
FJRE:T 'rHE ',)(IRK, NOH TfC", ,JOHYEIl 
2 Cor. 6:1-10 

IntrJ?: Paul Hrote 2 Corinthians because there Here those in 
Corinth Hho Here questionine: his ministry. He is used 

to opposjtion and controversy, but this is different from the 
controversy '''hi ch he faced in the 10101'10.. This uas an contro
versy Hit-hi.n the family of God, and it Has a controversy ",hich 
Has affecting the Church I S ministry to the ,101'10.. Therefore, 
he ",rites to convince them that his ",ork is of God, and that 
has no ulterior motives in hi.s mi.nistry. He seeks only their 
blessing for the glory of God. 

But, as he Hrites, he cannot but refer again and again to the 
ministry itself--and all that involved in serving the Lord. 

As far as the '''01'10. is concerned, he ,ras preaching � message 
of reconciliation-"that God Has in Christ • • •  " (5:19). 

-- -------_. 

Tn the latter part of chapter 5 he has descri.bed THE l'IORK THAT 
THE: CmJRCH HAS Bm:,N CTIVEN 'ro DO IN THE vIORLD. 

No"" in chapter 6 he is ready to talk about the one ",ho is to 
do the '/Ork, Le., THE IWRKER. 

And, as he besought (5:20) them to receive Christ before they 
Here reconciled, so n01" (6 :1) he beseeches them not to "recei.ve 

• • •  the grace of God in vain," i.e., unto hollmmess or empti

p� .  BY TIllS HE NEANS THilT BEING RECONCILED TO GOD, lLIIVING 
BEEN HADE NEW CJmATURES, HAVING BECOHE THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD 
IN HIH, ALI, HAS A PRE..SENT PURPOSE--THilT WE SHOUlJ) BE HORKERS 
TOGETHER \.JITH GOD TO REACH OTHERS JUST AS TtIE HilVE BEEN REACHED 
11ITH THE GroPEL. 

So he is seeking to help them see that they are to be HORKERS, 
TOO. 

Bacle in 1 Cor. 3: 9a Paul had '?ri.tten, "For He are labourers 
tOf"ether ,lith God." The Corinthi ans "ere more interested 
in

"
",orkinp, together ",Hh Paul, or Peter, or ",Hh Apollos. 

No,,, he comes back to thj s theme again. AND NO ONE HILL 
EVER UNDERSTAND WHAT IT BEANS TO SERVE THE LORD mlTn THIS 
BASIC TRUTH IS FIRl-'I,Y ESTABLISHED IN THEm HINDS! 

Anel it meanS that ",e are laborers together "i th Him for the 
salvation of men, for their reconciliation to Goel. 

But ",e also need to leno", that si.nce the death and resurrec-
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tion of Jesus Chrjst He are in "t,he day of 8eJvation" Hh!ch 
Isaj�ah had predicted 700 ye=s before: "Thus saith the 
Lord: In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a 
day of salvaMon have I helped thee." Cf. Isa. 49:8a. 

So Paul says, "Behold, nOH is the accepted time; behold, 
nOH is the day of salvation." 

This does not mean that no one ,,,as saved until Christ came, 
but it does mean that it "as through Him that salvation 
"as made possible, and therefore today is rjghtly called 
th.§! .9Et..Y Hhj�ch j.� �ggl'Dtable "ith Go_g, lithe day of salvatiorl! 

THEREFORE, l-JE MUST BE CAfu7UL TO BE ,/ITHOm OFFENCE OUR
SELVliS SO THAT THE HINISTRY WILL NOT BE BW:m;n, I.E., THAT 
HEN lELL NOT FIND FAULT VlITH THE HINISTRY. 

THO thj�nes stand out here: 
1) Hen may find fault Hith the ministry, <lith the 

people of God, but they will: never find fault with 
the Lord. The tragedy is that many are turned aHay 
by "hat they see in the people of God, and so they 
do not look any farther. 

2) Hany "ould have us believe today that He Hin be an 
offence to the Horld if He are not Ijke them. PKill, 
SAYS JUST THE OPPOSITE. HE INDICATES THAT �IE WILL 
BE AN OFFENCE TO THE WORm IF ,IE ARE LIKE THEH. IF 
YOU CLATI1 TO BE A CHRISTIAN, A CHILD OF GOD, THE 
,IORLD IS GOING TO EXPECT YOU TO BE DIFFERENl'. IF YOU 
ARENIT, YOU InLL BE AN OFFENCE, A STID-IBLINGBLOCK TO 
THEN. 

NOH let us Ret this perfectly clear! 
--There is nothing l>/rong ,lith God. 
--There is nothing "rong '·lith the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Nen 1>1ill never be disappointed ",ith either the Father or 
the Son. 

--Nor is there anything =ong "ith the Gospel. It goes be-
yond anything that man ,Iould ever think possible. 

BUT THERE CAN BE THINGS 1-JRONG 1!IITH YOU AND HE, TH ING 1-lliICR KEEP 
HEN FROH KNOlVING WHAT A WONlJe:RFUL HEAVENlY FA'rEe:R fiE HAVE, WHAT 
A vJONDERFUL SAVIOR ,IE HAVE, AND HHAT A HONDERFUL GCSPEL liE HAVE. 

That is the reason ,·re need the follmring explanation. 

The ]jst of 1>1ords 1>1hich follo1>1s is divided into four 
groups: 

1) The first: vv .  4b, 5. 
2) The second: vv .  6,  7a-d01-1ll through "by the pOl.Jer of 

God." 



3) 

4) 

; (;nr. (,:J-J.r' (')\ 

'l'hp thh'd: from the last statement of v. 7 throu"',h 
the first t"o statements of v. 8. 
The fourth: from the last statement of v. 8 down 
through v. lO--all of the statBments ;Ihich begin ,lith 
the ,lord, .. as • " 

(Note: the Greek est.ablishes these divjsions Hith the 
Hor ds, �, dia � and.h£§.) 

Paul explains 'Ihat THE HOOKER ]V[[JST BE jf He are to commend 
ourselves to ot.hers as "mjnisters of God," as "Horkers 
tOF,ether Hit.h h:tm." 

Standing at the head of t.he list is 

HOH amazing that Paul Hould nut this first! But read 
Jas. 1:2-Ld Rom. 5:1-5. 

Look at the Ij�st He have here. Some speak of trouble 
from those ,o/ho oppose the Gospel; others speak of the 
exhausting work of t.he minist.ry. 

HOlJ do ,Ie rea.ct.? Do He run away? Do He eet. discour
aged? Do ,Ie fight. back, and <;roH resentful? 

Paul places this first, a.nd indicates that this is one 
ma.jor point the people of the Horld Hill notice. 

D. llPlU'Gl!CSSlt rt,t�.l'ts a list of �rords i/l� ch :i .. :,:_';j eLi-to that 

c. 

"\;C-J - 'uo"G bn u. hal:!, sp:1.r::t;u�,;.lJ�,'- �',d:nc1od r,eor11e (v-v. (.. , 

?c. J Gcnclud:.l'lZ:; �-:j_t)l, Iltbc 7011'2;:' of God" ) . 

He do not reach the ,lorld by Halking ,lith the Horld. 
WE) reacg the world .2Y Halking ,·Ii th t.he Lord. 

Too many of us live right on the border Ij�ne. "Pure
ness" not only means moral purity, but. it. mea11S Q!) 
intense desire :to sta.y pure! It. is like Joseph running 
from Pot.ipharts Hire. 

This Hill all affeot our underst.andine of the l.Jord of 
God, the evidence of t.he Spirit. of God j�n our lives, 
as "ell as such t.hings as "longsufferinl' • • • kindness 
. . •  love." 

I:_��:s 1:[9.�:�·JQ�; Ol� C( l�[, is t.elJ C;.i", :� CU;<::LI'c11cs 5 
t:.Ol1 OJ.."' TOJoctj.on '1..'0 ·"pot. (i!,:�. r-(b, r·.'o.). 

0"" tho rcccp-

The effect.iveness of the Lord's Hork today is oft.en 



:iudeed on the basis of n1J�"101'ical results. And so He 
are ahlays changing 'Ihat 1,le�do �to"get results." 

Paul 'las not guided in his ministry by the response he 
got from men. He!!."� .!l'2 L�pecter of perso,!�. His 
messaRe was ahTays the samel W1ether men praj_sed him 
or maliened him was not the main issue ,lith hjm. 

Paul Harned Timothy, "For the love of money is the 
root of all evil: Hhj.ch vThUe some coveted after, 
they ha.ve erred from the fa.ith, and pj.erced themselves 
through ,lith many sorrmTs" (1 Tim. 6:10) . 

Finally, He have 

:D. p[��:[';.�l��s-·-1Jnnx�:,J �'L:i nal110 "�"\<. yu,c1oxoo--d2:,i C�.l oft.en tbo 
child of God himself h<:: .. f.) e, cLiJ'f5 C111t t�"�o En(l.(:I';:t:;�n;l_:in'-�� 
)11"(, ',J>:i ell Cem �l..:.ve 0. t,�c���' K�l1ClcUfl offsct 'u:)on t�lG Fo?:'1(1. 
(1.7l..r• nj--::,cr;'��;"�".::�n�" '.r!th, uL',.fJ (l.(]Cc:ivOI'sH __ ,�:c'.:n "C,>::''''ClJ.':''i1 

·v. }O). 

There are �� .statements here, and, like the rest, 
they can all be illustrated from the life of the 
Apostle Paul, and even more so, from the life of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Cf. Nicodemus 
the Homan of Samaria 
the churches of Smyrna and Laodicea 
1 Cor. 3 :21-23 

Concl: Hhat a unique and wonderful thing it is to be a 
ChrisManl Do not try to malee it liJce the ,{arId. 

There is nothing in the ,,,arId that can compare HHh it. It 
is a n91·1 creation of God every time someone receives the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Savior. And at'" greatest influence on the 
llorld is to shaH the difference--not th8.t the Lord takes' us 
out of the difficulties of Ij.fe, but that ,6th even more 
difficulties, He have joy and hope that would keep us from 
goj.ng back to the old ways j.f He could. 
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G·(1n 'S APf�lr�H TO TT� CT"1'i:�r.J"! 's :!:rrIEl'"n",lj\ 
2 Cor. 6 : 11-7:1 (1),,=-,,,-,,, w,"-" 

"".\\-\(.,.') 
l!lF.9.: No one can read 2 Corinthians Hithout realizing that 

t.he Apostle Paul carried a trsnendous burden in his 
heart for the evanGelization of the 10101'10., i.e., he lived to 
preach the Cospel, and to see men saved. FD ONE IF THE BTBlE, 
HJTH TRF. EXOT<:PTJON OF om, LOED, 1iJ1j·TIFESTED A GREATER DESIRE TO 
SEE PEOPLE TWN TO JESUS OHHIST FOE SALVATION. 

Therefore, 1,lhat he says to the Ohurch must be read in the light 
of this emphasis upon the Gospel. He.;is not ta:IJ�.i.p..e .!l12..Q..lCt tHO 
�rat.e thing@ Hhen he says that VIe are ambassadors to be
seech men to be reconciled to God, and then follo1-1S this 1-lith 
the exhortation that He have this morning, "Hherefore, come out 
from amonr: them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord"! 

No, there is the closest possible relationship betHeen the t"IO. 

I have entitled �y message this morning, GOD'S AlEHER TO THE 
CmJHCH'S DlLEl'll"lA. What is the Church's dilemma? 

Possibly it has more than one. BUT ONE OF THE GHEATEST DILEM-
100 THAT HE ME FACING TODAY IS THIS: HOH OAN HE IN THIS 001'
FUSED, GODLF.3S, OPENLY nIJ·[QRAL THENTIETH CENTIIRY HEAO H PEOPlE 
HITH THE GCl3PEL OF OHRIST MID SEE NAllY OF THEI1 GEmJIEELY BORN 
AGAIN? 

Paul faced this problem rieht in Oorinth. HOH did he answer 
it? Can He depend upon literature 1-lhich is nOH about 2,000 
years old for Horkable anSHers today? 

But let .Y.� J..9_oE t'2.� at .!1.!l� profess; ng .QhlITcq-and I am speak
ing nOl.f so as to jnclude those of us 1<Iho stHl believe that. the 
Bible is the Hord of God. 

Our l·lhole approach emDhasizes that whj.ch appeals to the 20th 
cent.ury person. He do everything that 10le possibly can to 
avoid offence--even to the point "here He "rant to delete the 
very terms Hhj.ch are used in the Bible : sin, salvation, born 
ar,ain, holiness, hell, heaven, the felll na�e of our Savior-
the Lord Jesus Ohrist. 

1,e have entered into dialogue with men, instead of remembering 
that He have an infalHble revelation Hhich is to be procla:imed 
for men to hear! 

IT SEEMS THAT vIE AEE TRYING TO BECOI1E JUST AS HUCH LIKE THE 



PEOPlE OF 'rilE: \,JORLD SO A� TO AVerD ANYTHIHG THAT HOUlJJ EIlKE 
THEM FEEL Ul'lCONFORTABlE HHEN YOU TALK TO THEN ABOUT GOD, AND 
THEJR RELATImSHIP TO HIH. 

We seem, also, to be more intent upon results, than He are 
regneration. lve lmmJ more about methods of evangelism than H13 
do about the ministry of the Holy Spirj.t in bringing conviction 
to the hearts of men. 

lfuat is the anSHer to our dilemma BECAUSE IN SPITE OF AM, THAT 
HE ARE DOING WE ARE SEEING PITJFUI, RESULTS FOR ALL OF THE 
EFFORTS THilT ARE BEING PUT OUT AND THE HOURS OF TlIvlE GIVEN, TO 
SAY EOTHING OF THE l1ILLIONS OF DOLLARS BEING SPENT. 

It is time for us to begin to ask: DOES THE T,IORD OF GOD GIVE 
US ANY LIGHT FOR THIS DnE�l11A? \.Je:'(o to the Bible for the 
doctrine of salvation. Is it not reasonable that, if the Lord 

t.old US to tal,e the Gospel to all the 'IOrld t.hat He 'IOuld also 
tell us HOTtI? 

The anS,-Jer is, YES I 

And here it is in a nutshell: ll? HE ARE GOING TO SEE PEOPlE 
COHE TO JESUS CHRIST FOR SALVATION IN THIS 20th CENTURY, THEN 
THE TIDNG HEICH l1ATTERS THE HOST IS NOT THAT OUR LIVES .ARE 
PlEAS ING TO THE TtlORLD, B1L'l' TJ:!B,.'r OliR LIVES ARE PlEAS lID TO GOO! 

If you do not remember anything else that I say this morning, 
I hope you Hill never forget this. HE ARE TRYING TO REACH THE 
vlORLD ON THE HORLD'S TERH3, I.JHEN HE SHOliLD BE TRYING TO REACH 
THE HORLD ON GOD'S TERH3--BECAUSE PEOPlE HILL BE RF .. ACHED IN NO 
OTHER HAY. 

All right, Hhere do He begin? Notice 

If you beHeve t.hat t.he Bible is t.he unchanging, infallible 
Hard of God, t.hen you Hill talm this, not as something to 
diSCUSS, or even to consider prayerfully, but as a command 
of God "hich is absolut.ely binding upon you as a child of 
God. 

And it shouJd not bother you that it, is stated negativ&. 
Vlhen some people see a "not" in the Bj.ble, t.hey j.mmediately 
begin to cry, "Legalism." There are hundreds of times in 
t.he Bible ",hen God tells us NOT to do certain t.hings--and 
t.his is His right! 

And, just as Paul in vv. 11-13 speaks of his great love for 
the Corinthians, so a failure t.o spell tM.s truth out in 



:: Cor. ":11-7:J (0\ 
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detail for us HC'uld have been a lack of love on his part, 
and a lack of love on God's nart not to ,mrn us of the 
pitfalls Hhich stand in the ,·ray of any other course of 
action. 

LET 1)8 REHEHBF.R, TOO, TFfllT HE SHOULD NOT BE BOTHERED IF 
THIS RUNS CONTR.A.li.Y TO HUCH OF HHAT HE ARE HEARING El'IPHASIZill: 
TODAY IN CONNECTION I;fITH OUR HINLSTHY TO THE HORLD. 

N01;r, Hhy does this Paul use this fieure of speech--E yoke? 

