lOrk of God 
which is not bunt upon Jems Christ--His Deity, and Hj s 
"ark at the cros s !  

Paul "as not the foundati on . ApoJ 1os "as not the founda
t i o n .  Peter was not the founilatj on. Paul had laj d the 
foundati on j n  Corj ntlo by preachj ng JAfUS Chr j s t ,  "and lojm 
crucified" (1 C or .  2 : 2 ) . 

There are many today \Jho are tryj nl! to hund on the founda
tj on of Chri st ' s  teachings "lone at th e same time they wi l l  
deny that He was the eterna.l S on o f  God , and tloey "nl 
deny that !!j s death on the cross was as a sacrj fjd al 
substj tute for tl'e sins of the wlo01e world--that He must 
be accepted by every person "ho desires a ri ght relati on
ship with God . 

Corj nthj.an philosophy could never do "hat Jesus Chr j st 
could do ! 

S ometimes people call the C hurch to get us i nvolved in 
various social works . Now I am not ag[d nst doj ng anything 
that He can do to help people . I do not beli eve He should 
" ake people tI]jnk that. the government Hill support them 
for ever . Put we do need to help people . But hOH do you 
help them? ,ihere do you st8r·t? If He ask many of these 
social agend AS , ",ihat place to the preaching of the 
Gospel ? " , they "n] usually s·ay, " Oh ,  \<8 l eave teat up to 
the churches . "  

If He approa.ch human prohlems on any other foundati on but 
Ghri st , He are dee] j n� w ith symptoms--not the real j ssue ! 

Don ' t  forget this prj nci ple in serving the Lord . Al\,ays 
rememher Jesus Chr j �t ! 

The thjrd pr:i nci pIe i s : 

I II . I must Quild on the founda.tion those thi ngs HlJ i ch Hi l] 
stand the test of divine jUdgment . This i s  the mean i ng of 
the fire in v .  13 . 

" G old , r i lver , precj ous r:tones" w i ] l  ste.nd th e te�t. of f:i re; 
"vlood, �ay, etubh]e" \0611 be destroyed by f j re . 

"'hat i s  Paul talkj ng about i n  using the:3e fj gures of 
spee ch? 

Our strongest clue i s  to be found in the problem that he 
i s  dealing ,rj th here . VJl1at is it? It i s  the conflict be-
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tween human "d sdom and the Word of God ! 

Paul wants to establish in the minds of the Cod nthians 
once and for all that God works throuC'h His Word . They 
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had been born again by the Hard. They could only grml in 
grace through the I-lord. The Word j s a lamp to our feet 
and a lj r,ht to our paths . The Word is Ijving and pOHerful 
and sharper than any t.t;oedged sHard. 

Gold, silver , and precious stones suggest riches , and this 
is the Hay they are used in the S criptures . 

Cf . Psa. ] <;' : 10,  IJ , speakj,,[( of t.he I-lord, "More t.o be de
sj red are they than gold , yea. , than much fine �old : . . •  
Horeoever by them i s  thy servant Harned : and in keepinr, 
of them there is great reward . "  

C f .  Pso. 12 : 6 ,  "The Hords of U:e Lord are pure Hords : as 
sj  1 ver tTj ed in a furnace of eari�h , purj f'j ed seven timps . 1I 

51 
Cf . l�att . . 13 : 52 ,  "Jesus s" H .h unto them, Have ye under-
st.ood aJ J thpse t.hj ngs? They say unto h j m ,  Yea , Lord . 
Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe Hhieh i s  
j nftructed unto the ld nrcoorr of heaven j s ] ike unto a man 
that is an householder , Hhich hr:i ngAt,h forth out of his 
things new and old" --precl cus stonef: ! 

This i s  Hhy the \�ord of God must ahmys be at. the h eart of 
our mj ni�stry here , and must be the guj ding l j ght in each 
of our lives , day by day . 

The fourth pdnciple is : 

IV .  ReHards are not determined by immediate results Hhen 
serving the Lord , but " the day shall declare it" (v. 13 ) .  
I-Ihat day? Cf.  1 Cor .  4 : 5 ;  2 C or .  5 : 10.  It is the day 
of Jesus Chrj st,  the day of His return, Hhen He will be 
caught up to meet Him in the air . 

lIere again "Ie often have the Hrong set of values , He 
manifest our i gnorance of how God Harks . 

Sometimes the Horld must feel that He are more interested 
in stat:i stics than He are in people . vie have contrived 
about. every Hay possible to get. " deci sion,," our of people . 

Today most Chrj stiarls "Jill admi t that there is a real 
dearth of Bj ble teaching .  ,!hat they Hi ll not rp.cogni ze 
is that our j.gnorance of t,}ee B j ble has caused us to employ 
a lot of methods and aim at a lot of goals that Hill lOot 
stand the test Hhen " the day shal l declare it . "  I t  i s  
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Not just what happens th i s  morpj n� that God j s  concerned 
a)- out, but whet.her that resu]t. j s a lasting reFul t .  

Ope ot.her pri nciple ,  and we are through . 

v .  S alvat.j on and rewards must not be confused wi th each other . 
r can lose aJ J of my re;Jards ,  and sti I I  be save d .  C f .  v .  
1 5 .  

I f  you have been one who has saj a ,  " Oh ,  I am not i nterest.ed 
in revlards , II i� thj s what we you wtlnt,? Do you want to be 
" saved ; yet. $0 as by fj re . 1I 

There i s  no need fqr this . Thi s is not the ,JaY to bring 
f(l ory to God . But , you see , even at t.he r i sk of some 
people taking advanta�e of tr' i s ,  Paul does not. us e Harks 
as pres sure to make people cert.ai.n about their salvation. 

HOH delj ghtful it i s  to see the consistency of the Apostle 
Paul reo;ardl e88 of the 8ubj ect he is treating. 

C oncl : IVhat is your reaction Hhen you get. through a passage 
of S cripture l i ke thi s ?  

I t  makes me Hant to I',et into the Hord of God more and more-
to ] earn, to groH, and to kno;T that I am serving Him i n  the 
Hay He Hants me to, trm'tj.ng Him to give the increas e .  

Nay the Lord keep u s  from turnj n g  mJaY from our Lord and from 
the l,[ord to any other thing as we seek to mi ni ster to men 
on behalf of a Savj our Hhose coming i s  very, very near . 
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GOD ' S  HAND IN ALL THINGS 
1 Cor .3 : l 6 - 2 3  

I n t r a :  One o f  t h e  d i f f i cu l t  th ing s about the d i v i s ions 
wh ich h a d  d eveloped in the Corinthians church 

wa s that the s p i r i tu a l  growth and b l e s s ing of the peop l e  
had s u f f e r e d .  T h i s  becomes very c l ear i n  chapter 3 .  

The b a s i c  p r in c i p l e s  involved in s erving t h e  Lord had 
a l s o  b e c om e  c l oudy . Even the l ea d e r s  of the church 
had b e c om e  so involved in a l l  of the prob l ems that they 
had overlooked the fac t that Cht i s t  was the only founda
t i on upon wh ich the work of God in the l iv e s  o f  H i s  
p e o p l e  c ou l d  b e  f ound ed , and tha t noth ing mu s t  take the 
p l a c e  o f  the t e a c h ing and pr each ing o f  the Wor d of God . 

I t  i s  very apparent tha t when human w i s d om r e p l a c e s  the 
Wor d o f  God , then d i f f icu i t i e s  a r i s e  in many way s . Th i s  
may b e  the r e a s on tha t Paul d ea l s  with t h i s  prob l em 
f i r s t .  

Cha p t e r  3 c l o s e s  with three warnings f o l l owed b y  the 
t each ing of one of the g r ea t e s t  truths r e l a t ed to the 
l i v e s  of the p e o p l e  of G o d - -and a l l  of the s e  are con
c erned d i r ec t ly with the sovereignty of God in human 
a f f a i r s : God ' s  � in a l l  thing s [ 

The f i r s t  of th e s e  three war n i n g s
'
we con s i d e r e d  l a s t  

Sunday morning ' that i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  s erve the Lord 
in such a way that a l l  rewa r d s  are l o s t ,  even though 
the s ervant hims e l f  'i,i 1 1  be saved " s o  as by f i r e . "  
C f .  v .  1 5 .  

T h i s  morning l e t u s  look a t  t h e  other two warning s ,  and 
the conc l u s ion wh i c h  the Apo s t l e  Paul reac h e s . 

I .  God ' s  Hand In Protec t ing the Church From b e ing 
D e f i l ed ( 1  Cor . 3 : 16 , 1 7 ) .  
N o t e  the langua g e  very carefu l l y  h er e .  H e  i s  n o t  
t e a c h i n g  . them someth ing new. I n  c h a p t e r  2 he had 
r e f erred to the indwe l l ing of the H o l y  S p i r i t - - that 
every Chr i s t i an had the Holy S p i r i t  l iving in him. 

That was i n  c onnect ion with the Word of God- - tha t ,  
r egard le s s  o f  who might b e  the t eacher , the Holy 
S p i r i t  i s  the only One ,.,ho can g ive u s  a n  unders tand
ing of t h e  B i b l e .  

