
AN j,PCeru: IS Rl<:BUK'3 OF A DISGEACED ·jHUECH 
1 Cor. 5:1-5 . ','j .' ,-,J l ,:) '�T'-;- l ":2. ,�:_ '>-:_ I ;_" '7". tr"l!_ � f.· .r " 1'\( ... · 

Intra: This ,"orni.ng WA bAf(in tbe second main division of the 
epistle. In this chapter we really have tHO problems 

in .2.lli:: . As vou read it, .!2Y!X tr!A fj rst time you are first 
impressed ,dth the fact that t.here is a fornicator in the 
Church of Corjnth. But., £!£ YOU reread it., you he"jn to see 
t,hat t.he maJn jssue jn t.he chapt,er js the fact. that. the Church 
has done not.l'dn" ahout the other proh] em. 

"0, "'8 actually haye in cl1apter r, prohl",,! II? and probJe"! 1'3. 

I. TIlE ::,EInCUSNPSS OF T'lE 3ITUATJON (Y. 1). 

The evj dence "ras undenj ahle. TheI's was a member of the 
C orj ntbj an Church ,,,ho lla£ 1 j vjnp, j n si n ,Jj t.h a ",oman who 
js jdentjfied Edmply as IIh:if' fat!1er'e .,.dfe.1I 

The way t.hjs'is stated haf led many to the conClusion that 
this was not his mother, but. his step-mother. Paul could 
have used the word mother, but. t.here js also the possjhi]iiy 
that he speaks of the sHuati on in this ,my to show how 
deplorable the situation was. 

The man that Paul is talking about js certajnly a membBr 
of the Corinthian Church. Sjnce Paul gjyes no Hord of 
rebuke for the woman, He can assume from Some of the t hings 
],Ihich he says in the latter part of the chapter that the 
Homan Has not a Christian, not a hE'liever, and t.hat. pro
bably t.he man I s fat.ber Has not a Chri stian either. 

F'ur"t,herrr.ore, I see no reason for saying that the father 'VTas 
not still Ijving. 

A look into HebrAw and Roman backf(rounils Hould lead us to 
believe also that they "erA not lef(a] ly marrjed. Lev. 18 
tells us ,,,hat. Gail had had t.o Fay about puch t.hjnps, and 
P011an laH al"o prohjbit.ed Fuch a narria".e. 

Taki nf' all of thes", facts and goi nO" back t.o v. 1 He noti ce 
the t,,·JO tt d ngs Hhich Pau] ha:= to say about, thj p: 

(1) lilt, js reported commonly," that. jf:, thflre is no 
douht but that tris ri tuation Axists in the life of 
one of the memhers of the Church. 

(2) Pa',l ",ants them to komI t.hat t.his is "ucr a ilef(raded 
1'13] atj onshi p that j t. j s aet.ua 11y looked dmm on by 
unrfl ,�enerate Gf:rrti 18s, C'rentj If:!s "lho make no profeE'
sinn of bajng Chrj�tjan. 

It would be one thing to make a statement like t.his today, 
and yet quit.o another to have made it in the first. century. 



h) " 

f"G rloral backf',ronnd of fa many or the peop le Paul reached Hi th 
the GOFpel Has depraved beyond descd pb on. Note, for example, 
what he wrHel3 jn 1 Cor. h:9-1l. 

It would take a lot t.o shock them. In t erns of our stanc1arc113 
t.oday, t.hey had practical.ly none. M-!D BT PAUL lIHITES TO TELL 
THE"! THAT THE SIN THAT HAS IN THE COEINTHIAN CTlUl{CH HAD SHOCK
ED THE HEATHEN WORLD! 

The Lord had established a cburch jn Corinth t.hat, through the 
Ijves of the saints there , the rest of the people jn Corinth 
mjght be able to see the transforming pO;l8r of the Gospel. 
It is to tbe Codnthians that P aul writes, "Therefore if any 
man he in Ol,dst • •  '," (2 Cor. 5:17). 

Could anythjng possibly empha sjze to a greater de<;ree the 
seriouenAsE' of the condjtjons 'vhi'21J Paul haE been descrjbj,ng 
in �hs. J-�? He � £..Q jncljned to cataJop'�. No one ever 
seems to be too exercjsed ahout djvisions jn the church. And 
yet out of this came the grossest kjnd of sin . l:i11en the 
church began to p.;lory jn men, to live ]jke P1en (3 : 3)--carnal, 
to be 1 j ftAO up \-rHh prj dA against each other, this opened the 
cloor for prohlems they never thonccht that t.hey HouJd cave! 

The Lord .Jesus sain in IIj:: Fermon on the ).tount, IIIf, tr'erefore , 
the Ij"ht. teat j" in t.hee he darknese, hOH great jp that. dark
�!" . (l1at.t. I' :23). 

In his Ephesian "piet,le Panl Hrote, "Put fornication, end all 
u.TIcleanness, or covetouer..8ET, ] et j t not be onCR named a!TJong 
you, Q£ becomRtrl f,aintsll (r.ph. 5:3). 

Hhat a lesson for us! As Paul said to the Galatjans, "Be not 
decr::dved, God je not mocked, for 1-1hatever R man SQitJeth, that 
shall he a1eo reap. For he that soweth to bIs flesh sba11 of 
the flesh reap corrupt jon • • •  " (Oal. (':7, i'a) --and t'oat is 
just exactly what t.he Corinthians had been doing: sowing to 
th" flesh! 

Oh, hOH He need to be ",JJking wH,h the Lord because it is not 
beyond the realm of possibilHy today that the "orld can be 
SHOCKED by Hh at H sees in th" Church. It has happened mRny 
times hefore. 

But let us go on to v. 2 and eee 

II. THE TRAGIC STATE W AlcFAIRS IN THE CHURCH (v. 2). 

By thp. \lee of the \.lords, "puffed np,1I c1,. 5 js Ijnked vdthout 

any que�tj on to ch. I, and t.hat w\,j c h  Paul had he en 8ayj ng about 
divjsjons. 



"Puffed up." 

Listen to some of t,hp proverhs of the OT. 
�ometo, toen cometh �hame" (Prov. J 1 ::Oa). 
cOfTleth conteJ1t:ionll (Prov. J3:JOa) . nprjo.e 
r1��trlJctjon, Rnr1 B raur.;h+JY 8pjrit hf!fore a 
Jh:}p). 

"V/hen prlde 
"OnJy by pride 
,"oeth hefore 
fa]}" (Prov. 

He cannot say t.hat Gorl has not warnp d us in Hj fHaI'd. 
It. is more djff;cuH for me to det.ect pdde in my own 
heart than it is to see jt any place else, but V,S Hard of 
God makes it very cJear that Drj d p .£:!'ill ruj n �. 

Eitl<er thAir pdde had so blinded them to the sin that 1.as 
:i n thej I' midst., or it had rendAren them sphitually i ncap
a1-,le of deali ng "dth t.he sin--whatever it. Has, nothjnr, l'ar1 
been done. TllIS IS Tim i'1AIN POINT OF THE ,mOLE CHAPTER. 
Paul is not so much rebuking the fornicator as he js T8-
bu:<:ing t.he church for not dealinr, 1,Iith t he fornicator! 

To be specina Paul says, !lYe • • •  have not rather 
mourned. " 

He,at does he mean? 

A Greek scholar has said that. the tense of t.'18 verb here 
"cannot merely designat.e a feeljJ1g of"inward grief. It 
shm!s that Paul is thjnk:inC( of a posjt,jve, solemn deed, 
of Fometh:ing Jjkp. a day of repentance and fasting, on 
which the uhole Ch urch befbre the Lord deplored the 
scannal committed, and cried to Hjm t,Q brim:; jt, to an And" 
(Godet, I, 2L2). 

,r�at \;ou1d be the ohject? 

IIThat he m:i 9;ht. be taken m:.lay. II 

Th:is is not excommunicatjon. So far as we know this ex
pression Has never used to describe excoInmlmication. That 
co�pS :in vv. 7, ]?b. 

j,.fhat. Paul l-Jas reference to here i.s an act of God! T�-at 
becomes cJ ea r jn vv. '?-5. A� usual, Pau] places t,he Fork 
of God before the "fOr1, of t)'e church. 

Hhat does he have in mind. Notj.ce in vv. 3-5 hOI, he point.s 
out. 

III. THE ACTICN HHICH THE CHURCH SHOULD TAKE ( vv. 3-5). 

Here 1,Ie need the back ground of our Lord 1 S words in ;'lat.t. 
le:l5-20. IT SEE;,lS TrIAT IT 1;]CULD EE SAFE TO i12EUH8 Ti{AT 
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IiT V-�liST T�[:: FILE''l' ::"�T[�PS CF HATT. 12:15-20 H.i�D BE:EN TAKEN, 
BUT HITHOUT f,UCCESS. HOHEVER, THE CHURCH HAD FAILED TO DO 
THE BmDIITC HHICH THE LORD HAD SPOKEN OF. 

This may have been authorHy designated especially to the 
Apostles. In any event Paul makes it very clear that he 

. knew the act; on "hi ch need to be taken (v. 3). Hhat � 
H? 

"To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destrucUon of 
the flesh" (v. 5a ) . 

Hhat does this mean? 

It cannot 1!illiill: 
-(JJ The eradicat.ion of his old sinful, fleshly nature, 

hecause there is no "nch teach :i n thA Hard of God. 
Besj des Satan would have no part j n such a thinr; 
even j r he could. 

(2) Nor does H mean the annj},; lati on of t.hjs man I S 
hody so that only hi s sri rit wj]] survive. Paul 
jn 1 Cor. 15 makes it very clear t hat the reSllrrec
ti.on inc]ud8s thA hody. 

. 

No, 1>lhat Paul is tal king ahout J,ere is physi cal death. 

Let. me 
(1) 
(2) 

ci te two HJ ustra tions : 
] Cor. 11:29, 30. 
Thp. story of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5:1-11. 
Peter ECUND them t.o thejr sin, and phYEical death 
waE the judv,m8nt. 

Vlhy physical death? "That the spirit may he saved jn the 
day of the Lord Jesus." 

Paul dOGS not mGan that unless this man is stopped by 
death that he "HI lope his salvation, but he does mean 
that the Hay he is using his body is having a ruinouR 
effect up"n hi s rpi ri t, and that that. ruj n ,muld beco"!e 
"bvjous by the kjnd of salvation Paul is talking about in 
1 Cor. 3:]5. ]Bvir1Antly the man involved jn this sin had 
beem prominent in the leadp.rship of the Corinthian Church, 
al'd everyday he Ii ved he \·ras doing !'lore and ['lore damage to 
his spj rit. 

Therefore, Paul, speaking as an apostle says t.hat it is 
better for hjm to ro on to heavenJ and you had better ask 
the Lord to take him home. 

1dhat. right did U·.ey have t.o do such a t.!;ing? (I am not. 
sayi ng tl'at thi sis our ri v,ht today.) It. ",aE "in t.he name 
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of our Lord Jesus1t (CI�rist if: omjtte d jn thA lies t J',r:��), 
that is loy Hi s authod ty, loy the authod ty of t.he Hord 
(Hatt. JP:15-20), and "l..dth the pOvJAT of the Lord Jesus" 
(Chr1pt js orrdtted agajn j-r the test 1'1[�2). Satan can do 
not.hinr, 1d;t,"",01lt the autnod ty of tne Son of God, but Hith 
that authori ty he, Satan the ailve rs ary , is often responsible 
for ph ysical illness anil physical death. 
Gf. the story of Job, or the Homa n Hhom Satan had bound 
Hith disease for ei"hteen years i n  Luke 13:11'" and even 
Paul's thorn in the flesh, "the messFmger of S atan to 
buffet" h :i m (2 Cor. 12:7). 

fonel: \fuat a solemn pas sage of Scripture thi,s is! 11ay it 
como to us this morning as a Harning that He cannot 

p lay 1.lith sin. The Horld may defy the Hord of God, but God 
Hill not let JIj s children do it. 

Let me close Hith an ilJustration. 

Earlier in my m inistry I kneH a young man "ho came to Christ 
tcrol1;:;h ",reat suffering. LIe did not attend my church, but 
I had the opportunity to get acquainted "ith him. There "as 
:TIuch 8viilence in his life that he loved the Lord. He HouJd 
read the Hord every spare minute he had, and he enjoyed the 
fellmlship of the peop] e in hi s ch urch 0 

Then somethinr; happened. 

lie became infatuated ,d t.h another man's "ife, and she HJ th 
him. TT1e at.t.:itude to"8.rd the Lord, t.o"ard the ' .. lord, and tOHard 
hj 8 Crri pt:; an frj Rnd:: nnclen.Jent almoet a (!orr:plet.e rev8TPal. 
He vI a:? not marrjed, hut t,l1e i-IOman 1 F 110me 1,.,rent, on tl-,B rocks 
beca1]�e of hi.m--and a d:ivorce Ha� :in t!1e makin�. 

Before the dj,vorce vlaS �ranted, 
"'if A start.ed to live too-ether. 
fr; Fmils 1·lh" p1e:ided ;d t,h him t.o 

thjp man and the ot1:'9r mants 
He H01Jld not. J i pten to hi s 
cl-)anp;e. 

One day ",hen t.he fMO of them "",rA in the house t.o�et.her, he 
was in one room; Ehc i n another.- She '\.Jent :int.o tIle room Hhere 
he ,TaS and to her ut.t.er amaZAI".Ant she found hil'l dead. He had 
not taken his li fe; he had just died. 

Later on, his past.or commenting on this said ( and I "ill not 
use his rj ,ght na:ne; let f'18 call him, Bob), lilt was just as 
thO'Ir,h the Lord had sa:id, Bob, I al'l just not. goinr: t.o let yon 
do this. You are coming to heaven "ith He." 

e"l, dear Christian, j f you happen to be playinG' ",it]1 any sj n, 
Hi11 you heed the ,mrnjnG' of t.he Hard of God thjs morning? 
Turn to Him ,rj thout del ay. "It j s a rearfuJ t.hj nO' t.o fall j nto 
t.he hands of the li vi ng God" (Heb. 10:31). 



THE CI1Ur�0H loS NS:SD FOR CIEArr0IhG 
1 Cor . 5:(,-13 

Intra: He have been learni ng for severa] "eeks that the Corin
thj an Church "as � djvi (led church . Paul treats this 

subj ect in chapters 1-4. 
Last S unday I am sure that many of us responded in the SaIne 
Hay that others have responded in reading ths epistle--lLiJJ:.! 
conetbini' like startled unbelief! It "as al",ost Ijke Paul is 
saying, "If YOH do not b 8ljeve that djvjsjons can be dangerous, 
look at "hat is going on right in your OHn fellmlship!" There 
"as a man in the Corinth; an Church ],Iho "as guJ 1 ty of a ki nd of 
fornicati on that had sbocked 8ven non-Christ jan Corint" jans. 
It was " not so much at: naI'1ed among t.he Gentjles. 1I 

He make::: it ver;!' c] Af.l.J' that. the man vJho j 13 !J'1J.i J t.y :i f' j n very 
great nan�e't' of E'uff'erj n,n; phy:::� ca] neat.h r::IE' a jUO!;!:IAnt f'Y'0m 
God. Tt�j s :i � thA empha�ds in vv. ] -5. 

I n 'IV. 1',-13 1,8 .proceeds t.o teJ] tbe Chure!' Hhat she ,"ust do 
about this. It is finally stat.eil at the end of the chapter : 
lITherefore rut aHa;! from amc-n,C:; Y011rf'0JvPf t,1-.at. ,·dck.ed perE'onll 
(1 Cor. 5 :Db) • 

HOHever, before he gets to that he speaks ilirectly to the 
Church. And he th:� nlcing gaGs along this line; "You need to 
get rid of 'that "jcked perron,' to be sure, but I "ant you 
to knm-I that there � £.2!!l§ other thj ngs that you need to do 
or you 1"d 1J contj n1l8 to have +,he same kind of probJer:Is , .2r 
JiQ!1&! 11 

The heart-searchjn;� tluestjon he asks js jn v. (�b, IIKnow ye 
not" ( Le., do you need S omeone to tell you) "that a IHtle 
leaven leaveneth the Hhole lump?" It sho'Jld not take a Jetter 
from him to teach them that! 

Leaven in tte Bible j� a]I.JaYs a type of sin. The influence of 
sjn js l jkened to t.l[e effect. that. leaven, or yeast , }ias on 
dough "hich is t.o be put in the oven and baked. It takes very 
1 j tt.l e J eaven in compar; son "Hh t.he dough for all of it to . 
be affRcted by it. · The "omen "au] d kn01-I that. from thei I' bakj ng. 

1\11 people should kno" thjs from experjence . And, of cOllrse, 

anyone ,,,ho reads the BJr] e ,,,I] J Pi nil abundant eve; dence of it 

thAre. 

YOl� put, :::;jn and rjerhteonenp.£f toqet,}' er jn t,hJs world for pro-
10nr,en perJ ods and i nRvi tab] y the p i nfl'] person "j] J pull clO'ln 
the rJ f'.bteo1Js one. And" a J j ttl R ] eaven," .iupt, on8 perum 

1ivjnfS :in sin, has ths potent,jal to Elffect the testir.lOny of a 
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wlwIe c'111rch! 

Therefore, a Church and every indivinua1 in t.r,e Ch urch mUEt 
be cereful about condordng, or Axc1J:=5T1G, or pr&,ctjcj ng �dn j n  
any form. 

let us notice how Panl develops this. 

I cal] your attentjon to the expresf:ion jn v. �: "not good." 

The Greek idea of !"ood Hj-;ich is carrIed into the NT is des
crH)ed by Arc hbi shop Trench as "th e harmon; ('Us completeness, 
the bala.nce

. 

' prop orti on, and I�easnre of all tree parts with one 
another" (p. 389). 

Ill. This past summer He made a tri p around the US for the 

Plarri age of our tHO sons. Before we left He had an 
ah' condi tioner instaJ.]ed in our car because of the hot Heather 
we expected to go thrcl1J.gh aOl . .Jn through the SOllth and jn the 
Eastern S tates . TtHlt air cOf1(lj t,j onpI' l,.lOrken fine until ,·,e 
left Ne", York and started toward Pittsburgh. Then J noticed 
a st.range noise in i t every time I turned it on. J knew that 
somethinp; ",as ",rong, but J didn ' t knml what it was. I stopped 
in one to,m, but nO one could help me. The morni nf:; we ] eft 
PittEhnrgh I told J"y '.·IFe and Gary teat. I 'JaS [(oj np; t.o £,i nd 
out. w'::at was >!rong. J looked up t.he na"18 of a deal'?r, ann 
wert over to Fee him. \1hen r explained t.he treuble end de1'
cribed the noise, tie p;ot a very knmdng expression on hIs 
face, ;Tent to get a pair "f pliers, and "ot. in unner my dash 
hoard. lift.er crecldng it, momentarily, he rear-hed in 1,dth 
t':ose pli

·
er", anCi heo:an to pul] aT'd pull. cuddenly For:tet.hjng 

ca"1" 100se, and getti ng out of the car he r. cld up a plas tic 
case fer a pui.r of "JaFses t,hat. had been sucked into the fan 
of +,119 aj �condj_ t,j oner--and t}d � W8.� cauej ng my trouhle. II 
}:!.@:.§ I'not good" for � to be jn there beCaUf'8 it djd not 
helong in there. enGe it. "as out, the ai r condH.i oner Horked 
perfectly. 

Now this Is t.he point. �'ometjrnes thi ngs get int.o the lives 
of Christi ans, and they do not ",ork right! That is "hat Paul 
ip talking about j.rl thjs passage. Let us notice the trd ngs 
which he says are "not good," and notice also t.he relatjonshin, 
the progressjon, tha.t is apparent as he � from one thi ng 

to a"other. There ill::i2 three of them. 

I. "YOUR GLORYING IS NOT GOOD" (1 Cor. 5:6a). 

To glory is t.o boast, to be prcuc1·of somethjno:. It is 
pOf'Ed"ble to e;lory jn the rjr:;ht way, bnt jt, js also pll�fdble 
to p;lory in the "ronp; way. HHAT HERE THE CORHTTllTM1f, AS 
A lIHC'LE GLORYTm IN? 

Cf. 1:29; 3:21; 1,.:7. They"ere r:loryjng in men. They had 



for,o:ot.ten that it "as "I" t .. ten , "He t·h"t alOr'l' eth let '· , " • . � � "  ... , � . , IJ m 
?;lO';:y jn the Lord" (1 Cor. 1:31, quoted from Jer. 9:24:1 

To the Galatians he wrote , "13e not deceived; God js not 
mocked : for "hat.soAver a man sQ1;!eth, that sha] ] he a] so 
reap. F'or he thAt pO"!9th to hi s flAsh sral] of t.he flesh 
reap corrupt'; on " (Gal. h: 7, f'a) • 

The C"ureh t.hat exa1 t.s men, t.hat. rl ori es in her leaders 
instead of e:loryj np in the I.ord, j s a Church that is headed 
for trouble, and it can be DKf<:P trouble! 

ide can tllank God for t110se vT�O are a b18ef'j n� to us, but 
al'to,a;'{s rCP"!8J11ber that vr'renever there is bJeff'cjng, jt ali-Jays 
� from GOD! Cf. 1 Cor. 3:7. 

H'oen a C",ureh glories in men it 'oas something in it "Ihich 
does not belone;, somethine: ",hich is "not good." 