It comes out of the OT. Cf. Deut. 22:10, 
"Thou shalt nOH plO1.r Hi th an ox and an ass together." 

A Je,rish farmer l<auld yoke tor,ether tHO animals to plo�r a 
field, or to pull a load. Thus, .§..�'yice seems to be pro
minently in vie,;. To do this he could use tl<a oxen, or 
tl-ro donkeys, but not one ox and one donkey. 

The fieure of speech is intended to ShOH that in God's 
sj"ht there is all of the difference in the 1<arld betHeen 
a person Hho MOl,S Jesus Christ as his Savj,or, and one Hho 
does not Imo�r the Lord. 

Therefore, anything that brings a Christian and a non
ChrIstian tor,ether in a close, ,.rorkinfl relationship Hi th 
each other is specifically forbidden by the Hord of God. 

HE IS NOT TAlKING lIBOUT CONTACT !ITTH THE \�ORW, BUT ImIl 
INTIHATE, DAILY LM NG HITH THE: HORLD. 

This appUes to Horship. Churches start the dOlffilo/ard trek 
Hhen they fail to insist upon salvation as the prjlilary 
condition for participation in the ministry of the church. 
People are not going to be ,",on to Christ by compromise on 
this point. 

This applies to !'l.�}'riage. Oh, Hhat heartache comes to 
young people 1;rho Im01o/ the Lord because they begin by dating 
and then marry those Hho do not share their faith in Christ. 

This appljes to ��_����ts, to fr_iendships, even to rnlsi
neS$ if it means entering into partnership with someone Io/ho 
does not ImoH the Lord. 

IF lVE ARE TO HAVE THE BLESSING OF GOD ON OUR LIVES THEN viE 
HUST NOT FORH OUR CLOSE3T RELATIONSHIPS HITH THOSE WHO DO 
NOT KNOW THE LORD. BOTH SCRIPTURE AND E:XPERillNCE SHOVi THAT 
THLS IS USUALLY DISASTR01J"S FOR THE CHRISTIAN. IT IS ONE 
REASON ,nIT SOHE CHRISTIANS NEVER GET THEm PROBLF.H3 SOLVED. 

Then, to shmr the reasonablenes$ of what he is saying, Paul 
asks 
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And the anSHer to every 
question is just the same. 

Remember that Paul in his command has emphasized the dUfer
ence betHeen a believer and an unbeliever. 

N01? note: 
1) All of the l.fOrds he uses for believers, or Hords 

;lhich can be associated with them. 
2 ) All of the ;lords l?hich have to do 1-1i th unbeHevers. 
3 ) All of the Hords l?hich describe a close relati.onship 

betHeen the tHo. 

He l?ill take the last first: 
1) 

2 ) 

3 ) 

1, ) 

5) 

"Fellmlship" - sharing, or partidnati.ng in the same 
thing. 
"Communion" - Hhat. belongs to one belongs to the 
other, and "hat is true of one is true of the other. 
"Concord" - harmony. He {(et our l-1Ord .6)'!l1DQoN from 
this. 
"Part." - usually has to do Hit.h an inherit.ance, and 
one I s share in it . Hhat. is t.he hope of the "orld 
as cOrlpared ;lith the hope of a Christian? 
"Agreement." - Hhat. is there in one Hhich resembles 
Hhat you ,lOuld find in the ot.her? 

The cont.rast. is betHeen: 
1) 
2 ) 
3 ) 
4) 
5) 

Ri.ghteousness, and lavllessness. 
Li.ght., and darkness. 
Christ., and Belial (the Devil, the Horthless one). 
He that believeth, Hith one Vlho is a..ll unbeliever. 
The temple of God, ,·ilth idols. 

The a..llS1.'lsr to every question is one word: � . The things 
"'hich mean so much to us l?ill mean nothing to a person Hho 
is not a Christian until he becomes a Christian. Cf. 
1 Cor. 1::17ff. 

Vlhen l'le try to adapt ourselves to the 1-lOrld l?e are trying 
to do something l?hi.ch cannot be done. The preaching of 
the cross l·illl all?ays be fooli.sh to the Horld 1 

Finally, for this morni.ne, let us note 

TIl. l��' /J,J.,-TT:(::,'.l\J�rr'y 2J{"-G1Y,1:.}I�!�: (fCT:_l(�. :1.:1 t' r. (.'11 :':.:"!C,� 5:<'1 the �?r) 
(? Ger. (.-:)/:.l)). 

It has to do Hi th l?hat 1-Je are: "the temple of the Hving 
God." HAS THIS TRUTH EVER.: REALLY GRIPPED YOUR HF..ART? DO 
YOU REAIJ"Y KNOW viliAT THIS HEANS? Cf. 1 Cor. 3: 16; 6: 19 , 

20; Lev. 26:11, 12; Ezek. 37:26-28. 



l:Th2.t foJJ OHS? Threo HOl!d8:rf�JI tT'1Jths 0 

1) "I "Till dHeJJ ]n themll-His special place of abode 
on the earth. Of. ,-That Solomon said at the dedj ca
tion of the Temple. 

2) "I Hill "Talk in them"-His lj_fe and Hork through us. 
3) III Hill be their God, and they shall be my people"-

A11 that a God should be, He Hil1 be to us--our 
Provider, our Protector, OlIT Comfort, our Peace, our 
Sufficiency. \'/e "HI experience me grace, His peace, 
Hj.s love--and so on and on. 

o oncl: He Hill conclude our text next. Scmday. But here He 
have the heart of ,-,hat He need to know. vIE ARE NOT 

GOING TO REACH THE PEOPLE OF THE ,IORW BY SHOVTING THE),! HOH 
HUCH LIKE TllEM HE ARE, BUT \mAT THEP.E IS ABOUT US THAT IS 
DIFFERENTl 

It cannot be an act; it must be genuine. As we search Hj.s 
Hord, and as "Te Halk wj.th our Lord, our love for the "Torld 

will "ro1{ as He never realized that it could, but also they 
Hill see the evj.dence of what God has done for us, and that He 

is living in us! 

Cf. 1 Pet. 3:15. 



I) 

· . . 

2 Cor. 6:17-7:1 

Scrjnture reading: Jsa. 52:1-12 

Intro: He have come to a very crucial passage in 2 Corinthians. 
It also becomes very controversial Hhen as Christians 

He consider ',That this means to us todaY--'That effect j,t is to 
have upon our lives. 

And it i,s important to see that Paul told the Corinthians 
these thine;s because of his fCreat love for them (2 Cor. 6: 
11-13) • 

And He must also see that Pau1 1-TI'ote tMs after havinr; express
ed his n;reat concern for the people of the Horld--people Hho 
did not knoH the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, but peoDle ,Tho 
need_",-d to kno;T Him! 

This mornj,ng I 1'Tant to direct your attention to the t1.ro 'Tords 
in 7:J, "these promises." In the Gk NT there is an emphasi.s 

on the Hord,' IIthese,1I i�, such promises as these! 

Paul Hants us to recognize that he is sayine; some very 1;Tonder
ful things here which !!§! must not mis�. 

"These prol'1ises." 

Let me raise and anS.Ter three questions in dealing Hith these 
verses, 6:17-7:1: 

1) l{ho is the promiser? Vlho is making the promises? 
2) Vlhat are the promises? 
3) Are there any conditions attached to the promises? 

I. HnO IE-: TIS PECHISL�T\.? 

The anSHer is very sjJUple. It is the Lord. 

BUT, if you are readinE; the Scriptures carefully, you ;Till 
note that the Lord is referred to in three different Hays: 

1)  In 6:16, "as God hath said." 
2) In 6:17, "saith the Lord." 
3) In 6:18, "saith the;Lord Almighty." 

A. God. 

This is t�EJ ,!i'��El ,�[I:!.��g .!<l�ll:li:b[:i.o,Els. god ,.�IO! De!."0:, com
pletely distinct from hu!'l�,'l:io�. 

One of the easiest things for us to do is to treat the 



proa:i.ses of God J5J::e H'e v.fould trcc,t t1'0 "'ro:"1� 80S of n1B.Y!. 
SOI�etimes men do not keep thej.r promises. At times it is 
because somethinp, prevents them. At other times it is 
because they forp,et them. Somet:i,.n� man Hill make a pro
mise "ith no intention of keeping them. 

GOD neV0l" falls into any of these categories. Cf. Nul]).. 
Z:2.:.12, "God ms not a man, that he should lie; neither the 
son of man, that. he shou�d repent. Hath he said, and shall 
he not do it? Or hath he spoken, and shall he not malee jt 
,SOOd?1I 

Get thifl truth firrr�y fixed in your mind. 

]),st..vss T Then notice: God ,]ants 
""-'De(l... TI.. \ in you. He wants to be 
Po.) q.:'>. people. 

to dHell in you. He Hants to ualk 
your Goa. He ,rants you to be His 

But, someone says, He is my God, He noes dHell jn me, He 
lives in me, I am one of His people. 

Then let me come back Hith this question: HCM MANY PEOPIE 
Kl,IOH IT? 

Paul is not talking about THE DOCTRINE here; he is talkinr, 
about THE PRACTICAl, :SXPERmNCE OF THE DOCTRINE. 

Sometimes the people of God never p,et to the doctrines 
of the Bible, but there are others \·rho never p,et beyond the 
doctrines! Paul l.rants us to knmr that the doctrj ne of the 
Hord of God must become the Hvj.ng experience of the child 
of God or He Hill never he able to convince the people of 
the Horld that He are the people of God. That j§ uhaJ 

� promises ��. 

Think about these 1,ords: GOD and THE PEOPLE OF GOD! 

This desiP,llates God ".s theQ"� }tho is .21lE DIm,,!!:, and the 
.Qn� �g, therefore, has sovereign rights �:c us. 

Perhaps one reason He A mericans have so much trou1)le recor,
nizing the Lordship of Jesus Christ over US is because He 
Ijve in a culture 1,hich more 2-nd more :is despisinG author
j.ty. 

Hhen the Lord Jesus Christ becomes my Savior He also he
comes my LORD. And "hen I read a verse like v. 17 and see 
Hords spoken by "the Lord," my reaction should he :iJI'-IDediate 
obedience. If lithe I,ord" has said it, that settles it! 



Tl"'�\8 are f'ltlny of 1JS Hbo :n8cd. to cry nut. :in hurr.:i 1 i.?ctj em 
like Thomas did of old, "Hy Lord and my God." 

Then, as thou[',h this ,Tere not eno11.eh, as tho11.gh there stHl 
mi,,,ht be some doubt about the authority of what he is \·rrit
ine:, Paul adds a tMrd name: 

This is tbe only time that Paul uses this title for 
God in all of his ,rritjngs. That shou-ld make us real
ize that there is something very special here. 

THE ONLY OTHER TIl-!E THIS EXPRF-BSION IS USED IS IN THE 
BOOK OF TIm REVELAnmr OF JESUS C"!RIST-9 times (one of 
them translated, "omnipotent). The first is in 1:8, 

"I am Alpha and Cmega, the beginning and the endj.ng, 
saHh the Lord, 1-Iho is, and "'ho Has, and "'ho is to 
come, th� AlmilShty." 

Have He not forgotten this title ,,,hen it comes to the 
evangelization of the world? He give the jmpression 
that He )m01-T more than the Lord does about reaching 
the hearts of men, and so He turn to our Hays. HUh 
what results? A '}orld, for the most part, that j.B un
impressed! 

Oh, h01-T He need to remember that HE is THE ALFIGHTY 
GOD! 

But now ",hat ahout 

There are three. 

ii.. HI 1!:nJ bn 't1'c:1.r Ged." (See notes on p. 2 as marked.) 

1· .:..} . 

But, you say, has he not already received me? Yes, 
but the verse here shm.,s that Paul has reference to the 
acceptance, the blessinr" the "Telcomin['" the appropri
ating of that service which we brinr, to Hjm. 

Cf. Isa. 1 for an example of rejected service. 

Cf. 2 Cor. 6:18. 
10::'( .. : .. ;. ,:� ("t:-:.'t,37•11 
"" 'i Ff\ -n-l 611.. � 

Can it be that such Hords are true--that the God of the 
lmiverse Hould become .!'.'Y h"avenly Father? 



" (�,,",(,� (:J7--,/;l {/\ 

rut [1(18.:in I nsk, Is He not ulrc['.dy l'ly Father? il.nd 
aeain I must see that Paul is talking about the exper
ience of this relationship. 

To me, one of the R'I'eatest verses in t.he OT is Psa. 
103:13, 

"As a fat.her pHiet.h his children, so t.he Lord 
pit.ieth them t.hat. fear Mm." 

Many, man.y times I have come t.o that verse, th''lnkful 
not.'only t.hat God is my God, and t.hat. the Lord is my 
Lord, but. t.hankful also t.hat. He is my Father, and t.hat. 
He loves me >lith the love of a Father. 

-iJ, 
Ill. Hhen Toby �1aS kHlsd. "Hhen ye pray, say, Our..oD 

Fat.her" (cf. Ht. 6: 9 ) . Also cf. 2 Sam. 1::l:33' �"'
i) Is it. any "ronder that Paul fays, "FIav:;.ng, therAfore, th� Po '<" 

promises, dearly beloved"? 
-4 ".:J �n, e 

But, are there any 
Gs tv,; 

/vAs ,,<"''\! 
'<I� "l ""-�? TTT 

� • -' 0 Yes. Cf. 6:17a, 7:1. See also 6: 1/,.b. 

Hhat is "the unclean t.hing"? At least. 60 times in the 
book of LevUicus Hoses mentions things that are unclean 
t.o t.he Lord--things which are displeasing to Him, things 
"'hich He cannot accept. 

This is the reason >Ie need the \ford of God--OT and NT. 

He are t.o st.ay a,,,ay from t.he things Hhich defUs us in His 
sight, and seek t.he purjt.y '"hich grOHS and gro�rs until 
that glorious day Hhen He ',Till become like Himl 

Concl: Listen to me as I close today. Do you 1,rant to see t.he 
blessinr, of God in t.hese days, these days of such open, 

brazen violat.ion of God's Hord "'hich is an affront. t.o God H1m
self. Then, as ahrays, "hat. God is :;oing t.o do in t.he >lorld 

is li.nked inseparably Hith what He is able t.o do in the hearts 
of His people, His children. 

These aTe JUs promises for these days, and '''8 can expect to 
see His blessing if \"e obey just as much as in any preceding 
generation of God's people. 



2 Cor. 7:2-16 

lJ1tro: He come this morninp; to the second part of the epistle. 
Or, He mip"ht say that in chapter 7, verse 2, Paul is 

comj n'( back to the sub,iect Hhj,ch he left in chapter 2, verse 
13. 

He had been taJJd I'f, about hjs L'"'t.:t'E. Cf. "I Hrote" in 2::,\, I,., 
[l.nn lIc1irl I urit.e" :!J1 ?�9. CO"ln0.re this ,·dth 7:8. 

Also in "hapter 1 Pmu had started by taJkinp; about "comSort," 
uhi ch means �)1�c..ccw_ag.'::!'lent. Cf. 1: 3-7. 

NOH in chapter 7 he comes back to the sub,ject of QQ,TJ1.Sort, or 
encourar:;e'1"'nt. Compare 7:/., (" 7, 13. 

In chapter 1 ho calls God, "the Father of merdes, and thn God 
of 8.1) cO"lfort."; in chapter 7 he spe"ks of "God , Hho comfort.et.h 
t.hose that are cast. rl01m" (v. I)a). 

It. is Honoerful to be able t.o see t.hat, in "the rdrirtry" uhich 
Prml has bee'1 talJd)1G about fro,� the end of chapter t.o to the 
fjrr,t verse of chapt.er 7, it i� £lod 1,ho .L::l)(.eJ! .lli1 _encouragement, 
and tha,:t H';! Kives it to.lli1 .;mst a"l! the rirlI!; _"l!.:gn�! 
In 7:6 Paul speaks of himself as "cast clolm," 
l/11S he depressed about? His sufferings? �10. 
a.bout the Hork in Corinth. 