Now, however , h e  r e f e r s  t o  the indwe l l ing p r e s enc e 
o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  in an other .,ay .  I t  i s  th i s : The 
fact that t h e  Holy S p i r i t dwe l l s  in u s  i n d i v idua l ly 
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means that together , a s  we l l  a s  individu a l l y ,  we 
are " the temp l e  of God . " 

"Ye" ( p lura l )  "are the t empl e "  ( s ingu l a r )  " o f  God . "  

T h i s  means tha t the s ig n i f icance o f  the templ e  in 
the OT is carr i e d  over into the Church in the NT . 
The temp l e  wa s the p l a c e  God dwe l t ,  wher.e H i s  pre
s enc e was man i f e s t e d .  

There i s  a s en s e ,  then , i n  wh i c h  the l oc a l  church 
i s  the temp l e  of God--not the bu i l d ing , but the 
peo p l e .  

Whe r e  d i d  God dwe l l  i n  Corinth? I n  the church o f  
Corinth. Whe r e  d o e s  h e  dwe l l  i n  Port land? He 
dwe l l s  "herever H i s  peop l e  a r e .  
s e n s e  " the t em p l e  o f  G o d " - - a s  i s  
a s s em b l y  o f  NT b e l i ever s ! 

Bu t what about the warning? 

He are in t h i s  
every other l o c a l  

I t  i s  in v .  1 7 .  T h e  words " d e f i l e "  a n d  ' !l e s troy" 
are the same word i n  the G r e ek . It means !£ � ,  
t o  br ing � � .� s t a t e . The temp l e  o f  God i s  
t o  b e  "ho ly . "  Anyone who d e f i l e s  the church ,  who 
d i v i d e s  i t ,  who brings f a l s e  d'octrine i n t o  i t ,  who 
s e e k s  to exa l t  h im s e l f  in i t ,  is g o ing to f in d  that 
God d o e s  the same thing t o  h i m !  

N o th i ng i s  s o  d ear to G o d  o n  earth a s  H i s  peop l e .  
W e  a l l  need t o  think twi c e  b e fore w e  d e f i l e  them . 
I t  i s  w i th God that we wi l l  have to d ea l .  

I I .  God ' s  Hand on Tho s e  who T e a c h  the w i s d om o f  Man 
ra ther than the Word o f  God ( 1  Cor . 3 : 1 8 - 2 0 ) .  

Here Paul g o e s  back to some o f  the truth that h e  had 
s t a t e d  in 1 : 1 8 - 2 5 .  

"Let no man d e c e ive him s e l f . "  T h i s  i s  s ta t e d  in the 
G r e ek so as to i n d i c a t e  that some wer� d e c e i ving 
them s e l v e s ! 

Bu t the word " c r a f t i n e s s "  in v .  1 9  ind i c a t e s  tha t 
they were not d e c e iving them s e lves about their 
teaching . "hey knew tha t i t  was "va i n "  ( v .  2 0 ) .  
Archb i s hop T r ench d e f i n e s  "va i n "  a s  mean ing , 
" a im l e s sn e s s  . . .  r e su l t l e s sn e s s  . . •  the l ea d ing 
to no obj e c t  or end . "  And then he qu o t e s  another 
who says it i s  "to bu i l d  hou s e s  o f  sand on the' s ea -



1 Cor . 3 : 1 6 - 2 3  ( 3 )  

sl.or e ,  to c h a � e  the wind , to shoot a t  the s t a r s ,  
to pur sure on e ' s  shadow . " 

Man ' s  " though t s , "  h i s  d i a l ogues, wi 1 1  o f t e n  prom i s e  
happ i n e s s ,  h o l i n e s s  ( g o o dn e s s ) ,  and even heaven , 
but h e  knows i n  h i s  own h e a r t  that he d o e s  n o t  have 
the answer . 

But man w i l l  turn from the Word o f  G o d  wh ere the 
r e a l  answers are to be found , and wi l l  turn to 
human w i s dom wh e r e  there is noth ing . 

What i s  the warning? 

I t  i s  in v. 1 9 .  But what i s  mor e ,  it is in the OT !' 
F;0;-I;;.-Z9:14 ( tran s l a t e d  l i tera l l y )�God wi l l

-

gra sp wi th H i s  hand tho s e  who sub s t i tu t e  human 
w i s d om for the � of God --and He wi l l  do i t  t o  
br ing them t o  j udgmen t ! 

C f . Heb . 1 0 : 3 1 ,  " I t  i s  a f ea r fu l thing to fa l l  into 
the hand s of the l iving God . "  

I I I .  GOD ' S  OVERRULING HAND OF BLE S SING--tremendous 
a s surance for the peop l e  of God ( 1  Cor . 3 : 2 1 - 2 3 ) .  

"Therefore l e t  n o  man g l ory in men . "  T o  g l ory i n  
men i s  t o  c on s i d er that men a r e  the source of 
b l e s s edne s s , and tha t ,  if we can be r e l a t e d  to them , 
there i s  j u s t  that much more opportun i t y  for 
b l e s s edne s s .  

T h i s  i s  j u s t  a s  wrong a s  i t  can b e ,  and Paul shows 
us why ! 

A s  you read through the l a t t e r  part of v .  2 2  you 
f in d  the reasons why men are not ho l y ,  why they a r e  
not peacefu l ,  but in s t ea d ,  why they a r e  d e f ea t e d , 
d i s c ourag ed , hop e l e s s ,  and why they have no 
answer s . 

1 cannot p o s s ib l y d e a l  w i th a l l  of the f a c e t s  of 
the s e  wor d s , b u t  l e t  us get an i d e a .  

"The wor l d "  - t h e  peop l e ,  t h e  events ( o f  the l a s t  
week , V i e t  Nam , drug a d d i c t i on , vi o l en c e ,  r evolu
t i on s , d i c ta t or s h i p s , s u i c i d e s , broken home s ,  
immora l i ty ,  the r i s ing c o s t  of l iving , and on and 
on . 

What can man d o  a b ou t  l i t h e  �lor l d " ?  
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" L i f e "  - Hhat have you had to do with your l i f e ,  
who your par ents vler e ,  wh ere you were born , your 
s e x ,  the c i r cum s tanc es in your horne , your p e r s ona l 
i t y , your g i f t s , your educa t i o n ,  your c h o i c e  o f  a 
l i f e  partner , your c h i l dr en ,  your hea l th ,  and on 
and on . 

Hhat control d o e s  man have over " l i f e " ?  

" D e a t h "  - T h i s  i s  the subj e c t  w e  d o  not l ik e  to 
talk abou t .  Death is our en emy , and even as far 
as the B i b l e  is concerned it is the l a s t  enemy that 
wi l l  b e  d e s troyed . 

Hhat can man in a l l  of h i s  w i s dom do about " d ea th " ?  

"Things p r e s e n t l l  - B y  th i s  expr e s s i on P a u l  i s  
d e s c r i b ing the things that are g o i ng on r i g h t  now 
that a f f e c t  your l i f e ,  the things at hand , the 
things in s ight , the prob l em s  tha t threa ten u s . 

Wh i l e  l i f e  i s  f i l l e d  with many won d er f u l thing s , 
a lway s ,  underneath the surfac e ,  in every human 
hear t ,  there a r e  tho s e  peop l e  we a r e  concerned 
abou t ,  or tho s e  c i rcums tan c e s  that are too great 
for u s , or those prob l ems for wh i c h  we have not 
found an answer . 

B e s i d e s  t e l l i ng me t o  ignore my prob l ems , or j u s t  
l ive w i th them , \.,ha t  can do about I I th i n g s  p r e s ent . 1 I 

"Things to c om e "  - Hhy d o e s  Pau l have to g o  t h i s  
far , e s p e c i a l l y  when h e  means things tha t a r e  sure 
t o  happen , and wh i c h  may b e  about t o  happen . 

I t  i s  a known f a c t  that one of the' g r e a t e s t  sour c e  
o f  our f ear s i s  the futu r e .  

I s  there a f ea r  i n  your heart t h i s  morning that you 
have been trying to ignore- -but i t  i s  ther e ! 
F o r tun a t e l y , many of the things we fear never c orn e  
to pa s s ,  bu t what h e l p  have you found in a l l  of 
the l earn ing o f  the day? 

WilEN YOU GET RIGHT DOHN TO IT, THESE ARE ALL AREAS 
HHERE NAN ' S  N E E D  I S  GLARING .  

HHAT CAN GOD DO ABOUT THESE THING S ?  --- -- -- --
The answer i s  ONE OF TIlE HOST UNBELIEVABLE TEACHING S 
T O  BE FOUND ANY !'LAC E  IN THE BI BLE . 

God ' s  answer i s :  f lA I l  things � yours ! ! ! 
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1 Cor . 3 : 1 6 - 2 3  ( 5 )  

H e  means tha t ,  i n s tead of b e ing the hop e l e s s  v i c tim 
of a l l  of the s e  areas of l i f e  tha t he h a s  mention e d , 
GOD ' S  HAND I S  IN SUCH CONTROL OF TilE WHOLE HORLD 
AND EVERYTHING IN IT THAT HHENEVER IT TOUCHES THE 
L I F E  OF ONE OF H I S  CHILDREN THE RE SULT IS BLE S S ING 
AND NOT RU I N - - EVERYTHING HORKING TOGETHER FOR THE 
ACCOMPLI SHMENT OF GOD ' S  REDEMPTIVE PURP O S E S  FOR 
H I S  OHN . 