II. "THE OLD LEAVEN" IS "NOT GlOD." Cf. 1 Cor. 5 :  7, 8. 

The backrround of these hlO verses is Exodus l2--the 
Passover Lamb, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. If you 
are famHj ar "Ii th that story (and notice agai n the impor
tance of t.he or), you ",El rerlember that. for � days 
after the PaGsover t�8y "JeTe not to have any leaven j n 
thnir homes ; they � to eat only unleavened bread. 

It. meant that. the redecrled people of Israel ',Jere to be a 
'1oly people. TJ.,ey Here to be djfferent. And nn", Paul telJs 
us that that Paspover Lamb "JaS a type of C"rist , and that 
sjnce !-lc han been s[l-crj fj ced for us, � "� unleavened . II 
Cf. 2 Cor. 5:17. 

�)0 WA are no ]onr,:p.T to he chaTactcrj 7,ed by "ma1:i ce" and 
,dckedne8s." T1']e first of these ,"ords speaks havi n l': an 
Avil att,jt,llde, whj]e the Eecond E'peaks of Dub-mra act� 

of sj n. By t.he fJ rst , ,,,e become to] erant of dn; hy the 
�e0ond, He partj cj pate jyl jt, and excuse j,t. 

TNSTf'.AD, He aI''' to have j n onr ]j ves "s i nceri ty and truth." 
1I[;jnr.er:it,;,rlt :is a Hord wl]]ch t,jeE' rjght :in w:ith the expres
siol), "not Gooe]." It oP13cr:ibes vlhat. a woman "dJJ do when 
she puts her flour throlJr:h a sieve to Plake SUTe t}.at there 
are no lUrrlps, nor R.ny foreiF(n pubstance , j n tJ18 fJ our-
anything that. Bhollld not be there. "Truth" means that the 
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:i n"H".iT'cl state of a pel'EOr' f :1 j fe j I? hrour!�.t j nto conformj ty 
,dth the truth, i.e., the Hard of God. Cf. John 17:17. 

So, if you and I are barborjn,g ejns ",hich are contrary to 
the Hard of God, we can only expect trouhle. 

Notjce the advance that. we have ",ade between v. 6 and vv. 7, 8. 
If you displease God by reepRct.able sins, you are opening your
self up for sins that. are not so respect.able. 

Them, t.bjs leads t. o  our final point. 

III. CCNSTANT FELLOWSHIP HITH THOSE WHO ARE LIVING IN SIN IS 
"NOT GOOD"-;"WHETHER THEY BE NON-CHRISTIANS, OR CHRISTIANS 
(1 Cor. 5:9-13a). 

I,et. me be clear on one pojnt.. Paul is not. saying t.hat a 
Christian shouJd have a hoJjer-than-thou at.tH.ude. HE 
IS SAYHJG T l!AT HE ARE NCT TO IillEP COHPAtTy (vv. '), ll ) 
I,d th forni cat.ors, t.he COV8t.OUS, extortioners, i dolat.ers, 
raners, or drunkards. By t.his he ",eans that., according, 
to the Gk verb, we .are not. to 1'1jnpJe with aqain and af'ain 
th<'1 people whose Ijves can b8 charact<eri zed by t.hese t.erms. 
"�TH.h such an one no not to eat." (v. JIb). 

He js not Eaying that. you cannot. take an unsavAd perEon 
to lunch, n'or is he sayi nq that. you cannot. have an unsaved 
person, or a hackelidden Chrjl?tian, jnto yonI' home for 
dinner . HEAT rm IS SAYING IS THAT PEOPLE Ulill THIS ARE NOT 
TO BE YOUR BEST FRI1IHDS! THEY ARE NOT TO BE THE PEC'PLE 
THAT YOU RUN !lHOUND vITTH, TilE F!lC'PLE THAT YOU SPEND l'lOST OF 
YOUR TIlvJE IUTH. 

If you do, you are courting tronble . 

But, s omeone wHl all1ays say, shonld a Christian not. be 
st.ron" eno1lgh so t.hat.,whatever he does, it will not bother 
him? 

Let 1'1e ask you a quest; on. �iHERE DO YOU GET THAT IDl',A IN 
THS SCRIPTURF,s? You cannot find it there. It is not in 
there. Instead, Panl, in his most 'oature years, in the 
last epistle he Hrote ;Ih:; ch be] onged to the ,lord of God he 
tol d Tb.othy, "Flee youthful lusts" (2 Tim. 2 :22). He did 
not encourage Tjmothy by saying, 'IBe careful not,!, but the 
day will C01:1e ]·,hen you do not. loave to be concorn"d about 
sin." NO, YCll HILL FSV'CH FUID M!YTJ.TING LIKE T!lAT IN T1-!E 
BIm,!': • 

111. The snake charmer who did all kinds of tricks wIth 
a raj sonovs snake, c] jP'la-:d ng ",-j th a ki ss on hj s 
tongue. One day Hhen he came to this final act, the 
snake suddenJy rulJed back and burjed his deadly 
fanp;s jn llj,fj master'f tongue. 
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SIn is like the.t. It i.s deadl y, and "fe ca n act Eke t.he 
",ast er for alan,.; t.ime, a nd t.hen FuddenJy \ole learn "fl'at t.he 
Ikrd of God t.ee.c)'es--that si n is the maEter, e.rd I am t.he 
servant. 

['�, ho\>! He a] J, young and oJ d, JlABd t.o revlar8 of +J�e 
t.ranquJ1izing effe ct. of ojn, and the t.ragedy teat. sin 
aJ 1'lays brj ngs:. 

Cone] : Hhat tAtte r pJacfJ to 8fT'phapjzA thjp r:1ef?::;a:-;e than at 
the Lord's t.al-,l,,! Hbenever I am t.enpted t.o mini·nize 

�dn and jts effects, Jet me go back t o my Bjble and read what 
it. says aeout. my Saviour and His d'lath on the Cross. And I am 
very sure that the Lord had us remember Him in thi s way that 
\ole rdE;ht never get a\olay from the deadly character of sin. It 
took His comjng and His d9ath to set us free ; hoy! can \{8 ever 
treat sin ]j "btly? 



Lj,\k un,,: AND THE PECPLE OF GOD 
1 Cor. 6:1-2 

Intro: Thjs mornjnq: we <"!or!1e to prohlp.m -J.U. in the r.orjnttjan" 
Church. 

Tl-18 fi rst (and the parent of all of th, other prob] ems) was 
tl-: P dj vj rj one (chs. l-l.). The recond Has V-A jmrwralj tv 08S
crited in ch. 5. 

1:he � is t"A prohlem of t,re pAopl e of God ,",oing to law 
aqcdnpt each. .9.tb.£r. 

As in ch. 5, so here jn ch. (, Paul sear.l::: to "he ta1kjng about a 
parti cular incident. of wrongdoing in t.he Cod ntt:ian Church. 
I n  tr�Tjng to put the detaj]s top;ether, He car. come up 1,II'jth 
somet.hing ljke this: 

(1) The problem hwolved money, or, at J east., somet.hi ne 
whi ch had some monetary value. 

(2) THO belj evers in t,Le Cor:i nthian Chllrch had had some 
dealinG ,dtb each other, and one had cheated t10e ot.hAr 
out of sometbing Hhich was ri ghtful1y his. 

(3) The bel.i ever Hho had suffered the loss had taken his 
fel1ovT-Chrj stian to a Ronan court , and there the \-Ihole 
11(',ly thing ,Tas hei np; ai red before people Hho Here not 
Chr:il'tians, but "Tho kneH that t]:ese hID partIee ,Tere! 

(L�) FrOT:1 the conclusj. on of tl-lis pa8sage j t '.-!QuId S8em ttat 
the person Hho harl bAen wronged felt justifi ed ip seek
Ing comT'ensati on beyond '.,hat he had lost--and tr'at very 
probably he had ceen aHarded the addHional amount of 
money he was aft.er. 

It sounds very much ljke something that ;Ionld go on today, 
dOGS it not? 

:E·p.fore He seek tc: ] I?arn " That we can from tJdf: paFfage about, 
thG prj ncj ples ,Tl1j cl1 P'm1 j s seeki ng to estah]; sh (or re-estab

] j 8l-j ) I,d V·� the Cor} ntrians, ] et 118 make a. reH obpervatj ons: 
(l) Paul if not saying Ulat a Chrjpt,jan Bhould not 1'0 to 

1 a,,;. Paul appAalerl to Ca e sar to protect hj S ri ghts 
(Act.s 25:11). He i s sayjn." teat. one (;hrid,jan shoul d 
not reo to Iml af',ainst anot.her Chris tian. 

(2) There are some thj nres Hri eh must be settled by 1m; whi ch 
w(Juld not fal] 5 nto t}1ir category, sl1ch as, dj vorce. 
Paul makes it very clem' i n ot.h,,,' passages ([(am. 13) 
that a C�;ristjan 1s respons1 hle to abjde by the Jaws of 
the reovernment under ,Th} ch he ljves. Eut Hhere he has 
ri ellts, he also has the prJvi] ege to choose b!OT to exer
cise those rights. 

(3) Paul is not speaking in a djspara�i n g Hay "hen he uses 
5nch words as, lithe unjustll (v. 1), and l1unbeJj evers" 
(v. 6). He j.s not sa;;dng that you Vlould not get a fair 
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trial in a Roman cOHl't (aHhough such a thing would 
surely be possible). When he uses the term "unjust" 
he sim.ply means that a judge who is not a Chd stian 
woul rl not necessarily be guided by the Imls of God, by 
the Word of God, and that it was tLe \-lord that should 
be used to settle disputes between believers. Hhen he 
speaks of "unbe]jevers" he simply means that he is 
talking about going to men for a judgement who have not 
believed in Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 

So he js not running dOvln the courts. He is not encQure.ging 
b,,1';'2veT's to [;8 1mlless. But l-Je is saying that a (jispute of 
this kind should have been settl"d by the Chd"tians themselves 
and not by the world. 

J n consi dering thi:;- very obvi ous fact, 'Ihat Elre the outd,and-
5ng prjncj. ples j n  thir:: pa.s�ar!,e Hrd ch has 0;ujded Pa.n] jn iJ:js 
matter? 

I. THE UNIQUE CHARACTER OF THE: CmmCH. 

YO]] cannot read the fjrct. five cl;apters of 1 Corinthians 
Hj t��:Ollt real j zjrg th.at t�,e C}illrch of Jesus Chrj Et j S some
thing very F pecia} t.o God, and to ChriFt., ancJ to the Ho]y 
Spjrjt. 

He Hn] reaI i ze this more and. more as we go through the 
epistJe. 

Here he calls them "saints"l 

I never Hill fcrget the man Hho first acquainted ",e with 
this term saints. I ;ras in high school at trle time and 
,·ras attendinG a conference where he \.,ras teachjng Hom1;lns. 
He had gotten down to Rom. 1:7, "To aJl that be in Rome, 
heloved of God, called to be saints"l As he read thj s he 
stopped and asked, IIEov.' many of you have over seen D. 
saint?" Saint.s in Home! The Homan Church has taught for 
hundreds of years that you have to be dead before you can 
be a saint , but in reading ROl'lans 1 I Has sure that Paul 
had in mind Living people! And sure cno1lF�h, this Bible 
teacher -then answered hjs own qlH�:3tjon, by r;uyjng, "If you 
have never seen a saint before, then look rj ght. at me. I 
am a saint!" 

And then he went on to explain. A saint j s not a spedal 
ki nd of a ehri stian. Everv Ch'i st.i an is � sai nt. Thi s is 
just a Bi b18 term Hh j eh is a sy-nenY'" for B chi J d of God. 
It has a specjal meanj np,. It j � one who, hecaUEA r.A j F a 
Cl-Jri sti an, ;rho is " set aport. for God, to be ,.2;f it were, 
excln::::jvl"'!Jy his" (Thayer, p.?T: Ar:d, her::ause you are a 
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8c:d nt, God AXpoctS yOlJ. to he d:i ffprent from ',frat you Here 
before Y01J became a G&.int. 

Palll �ays, "Dare any of you, II i. e., Are ",TaU not. afr[iJ d to 
� )TC'ur88lf to puch Q Jyjpt, t."e,t, you .!i.9uld take Q 
fel101·I-helj ever, Q fe] 1 Ol..J-c a -i_nt, t.o lav! before the unju�t, 
and not before the ::::ajnts?t! 

And thAn he co,mes back to hj s "KnOvl ;]8 notlt in vv. 2, 3, 
and 9. cr. 81:=-0 5:hb. They kp0H better; tr'ey had just 
forgotten. 

If the saints \Jill judr,e angels and the ,rorl d, should they 
not be quali fied to settle many of thE'; 1'. own affai 1'.5 so 
that it does not get before the "Iorld. 

'lave you ever noticed in the Hard of God hmr slo"l God is 
to expose the vrongdoing of His children? He "Iants us to 
be the same about each other. Cf. John 13:34, 35. 

Basic to this Hhole problem i s  a fact ,rhieh He must. not 
rrd ss. If lde \.fere Hi se about tr'e vay He get i nvol ved Hi th 
each other, not taking foolish dsks just because ve are 
both Christians, He HO'Jld avoid situations like this uhich 
can easDy arise. 

But there is another point here which may ha.ve contributed t.o 
this disgraceful sit.uati on. 

. 
II. it CHURCH HHICH NtCEDT'll TO EXF.R.CJSE DISCIPLINE \lAS m\E:TITUTE 

OF THE RIGHT KIND OF LEADE:r1S HIP. 

Cf. v. 5. Here a.re tHO very heart-rearchinv CJue�tions 
"\·thjch Pm)} B-e'kf' after ::::By:inG', "I f'ppak to your sl"�aJ:1e." 

Hhat l,appens "Ihen a church gets divided and carnal] ike 
tl18 Corjnthjan church had become? Hen ppt jnto p1ace :? of 
leadership Hho are not. �pjrit.nally pjjnded, men 1<1ho are 
'lot sati sfied to g:o l)y tloe l,lord of Goel, 'lien vho handle 
probl"m� ,lust li.ke t.hey Hould before they came t.o kno"r t.he 
Lord JeE'u:=: as Saviour. 

ThE') church bore her share of the responsibility because she 
could not produce one "lise man "'ho had the spiritual insil!,h; 
to kno\</ from the Vlord of God Hha.t should be done. 

Oh, how ",e need men today Hho \Jill give thernselves to the 
lIord of God so that the Spirit of God may !Oake the!O ,rise 
in the ",ays of the Lord. 

You can be leell1ly dght in doing: somethine, and yet abso
lutely ,rrong accordin", to t.he Hord of God. Hhy? Because 
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the testimony to t,hr-: HOl'J.rl if: n .. rrpcted, and becatlse .... re 
",mIl d rather do somflUdng ollrseJves rather than leave it 
in the Lord's hand s .  

C f .  Rom. 12 :17-21. 

Ttlis ant,jcipates my fjnal poi.nt thjs morning. 

III. UNRIGHrEOUSNESS IN SCHE OTHER BELIEVER NEVER JUSTIFIES 
UNRIGHrEOUSNESS IN HE. 

The ",orId states H thj s ",ay: THo ",ronS's .!l.!lY.§.I Plake � 
dght! 

r be]jeve in vv. 7, P Faul is tel l ing us Hhat thR out�oPle 
of t,l-;j s case he,d been. 

V. " means that tlce offl'mded broth AI' ",1,0 had ,,(one to court 
had won his cafe. 

,Then Paul says, "Ye do F1'Onz, 8nd defraud," he evi dent ly 
js jndic"tinr: t hat the offended one had sued for PlO1'e than 
he had lost and he had gotten ,J);at he had asked for. 

Therefore, hA no", is put in the some posit,j on spj rHually 
that t.he ot.her one had been :i n before ] egally and spidt.
ually. And so Faul says, "Ko", therefore there is utterly 
a fauJt aPlong you" (v. 7a ) . \,hat is "a fault"? It means, 
� loss. YOU HAVE I}ON THE elISE, BUT YOU HAVE ACTUALLY 
LeST! For the glory of God it Hould have been far better 
to have suffered the loss and to have left the outdome in 
the hands of God. 

Concl: Let me clOEe ,lith an illust.ration from the Hord of 
God. 

Do you renember tho story of Joseph--hmJ his brothers took 
adva.ntage of him and sold him as a slave into Egypt? Then do 
you remember ho", Potirlo ar ' S ",ife ]j ed ahout hjm, and he WIS 
trro"'n into prison? Then do you remember hm" th" hutler forgot 
him ana he had to srend an AxtrB. two yearf in prison? 

In,4usti ce characterized hi slife. 

How did J0r.eph reEpond? The mOFt won derfuJ :=:t.ory j� !;dven :in 
Gen. 50. See vv . 15, J9-?I--cnd notice that. he spoke "'ith 
tears! ! 

Hhat sr.o'.1J rJ ",e Iparn? He need to he very careful in aJ] of 
Ollr deB Ii Df!S--8Speci any "'ith other Chrj dians. But., jf 
trcllbJe does arj:::::e, we n8e� to f'f-!ek from t'b,e cl:1Jrch an uYl.der
star-dinr, of tee Hi] 1 of God, and the n do it. 'rhen it j s j n 
the hands of God. 
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Intra: 

verses 
9, 10. 

HEIRS OF GOD'S KINGD.GH 
I Gar. 6:9-11 

I have taken my subject this morning from an 
expression which is found twice in the three 

I would like to consider with you. The verses are 
It appears again in 1 Cor. 15:50. 

A very similar passage is found in Gal. 5:19-21. 

Hhat does it � ..££ inherit the kingdom of God? 

To inherit means !£ � into the possession of �
thing. In the Bible inheriting the kingdom of God is 
used to speak of the futur� full experience of our salva
tion. Gf. 1 Pet. 1:3-5, "Blessed be the Gael and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ , who, according to his abundant 
mercy , hath begot ten us aga in . . . II 

Our Lord , in speaking to Nicodemus , said , "Except a man 
be born again , he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 
3:3). 

So , there is no doubt but that it refers to salvation , 
and to the future completion of salvation. 

Now, this raises a question. 

Does this mean that we can never be assured of our salva
tion , that as long we live it will always he in---;]Quht? 

I want to be very clear and very emphatic in answering 
this question. 

HE CAN BE POSITIVELY SURE OF OUR SALVATION AND HE NEED 
HAVE NO DOUBTS ABOUT OUR ETERNAL DESTINY. Our Lord indi
cated to Nicodemus that, if he were born again , he would 
� the kingdom of God. The moment you receive the Lord 
Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour your eternal salva-
tion is guaranteed! W .. ..  ".". ..... �aK\'I"\ol·.\\ "'��Lc.o""'\c..� .. �Ti\ 
1.1 ... ...,. .. 1,0$.-1""'- � \.<wA . ........ .. 1" .. "\\"i ...... -t .. ..  -I"�a;"-. .. y i. e. ..... o\>;:\ .... I. 
The problem , however , is this: It is possible for a 
person to claim to be a Christian without having really 
trusted Christ as Saviour. This is what Paul � concerned 
about in the verses before � this morn:i.ng. It takes more 
tilan profession; there must be possession. 

And so--

I. HE RE-STATES A TRUTH (1 Cor. 6:9a). 

Approximately 10 times in 1 Corinthians Paul says , 
ItKnow ye not • . •  ?" This always points to something 
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which h e  had taug h t  them befor e  a nd which they shou ld 
have remember e d ,  but which apparent l y  they had for
g o tten. 

Whenever a Church has the troubles that the Corinthi� 
Church had , then this usua l l y  happens. The Gospel 
g e ts '"atered down , and the Church r o l ls begin to 
incilude those who do not know the Saviour . 

This had evident l y  ha ppened in Corinth . And so Pau l 
t e l ls them again that l ithe unrighteou s ,  II those 'who 
disr egard the divine standards of holy living wh i c h  
G o d  has p laced i n  His Hord , "shal l not inherit the 
kingdom of God. " 

Does he mean by this that a Christian cannot �in? 
No , not tha t .  BUT HE DOES MEAN THAT A TR'U P.  CHILD OF 
GOD WILL NOT LIVE IN SIN. 

Cf . and explain 1 John 3 : 9 ,  1 0 ;  5 �18.  

This is a truth that needs t o  be re-stated today in 
the 20th century. We are rea l l y  afraid of i t ,  and 
yet you cannot r ead 1 Corinthians wi thout facing it.  
A PERSON WHO IS LIVING A LIFE IN VIOLATION OF THE 
HORAL STANDARDS OF THE HORD OF GOD CANI,OT BE ON lIlS 
HAY TO HEAVEN ! 

Hhe ther we like i t  or not , l e t  us have the honesty 
to recogni z e  tha t this is true. 

A good t est for any of us this morning is : How does 
sin affec t me? Does it bother me to lie7 To chea t ?  
Am I living in immora lity? D o  I have a vile tongue? 
Am I a victim of drink? l'le "il l  get to the list in 
a ' moment , but righ t  now Pau l is stating a basic prin
c ip l e  of the Word of God , and we need to pay attention 
to it. 

1 1. HE ISSUES A WARNING ( l  Cor. 6 : 9b ,  1 0 ) .  

" Be not deceived" means, D o  not keep � deceiving 
yourse lves. They eVidentTY were doIng this , and Paul 
wants them to knoVT that God has not changed His stand
ards of right and wrong. 