'£�I'.�E':.s...s_e.Sl. \mat 
He 1.raS depressed 

He have seen fran 1 Corinthians hOH many serious problems the 
Corinthian church. And He lmoH that the Apostle Paul had 
Hritten to them about the problems. Paul rep;retted sendinp; 
the letter soon after it ,·[as 1!.one beC[luse he ]mevr that it 'HOlUo. 
not ':lake the Corinthia.ns 'mppy. See 7:8. Neither clid he !mm·[ 
1-Ihether it vould do a.ny p;o ocl , or !'ot. 

He Has expecting to hear throngh Titus hm, his lett.er hacl been 
received. Hhen he :;ot to Tro�s, hcm;n" t.o find Titus, he Cl1d 
not find him, and so 110 left--EVEH THOUGH, AS HE l'JRITE.S, "A 
fJl'OP HAS Opc:r'1':D UNTO J.1E OF THE WRD" (2: 12 ) • But Paul had to 
find Titus. 

lvhen he Hent to Hacedonia he faced terrible suffering, but it 
1;1(1.8 there that he and Titus p;ot top;ether. And so it Has just 

at the time l'hen he Has facjnp; such heavy opposition, a.nd uon
dering hm·, fruitful his 1·[ork had been in Cor1.nth 1'llfIT GOD SE�lT 

HIM ENC01JRAGHE}lT. 

Hm., l.fOnderful it is to note the timing of the Lord in such 
cases! 
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1:'nT�:lrC' HO nntp _th_" .1��\t�.l1.I'O of iJ� 222S'��lP:n.:t, Jot us :" "-"1(1 

just a moment noting: 
1) That. t.he Apostle Paul need encouragement. 
2) The ld nd of encouragement that he Has looking for. 

(Comment briefly on both.) 

Thec'8 
tjons 

1) 
2) 

::Ire t"IO possibjJ5iSes for repentance, and Paul ,"en
both of them here. Note the names he gives them: 
"The sorrOH of thB world" (v. Ib). 
"Godly sorrow" (v. 10), or "ye 'lere made sorry after 
a godly manner (vv. 9, 11). 

The first is a I'orrml that regrets the result, and the 
repentnnce is to get a,?ay from the results. BUT IT IS NOT 
A SORROH HHICH FEGRETS snr BECAUSE IT IS SIN IN GOD'S 
SIGHT! 

"Godly sorrow" is l:it.,. 80rr01{ accord:ing to God, i.e., 
sorrOH in God's ;18.y-sOrrQ1.1 ,;hich sees sin first and fore
most as a violation of the riGhteousness of God, and 
rleserv:Lng of Dothinr, but His judp:"lent. Cf. PSI). 51:/, . •  

The Corinthians repented in a man..'1er that spoke of salva
tion, and in a manner that caused them to make progress 
in thAir salvation. liThe sorrOH of the Horld" does not 
do 8l1ythj.nu to change a man's course because jt is not 
the kind of repentance Hhich satisfies God. 

Thus, it is not only importe.nt to repent, but it is imDor
tant to repent in God's way! 

See esp. v. 11. 

Pa.ul uses seven statements to describe "hat it had done 
for the Corj.nthians to reDent as God ,·ranted them to repent • 

. n . n:r f'.t c: .�'·u;-'").-.7_:Y�;�f: G U He i.·JOuld S8.y, !l:L1j2�1l9.e.. P8ul j s 
talleIn" about. "earnest.ness in accomplishing, promotin.", 
or strivinF, after any thine" (Thayer, p. 585) . Cf. Rom. 
]2:8, 11; 2 Pet. 1:5. This is llsually evident jn one 
1-Iho has ,iust. come to knOH the Lord, but. sj.n ,rnl do 
fumy 'rith it •. 

r,. ll-,' '!:, (:,Jr::: �""'--1"" cJ' -·C'1'!:'·f,c':JV�:r- �1 It speaks of one ""ho is 
,·r:l.1Jjn", to take a st.and, but "'ho ;s also careful to 
st.e.t.e verbally Hhy_he is takin<c such a st.and. Paul 
had done this in 1-Ir; tine; both I and 2 Corint.hj.ans. 
In 1 Cor. 9: 3 he '?rate, "Ny ""y!'s3·�e.r: to them that. do 
exaf'line me js this." Cf. 1 Pet. 3:15; 2 Tim. !,:16. 
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This is t.he. only t,-i�'lP t,1'1� 8 non". 
is used :b-:r th,0 NT, 1:'l1"G the verb is used several i-,jrnBs 
:in Ht & Mk. Cf. Hark 10:1/>. It spea1{s of a stron�, 
posjt,;ve, outHard reaction to tl-)�ngs that are 1-Trong, 
that are sinfu1. Such a person is sensitive to sin. 

1I..i' I. -', - '�':" � 11 This is nrobabl v the fear of Goel. • 

7:1; 5 :11. Goel Hi,mself had t�enanmch greater 
j n their li,ves, cons; stent Hi th thejr repentance 
the'r idea of sin. 

Cf. 
place 
t:md 

11�Ji-,c�t \TC�l::;:·I::·:t (inr:·�Tc.ll T}lis and tl1e nex't vlord e,re 
found in v. 7. Both of them have to do ",ith Paul. 
This speaks more of their desire for him � .l! r.erson-
tl-)eir deshe to remove any and everything that stood 
in tl-)e Hay of their felloHship uith each other. 

F. "h�' (l,t, ?,Gc:'J.1I In comparison ,·lith the precedinp, verse, 
this speaks more of Paul'J3 Ro_@,:Lt.t'<.I), and of their 
jealous to See that position recognized and maintained. 
It ;TOuld sho;1 th eir reeor;nj,tion for all authori ty 
Hh:i,eh God had estah) ished, instead of being satisfied 
>lith their dIvisions, and doIng things the Hay they 
"anted them done. 

ro, W("t, ';','1[["" '0." They felt that sin should be punished 
--not tolerated, nor excused in any Hay! It "TOuld 
folloH U:ii'!(l.:' '"7'.cL-i-,:i,nTl" above. 

The absense of any of these thi,ngs shaHS the need for re
pentance. And H all ties jn uit.h 7:1. 

!L<?!1_iIo: As the che,pter closes it is easy to see the ab01mdine 
,i oy of the Apostle "'hieh l'ad come to him at just the 

right moment-sent by God! 

But he also "ants them to knml that all of the stron,", things 
he 1'Trote t.o them, e,nd his joy nml, have been bece,l1se of hi,s 
p;reat love for them (see v. 12)-not ,just, because he 1ms 
anxious to punish sin. PAUL WilS PREEHINENTLY CONCERNED ABOUT 
OTHERS. Of. Rom. 9:1ff.; 2 Cor. h:11-13; also 3 John 4; most 
of 2 Peter'1. 

Today "Ie certai nly 1j ve in a day ,;hen jt. is not popular to 
st.and for the Hard of God. It is not even popular ,6th many 

Hho are Chri stians. Nevertheless, this is the only 'my of 
blessine, and He can be sure tha,t f,-'<.� uill brjng His timelv 

..El.ill'2..l!l:�e'�II!!2-nts along ,iust. "hen 1'le need them. St3,ndj.ng for the 
truth of the Hard is never ee,sy, BUT, OH, HOVT GREAT JIRF: THE 
EIJ<:SSINC,s ,JEICH FOLLOH SUCH A LIFE! 



1?5). 
a11 of 

TE,rCl"bHGINrT EVIDli:nC:S OF GOD IS GTU\CE 
2 Cor. 8:1-9 

The Hord, "Horeover," at the ber;inning of chapter 8 
SUfCo-Elsts "a transition to somethi.ne neH" (Thayer, p. 

That "somethinp; neH" .f:0es through all of chapter 8 and 
chapter 9. .IJ;; hal' to do Hi i2h B.i:y;il\e. 

In some respects it is not ne\, because he had spoken to them 
about an offering for the saints in Jerusalem in 1 Cor. 16: 
1-3. 

HOHever, from 2 Cor. 8:6 He learn that that. offerinr; Has never 
complet.ed, AND SO Tlill APOSTIE IS TflKING 1'HIS SECTION OF HIS 
EPISTIE TO TALK, NOT O]11,Y ABOm TFg OI<FERING, BUT TO TEACH 
TES CORHlTHIAN BELIEVERS HHAT TIlEY N!�gny.:D TO KNOW ABOUT THF.m 
GIVING TO THE L6RD. 

In the past. "reeks as "Ie have considered 2 Corint.hians t.oret.her 
He have learned many t.hings about. (1) evangelism, and (2) the 
Hork of t.he minist.ry. I HAVE REPEATEDLY ENPHASIZED THAT HE 
JvlUST KNOW THE HORD OF GOD IF HE ARE TO CARRY ON THESE PHASES OF 
THE LORD'S HORK SO AS TO HAVE HIS BlJ':,QSING. IT IS NOT ENOUGH 
TO DO THE HORK OF GOD; HE MUST DO IT TITS 1-lAYl 

The some t.hing applies to t.he financial needs of t.he Lord's 
\-lark. 

If He look at. 'Ihat. professes to be t.he Lord's ,;ork t.oday, He 
Hill find § �je� of met.hods being used. 

Central Bi.ble Church has had a very strong financial policy. 
vie have depended upon the people of God to p;ive as the Lord has 
led them t,o give. We have not solicited funds. No one re
presentine the Church has come to your home each year to find 
out hOH much you expect to "pledge.1f 

Neither have He gone to any and everybody, businesses and the 
Hke, t.o a,et financial supnort. for the Church. 

1:/e do not teach that every Christian is obHa,ated �Cl ��:t..ll�. 
Central Bible Church has not put on church dinners, nor have 1;le 
had bazaars or sales of any kind to raise money for the Church. 

N01;, the '1uesMon is: ARE j,IE RIGHT, OR ARF: vJE l,ffiONG? Ho.!! .� 
}:L� ta.U? 

There is only one Hay. HE 1,rusT GO TO TW, SCRIPTURES AND THERE 
LEARN HOH THE LORD HA�lTS TO h1F:F:T THE FHTA}TCIAL NEEDS 01" HIS 
l,rORle Possibly t.here are some thinGS about givinp, Hhich He 
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Let us notice, first of all 

It is to be seen in the Hords, "the !Crace of Ged best,oued 
on the churches of Hacedonia . "  

Hhat does Paul mean by "the grace of God"? 

HE HEAl'S THAT lWRK OF GOD, GOj<,'PLETELY UNDESERVFJl, TO l.JlHCH 
HE HllST TRACE EVERY EVIDENCE OF GOODNFSS OR BLESSING AHONG 
GOD'S PEOPLE. 

It is "the grace of God that hrinr,eth salvation" (Tit. 2: 
ll) • 

30, nothing ever truces place in the life of the child of 
God that El orifies Him unless it is inHiated by God 
Jljmself , by Hjs f1race , for without Him He can do nothing. 
Cf. Eph. 2:10; Phil. 2:13. � ��(. I'eli 4:.'1, 

Therefore, at the very outset of these tHO cba.pters it is 
stronr,ly indicated: 

1) That the Lord's Hork is to be supported only by the 
Lord's people. 

2) That there is a definite rel ationship hetHeen our 
giving and our groHth in grace--one is reflected i.n 
the otherl 

From this I can see as the Pe.stor of Central Bi.hle Church 
that I need to real ize that God must move upon your hearts 
to give, and that He will do this as you are growing 
spiritually and Roing on ,lith Him. TFlEfuWOPE, IF I AN 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE FINANCIAL NEEDS OF CENTRAL BIBLE CHURCH 
I MUST BE EVEN MORE CO NCERNF.Jl ABOUT THE 3PffiITUAL NEEDS IN 
ALL OF OUR HEARTS ...... AND JvlIi:ETING THCl3E NEl':DS THROUGH THE 
HINISTRY OF THE ]'IORD OF GOD. 

Often the techniques vlhich 1-1e use are just an inn.ication 
of our spiritual need. 

Hacedonia ,TaS the province just north of Achaia. Corinth 
,{as located in Achaia. Cities like Philippi and Thessa
lonica were in Hacedonia . 



l,r:1t�_'!:, kind of conditions existoc1 in Euc0don:ia? 

THO th:ings are noted tn v. 2: 
1) They Here extremely poor--r"duced practia11y to 

bep:p-ing. They had hit bottom,is "hat "deep poverty" 
Uterally means. 

2) Th"y haa. aboundJne joy--joy that Has more than the:' 
could contatn, joy that was overf10,.Ting. Cf. 1 Thess. 
1:5, 6. 

This is "hat they toole tnto their "r,reat trial of afflic
tion." GOD HAD TAKEN THIS POOR, NEEDY GROUP OF CmmCHES, 
AND HE HAD ALLOIoIED PRESSURr-;8 TO HIT THEl1 TO DEHONSTRATE 
IN An OTHPB PLACES HHAT HAPPENS HHEN PEOPLE, IN SPITE OF 
THEIR CIRCUH3TANCES, Jl11E HALKING IN FF:LLOHSHIP \-lITH HIl1. 

l.Jha t dtd happen? 

They "abo1ll1ded unto the riches of +.heir liberaltty." 11' 
v. 3--they r:ave as much as they Here able, and then ,.,ent 
far beyond--tHo thinf(s ",hich are rare even amonr: the people 
of God. And, they did this, not because they ,Tere forced 
to do so, but because theY"Tanted to do so. "TheY'·Tere 
,Tilling of themselves. " 

But, more than that, they insisted that Paul talee the �ift 
because they 1·ranted to participate (have feHoHship) in 
the ministering .t.9 lhEl .s..a.,:ints. HO\oI S IGNIFICANT THAT THE 
PEOPLE OF GOD SHOUlD BE REFERRED TO HERS AS SAINTS--those 
,Tho are chosen of God, set �:r.:t from ,:!ihe l;or1d, holy, 
heirs of heaven! 

"c ,;l 
'" -1 'iC -< � Rhx Qid .:l!h� do this? The ans,.,"r is in v. 5. 

\"r-. Al.-V '9 -,. 1<1' 
�,,"'" -,'1'-1<'- For an OT illustration of the same le:ind of thinr" cf. Ex. 
,;,).0 ",,,,,\,,"',,,,,,-\35:20-29; 36:/,-7 • 

•. /( b" 
�o � �\;> .-.9 • • 

1"'" -1-<- � It lS amazlnp; to see "That the Lord can do through H:i.s peopJe .� __ ,,\,,V 1.. ..... ,. 1 . 
A � � '" -,? ",hen they p:ive Him the opportunity! j(.?-j. ...{� �,,? 

"�'" '>"'''V " A " v. 1-5 sho;T an int8rostinf' .. interminr,linO', of the divine and 
'9 ",..... , b 

.\><"' -<"¢,. the human aspects of giving, but in vv .  6-8 Paul is I!oing to 
tf�(,f',0�"v shol>l the responsib:i.Uty that he and Titus had tOloTard the 

&>7-& Cor1nthian church concerning this subject. 

III. ",_ . --,,.. I" ,··,"'1 "" ( . ' •. ) 1,:J., �.,.l_.J.I) _�,I ',_ • •• 
' .. _ _  1,,: V-,.'. _0, • 

From these verses we can see that 
J) It is a part of a pastor I s mjnistry to teach his 

l1eop1e to give. Therefore, he need not be apologetic 
if he is teachinF( o:ivi.np; according to the Iolord of God. 



?, ) If HO 'arc; not t[:.u.r�ht .c:j v in--C , t.h011 [t vitf.tl n02"'t of 
our spiritual traininr:, is lackinp; . 

For some reason the offering mentioned in 1 Cor. 16 he.d not 
been completed. Titus is being sent by Paul to bring it 
to completion (v.  G ) ,  but not only that, but to see to it 
that their giving keeps pace 'lith every other aspects of 
their lives as believers (v. 7) , and that , "hile he is 
not commanding them to give , their "Tilling response 1-lill 
be a pdll1ary inil;'cation of the sj.ncerUy of their restora
tion to fellOl-/ship ;rith the Lord (v. 8) . (Comment . )  

JOlJ .Q@ ��'2 fr£!:l) this that Paul ill!£! le.okin...e for the same 
_thing _t_<? j,ak'2 DlaQ§ .:in COJ.::.:igtj) j!hat pail la£"'-,"  £1.."'''.'2 .i.n .:th..� 
churches of 11acedonial 

' 

AS HE COHE TO THE LAST VERSE (v. 9) , HE LEARN THAT HHEREVER YOU 
HAVE THE GRACE OF GOD 1·IAN .ll<'l'STFJ) THE tTIT.Q flANGIWg .J.'lVIDENC12 :IS 
ALWAYS GIVING . 