Rom. 8 : 2 8 - 3 9  i s  a n  expa n s i on of thi s tru t h .  ( Re a d  
vv. 2 8 ,  2 9 ,  3 1 ,  3 2 ,  3 5- 3 9 . ) 

Conc l :  F i na l l y ,  i n  conc l u s i o n ,  l e t  u s  go back to the 
prob l em in Corinth. How were men b e ing exa l t e d ?  

I t  .,a s b y  the church saying , " I  am o f  Pau l ,  o r  I a m  of 
Ap o l l o s , or I of Cepha s . "  

What d o e s  Paul s a y ?  

P a u l  s a y s  in e f f e c t ,  "You do not b e l ong t o  m e r  I b e l ong 
to you ! "  God had g iven Paul and Apo l l o s  and C e phas to 
the C o r inthian Chur c h  to b e  a part of t h o s e  "a l l  thing s "  
that G o d  had g iven to the church for e d i f ica t i on and 
b l e s s ing . 

" A l l  thing s a r e  your ' s . "  Th i s  enab l e s  u s  t o  l i ve in 
peac e and j oy ,  knowing tha t we have a heaven l y  Fa ther 

'who worketh a l l  t i n g s  after the c ou n s e l  of h i s  own 
wi l l "  ( Eph . l : l l l. . 



no man 

'-< ,,, <.� - ' j � 

THE GLORY OF BEING A CHRISTIAN 
1 C or .  3 : 21-23 

Punl ' s  statement at the beC;i nni nC; of 
ing rebuke of the Cod nthian Church . 

glory j n  men . lI 

v .  18 i s  a sti ng
"Therefore , let 

The world does thi s aJl of the time ,  and j t  j s ext.rem.ely  d i ff i 
cult for the people of God t o  get away from i t .  

To ; s  has led t o  the practice of � droppi ng. Our polj t i c i ans 
HEl do this . Dependi nc; upon the party that t.hey are connected 
w i th ,  they Hi l l  use the name of some ,Iel l-known fi i(Ure as an 
endorsement . 

Hhen I Has a student i n  collei!e He had at onr school the 
lari!8st. Brown; n>! coJ] ect.; on in the "lOrld . I t.ook the course 
i n  BrOlming--and 8nj oycd i t  thoronohly! But one day Hh'en I 
was looki ng throuf'h the call ecti on of BroHn i nfT 1 s tll i nc;s , I 
was sllovrn an i mage of a "loman ' s  hand , Ij fe-si ze , but j t  vIas 
terdbly n i rty . Before I couJd ask why SOMeone did not clean 
i t ,  I Has told that it was never dnsted b ecause Eli zabeth 
Barrett Brown i ng had been the lad one to dust j t--and j t had 
never been dusted s i nc8 ! 

\,e l i ke i dentifj cation Hi th famous people . 

I \Jave noticed an old Bui ck around town \>li th something li.ke 
th i s  on the back of it :  "Prepident John F .  Kennedy used thi s 
car . "  

Ive s ee t\Ji s a11 o f  the t i  me i n  TV commercial s . S orne famous 
baseball star endorses a certain kind of shaving cream--and 
this impresses people , caus j ng them to buy , or our great 
bus i ness organi zations would not continue t.o do thi s .  

The story i s  t.old that. one t i me I1r . Dwi ght L .  Moody Has Halking 
dmm the street of a lar>!8 ci ty, and he met a man on the st.reet 
Hho was so d runk that he had a hard t. i me st.andinc; up . But he 
Has not. so drunk but Hhat he couJ d recof'ni ze the evanf'el i s t .  
He sai d ,  "HeH , he110 there , Mr . Hoody . "  Hhen Hr . 110Qdy di d 
n ot. recogni ze h i  m ,  he sai d ,  "Don 1 t. YOIl knclH me? I '  m one of 
vour converts . "  And Hr . Hoody had t.h e pr es"'TIce o f  rn i  nd t.o say, 
j·'Hell , you must be; you don ' t  look like one of the Lord ' s ! "  

EverY1.Jhere He see t.he ten n ency amonf( men to "lory i n l!!!'ill . 

The Corj "tJ, j an Church had p:ot.t.en i rt.o t.ro1lhle on t\', ; s poi nt . 
They \-Jere sayjnp;, " 1  am of Paul ; or I ,  of ApoI 1 o:? ; or I ,  of 
Cephas ; or I ,  of Chri st" ( J  Cor . 1 : 12 ) .  And Paul sai d , "Every 
one of you saith" (Ibi d . ) , i nd i cat,ing that. th", "hole Church 
Has taken up Hith th i s kind of an ernphas; s .  Noth i ng could )-,ave 
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di spleased the Lord any more than th i s .  

Why? B ecause i t  kept them from seei ng the most wonderful rela
t i onship they had , th e most Honderful relat,j onshi p it i s possi
ble for any person to hav8--

I .  THEY BELONGED TC JESUS CHFIST .  C f' .  "ye are C�,d st ' s" i n  
v .  23 . 

Some , accordinc; to 1 : ] ;:> ,  "ere saying tr i s .  
undeTEt,oon i t  or not :i s  open to fJUAEtj on .  
mean' by tbi s ?  

\.Jh ether t'oey 
,lhat does Paul 

He neant that i nctead of gl oryi ng i n  the servrmts of the 
Lord they should have been r;lorvi ng i n  .the Lor d !  

\-Ihy di d thAy belong t o  Je sus Chri "t? C f .  1 Cor. 6 : 19,  ;:>0; 
7 : 23 . 

In R omans 1/, : 8  Paul s ays , "He arA the Lord ' s . "  

In John 17:6 our Lord prayed, " I  have mani.fosted thy name 
unto thA l'oen ",hom thou c;avest me out of th e ",orld ; thine 
they � ,  and thou D'avest them to l!!§ .  " And then He 
adds i n  v .  J O ,  "And aJ] mine are thi n e , and thine are mine !' 

Thi s  i s  the reason PauJ can add 

II .' CHRIST BELONGED TO GOD ( a myctery "e ",i ] ]  never be ab] "  
to COMpreh end full y ) , but this "leenS that � belong to God 
too. C f .  1 Cor .  3 : 23h . "The h ead of Christ i s  God" 
(J Oar .  J.J. : 3 ) . 

I f  'He aTe to knml what � t me8'11 G that vIe hl"!long to Cl-..rj f:t" 
then ",e 1>IouJ rJ rJo "ell to study the Gospels to J earn "'h at 
i t Meant that J 0611S Ch6st heJ ol'gerJ to God . 

Th i nk of t,he confi d en c e  Im.ni fed,ed i n  trl e 
ansl.[erecJ Pi l ate as He di d i n  John 19 : ]J . 
stop " ere as del i "htfu] as i t  ",auld he . 

Fatrer \>Ih"n He 
But ",e cannot 

Th eee are bw bad c truths "'hi ch depi ct the "lory of hei nr,: a 
Chri sti an .  But upon tL ese t",o truths "e ha.ve some practi cal 
re sults . l'or t,"'is He must go r·ack to tre last of v .  21 and 
then look at aJl of v .  22 . 

III . " ALL THINGS ARE YOUIiS . "  

l;}hclt does Paul m.ean hy thj s ?  J-Ie has compressed here into 
three verees the truth "'hich h e  gave to the Romans in Rom . 
[-\ :28-39 .  I t  is tLe truth that everytLing i n  a beli ever ' s  
life i s  I"Jrked together for th e eternal good of that child 
of God . 



Do you 
(1 ) 
(2 )  
(3 )  

I'oITlomber some of those statements ?  
" I f  God be for us , who can be against us ? "  
" He that spared not m s  o,rn S on ,  but • • •  " 
" 'i/hat shal l s eparate us from the l ove of Christ?" 

And then the �rand cl i max , " �.Tay, i n  all these things we 
are more U,an conquerors through him that loved us . "  Not 
on1y are '18 undefeated by the tria1s of 1ife ,  but God 
actua11y uses them to accompli sh His purpose in redeeming 
us . ,!hat does t.h i s i ncJude? Not.e nur text . . 

A .  It i ncludes EVERY SERVANT CF THE LORD . " 

1 11 .  Meeti ng one of our fan'; 1 j es i n  t.own t.he oVeer 
day , and havi ng her say to me , " Oh ,  I kno'l you � 
You go to my Church � " She � ri f'ht . 

Hhat a narrmJ concept of the mi n i stry there C or i nthi ans 
"ad � They 1"ere c 8.yi n ." tl'at ( some of then) b ,,] onf'ed 
to Pau1 ; '1hat. they should have heen sayi ng 'las that 
Pau1 be10ngs to all of ]d£, and so does Ap0110s , and £.Q 
does Peter . They l{ere God ' s  gjft to the Church of 
C ori nt.h , and t.o t.he l{h01s body of Chri st. ! 