We live in a world that has prac t i c a l l y  n o  c onc ern 
for what God has to say c onc erning good and evi l .  A 
l o t  of evil things are becoming acc eptab l e , and are 
even being looked upon as good. E .  g . ,  pre-mar ital 
sex. 



I,ook at thi s 15 s t  of s j  ns . I t  i s  interestinG to understand 
how some are related to each other . 

There are foul' si ns whi ch ere would cal l i mmoral--si ns of 

the flesh : Forni cation, adultery, those erho are effemi
nate , and abus ers of themselves wi th manki nd . T,{O are 
i l l i d t  normal rel ati onships ; t.wo are illi ci t abnormal 
relatj (-nFhi ps .  Ann menti oned right along wHh them i s  the 

e :i n  of j d oJ att'y , l.-Jh j ch 1.·Jas often r espon::: :i h 1 0  for startj,nr: 
peopl e on t.he road to moral rui n !  t..-t. �'P. \'10..... . 

-, 

'['here are tMO 8 J nS Hhi "h rlave to d o  "Jl th stealinE':' 
thi every (Hh i ch i P P A cret ) ; extorti on ('N"i ch j p done openl y 
a n d  bra 7,pnl y) . Deb·leen them comes covetous , a thi ef i n  
the makj n e .  :'� llch a person TTlay us e dri nk a �  an es cape , and 
th i s i n  turn ofter leads to abusi ve l an guage : a reviler . 

Do Y01l want t.o understand s i  n and i ts t.rar'; c effect.s . Then 
riled very carefully ",,,at your Dibl e loaf to say. 
Hhere ;TOU vd J J Fep, � j  n exposed for what j t j s .  
makps it. l ook e ttracd ve . I t, does· not. tell you 
ache and t.racedy 1d"i ch "Jj 1 1 follml. 

T1-d f: j s 
1'1"8 IoJOrld 

the r eart-

Paul Has confronted with thi s  problem from the bereinninf' 
of chapter 5 on . He \oIanted every person living in such 
s i n s  to r eali. ze tbat their lives condemned any profe s s i on 
that they mi eht make of b e i ng a child of God, .ill} h",; r of 
the ki Mdom of God.! 

F i nal ly , 

III . A lJORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT (1 C or .  IS : 11 ) . 

"And fJuch Here some of you . 1I 

There 
( 1 )  

(2 ) 

are two poi nts Paul i s  making i n  this statement : 
S ome of th em had been saved from the s i ns mentioned 
i n  vv .  q ,  I O .  I t  j s posdhle for the Lord to trans
form any ki nd of a s i nner . 
Some of them had not heen p;ui 1 ty of t.hese si ns even 

h"fore th ey hecame Clori s d ans--but they sti ll needen 
to he saved ! (Th i s i s often the "ardAst ki nd to 
-;::;;ac h • r--

Ho", had th e change com" a1-·out? 

Thro11O'h tHO persons : ( 1 )  " I n  t,lop name of t.he Lord Jecus , "  
th8 name meanj l1 f1  t.he Pereon. S o , :i t  p j mpJ y means that 
these chanp:8s had come anont th rollr:h tl�e Lord .Jef'US , the 

God-Han , t.he One who di ed t.o d81jver us from � past , 

nref'ent , and fu tlJre ; E d  r. I S nena] ty, pm.,r8r , a:ra preFence . 
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j\TC CFT: CJ;}'! 13E DTIJV:r.::;;�D F'RCh SJ If I N  .ALL I'r� !1f:�P�:CTS F.XCr�PT 
THROUGH CHRIST . 

But ;,lso (2) "hy the S p j r H  of our God . "  Not,j. ce hOH al l 
of the Trin j ty ent.ers int.o t,1-H' '{ark of salvat.i on . On the 
'.'JOrk of the Spi r H ,  r.f. John 1{, : 7-]l j John 3 : 5 , (', j  Gal. . 
3 : 13 , 1}, . 

S o ,  sa.lvat.j on i s  � ;JOrk of God . C f .  Eph . 2 : 8 ,  9. 

NOH , let us ask, HF.AT IS THE C HANGE ? 

It is threefold : 
(l ) 

(2 ) 

( 3 )  

"Wa.shed . "  C f .  Heh . 9 : 22 .  Being cleansed from 
t.he defilement of sin , He are for"iven . There i s  
a removal of si ns themselves . 'fhey are t.aken away 
for ever . 
"Sanctj fi ed . "  In its most bas j c meanin" thi s speaks 
of hej ng set apart for God . It i s  no l�nger 0111" 
prj v i J ege to do Hhat ,,,e Hant to do Hi th ourselves . 
Cf.  I C or . (', : ] 9 ,  20. 
"Justi fied . "  \'Ie are declared ri "hteous i n  the si"ht 
of God . C f .  2 C or .  5:21. NOH tloey ,·rere all t.hat. 
God d emanded t.hat tloey should be . 

These thrE'e thi.ngs are true of every heir of the kj ngdom 

of God . It i s  i mposs i ble for any person to t.urn to Chri st 
HHhout all of tr i s  happen j ng .  Th i s  r.ompl "t,e1y chan res 
your attj t.ude t.mJard s i n ,  and your loonilage to sin . if you 
"l-Ja.ve not exper:i enced tJ'j s chanr;e , you are not an heir .. 

£onc l :  Can you thi nk of anything more t.ra,o;j c than for someone 
to thi nk that he i s  a Chri st.i an , Hhen he j s  not ! 

Do you not \-londer Hho Paul Has talk:i nD' about in t1--] e Corj nth? 
SCl'II! CF T:rU;� FE;CPL.E TITEEE 1.JEHE DECEIVING THF:;',lSF.LVES .. 

I do not \;ant t.o ilj sturb anyone needlessly, but for the moment 
can I spealc to each one indj vj (JuaJ ly. Are you a Ctrj stj  an? 
Are you an :'-�ej r of the Jd.nRdom of God'? If you say, ves , then 
ho", do you know? I-Ihat. evidence i s there in your l ife? Do you 
real ly love the Lord? Do you H8.nt to please Him? ,lb81o i s  
your attitude tOH8.rd s in? What ahout the s ins menU oned here ? 

If there are any young people here this morning "ho have heard 
the Gospel all t.hPir liV8S--[lre you sure t'l8.t you knoH the Lord 
as your Saviou.r? You cannot save yours elf, or Plake yourself 
an h e i r  of the kingdof1 of Cod , but God can and \.Jj J.1 thi s  marn
ine; IF you wi J J hut trust His Son as your Savi our .. 



CB - 1/2\ / 69 a . m .  

THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
1 Cor . 6 :  1 2 - 2 0  

1 
Intr o :  I t  has been � weeks s ince 

Cor inthians ! Some of  you 
asked i f  I planned to f inish i t .  
tion i s ,  � ,  and I would l ike to 
morning . 

my last message on 1 
have very gra c i ou s ly 
The answer to tha t ques
get back to it thi s 

The Corinthian Church was .! spir i tually � Church l  

In the first  four c hapters Pau l had wr i tten in a very 
direct way about the divis ions in the Church. Then from 
ch.  5 on he speaks-Df the many other-problems wh ich were 
the produc ts of that original problem .  

H e  speaks of  the gross immora l ity that exi sted in the 
Churc h .  He speaks of the lack of d i sc i pline that the 
Church had shown toward that s i n .  He shows how , ins tead 
of settl ing the problem ( and other problem s )  among them
selves , they had gone to the courts of the day . 

One thing led to another . 

Then , in ch�pter 6, ver se  9 ,  Paul returns to the subj ect 
of s i n ,  in genera l ,  and to forn ication,  in particu lar . 

Evidently Pau l had preached in Corinth , as  he had in other 
places , conc erning the l iberty that is  our s  in Chr i s t !  

The Lord Jesus had spoken o f  this i n  John 8 : 3 2 ,  36 , "And 
ye sha l l  know the truth, and the truth sha l l  make you 
free.  • •  I f  the Son, therefor e ,  sha l l  make you free,  ye 
sha l l  be free indeed . "  

To the Galatian c hurches Pau l had wr itten ,  "Stand f a s t ,  
ther efore ,  i n  the liberty with which Chr i s t  hath made u s  
fre e ,  and be not entang led aga in with the yoke of  bondage" 
CGa l .  5 ::1 ) .  

We a l l  like to read s tatements l ike thi s ;  we l ike to be 
free.  BUT IT  I S  EASY FOR US TO READ INTO STATEMENTS LIKE 
THIS IDEAS WHICH ARE NOT THERE . The carna l bel ievers of 
Corinth were l iving as  though thi s  meant that they were 
free to do anything that they wanted to do ! 

They had changed the truth of l iberty � l i c en s e !  

And they pretend ed,  a t  any rate,  to have P�u l o n  their s ide  
becaus e  he apparent ly had taught them , "Al l  things are  
lawful for  me . "  (This  s tatement appears four t imes in the 
epis t l e ,  in two ver ses : 1 Cor . 6 : 1 2 and 1 0 : 23 . )  
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It  i s  amazing how they seemed to have the capacity to 
forget what they wanted to forget , and to remember what 
they wanted to remember ! ( "Know ye not , "  or i t s  equiva
lent , is found 10 times in this Epistl e--five times in 
this one c hapter . )  

Therefor e ,  we have f i r s t  
I �  

I .  A CLARIFICATION OF THE TRUTH ( 1  Cor . 6 : 1 2 ) . , 

Often to c orrect error we wi l l  back down on certain 
truth s ,  or .neg lect them a l together . Sometimes we wi l l  
even turn against the truth.  bOr" �"'-\ 

A D  0 � , v  � 0 
��c �� b�, Bu t  Pau l refuses  to back down . He even states i t  again 
9,eY'*" tf'v\ , and then repea t s  i t :  "Al l  things are lawful unto me" 

? y>i' yo: ( o r ,  "for me"--the same s tatement twice in the Greek ) .  
\ ,l'''' j'\ 90 'If)V 

� ",\ qf" I l l .  
cv<V �' 

When I was in Seminary studying the Greek lang 
uage a l ong with every other student in the Semi

nary , our profes sor told us to be  on the lookout for 
this one word wh ich is trans lated into Eng l i s h  with 
two words : "A l l  thing s . "  He said that this s imp l e  
word i s  respons ible  for some of  the grea test  problems 
in the expos i t ion of Scr ipture .  

\ � .J<  

Why i s  this true?  
Because "a l l  thing s "  can mean "all  thing s "  univer sally 

or i t  can mean "all  thing s "  within a l imited s pher e .  
Two examples : Phi l .  4 : 1 3 ,  "I  can do a l l  things 

through Chr i s t ,  who strengtheneth me . "  Does this 
rea l ly mean " a l l  thing s " ? Does this mean that I can 
get A ' s  without s tudying? Does this mean I can do 
things for which I have no tra ining , such a s ,  surgery , 
or bridge-bu i lding , etc . ?  No , i t  is  "a l l  thing s "  
within the l imit  of  what Pau l i s  discuss ing i n  Phil .  4 .  

O r ,  take Rom. 14 : 20 ,  "Al l  things indeed are pure . "  
I f�his were meant univer s a l ly , it wou ld  be a c ontra
dic tion of the who l e  Biblical  doctrine of sin.  

In  both of  these Corinthian pa ssages you wi l l  note 
that Paul i s  talk ing about eating, and spec i fically in 
ch. 10 about eating things which � � offered in 
sacrifice to ido l s .  Pau l is no longer under c ertain 
Mosaic regulation s .  He is free t o  eat anything he 
wants to eat .  

BUT , even this sta tement of l iberty is not intended to 
br ing us to the place where we exerc i s e  no moral re
s traint . I t  is accompanied by two other s =  

( 1 )  "Al l things are not expedi ent , "  or pro f i ta b l e .  
( 2 )  "But I will  not be brought under the power of 

any" thing . 
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You s e e ,  the situation was l ike  thi s :  Eat ing was 
connected with idolatry , and idolatry was r e lated to 
fornication. Therefore , Paul says , I f  I am not aware 
of the danger s ,  I can lose my l iberty in the proc ess  
of exerc i s ing i t .  

NEVER IN THE BIBLE DO WE FIND THE TEACHING THAT WE ARE 
FREE TO SIN;  IN STEAD , WE ARE FREE � SIN , FREE NOT 
TO BE EN SLAVED BY THAT HIllCH OUR LORD DIED TO SAVE U S  
FROM. 

Second l y ,  we have 
14-

II . A CORRECTION OF THEIR FAULTY LOGIC (1 C o r .  6 : l �) . 

They evidently f e l t  tha t s ince eating satified one 
phy s ical  desire , tha t ,  therefor e ,  it was right to 
satisfy any physical  desire.  On this ba s i s ,  the 
Corinthians justif ied '  even forn ication--j u s t  like s ome 
peop l e  are doing today.  

However , the end proves tha t their reasoning i s  in 
error . God did  not make the body so that every lust 
that man has can be  sati s f ied ; this is the way tha t 
sin has perverted our think ing . GOD MADE U S  FOR HIM
SELF ! "Now the body is not for fornication , but for 
the Lor d ;  and the Lord for the body . "  

This means that fornication i s  just  as wrong today as  
i t  ever was ,  and that i t  wi l l  always be wrong in  the 
sight of God . � � always consider what is l egal 
� the light of that which .!.! Biblica l .  

I I I .  A CONDEMNATION OF TI-[EIR RIGHT S ,  OF THEIR HAY OF LIVING 
( 1  Cor . 6 : 1 5 - 1 8 ) .  

Fornicat ion waS a perversion of the marriage relation
ship.  Hhen they received Chr i s t ,  their bodies became 
the property of Jesus Chr i s t .  This is a fact to be 
realized.  He belong to Chr i s t  whether we want to 
admit  the fact or not.  

Therefore , for  a child  of  God to engage in  fornication 
i s  to take that which belongs to God and to j oin i t  
to a har lot--an inconceivable thought I 

"Flee fornication . "  This i s  the una l terab le wi l l  of  
God concerning this  sin.  A child  of  God can have no 
part with i t .  

Fina l l y ,  we have 
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I V .  A COMFORTING TRUTH ( 1  Cor . 6 : 1 9 ,  20a ) .  

I f  there i s  a pas sage in the NT which proves the per
manent indwe l l ing of the Holy Spiri t ,  this is i t !  I f  
the Holy Spirit wou ld have departed from any group 
of b e l i ever s ,  he wou ld  have left  the Corinthians . 
BUT PAUL WRITES TO THEM OF THE PRESENT REALITY OF THE 
INDHELLING SPIRIT OF GOD I 

He does not te l l  them tha t they do not have the Holy 
Spir i t ,  and that this i s  the reason that they have 
gotten into a l l  of these difficu l ties . Nor does he 
t e l 1  them that they had the Ho l y  Spir i t ,  but that He  
i s  no longer in  them

-
.
--

NO . He  t e l l s  them that the 
basic truth tha t wi l l  l ead them to holy living is the 
c onsc iousnes s ,  the realization,  that the Holy Spirit 
indwel 1 s  them ,  AND THAT HE WILL NEVER LEAVE . 

To r emember thi s can have a tran sforming effect  on our 
lives , espec ia l ly when we r emember that the Holy Spirit 
not only know what we d o ,  but He even knows what we are 
thinking ! 

Cone 1 :  

g lorify 
God ' s . "  
God ' s . " ) 

We have no other a l ternat ive from the c onc lus ion 
which the Apo s t l e  Eaul hims elf  makes : "Therefor e ,  
God i n  your body and i n  your spirit , which are 

( Some HSS omi t ,  "And in your spir i t ,  wh ich are 

What does i t  mean to "glorify God "?  

Ba sica l l y ,  i t  means to honor Him , 
and worth of � person or t)ing 
acknowl edged" ( Thayer , p. 1 5 7  • 

"To cau s e  the dignity 
to-become man i f e s t  and ---' 

This i s  where man ha s gone a s tray . C f .  Rom. 3 : 2 3 .  This 
i s  the reason that Paul says in 1 Cor . 1 0 :: 3 1 ,  Whether , 
therefor e ,  ye  eat ,  or dr ink , or whatever ye d o ,  do a l l  to 
the g lory of God . "  

So i t  i s  not a que s t ion of what wi l l  p l ease or s a t i s fy ME , 
but lifHAT WILL PLEASE AND SATI SFY HIM. 
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THE QUESTION OF HARRIAGE 
1 Cor . 7 : 1 - 9  

Intr o :  When we c ome t o  chap ter 7 we come t o  a turning 
point in the epistle.  Previou s ly Paul had said 

two things about the s ource of  his  information about the 
condition in the Cor inthian Church :  

( 1 )  In 1 : 1 1 ,  "For i t  hath been dec lared unto me of )'Ou , 
my brethren , by them which are of the hou s e  of  
Chloe,  tha t there are  contentions among you . "  
Notice how forthright and honest  Paul i s  a s  t o  the 
source of his  information . 

( 2 )  In 5 : 1 ,  "It i s  reported commonly ,that there i s  
fornication among you • • • fT 

Now he says , "Now concerning thel-h ings whereof yf£ wrote 
unto me" ( 7 : la ) .  

So he had abundant i�ig�Jtlil' for knowing that there was 
trouble in Corinth. 

From thi s point on , therefor e ,  in the ep i s t l e ,  it seems 
that Paul is answering quest ions which were put to h im 
in a l et ter which he had received from the Church l eader s .  
What h e  wr ites in chap ter 7 f o l lows logica l ly from chapter 
6 ,  but he s tarts now to answer question s .  There is no 
doubt � � the question of marr iage was one of the 
major problems among � Chr i s t ians in Corinth. It was a 
cruc ial problem in the Church becau se  i t  was a problem 
outside of the Church . 

Two things should be  kept in mind : 
( 1 )  Paul is answering ques tions , not dea l ing with the 

who l e  sub j ec t  of  marriage .  I t  wou ld b e  very 
interesting to know j u s t  how the quest ion was asked,  
but tha t i s  not tecorded her e .  

( 2 )  We are reading the words o f  � � whose  pre-eminent 
desire in � � to glorify �. Noth ing e l s e  
mattered t o  him .  This becomes very apparent i n  
1 0 : 3 1 ,  "Whether therefore ye e a t ,  or dr ink , or 
whatsoever ye do, do a l l  to the g lory of God . "  
For this reason, the g lory of God i s  go ing to be  
the  primary obj ect ive in  every problem which he  
d i scus s e s .  

Now, j u s t  what are the problems7 

I .  Is marriage really neces sary ? He answers this i s  7 : 1 .  

Pau l had already answered this ques tion in chapter 6 ,  
but it needs to be re-stated and emphas ized because  of 
the questions that had c ome to him in a letter . Forni
cation was practiced commonly among the Corinthian s .  
I t  was a part of  their way o f  l i f e .  Why was this not 
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a lr ight for those who wer e Chr i s t ians .  

We are beg inning to hear this again. 
ment of a very prominent man who said 
that marriage wou ld  be a thing of the 
f ew yea r s .  

I r ead the state
that he f e l t  
past  i n  a very 

People are saying today tha t love is the main thing-
that if two people are in love , the ceremony,  or 
submitting to s ome lega l requ irements is not r ea l ly 
necessary . Hhat a lot of nonsense this i s !. I t  will  
l ead only to menta l and moral ruin l Marr iage then and 
now i s  r egulated by government ,  and if you have not 
submitted to the regulations of the government ,  you 
are not marr ied ! " The powers tha t be are ordained of 
GOd.--Whosoever therefore r e s i s t eth th�power , r e s i s t eth 
the ord inance of God" (Rom . 1 3 :  I b ,  2a ) .  

Two people who are living together as  husband and wife 
but have not been married acc ording to the laws of  the 
land in which they l ive are l i ving in fornication. 
This i s  what Paul means when he says ,  "It i s  good for 
a man not to touch a woman . "  He  i s  .!l£! c ondemning 
marr iag e ;  he i! c ondemning fornication. 

This pr inc iple  applies  to a l l  men , but it i s  espec ially 
s er ious when a Chr i s tian is gui l ty.  

II.  Que s t i on #2 : Is  i s  not true that marr iage i s  a h in
drance to one who really wants to devote his l i f e  to 
God? 

Pau l answer s this question in 7 ::2 - 5 .  

We have evidence here o f  a s c e t i c i sm .  Many o f  the early 
Chr i s t ians who had l ived licentious l ives before they 

�J became Chr is t ians f e l t  tha t a l i f e  of extreme s e l f -

��y denial was the only way to make up for the p a s t ,  and 
, �l" .. C' �-the only way to protect the future--and so some of them • Y ")I' .. \ .... ,w--",,o E-� "'''' were actua l l y  d i s s o lving their marriag e s ,  or they were 
,,( 0  � ",,<·.,.."n eg lec ting their wives ( or husband s )  on the grounds 
A�,,,,G t" �"<, that the marriage relationship was incon s i stent with 

(-.... (:I �  . �I'-" �q..�"'�the l i f e  of  a Chr i s t ian • 

........ ":-\ � ... � '  
f�v:-�� Pau l i s  not saying that a person shou ld g e t  married to 
�o avoid fornication , but he i s  saying that the husband 

<,':> 

and wif e  relationship i s  not fornication , and that no 
. husband has the r ight to keep hims elf  from his  wi f e ,  

E-.. � and n o  wife has the r ight to keep her s e l f  from her 
�" � ,_husband. j ' _"CJ'" ()' ./.VJIr-vr if , � \-

/�:v� ·eo' He does say tha t there might be times when , by mutual 
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con s en t ,  for reasons of g iv ing ourselves to prayer , 
but then only temporari l y ,  a husband and wif e  might 
keep thems elves from each other , but even here they 
need to be careful that Satan does not take advantage 
of the opportunity . 