-----� . '=---===1': 
--It Fas true in the churches of Macedonia. 
--It could be true also in the church at Corinth. 
--It ;ras oVI'lNhe1mingly the case 1'Then the Lord ,Tesus C11.r ist 

came into this 'dorld. 

-;:'.T . T : r� ' �'_- .�·�X.LI ; _;:::I.L\ IJ.I.:,;:·: rL:_'1r.LIIC� (:} �'�LL (v. S' ) .  How H'onderful1y 
the comjne of Chrj.st illust.ratl'ls the very thing Paul j.s 
teaching. 

Note the expression: "the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ , "  
our Lord' s  full title--taking into consideration an that 
He 1-IaS an is . 

No one HaS ever so rich, and became so poor, to meet the 
needs of those 1-Iho '·Tere reduced to that "hich others might 
give them--spiritual beggars . 

on account of us 
This passage paranels Phil. 2 :  5-7. Li t . ,  He became poor, 
beinie rich, that throup:h His poverty (reachj.ng to the 
Cross ) ,  we might be rich. 

C oncl : \�e h2.ve only started into these tHO chapters , but you 
will notice that all that Paul has said thus far has to 

do Hith .n:iving to others ,·/ho lmml the Lord. Thj B has to do Hit! 
their physical needs, but it also has to do Hith their spirituaJ 
needs . Therefore , as He give , 1,le rive because the s ame grace 
that led the Lord Jesus Chd.st to come to meet our need has 
been .,(iven to us that through us the Lord might continue to 
meet the needs of His people . In this "JaY ",Ie are lS.borers 
to'(ether Hith God" (1 Cor. 3 : 9a) . 
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TF,;� r;.) i:'11 ·;.nU�H (}CD ACC}i�PTS 
2 C or .  8 : 10-2/, 

Int;r:Cl : It ie importont to kr.oH the sHnation Hhich Paul j 8  
referrj.nr, to in chapters '" and 9.  

As he concluded his f:irst epistle to the Cori nthians he Has 
speaJdnc: to them about thei r offering for the saints , the people 
of God, in Jerus8.1em (cf. 1 Cor .  16 : 3 ) . In ,Jerusalem the Lord ' s  
people had suffered grClatly at th8 hands of unbe1ievin" Jmrs ! 
Hany of t.he churches out.side of Jerusalem helped them in a mone
tary Hay. 

Evident.ly t.he Cori nt.hians had start.ed to "11t'1er money t.oget.her 
t.o send t.o ,Terusalem, Fm THS OFl?ERING F.AD }EVER BEEN CQ1''PJ,ET@ . 
Th.t� � p'rob�fu .111e .iCl the .k()uh=l� Hh.icl� U!.� hB:c1 )!LiJ!hJn the 
Chm'ch in Cqr.:i.nth . f�\ w".., �""-e-, ,,.,l. aDc�{ ",;" ;sk",,,( ",-" \}.."' -

�,Y"\\ s\-..e_J. --fa.::; ¥- .  
Ncu in 2 CorjY'.thians Paul brings up this subject ag�dn. 

He mir,ht very naturally feel that. t.his Has the ,rrong ti'1le to 
speak of such a thing , especjally s ince it seems that i¥# the 
the difficulties bet.reen Paul and the Corinthians Here ,iust 
being healed. 

He thj.nk like thi s because He have a. 20t.h century orienta.tj.Oll to 
givi ng ra.ther than the Ne", Testa'1lent doctrine . PAUL TALKED TO 
THEM ABOUT GIVING BECAUSE HE }<'Y.;LT THAT IT WAS JUST AS VITAL A 
PART OF THEIR LIVES AS CHRISTIA}'S A.", ANY OF THE OTf!1\R SUBJECTS 
HHICH HE HAD TAKEN UP IN 1 OR 2 CORDITHIAN3 ! 

He kneH that blef'8�nr, comes to an indivi dual Chri st.jan, or to a. 
Church , through its "iving. Pa.ul is the one .rho has preserved 
t.hose Hords of t.he Lord Jesus , "It is more blessed t.o give t.han 
t.o receive" (Act.s 2 0 : 3 5b ) .  

But Pe.Hl Ha.S a.hrays very ca.reful about his motives in '·rrit.ing or 
speaking on such a sub,i Gct.--� 1 must be . C f .  Phil. /, : 17. Here 
in 2 Cor. 8 he i s  also concern8d about blessing. And this is 
the reason he is sending Titus to see that the p;' is completed 
(v. 6) , bnt j n !!lent.i oning this to Titus he l·!aS del )1ted to 
lea.rn t.hat. T i.tus himself Ha.S so earcer to go that it Has not 
reallv.. necessary for Paul to ask him. , 1- e..cfl. . I'l-·. \4. 

Alonp; ,.d th Titus tt,o unnamed disciples ,·,ere "oing . lie Hill see 
t.he reason a little later . One is 11'8ntioned in v. 18; t.h€: oth� 
in v .  22; both, in V. 23 . 

Havinl!, 888n all of this , o.nd t.hinkin" of t.hes8 tb'ee men ca.rr�'
jnrc t.his epistle to C orint.h, let us not.ice hOH Paul deals ,·rj th 



Let us see 

T .. r.I�}T : ��-,! ]1 ', 7r.LL ',fiCe FA'fl ,'�.' F.·�":'_n:� �,�; , ( ' , r'l' ,'�T!I � Tr �  You ,·d ll find it 
it v .  12 : "It is accepted." A better translation Hould 
probably he , "he j s accepted, " but it. is the idea that our 
r:ivin8: can be accentable to God, or unacceptable, that I 
,rant you to see . 

Will you note , as you think about this , that He have the 
/. ' d  ' " h th ... � t ·  ... Ch cl ... ;) ,? '  J. ea J.n g:LV:Lng ere a v  He ,,-0 no g:Lve ,,0 a _ 11!" 1 ,  or ,,0 

0- f' , q:<�'\> a missionar", or to some l,lOrlr of God on earth; OUE GIVING 
'..:> ",,,-yO- � :IS TO THE LORD . 
'9"' � , v<-'" � 

,<cl.Y.,,, ,,-'" If thore is aY>,Y doubt e,Qout this , cf . 1 Pet. 2 : 5 ;  Heb . 13 : 
'90 <:),!-, �.l;r 15 , 16 ; Phil . 4: 18.  
-.;>0 .,y:.Y. 
0'''' 11' j> 'I- ' 1.;>-

An amazin" illustration is found in Isa. 1 : 10-J.5 .  

v'" 
<:-'7 S omehoH there has ahrays been j.n the heart of man the feel

ing that if he gives , he is really payinfC for the privi1ege 
of livin8: his life and usine: the rest of his money any ,-ray 
he Hants t.o. NOTHING COULD BE FPR1'HEH FHOl1 ,.]HAT THE HOHD 
OF GOD HJ\S TO SAY ON THE SUBJEC T .  

But it is very :important that '·Ie start here , or '<Ie Hill 
never really understtmd ",hat it means to "ive to the Lord. 

Althour;h He do not bring our gifts to an altar , like the OT 
saints did, yet there are ��9 expressions in our chapter 
1{hich SUf(gest such an idea : 

1) ThQ Q.;rqq.k JTo ..... a., 1tpoQ,,�· �Q , 5s f01l:AO (x 5p c:hs $ @nr:;l 
-9,-8ffi;-Bffi'opkmatoly ;8;.-i8 t:rG.Bslato8. a EJj.ffe:rem 
.,,�e&eh-i;.:i,m_'];Ag-v:e:r&<=>s-_g+;l,;l.,---12 , 19; 9: 2 • 

We-p.eaEl-,---1'-a poadinoss, n 11a-w-:b-l1 ing m; REi, 11 1!:TC1:P" � 
�,n--1B'l4-J.L*,l'lB-f-e3.1I.fffi'4I'l%6-ef-J"€'ffi' miJ<la. II � 
+l'-gp'�!4K8 OF- PUTTIPG SO!!!':TJITIIP. BEFORE f, Pl':R8GN, LllD 
G CULM GJ"JE 'PHl':--:rnEA-GF- Pl'P"S3!lTIlTG Pc gAGRIFIGE. 

t)  Note the Hord, "111ome , "  in v .  20. This can be trans
lated, Jill.ot ,  or blem:l,sI}, a 1,rord ,·lith a definite rela
tionship to sacrifices . 

1) V. 21. Our "ifts have to be "honest , "  i . e . ,  r :izI:l.1; , 
2us'li, honorable , " in the sirrht of the Lord , "  i l}  l:!2,� 
prAs� . 

Then, just. as OT sacri fj ces have spec5fic conditions "hich t.hey 
must meet, 1·rhat are the conditions 1·,hj ch render OtlX' f1;ivj.ng 

accentable to God? 



? C or .  r': : -i (:_.� I. ( s, '. 

'.-r '-",�, :i ,( :dC;L�. , .�; '� �, ; I. ,��.� J. 'L �... ,�i I.�' ; ... ',.. G'.' .:IL J C.'' GL, J .  
This is the emphasis of the "hole nassar,e . Paul j.s 
Hriting to a chtU'ch, to those lJho have received the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Savi or. 

God is not asking , and has never asked, tJ"" Horld to 
support His lJork on earth . But Hith the church lOSing 
more and more of its dj.stinctive traits , it has employed 
methods that are contrary to the \.Jord of God. Even the 
Gospel has become obscure; jt is no Handel' that, this 
basic prinCiple of S cripture has been ignored. 

We aTe deli r,hted to have anyone attend C entral Bible 
Church Hho l·10111d like to come , but ,,,e Hant everyone t o  
nnd8rst2.nd that lJhen the offering plate i s  nassed it is 
only for j)elievers to p:ive , expressinr, their love for 
the Lord. If yon have not received the Lord Jesns as 
Y01.U' Savi or, then let. it be kn01Jn that He lJants ,ron, not 
,.,hat you have . Until you have trusted Christ as your 
Savior , your gifts are unnecessary. 

Hhat a tragedy that many have been driven a;la,,' from the 
church because the church has been P10re interested in 
receiving than in �iving • 

'··� .. :C'ts . "'llWt 1")0 r!'�,von 1,:iJ lin (fJ.iT 0 -. .  , - -�� 

The e"'�)hasj.s in the church has been on !itb:i,ng. Paul 
does not even use the 'lord in these t;10 chapt.ers . I10re 
than that you ,·d11 not find the Hard mentioned once in 
the NT as bindine upon the neople of God today. In 
fe.ct, after you leave the Gospel of Luke in the NT, the 
0111:' places Hhere you find the Word ment.ioned from John 
to Revelation 1s in Heb . 7 1-1here the lJI'iter is talkj.n" 
about. the t5 thes Abraham paid to I1elchizedek and com
)'>aring it Hi.th the commi".nQment that. the Levites had t.o 
take tithes of the Israeli tee under the LS',I. BUT \-JE JlRr;; 
NOT OBLIGATED TO PAY TITHES . GOD HAlm OUR OFFEHINC,s TO 
BE VOLUNTflRY, TO CONE FROI1 OUR HEJlRTS . You may set a 
tithe , a tenth , ),>ers onally as a vollmtary matt.er , but 
you do not have t.o do t,his , nor do I or anyone ",lse 
have t.he right to impose a t.ithe upon the people of God. 

C f .  2 C or .  9:1'" 7. Give because you love the Lord and 
bec8.use you lTant to--not because you have t.o. 

In dealinr; Hi'Gh e subject like t.his ;le need to keep i.n l'lind that 
Paul has not. s8.id everythino; here t.hat could be said. You Hould 
have tows all of t.he Bible for that. But he has said "'hat the 
CorinthiRns needed t.o hear , and t.his can be instruct.ive for us . 



Fi nally, 

Sometimes He are moved by an emotional appeal , or by the 
Hay 're like an indivi dual. But the question is this : 
I liN GIVING llY GIF1' TO THE LORD . HILL IT BE USED Fill 
!-ITS GLORY? 

Note cnrefully "hat Paul said in vv. 19-21, the divine 
side and the human side. 

<\.1'""-
D .  r= l1.::-' " ' :1 -,..,t� A: ,.:::::..�.,·' " , 3  C.ll ,��� ·rnf.� c :l "Cl cf -:�,1-:8 ]j:['o FC� I ... "'19 

;." (j'11' :'S-;-, (v . :.'1, ) .  C f .  1 ,Tohn 3 : 14; Rom. 5 : 5 . 

C f .  vv .  2 ,  8.  The very fect ths.t He ,·rant to "ive, that 
it gives us j oy to "ive , is in 5 tself an evidence that 
He have life in Christ • 

.c_C!n.9J : Is this not quite a different picture from " hat He 
usuaJJ y get from the church today? Hhs.t blessings He 

miss because He do not lmovT the Viord of God as He should. It 
is only throur,h the Hard tho.t the Hark of God can be carried on 
according to the Hill of God. 

It may be that I am speaking to some "ho have never really faced 
the fact that this is a vital part of our relationsnip Hit,h t.he 
Lord . You have been mi s s jng a blessing. I am not. sayinr; that 
you should give to Central Bible Church . I am saying that. you 
need t.o gj.ve to the Lord--not because you have to, but. because 
this j s  the fruit of having given yourself to Him. 

lind may our giving never be ,·6th the idea that. He are buying the 
Lord off. Let. it. be j.n r"cognition that ,,11 thc.t He are and e.lJ. 
t.hat He possess is JUs . 

Perhaps there a r e  tho s e ,  too , who have even l e t  t h i s  b e  
a n  i s su e  wh ich h a s  s tood in the way of t h e i r  acc eptanc e o f  
Chr i s t .  Let me s a y  that you wi l l  not unders tand t h e  f e e l 
ing tha t Chr i s t ians have in g iving unt i l  you become a c h i l d  
o f  G o d  your s e l f .  Bu t right now you mus t  und e r s tand tha t 
the Lord d o e s  not s eek what you have ; HE SEEKS YOU . And 
He i s  not at a l l  concerned about what you c a n  g ive H i m ;  
He i s  c on c erned about a l l  tha t  H e  h a s  t o  g i v e  to you . C f .  
2 Cor . 8 : 9 .  



;' , ,'( , . 

� ,!T-:','<j.l n.nj) ('7 r.r;�(, ')I�'::�i,T \-.If, G rVT� 
:< Cor . 9 : 1-15 

Intro : Thj S ;)("",k, after brinp;inz t"o r>essap;es on the sub,j ect 
of cd vinp;, I received e cartoon in the rna; 1 .  The C8.r

t.oon sl-}oHed a minister Hith his ushers 1o1ho 1"ere ,just hrhlpinq; 
in th", offerinp;. There H8re only a feH coins on the plate . 
One of them is saying to the pastor , "You keep telling the 
con,",re�ation li§e i"" is , and the colJ"",-c.:tJon }!iJl lli'-.'1C.�..J: be JjJce 
it Ha� I "  

Let me explain for any 1o1ho mj ght b e  with us fgr the first time 
in thj.s series--I run preaching through the ?n1!pistle of PouJ. to 
the Corinthians , and in chapters 8 and 9 Paul is 'lI'i ting about 
giving . 

In particu1ar , he is talking about an offerinr; "hich 1·las being 
taken by several churches for the church in Jeroso.lem. The 
Corinthian church had not completed its offering because of 
troubles ",;thin the church , but nO'I, "ith many of the probleMS 
s olved, Paul is encourar;ing them to 'Cet back to their offering. 

I am sure that all of us have found Quite a different emphas is 
from the Apostle Paul from i-/hat is often made in the church of 
Jesus Christ today. 

He has not said anyt,hin,O: about tithing . He has not set any 
amount for them to give . Instead, he has emphas ized that they 
should give from their hearts--give be caus e they 1,rant to iCive . 
He has used exnressions Hhich go back to the OT sacrifices , 
and he has pven j.ndicated that it is pos sible to br ing offerinPF 
",1}ich the Lord IdJ.l not accept. Underlytne: the whole Da�sae:e 
is the fact. that. t.he Lord "ant.s His ,.",rk to be sl1YlOort.ed b" 
His D1m peop1e--not by the pe ople of the Horld . And He c ould 
P'O on and on. 