This i s  l{hy Paul could re,j oi ce i n  the hleP f i ng of God 
upon His fel l o'lfervants . They Here not compet.H,ors .  
Hh enev8r God ble,'sed s omeone else t.hrough t.hem, any of 
them, it l{as God Hho was doi ng the Hork , and i t  l{as 
God '1h o should have the ,,1ory . AM I S O  BLIND THAT I 
THINK I All) THE ONLY ONE THAT GOD IS GOIlJG TO USE AT 
THIS CHURC H .  

l;1hat di gnity thi s  gives t o  bej ng a Ghri stian when I 
stop to reali ze that God can use me to help anoth er 

Chri stian move ,just a 1i ttle closer to that goal j n 
eterrd ty--l j k.enerE1 to our Savj our ! � !  

But there is more .  No'l h e  goes i nto th e realm of our 
daily 1 i  ves • 

B .  "The 'Jorld . "  

Hhen Paul Hanted to descrihe t.he Hor1d he Has ]j ving i .. n, 
he chose a quot,at,j on from an ancj ent P�alm of I erael , 
"For thy sake 'Ie are ki lled all the day lon� . • . " 
(Psa. 1,/,. : 22 i n  Rom . P : 3h ) . 
Not many of 11S have "ad to suffer for our faj t." i n  
Chd st, but '1hat about th i s  world . ,!h ere i s  i t  headed ? 
The p j n ,  t.he J'TloraJ ] oOf:p.ne8P , the "Tarp ann rumorf' of 
ware: , the Godlep8np.f!13--,{h �Y'A are vIe headed? Can God 
use thi S 'IOrld and l i fe today for Hi s purposes ? Hhat 
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about our you:nr: men :i n t.he PArvi o e  of onr count.ry? 
Hhat about the e] eeti on that j s comj n')I1p a weAk from 
Tuesday? 

Every Axperj ence j n th; p world that touches our li ves 
can be a part of compl AtJ nf', that "IDrk j n  us ;/r d ch 
bef,an VTh en we fj rEt truEted t.he Lord Jer.us a� S avj OUT . 

B .  " L j  fe . "  God has "ad a hand j n who your par Ants wer e ,  
your Fex, 'Jh ere you Here born , the c :i J'cumstances in 
your h ome , your perE'onality, your abiJ i t j es and g j fts , 
your education, your j obs , your choice of a I j f e  part
ner , your children, your h ealth--and on and on . 

He may not be responsible for all that has happened in 
your lif e ,  but there j s noth; ng j n your life that is 
beyond His control , and beyond His abil j ty to make j t  
serve a rurpose j n  your l ife . 

C .  "Death . 11 There j s no 100re dreadful 1>1ord, j s t.h ere ? 
Death is our enemy (1  C o r .  15 : 26 ) .  Deat.h c an s eparate 
us from our l oved ones , and uur loved ones from us , 
but j t  cannot separate lIS from the love of Gorl Hh i ch 
i s  in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Do you r emember hOH Paul spoke of death? It was to he 
preferred to Ud s Ij fe--" far bet.ter" (Pr j ] .  1 : ;:>3 )  • 

D .  "Tloj ngs prerent . "  Paul Means hy th j s  t"e t.hj ngs that 
� goi ng Qll rj ght. 1lQl:! .  

If the Lord would r;jve us t.h" prj vj ] el"'e of changi ng 
anyth i ng t.hat touches our ] j ves r i ght nOH , 'dhat Hould 
you change ? DOAP j t  ever occur tc -us t.hat, Gar! has 
reasons for NOT changj nc tl-d ngE? That sometjrnes the 
greatest bless i.ng is experj enced in goj ng through 
s ometh j ng He wou ] d  l ike to avoj d? 

And then consider 

E .  "Things to come . "  Hhat about the future ?  Paul j s 
talking here about. thi nRs Hhj eh � about to happen, 
things that you .lliill � � Qll the Hay . lNhat does this 
mean to you? 

Concl : Oft.en our hymn Hrj ters aT'e ah] e to put Honderful truth 
i nto Hords . r love to read some of the good old hymna. 

The otrler day my wi fe remj nded me of a verse of a hymn . She 
may bave used it. at the Lad j es Retreat. But , if s o ,  then 
ladj es here it j s  agaj. n .  It j s  wrHten hy F .  H .  Faber . Lj sten 
carefuny to t.hese Hords : 
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I worsH p 'r" e e ,  sweet ",ill of God , 
And 8J J Thy Hay" adore ;  
And every da.y I live , I seem 
To J ove Th 8e more and more . 

Hhen obAtacles and t.ri a] s s "em 
U ke pri s on ,JaIls t o  b e ,  
r d o  the I Htl A  r can d o ,  
And l eave th e rest t o  ThAe . 

And \.Jhen j t P 8 emp no c'bance or change 
From r;rj ef can set !!18 free . 
Hope fin d e  j t.E ptrena,th j n  help] 88pneEs , 
And csladly Hai ts on Tr.ee . 

He aJ "a;vs H i ns Hho d des ",Hh God; 
'Eo h i m  no chance is lost; 
God ' s  will i s  sHeetest. t.o him "hen 
It tri umphs at hi s cos t .  

IlJ t.hat H e  blef·ses i s  our good , 
And unblest good is HI ; 
And alJ i s  r i p:ht that seemS most "rong. 
If it be His s"eet ",i lJ . 

(Close by quoting Rom. 
- by F. U) .  Fa.I> .... v. 

8 :28, 29 ; 1 Cor . 3 : 21-23 . )  

( s ' . / 



HINISTER�' AND STEHARDS 
I Cor . 1. : 1-5 

Int.ro : I n  chapterI' ] throur:h I,. of ] C orinthian p Paul i 8 d eal-
i n" w i th the problem of d i vi s i ons i n  the Cori ntr i an 

Church . I"uoh of "'hat Paul has t.o �ay i n  th eee chapt.er8 i nd i 
cat.e8 that. t.h i s  problem had ari sen hecause th e people di d not. 
understand the nat.ure of t.he mi ni st.ry! For th i s  reaEon he 
haf' a great deal t.o fay ahout the work of the m i n j ster, of 
one who i s  called by God to act as a pastor, or 8hephp,rd of 
the flock. 

In deaJj ng wi th thi s he s peaks i n  chapter 1 of his message . 
I n  chapter 2 h e  speaks of the manner of h i s  speak i ng .  I n  
crapter 3 there are two poi nts o f  emphasis : first,  his rela
t i  ons);i p to h i  s fellml-mi ni ster" , and secondly, the fact that 
God is the One who i s  doi ng the work, and He i s  the One who 
will reward His s evants ; therefore , 2Qr work must be acceptable 
to Hi-m. 

lie returns to this emphasis at the heginning of chapter 4 .  

S peaki ng for "us" ( it i s  "me" i n  v .  3 ) ,  Paul declares that he 
Hants the people of Cod nth to recogni ze that he and Apollos 
are 11 mj nj sters • . • a.nd stewards . II 

As I have poi nted out i n  prev:i ous mes sages , there is J:! great 
deal of confusion today � ·juet. Hhat the work of the pastor 
j, s . 

You !'light. feel that the place to talk about the ;lOrk of the 
pastor i s . jURt before a [(roup of R emi nary etudents , or B i b l e  
s chool. students , Hho p l a n  some day t o  h e  pastors . But , i f  
t,l-] :i s j s tlle ca.se ,  thp.n VThy oj d Paul say 80 much about h j  s own 
Hark i n  tloi s J etter to t.he Cori nth i an Church? THIS FACT PROVES 

CC�.1CLUnVElY TO ).'Y "HID THAT IT IS VITAUY IMPORTANT FOR EVERY 

CHILD OF GOD TO urIDTiRSTA�1D TEE lrlORK OF THE PAS TOR--THE ,IORK OF 

ANY �'AN �IHO IS CALLED OF GOD TO THE 'rJORK OF TH1': IHNISTRY . 

Churches call the i r  pad.ors , and j f church ,,,, do not uno.8rstand 
the Hork of the pastor t.hey just m i aht be looki ng for the 
wrong kind of §o .!l'.§l! ! 

T h e  same thing appli es i f  you are ]ooki op; for a church . ',,'hat. 
should you expect out. of a true , Ne;1 Testament , l ocal church? 

I l. l . I n Beaumont , Texas--talki ng to a �emi nary professor con

cerning the work of the mi nistry . Th ey Here not train
i ng expos i tors , but preachers who could admi ni strate . 

I n  answering thj s question as w e l l  as j n  answerj ng every other 
question that has to do "Jj th the Hork of the Lord in the ",arId ,  
our authori ty i s  the B i  b l e .  ,,!hat does it � t.o s ay? 
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Paul says , If you ,,,ant to know how you should regard us and the 
'-Iork that we are dO i ng ,  then we want you to know that He are 
u m; ni st-ers of Ohri"st, and stewards of the mysteri es of God. "  

Before we look at these terms , let it be stated that no man 
has the ri ght to undertake the work of the mini s try unl ess 
he is called of God. Remember hOI" Paul started hi s letter in 
I Cor . l : l--"Paul, cal l ed to be an apostle of Jesus Chri st 
throu",h the wHI of God . "  

Th i s  i s  a princi ple that foll mls rir:ht throup,h the Hord o f  God . 