There i s  nothing incons istent between marriage and 
be ing a s trong , spiritua l ly-minded child of God.  I f  
you are marr ied,  and you think that you mus t  d i s solve 
your marriage before you can go on with the Lor d ,  you 
are not lett ing your thinking be guided by the Word of 
God.  

You might have problems in your marriag e ,  but the fac t 
that you are married is  no hindrance to your relation
ship wi th God. After a l l ,  He made us ma l e  and f ema l e ,  
and H e  said,  " I t  i s  not good for the man t o  be  a l one" 
(Gen. 2 : 18 ) .  

Now we come to the third quest ion . 

I I I .  Shou ld  a Chr i s t ian get marr ied,  o r  not? This i s  
answer ed in 7 : 6 - 9 .  

Can you say , i f  you are old enough to be  marr ied , and 
are not married , tha t you have m i s s ed the wi l l  of  God? 
Or , on the ba s i s  of  Paul ' s  exper ienc e ,  can you say that 
you missed  the greatest b l e s s ing of  God becaus e  you did 
get married? 

The same thing applies to the widows . Is it the wi l l  
of  God for m e  t o  remarry , o r  should I remain sing l e ?  

Pau l ' s answer t o  t h i s  i s  s imp l e :· "Every man hath h i s  
proper g i f t  o f  God . "  By this h e  means that w e  are a l l  
d i f f eren t .  H e  does not have any spec i f i c  c ommandmen t .  
This i s  where we are left t o  dec ide o n  the bas i s  o f  
our own need s .  "Permis s ion" i s  granted . There is no 
hard and fast "commandment" that is given to every 
child  of God . Pau l felt  that every one shou ld be like 
he wa s ,  but he rea l ized that every one could not be 
like he wa s -- tha t this was not the wi l l  of God for them . 
� how very practical he .!.!.. and how � br ings to
gether the physical  and the spiritual � � .  

Aga in , let me remind you tha t he i s  not talkin�bout 
a l l  of the problems related to marriage,  that i s ,  who 
you should  marry . He i s  s imply talk ing about whether 
or not Chr i s t ians shoul�arry at a l l .  

What i s  h i s  conc lus ion? There i s  no rule that applies 
to everybody.  Every child of God mu st seek the wi l l  of 
God for himse l f .  
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Conc 1 : How refres hing it is to r ead these words and to 
see  that marriage is something which must be con

s idered in the l ight of the wi l l  of God l 

As I c l o s e  this morning , let me addr ess  a l l  of  you accord
ing to the two groups that Paul ha s spoken of in this 
passage this morning . 

F ir s t ,  those who are unmarried. 

I hope tha t you have noticed that Paul does not say that 
i t  i s  the wi l l  of God for every Chr is tian to g e t  marr ied,  
nor does  he say that i t  is  the wi l l  of  God for every 
ehr i s tian not to get marr ied,  but he does say tha t it i s  
the w i l l  o�od for every Chr i s t ian t o  avoid fornication. 

We are l iving in days of great mora l loosene s s .  It i s  not 
only the thing to do today to be immora l ,  but it is even 
becoming popular to brag about i t .  And you may feel  that 
you have to go &ong with the crowd in order to s tay in 
with them . Wi l l  you take your Bible and read through i t  
and see  that God ' s  people have a lways been those who have 
had to s tand against the temptat ions of the day? 

You l eave this in the Lord ' s  hands . Many of  the Lord ' s  
chi ldren have l ed tragic lives because they have ignored 
the Word of God and the lead ing of the Lord where this 
matter of  marriage is concerned.  NO DECISION THAT YOU HILL 
EVER MAKE WILL HAVE A MORE FAR-REAOHING EFFECT ON YOUR LIF E .  

Secondly,  those who are marr ied.  

Paul does not deal here with all  of the possible  problems 
in marriag e ,  but he is addres sing hims elf to those who feel 
tha t they could rea l l y  go on with the Lord' IF they c ould 
only get r i d  of their life partner . 

Do you feel  this way? If you do , you are wrong . Instead  
wi l l  you notice that the problem may be more on  the  physi
cal  s ide  than the spirituaU. God  intends that marriage 
shou ld mean love , love in every area of our l ives .  I f  
love is m i s s ing , there i s  not much l e f t  regardless  of  how 
spiritual you might try to be ! 

Oh , that God wou ld  g ive a l l  of u s  sucha heart for Himself  
that we wou ld  want to please Him and to l ive according to 
His Word more than anything e l s e .  That wou ld  c l ear u p  
the maj ority of our mar ital problems and our lives would  
become a means of reaching others with the Word which has 
tran sformed u s .  
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THINGS THE GOSPEL DOES NOT CHANGE 
1 Cor . 7 : 1 0-24 

Intr o :  Because we have been born into a way of  life  which 
has been greatly  influenced by the Word of  God , it 

i s  hard for us to understand how apparent the transforming 
power of Chr i s t  is in societies that are thoroughly pagan. 
This i s  what led to s ome of the maj or difficulties  in 
Cor inth- -the c ity which s eems to have felt  the shock of the 
Gospel even more than most c ities  did in Pau l ' s  day . 

Their l ives had been so thoroughly godless before , that 
after they came to know the Lord Jesus Chr i s t  as  Saviour 
they were inc lined to feel  that everything that they had 
done before  was wrong . Therefor e ,  everything should be 
chang e d ,  even their marriag e s .  

T o  f ind out j u s t  what they should d o ,  they had wr i tten to 
the Apo s t l e  Paul ( c f . 7 : 1 ) .  

He begins  by making i t  very c l ear that they do � !2 
change their ideas about fornicat ion l Al though that has 
been a part of Corinthian cultu r e ,  i t  i s  wrong , and it al
ways has  been wrong in  God ' s  s ight. 

�, there � other THINGS � GOSPEL DOES � CHANGE l 

There are three areas in which there seem to have been 
problem s : 

( 1 )  In c onnection with marriag e .  This wa s ,  if  the s pace 
devoted to i t  is any indication,  was the maj or pro
b l em.  C f .  1 Cor . 7 : 10-16 • . . .  " . 'Y\&-r'Clr-�\ or1q."", IV'". 1V\'!i. 

( 2 )  I n  c onnection with r e 1 1sion , and reli*ious cere--- ,  
mon i e s . C f .  1 Cor . 7 : 18 ,  1 9 .  

( 3 )  I n  c onnection with one ' s  social standing , whether 
s lave or free.  C f .  1 Cor . 7 : 2 1 ,  2 2 .  

Let u s  c ons ider these three areas i n  which their were 
problem s ,  and then let  us note a l s o  the pr inc iples  which 
Paul s eeks to estab l i s h  with the Corinthians f or their 
guidance in the days to c ome.  

1 .  THE THREE PROBLEM AREA S .  

A .  Concerning marr iage.  

1 .  In fami l i e s  where both the husband and the wi fe 
have been saved ( vv .  10,  1 1 ) .  

Remember that we are reading in 1 Corinthians 
about a f i r s t  genera tion Church.  Most ,  i f  not 
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a l l  of the b e l i evers in Cor inth , had come right 
out of heathen i sm .  On many of thei r  hearts 
there was the memory of g r ievous s i n - - s in they 
wi shed that they had never comm i t t e d .  Some 
of these sins were connected with marriage.  
Therefor e ,  the f e e l ing s eems to have developed 
that marriage i t s e l f  was s infu l ,  and that any 
one who received Chr i s t  as h i s  or her Saviour 
shou ld get rid of h i s  wife or hus band . 

Paul says in e f f ec t ,  "I do not have to answer 
that ques t ion ; the Lord gave the answer whi l e  
h e  was here on earth . "  C f .  Mark 1 0 : 2 - 1 2 ;  
Mat t .  5 : 3 2 ;  1 9 : 3- 9 ;  Luke 16 : 1 8 .  

The Lord had orig inated marriag e .  I t  was not 
heathen , nor was it s inful in i t s  beg inning s .  
I t  i s  the one relationship that i s  even c lo s er 
than that of the parent and child r e la tionsh i p .  
Only death can s ever i t  UNLESS one or the 
other is gu i l ty of adultery. In such a ca's e 
the innocent one i s  free before God to d i s solve 
the relat ionship , but even then i s  not obli
gated to do so.  

But if  a husband or wife put s  away h i s  marriage 
partner for any other r ea s on ,  and then marri e s  
someone e l s e ,  such a marriage i s  adu l terou s .  

Pau l ' s  word i s  that b e l i evers are t o  remain 
mar r i ed i f  they were mar r i ed when they Came to 
the Lord ( even if they had been mar r i ed befor e ) .  
I f ,  a s  s e ems to have been the case with some 
of the Corinthian s ,  they had been d i vorced 
s ince they were saved , then they had only two 
a lternatives within the wi l l  of God � 

( 1 )  They mus t  remain unmarr i e d .  
( 2 )  Preferably , they shoul d  be recon c i l ed 

to each other . But Lev. 24 makes i t  
very c l ear that when there i s  a s econd 
marriage there can be no reconc i l iat ion 
with the orig inal husband or w i f e .  

2 .  In fam i l i e s  where only �, e i ther the husband 
or the wife, has been saved ( vv .  1 � - 16 ) .  

The Lord had not spoken on this subj ect , and so 
Pau l ,  speak ing as an Apo stle under the direc
of the Spir i t  of God , t e l l s  the Cor inthians 
wha t the w i l l  of God is in such matters .  

Ther e are two par ts to the answer . 
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a .  Every a t t empt should be made to save the 
marriage ( vv.  1 2 ,  13 ) .  If the one who is 
not a Chr i s t ian is wi l l ing to l ive with 
his wi f e  or husband who is a Chr i s t ian , 
then the Chri s t ian mus t  not break up the 
marriag e .  

And this means that the Chr i s t ian mus t  
seek !2 � everything pos s ib l e  to hold the 
marriage together . 

No Chr i s t ian shou l d  ever marry a person 
who i s  not a Chr i s tian, but Pau l i s  not 
deal ing with that problem. He is talk ing 
about what shou ld be done when one i s  
saved a f t er marriage.  

But ,  a Chr i s t ian wife wi l l  say ( and this 
is the thought behind v.  14 ) ,  If I am a 
Chr i s t ian and � hus band � not , does th i s  
� � that � relationship � unholy 
and that, therefor e ,  our children wi l l  be 
�1� unholy , pos�ly i l l eg i tt;;te� 

That which i s  c l ean speaks of that which i s  
�ptable t; God within this l imited s en s e ,  
o r  that which c a n  b e  used by God.  

THIS VERSE DOES NOT SAY THAT , IF ONE NENBER 
OF A FANILY I S  SAVE D ,  THAT THEY WILL ALL 
BE SAVED--THAT THE FAITH OF A CHRISTIAN 
WIFE WILL BRING ABOUT THE SALVATION OF HER 
HUSBAND AND CHILDREN . But he is saying 
that in such cases God is not d i sp leased 
with the marriage ,  and that i t is not one 
which He cannot b l es s !  

The hop e ,  of cour s e ,  i s  expressed in vv. 
1 5 b ,  1 6 .  I f  you become a Chr i s t ian and 
your husband is not a Chr i s t ian , the b e s t  
opportunity f o r  him t o  be saved w i l l  c ome 
about if you s tay with him. 1 P e t .  3 : 1 -4 
tel l s  us how. 

b. In c a s e  the one who is not a Chr i s tian wi l l  
not stay,  then " l e t  him depart" ( v .  1 S ) .  

In such cases "a brother or a s i s ter i s  not 
under bondage , "  i . e . , to remain marr i e d ,  
nor i s  he forbidden to r emarr y .  T h i s  i s  
d e f in i t e ly not what God wants , but it i s  
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what God w i l l  perm i t  in such ins tanc e s .  
But those who are i n  such cases need to 
look long and hard at vv. 1 2 ,  1 3 ,  14 , and 
16 before looking at v. 1 5 .  And you need 
to be sure that it is rea l ly becau s e  you 
are a Chr i s t ian and not for other fau l t s  
that you might have that your husband or 
wife wants to g e t  away from you . 

As I ment ioned last week , there i s  nothing more 
c losely related to our f e l l owship with God than 
the marriage relationship. Therefore ,  i t  f a l l s  
upon u s  t o  be sure that we are i n  the wi l l  of God . 

But l e t  us look now a t  the second prob l em area . 

B .  Concerning our r e l ig iou s ,  or nat iona l backgroun d .  
C f .  1 Cor . 7 : 1 8 ,  1 9 .  

I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to know i f  Paul i s  speaking r e l i 
g i ously , o r  nat iona l l y .  Of cours e  a person who 
r eceives Chr i s t  w i l l  break with any r e l i g ion he 
ha s fol lowed before. But it s eems tha t in Cor inth 
there were Jews who wished after they had been 
saved that they were not Jews and they sought to 
s ever a l l  connection s  with the Jews , whi l e  there 
were Genti l e s  who f e l t  that s ince " s a lvation i s  
of the Jews" that they shou l d  submit t o  c er ta in 
ceremon i e s  that were f o l l owed by the J ews . 

Some Jews , of cour s e ,  who trusted the Lord had 
great d i f f iculty in g i ving up circumc i s i on ,  etc . 

Paul say s ,  I f  you �ler e  born a Jew and then come 
to Chr i s t ,  don ' t  try to become a Gen t i l e .  And i f  
you were a G en t i l e  when you were saved , don ' t  try 
to become a Jew. Thes e  things do not amount to 
anything . THE IMPORTANT THING I S  THAT YOU ARE 
LIVING IN OBEDIENCE TO THE WOR D OF GOD ( c f .  v. 1 9 ) .  

One of the hard e s t  thing a young Chr i s t i an has to 
do is to separat e  tradit ion from the Word of God . 
The latter i s  a l l  that i s  important i f  we are 
concerned about p l ea s ing God . 

Now for the third problem. 

C .  Concerning one ' s  soc ial standing ( 1  CQr . 7 : 2 1 ,  2 2 ) .  

Soc iety in Corinth had two main divis ions like i t  
d i d  throughout most of the Roman Empir e .  There were 
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who were s laves ( s ervants ) ;  there were those who 
who were f r e e .  You can see this in Eph. 6 ,  in C o l .  
3 ,  4 ,  and you g e t  special ins ight into i t  i n  that 
d e l ightful l i t t l e  epi s t l e  of Pau l to Phi lemon , 
when he wrote about the runaway s lave , Ones imu s .  

Wi l l  you note that Pau l d i d  not f e e l  c a l l ed to 
change the soc ial order of the day ?  He did not 
like i t ,  but i t  would have had dire cons equence s  
f o r  the ministry o f  the Gospel i f  h e  had sought 
to meddle in this area of l i f e .  What he says does 
not have to do wi th whether s lavery was r ight or 
wrong ; it does have to do with the a t t i tude of 
those servants who had come to know the Lor d .  
I f  freedom came, there was to be no hesi tation i n  
taking i t .  But whatever happened,  t h e  Lord had 
s e t  them free from s in in their own hear t s .  This 
was what was of the utmos t  importance .  

Now l e t  u s  look at 

I I .  THE PRINCIPLES WHICH PAUL SEEKS T O  ESTABLISH . 

A .  Every b e l i ever to cont inue on in the ca l l ing he 
had when he came to Chr i s t .  This app l i e s  to 
marriage,  to nat iona l and to soc ial matter s .  I t  

'- i s  repeated over and over in vv. 1 7-24. 

B .  "God hath cal l ed us to peac e . " C f .  v .  lSb. The 
Gospel is to change us whi le our circums tanc es 
may remain the same . That is where God expects to 
use us -. 

C .  "Ye a r e  bought with a pric e" ( v .  2 3a ) .  Becaus e  of 
thi s ,  our chief obj ect ive shou l d  be to do the w i l l  
of God . C f .  6 : 2 0 .  

D .  "Abide with God" ( v .  24b ) .  Here h e  i s  thinking 
about � nearnes s  !£ God,  � f e l l owship � �. 
There is  no other way to have the peace of God, 
no other way to exper ience the j oy of the Lor d ,  no 
other way to see the b l e s s ing of God in our own 
exper i enc e .  

Conc l :  What an answer to some very d i f f icu l t  questions-
a l l  answered on the ba s i s  of what wou l d  p l ea s e  the 

Lor d ,  and what wou l d  bring His b l e s s ing into the l ives of 
a l l  concern e d .  

You c a n  see how t h i s  who le pas sag e throbs with di sconten t .  
The peop l e  then wer e l ik e  w e  a r e  now; they traced their 
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unhappiness to their c ircumstanc e s .  I f  they could on ly 
make some chang e s , was what they were saying , then we 
would be happy , then we could have pea c e .  Paul says that 
if we "abide with God , "  than any p lace can be a happy 
place as we see the Lord undertaking to meet our need s .  

I t  i s  not where you are , but what you are.  I t  is  not 
where you are,  but Who i s  there with you . This  i s  what 
matters most and indicates why there are some THINGS THE 
GOSPEL DOES NOT CHANGE . 
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PAUL SPEAKS OUT CONCERNING VAPJUAGE 
1 Cor .  7:25-40 

1.!!E:£: I want to consider the last part of chapter 7 this 
morning, from v. 25 to v. 40. It is here that the 

Apostle Paul concludes what he has to say in answering gues
tiona about marriage. 

We must remember that these were first generation Christians . 
What they knew about marriage, they had learned from heathen
dom. Paul is teaching them the will of God about marriage. 
Some of the questions they have asked him were answered by 
the Lord Jesus Christ when He was here on earth; others were 
not answered by the Lord, and so Paul as an Apostle speaks 
out given them the answers they wanted. Cf. vv. 10 and 12 
to see this contrast. 

l.!l!! important � 1u..tM � section .1e L. ,22. (Read. ) 

In v. 25 he has told them that the Lord had not expressed 
Himself on the questions that they were anlmering. It was a 
question where the answer was not the same for every person, 
i.e. ,  whether .!!: Christian should marry .2! .nE:!:. 

Paul gives his "judgment" (v. 25) , and he uses an expression 
which means that he had carefully weighed all of the issues 
involved in the light of what had been revealed, and what was 
his understanding concerning the life a child of God should 
live . 

Now, if v. 35 he tells them that he is not trying to "cast a 
snare"-a military expression meaning to thrQ1,/ a noose around 
a person so that you could force them to do what you wanted 
you wanted them to do. 

Instead, he is concerned about what is profitable for them 
(gomng back to the cognate expression, "profitable ," in 6 : 12 ) .  
(The KJV has "expedient .")  

In facing any question related to the life of a Christian you 
must consider what is "comely," or becoming, or expected of 
a Chrj.stian. OF ALL THE THINGS THAT YOU EXPECT OF A CHRISTIAN 
IT IS THAT HE WOULD "att.end upon the Lord Hithout distraction . "  

To explain what Paul meant the best illustration i n  the Bible 
is found in Luke 10 :40 where Luke tell!! us , "But Eartha Has 
cumberclc1 about much s erving . "  Martha was a distracted � 
of G;d:- She was so overly occupied with what she was doing 
that at least for the time being should could not see the even 
greater value of what Mary was doing. 

One of the greatest dangers in every Christian ' a  Ij£e is that 
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good things , necessary things , can keep us from the best thing . 

To "attend upon the Lord IJithout distraction" is lit. to sit 
beside Him, 1!1 � completely devoted to £ID:!1 

It is very probable that just plain BUSY�NESS has kept many of 
us from the fellowship with the Lord that we should have had 
this past week. Nothing � � important in !h!! 1.!£!! of .!!:!JY 
Christian .:!lillY:! his fellowship � !h!! Lord. Therefore, .!!:!JY
thing � threatens .2l:!!: fellowship � 1!1 be avoided-£Y.\m 
if i t � marriage . 

Evidently the Corinthians had grown up with the idea that the 
most important thing for any man or woman is that they get 
married. 

Paul says , ' No ,  the most important thing is .n!2:!i that you get 
married; .1!: � � you live in fellowship l!!Y! !h!! 1.2r.Q. 
And, therefore, marriage and everything else IIlU5t be considered 
in this light. '  

THIS IS THE BASIC PRINCIPLE OF THE WHOLE PASSAGE. 

1vith this well in mind, let us note 

1 .  THE GUIDELINES HE GIVES . 

A .  If a person i s  already married, he should not seek to 
get rid of his Hife because of ,rhat Paul is Hrit.ing . 
Of . 7:27a. 

B .  If a person is not married, he should not seek to get 
married. That is, he should not let this be the con
Suming desire of his heart . Cf. 7: 27b. 

C .  If a man or a Homan does get married, they have not 
Sinned, but they must recognize that "such shall have 
trouble in the flesh" (7:28) . By trouble , Paul does 
not mean marital trou�le . He means that his cares, 
his responsibHities, will increase so that he will 
not have the time for himself that he had before. 

He explains all of this in vv. 32-34. 

It is important to note that he is not talkjng about un
married people generally, but he is talking about people 
who remain unmarried because they feel, as Paul did, that 
one can give himself to the toings of the Lord more in 
an unmarried state. 

I believe we all can see that this is true. Hany a wife 
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has felt frustrated because her family has kept her from 
serving the Lord that We::! she once did. And what husband 
or wife has not known how family responsibilities have cut 
into time we have tried to give to the Lord. 