This mornine: in chapter 9 he spends the first five verees COl'l
DIet.in" 'Ihat he Has sayinr: in chapter [) about the offerjJJf'( for 
th8 Lord ' s  1)00nle 5.n Jerusalem. (Revie\ol them briefly. ) 

Be�innine: ;rj.th 9 :6 and going through the rest of the chapter 
he 1'lI'ites about the yesu1 ts of our o:j.vj.ne: . I hav8 entHled 
th8se verses , H'lAT C,OD GIVE'S UflEN W]; G IVE .  Here 1·le are to 
learn that , 1-Ihile \ole are not to (':j.ve because of the results , :Tet 
it is bJportant for us to realize that the� I{ill be l:�11JtS !  

J never ljJce to hear neople talk abo1lt "iving to the I,ord Ijke 
paying taxes to the r;overnment . Hor do I IjJce to hear them 
talk ",bout giving t o  the Lord IjJce they Hould about investing 
in the stock market .  Let us never put t.he Lord ' s  'Iork in this 
lir:ht . 1·[e are t.o r:j Ve beaanse H8 love the Lord, to ,n;ive be-



: -, _:1 r; 

C ·" ' l l S G  'P8 1.7f1J''''t, -r,O--n0t 1l0CLH'l.pn ue 0,1"8 try:Lnrl' to :"' 8'1:. SOJ-..-,pthj nr:o: 
from Him. BUT m� HANTS US TO KNOw THAT, IF l,lE GIVE, TJ·IERE �lILL 
HILL BE THINGS GIVEN FROH HIN IN RETURN. Hhen you a",d I s ee 
Hhat these gifts are, He ,,,ill r ealize ,,,hy Paul puts our g,iving 
along ujth other things relat.ed to the sniritual l ife i n 8 : 7 .  

1 .  (v. ' ) .  

He likens gj.vinr; to the farmer Hh o SO'{6 seed, and Paul uses 
tHo vrords to describe hOH Christ.ians can give to the Lord : 
" sparingly" or "bountifully . "  In one case you have a 
Christian ",ho gives just as li.ttle as he can. He holds 
back . The other gives perhaps more than he can really 
afford--"bounti fully . " It j s like the li t.tle 110Y'.n-tO reave 
his ",nthe lunch to tho Lor d .  (And , by t'1e Hay , t.his is 
the one mira.cle of our Lord Hhich is recorded :i.n all four 
Gospels-the only one ! )  Hhat did the Lord do Hi.th i t ?  
He fed 5 , 000 men plus v'Omen and children, and there Here 
t"lelve baskets f'JJJ left over ",hen everyone had eaten all 
t.hat. they ,,,ant.ed. 

S o  Paul is t.eachinr; us a trut.h--a truth Hhich is snnnorted 
by the Old Testament. , Hhich is s een in t.he mini.stry of 
t.he Lord, and "Ihich has been confirmed over end over a.gain 
i.n the lives of the people of God ri r;ht dmm to the present 
day. C:.-f. 'Vito". 1\'. "'4- . "� ·, 1 '1 ', 1 1 ", '\-"1.-'.� 

Many of you could t.ell h01-l the Lord has blessed you because 
of the "ray He has moved on your heart to give to Him. 
Sometil'les the blFlss ing has been material . S ometimes it 
has been throur;h the j oy of the Lord in your heart . S ome
times it he.s led to opportunities to minister to others-
),)oss ibly people have been led to the Lord . BUT, JI.DlAYS , 
THE BLESSINGS HAVE EXCEEDED OUR GIVING. J,ven if He have 
SOHn spar inr;ly , vie have reaDed lIlore t.han ,·re have 801m. 

But nO'1 let us J.ook at the f� specia� blessil}@ Vlhi.ch Paul 
mentions here Hhich resuJ.t Hhen 1>le give to the Lord because 
vie love Him and beca.use "Ie 1-ra.nt. to and because it is our desire 
to "lease Him. Re,nember , He may eive t.o people , to a church , 
to a mis si.onary, but i.t is alvlays t.o be as unto H im .  

A .  ' Ir:) E ' ,·rl-<�:_, :L1."r',�c c'� ' ," , ,"., "' - ,  � : :'\(L":' ,,:,, (�(; --. '�-,>!;1 : .� \r,:'. (f r,>(,(�. 
(-;y . j�/� . 

I,ook at this verse very carefuJ.ly . 
of the NT refiarding this suhject of 
in just one vers e .  

We are to a,ive as Vie Eefer to give . 

This j.s the teac b ip.,<; 
!,:i.ving-expressed 

This means , as 



� 18 ;1[:'Vr. vnlun-r,i-:IJ' 'i J.;r Ch0pen to n:-i VA , n" IJ�-i n.n: 01J.I' ("I ecj
sian as in the pre�ence of the Lord. 

1',[e are NOT to �j.ve if it hurts us (lI r,rudgindyll ) ,  mr 
are He to r,ive if 1·re fecI that He have to give ( l lof 
necessity" ) • 

The Lord ,,rants our gJ.v].ng to be " cheerful, 1I that is , 
HUh joy ,  referrinr, to one ,rh o is p:lad to give for 
that Hhich needs tn he dnne for the r,lor3' of God. 

BTlT REMEHBER THAT YOU ARE THE ONE HHO ]3 TO BE LED . 
YOU _ilRE T)fr� ONE TO DSCmE IF A CERTAIN IWRK ]3 TO BE 
SUPPORTED BY YOU. AND YOU HAVE A RESPONSrnILITY 'lD SEE 
THAT YOUR C,IFT IS GOING TO BE HANDLED AS IT SHOULD BE 
FOR THE GLORY OF GOD--acoordine: to 8 : 20, 21. 

You cannot ",ive to everythinr" and you need not r,ive 
to all ,.,ho seek ;Tour help. The I,ord must lead you and 
HE! lli?�a,�11,.r!�:'l Y2.'!': !:�f.i; E£g£}'di'JZ to that Hhioh you have , 
and not according to Hhat you do not haY§! (cf. 8:12 ) .  

Nany of the Lord I s people are bejnp: duped today by men 
and Harks uhich are not 1·rorthy of support . Be sure 
you knoH " hat you are Civinp: to, and that your f',ift is 
bejnf', used proDerly. But enough of that! 

Hhere is the blessing here? 

Look at the statement , liThe Lord J.oveth a ch eerful 
giver . "  

Does He not love an uncheerfu1? �iVer? lfnat 
mean? Cf. 2 Cor . 6 : 17 ,  18; John I/f : 21 , 23 . 

does this 

THF. LORD PRONISES THAT THOSE HHO GIVE AS DESCRIBED IN 
THE3E Tl'lO CHAPrERS HII.r, m;yrER INTO THE EXPERIENCE OF 
THE LOVE OF GOD 'mICH HILL BE UNKN01-D'T TO THo,sE �mo DO 
NOT GIVE . Therefore , giving is directly related to 
our sp;.rj +,ual bleSS ing and grovth !  If you are not 
giVing , and c;iving joyfully to the Lord as you are able, 
then there is going to be a very serious lack :tn your 
underAtandj.no: and experj Ance of tho love of God . 

J:1110 JX=;�'(l. u:� } J  e n o  -;-,(' :i t t,}j.:.dj =�c�.". ;-' ,·:"'"v-e II,:.JJ .. G" ��-:'::':Lc�,. ·-'l1C�" 
:iI, ,.1J. t;::�l1';8 . "  Cf. v .  8 .  Hhat a verse this is , but 
hOH st,range t o  fj,nd jt. here-AND YET HERE IT IS ! 

Not only does one uho r;ives to the Lord enter into a 
deeper eXDerj ence of the love of God , but he also 
enters jnto a deeper experj ence of the Q£,le� pf God! 



took 3."1-. +.h0 c.lJ I f' in �he V01'� e :  
. _ . _ .- -- - , _ . _ -

__ II all r,racell 
__ llalHaysll 
--"all sufficiency" 
__ II a) 1 thin"s 
--"e;",ry ( o�, aJJ.) ",oon Hork. "  

; 1 " '" • -j , .. j L) 

Because of the ene.blin", ,(race of God, you are promised 
here the.t you ",HI have such G. 'ofonderful provision from 
the Lord that vou Hill be indenendent of circumst.ances . 
You ,;:i.n have ;'rhat Bi8hop M�ul--;(;:ihose' -iii'; ', );':s- changed 
by this verse )  said ],Jas "snch a supply on the spot as 
t.o be �.ndependent. of externals" (p. 93 ) .  

Nolof let me be clear . God is not saying that. money Hill 
buy alJ. of t.his for you . But. keep it :Ln its proner 
place according to 8 :7. Giving bases upon such a 
foundation ',rnl bring this blessing Hhich is absolutely 
necessn_ry in everybody1 s  experience .  

Think Hhat God is able to do : Rom. 1, : 21; 11 : 23 ;  1/> : /,; 
Enh. 3 :20, 21; Phil. 3 : 21;  2 Tim. 1 : 12 ;  Reb . 2 : 1r:: ; 5 : 7; 
7:25;  11 :19; ,Tude 2/,. 

,/hat a promise ! 

C .  :·Ie \,dlJ C�!_Pf_�O IIt:.1rctl}-d1 us thc'-nh'3 '-::j.v�.J,\,; to ,Joc1rf-.. -fron 
t.;1e: li.vGS cf othn}:'s (\!\/ . J J-J3 ) • 

11 .  

You see, He "d.ll brinf' spjrHual blessing into the 
Uves of others . DON ' T  YOU HISR THAT AI.L lJ[F;N HOULD 
PRAISE THE LORD? Hould you not like t.o be one "'hom 
the Lord can use to bring praise to Himself from the 
hearts and lips of others? 

,/hat a privile r:e to have 2. nart. in 
ment o.nd diffi cult.ies into praise ! 
for us to lenoH hOH many tjJnes this 
it does happen! 

F':' ::;:',: J::' 9 Pc_n] 
-:-;'0 1 r"70 \ ,  .t 

tl.S (cf.  -',� . J./ ) .  
: " 01' -:'1,3 , 

ttU'ninr, discotU'age
It is iropos sible 

has happened, but 

::C;.::: -:. '.r on 
t'1(:lH CV(;2'!. t.O 

The body of Christ �s  bunt up, and dra1,m too;ether. 
li'lli �'li �ople do you ha� J2E£!Y.il'£ fo..!: vou? No one 
can do more for you than to pray. And Paul 1mni;s us 
to knoH that , Hhen He  give , ,Te are doing a 'TOrk "hich 
1·r:iJ l ee_use those to Hhom ·He r:ive to Ij.ft cnlI' names 
before the throne of grace in prayer . 



You CB.nnot emuuerate the blessins:;s of God, "hat He has ",:iven 
to us , H:it.llOut a refPl'ence to the r:reatest of all �ifts : 
"ThaILl{s be lmto God for His unspeakable .I'(ift"--the gift "'hich 
defies des cription, 1-1her8 Hords fail us . "It is hi",her than 
the mind can cop.cAiv8 ; h1 n:her than lane:uage can expressl1 
(Ba.rnes , p. 202 ) . 

Hhat j s this "unspeakahle pift" ?  It is CHRIST ! 

C f .  John 3 : 1h .  HOI, can He poss ibly ten othel's about HIH? 
Have :T0U ever felt like you have done justice to Him Hhen you 
have spoken of : 

--jUs Dej ty. 
--The miracle of His incarnation . 

--His death--can ,'au fathom it? 
--His amazinr: resurr8ction frOM the dead. 
--His ascension cmd preR ent !!linistry in heaven. 
--m s oar" :f'()r 11S , Hi s faithfulnes s ,  His pa.tience "dth 

us , etc . 
--m.s prol'lises , jUs 1,ford , esp. O'lr hope . 

" He \o1ho fDared not hj.s OHY' S on, but deli vered him up :POl' 11S 
all, hOH s11a11 he not Hith hiJTI. also fl'8ely rive us all thiup,s" 
(Rom. 8 : 32 ) .  

If you have Christ , God ' s  preatest ['ift, you have eternal 1 ife .  
IF YOU DO FOT HAVE c:ml.IS T ,  YOU REALLY HAVE lWTIDllG I 

(\)' , hOH "lOnderful it is to lena", Him! And anyone can lmoH Him 
s j�mply by recof(nizin" I,Tho He is , ldhat He Has doing ",hen He died 
and rose a"Hin, and that He Hill be 011r S avioJU' the moment 1</8 
turn in faith in }!jm, trustjnf( Him to save us from our sins-! 

It is thouf(h t.he Lord is sayinG to us t.his morning : 
" I  :cr,ave f'fy life for t,hee , I� :?rec:i oes blood I shed, 

'l'hnt tho\' mi['ht.est ransomAd be , And Clnichmed from the Ci.e8.d! 
I [C,ewe , I p:ave � lii'e for thee,  1tJhat. hp.st theu ."i ven for 

He?" 

,That. does He lIant? He ,·mnts you . 
Then He 1.J8.nts your life . 
Then He Hants all that you have . 

'.-That. Hj l l  he the results? He 1,ave seen na.rt of them this 
morninp:--h1ess ings that \018 "ill never be ahle to measuro ,  

bles sinrrc thE).t Hill fill our lives to overflo"'incc ,·6th t.he ,i oy 
and peace "Thich "''' all "/ant , but Hhich can only be fOlLnc1 in 
Christ! 



t. , . " I ,  
- --'- ,' . I I I ,  • •  

CflJ E \,·n;,:'\. T' ON S OF ell? i'·:'A l�FARE 
2 Cor . 1 0 : 1 - 6  

Intro :; T h i s  morning we c ome to the third major s ec t i on of 
2 C or inthians .  

The three ar e :  
1 )  A f ter a b r i e f  introdu c t i on Paul d i s c u s s e s  the m i n i s try 

in c h s .  1 - 7 .  
2 )  I n  c h s .  8 and 9 h e  talks about money - - th e i r  p a r t  i n  

t h e  o f f e r ing which wa s being tal<en for the b e l i evers 
in J erus a l em .  

3 )  F r om c h .  1 0  to the end o f  the e p i s t l e  he i s  d e f end ing 
h i s  apo s t l eship.  

He need to keep in mind that the author i ty 2.! Pau l ' s  epi s t lES 
r e s t s  � t h e  f a c t  � h e  � tru ly an apo s t l e .  S o  t h i s  i s  
not j u s t . matter a f f e � ting the Apo s t l e  Pau l ,  but I T  AFFECTS 
A GREAT SEGNENT OF THE NEH TESTAMENT AND THE VERY CHARACTER 
OF THE CHURCH ITSELF SINCE THE REVELATION OF THE CHURCH HAS 
G I VEN PRIMARILY THROUGH PAUL ! 

H e  ha d had to face th i s  prob l em in 1 C o r .  9 and a l s o  in 
Ga l .  1 ,  2 .  C f .  a l s o  1 Cor . 1 5 : 8 ,  9 .  

In b o t h  1 and 2 C orinthians Paul i d en t i f i e s  h im s e l f  a s  "an 
apos t l e  of J e su s  Chr i s t  by the w i l l  of God . "  H i s  r ight to 
s p eak as he d o e s  is d ependent upon h i s  r i g h t  to c a l l  h im s e l f  
� apo s t l e .  

The prob l em s t emmed from the f a c t  that h e  was not one o f  the 
original.  twe l v e .  

F r om t h e  way he wr i t e s  h e r e  in chapter 10  we c a n  s e e  s om e  o f  
the th ing s ,;qhich vlere b e ing s a i d  about him ,  s om e  o f  the 
a c c u s a t i on s  wh i c h  were b eing mad e .  Let u s  note c a r e fu l l y  
how h e  g e t s  into t h i s  subj e c t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  ver s e s  o f  
chapter 1 0 .  

1 .  THE 1WRDS OF THE APOSTLE ( in vv. 1 ,  2. ) .  U . \ ' -.."\ , 

T h i s  i s  the s ec ond and l a s t  time he mentions h im s e l f  by 
name in the epi s t l e .  C f .  1 : 1 .  Thi s  emph a s i z e s  the 
importan c e  o f  what h e  is about to s a y .  

T h e r e  i s  b o t h  a tendern e s s  and !! s o l emni ty in what he 
wr i t e s . 

lIe say s , " I  b e s e ec h , " in both ver s e s , but he u s e s  d i f f e t
ent wor d s  i n  the o r i g ina l .  The f i r s t  i s  s ta t e d  a s  a 
warn ing ; the s e c on d ,  a s  a p l e a - - a lmo s t  a s  a prayer , and 
p o s s i b l y  wi th the thought that he had been praying about 
i t .  