C oncernj ng the 01 r1 T el'tal"ent pri 8E'thood, the wri tel' of HAbrews 
states , " Ann no man taketh tr i �  honour unto hims el f ,  hut he 
that i s  caBed of God , as was Aaron" (Heb . 5 :  d . And just 
a few verses later (v .  ] 0 )  loe even cays ahout our Lord Jesus 
Ct'r; st that he was " cal l ed of goo an 1,; d1 prj Pct aft"r the 
order of Melchisede c . "  

I n  J COl" . 1 : 17 Pa.n] Fa.y!=: , " Crrj �t f'ent, me . 1t 

So I have no ri ght to cheose t" e P1 i ni stry; God calls me of 
}!j s own sovere; gn wHI , and i t  i s  my j oy ,  j f  He calls ,  to 
respond to IIi s call . 

I{avi ng understood th is , what is 

1 .  THE MEANING of the express ion, "mi n i sters of Chri s t ,  and 
ste"ards of the myster i e s  of God . "  

A .  "Mini Eters of Chr i s t . "  

At first He might think that this means � who mini
sters Chrj :::t ,  but this j s  not the maj n idea. 

Paul uses a term here which i s  a military term. This 
is t.he only time he uses it in any of h i s  epistl es . 
It. is the term w,d ch "as used of !ill under-rower on the 
anci ent war galleys . Then gradually i t  was used for 
any soldi er \..rho s erved his cmnmanrler-j,n-ch1ef , 8s pecj 
ally for carryi ng solemn and i mportant messages . 

I n  Luke 4:20  Luke uses th i s  word for " th e minist.er" of 
the synano;or:ue . I n  Acts D : 5  Luke uses H of J ohn 
Nark \;ho went. along to as s ist Paul and Barnabas . 

The term e"'phap i zes ",hat Paul ha s been say; nq al J al ong 
--that. the Lord is the One who j � dd np, the Hork; Paul 
j �  Hor1d n,p: v..d th Hj m ,  a�f::j sting Hjrn, under orders only 
to j{j m .  

fI01.J<8Ve r ,  thj E ,  "d thout the fo] ] O'\..,.rj n� expref'f'j on , could 
be rather vav,ue . 



B .  "S t.ewards of t.he my�t.ed ef of God . "  

i ') '1 L ,  

In 2 ;  7 ,Ie had th5 " expreEs5 on , mys tery .  I t.  j s a NT 
word whi ch del' cd bes t.he t.rut.h of t.he NT--truth not 
fuDy revealed i n  t.h e OT , hut n01' compl et.ely revealed 
j n  t.he NT .  For 0111" purposes i t.  j s -"" t.erm "hi ch 
des crj bes t.he Word of God ! 

What. was Paul ' s  relatj onship to the Word? 

He � -"" steward of it. . Th j s  meant that. he had been 
ent.rusted HHh t.he Word of God . He Has respons ible 
t.o preach i t. ,  t.o t.each it., and t.o do it. in a mann er tbst 
HDuld be pleas j n� t.o God . 

Humanly speakj ng, the Hay i n  Hhi cb Paul dis charged 
his st.eHardshi p  Hould det.ermine the salvation of t.hose 
Hho came under hi s j nfluence , and would determj ne t.he 
spj ritual l i fe and strength of the belj evers who were 
under his care ! 

To bri no: these two tHl es togeth er , a mi ni ster , or pastor , 
i s  under orders to J e nw  Chr; s t ,  And j s charged " i  th toe 
faitloful mini stry 0f t'le ',lord of God , herB cal J ed ,  " the 
mysteries of God ." 

Thi s hei nf', the cas e ,  then the pri mary responsi b i l i ty of 
every pastor i f,  t.o know that Hord . He cannot preach i t  
ann teac1l it j f he doee not dudy i t .  He r-aJ1not etudy i t  
'mJ cEs he takes ti me in hj s stuny. lIe cal'not stlidy it j f  
h i  F ] He i s  fj l J  ed ",H,h EO many othAr r1 etai l e that. he 
hardl y ever has time j n  the Itlord. 

Do you, want to knO'lrl t,h e  main rp.ueon why people do not �o 
"to church today? 

There i s  one reas on : BECAUSE THEY DC EOT GET AlIYTHIRG 

WillI{ TIlEY DO GO ! 

Paul i s  h8re teJ J i ng the Corinth i an Church and every other 
church ",here thi s  epj stle is read that the reason there is 
s o much d i vi s ; cn in tl18 church i s  hecause the work o f  the 
ministry is not understood--and sOr.let,jmes the pastor is 
tee most confused about ,rhat he is  supposed t o  d o ,  o r  s o  

husy with everyt,rd ng else tha.t he never gets t o  h i E  Et1.1dy . 

God has charged his c ervants Hith th e mj nistry of the �Iord . 
The church Hj 11 snf'fer , and so ,;;1 1  the Horl d ,  i f  pastors 
are fai li ng to do 1-,hat they have been called to d o .  

But let us look at an(lther factor i n  th j s treMendou s ly j mport
ant suh j e c t .  lNhat is 



I I .  THE PRINARY OBJECTIVE jy]. fulf'j J l in[; tb is cal1ing. 

You can tell  by 'Ihat Paul has al ready "dtten hml s ome of 
tr18 Corjnthj tJns "JOul d anSWPT thI s . 

S ome woul n say that you could only reach the C ori nth i ans 
wHh Q phj J osophic approach . And they would feel that the 
phj l osophy "lOuJ d 1>8 a l 5 ttle !'lore effective IF i t  H"re 
:-rljxAd Wj tll ,g l j t.tl� oratory . fmd then , j f  th�� one doi ng 
the speakine "Jere a person wj th a cOr1mandi nl!, pre8ence , 
one Hho could ",JaY tte cro" de 'Ih en t" ey looked at. h i m ,  
then trd s '.tlOuld guarantee � i s  8ucceE� j n Corj nth . 

If al1 of t,loese i deas are true , THEN GOD ).lADE A HOST UN"
FCRTUliATE HIS TAKE WHEN lIE SENT PKUL TC CCRHITH BECAUSE 
:3 We: OF THEEE QUALlFIC1\TJ0NS PAUL DID NOT HAVE , AHD OTHERS 
lIE REFUSED TC USE . 

Hhy ,Ud he refuse? 

Because Paul could not be " faH,hful" to his message and 
fai thful to His Savi our if he tri ed to reach the C ori nth
ians on thej r Dvm terms . 

God dj d not. cal1 Paul to C ori.nth to be sensatj anal , or to 
be popular , or to be successful , or to be eloC}uent . 

God called Panl to Corinth to preach a message that they 
had never heard before , to pr each it in all of i ts truth , 
helj eving that , as he taur;ht the Hard , the Spirit of God 
Hould move the hearts of rlen to'!8.rd the Lord Jesus Chr i s t-
and Ud s j s  just exact.ly Hhat had happened ! 

This is just v!here we have fed led today. 

Cur pastors have not been teach i ng the Hard and s o  coth 
t.h e pastors and the people are not J earn i nr; Hhat they np-ed 
to knml to r;row spi r i tually al'd then t.o s erve God effect
i vely. 

And so Hhat do we do? 

Vie pi ti ful l y copy ,wys that the '.lOrI il j s effective , and ,,8 
expect tl-'8 Spjrj t of God to adapt T-U s ways to our j r;norant 
actjv:1 t, j,e s . c.f. \ �C'l.. ' .. :. \"}.. ...... . 

The world does not. need what they already have ,d th the 
Gospel tacked o n !  They need t o  know that. the Gospel has 
no roots whatsoever j n  the world,  that l.t is dj ,stj nctive , 
tha t it i s  of God, trat Chr:i st i s  able to meet thei r needs 
j n  thi s I-Iorld that i s  s o  s i ck wi th sin that that s i nkness 
j s  even making serJ ous j nroads j nto the Church of our Lord 
Jesus Ghrist . 



The more you J earn of the NT ,  the more you wi I I  reaJi ze 
t.hat i n  our evanrse]j sm today we are vi oJating the most 
bas i c  princi pJ es of the NT--and this j s  why our converts 
do not sti clt ! 

A pers on can make a ded s }  on and be gone in a feH weeks , 
but i f  he rea J ly comes to the S avj our , he must be born 
of the Sphi t of God , and he Hill not be born of the Spi r it 
unless the Spirit of God has the Hard of God to Hork with . 

But "Ihat have we done? 

vIe are doi ng all t1,at we can to dres s the Gospel up in 
'.Irappings that are just like what t.he world i s doi ng s o  
that we can sli p up on the world and get them saved before 
they know Hhat has happened . And so He have our movi. es ,  
our l'!1us i c ,  our nove] s ,  our ceJ.ebr:i t,j es ,  etc .. 