This does not mean that a single person will be more 
spiritual than a married person, but Paul is talking about 
the We:;{ marriage brings about an adjustment in the use of 
our time . 

But let me say thiS , if you as a Christian even marry 
another Christian, but one who does not share your desire 
for fellowship with the Lord, in time, if the other one 
does not change you will. There has been many a Christian 
young person who has started down spiritually, and who has 
put an end to his usefulness in the work of God because 
he (or she) was so intent on getting married that they did 
not consider all of the issues ! 

Notice secondly, 

II . THE SPECIAL CIRCUH3TJlj,!CFS Hhj .. ch seom to have been present . 

Note in v. 26, ":ehe present distress . "  

Then note in v. 29, "tho tim.o is short . " 

The first could mean that the Church in Corinth was faoing 
some kind of trouble, some calamity, possibly persecution 
in some form. 

But it could also mean impending distress, and, when placed 
along side of the second, this may be the meaning. Because 
it becomes very, very apparent that back of all that Paul 
was saying was a deep conviction that Jesus Christ was 
coming back--and he probably believed that the Lord would 
come in his lifetime . 

Even most of us who are Christians live like this world is 
going to continue forever . But the expression, "The time 
is short ," means that the limits of this present age are 
carefully set off with a beginning and an ending. 

In view of this he gives the instructions contained in 
vv .  29-31. (Explain them briefly. )  We are so tied in with 
the world that we cannot see that this world as we see it 
is departing, is disappearing. ItiS d'O'O'ffie'd and ruiIied-and 
.!m the way £!J!:I Men in the world may spend all of their 
time trying to repair it, but !l!!:! world � � .!,t-to use 
their own term! 

Cf. 1 John 2 :15-17. 
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We hear a lot about relevancy today. Personally I get very 
tired of the word. Host of the people who use it do not 
know really what they need. THE HCST RELEVANT MESSAGE IN 
THE WORLD IS THE GOSP� OF J.ESUS CHRISTl 

The world is sick today. Shall we as the children of God 
pattern our ideas about marriage after the world. I read 
just this last week the statement of a man who feels that 
we ought to do away with marriage--that it ought not to 
be anything legal, just a mutual agreement between a man 
and a woman which can be dissolved whenever they get ready 
to dissolve it . 

The only hope is in the coming of the Lord. The very fact 
that there are men in the world who still believe that He 
is coming is tremendous evidence that it is a true hope. 
Paul says , whether it is marriage, or whatever it might 
be always remember two things : 

(1) Nothing must keep you from fellowship with the Lord. 
(2) "The time is short." 

Finally we have 

III . TIIO CCI1CLIlDmG PROBLE1;iS . 

A. A Hord for parents, especially fathers . Cf. vv .  36-38. 

Do not push your daughters into marriage, says Paul. 
If this is what they desire, let them go when they 
read the age. But do not feel that this is the one 
thing you must have for your daughter. Have 1h2 � 
standard for her that you £!Q f2! yourself! 

The best way to get our children set on the right 
paths is to get them to follow us . 

B .  Hhat about a "lie Hho loses her husband? Cf. vv .  39, 
40. 

She is free to remarry, but " only in the Lord." This 
means : 

(1) Another Chri.stian. But it also means , 
(2) Within the will of God, recognizing all of the 

principles established in this chapter. 

�: You do not have to agree with Paul about staying single 
but you have to agree with him on the principles he 

establishes . And it is interesting to note his somewhat 
ironical conclusion for the benefit of those who claimed more 
insight than he, "And I think also that I have the Spirit of 
God." 

Oh, that God would give us such a desire for Himself that every 
thing would be considered in this lightl 
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AN ANCIENT PROBLEl1 AND AN UNCHANGING PRINCIPLE 
1 Cor. 8:1-13 

�I The second problem the Corinthians had written about . 
(Ch. 7 gives us the first. ) This covers chs . 8-10. 

Specifically they had asked whether a Christian should eat 
meat that was offered in sacrifice to idols . 

Idolatry was 50 much a part of Greek and Roman life that it 
was practically impossible to escape from it. It was in 
government, in business ,  in amusements , and in all forms of 
social life . Family connections had to be maintained with 
members of families who were not Christians , but this often 
presented some very serious temptations . 

What exactly was done with the meat of animals sacrifices to 
idols? 

(1) 
(2)  

(3) 

One-third was burned on the altar to the idol . 
One-third was given to the priest. If he did not need 
it, it was taken to the market place and sold--the money 
going into the coffers of the idolatrous religion. 
One-third was given to the worshiper . He would take it 
home to eat . If you were a guest in the home of a 
heathen, this is the meat that would be set before you. 

This was a great problem wherever the Gospel went in the first 
century. Cf. Acts 15:29; 21:25. 

What were the issues involved? 

r .  They could look at it just from their aIm point of vieH. 

A. They had "lmoldedge . "  Cf. v .  lao 

'1'101 E ",,,.s.t'E:. I
I S  v<£IL'f 
s.P\£ c....\ �\C. . 

1 .  They knell that the idols were not really godS . 
Cf. v. � . •  See also 10:19 ,  20. 

2 .  They knm, the truth about God, the Father , and 
about the Lord Jesus Christ. Cf. v. 6 (explain) .  

B .  They knew also that eating or not eating had no real 
effect upon their relationship to the Lord (v. 8) . 

C .  They \Jere aware that they Here at liberty to eat if 
they chose to do so. Cf. "liberty" in v. 9. 

All of this evidence seemed to point in favor of eating 
the meat. However, this is only one side of the picture. 
Paul very frankly tells them that "knowledge puffeth up, "  
fills US with pride, and therefore gives us the wrong 
attitude toward things in our lives which may affect the 
lives of others . 
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It is well to keep in mind that Paul is not saying that 
every problem must be settled in this way. There are some 
things that are wrong in themselves . Cf. 6 : 9-11. 

This , however, is not a case where things are right or 
wrong in themselves, but a case where the effect can be 
wrong. 

So, in the second place , Paul points out that 

II . They needed to exercise their kno,rledge Hi th love . Cf. 
vv . lb-3 . 

Here is a crucial question for us : .Hm! does .2ll!: knowledge 
of the Lord and of His Word affect .2ll!: relationship � 
others? Does it make us feel that we are better than they 
are? Does it make us pity them? Does it make us feel 
that they ought to know better, that they could know just 
as easily as we can-therefore, we are not going to take;, 
them into consideration when it comes to deciding how we 
are to live? 

Cf. vv. 2 ,  3 ;  Eph. 4:15 .  

Who does Paul have in mind when he speaks of "the weak 
brother"? It surely cannot be another Christian because 
of v. 11. Paul is using this term as it is used in Acts 
2 :29, 37; 3 : 17; Rom. 9 :3.  Note also that in ch . 9 Paul 
is concerned about those who do not know the Saviour . 

There is a world to be reached with the Gospel. Unless 
the knowledge that I have is exercised in love, 

-love for God first, and then 
--love for those who need to know Him, 

my knowledge can keep others from ever seeing their need 
of Christ, and, if so, then I "sin against Christ" (v. 12) .  

This leads to the issues. 

A .  

B .  

C .  

If I do not use my knouledge in love � then I do not 
lmoH as much as I think I knO\f (v . 2 ) .  

Although I have this lmouledge about God and Christ , 
not everyone has this lmoHlede:e (v . 7) . It is amazing 
to see the ignorance of the average person today with 
regard to the Word of God. 

I need to be concerned about "their ",eak conscience" 
(v. 12 ) .  This describes one whose knowledge of the 
Word is inadequate, and, therefore, whose understanding 
of the truth of the Word of God is not what it should 
be .  



III . The solution to tho problem (v . 13 ) .  

1 Cor .  8 : 1-13 (3 ) 

Concl: So there is a greater principle than that Which 
revolves around the thing which I have a r ight to do .  

God has left us in the world for a witness to the world. 
Men are held in ignorance of their need of God, and how they 
can find Him. They need to realize that there are not many 
ways-as the heathen believed. � is .Q!!J,r .2P& lm.Y1 
Therefore, we must never allow them to misinterpret what we 
do because of the eternal issues which are involved. 



CB - 3/9/69 a.m. 

GOD ' S  PROVISION FOR THOSE WHO PREACH 
1 Cor. 9 : 1-14 

Intro: As we come to chapter 9 we find Paul discussing a 
matter he had to face very, very often : the defence 

of his apostleship .  It seems that there were always those 
who sought to belittle him and his ministry because he was not 
one of the original twelve. After his approach to the ques
tion of eating meat to idols in ch. 8,  he knew that this 
would sought very un-apostolio to many of them because being 
an apostle meant the full exercise of authority. 

The word, authority, is used several times in these two 
ohapters .  It is translated "liberty" in 8:9. It is trans
lated "power" in 9:4. It is used 2x in 9:12 • 

.5) � 
SO--is his unwillingness to eat meat a proof that he is not 
an apostle? 

To answer the charge Paul sets about to show another area in 
which he baa not used his rights--and he tells them �. 
This was much closer to them because it concerned � � £! 
money--� moneyl \ N �-(Ol..U c:,."" '''' I! Fo(/.. -#r..J\f \,)-t!-o W Pt N"'- "f"O 

l..!..I'J cW ,.�e 'F I  f'tJ Pf..JC,I-Ao\- .f 12- 1  N e t  P\...I!" S  
But first, let us notice <>", ..v. ... �"'!l'" Wo� . 

1 .  THE PROOF OF HIS APCSTIBSHIP (9:1, 2) . 

The first two questions are reversed in most of the Gk MSS . 
He was "free" as a believer first, and then had the added 
distinction of being "an apostle . "  

But , on his apostleship, he follows two lines of proof : 

A. " Have I not seen Jesus Christ , our Lord?" Cf. 1 Cor. 
15:8-10. He is , of oourse ,  referring to his exper
ienoe with the Lord on the road to Damascus , reoorded 
in Aots 9, repeating in Acts 22 and 26 . Cf. Aots 
22 :14, 15. 

B .  "The seal of of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord . "  
Of all churches, they especially were the proof , � 
authentioation, the confirmation, � evidenoe of 
Paul ' s  apostleship .  

C f .  2 Cor. 3 : 1-3 ; 12:11, 12. 
Having established this , he goes on to point out something 
whioh they, apparently, were overlooking: 

II. HIS RIGJrI'S AS AN APOSTLE (9:3-lJ.,) . 



1 Cor .  9 : 1-11. (2) 

V. 3 makes it very clear that the Apostle Paul was on 
trial. "Answer" is defence . We get our word apologetics 
from thiB word. "Examine" means to question, �."h., 
.1£ scrutinize, to inveetigate . 

There is nothing to indicate that the �hole church felt 
antagonistic toward him, but some were putting him on 
trial in the hopes of turning others away from him. 

So Paul is answering their charges . He does it along � 

� .  
A .  By pointing out Hhat others Hho have min:!.stered to 

them are doing (9 :4-6) • 

Is there any reason why they (possibly speaking of 
himself and Barnabas ) did not have the right, the 
authority to eat and drink, i . e . ,  to provide for their 
physical needs? Cf . v. 4. 

Some of the men, including Peter , had wives , and thus 
their needs were greater . Why could he not do the 
same, i. e . ,  "lead about a sister as II: wife"? 

The others were not working to support thems elves as 
he was . Was it possible that everyone could expect 
support except Paul and Barnabas? 

So, by looking at what the others were doing, some 
who were not even apostles , could there by any justi
fication at all for making special cases out of Paul 
and his companions ?  

The answer is, "NOl" 

B .  By considering three occupations ,{hich in themselves 
represent the Hork of the ministry (9:7) . 

--r..j;;' $ E  -n-\n..... They are � soldier , the husbandman, and � shepherd. 
,\ .... <>0 1" c..,..., a.... There is no question in any of these cases but that 

"TWJt.o:e ... s.�" c..,-s. 
of' T.oI;';: ",. "', .. ..,. ... '( . the man should be supported by the occupation which 
,. .... , ,"'.  " '.3 ', ' u>(l., takes his time . 

�'. t... - " 'J 
, /f e-r. S ',")... 4.  But then Paul can sense that some of them are saying, 

"But Paul is just talking like a man of the world. What 
he is trying to prove does not apply inthe Lord ' s  work . "  
And s o  his next l:I.ne of evidence is 

C .  By consi.dering the Horel of God (9 :8-10) . He quotes 
from Deut . 25:4. Paul raises the question in using 
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verse, "Was God saying this for the axen?" Luther 
has answered this perhaps facetiously and yet wisely 
when he says , "Oxen can't readl" 

Therefore, it is "altogether" for us, i.e. , undoubted
£l, assuredly, .!2;z .@ �, for us l God wall speak
ing for the benefit of the axen, but He intended that 
we would learn something from it. 

So the Word of God supports it. 

Next 

D .  By cons idering "hat they are doj.ng fOI' others (9 :  
ll , 12a) . 

others were being supported by the Church of Corinth. 
Should not the Apostle Paul have priority over every
one else in this case because no one had had the 
part he had had in starting and in establishj�g the 
Corinthian Church? 

Their inconsistency was glaring . It was personal, not 
based on principle . 

The final reason is seen 

E .  By considerine; the priesthood of the Old Testruaent 
(9 :13 ) .  Cf. Num. 18 :8-24. 

This would have been a tremendous blow to the men 
who were opposing Paul--especially the Judaizers . 

All of this evidence points indisputably to one great 
fact, and Paul states it in v. 14: 

"Even so hath the Lord ordained (planned, ordered, 
commanded) that they "ho prea.ch the 'Cospel should 
live of the gospel . "  

Concl: From this cha.pter there are certain important truths 
which we need to know concerning the support of the 

Lord' s  work. 

In � .ill::!!.!: place we learn that .:!:ill! work of God is ,:!& � 
supported financialb .!2;z the people .2f God. But Paul' s  
whole attitude here is not one of forcing the Lord' s  people 
to do something (he mentions no amounts ) ;  they are to be 

_ trained to give--just as Paul is teaching the Corinthian 
believers in this chapter. 

SecondLy, this means by implication that .:!:ill! church is � to 
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What a tragedy that there has been such a terrii'ic breakdown 
at this point! l� Christian organizations unblushingly 
appeal to the world for help . This can only confuse the 
most important issues in the world in the minds of people who 
do not know the Lord. 

Let me say to any of you who do not know the Lord--please do 
not feel when the offering plate is passed that you are under 
any obligation whatsoever. The offering is only for those 
who know the Lord. We are delighted to have you come, but 
we want you to realize that the Lord wants you--not your 
money. m. Dr. Lewis Johnson �nd the Braniff pilot . 

Thirdly, Paul teahhes us that spiritual blessing will produce 
the needed support for the work of God. 

Today many churches have quit teaching the Word of God. The 
people are not being blessed. The crowds begin to fall away, 
and then we have to resort to all kinds of financial plans 
to get the money that is needed to keep the doors of the 
church open. 

IF WE WOULD ONLY PREACH THE WORD OF GOD AND SEEK GOD'S BLESSING 
IN THE LIVES OF HIS PEOPLE, WE WOULD BE AMAZED TO SEE HOW GOD 
HOULD MEET THE NEEL'S .  

Cf . Exodus 36 : 5-7, where the people were bringing because 
their hearts stirred them to give. 

Fourthly, Paul lets us know that a wrong attitude tO�Tard 
money will hinder the preaching of the Gospel. Cf. 9:12b. 
We are going to see more about this next SUllday, but let us 
notice it in closing this morning. 

One thing which can ruin a man's ministry is a wrong, a greedy 
attitude toward money. It is easy for people to get the 
impression that we are more concerned about what they have to 
give us than we are about what we have to give theml 

Paul accepted gifts from other churches . (Read Phil. 4 . )  
But the situation here was such that he refused to exercise 
his right, his authority, because he did not want anything to 
hinder the ministry of the Word of God to those who needed 
to know Christ as Saviour . 
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ALL THINGS TO ALL hEN 
1 Cor. 9:15-23 

Intro : From the beginning of ch. 7 and on Paul is answering 
questions . In ch. 8 we have Question #2--concerned 

with a very great problem for the people of God who live in a 
pagan society: .1h.2 eating of � offered to �. 
Paul tells them that he does B£] eat meat, and he tells them 
� (i. e . ,  meat offered to idols ) .  

This leads him on to another related matter: � question of 
his support .!?;y � Corinthians . Again, he did not accept 
support from them although he had the right, the authority, 
to do so. 

His reason for not eating meat offered to idols was because 
he did not want it to be misinterpreted by someone who needed 
to know the Saviour . 

His reason for not accepting support was exactly the same : 
"lest we should hinder the Gospel of Christ" (9: l2b) • 

From the � first 2! this epistle � have � that the great 
burden .!ill... the � £f � Apostle Paul lm!i! to � people 
with the Gospel .!!2 they could be saved. 

To reach men he was immoveable on the essentials . (Note his 
resistance to philosophy, to oratory, to baptism, etc. in the 
early chapters of this epistle . )  

To reach men he refused to do certain things which he had a 
perfect right to do, i.e . ,  eating meat offered to idols , and 
accepting support from the Corinthian church. 

If we are to win others to Christ, there are certain things 
l{hich we must do, things which rul � .!d:lJ. � � 12 do . 
These things cannot always be specified, but they are to be 
recognized when the time comes . 

But, as Paul leads up to these, let us note carefully his 
approach. 

I .  THg COl iPfiLLIHG FORCE IN HIS LIFE (1 C or .  9:15-17) . 

Paul does not want to be misunderstood. He had not exer
cised his rights as a servant of the Lord, but he did not 
want them to think that he was mentioning it to get them 
to do something. 



lIe .!:!!!f! not hinting. 

1 Cor. 9 : 15-23 (2 )  

Neither � he complaining. (How easy it is to do both 
of these things!) He had found such joy (II glorying" ) 
in the path he had taken that he would rather die than to 
have the joy taken away from h:im. 

Hhat a tremendous epistle this is for those of us who 
preach I How much we can learn from the Apostle Paull 

But now we are coming to one of the most significant 
statements in the whole epistle regarding Paul' s  under
standing of the ministry. It is this : "Necessity is 
laid upon me ." 

What does he mean? 

Perhaps we can understand it better if we can see how 
Luke uses the verb, "laid upon," in Acts 27:2Q-IIEo small 
tempest la, .Q!1 us, all hope that He should be saved .. as 
then taJcen away . II 

Paul ' s  call to the ministry had the effect upon h:im that 
the storm had on the ship which was carrying Paul and his 
companions toward Rome. The power of it, the urgency 
of it, the compulSion of it, was such that Paul could do 
nothing but preach the Gospel. 

Did you ever hear men talk about choosing the ministry? 
Paul does not talk that way. The ministry is not � 
profession; it is � divine vocation. 

Listen to I T:im. 1:12 where Paul is the writer: "And I 
thank Christ J asus our Lord, ,-,ho hath enablod me , for that 
he counted me faithful, putting � into 'the millistry . "  

Did you get that? 

When Peter in Acts 11 was trying to explain to his Jewish 
brethren why he had gone to the Gentiles, he ends his 
report by saying, "What .. as I ,  tha't I could .. ithstand GOd?1I 

Spurgeon used to tell his students in London, "Don' t preach 
if you can do anything elsel" That is , if you can be 
happy doing anything else, then do not go into the ministry. 

V .  17 makes Paul' s  thought a little clearer. 

"Willingly" means to have a choice in the matter. If he 
had had a choice , and had decided to go with the Lord, then 
he should "have a reward." But, if without leaving the 
option to h:im, a stewardship was thrust on h:im, then his 
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first concern should not be the reward, the pay he would 
receive , but faithfulness to the task that the Lord had 
conunitted to him as a bondservant . 

- --

Cf . 1 Cor. 4:1, 2 .  
\mto 

And because he was a steward, Paul had to say, "Woe is me, 
if I preach not the gospel ! "  A day of judgment is coming 
and then men will realize as never before what a serious 
thing it is to tamper with the gospel of the grace of God. 
Oh, that this conception of the ministry could be estab
lished in all of our hearts 1 

But let us go on to see what was 

II . nUL ' S  nEHAlUl (1  C or .  9:18, 19) .  

If Paul was not after the money of the Corinthians , what 
was the reward that he got out of the ministry which kept 
in the ministry. After all, we will just not keep doing 
something which does not give us � satisfaction. 

Paul ' s  reward was in bringing people to know the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour-and to do it ";lithout charge ." He 
charged Q2 � i£r � preaching 2f � Gospel . 

You see it was not only what he preached, but the condi
tions \mder which he preached, that gave him his reward. 

Do you see how Paul is getting aro\md to tell us again 
that the work of God is NOT to be supported by people 
before they come to know the Lord? What a tragedy that 
we have given the people of the world cause to think that 
we are more interested in what they can do for us .fl.u!m
cial�y than we are in what we can do for them spirituall;y . 

S o  Paul, though he independent of all men, and \mder no 
obligation to adapt himself to them, yet he had made 
himself, lit . ,  a bondservant "\mto all, that he might gain 
the more . "  

And from this point on through v. 22 he talks about "gain . "  
He was out to " gain" men, not money. He wanted to win 
them to faith in, the Lord Jesus Christ . 

But let us look at 

� III . THE FmLD O F  lJillOIl (1 Cor . 9:20-23 ) .  

Look at vv. 20-22 carefully. 
of people in the world : (1) 
those who are "without law." 