Then , a l t : ough they h a d  a c cu s e d  h im o f  b e ing " h o l cl l t  
"Th en a b s en t ,  and "ba s e "  ( l i k e  a s ervant - 1 P e t .  5 : 5 )  
when p r e s ent , h e  c laims for h im s e l f  "the m eekn e s s  and 
g en t l en e s s  of Chr i s t" : 

1 )  "Meekn e s s "  - that grac e  of G o d  wroug h t  in u s  by 
the S p i r i t  of God whi c h  a c c e p t s  G o d ' s  d e a l i n g s  
'Vlith us  a s  wha t ' _vTe need , ... vi thout d i sput ing or 
r e s i s t ing i t .  C f .  Davi d ' s  a t t i tu d e  toward Shimei 
in 2 Sam . l 6 : l l .  

2 )  "Gen t l ene s s "  - the per s on y,lho refus e s  to c l a im the 
full  l eg a l  rights  he ha s becau s e  h e  does not want 
to d o  s omething whi ch wou l d  injure another . 

Perhaps one reason h e  c ou l d  s peak o f  t h e s e  things wa s 
because he knew wha t  the Lord had done for h i m .  

T h i s  i s  what he h a d  written about back in 3 :1 8 .  W e  may 
to s p eak with s ever i ty ,  but we mu s t  a lway s  do so with 
" th e  m e ekne s s  and g en t l ene s s  o f  Chr i s t . "  C f . Ma t t .  1 1 :  
2 8 - 3 0 .  

I I .  TIlE VlALK O F  THE APOSTLE ( vv .  2 b , 3 ) .  

We are g o ing to b e  th inking a b o u t  h i s  war f a r e  in a 
momen t , but r i g h t  now i t  i s  important to n o t i c e  that h e  
speaks 2i h i s  walk before h e  speak s o f  h i s  war far e .  
"Harfare" i s  a term wh i c h  Pau l i s  u s ing t o  d e s c r i b e  the 
nature of h i s  m i n i s try , BUT HE WANT S  US T O  REALIZE THAT 
YOU NU ST KNOW HOlI TO \UI'LK BEFORE YOU CAN HAGE AN EFFEC 
T I  VE HARF ARE . 

Wha t cou l d  you say about h i s  wa lk , h i s  manner o f  l i ving� 

rl'TO th ing s :  
1 )  I t  "va s ! lin the f l e sh . "  How vle l l  '<1e kno" .. t h i s ! 

The f l e s h  w i th i t s  weaknes s e s , i t s  l im i ta t i ons , 
i t s  s i n .  How wond erful i t  wi l l  be when we are no 
l onger "in the f l e s h . "  C f .  Phi l .  1 :  2 4 .  

2 )  I t  was N OT "accord ing to the f l e s h " - -and n e i ther 
"'lou l d  the ... var fare be l 1 a c c ording to the f l e s h .  II 

We are not l im i t ed to our own r e s ourc e s .  '�E ARE 
INlJ\IELT BY THE HOLY S P I RIT OF GOD . C f .  the d i f fer 
enc e b e tt-leen "the i'lork s o f  the f l e s h "  and "the 
fru i t  of the S p i r i t "  in G a l .  5 : 1 9 - 2 3 .  

C f .  Z e c h .  4 : 6 ,  "Th i s  i s  the '-lOr d  o f  the Lord 
unto Zerubbabel , say ing , N o t  by m i g h t , nor by 
power , but by my S p ir i t ,  s a i th the L or d  of h o s t s . "  

C f .  "Our s u f f i c i ency i s o f  God" ( 2  C or .  3 : 5b ) .  " 

Do we know t h i s  great truth , or are we try ing to p l e a s e  
t h e  Lord and s erve the Lord wi th our l i m i t e d  r e s ourc e s . 
T o  d o  s o  i s  j u s t  a s  big a m i s tak e a s  to try t o  s ave our 
s e lves . 



Bu t now ,  wh a t  abou t - -

I I I .  THE \eJARFARE O F  TIlE A P O S T L E - - a n d  o f  every other c h i l d  o f  
God ( v v .  5 ,  6 ) .  

We wi l l  pa s s  over v .  4 for the momen t .  

Hha t  " a s the warfare that Pau l wa S engaged in?  

It  had to do w i th the way people think ! 
men are l ik e  great fortre s s es where men 
G o d  and from H i s  Word . 

The thought s  of 
take refuge f r om 

Paul wa s n o t  a weak , frigh tened c h i l d  o f  G o d , trying 
fran t i ca l l y  to hang on to h i s  f a i th .  NO ! H e  wa s a 
mighty s o l d i e r ,  s torm ing the fortr e s s e s  whi c h  had b een 
r a i s e d  agains t  G o d  by the r e a s on i ng s , the phi l o s ophies  

..) o f  men - - everything that raised i t s e l f  "ag a i n s t  the know
'0 "0 ,:,_" ledge of G od . "  C f .  2 Cor . 4 : 3- 7 .  

� , tJ'I-\ " '" , ....... *v !It'� -,, ''' ,;, Hhat wa s h i s  obj ec tive? N o t  o n l y  to knock the wa l l s  

fd"9 �<&fI.- down , but to capture the inhabi tants and to br ing them 
<." .F(c" f, "  t o  c omp l e t e  obedience t o  Chr i s t !  

", . ,t-l 
l:>(j ,'\ ' \''' . ,lI<" Pau l b e l i eved that J e s u s  Chr i s t  " a s LORD . 

'Y '  

B e f or e  we talk about h i s  "weapon s , T1 l e t  u s  note f r om 
what he ha s s a i d  in 1 C o r .  1 and 2 Cor . 4 that t h i s  
wa s g o ing to c orne abou t ,  n o t  b y  a p h i l o s o p h i c a l  approach 
to the G o s p e l ,  and not by trying to answer a l �f their 
prob l em s ,  B U T  BY T H E  S IMPL E , FAITHFU L ,  A N D  POWERFUL 
PREACHING OF THE G O S P E L  OF J E S U S  CHRIST-.-

Oh , that we b e l i eved this  the way the Apo s t l e  Pau l d i d t 

But , you say , s o  o ften when the G o s p e l  o f  Chr i s t  i s  preached 
it s eem s power l es s .  Why? I t  i s  b ecau s e  we have n o t  paid 
a t t en t i on to--

I V .  T H E  WEAPON S O F  T H E  APOSTLE ( v .  4 ) .  

H e  d o e s  not d e s c r i b e  them h er e .  I am g o ing to a s k  you 
to turn to another p a s s a g e  t h i s  morning to s e e  what the 
weapons a r e .  But, before \·re do that , let � n o t i c e  vTha t  
h e  D O E S  � h er e .  

There 
1 J  

are thr ee thing s : one nega tive ; two p o s i t iv e .  
T h e  negat ive : They are "not carna l . "  That i s  
the \'1eapons do n o t  c orne from you a n d  m e .  Our 
training , our exper i enc e ,  our knowl edg e ,  our z e a l  
- -a l l  have t h e i r  p l a c e .  BUT THE S E  ARE N OT ENOUGH 

I F  T H I S  I S  ALL WE HAVE ! 



2 )  Th� 
a )  

b )  

p o s i t i. v e : 
The true weapons are 1 1mighty through God , I I  

i . e . , m ighty to l1im , tha t whi c h  He recogn i z e s  
a n d  that "hi c h  H e  " i l l u s e .  T h i s  i s  very im-, 
portant to know because we o ften u s e  that 
't'lh ich s e ems to be mighty � � , but i t  d o e s  
n o t  have t h e  b l e s s ing of G o d .  C f .  I s a .  5 5 .  
8 ,  9 .  
The true "eapons "'i l l  d emol i sh the " s trong
h o l d s . "  This is "ha t "e «an t - - that wh ich can 
expose the emp t i n e s s  o f  man ' s  i d e a s  and br ing 
c onvi c t i on to a h ea r t  b l inded by s in ! 

YET , HOW OFTEN THE GOSPEL I S  P REACHED , AND MEN TURN 
AHAY APPARENTLY UNTOUCHED ! I-Ihy 7  

P l e a s e  turn to E ph .  6 : 1 0 - Z 0 .  

Hhat d o  w e  have here7  Two thing s :  the Hard o f  G o d , 
and prayer- -our armor and our .. veapon s .  

Whi c h  c om e s  f i r s t ?  

T h e  Hord does . 

j!hllt does  lie say a bou t i t ?  H e  says that .::r£ mus t  .E'!:.! i t  
on ! T h i s  i s  r ea l ly the m o s t  important thing that i s  
s a i d  about the s e  ver s e s . There mus t  b e  the pra c t i c a l  
a p p l i c a t i on o f  the Hard of G o d  t o  our l ive s .  H e  mu s t  
n o t  only know i t ;  HE HUST LIVE IT ! T h i s  i s  why Paul 
spoke about his  wa lk before h e  s poke about his  warfar e .  

Then what f o l l o« s 7. 

"Fraying 
Spi r i t . 
g e l i s t i c  

a l",ay s  w i th a l l  prayer a n d  supp l i c a t i on i n  the 
• •  (and on down through v. 20 wi th i t s  evan
empha s i s ) . ) 1-1'"-..\1:. &os.(:'e-\..... MIJ'../ e.� � \-'('t\ !'::>\-ow j:I. \JJ) -{I f"\ I P  

�P..<:"� \.:>-\\1:;..1\) -ri-'\b" SA> �'\''b fl. cL6.  tJ M f>,-r -{�E.\ fL, 
R\U\'1E.�� � .. M! .... \-" flrtJP ��"'f� .f>tN.,D \.....qt-:l G- "  \�\}Nj)�1 \( 1). 

C onc l :  How i s  the bat t l e  g oing with you? Are you trying to 
hang on for dear l i f e ,  or are you throwing d own the 

c i t a d e l s  o f  unb e l i e f ?  Hhat shape are your weapons in , or 
are you trying to f ig h t  "accord ing to the f l e s h " ?  

Oh , that the Lord wou l d  be a b l e  t o  impr e s s  u s  with the 
impor tanc e ,  y e s , the a b s o lu t e  n e c e s s i t y  of g iving our s e lv e s  
to t h e  Word of G o d  a n d  to prayer I F  w e  expe c t  to s e e  Him 
gaining the vic tory in the l i v e s  o f  H i s  p e o p l e  and in winn
ing the people o f  the wor l d  to f a i th in the Lord J es u s  
Chri s t .  TH I S  I S  !II S HAY , AND"TIIERE I S  N O  OTHER HAY l Let u s  
b e l i eve i t ,  a c t  o n  i t t  and s e e  t h e  b l e s s ing o f  G o d ! 



) / "; / 1 \ ) " . , . 

T i l E  U ;  I T A T I ON S cr A LH.ITLE S S  tlH. I STRY 
2 Cor . 1 0 : 7 - 1 8  

Intra : I n  t h e  book o f  Hebr ews , chapter 5 ,  ver s es 1 and 5 ,  
we read the s e  word s :  

"For every high p r i e s t  taken from among men 
is ordained f or men in th ing s perta in ing t o  
God , that h e  may o f f e r  both g i f t s  a n d  s a c r i 
f i c e s  f or s ins • • • A n d  n o  man taketh t h i s  
honor u n t o  hims e l f , b u t  h e  that i s  c a l l e d  o f  
God , a s  wa s Aaron . 1 I 

Therefore He can s e e  in t h e s e  ver s e s  the l im i t a t ions ,.,h ich 
God placed upon the prie s t ly min i s try of the OT : 

- -Hen d i d  not choo s e  the p r i e s thood ; they were "ca l l e d  
o f  G od ." 

- -They d i d  not d e t ermine their own min i s tr y ; God t o l d  
them wha t  they 't'ler e  to d o ,  �lhen , and why !  

They were
-DrCi"a ined .!?1. G o d  and c'3"'i'"ied .!?1. God . N O  ONE E L S E  

HAD TlIE RIGHT TO HIN I STER AS A P RI E S T .  

I n  N eh .  7 : 6 3 - 6 5  we find tha t ,  a t  t h e  t ime o f  t h e  third r e 
turn o f  exi l e s  to J er u s a l em ,  there were s ome w h o  were 
s erving as p r i e s t s  whos e  g enea l o g i c a l  d e s c en t  from Aaron 
could not be e s t ab l i s h e d . Therefor e ,  they wer e " pu t  from 
the p r i e s thood . "  

Dur ing our Lord ' s  m i n i s try here on earth , the m o s t  s c a thing 
word s  of denun c i a t ion he s pok e were directed a t  the men who 
were c on s i d ered the s p i r i tu a l  l e a d ers of the peop l e .  But 
l i s t en to c ome o f  the things the Lord s a i d  t o  them : 

1 )  "Ye shut up the k ingdom o f  heaven aga i n s t  men ; f or 
ye n e i ther g o  in your s l ev e s ,  n e i ther perm i t  them that 
are e n t e r i n g  to g o  in" (Ha t t .  2 3 :  1 3 ) .  

2 )  I IYe  compa. s s  s ea and land t o  make one p r o s e l yt e ,  and 
when he i s  mad e ,  ye make h i m  two f o l d  mor e the c h i l d  
of h e l l  then your s e lv e s " ( Ha t t .  2 3 :  1 5 ) .  

3 )  "Ye a r e  l ik e  ,,,h i ted sepulcher s ,  wh ich indeed appear 
b eau t i f u l  outwa r d , bu t are w i thin full o f  dead men l s  
b one s ,  and o f  a l. l  unc l eanne s s .  Even s o  y e  a l s o  out
war d l y  a pp ear r ighteous unto men , but wi thin ye a r e  
f u l l  of hypoc r i s y  a n d  i n i qu i ty "  ( H a t t .  2 3 : 2 7 ,  2 8 ) .  

AND YET THE SE ARE THE VERY HEN HIlO HERE TRYING TO EXCLUDE 
OUR LORD , AND TIlEY HERE AL\!AY S TELLING HIH \IlIAT HE SHOULD 
OR SHOU LD NOT DO ! 

I t  h a s  a lways been true tha t ,  when men have g o t ten away 
from the Word of G o d , their ideas  about the work of God 
ha ve g o t t en comp l e t e l y  d i s torted . 

G od ' s  work in the wor l d  i s  l im i t l e s s .  I t  i s  l im i t l e s s  a s  
t o  time ; i t  i s  l im i t l e s s  a s  t o  peop l e ;  i t  i s  l im i t l e s s  a s  



t o  what God i s  a b l e  to d o .  C f .  �iArk 16 : 1 5 ;  Ea t t .  1 9 : 2 6 ,  
"with God a l ]  t h ings a r e  pos s i b l e . "  

BUT ,  a t  the Same t ime , GOD HAS E STABLISHED LIMITATIONS AS 
TO HHO HILL SERVE HUI ,  HOW THEY SHALL SERVE HIN,  AND AS TO 
HHAT THE PART ICULAR NATURE OF THE I R  HINI STRY SHOULD BE . 

Let u s  l ook t h i s  morning a t  the l im i t a t i on s  whic h  God had 
placed upon the Apo s t l e  Pau l .  There a r e  two things which 
we need to note : 

1 ) H e  was c a l l e d  b y  God a s  "the apos t l e  o f  the Gen t i l e s!' 
C f .  Rom . 1 1 : 1 3 ,  "For I s p eak to you G en t i l e s , ina s 
much a s  I am t h e  apos t l e  o f  the G en t i l e s , I magn i f y  
m y  o f f i c e .  I I  

2 )  In Rom . 15 we have the o ther par t .  He wr i t e s  of 
"the g r a c e  that is g iven to me o f  God , That I shou l d  
b e  t h e  m i n i s ter o f  J e su s Chr i s t  to t h e  Gen t i l e s , "  
and then a f ew ver s e s  l a t er he wr i t e s  thi s :  "Yea , 
s o  have I s tr ived to preach the Gosp e l ,  n o t  wher e 
C hr i s t  wa s named , l e s t  I should b u i l d  upon another 
man ' s  founda t ion" ( Rom . 1 5 : l 5 b ,  1 6 . , 20) . 