The comment of a young Je"rj "h gjrl a short t j me ago 
r:topped me in my tracks . �;h e  :1 6 not a profes E d n �  Ghrj �t
j an ,  lmt she W8.S talk:ing to anothAr gjrJ who ,,,as a 
Christi an. And t.h ey were t.alld ng about evarg8] i "tj c 
methorl� , a.nd iJd s j s  what :she said . f:0 8  Eaj d ,  "Hhen you 
bd ng all of t.)' e!'e out.st.anding ate] eteE' On campus , don I t 
yo" th i nk He can "ee tJorough \;hat you are d oi ng ? "  

'eelhen are we !lOi nf; t.o f',8t back t o  NT pr i n ci pleE--tlcat God 
Ha.nt.s people ",ho Hi l ]  be fai thful i n  l i v i ng for Chr i st ,  
and fa' thful i n  tel J i ng ot.h ers arJOUt. Chri st j n sj '"pIe , 
unaf f8cted , si ncere crords--bp] i ,!Vine t.hat U e  Holy S phi t 
H i ll  use J!j E  Hard t.o bri ng others to Chr i s t .  

C oncJ : The pastor i s  t.o lead hi.s peopl e into an understanding 
of the truth of God and so of tho >lays of God . Ii/hen 

>Ie understand thiS , then "Ie Hi ] 1 understand Paul ' s detachment 
from the cri ticism of men Hh1 ch i s  expressed i n  vv. 3-5 . 
He refused to bml to pressure . 

He refused even tc trust hi s OHn judGment apart from the Hard. 

He knew that. one day he ",auld stand before God, and then every
trd ng would he br01JF;ht. to J.j c:;bt, " and then every man �halJ. 
have praj se of God . "  

Never has th ere been a great.er need for t.h" Gcrpel , but. t.he 
GospeJ mu st. he preached accordin!! to the Hays of God i f  we 
VTant to $pe God workj np to hrinp: about. t,he ealvat, j nn of men. 
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TF:'-': FOLLY OF HUl ,f.tiN TTIDF 
] Cer .  1, : (-13 

J ntro : He aT'e aprrcachj ng the end of ",hat the Apostle Paul 
hae t.o eay about d�vj si  ons . He hae feund H. neceeeary 

to defend ( 1 ) h i e  mess age , the Gospel,  (2) h i s  manner of 
"'ini eterjng, and (3 )  even t.he nat.ure of the l'd n ; s t.ry itself . 
Hh i J e Paul is al\vays gracj ous :in what he says , yet he j ,'3 never 
h8sj t.ant. about comj ng to th8 poj ,..t ",here t.he t.ruth i s  concerned. 
He has been, however , on t.he defemljve;  nO>l he takes the 
offens j ve !  

From v .  (1 on to the end of chapter I, Paul is conc erned wj th 
human pri d e ,  the fol J y  of H ,  the ug1 jnees of j t ,  the damage 
>lhich it can cause . 

He j e nOH ready to poi nt out that. thej I' pr ide in certai n Lfl.!ill 
had damap'ed them , and this j s the reason t.hat thejr fe1Iowshi p 
",j th each other had been affected . 

He had ,just spoken about t.he nature of t.he mj njstry--that he 
and Apo11os Here "m; nj sters of Chri st ,  and wte,mrds of the 
"lysteri es of God . "  "And these thi ngs , bret.hren,"  h e  ',"['i tes 
i n  v .  6 ,  h8 had " i n  a fi gur" transferred to" h imseJ f "and to 
ApoJ J os for your sakes ; that ye mi ght J earn i n  us not to think 
ahove t.hat Hh i ch i s  Hdtten ."  Put any Cori nth j an C" rj st.ian 
Hho read thj s  epj etle , or 1,eard it read, Has to reaJ i ze Hhat 
,,,re 8houln rea1 j ze as "'8 consider j t  together thj f"  morning : 
that "That. Paul has sai d ahout h j mself and Apollos app1j es to 
everv � "ho clai ms t.o have been called of God j nto the 
mj nj st.ry !  

Every rrdni st.er has t o  deal at ti'lles Hit" probJ ems . But it i s  
i mport.ant. i n  d eali ng "l i th problems not to deal "lith personali 
ties , OR THIS }!ILL ChUE:F. FUHTHE:P DIVISION. 

Hhat marvelous evidence He have here that the Apost.Te Paul 
"as ;rri t,ing under the dj rect i on of the Holv Spi rit ! 

Paul g1ves four anf"vTer \.Jhj ch I t·lant yon to see th is morning, 
and I trust. that. the Lord "j]J never let. us forget them . 

1 .  Vie :3hou1d not r,lory j n men BECAUSE IT IS A VIOLATICN OF THE 
\VORD OF GOD TO DO SO (1 Cor . 1, :(, ) .  
In reEcding v .  ( dj d you not.i ce these Horels : "That Hhi ch 
ts \1rj tten!t 'Z' Hh6.t does Paul have j n  mj nd? 

Paul uses thi s first back i n  1 : 19 ",here "Ie read, "For i t  
i s  1.!ritten, II and h e  foJJ OHS j t "j  t.h a quotati on from t.he OT. 



T\" O qnoto..t,j cn f'cj ] O"hlS tJd s exnres:::l on j n  1� : 6 ,  but the j dea 
is eX8.ctly .tJ.lQ � .  Paul �8Hns that, \"hen ·yOU take .:tl-}e 
teachi nf' of the OT as E }!hole , there i s  no reason for any 
l!1§l} to get puffed .!ill about anvth i nG .  

The Word of God settles that. . C f .  e . g . , Jer. 9 : 2: ,  2/,. 

Or Isa . (,4 :6 , "Bl1t we are an as an unc] p.al1 th i n"" and al] 
O1)r rj Q'hteo11sneFs8s are as fj 1 t.h::r l'B.gf' ; and 1,16 aJ ] do 
fade as a leaf; and our i ni qui ti es , ] i k e  t,l,e ,d nd , have 
taken us a.way . 1I 

Or read Paa. lL,  or any other place i n  the OT . NCMHERF: 
DO \,IE HAVE llFY AUTHORITY TO GLORY I N  !IF:N. ",n,en lie kno\./ 
the fa.cts of the \,ord of God , vIE CAN ONI,Y GLORY IN GOD-
NEVER I N HEN � 

Fay I say it aga; n .  THE HORD OF GOD GIVES US OUR ANS1tIER , 
AND 2 ETTLF:S T1IE QTWI.'TION ONCE AND FOP. ALI, . 

And this applies t.o every problem t.hat. a Christi an faces . 
I t. may be the problem of knowinr; the ,Ii ]  1 of God , or of 
bei ng assured of se.Jvati.on, or of settli ng a marriage 
diffj cuI ty, or knmring hO,T to ,Ii tnes s ,  or of Hhat t.he 
course of events will be i n  t.he future--these and many 
other things � .settled in the \,ord of g od . 

But let. us go o n .  

I I .  He should not p,lory I n  men BECAUSE NO HAN HAS AJ,'YTHING 
�iHICH HE HAS NOT RECEIVED ( 1  C or .  4 : 7) . 

l ook at everythi ng you have tM s morr i. n p, .  T h i nk aeout jt 
carefuJ ly--the fam; ] y you wore born Into , the abi ]  -; ties 
you have , the opport.unjt,j ee to develop your abi l Hiee 
through trai ning, t.hrou�h educat.ion , t.he money to n o  what 
you have done and to buy Hhat. you have--flVerythi n� you 
have you lJave received . From v!hom? Jamee says , ll1ljvery 
f'oocl ,d ft. and every perfect. gift is from above , and comet.h 
down from the Father • • •  " (Jas . 1 : J 7) .  

J ]  1 .  I once heard of a man ',Tho refused to t.hank God for 
hi s food ,Th en he and hi  f faMi ] y  sat n O'Tn t.o the 

table on the bas I s  that. he had earned I t. h i mself and I f  
anyone Eho1l1c9. receive t.h � t,11anks , rp. ShOllJ d .  A ::::hort t :i me 
after h e  had expressed h i m �elf th i s  ,Tay he was taken 
s eri. ondy i. 11, and 10 ;  s fe,.,d J.y came to a place of real reed . 
Thj.s went on for some tjme , and then hj s r ea] th 1,ThB reEtoT
e d .  FroTTl then o n  he Has [-lJ \v8.y,� ready to thank the Lord 
for t.he prysi cal strength to be able to Hork so that h i s  
famIly could have food. 

We have noth ing , but what He have reoei ved it.. Paul s ays , 



I! I f  tl-1 011. (� j rl rt r e c p i v p- i t ,  v[ry Clost t,r.01.1 r:lory , D.:=' j f  thou 
hadst not recei ved i t ? "  ( v .  7) . 

�·Jh8.t anf!,.]er can you Fdve to that ques tion? 

But. there j s a t.hird reason i n  our t.ext. . 

I I I . �Ie should not. glory i n  men BECAUSE IT PRODUCES IN US A FALSE 
SENSE OF ACHIEVEi1ENT (1 Cor .  1, : 8) . 

T o  glory i n  men produces s p i ri t.ua] pri d e  in t.hose who are 
doing t.he p;lorying . Read this verse very carefully. Hhat 
does i t  tell you ahont the CorInth i ans , j . e . ,  those who 
were a part of the problem that Paul i s  discussing here : 
the divisions? 

Tl-1 AY Here U fu] ] , "  rnean 5 ng trat thRy were satisfj ed .  They 
had aD that they ;ranted spi rHually . They would come to 
church and ] i d,en , but you could not get them to read the 
lJord on theh ' own . You cO'Ild taJ.k wHe tloel'l, hut never 
c1etect a hunger i ng and tid r�ti ng for ri ghteous ness . They 
"ere " full . "  

They were " r i ch . "  C f . ] Cor . J. : /,-8 . 