There are two major groups 
"JEll�S , "  and (2) Gentiles--
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Each of these two groups can likewise be divided into two 
groups :  

(1) There are Jews who are not religious , and theta 
are Jews who � religious . 

(2) There are Gentiles who are � religious , and there 
are Gentiles who � religious . 

This is the distinction that he draws in these verses . 

A. The people of Israel-found a s  they are throughout the 
world. Are you concerned about reaching them? 

If so you will find that they fall into two classes . 

1. liThe J8\{s"--the title which depicts the national 
distinction of this people, many of whom have 
little or no concern for religion. 

Then there are those Jews who are 

2 .  "tLnder the la1,r"-trying by their own religious 
observances to establish enought merit with God 
so that they will finally be accepted by Him. 

Cf. Paul ' s  great burden in Rom. 10:1-4. 

Let me say it this morning : No � Testament evangel
istic emphasi.§ .rum ignore the spiritual needs of the 
people of Israel . 

Nore than the land of Israel today, the J ews � 
Christl Their greatest day of suffering is still 
ahead. What are you doing to reach the Jew for 
Christ? Do you know enough about them to know how 
to approach tham unoffensively? 

But let us look also at 

B .  The GentHes . Here, too, there are twe groups . All 
of them are , in a sense, 

1. "1.Ji theut ISH . II The Gentiles were never placed 
under the law . But , beyond that, they have for 
the most part chosen to ignore "the work: of the 
law written in their hearts" (Rom. 2 : 15 ) .  Reject
ing the light that they do have , they have chosen 
for the most part to live lives defying the moral 
standards of God. 

They are not a very lovely group , but they must 
be reached. They need Christ. Are you concerned 
about them? 



1 Cor. 9 : 15-23 ( 5 )  

Then there are those Gentiles who are 

2 .  liThe 'Hank . 1I 

Cf. 1 Cor. 8:9,  10. This is a designation of the 
religious Gentiles . 

vlhy are they called "weal," ? Because they, like 
some Jews , are trying to please God, trying to 
worship God, trying to find God, trying to live for 
God, BUT TIlEY DO NOT HAVE THE POlmt TO DO IffiAT 
TIlEY ARE TRYING TO DO-MID TIlEY NEVER �nLL FIND 
IT IN Tlilll£ELVES I 

Do you ever look at religious Gentiles sympatheti
cally for what they are? 

How well do we get along with non-Christian Gentiles? 
Are we willing to become their servants , to keep from 
offending them, in order that somehow, possibly over 
a long period of time we might be able to win them 
to Christ? 

Paul concludes with v. 23. The Gospel is the burden 
upon his heart. Is it our burden? 

Q.Qpcl : '.filat lessons there are here for the child of God who 
wants to bring others to Christl 

Do you see that this is going to take time? Do you see that 
you cannot approach every person the same way? Do you see 
how you and I need to love people , how we need to avoid 
offending them, how we must exercise patience, how we must 
expect and accept rebuffs--a11 for the sake of the Gospel1 

And sometimes our opportunities may come to us in the most 
unexpected ways . Cf. Paul' s  imprisonment , and his testimony 
in Phil. 1:12 ff. 
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T HE  RACE AND Tflli. CRO,m 
1 Cor. 9:24-27 

Intro :  For anyone w o  wants t o  lmow what it means to serve 
the Lord, the first epistle of Paul to the Corinthians 

is full of instruction 1 

We have seen again and again the priority which he places on 
.h!!! message : � Gospel of .2!l!: � Jesus Christ. He refused 
to change it. He refused to embell:l.sh it with philosophy or 
with oratory. His commission from God was to preach the 
Gospel throughout the world, and he was not about to do any
thing else. 

But we have seen also that the message is inseparably linked 
with � llmE (or woman) bears witness to others .  

Therefore, he has touched on such things as their lack of 
unity, their failure to grow spiri tuslly , their tendency to 
glory in men , their pride , their carelessness about certain 
sins, and, most recently in .2!l!: messages, their intense desire 
to exercise their liberty � believers I 

And so this is where we are now in the epistle . 

Two questions from the Corinthians have brought him to this 
point : one had to do with various problems related to 
marriage; the other had to do with money--his right to receive 
support from the Corinthian Church. 

He has been trying to show them that everything which touches 
our lives must be brought into the light of God' s purpose in 
leaving us here on earth, and that there are some things 
which are legitimate in themselves whioh we must forego, if 
we are serious about wanting to Hve for the Lord. 

Now we come to an illustration. It is the first of two . We 
will consider the second one next week. The first has to do 
with a race; the second (10:1-11) is taken from the history 
of Israel. 

I .  THf� GREC IA!! GJU-lES --AN EXANPlE. 

About once every three years the Grecian games were held 
on the outskirts of C orinth. Every citizen of Corinth 
lmew what they were, and eagerly looked forward to their 
coming . Doubtless ,  some of the Corinthian believers had 
even participated in them even though they were generally 
not participated in by Christians because of their close 
ties with idolatry and immorality. 

Men would train diligently for 10 months , and the race for 



1 Cor. 9 :24-27 (2 )  

which they trained would often take less than 10 minutes .  
Nevertheless , in spite of this, the athletes did nothing 
else for the 10 months but train for the race. Trained 
judges supervised everything they did: how much and what 
they ate , how much they slept, their exercises, their 
leisure time , etc. The race � first. Nothing � 
� allowed to interfere . 

Every runner hoped that he would be the winner--that he 
would get the prize. When Paul uses the word, " strjveth, "  
in v .  25,  he is describing the whole training period as 
well as the race . We get our word, agonizing, from it. 
Everything � geared � agonizing self-discipline l This 
was the key to it all. 

Every athlete today knows something of this . 
to win is linked to his willingness to train. 
this takes years . 

His ability 
Usually 

I heard last night on the news about a baseball 
player who had his rookie year last year. His father 
got him started when he was 5 years oldl 

Or ,  think of the training that our high school 
basketball players have gone through in preparation 
for the State t01ll'nament this last week. Hours 
upon hours of training • • • 

And " one receivcth the prize ." And every runner in those 
Grecian gBJlles trained and ran, hoping, expecting that he 
would be the one who would have the glory of winning . 

"All right ," Paul says , "so run, that ye may obtain ." 

To obtain means to make it y01ll' .2liB, refuse � � in 
terms of defeat regardless of the opposition, you get the 
coveted prize in spite � everything else! 

The sad thing about athletic contests is that everyone 
cannot win. 

But this is not the case with the race Christians are 
inVolved in-EVERYONE CAN WIN, but not everyone will winl 
The point that Paul is making is that every child of God 
is to look at what it takes to produce a winning athlete 
and make the application to his own life . 

This is a life, this is a ministry, this is a fellowship 
which calls for the same kind of devotion, the same kind 
of intense discipline . Nothing must be allowed to inter
fere with 01ll' race as ChristianS , and we must not be con
cerned about anything but WINNINGl 



Now, let us talee another look at the Grecian games to see 
another point the Apostle Paul is malcing . 

I I .  THE GRECIAN Gill []i�'l--A lUlJICULCUS E;PEC'rAGLE. 

This is it: "UOH they do it to obtain a corl"lJ:,ot;ble 
.Qt£jill" (v. 2 5b) • 

-

The crown was a t\dsted pine-wreath which would not last 
more than a week--and then it �/B.s gone forever. 

Paul, I am sure, would not minimize the glory attached 
with winning , but that glory is so soon forgotten. It 
s eems that , as was the case with the Corinthians , if this 
is the main emphasis in life , life would be very empty 
indeed I 

Paul says in 1 Tim. 4:8, "For bodily exercise profiteth 
little (i .e . ,  for a little while ) , but godliness is 
profitable unto all things, having promise of the life 
that now is ,  and of that which is to cane .  II 

Paul is not minimizing the importance of sports . From 
the references in his epistles to various sports activi
ties , it YOuld s eem that he �s very interested in 
athletic competition. 

But he is saying this • • • CAN YOU EXPLAIN WHY MEN WIIL 
SHot" SUCH DEDICATION AND SELF-DISCIPLINE FOR A "CORRUPTIBLE 
CROWN" WHEN THE PEOPLE OF GOD WILL GIVE PRACTICALLY NO 
THOUGHT TO THE "INCORRUPTIBLE CROWN" WHICH CAN BE THEIRS? 

Paul wrote to Timothy about "a  crmm of righteousness" 
(2 Tim. 4:8) . 

James wrote about "the crmn1 of life" (Jas. 1:12) . 

Peter spoke of "a  cro,Ul of glory that fadeth not a\my" 
(1 Pet. 5 :4) .  

This is not SALVATION; there is no doubt here . But Paul 
is talking about those eternal rewards which will be given 
to every child of God who faithfully fulfils his steward
ship to obey the Word and to witness for the Lord when
ever it is possible to do so. 

The Corinthians stood rebuked before such writing. What 
about us? Have we been turned aside by the pursuits that 
the world is so concerned about that we have lost sight 
of the race we are to run? Is it true that we are not 
willing to show the same diligence and s elf-discipline for 
oW incorruptible crown? 



Now we are ready for 

III . TIm APPLICATION (1 Cor . 9 :26 ,  27) . 

Will you note how Paul turns the attention back on himself? 
And he introduces another sport : boxing. 

� Christians .!!:!:!! running, but they run "uncertainly, "  
i.e . ,  they do not know what the goal is . They are just 
running to be running. 

Some Christians .!!:!:!! bOXing, but they are ehadow-boxing. 
They act like they are putting on a performance, not like 
there are opponents to be faced in our lives as Christians . 

The great , intense purpose of Paul ' s  life is expressed in 
v. 27. 

He was lit. going to make his body and its desires , right 
and wrong, a slave to him; he was not going to be his 
body ' e  slave . 

Robertson feels that Paul may be playing on words when 
he uses the word translated "preached." It is the 
familiar Gk word • A "at the games 
announced the rules of the game and called out the com
petitors" (IV, 150) . PAUL KNEW THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR 
ONE WHO HAS PREACHED TIlE GOOPEL TO OTHERS TO BECOHE 
l:OT ACCl!:PTAIlIE TO GOD HD£ELF. 

This does not mean the loss of salvation. But it does 
mean the loss of reward. " If any man' s  work ehall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss : but he himself shall be 
saved; yet so as by fire" (1 Cor. 3:15) . 

� : The same thing applies to soldiers . "No man that 
warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this 

life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a 
soldier" (2 Tim. 2 :4) . 

Young man, interested in sports, are you as anxious to grow 
spiritually as you are to develop your skill in that sport? 

Students, are you as diligent in your spiritual life as you 
are in your studies? 

Businessman, are you as anxious to get ahead spiritually as 
you are financially? 

These are the tests . May God give us such a desire for Him
self that there will be nothing that we will do which will 
show a greater desire to "obtain" than in our walk with Godl 
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ANCIENT WARNINGS OF PRESENT DANGERS 
1 Cor . 1 0 : 1 - 1 5  

Intra : In answering some o f  the questions tha t the Cor in-
thian Church had sent to him , Paul has been seek ing 

to show the Corinthians that there is a very definite need 
in the l ife of a child of God for s e l f -control , s e l f 
res traint--tha t ,  whi l e  w e  a r e  FREE , is  wi l l  l ead to d i sas
ter for u s  to f e e l  that we can car e l e s s ly do anything that 
we want t o .  

The farther w e  go i n  t h e  ep i s t l e  t h e  more comprehen s ive 
this princ iple becomes . 

In 9 : 24-2 7 Paul has i l lus trated what he means by ref erring 
to the sports events which were so popular in Corinth-
reminding them of the d i sc i p l in e  tha t an a thlete mus t  
voluntar i ly subj ect hims elf to 11 he i s  to be � winner l 

� � £2me-12 the second i l lustration--from the h i s t ory 
of Israel--bu t ,  what is more important , from the divine 
record of the h i s tory of I srael as recorded in the OT t 

Notice f i r s t  

I .  HIS AUTHORITY TO U S E  THE EXPERIENCES OF I SRAEL. Cf . 
vv . 6 ,  1 1 .  

Here we see One o f  the reason s  why we shou ld never s top 
read ing the OT. One of the main reaSOnS for the 
s tor i e s  of the OT is that we might be spared from the 
sins which the people of God have been gui l ty of in the 
pas t .  They became types for � ,  that i s ,  they are to 
s erve a s  warn ings t o  us so that we wi l l  not b e  guilty 
of the same s in s .  

I t  i s  even more important for u s  because we are those 
"upon whom the end s of the wor l d  (ages ) are come . "  
The term ages is used to describe the h i s tory of the 
wor ld a s  divided into period of time dur ing which there 
have been c er tain degenerating influences present . 
I t  means that mora l condi tions will  not improve ; i t  
mean s that they wi l l  degenerate more and mor e .  S o  tha t ,  
i f  anything , � s truggle with � wi l l  be much greater 
than pas t  generat ions have exper ienc ed . 

The main poin t ,  therefor e ,  i s  this :: I f  we know the 
Word of God w" �wi l l  know il l l  that we need to know to 
be kept from the things which w i l l  d i s p l e a s e  the Lor d 
and br ing tragedy into our l ives . Let us pray that 
our hearts may be open to what the Lord has to say to 
u s  thi s morning . 
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I I .  THE BLE S SING OF GOD UPON I S RAEL ( vv .  1 - 5 ) .  

Paul i s  wri ting to a Church that is  predominantly 
G enti l e .  So he begins b y  saying that h e  not only wants 
them to know about the his tory of I s ra e l ,  but he wants 
them to know what that h i story means !: 

Note thes e  deta i l s :  
( 1 )  I n  vv . 1 -4 Paul u s e s  the word "al l "  five time s .  
( 2 )  In v .  5 we have the word "many" ( the""Gki s  

better trans lated , �) . 
( 3 ) In vv. 7 - 1 0  he u s e s  the word " s ome" four times . 

So. l e t  u s  see now what happened to " a l l "  of the Israel
ites who came out of Egyp t .  

A .  ALL EXPERIENCED THE SAME DELIVERANCE , GUIDANCE , 
AND PRESENCE OF GOD ( v .  l b ) .  

B .  ALL \,ERE BAPTI ZED ( li t .  into ) UNTO }lOSES ( v .  2 ) .  

Baptism in the B i b l e  speaks of death , bur ial ,  and 
r e surr ection. C f .  Rom . 6 �1 f f .  This s tatement 
here means that God ' s  presenc e in the c l oud and 
H i s  d e l iveranc e of the peop l e  through the Red Sea 
conf irmed the fact that Moses waS the ir d ivinely 
appointed l eader . � of them had the opportunity 
to see thi s .  They shou l d  have died to their own 
d e s ir e s , and been a l ive to the work that God was 
doing through Mos e s .  

C .  ALL EXPERIENCED THE SAME DAILY PROV I S I ON FROH GOD 
( vv. 3 ,  4 ) . 

"Spiritual"  here means supernatura l .  

Note how we have an empha s i s  on bapti sm ,  and then 
eating and drinking which in this chapter wi l l  b e  
u s e d  t o  r e f e r  t o  the Lord ' s  Supper . 

But even then, Chr i s t  wa s making the provi s ion a s  
He does f or u s  now. 

With a l l  of the s e  provi s i on s ,  and the fact that " a l l "  
were aware o f  what God was do ing , how anything g o  wrong? 

But next we read of 

I I I .  THE JUDGl1ENT OF GOD--AND THE REASON S FOR THAT JUDGMENT 
( vv .  5 , 7 - 1 0 ) .  

A .  THE JUDGMENT OF GOD ( v .  5 ) .  
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Hhen Paul speak s of "many , "  or mos t ,  he a c tually 
means a l l  � two l Caleb and Joshua wer e the on ly 
two men out of p o s s i b ly 2 , 000, 000 people who were 
permitted to s e e  the promi s e d  lan d .  

They were "overthrown , "  a s  though h i t  b y  a hur r i 
Cane . 

Why? Paul c i t e s  four examples from the OT : Ex. 32 ; 
Num. 2 4 ;  2 1 ;  16 . 

B .  THE REASONS FOR THAT JUDGMENT ( vv.  7- 1 0 ) . Paul 
mentions four r ea s on s ,  and now u s e s  the word ,  
" s ome . "  

1 .  Ido latry ( v .  7 ) .  God i s  j ea lou s of the wor ship 
of His peop l e .  Here worship waS not only g iven 
to a golden c a l f  (a carry-over from Egypt ) ,  but 
worship ended in play ing- -dancing , hilar i ty ,  
frivo l i t y .  

The f a c t  that Pau l c i t e s  t h i s  i s  evid ence that 
idolatry i s  s t i l l  �. 

2 .  Fornicat ion ( v. 8 ;  c f .  Num. 24) . Thi s  i s  
a lways the companion o f  idolatry in the Word of 
God . 

We are s e e ing a r elaxing of mora l s tandard s  in 
our day which i s  unbe l i eva b l e ,  but l e t  u s  
r ea l i z e  tha t ,  though man ' s  s tandards of moral
i ty may change ,  GOD HAS NEVER ALTERED HI S 
STANDARDS"! And the person who violates the 
r i ghteousn e s s  of God wi l l  pay a dreadul price .  

I t  i s  bad enough when you s e e  this in the wor l d ,  
but it i s  bad beyond descript ion when you s ee 
the people of God caught in fornication. 

3. Tempting the Lord (v. 9 ;  c f .  Num . 2 1 ) .  

We are so prone to categori z e  s in s . Notice 
that this sin and the one men t ioned in v.  10 
are men tioned right a long with idolatry and 
forn ication . 

What does i t  mean to tempt the Lor d? 

I t  meant that they were out to see if He r ea l ly 
meant what He s a i d ,  i f  He had the power t o  back 
up H i s  Wor d ,  or i f , in spite of everything , He 
might not u u s t  cont inue to be graciou s l 
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God ' s  answer to their tempting i s  very c l ear 
in Num. 2 1 .  

4 .  Murmur ing ( v .  1 0 ;  c f .  Num . 1 6 ) .  

Here the peop l e  were forgetting what God had 
told them when they "were a l l  bap t i z er!  unto 
Moses in the c loud and in the s ea . "  

Pos s i b ly this i s  a l s o  a rebuke of the Corinth
ian Church becaus e  of their rej ection of Pau l ' s  
apo s t o l i c  author ity.  

They wer e free from Egyp t ,  but they were not 
free to choos e  their own way ,  nor to d e s p i s e  
the l eader whom God had p la c ed over them. 

Judgmen t ,  judgmen t ,  judgmen t ,  judgment I 

I V .  THE APPLICATION ( vv .  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  

A .  BEWARE ( v .  1 2 ) .  

Every chi l d  of God today has been b l e s sed wi th " a l l  
spiritual b l e s s ings i n  the heavenly places in 
Chr i s t "  ( Ep h .  1 : 3 ) ,  but we must never let past 
exper i en c e ,  or l ength of time that we have known 
the Lor d ,  or even our knowl edge of the truth , make 
us care l e s s  about s i n .  About the t ime we get to 
the p lace where we f e e l  that we cannot s i n ,  then 
our guard i s  down , and d i s a s ter strik e s .  

B .  BELIEVE ( v .  1 3 ) .  What a prom i s e  the Apo s t l e  has 
given u s  here . 

We need to b e l i eve three thing s .  

1 .  We need t o  b e l i eve that i t  i s  human to b e  
C- \" ,  \ -.1 '; \' q, tempted.  I t  i s  "common to man . "  As long a s  

w e  are i n  the f l esh , we wi l l  b e  capable to s i n .  

2 .  W e  need to b e l i eve i n  the faithful n e s s  o f  God . 
He i s  One who can b e  trusted.  You can rely 
imp l ic i t ly on Him.  You wi l l  fai l ,  but He cannot 
f a i l .  C f .  1 Cor . 1 : 9 . 

3 .  He need to b e l ieve what He says about tempta
tion .  

He wi l l  make � �, !!!! egr es s ,  � way �. 
Any Chr i stian can s in ;  no Chr i s tian has to s i n l  
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Conc l :  Do you see how important i t  is  f or you to know the 
who le Bib l e �  Wi l l  you be s imp l e  enough, and hone s t  

enough to recogn i z e  that Paul has been speaking about you 
in this passage of Scr ipture? 

"The end of the a g e s "  has f a l l en upon u s .  How near the 
return of the Lord must b e ,  we cannot tel l .  But surely i t  
cannot b e  far away . 

Whi l e  we wai t ,  we who have been "bap t i z ed into J e su s  Christ" 
mus t  remember that this means that we now have the capacity 
to "walk in newness of l i f e " - - that it is  just a s  pos s i b l e  
for u s  t o  walk with G o d  i n  our day a s  it was f or Noah i n  
h i s  day when , a s  f a r  a s  the Scr iptur es a r e  concerned , he 
had prac t i ca l ly no encouragement even from his famil y ! 

Let u s  take this to hear t ,  and pray tha t ,  by the grace of 
God , we may l ive by the Word o f  God regardless of the way 
the world may go , £! regardless of the way other Chr i s tians 
may Ji9. !  
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A CLOSE LOOK AT FELLOWSHIP 
1 Cor. 10:14-22 

�: All of you who have followed these messages from 1 
Corinthians will agree that we have � dealing with 

� � solemn themesl There were many things which threat
ened the Corinthian Church, and I am sure that you agree with 
me that we have seen many parallels with out awn day. 