I can t e l l  you now tha t ,  i f  you t r i e d  to c a l l  the Apo s t l e  
Pau l t o  be the pa s tor o f  t h i s  chur c h ,  h e  wou l d  turn i t  
down . Hhy ?  Becau s e  h e  wa s c a l l e d  o f  God t o  d o  som ething 
e l s e - -name l y ,  preach ing t o  peop l e  who had never heard of 
Chr i s t ,  s e e ing them e s tab l i sh e d  in the f a i th , and then 
moving on to do the s ame thing over aga i n .  

G o d  d o e s  not c a l l  a l l  of H i s  s ervant s  w i t h  the s e  l im i t a t i oR 
BUT THI S HAS HI S \JILL FOR PAUL! --- ---- --- ----
He n e e d  to und er s tand t h i s  i f  we a r e  to under s tand the 
pa s sage b e f or e  us this morning . TilE H I N I STRY IS LHllTLE S S ,  
BUT THERE ARE LUIITATIONS GOD PLACE S  ON EACH HAN ' S  NIN I S
TRY . 

Look ing a t  t h i s  in more o f  a g eneral way s o  that we can 
a l l  pro f i t  from this pa s s a g e ,  "ha t  a r e  s ome o f  t he l im i t a 
t i ons which God h a s  p la c ed upon H i s  work - - l im i t a t ions 
wh i c h  are in e f f e c t  t oday?  

I .  THERE ARE LI1''lIT.'1.TIONS AS TO \..lilO Cll.N S ERVE THE LORD . 

In v .  7 Paul makes i t  very c l ear that any p er s on who 
i s  to s erve the Lord mus t  be "Chr i s t l s . 1 I T h i s  means 
h e  must be a c h i l d  o f  God , he must b e  saved , he must 
be a p e r s on J;'1ho has received the Lord Jesus Chr i s t  a s  
h i s  Savior ! 

A f ew year s ago I m e t  a young m i n i s t er o f  a 
c e r t a in d enomina t i on who had q u i t  a $ 2 0 , 000 a 



y e a r  j ob t o  g o  i n t o  t h e  m in i s try . H e  t o l d  m e  110W }le 
had l ooked forward to r, o ing to their S eminary , a s  he 
put i t ,  t o  be with men who talked a l l  o f  the t im e  about 
J e s u s . When he got ther e ,  he told me , to his d i smay 
he found that the men not only d i d  not ta lk about 
J e s u s ; he c o u l d  not f ind even one who c l a im e d  to know 
him as Savior ! Today I suppo s e  tha t m o s t  o f  the s e  men 
a r e  pas tor ing c hurches in the ir par ticular d enomina
t i o n .  

This  i s  a truth which h a s  b een pra c t i c a l l y  e l imina t e d  
from many o f  our church e s .  BUT I T  STANDS F O RE V E R  I N  
THE HORD OF G O D  A S  O N E  OF THE LIMITATIONS HH I CH GOD 
HA S PLACED ON !l I S  HORK . I F  YOU ARE NOT C HR I ST ' S ,  YOU 
CANNOT S E RVE HIM ! 

A s e c ond l im i t a t i on : 

I I .  THERE I S  A L I M I TAT I ON A S  TO 1,-n"IAT HE PREACH .  

Look a t  v .  1 4  and then a t  v .  1 6 ,  and not i c e  ,·,ha t  he 
s p eak s about d o ing in v .  1 5 .  

There a r e  thou s an d s  o f  churches  in Amer i c a  today ; how 
many of them are prea ch ing the G o s p e l  of J e s u s  Chr i s t  
l ik e  Paul preached i t ?  

There are m i l l i o n s  o f  church member s i n  Amer ica today ; 
how many o f  them d o  you s u p p o s e  have tru s t e d  Chr i s t  a s  
Savior AND ARE ABLE TO T E L L  SO�lEmlE E L S E  HOI, T O  BE 
SAVE D .  

I am s u r e  that i f  you were t o  v i s i t  the P r o t e s tant 
church e s , s o -c a l l ed , i n  Amer i c a  today , you wou l d  l i t e r 
a l ly hear every th in g  u n d e r  the sun. BUT , ACCORDING TO 

THE \-lORD OF GOD , THERE ARE L I M I TAT I ON S  ON HIIAT HE ARE 

T O  PREACH . He are l imited to the Hard of God ! 
-- --- -- --- ---- -- ---

Thank God there a r e  hun d r e d s  o f  p a s t o r s  who s tand for 
the truth , and hundreds o f  churches tha t a r e  d e d i c a t ed 
to the m i n i s try o f  the Wor d , but by c omp ar i s on with 
the tota l numbers who c l a im to b e  Chri s t ian , our ran k s  
a r e  p i t i fu l l y  sma l l .  I t  has a lway s  b een s o .  

A long with th i s , the Apo s t l e  p o i n t s  out another l im i t a t i on 

I I I .  T H E RE ARE LUlITi\ T I O N S  T O  THE F E L LOl-ISHIP HE CAN HAVE . 

Paul wa s not only rendy to preach the G o s p e l  t o  the 
,;ar I d ;  Pi\UL \<A S READY TO STAND FOR TIlE G O S P E L  I N  THE 
CHURCH . 

Hho i s  he t a l k ing about when he say s ,  "any man " in v .  
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7 ,  and \·:hen he s a y s , l 1 S .:1 Y  theY , l l in v .  1 0 ,  ,J n c1 I i s u c h  an 
on e ,  I T  in Y .  1 1 .  Hho is h e  t a l k ing a b o u t '! E v i d en t l y  
they c la imed t o  b e  "Chri s t ' s "  ( v .  n ,  but t h i s  s e ems t o  
mean v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  t h e  Apo s t l e  P a u l  when y o u  a r e  ta l k 
i n g  a b o u t  t h e  m i n i s try o f  t h e  G o s p e l .  

THEY HERE TRYING T O  INTRODUCE INTO THE G O SP E L , INTO THE 
H I N I STRY , INTO THE CHURCH , THINGS WHICH HERE F O R E I G N  TO 
THE HORD OF G O D - -AND THE A P O S T L E  liAS READY TO EXE R C I S E  

--- --- --- --

H I S  FULL APOSTOLIC AUTHORTTY T O  S E E  Tl�T THEY D I D  N OT ! 

H e  n o t  on l y  p r e a c h e d  the G o s p e l ; he s t o o d  r ea d y  t o  
d o  a s  J u d e  wro t e :  " ea rn e s t l y  c on t en d  f o r  the f a i th 
wh O ch wa s once ( f or a l l )  d e l ivered unto t h e  s a in t s "  
( J u d e  3 ) .  SOHETHlE S YOU IHLL F IN D  THAT THERE I S  HORE 
TROUBLE llITH T H I S I N S I DE THE CHURCH THAN THERE I S  OUT
S I D E  r 

P e o p l e  a r e  s ay i ng t oday t h a t  the Church ha s t o  change 
t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  in t h i s  g en er a t i on . 
I \\d_ l l  s a y  s o  t o o - -but n o t  t h e  way they a r e  s a y ing i t .  
THE CHURCH N E E D S  TO CHANGE BACK TO THE flE S SAGE IT HAS 
F O R SAKEN - -A G O S P E L  OF A SAVI O R  HlIO D I E D  TO SAVE HEN 
F ROM THE I R  S I N ! 

Bu t l e t  me g o  on t o  my l a s t  p o i n t . B e c au s e  a l l  o f  t h e s e  
th ing s a r e  t ru e ,  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h er l im i t a t i on . 

I V .  THERE A RE LU!ITAT lOl\S n; Ti11 S T !U: I STRY A S  TO HHO liE ARE 
T O  P L EA S E . 

C f .  v v .  1 2 ,  1 7 , 1 8 .  

S e.\-t - (' .(;'YI .... '\"(\ Q..-'V'.d<.\....f, 0 \"- a\ -y." C s.r <.\.\ wi..\, "I S 
YQ.">� S  0,,,\ V\v...:<ff\'3.-V\ S-l'.i\.Y\t\a\f ol s"  :<\..'f\c,\ �O YY'\ 

�s..'('"'''::.() ''(''\s. W·\..fr.. okne '(s. -rh'\ S i. e;.  D\J...k'l 
The s ervant of the Lord o f t en run s i n t o  t h i s  d i l emma : 
TlIERE ARE SOME THINGS THAT ARE PLEAS ING TO THE LORD 
HIIICl! ARE N OT PLEASING TO HEN ,  AND THERE ARE S 0l1E 
THING S WHICH ARE PLEA S I N G  T O  MEN WHICll ARE N OT PLEASING 
TO THE LORD . l.!l s u c h  c a s e s , ,.ha t  do .!!.!:. c h o o s e ?  

F or tuna t e ly t h e r e  a r e  t i m e s  when w e  can p l ea s e  t h e  Lord 
a n d  men , too . Bu t when t h e r e  i s  the c on f l i c t ,  i f  we 
know our c a l l ing , we have no c h o i c e  but to obey the 
L o r d .  V. 1 7  was u s ed f i r s t  i n  1 C o r .  1 : 3 1 ;  it c om e s  
o r i g i na l l y f r om J e r .  9 : 2 3 ,  2 4 .  T o  g l or y  i n  t h e  Lord 
means to r e j o i c e  b e c au s e  you know t h a t  you a r e  d o ing 
the th ing wh i c h  p l e a s e s  H i m - - i n s t e a d  of g l or y i n g  i n  
t h e  t h ing s o f  men ! 

Remember 2 Cor .. 5 : 9 . C-A\-- , \ ', \ 0 ,  

Conc l :  A l i mi t l e s s  m in i s tr y - -w i t h  l im i t a t i on s .  I t  i s  o n l y  



o n 1 y  a s  \'.'Q o b s erve: t h e  l il:l i t n t i o n s  t h a t  we vii l l  s e e  t h e  

l im i t l e s s n e s s  o f  wha t  God wi l l  d o  in our day . May the Lord 
g ive u s  the c ourag e t o  s tand by the l im i t a t i on s  in t h e s e  
days when many o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  God are a c t ing a s  though 
there \<lere non e .  

I t  may not b e  popu lar , and we may b e  outnumbered , but there 
i s  no doubt from the Hard o f  God tha t this  is  the way to 
see the b l e s s ing o f  God . 

\,.'hen the Baby l onians took Judah into c a p t iv i ty , c er t a i n  
young men were s e l e c t e d  f o r  � e c i a l  training by the k ing . 
T h e s e  young men were in a for e ign land , among worshippers 
o f  h ea then g od s ,  and they were to b e  taught " th e  l earning 
and the tongue o f  the Cha l d eans "  ( Da n .  1 : 4b ) .  Bu t there 
were r i s k s  involved c onc erning their r e la t ionship to God . 
On e day the decree wen t ou t that 'YThoever \'lou l d  not b ow' 
do�vn and wors h ip the ima g e  of N ebuchadnezzar "lou l d  b e  burn
e d  a l ive in a f i ery furna c e .  You r emember the s tand tha t 
Shadrach , Meshac h ,  and Abednego took : 

"0 Nebuchadnezzar , ,-;e a r e  not careful  to answer thee in 
this  matter . I f  i t  be s o ,  our God , whom we s erve i s  
a b l e  t o  d e l iver u s  from the burn ing f i ery furna c e ,  and 
h e  wi l l  d e l iver us out of t h i. n e  hand , 0 k ing . Bu t i f  
not , b e  i t  known unto the e , 0 l< ing , that vIe lJli l l  not 
s erve thy god s ,  nor wor ship the go lden image wh i c h  thou 
ha s t  s e t  up" ( Dan . 3 : 1 6 b - 1 8 ) .  

Wha t happene d '! 

I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  God spared them ( a l though i t  i s  not a lway s  
s o ) .  Then l i s ten t o  what N ebuchadnezzar sai d :  

" B l e s s ed b e  the God of S ha drach , Mesha c h , and Abedneg o ,  
who hath s en t  h i s  ang e l  and d e l ivered h i s  s erva n t s  who 
trtl R t e d  in him,  and ha th chang e d  the king ' s  wor d , and 
y i e l ded their b od i e s , that they might not s erve nor 
wor s h i p  any god , except their own God . Ther e f or e ,  I 
make a d e c r e e ,  tha t every peop l e ,  n a t i on , and langua g e ,  
who s p eak anything ami s s  a g a i n s t  the God o f  Shadrach ,  
Mesha c h , and Abedn eg o ,  s ha l l  b e  cut in p i ec e s , and t h e i r  
hou s e s  s ha l l  b e  m a d e  a dungh i l l ,  becau s e  there i s  n o  
o ther G o d  that c an d e l iver a f t er t h i s  s o r t .  
"Than t h e  k ing proTooted Shadrach , l1e s ha c h ,  and Abednego 
in the provinc e o f  Baby l on "  ( Dan . 3 : 28 - 3 0 ) .  

Nay the Lord g ive u s  young men , o l d e r  men , young wom e n ,  
and o l d er women who wi l l  tru s t  the Lord i n  our d a y  l ike 
t h e s e  young men did in their day ! 



T U E  lTOLLY OF <\ �: r._'\ LeU S /::.P(;STj,E 
2 C o r .  1 1 : 1 - 1 5  

I n tr o :  My subj e c t  t h i s  morning i s  r a ther s t a r t l ing ! The 
f o l l y  o f  � j ea l ou s  Apos t l e !  

Perhaps y ou might f e e l  that t h i s  i s  a g r o s s  m i s r epresent�
t i on o f  the Apos t l e  Pau l ,  but I wan t  you t o  n o t i c e  that 
Pau l u s e s  both o f  t h e s e  words in vv. 1 ,  2 ,  and appl i e s  them 
t o  h i m s e l f !  

Wha t  wa s h i s  " fo l 1 y l l ?  He u s e s  t h e  same '>lord a g a in in vv . 
1 7 ,  2 1 .  A r ea d ing o f  the chapter wi l l  i n d i c a t e  he c on
s i d e r e d  his b o a s t ing about his a p o s t leship as f o l l y .  

T h i s  i s  qui te out o f  1< eep ing with " ha t  h e  h a d  wr i t t en in 
1 Corinthians about the f a c t  tha t he was an a p o s t l e .  Do 
you remember 1 Cor . 1 5 : 9? 

"For I am the l ea s t  o f  the apos t l e s , that am n o t  m e e t  
( or f i t )  to b e  c a l l e d  a n  apos t l e ,  b e c a u s e  I persecuted 
the church of God . "  

Why d o e s  he b o a s t  now? 

Becau s e  he ",,'as j ea l ou s .  

Bu t ,  then we may a s k ,  Why wa s he j ea lou s ?  Was h e  j ea lou s 
o f  P e t er and Apo l lo s ?  N o .  Wa s he j ea l ou s  o f  t h e  fa l s e  
t ea cher s ?  Was Pau l t h e  kind o f  a p ers on who h a d  t o  b e  the 
c en t er o f  every thing ? N O !  

lihy , ther, was h e  j e a l ou s ?_ H E  HAS JEALOUS F O R  THE S P I RITUAL 
B L E S S I N G  AND S P I RITUAL GROWTH O F  THE CORINTHIAN B E L I E VE R S .  

W e  h a v e  a lready s e en i n  our C or in th ian s tu d i e s  that there 
i s  a g r amma t i c a l  c onne c t i on b etween th e "lor d s  j ea lous and 
z e a l ous I Paul wa s z e a l ous to s e e  them exp er i e n c e  a l l  that 
they had in Chr i s t  and j ea l ous l e s t  anything rob them o f  
any b l e s s ing tha t w a s  theirs in Chr i s t !  

S i n c e  h e  'ila S the one ,-,ho had c ome t o  them w i t h  the Gospel , 
and s in c e  i t  wa s through him tha t they had c om e  t o  kno'\'T 
the Lord J esus  Chr i s t  a s  Savior , the a t ta c k s  wh i c h  f a l s e  
t eachers wer e malt ing upon h im wer e a l s o  a t ta c k s  u p on t h e  
m e s s a g e  h e  preached and the Lord h e  s erved--and s o  Pau l had 
t o  s peak out in d e f en s e  of his  a p o s t l e s h i p .  