Do you \eno;, tloe dj fference bet\Jeen Dos i  tional truth and 
practi cal truth ? Or , to state i t  another 'lay , do you kn0w 
th A dj fference betHeen a bel j ever ' s standing before God 
and h j s  state before �? 

The Cori nt'- i an crurch had been bleesed as no other church 
\>li th spi ri tual gifts , but th ese gifts had gone sour on 
them. Instead of produ c i ng bl es s i ng ,  it had become one of 
them probl �rrls , ae we wi1] learn. 

You all knO\,/ hOH strong I am on doctrinal teaching. J am ,  
and I i ntend to stay this ;my . But let me say this : HHEN 
I BECOLE S C  Si· UG BECAUSE: :-IY DCCTIUNE IS CCBHECT ,  BUT I LCSE 
;',IY LOVE: F'CH THE LORD Mill lIT DES IHE TO \·IAI"K IN THE L IGHT OF 
'r1l3 TH1JTH OF' HIS HOHD--THEN I 1\1'I IN THODELI': . 

Then , notj ce , the Cori'nthi ans \Jere rei gning l i ke the 
mi llermjum had already started! 

Do you knou ;,hen the peopl e of God are p;oing to !lave the 
upper hand j n  the affai rs of thi S \Jorld? It 1-li. ] 1  not be 
until th", Lord Jesus Chr i st i s  rei_gning as jOng of ki nr:s 
and Lord or lords ! Unti l then, if you and I act as though 
thinp;s are eoj ng our t-Jay i n  th j s  world j t  j s  evj c1 ence that 
pri de has b1i nded us to the ,my things rea.lly are . 

Paul explajns tld f'  i n  t,hR rema i n j np.: ver p.8S of our tp.xt, hut 
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IV . We should not gJ ory j n men BECAUSE IT IS CONTRARY TO GOD 'S 
PURPOSE FOR HIS PEOPLE IN THIS IVORLD ( 1  Cor .  4 : 9-13 ) . 

Let me caJ 1 ycnr atteT'ti on to the 1.fOrd " spectacle" j n v .  
9 .  Th i s i s  t,l,e GrA"k 'lOrd ,  theatron . You r.an teJ ] that 
we get our ,lord theatre from i t .  Paul ' s  use of th e Hord 
'l ere means that Chri stj ans are like " th e "lacli ators wh o 
were pres ented as a s pectacl e i n  t.he games of the amphi
thAatre , and W1' 0S!? r,l non ann J a:"t agonj es formnd tl, e joy 
of the H'l018 popul atj 01' of spectators" (Godet, I ,  22/, ) .  
Th i s  1>Ie are "u..nto to" world , "  probably referring !"> ere to 
thA whole un iverse ,  wll j ch i n cludes " angels , and . . .  men . 1I 

It is not nOH, nor has j t, ever been, God ' s  purpose to make 
eelebritj es out of h j  s people . �JE are " appoj nted to death , " 
and the passage here j nd i cates that the death can be slow 
and torturous , endine fi nally as " th e  filth of the Horld , 
and • . •  the offs courj ng of all things , "  t!]e dUEt 1>I" i eh 
j S s1-Jept up and thrm{n out . 

Thank God not every ehr; st; an is treated like thj. s ,  but 
1,loen j t does happen, He :"hould not he surpri sed . God n oes 
not Ij ft His people out of t!]e tri al" and testings of I j f e .  
Instead PlAY often "noure even rJore . HHY? Because God 
,!ants to dj fplay Hi s pl ory before men, and He ,Jants men and 
angels to see the marvelous sufn ci ency of Hi f "race . 

C oncl : Sometimes God bri ngs IU s s ervants to a place of p;reat 
promj nence , as He d j d  Hj t!] Danj el . But Dan i el was 

in toe th eatre t o o .  

HouJ d you not thj nk that jf a man conti nued t o  pray , as Danj el 
did ,  even HOen the kj n�s "d i et had !"one out , that God Houl d 
kpep hj m from being cast j nto tl,e d'ln of J j ons • Of course He 
would think this ! 

But God d i d  not keep him frorJ the den of l j ons ; He did some
thing far greater . He kept him from the li ons ! 

Earl y i n  the mord ng Ki n,? Dari us came to the lj on ' s  den , and 
you C8.1'1 alrlOs t h ear hi;'"!! a9 he crJed out, l ie  Danjel ,  servant of 
of the li vj ng God , j s  thy God, Hhom theu serv8st continual ly ,  

able to deljver thee from the li ons ?" (Dan . 6 : 20) 

Do you remember Doni el ' s ans1>ler? n;,!y God hath s ent hj s angel. 
and hath shut the l i ons ' mouths . "  Hhat d i d  Darjus do? Did 
he proclaim Daniel Day "hen he took Dani.el out? NO ! He de
clared a decree . Listen to it : 

" I  ")'\ke a decree , That in  every dominion of 
tremble and fear before the God of Dani el :  

my k i ngdom men 
for he is t,'le 

( Over) 
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even unto tl-)p end. He deljvereth and re8cueth, and he 
Horketh ej gns and vlonders jn heaven and in earth, w�o 
hath delivered Danie] from t'18 po];er of the Uons" 
(Dan. 6:26, 27). 

,/hat 1"asDarius .doing--singing the praises of Daniel? NO! 

He was doing just "hat God "anted to accomplisli through 
the trials of Daniel. He was bring "lory to the God of 
Israel. I 

I 
! 

The folly of human pride. "He that glorieth, let him g]OrY i 
in the Lord. 1\ This is the orily way to pJease God, and 
this is the only way to bring the blessing of God into , 
the Ch'lrch--either in Cor;nth, or in Portland. 

! 
I , 
I 
i 
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PAUL ::'PEAKc) N:i A FATHEH 
] Cor . 1, : ] /,-21 

Intra : 1'1l 8 epi stle of 1 Cor; nt.hi ans i s  an epi stle d eali nr; 
",i th probl ems--church orob] ems . As ",e come to the end 

of chapt",r Ie, thi s m01"n; nr" ",'" r.Om8 to t"le end of Hhat he haB 
to Fay ahOll.t th8 fj rft problem : the probJ em of djvj 8 j  (:n8 . 
Ann yet i t  i t  not qui t.e 1"i o;ht to say onl y  tloat. j t, j s j',st t''18 
fi 1"f't of tll e problem,, ; i t  i s  V'8 .2ll£ orobl em "'h i ch � to 
have 11�An Y'eEpon � d b] A  for DrodlJcinr.: t,'be others . Th i s  i f'  E'een , 
not on] y hy t" hat the Apost.le ras sai d about cl ivi "i  on s ,  but a] so 
from t,loe facts that tlo i s  comes fjrst, and Paul deal" ",i tlo H. 
at s1lch len"th . 

S o  V1e t.rouble "Ihi ch divi "j ons can cause should never be under
esti mated . 

The eli  vi si  ons se8m to lwv8 started over t.he exal tati on of 
certain men. P3ul ",as one of them--although thi s ",as certai nly 
not ;Ihat he ",anted . But i t  had led to di visi ons over ho", the 
city of C ori nth "TaS to be reach Ad Hi th t.he GORpel, ",hat t.he 
message Sh011Jd be , and ",l]o was best qualified to be the chi ef 
evan,,?el i s t .  

One by one Paul l]as been forced to deal ",i th the vari ous aspecu 
of the problem . 

Here in chapter 4 \.1e have him speaking i n  three different 
capaci ties : 

( 1 )  A s  a m i n i der o f  Chri d ,  and a steward of t',e mysteries 
of God (v'! . 1-8) . 

( 2 )  As an apostle (vv. 9-13 ) . 
( 3 )  As a fat.her , i .  e . ,  as the Rpi ri  t.ual father of most of 

those j n  C:: orj ntl, . He 1.faS the one God had used to brj ng 
tloem the Gospel for t.hR first the . 

Thi s morni TIl'( ",e ",ant t.o ] oak at. ,{hat he has to say ,;g: £ fatloer . 

I ",ould like for you to see that he presents h impelf as th e  
:3pi ri tua] fatl]er, or fat.h er i n  th8 fai th , of the Cori nt.h i ans 
i n  three roles ; 

(1 )  Fint. \.1e see t." e father as  !:! t.eacher (;, : 1/" 15 ) . 
( 2 )  c' econdJy, t.he fath er M.. 'f!l example (J, : l{" ] 7) . 
( 3 )  F i nally, the fat.her M.. '.i di sci pli narj an (I, : lP-21 ) .  