/ , ���In chapters 5-7 he is dealing with fornication, adultery. 
;> '? .,)v I. ,v  

�0 A"" � In chapters 8-10 he is dealing with idolatry. ,>' A�Y' -
)# .,,\ I. 
AO' , �� Concerning both of these problems , Paul basically has one 
/�,� "answer : 

A � ".t-,I' (1) Cf. 1 Cor. 6 :18. 
":/' $' o ·  (2) Cf . 1 Cor. 10:1.4. 
I>' ;./. 9 In other words , if we do not want to get snared by these sins , 
,y.'" / the only thing to do is to keep just � 1§.:t away from � '.� 
/' � possibly .£lID. 

But , to turn to our Scripture for this morning, do we not 
have a contradiction? Let us call it 

1 .  A S rEfmlG PflRADOX (1 Cor. 10:11,.) . 

If v. 13 is true, then why is v. 14 neoessary. If the 
Lord "will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able,"  why do we have to be concerned about idolatry, or 
any other sin? 

Obviously the answer to this is that the promise does not 
apply regardless of what we do. If we place ourselves 
in tempting oircumstances , we will find that it is too 
great for us . 

So, the child of God must understand at the very outset 
that !!!! oannot afford to beoome careless � idolatry, .9!: 
about � � sinl If we know the power of Sin, and the 
sinful tendencies of our own hearts , then it is a. part of 
the will of God that we stay as far from it as we possibly 
oan. 

II . AN UNUSUIJL APpnOACH (1 Cor .  10:15 ) .  

We have seen in 1 Cor .  9:1,  for example, that there are 
times when Paul speaks with the authority of an Apostle. 

There are other times when he, as in the first part of 
chapter 10, summons the authority of the Old Testament . 

But notice clearly what he says here l It is as though he 
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i s  appeal:ing to the Cor:inthians to use their powers of 
reason. THERE IS 11UCH WHICH TIlE WORD OF GOD TEACHES THAT 
WE CAN SEE ILLUSTRATED IN EXPERIENCE , BUT WE SEEN TO BE 
SO BLIND AT TTI·!ES TO WHAT WE ARE SEEING ABOll US ALL OF THE 
Tn·lE l 

He gives them the privilege of tak:ing all that he is go:ing 
to say to them, exam:ining the evidence :in detail, and 
then coming to the right decision which :in turn will lead 
them to the right course of action. 

"It' dero'ly beloved" :in v. 14 ShOl�S how his heart is in 
what he has to tell them. So often when people try to 
keep us from doing things we feel that they are just try
ing to :interfere with our freedoms . 

Then Paul goes right to the heart of the matter. 

III . TilE l·rr;;JlIITG OF FJ:LHMSJIIP (1 Cor .  10 : 16-20) .  

"Fello\fflhip" (v . 20) , " cODummion" (v. 16 ) ,  and "partakers" 
(v. 1$) � .@  basically the same �. 

Note the three partll to thill : 
(1) First he speaks about the Church, like we are this 

morn:ing, at the Communion Table (vv. 16 , 17) . 
(2) Then he talks about the worship which unsaved Jews 

will go through (v . 18) . 
(3) Thirdly, he makes the application to what the 

Gentiles do (vv. 19, 20) . 

A .  Horsh:ip in the Church (vv. 16 , 17) . 

In all three of these categories he is talk:ing about 
our part :in that which we are do:ing with others. 

'" � From what Paul says here there s eems little doubt but 
;:> �I"-\ .,.0'1- that noth:ing which we do together as believers can be 

. 9',,'" ",'? ,"'? any more holy :in character, or designed to br:ing 
'" cpv"" ",,� ? greater blessing thail when we meet at the Lord ' s  ..:: t) " \ 

" ., " . ," � table . 
A.}.� .;..f? '  V"�v..� � ,  � .( c� _-<}'" . ,(  , �r;.5 11� "The cup of bless jJ1g" was the name given to the third 

o <>"',>,,? � ",(,,�,i<l'oup which was passed around at the Passover , and from 
""_ol'-� � <' �i'� /9 which it Seams that our Lord :instituted this Supper . 

� A:�� l.J .. t,c,. "He bless" it because we pray that we may be able 
XC A� .,1 to enter into the blessings that "the bloodn and "the 

, ,w·' 
• C"" ,,>Of' body of Christ" have provided for us . '- or;- -< , ." \!" But more than that , as the word fellowship indicates ,  

� � identify:ing ourselves with the Lord. We are 



participating symbolically in Christ just as we came 
into fellOl{ship with H:lm, into living union with H:lm, 
when we trusted H:lm as Saviour. We are acknOldedging 
that apart from His body and His blood we would have 
no place with God--that even our worship would be 
unacceptable . 

We are declaring our allegiance to Jesus Christ . 

If we are not doing this , then we should not be par
taking of the elements . 

V .  17 should read, "Since (there is) one bread, we, 
the many (or, the many of us) are one body." Our 
unity is displayed as we take the bread and the cup. 
I am becoming a part of what you are doing; you are 
becoming a part of what I am doing. We are together 
in our devotion to the Lord. 

B .  11 Israel after the flesh" (v, 1(1) , 

He is talking about Jews who do not cla:lJn to be 
Christians , who :still worship at "the altar , II (It 
seems to be Significant that Paul does not talk about 
Qgg--just "the altar , " ) 
No one would try to make any distinction between them. 
They are all trying to show together their devotion 
to the altar , their dependence upon the altar, their 
desire to serve at the altar. 

Why has he mentioned these things? Because he.ants them 
to see that the same thing applies to the idolatrous 
principles of the Gentiles . 

C .  The Gentiles (vv. 19, 20) , 

Some would remind h:lm of 8 :4. Has he changed his mind 
now? 

No! But he does want them to see that Satan and his 
demons are uSing the idols to turn the hearts of men 
away from the true God, and Paul says , very strongly 
in the Greek, "And I Hould not that ye should have 
fellOl/Ship "lith demons , If 

Evidently believers then were inclined to say, "What 
difference does it make if I attend an idol-feast?" 
Paul says, "It makes a lot of difference. "  It did not 
make any difference as to what they intended for it 
to mean; what mattered was what it did mean! They were 
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identifying themselves with those who were express ing 
their faith in idols , and what BllY Christian who went 
along with them did must be interpreted in the same 
way. 

It was playing into the hands of the Enemy. AND THE 
HISTORY OF ISRAEL WAS PROOF THAT YOU CAl'lNar FOLLOU 
THIS PATH A�ID STILL MAINTAIN YOUR DEVOTION TO THE 
LORD . 

Ue can be so smug about sin and not realize that we 
are courting disaster I 

From this point the Apostle states 

IV .  AN UHCHANGING PRINCIPLE . Cf . 1 Cor . 10 :21. 

In a day when we have been taught that truth is relative , 
it is well for us to recognize that here is � God-given 
ABSOLUTE. 

And experience will bear out the truth of this verse l 

Paul does not mean that it is impossible for you to come 
to the Lord' s table this morning, and to be sharing your 
love for Him with some sin. No, you can do that l BUT 
\-lI1AT HE IS SAYING IS THAT YOU i-lILL Nar CONTINUE TO u/ ORSHIP 
GOD IF YOU DO! It is impossible for both to continue. 

Our Lord said, "No man can serve. tHO masters ; for either 
ho 1Iill hate t'18 ana , and love the other ; or else he Hill 
hold to tho ono, and despise the other . Ye cmmot. serve 
God end Doney" (Matt. 6 :21,) . 

In our text and in Matt. 6 : 24 Qgg 2:!! mentioned first . 

Many people come to the Communion Table hoping that this 
will bring them back from all of the difficulties that 
they are facing spiritually WHEN THE REAL TROUBLE IS THAT 
TIlEY ARE TRYING TO DIVIDE THEIR AFFECTIOll3 , AND IT CANNar 
BE DONE. And those who m 12 follow � path .!!2..2!l .!YlQ 
that they � � and less 12 .:!J1ll Lord' s  �l 

Regardless of how you might try, you cannot change this 
absolute truthl 

But, lest we think that this is just an optional choice that 
we can make , note finally 

V .  TJ-fb SEHICUS CONSEQT.r;;NCE (v. 22 ) .  

Do you need to read again the last part of vv. 8, 9, & 101 
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Ilut , you say, " I  kno;r a lot of Christians who are living 
the way they want to, and they are getting away with it." 

Do you? Are you sure they are? Can you vouch for what is 
going on in their hearts? Are you sure that God is not 
going to do something drastic? 

Are you willing to run the risks of provoking God to anger? 
This is lit. the idea in v. 22 .  Do you feel that you are 
stronger than God is so that you can overrule anything 
that He might do to stop you in your tracks? 

Cf. Psa. 78: 5$..64 and Deut. 32 :21-43 . Read the Word and 
see what has happened when the people of God have turned 
from Hm. 

Concl: May I speak to you as "nw dearly beloved" in clOSing 
nw message this morning-and especially as we come 

to the Lord' s  Table? 

If you have been flirting with sin in any form, can you not 
see where it is leading? Can you not see how it will ruin 
your fellowship with the Lord, and ruin your life? 

Let us not be fooled by the spirit of the age , by the casting 
aside of those God-given principles which God intends for 
those of US who are His people to live by. Let us thank God 
for anyone , parent, Sunday School teacher , friend, or whoever 
it may be who cares enough to warn you against the tragic 
effects of sin. 

There is only one way to joy, to peace of mind, and to the 
blessing of God. That is to "flee" from those things that 
displease God, and seek to walk in the closest harmony with 
His Word. Hay God grant us the wisdom and strength to do this 
even though the World goes more and more in its own way--
the way of death. 
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LIVING HITHOUT OFFENSE 
1 Cor . 10:23-33 

Intro: Ive are coming to the close of the section in this 
epistle where the Apostle Paul has been dealing with 

the problem of eating meat offered to idols . The importance 
of this problem is seen by the space which Paul devotes to the 
subject (chs. 8-10 ) .  

As far as idolatry is concerned, they were to "flee" from it. 
They as the people of God had no choice. 

As far as eat:lDg � offered 12 � was concerned, there 
was some place for each believer to exercise his own judgment . 
However , Paul does give them some basic pr:lDciples to consider 
in making their decisions . 

The repetition of 6:12 in 10:23 indicates that behind much of 
the questioning that was going on in the Corinthian Church was 
this problem: � .l:!!l!i!.j; .!l:!:!l the rights of � beHever? 

In answering this Paul makes it very clear that there are some 
things which are always wrong. The child of God is to have 
nothing to do w ith these. 

But there are other things which it might be best NOT to do 
because of the effects that it could have: 

(1) On ourselves (this is the emphasis in 6 :12) .  
(2) On others-whether Christian, or heathen (this is the 

emphasis in 10:23 and our entire Scripture passage this 
morning ) .  

Note the one difference between 6:12 and 10:23. (It is seen 
in the last statement of each verse. )  

And so we have two basic principles here : 
(1) There are some things which might be all: r;J,ght in them

selves, but they should be avoided because there is the 
possibility that they can lead to other things which are 
NOT all right. 

(2) There are also things which I might have a perfect 
right to do, things which do not harm me at all, and yet 
things which can have a harmful effect upon others .  

In partioular, eating meat offered to idols � .!Bi2 � 
latter category. 

Our answer will be seen by following the Apostle Paul' s  develo� 
ment of the problem in this latter part of ch. 10. 
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I .  T :  D:;�-:':".� j}�:, cr:.,; rr :'III';(} ',n lICn I;) _ :cr�I: lli:PCr:'T�'��,lT rrHlJT ", :�1". T :.IE 
THi'j lUGlll; TO DO (1 Cor .  10:23, 2/,) . 

Paul is not only thinking about the effect that our actions 
have on others , but he , first of all , points out that we 
as the children of God should be concerned that our actions 
always produce effects that wj]l result in positive bless
ingl 

Later on in the chapter (v. 32) it becomes clear that he 
is talking about those who are Christians as well as those 
who are not, and that may be indicated here at the beginn
ing. 

"Edify" is a term which applies to the prPle of God. 
together they constitute a building 0:9 , or, to take 
another figure, � body (iOl17)-and both of these need 
edifying, building up. 

Or, if we are talking about � people of the world who 
do not know � �, we as the children of God should be 
concerned about their best interests, about bringing them 
to know the Lord. Cf . 10:24. 

So instead of being concerned about what WE have the right 
to do, WE SHOULD BE CONCERNED ABOUT WHAT WE CAN DO TO 
BRING OTHERS CLOSER TO THE LORD. 

The Corinthian Church was not thinking this way, and it 
is not always the case that we think this way today. But 
.lill!!! must be .ffi!!: emphasis 1 

Paul follows this with 

II . THO ILLUSTHATJONS (OT appl ications ) (1 Cor .  10:25-30) . 

The first has to do with 

A .  Hhat a belj ever p1.U'chases at the market to eat in his 
mm home (1 Cor .  Ib:25, 26 ) .  

Although it is possible that meat offered to idols is 
being sold in the market place,  yet as a Christian he 
is not obligated to ask where the meat came from. 

Psa. 24:1 is offered to prove what Paul is teaching. 

The second has to do with 

B .  "hat a believer is to do if he is :llwited to eat in the. 
home of ana 1-1ho is not a child of God (1 Cor .  10:27-30� 
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Here there can be two different kinds of a situation. 

l .  The Christ.ian does not have to ask his host , and 
should not. ask, 11here t.he meat crune from (1 Cor .  
10:27) • 

The child of God is not to live in fearful bondage 
that uncons ciously he will do something that will 
brlllg him under the judgment of God. 

BUT-

2.  If someone t.ells him t.hat. t.he i:\Cat. has been offered 
to idols , THEN m IS M TO EAT IT (1 Cor. 10: 
28-30) . 

This really takes UB back to what Paul had written 
in 8:4-7. 

So it is not for the believer 1 s  cons cience that 
he would refuse, but because of the effect that it 
might have upon others , Christian or non-Christian, 
who might be at the dinner! 

In v .  29 Paul asks , "What good will it do for me 
to exercise my liberty if what I am doing is con
demned bw others as being idolatrous ?" 

And then he adds in v. 30 the question, "Even 
though I give thanks , what good does it do if I 
appear to be a hypocrite because I thank God for 
something that has bBen given to idols?" 

You can be Bure that when the Apostle Paul wrote along 
this line he was heading right into controversy. There 
would be those who would quickly say, "It is nobody' s  
business what you do, and it is nobody' B  business what 
I do l "  

But the point that Paul is making i n  the Word of God 
is just the opposite . IT IS THEm BlEINESS IF IN ANY 
WAY IT COfSTITUTES A HINDRANCE , OR A STUMBLINGBLOCK 
IN THEm RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD. 

If you or I am doing anything that might encourage 
someone else to sin, or that might keep them from com
ing to the Lord, then I had better not do it regardless 
of how much of a right I have to do itl 

Of course, if we do not share the Apostle 1 s  burden for 
people, then what he has written will Bound like 
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strange language . He was so completely devoted to 
people that he never considered his rights first; he 
was always thinking about what he might do to help 
others in connection with the Lord. Remember what he 
wrote in 9:16, 17. 

I will not take time to point out illustrations this 
morning, but you think of things that are not forbidden 
in the Word of God, and yet, if' you did them, could 
harm your testimony, and be misconstured by anyone who 
saw you doing it (or them) . 

Paul has now reached his final words on this subject, and so 
he now states 

III . 1'J-lB GUDJING PRINCIPLE--CTATED PCGITIVl':LY, TliEN NEGNrIVJ;;LY 
(1 Cor .  10:31-33 ) .  

A. Positively (10:31 ) .  

What does it mean to "do all to the glory of God" ? 

It means two things : t.� _ te\.. . . y. \'\ .  
(1) To do whatever is going to please Him. 
(2) To do whatever is going to help people to 

understand the Lord and know Him. 

so rr IS NOT WHAT PLEAS:&'3 ME ,  BUT WHAT PLEAS:&'3 liW, 
THAT SHOULD BE THE GHEAT AIM AND PURPCSE OF MY LlFE. 

But note : This has a definite application to the way I 
behave myself before people. 

Now Paul states � guiding principle 

B .  NeGatively (10:32, 33 ) .  

If I am going to please God, then I must not do any
thing that would in any way encourage anyone else to 
sin. 

The way some Corinthian would eat meat offered to 
idols might mean nothing to him, but it might through 
some other person, Christian or not, right into the 
main stream of idolatry and the sin that goes with it. 

Note how widespread the application is, including those 
who are not believers, and those who are: "Neither to 
the .Tol-TS , nor to the Gentiles (Lit . ,  Greeks ) ,  nor to 
the church of God ." 

(If time allows , say a word about each group . Consult 
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the grammatical notes for the details . ) 

And to reassure them, note what Paul states in v. 33. 
He is not telling them to do one thing, while he does 
another. Nol If they want to know what he means , 
all they have to do is to become followers of him. 
Ch. 11, v. 1 belongs to ch. 10. 

What force this brings to Paul' s  teachingt Too often 
our teaching is right , but it is not backed up by the 
life of the teacher. 

But for a final word. 

IV .  TIIC E:.c'UIlCE OF THE PRINCIPLe; (1 Cor . 11: 1) . 

Where did Paul learn this? Was he the kind of a person 
who \�as just naturally thoughtful of others? If you think 
so then read Acts 7:5$. 

No, this was not Ii part of Paul' s  character by nature. 
When he writes, "Even as I also am of Christ , "  he is tell
ing us that � � taught .Ill!!! 12 live � !!!.II 

This is the way the Lord lived, and this is the way He 
taught the Apostle Paul to live . 

Concl: Mlch of what Paul;as taught was by direct revelation 
from God, but think of how you and I can profit from 

the study of the Gospels , from the life of the Lord Jesus on 
earth, from the way He treated people. What was there that 
caused the multitudes to follow Him from place to place? What 
made the children love H:im? 

Our Lord was unshakeable on the great principles of the Gospel, 
and never hesitated to expose whatever was evil. But he was 
always careful to make sure that in His actions He attracted 
men to the Father--never repelled them. 

This is why He prayed as He did in John 17, v. 4:  "I  have 
glorified thee on the earth ; I have finished the Clork Hhich 
thou gavest me to do . "  

Nay I ask this morning, WHAT IS HORE IHPORTANT TO YOu.;..-HAVING 
YOUR OWN WAY, OR DOING WHAT IS PLEASING TO THE LORD? EXERCIS
ING YOUR RIGHTS, OR LIVING SO THAT arHERS WILL COME TO THE 
LORD? 

Only God Himself knows what would happen if this morning each 
one of us would fall in behind the Apostle Paul, living as he 
lived, just as he was following the Lord. 
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LAYING THE FOUNDATION FOR PU131IC �iORSHIP 
1 Cor. 11:2-16 

Intro: This morning we come to a new division in Paul' s first 
letter to the Corinthians . 

Up to this point Paul has been talking about certain moral 
issues � applied � � personal � £f � Corinthian 
believers . I am thinking especially of chapters 5 through 10 
in thi'24!onnection . Paul has spoken against (1) immorality, 
against idolatry. He has also pointed out the fact that � 
should not .ru2 to lal:! � each � .  or against each other. 

But now, as we shall see, he turns to public worship. 

In this section he deals with three things related to public 
worship : 

(1) The proper place of men and women in public worship, 
with special emphasis upon women. 

(2) The manner in which the Lord' s Supper should be 
observed. 

(3 ) The right use of spiritual gifts . 

Thill will take us through chapter 14. 

Then Paul brings the epistle to a close by dealing with the 
� doctrinal � which was being spread in the Church: the 
denial of � .kl:!:!ill of resurrection. This leads Paul up to 
what he wants to say about the coming of the Lord. 

Then his concluding remarks come in chapter 16 . 

Before I speak about � foundation for public worship, will 
you notice the significance o£ the order in these STents , or 
subjects, as Paul deals with them? 

Will you notice that he talks about personal matters before 
he gets to those subjects which concern the whole Church? 
The point in this is easy to see. IT 1S ONLY AS WE WALK WITH 
THE LORD PERSONALLY AND INDIVIDUALLY THAT HE ARE READY TO TALK 
ABOUT FELLOv:3HIP WITH EACH OTHERl 

The degree to which we enjoy fellowship with each other will 
always depend upon our personal fellowship with the Lord. How 
important, then, that we know how to walk with HIM-and that 
we are doing so . 

Then will you notice that the worship of God is conditioned 
upon personal obedience? 

And so to sum up what the order in 1 Corinthians teaches us ,  we 
have this : our fellowship with each other and our worship of 
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God must be built upon a life of personal obedience to the 
Lord--a life where the will of God becomes our greatest con
cern. 

In many ways we might say that THIS IS THE FOUNDATION FOR 
PUBLIO WORSHIP-and it is l 

But, having seen this , we need to go on to a very simple, and 
yet tremendously important subject, which has to do with our 
worship of God publicly in the Church. 

IT HAS TO DO WITH THE RECOGNITION AND OBSERVANCE OF THE DIVINE
LY ESTABLISHED. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MEN !N!l �. 

Before moving into this , the Apostle gives a ward of 

1 .  COl"li-'lENDATION (1 Cor. 11 :2) . 

After telling them to become "followers" of h:lm, he wants 
them to know that in many respects he realizes that they 
have been following h:lm. 

"Ordinances" refer to both doctrinal and practical teach
ing, whether given orally or in written i2Im. 

Paul was always quick to encourage any evidence of true 
spiritual life that he saw, and so not everything was 
wrong as far as the Corinthians were concerned. 

However , there seems to have been one thing going on in the 
Church which would have shocked any non-Christian Corinthian 
who might attend a public worship service of the Church. 
This had to do with the place that women were assuming in the 
Church. 

So this called for some 

II.  Il'lDOOTRIITATIOIT (1 Cor .  11: 3-12) . 

He comes :Immediately to the very :Important , but seldom
mentioned Bible teaching concerning headship. 

This has reference to authority, responsibility. The one 
who is "the head" is the one who is to provide strong, 
active direction as far as the one under h:!m is concerned; 
the one under '�he headn is to be dependent , receptive , 
open to being directed. 

Paul speaka of 

A. THE Tlffi'\E HEJlDSHIPS OF GOD 'S PEOPLE (1 Cor. 11 :3) . 



Note carefully what these are . 
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And, the fact that there is no argument about these is 
evident as Paul mentions 

B .  TlffiJ.;E PRCOFti OF TBE HF..ADSHIPS . 

1 .  By look:ing at creat,ion ("ltv. 7-9) . 
God created man. God created man first. God 
created the woman for the man. 

2 .  By looking at the incarnation of Christ (v. 3b) :  
"the head of Christ is God." 

In John 5 : 30b we find the words of our Lord, "I 
seek not mine mm will, but the . will of the Father 
which hath sent me." Or ,  John $:29b, "I do always 
those things that please h:!m." Consider also Hie 
prayer in Gethsemane. 

3 .  By lookjng at the custons of men throughout the 
Horld (vv.>4'5,  6 ) . 

Is Paul teaching us here that every woman in thie 
Church this morning should have a hat on, or 
should have a veil on? 

I do not believe that he is . 

Hmlever he is saying this : IT IS A DISGRACE FOR 
A WOJ1AN TO COME TO HORSHIP GOD DRESSED LIKE A 
MAN, APPEARING IN THE POSITION OF A MAN, AND IT IS 
EQUALLY DISGRACEFUl, AND DISPLEASING TO GOD FOR A 
MAN TO APPEAR LIKE A HOI1AN, OR IN THE ROLE OF A 
WOMAN. 

Though some people in the world may try to do this , 
so that you have women taking on the role of men 
and men appearing as women, THIS MlflT NEVER BE 
PERNI'l'TED A..'l FAR AS THE WORSHIP OF GOD IS OO NCERNID. 

In every culture a distinction is made between the 
place of men and the place of women. It is to be 
seen in the most pr:!mitive cultures, as well as 
in what we would call the most " civilized." 

A ROJ1AN would prayer \dth his head covered. So 
would A JEW. However, A GREEK prayed with his 
head UNCOVERED . WHATEVER THE lWlNER WAS FOR DIS
TINGUISHING BETWEEN NEN AND WOMEN, THIS MlflT BE 
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OBSERVED IN RECOGNITION OF THE PLACE THAT HAN HAS 
BEEN GIVEN BY GOD OVER WOl1EN. 

Then Paul turns to 

C .  THREE REl,sOliS FOE l fAl'P S l li';Jill.STIIP OVJ!.R THE liOJ·JAN. 

This is stated twioe in a positive way, and once in a 
negative way. 

1. This recognition of headship is designed to brirlg 
glory to God (v. 7) . 

We are living in a society where we seem intent 
on doing away with the distinctions between men and 
women, and we seem intent also On doing away with 
any authority. 

Both are a violation of the will of God. 

How are we as Christians going to show this recog
nition of authority is the will of God? 

By obeying the laws of our country, to be sure. 
BUT EVEN MORE-BY THE WAY WE N3 HUSBANDS AND WIV&'l 
DEHONSTRATE THIS IN OUR HCl1E'S !NQ 1N ,'!1m; CHURCH, 
AND BY THE WAY THE MEN SHOH THEIR .IILLINGNESS TO 
BE DIRECTED BY GOD AND THEIR Dm'ENDENCE UPON HIMl 

The world may forsake these prinoiples , but the 
people of God must notl 

2 .  It is necessary because of the angels (v . 10) . 

Charles Hodge says , "There is scarcely a passage 
in the New Testament whioh has so much taxed the 
learning and ingenuity of oommentators as this . 
After all that has been written, it remains just 
as obscure as ever" (p. 211) . 

What would you say that it means? 

It does not seem to be too difficult, does it? 

Paul 'is telling us, to put 3.t very simply, that 
angels .£2.!!!!l to ohurch. Oh, you and I do not see 
them, but they � ,Y;i! 1  

He must be speaking of good angels , the elect. 

What does God want them to learn from our worship 
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this mornj.ng? God wants them to learn that we are 
responsive to the authorities which God has estab
lished--an authority which angels know was violated 
in the first angelic sin which was committed and 
in the first Iruman sinl 

3 .  Negatively, it does not mean that nen are better 
than 1I0men (vv. 11, 12 ) .  
,!hile it is true that the first woman came from a 
man, yet it is equally true that every other man 
has come from a woman, that is, by birth. 

No, God is not saying that one is better than the 
other . He i s  seeking to get men to realize the 
greatest headship of all--that "all things" are 
" of God" (v. 12b) .  

III . THO COnCLUDING R.E1JAIlKS (1 C or .  11 : D-l<'» . 

il .  Paul appeals to their judGment (vv . 13-15 ) .  

He wants them to weigh carefully what he has said and 
then decide if he has not been telling them what they 
know to be the truth. 

B .  He rejects any opposition (v. 16 ) .  

A "contentious" person is one who wants to dispute 
with the teaching of the Apostle , and thus to dispute 
with the Word of God. 

Is Paul saying that if we disagree with him, we are 
wrong? Yes, when he is speaking as an Apostle . It is 
like disputing with the Word of God. When the Bible 
says one thing, and you say another , YOU ARE �1RONG ! 
Paul says that he does not tolerate any contradiction 
of the Word, and neither should the Churches . 

Concl: (Read again v. 3 and emphasize that, if our worship is 
to be pleasing to God, if it is to communicate to men 

and to angels the message which God wants it to convey, then 
there must be this evidence that we know and live according 
to the divinely established headships which are spoken of in 
the Word of God. )  
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THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH ' S  HOST SERIOUS PROBLEH 

1 Cor. 11:17-26 

Intro : One of the interesting things about studying any book 
of the Bible is to note the development as you go 

through the book from start to fj_nish. I want you to be sure 
to see this in 1 Corinthians . 

After a brief introduction, Paul gets right down to the burden 
that is upon his heart : divisions in the C orinthian Church. 

He then shows how this had retarded their spiritual growth, 
and how it had led them to other departures concerning their 
message and concerning their walk. 

He spends the first four chapters dealing with these subjects. 

Then , with chapter 5 he begins to write about the moral break
down which was so very apparent-and touches first upon a 
moral problems which would even shock unsaved Gentiles l 

The old paths of idolatry had begun to appear in a less offen
sive way, and so their witness had suffered as a result. 

He reasons with them. He brings into focus the teaching of 
the Old Testament. He does everything possible to wake them 
up . 

He reaches one of the peaks of the book in 11:1 where we read, 
"Be ye follollers of me , even as I also am of Chris t . "  

Then he turns t o  the subj ect of public worship. ThiS , too, 
had felt the effect of the way they had been living. 

In 11:2-16 he establishes for them again (because practically 
everything in the book has been told them before) the proper 
place of men and women in public worship . 

AND THEN QUITE SUDDENLY WE FIND HIM REFERRING TO THE SAME 
SUBJECT llITH WHICH HE HAD STARTED : DIVISIOre . Cf. 11 : 1S. 

This word, divisions , is taken from the verb which is used in 
Luke 23 :45 to describe the rending Ef .:!ill.!! � in .:!ill.!! temple. 
The main difference was this : The veil in the temple had just 
been rent .2!lru! ;  the Corinthian Church had been rent at least 
four wan , and possible more l 

Today we are so used to divisions in the Church that we take 
it as being normal. And yet if we really get the message of 
the book of 1 Corinthians we will see that THIS IS PooSIBLY 
THE MOOT TRAGIC , THE MOOT FAR;.REACHING TROUBLE, THAT CAN HIT 
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIS�. DIVISIOl£ l 
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Let us see why this is true . 

I .  It had removed the blessing of Gael from their Horship 
(1 Cor .  11:17) . 

After praising them in v. 2 ,  Pa.ul takes exactly the oppo
site course now. He cannot be honest with them and commend 
them Hhen he knows what is going on. 

This verb for worship, " come together ," is used in vv .  18, 
20, 33, 34. So this is the major idea in the passage
what ,happened lih!m .:!ih!!l � together to worship Q2S. 

It was "net for the better but for the Harse . "  Instead of 
being a blessing, instead of drawing them closer to the 
Lord, instead of glorifying the Lord, there was friction, 
strife , and such perversion of true worship that the hand 
of God had fallen upon some of them in judgment . 

IF THERE IS ONE VERSE IN THE BIBLE WHICH TELLS US THAT 
THERE IS NO BLESSING JUST IN GOING TO CHURCH, THIS IS IT !  

And, if Pa.ul were grieved about this , how do you think that 
the Lord felt? 

But let us look on. 

II . It had brought in doctrinal heresy (1 C or .  11 :  18, 19) .  

We saw in the beginning of the epistle that there had been 
an attempt to mix human philosophy withtm Gospel of Christ 

We are going to see in chapters 12 ,  13, 14, and 15 other 
heresies-culminating in a most unbelievable question 
which he asks in 15 :12, "NOH :is Chd_st be preached that 
he rose from the elead, hOl1 say sone among you that there 
is no resurrection of the dead?" 

CAN YOU THINK OF ANYTHING HOP,]; DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE THAT 
RIGHT WITHIN IN CHURCH IN NOT HCRE THAN 25 OR 30 YE1lRS 
AFTER THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST THERE SHOULD BE THE DENIAL 
OF THIS MOOT BASIC DOCTRINE? 

That which had started as a division over their leaders 
had resulted in the rise of doctrines that were contrary 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

And yet this is not all. 

III. I b heta. lei et:tt.)":tI; people �lrbe i5fie 8ht±reh sf Gel :ill;;1'l bhe eliel. 
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I I I . I t  had brought c o n f u s ion i n t o  the Church r e gard ing 
wha t  it meant to live for the Lord and t o  s erve H im 
( 1  Cor . 1 1 : 1 9 ) .  

Look with me for a moment a t  the word "approved . "  
I t  i s  a word that was used in NT times to indicate the 
r ecognition of real coins as compared with counterfei t .  
Here Paul s eems to be concerned , not s o  much about 
counterfeit Chri s t ian s ,  as  about counterfeit s ervic e ,  
counterfeit activ i ty. 

He had referred to this b efor e  ( 1 )  concerning him s e l f  
( 1  Cor . 9 : 2 7 )  and ( 2 )  concerning the Corinthians 
( 1  Cor . 3 : 1 2 - 1 5 ) .  

When we g e t  away from the Word of God , then everything 
related to our l ives as the chi ldren of God becom e s  
obscur e .  W e  l o s e  our way . We are inc l ined t o  f o l low 
our own inc l inations r egard ing s ervice ,  and we can be 
s a t i s f i ed with activity a lone . 

This i s  the r ea son that the Lord a l l ows the "her e s i e s . "  
I t  i s  the way He has of bring ing u s  back to the truth . 

There i s  l i t t l e  wonder that Pau l says twi c e  ( vv .  1 7 ,  
2 2 ) ,  "I pra i s e  you no t . "  Regard l e s s  of how s incere 
our s ervice might b e ,  or how s incere our lives might 
b e ,  the only act ivity which can be commended , "approv
ed , "  pra i s e d ,  i s  that which i s  according to the Word 
of God. 

Anything e l s e  i s  counterf e i t .  I t  does not br ing the 
b l e s s ing of God , nor does it g l orify Him. 
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The term Christian has been expanded to include so many 
today that whenever you use it you are forced to explain 
what you mean. 

Do you see the chain? Divisions • • • heresies • • • 
counterfeits . \fuat a masterstroke of the elll!llllYl And is 
it not interesting that this got started in the first 
century church, and that it is still with us todayl 

But there is one other result which I want to mention before 
I close. 

in 

IV .  It had contaminated ",hat is probably the most sacred thirlg 
'-lhich the children of God do together-the observance of 
the Lord' s Supper (1 Cor.  11:20-22 ) .  
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Look at those wonderful words in vv. 23�. I want to 
come back to them again in my next message , but note that, 
although the Apostle Paul had not been present on that 
"iiight in which he was bstrayed," yet, to preserve the 
significance of the Lord' s  supper, this had been given to 
Paul as a direct revelation from God--and he had "deliver
ed" the message to the Corinthian Clnlrchl 

They were not ignorant of what this meant, and what they 
were supposed to dol 

So--note his charge in v. 20. 

They were focusing all of their attention on the "love 
feast" which was not even a part of the revelation. 

What was !ill! � �? 

It was a feast which preceded the Lord' s supper. It 
apparently developed out of an attempt to duplicate the 
!E:!U Lord' s  supper. It was to show their love for each 
other--poseibly to demonstrate John 13 :34, 35. 

Everybody who could was supposed to bring enough food for 
themselves , and those who could bring extra did so for 
those who could bring nothing. THEN THIS WAS TO BE FOLLOW
ED BY THE LORD'SsuPPER. 

The idea was good. But what had happened. 

The love feast had become an occasion for them to show 
their scorn, their hatred, for each otherl- - -

S ome  ate before the othere hed a chance , and ate more than 
they needed or wanted to keep othere from getting anything. 
It is possible that as they came to the time of the Lord' s  
aupper that same were in a drunken stuporl 

Notice the stinging rebukes (3 of them) that Paul gives 
by his questions in v. 22 • 

.Q.Qn£;[. : What lessons are we ttl learn from this passage? 

There are many, but let me just point out three in closing : 
(1) The very sacred nature of the Lord 's  Supper. 
(2) The great concern the Lord has for His Clnlrch. 
We will see more of these in coming messages. 
(3 ) How careful we. need to be about those first beginnings 

of disobedience to God which can reap such a massive 
and tragic harvest of major sin. 
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Tfm: ORIGINAL LORD 'S SUPPER 
1 Cor. 11:23-26 

Intro : No problem which the Corinthian Clrurch had surpassed 
the difficulty they were having in connection with the 

Lord ' s  Table . They had made a mockery of their remembrance of 
the Lord by their divisions at the Lord ' s  Table , and by their 
revelryl Their manner was unworthy of such a sacred time . As 
a result Paul writes, "For this cause ma)Y are weak and sickly 
among you, and many sleep" (1 Cor. 11:28 • 

It is important to keep in mind that Paul is not referring to 
the unworthiness of the believers in Corinth (because all 
would have to consider themselves unworthy) , but he is talking 
about the shameful way they had desecrated the remembrance of 
the Lord. 

Paul admonishes the Corinthians to "exw"ine" themselves , and 
then to eat (not, to refrain from eating) , so that the judg
ment of God would not fall upon others .  

We as believers have no hour that is more sacred than the one 
before us this morning. But with this privilege comes the 
greatest of responsibilities to make sure that wa are observing 
the Lord' s  Supper the way the Lord wants us to . 

BUT, someone will say, HO\� CAN YOU KNOW THAT YOU ARE DOING THE 
RIGHr THING? 

There is only one way, and this is the main point in the pass
age before us this morning: WE NUST GO BACK TO THE ORIGINAL 
REVELATION CONCERNING T}m: LORD 'S SUPPER AND SEE WHAT THE WCRD 
OF GOD TEACHES US CONCERNING HOW IT IS TO BE OBSERVED . 

This is the solution for every difficulty we as Christiane 
face . WE NEED TO KNOW WHAT GOD HAS TAUGHT US IN HIS WORD ! 

To help the Corinthians Paul could have gone back to what had 
been handed down traditionally from the Apostles who were with 
the Lord on that sad night . 

But there is always the possibility that tradition can undergo 
a change--even over a short period of time . 

No, the Lord did not want the Corinthians to r ely upon what 
had been handed down by word of mouth. INSTEAD, HE GAVE PAUL 
A PERSONAL, SPECIAL REVELATION OF WHAT HAPPENED ON THAT SACRED 
NIGHT SO THAT PAUL WOULD KNOW JUST AS NUGH ABOUT IT AS THE 14EN 
WHO WERE ACTUALLY THERE ! 

S o ,  we see, first of all, 
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I .  TI: : L ,PUi,:'r,�: ;G:; (,, ' 'J: L :  ::UI'p :n (1 C al' . l1:;:J�. ) . 
The Lord Jesus Christ Himself had revealed to Paul exactly 
what had happened, and how the Supper was to be observed. 

The importance is also emphasized by Paul ' s  use of the two 
verbs , "recejved" and "delivered. "  This was not merely 
for transmission to the Church, but it was , first of all , 
for Paul himself. Then it was delivered to the Corinthians 
as a sacred trust ,  to be preserved in its purity for all 
future generations . 

They had no right to change the supper, and neither do we! 
We are under just as solemn an obligation to abide by the 
Word of God, and we get into trouble when we do notl 

Secondly, note 

II. TIlE SOLEI·DUTY OF TIlE SUPPER (1 Cor .  11:23b) : "That the 
Lord Jesus (oombining Deity and humanity) tho same night 
in Hhich he Has betrayed • • . " 

This was no time for frivolity, for levity. IT WAS THE 
MOOT SOUlMN lIOUR IN HUMAN mSTORY . Our Lord was not 
betrayed by one who was a declared enemy, but by one who 
had posed as His friend--and nothing � � vividly 
portray the depths of human \/ickecmess l 

Thirdly we see 

III . TIlE ,s I lPLICITY OF 'l'}m SUPPER (1  Cor .  11 : 23b-2 5 ) . 

l1an has such a tendency to be ornate , to be complicated. 
The Lord does not say one thing about � this Supper is 
to be observed; He is concerned about � and �1 

It even stands in marked contrast with the ceremonies of 
Israel under the Law. Just the "bread" and "the cup . "  

But then in the fourth place let us learn what we can about 

IV .  THE iJESSAGE OF TJili SUPPER ( 1  C or.  11:23b-26 ) .  

Here there are at least five things to be said. 

A ,  It is a momorial service . Twice Paul tells us that the 
Lord said that they were to observe this supper " in  
remembrance of 11e , " We are thinking about what happen
ed to His "body" and to His "blood , " lve are thinking 
about Him, how He died, and �I 

This is no time for levityl 
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D .  It is n r,u;)por H�'�icil por"[-:!�i.:'-y8 the 8 eV01' 0:1 .:,;nty of God 
in sal vD,tion . 

Every statement is Significant . 

"The Lord J'esus" is serving. He "took bread."  "He 
brake it . "  He was the One who said, "Take, eat . "  

And the disoiples were the one who took it and ate it. 
Cf. John 6 : 53 .  

This is only the pioture, the symbol , but it piotures 
what everyone must do before coming to the Supper; that 
is , by faith to have eaten His flesh and to have drunk 
His blood by trusting Him as Savior . 

What a marvelous picture of the Gospel. If you under
stand the symbolism, you will never be confused about 
the Gospel. 

For this reason, in the third plaoe , 

C .  It is a preaching supper. Cf. v .  26b, "ye do 811m; 
the Lord ' s  death . " 

This means !2 announoe, � deolare, !2 � �, !2 
promulgate .  

People can b e  saved through seeing the people of God 
observe this Supper . 

And, you will aJ.ways find that where people understand 
the Gospel, they will usually understand the meaning 
of the Lord ' s  Supper . But , on the other hand, where 
the Gospel has been perverted, the Lord ' s  Supper will 
be changed too. 

Then we need to know that 

D .  It is a supper Hhic11 announces a tremendous change . 

"This cup j s tll!:; .!l§1 teDtament in my blood" (v. 25 ) .  

What was the old one , or the first one? It was the 
Law. Cf . Ex. 24:8. 

How is the Gospel different? It is just as different 
as law is different from grace . The law tells us what 
man must do; the Gospel tells us what God has done . 
The law tells us what man must do; the Gospel tells us 
what man must believe . 



1 Cor .  11 : 23-26 (4) 
And just as though the Lord wanted to emphas ize the 
gracious character of the Gospel, He does not specify 
any particular time when the Lord' s  Supper is to be 
observed . He simply said, "For as often as ,'8 eat this 
bread, anrl drink this cup • •  " 

Contrast this with Lev. 23 : 5 ,  "In trw fourtGGnth da.y 
of the first !:lont}, at evon is t.he Lord ' s  passover . "  

Finally 

E .  It is a supper u1,ich a.ntIdpates another event : the 
coming of our Lord (1 Cor . 11:26b) : "Y8 do sheH the 
Lord' s  death till he .� . "  

The Lord has not given us a picture to remember Him 
with; He has given .ill! .!!- �upper . 

BUT THE VKJNDERFUL TRUTH HERE IS THAT �/HEN WE HAVE HIM 
THEN WE WILL HAVE NO HaRE NEED FOR THE SUPPER. 

The Lord Jesus came the first time to die for our 
sins ; He is coming again to take us to be with Him 
in heaven . 

The first coming is not complete without the second. 
Cf. 1 Cor .  15 : 19. 

Concl: Let us make sure that in coming to the Lord ' s  Table 
this morning that this is what we have in our minds . 

We are to remember Him. We are worshipping Him because His 
body was broken in death , and His blood was shed for our sins . 
And while we observe the supper, we do so in the hope that He 
is ooming again, and He may oane todayl 