Eefore "Ie look at aael] of these , let us consider ho", Paul \.las 
thei 1" father j n the fai th . Not.i ce v .  1 5b ,  "For i n  Crr; st 
Jesus I have beeotten you thr01le'1 the gospel . "  

He all should kno", that tl]ere i s  only one Hay ",e can eet i nto 
t.he famHy of God ; t.hat i s  by bej ng born again .  Hhen 1{e re-



�ej ve t.he Lord .J en,,; Chd st. a� Savi our we are bor'n i nto the 
famny of God . John makes this clear i n  the Gospel wh j ch 
bears h i s  name , chapter 1 ,  vv. 12, 13 : 

"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God (Gk . , chHdren ) , even to them that 
beli eve on h i s  name : Hh j ch Here born , not of blood, nOr 
of the ,Ji ll of the flesh, nor of the wi n of man , but of 
God. I I  

The only Hay you can become A chi l d  of God i s  by bej ng born of 
Ood, and the only way y01J can b e  born of God j s by rece i vj ng 
Jesus Chri st as your pers onal S avi our . 

If Jesus Chri st is not. your Savi our, t.hen you are not a chi Id 
of God . 

Not;)' , i.n bri nging us to Fj mFp.] :f ,  God -work8 in a very spe c i al 
way. You have thi s i n  J Cor . ," : I � .  

( 1 )  Some per�on, or person§. ,  comes to you wj th a mecsa�e . 
( ;:»  Tbat. message i s  the G08pel--how Chri st il i ed for your 

s in s ,  and t.hat He Has rai sen ar;ai n from the dead--that 
b�r rece j v i nl! Hj m you can be a c}1 j ld of God . 

( :� )  I t.  j s  the Lord who does t.he savi nI!, . I do not understand 
aJ] that j s  j nvolved i n  the new bi rth, ho" the Lord does 
j t--hnt r do not n8ed t o .  r meet th e condHj ons ; He 
does the Hark . 

As far &8 tre Corj ntr, j ans were concerned , Pau1 couJ d say, IIFor 
in Chri st Jesus I have begotten you through the Gospel . "  Paul 
,TaS the messenger, the GORpel ,laS the message , and " Christ. 
Jesus" l,oJas the Saviour ! 

S o ,  because of thj. s ,  he was their spirj tual father , the one who 
had led tLem to Chris t .  

You Chrj sti ans have the same reletions h i p  t o  anyone you have 
led to a knoHledge of tria Savj.our . And thj s was tr1E� reason for 
Paul ' s  great concern. You are naturally goj ng to be ",are 
concerned about your mile chiJ dren than you are about anyone 
e l s e ' s  ch ildren . 

What roles does a father have? Noti ce : 

1 .  THE FATHER AS A TEACHER ( ] C or .  L, : H ,  15) . 
Paul uses an i l l ustratj on here t)'at we had i n  Gal . t : 1-7. 
It concerned j n 8trrrcters , th8 pedagoQ'ue s ,  theE'e servants 
i n  a famHy who were r;jven the task of traj n i ng the 
cl� j J (l.ren menta.J J y anrl moraJ J y .  A ltrough the taFk was the 
pedar,or.;ne ' s ,  tre real j nterest i n  s eej n g  trat t.l:e j ob was 
don e .,.,raJ. J. vla.S the f& tl-'er 1 8 • Paul brh·' R;E' tJ'j f' j n to j ]  ] 118-
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tr8 ti on to :"h Ol' Hhy, o ltJiour,h he i s  not tr:rj nr, to ",hame 
them ( j . 13 . ,  to overwh, eJ m thAr.l "d th r:1j pcouragAJT1f:mt by turn
j nO' them aP.'ainst th8meelves ) ,  yet he j s  tryj ng t.o � 
them ( L e . ,  t.o loring � t.rut.h t.o thei r minds ) . 

Pau] had not. sai d the thi ngs he  had said because he was 
j ea] rUG of Apollos or of Pet.er , but. because he ,;as thej l' 
ratl' er i n  the faith , rerd ndjnp; them of tle·" �Iord of God , 
be0ause "e ,mnt.ed them doctri nal1y and j n prClctj cal exper
i ence to be r,roH:i ng j n the Lord . 

As tI'eir fat)' er , he feIt a solemn responsjbnjt.y to be 
th e i r  teacher . 

II . THE FATTIER AS AN EXAHPLE (1  Cor . 4 : Ih , 17) . 

The evidence of Paul ' s  concern i s  seen not. just i n  his 
talk ,  but als o  in bis walk--hi s daiIy l j ving . 

H!1at a \.,onderful trJ ne: Hl1en a father can say to 1-: ;  � chi ld
ren, Be imitators of � .  Paul repeats th j s  in 1 Cor . 11 : 1 .  
Thj s i s  Hher8 s o  much of our teach i ng fai ls . Our children 
here t.he Hords , but they do not see the i llustration. 

Our lord lived according to this pri nciple . After ,Jas h i ng 
t.hA di[:cjples feet He s[dd. ,  "For J huve given you an 
example , t.hat ye Fhould do as I have done to you" ( J  ahn 
13 : 15 )  . 

\,)h i ] e  Paul would never dail1' perfect i on ,  yet doct.ri nal l y  
e nd pracU cal1y  he waf' fat.i pfj ed the.t. h "  waf ,.,aJ ki nf; i n  
accord wj t1-- the ;,ford of God. To rer:d nd  thA Cor j nt1: :i ans , 
he ,,!a� send:i np,- Tj mot"hy, af1ot.her ch j J d  of Pan1 ' s  in the 
faith ( 1  T j m .  1 :2 ) ,  " ",l-W �haJ J rrjng �rou i nto :rAmprr:r-rance 
of l1'Y Hays 1-1hi.ch be i n  Ghri l3t , as I teach every Hhere i n  
every church . "  Paul cJ i d  not teach one tr i ng i n  Cori nth , 
and somet� 5 nR Al�e ot.J.-er places . He taup;ht, thp. same th::1,ng 
everY1-I1, 8re . 

Let me ca]] your attention to the ",ord , ways , before we 
go on to our ] ast point . 

EO' " ways" Paul means not only !:! course of conduct, but 
hOH he th ought about thj ngs , hOH he felt about thi ngs , and 
h ow he made his de c i s i ons ! 

The B i ble does not f,ive the specinc anSHer to every ques
tion we face , but it does f,i,ve ue the principles so that. 
,18 Hill have a basis for OUT dec; s i ons . You can see this 
manner of thinldnr, illustrat.ed agai n and agaj n in chs . l-L, . 



As a "pi r i tual fatl, ,"' , Paul t.auc:1-,t, t11p.m t,h" t.ruth ,  r e j o i ced 
when ot.hers t.au!,:ht t.hem the t.rut.h , but. he a] � o  back JJl! h j �  
�j m' N t.he � hA l i ved . 

III . TIlE FATHER AS A DISCIPLINARIAN (1 C or .  4 : 18-21 ) . 

No parent partj cularJy enj oys tr:ose times when i t  j s 
necessary to exercj se discipline . 

Ill . I read of a daught.er , probably h i  gh school age, who 
I-lent out. t.o baby- s i t  a three year old chi ] d .  That 
ch ild was s o  terrible , that when the babys itter went 

home she went i mmediat.ely t.o her own parents and 
apologi ?,ed to them for ever havi ng been three years 
old. 

Paul c1j d not clant. to exercise di s ci p] i ne . C f .  v .  2 1 .  

l-Ihy did they need it? V .  2 1  tells us . Tlley di d not. und er
st.and "t.he ki ngdom o f  God . "  

Paul I-Ias speald nc: o f  them as a fam:i ] y , and as a church (v . 
] '7) , d k '  d .illl.. l!.QJi as £ I n,, om. 

Hie o  i s  in the kingdom of God? 

As Paul use� t.he term "'ere he i s  speaking of ALL t.h e people 
of God . It. 8T'1_phapi zep the aut.h ori tv which God has over us . 
Tld " authori ty 10d J J  one day he ext.ended over al l t.e e earth ,  
hut rj e;ht now j t,  :i E'  a kj n�dom wh j ch j F  e8+.arJ i pr1ACl i n  the 
hearts of Ged ' s  pRop] e .  

But. hOI-l do you reveal thi s ? Cf , Luke 17:20,  21 .  I t.  i s  
not by your 11 speechll (the 8ame at 1 11.!Ordll ) , i .  e . ,  not just 
j n  WfJRt they say, h�t " j n powAr . "  C f . · J  C or .  2 : L� ;  1 The2 S . 
1 : 5 .  

They H8re " puffed up" Ii ke a pai r of b8110,ls , U:ere was a 
] at. of talk , but. lit.tle evidence of the t.ransi'ornd ng pNler 
of tJ,e Spi rit. of God . This leads to chapt.Ar 5 .  Paul is 
gain!? t.e t.el l t.hem there that. U, ere i s  sin t.he Church i s  .") '.) 
gui lty of , s j n  \.Jhi ch 1\ h:: not s o  much as na.med mnong the 
Gentiles" ! 

They 1msH t.he Lord, hut. i t  Has hard to t elJ it. when you 
looked at. the church i n  Corint.h. 

C onel : I s  such a. bdi ct.ment. ours t.oday? Is it pospihle t.hat. 
people ca.nnot hear 1,,,hat � sav as C!:rj sti ans because 

they are too con s c j ous of Hhat "18 � ?  \IJhat i s  needed? 
Spi r i tuaJ fat.hers VT�lO "dTJ.  teach , IjvA , and d i � � j p] lne , j f  DeCE'· 
s aary , and ch H dren Hho wi ] ]  fol] oH t,h e i r  eXfmpJ e .  