He ,.,an t ed t o  b e  a b l e  t o  " p r e s e n t "  them , p o s s i b l y  a t  the 
c oming o f  the Lord , " a s  a cha s te ( pure ) virgin t o  Chri s t . 11 

L e t  u s  n o t i c e  how t h i s  j ea l ou s  Apo s t l e  exerc i s e s  h i s  s o 
c a l l e d  f o l l y .  
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[ i E  G C' E S  RI GHT TO THE SOURC E .  C f .  vv .. 3 ,  1 3 - 1 5 . 

Who i s  r e s p on s i b l e  for a l l  f a l s e  teaching? Satan i s .  
But i t  i s  h i s  pol i c y  to work behind the s c en e s  and t o  
create an a tm o s phere and to p r e s en t  teachings that s eem 
to be ind i s putab l e .  

N o t e  how Pau l  vou c h e s  for the h i s t o r i c a l  a c curacy o f  
G ene s i s  3 .  

There Sa tan u s ed a s erpen t .  The s erpent wa s wi s e ,  and 
i t  wa s beau t i fu l .  And it appeared in the ca�c i ty of a 
teacher . And from that day unt i l  this  S a tan ' s  appeal 
has b een to the minds o f  men.  

N o t e  wha t  Paul s ay s : "So your minds shou l d  be c orrupt
ed from the s imp l i c i ty that is in Chri s t . "  

C f .  2 C or . 4 : 3 ,  Lf . "The g o d  o f  this  wor l d  hath b l inded 
the minds  of  them who b e l i eve not . "  

BUT SATAN DOE S N OT LEAVE U S  ALONE AFTER 1m ARE SAVE D .  
H e  s t i l l  b y  h i s  teachings make s  a s sau l t s  on our mind s .  

minds 
What is  the answer ? The MRXXXX of the p e o p l e  of God 
mus t  be f i l l e d  with the Word o f  God.  They need teach
ing . The Apo s t l e s  wer e t each er s .  P a s t o r s  a r e  to b e  
teacher s .  The r ea s on the Church i s  prey today to f a l s e  
teachers i s  becau s e  the Church has n o t  been tau g h t .  

But � �1ay that Satan s eek s to d i s c r e d i t  the teach ing 
i s  E.r d i s c r e d i t ing the t eacher . And t h i s  i s  why Paul 
wa s f or c e d  to s p eak u p  in h i s  own d e f en s e  as an Apo s t l e  
o f  the Lord J e s u s  Chr i s t .  

The grea t e s t  n e e d  i n  the church today i s  f or a teaching 
m i n i s tr y . N othing wi l l  s tand if the peop l e  o f  God do 
not know the Word of God . 

I I .  PAUL I S  HILLHIG TO LAY H I S  TEACHING or, THE L IN E .  C f .  
vv. 4 - 5 .  

H e  s in g l e s  ou t three a r e a s  o f  truth , the three which 
were at the heart o f  his teaching , and dares to s a y , 
t llf  the fa l s e  teachers  a r e  g i ving you another J e su s ,  
o r  another Spir i t  ( shou l d  b e  cap i ta l i z ed } ,  or another 
G o spe l ,  THEN YOU HAD BETTER LI STEN TO THEM ! 

Wa s t h i s  not a dar ing , p o s s ihl .y a dangerous,  thing for 
the Apo s t l e  Paul to say? 



C o r  .. -; 1 : ] - -: ') ( 3 )  

� b s o l u t e l y  not !  I f  t h e s e  B r e a t  truths c a n n o t  b e  ex
posed t o  the c r i t ic s ,  then p erhaps we need t o  d i s card 
them . 

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  l e t  m e  a s k  you thi ee q u e s t i on s � 
1 )  Hha t d o  you kno1,r a bOll t Vl�'Re Bib 1 e teaches  c on c ern

ing " J e s u s . " ? 
2 )  Wha t  d o  you know about the S c r i p t u r a l  t eaching 

c onc erning the Holy S p i r i t ?  
3 )  Wha t  d o  you know about t h e  G o s p e l  o f  Chr i s t ?  

( B r i e f ly r ev i ew each one . ) 

Now,  on beha l f  o f  the Apo s t l e  Pau l ,  c o u l d  I a sk you , 
the next time s om eone p r e s e n t s  s ome doctrine to you , 
wi l l  you a s k ,  \,!ha t do � t each abou t J e s u s ?  I f  they 
g ive you an answer , w i l l  you then take it t o  the Word 
o f  God and exam ine what they t each in the l ight of wha t  
the Word t ea ch e s 7  -- ---
I f  they s a y ,  "Nothing.  We d o  n o t  t ea c h  anything a b ou t  
J e su s , 1I then wi l l  you a s k ,  I Ih1ha t  d o  you have t o  take 
H i s  p l a c e ?  Do you have S omeone b e t t e r ?  Do you have 
S omeone 1"ho can do more f or me than lIe can? I I 

And then wi l l  you a s k  the same que s t ions about t h e  Holy 
Spirit?  And then about the G o s p e l ?  

Pau l wou l d  s tand r i g h t  up with t h e  Corinthian p h i l o 
s o p h e r s  a n d  with the fa l s e  t eachers of h i s  d a y  and 
b o l d l y  a sk them , "Do you have s omething b e t t er ? "  

C f .  Rom . 1 : 1 6 ;  2 T i m .  1 : 8 - 14 . 

LET EE A S K  MJY OF YOU l1HO HAY BE HERE TlII S HORNING 

S E EK I N G - - llAVE YOU E VE R  HEARD ANYTHING TllAT HILL SURPA S S  

WHAT YOU HILL F I N D  I N  TlIE B I BL E , WHAT YOU W I L L  F IN D IN 
CHRI S T ,  ANYTHING THAT HILL COHPAllE HITlI THI S  SALVATION'! 

I f  you a r e  l ooking , you can f ind ' thi s  morning that 
which w i l l  s a t i s f y  the g r e a t e s t  n e e d s  you w i l l  ever 
have- -and we are not a shamed to t e l l  others  t h i s  good 
nelds ! 

But , there i s  one f i n a l  wor d .  

I I I .  PAUL D E F EN D S  H I S  PRACT I C E  CONC ERN ING THE SU P P LY O F  H I S 
Ol-IN PERSONAL N E E D S .  C f . vv. 7 - 1 2 .  

We have had three Sundays r e c en t l y  when w e  cons idered 
2 C o r . 8 ,  9 where Pau l s peak s o f  money . He has s ought 
to show them the b l e s s ing s that c ome through g iving , 
and how the Lord m e e t s  the n e e d s  o f  H i s  work . 
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�' . OYI h e  b r i n g s  t h i. s  u p  a g a i n  rt n d  h e  wa n t s  t o  S ho\'1 t h 2 t  
there a r e  t i m e s  when you do not even ta J.k to b e l i evers 
about mon e y .  PAUL HAD NOT TAKEN ANY SUPPORT FROM THE 
CORINTHIAN CHURCH BECAU S E  H E  DID NOT HANT ANYONE TO BE 
ABLE TO SAY THAT HE H A S  IN THE �II N I STRY FOR IIHAT HE 
COULD GET OUT OF IT ! 

Bu t what had happen ed? The " f a l s e  apo s t l e s , "  who \·rer e 
a f t er the money , had s a i d  that Pau l d i d  n o t  a s k  for 
money becau s e  h e  knew he had no right to a sk for it  
becau s e  he wa s not a true Apos t l e ! 

Ha s he keep ing t h e  C orinthians from b l e s s in g ?  Did t h i s  
m ean that h e  d i d  n o t  l ove them ?  N O - - o n  b o t h  counts l  
BUT lIE  D I D  HANT !lI S  ACTIONS TO BE SO FAR ABOVE REPROACH 
TIlAT H I S  ENENIE S  HOULD REALLY HAVE NO GROUND FOR BEJNG
ING ACCUSATIONS AGAIN ST HUH C f .  v .  1 2 .  

Conc l :  The f o l ly o f  a j ea lous Apo s t l e ! \,Jhat d o  you think 
a b ou t  i t ?  

C a n  w e  not thank God for a man l ik e  Paul who wa s w i l l ing , 
by the grace o f  God , to s tand again s t  a l l  c omers  in h i s  
day? 

These were not casual l i t t l e  argumen t s  he g o t  invo lved i n .  
Th e s e  w e r e  i s su e s  s o  s trong tha t u l tima t e l y  h e  w a s  to l a y  
dOlm h i s  l i f e  for t h em . But t o  Pau l ,  t h e  m o s t  important 
thing in the >lOr l d  >la s I·,ha t  God wa s d o ing in the hearts  
and l ives o f  Il i s  p eo p l e .  Tha t wa s the s ta r t ing p la c e  for 
any b l e s s ing that was G o ing to r each the wor l d .  

I t  i s  the same today ! Hith a l l  o f  the confu s i on and unr e s t  
there i s  in thewor l d  today , t h i s ,  o f  a l l  t ime s ,  i s  a t ime 
when the Church n e e d s  to know the Word o f  God , walk with 
the Lord J e s u s  C hr i s t ,  trus ting Him to h e l p  u s ,  to  b l e s s  
u s , and then t o  u s e  u s  t o  make known the great truths of 
o f  G o s p e l - -and o f  the only One who can p o s s ib l y  meet the 
n e e d s  o f  men ! 



/ I ' I  I 

2 Cor . l l :  1. 6 - 3 3  

Intra : In the l a t t er part o f  2 
by c ircum s tan c e s  in the 

f end h i s  apo s t l e s hip. 

C or inthians Pa'u l is forced 
C or inthians Church to d e -

T h i s  i s  very d i s t a s t e fu l  to h im !  I t  i s  s o  c ontrary to 
much tha t he had a l r eady wr i t ten to the Corinthian s :  

1 )  1 Cor . 1 : 26 - 3 1 ,  e s p .  v .  2 9 ,  "That no f l e s h  should 
g l ory in his p r e s enc e . 1 I 

2 )  1 Cor . 3 : 5 - 7 ,  "1'ho , then i s  Paul • •  " 
3 )  2 C o r .  4 :  7 ,  " Bu t  we have t h i s  treasure in earthen 

v e s s el s ,  that the exc e l l ency o f  the power may b e  o f  
God , and not o f  u s . "  

And there a r e  other s ! 

Paul knew that h e  had b e en saved b y  the grace o f  God - - in 
s p i  t e  of what h e  ;Ta s- -and h e  knew that God ,qa s  the One who 
d e s erved a l l  of the g lory for any b l e s s ing any person had 
r ec eived in his m i n i s tr y ! C f .  1 Cor. 1 5 : 9 ,  l Oa ,  "For I am 
the l e a s t  o f  the a p o s t l e s ,  and am not m e e t  to b e  c a l l ed an 
apos t l e ,  b ecau s e  I pers ecuted the church of God . Bu t b y  
t h e  gra c e  o f  G o d  I am what I a m  • • •  " 

He even a dm i t s  in the pa s sa g e  b e fore u s  t h i s  morning that 
" I  s peak not a f t er the Lord , "  L e . , accord ing .!£ the way 
the Lord wou l d  speak . C f .  2 C or . 1 2 : 1 7 .  A l l  o f  the s e  

1 "" ' \  truths which appea r  in h i s  ep i s t l e s  are tru ths ';Ihi c h  h e  had 
tf- W""l earned from the Lor d . I t  g r i eved him that h e  wa s forced 
�.,f\ , to \.;rr i t e  a s  he '\;>la s wr i t ing . 

"" ),l' 1-1 · 
\�. But ,  b oa s t  h e  mu s t ! 

N O�l 1. want �. to note the s trange � o f  b o a s t ing vlh i c h  
w e  have h e r e . I t  i s  spec i f i c a l ly s ta t e d  in v .  3 0 .  " I  
wi l l  g l or y  of the t h ing s vlhi c h  c onc ern mine inf irmi t i e s . 1I 
YOU SEE , EVEN THOUGH HE HAS F ORCED TO BOAST ABOUT lIIHSELF , 
TO S P EAK OF HUISELF I N  HAY S  HE DID NOT HANT T O ,  TO S ET llIH
SELF IN TilE LIHELIGHT , SO TO SPEAK , YET HE HAS NOT ONE TO 
ALLOH HU!SELF TO FALL INTO A TRAP THAT HOULD HORK AGAINST 
BIN . 

5 0 - - h e  d o e s  not wr i t e  here l ik e  h e  d o e s  in P h i l .  3 .  
( T h e s e  two chapters  have much in c ommo n :  2 C or . 1 1  and 
Phi l .  3 . )  But he s p ea k s  so a s  to g ive the g l or y  to God 
even though h e  does s p eak and b oa s t  of h im s e l f .  L e t  u s  
note  how h e  d o e s  i t .  

There are two things whi c h  I want t o  point ou t about the 
Apo s t l e  Paul this  morn ing : 

I .  H e  wa s a man o f  d e ep c onvi c t ion . 
I I .  lIe was a man o f  great c ompa s s i on . 



You cannot read h i s  epistles  Hithou t r ea l i z ing thi s .  
Bu t ,  this morn ing , I want you to see i t  in t\vO way s :  

1) His  conviction r egard ing the doctrine o f  sa I va-
tian .  

2 )  His  c onvi c t ion r egarding the way you shou l d  treat 
peo p l e .  

A .  H i s  conviction rega rrl ing t h e  doctrine of  sa lvation .  

You say , where d o  you g e t  sa lvation in this passage 
of  Scriptur e '! 

Read v .  2 0 .  IF  YOU KNOH NATTHEH 2 3 ,  AND ESPECIALLY 
THE EPI STl.E OF PAUL TO THE GALATIAN S ,  YOU INMEDI
ATELY DETECT THE SIGN S OF TH'i'::D5CTRINE OF SALVATION 
BY WORKS--a doctrine which came out of  a corrupted 
form of  Judaism,  a doctrine wh ich put people under 
the hopeless  bondage of  obeying the Mosaic Law in 
order to  earn sa lvat ion f or themselves . 

The ref erence in v .  2 2  a l s o  proves that the s e  false  
apostles  were J ews . 

IT  I S  THE HARDEST THING IN THE HORLD FOR MEN TO BE
LIEVE THAT THEY CAN BE  SAVED BY THE GRACE OF GOD , 
PITHOUT ANY \-iCRKS ON OUR PART ! 

Remember Pau l ' s  s tr ong word s  of  d enunciation and 
j udgment in Ga l .  1 : 8 ,  9 .  

Pau l i s  not answer ing these false  teachers her e ,  
but he  i s  say ing , lIyou have l i s tened t o  them who 
have pu t y ou und er such bondage and have t r i e d  t o  
take away a l l  you have , wi l l  you not g ive me an 
ear,  I who have come to take nothing from y ou but 
t o  g ive you �.,hat you c ou l d  never buy ! ? "  

tr i s  conviction regard ing how you should  trea t 
peop l e .  

L i sten t o  m e  thi s  morning :. Hha t you b e l i eve about 
sa lva tion is going to a f f ec t  how you treat people 
in preaching your doctrines to them ! 

Read Matthew 2 3  some time soon. 

Then note what Pau l has to say in this  2 0th vers e  
o f  2 Cor. 1 1 .  Note a l s o  what h e  't'lr i tes  in vv. 7 
f f .  of  this  same chapter . 



TIl e s e  f a l s e  p r o p h e t s  wou l d  ens lave men by t h e ir 
doctrin e s , take away a l l  that they had , exa l t  them
s e lves for honor and venerat i on ,  and then s lap the 
peop l e  in the f a c e  every oppor tun i t y  they g o t ! 
How d o  you l i k e  m e thods l ik e  that? 

Paul wa s a man who wa s >1 i l l ing to stand h i s  g r ound r e 
gard l e s s  o f  t h e  c ircums tanc e s ,  a n d  regard l e s s  o f  how 
many were a g a i n s t  h i m .  

l i lus .  D i d  you n o t i c e  in the Oregon i a n  t h i s week the 
news about B i l l  P i er s on , the 6 '  3 " 2 5 0  l b .  c en t er a t  
San D i ego State who s tood guard for 3 hour s by a f lag 
pole and r e f u s ed to l e t  anyone l ower the f l a g .  He i s  
a veteran , having s erved in the Navy . H e  faced 1 5 0  
dur ing those three hours ,  Bnd r e f u s ed t o  g ive way . 

I am l ooking forward to meeting the Apo s t l e  Paul in 
heaven--a man of c onvi c t i on ,  "rho kne�v �vha t  the truth 
wa s ,  and r e fu s ed to g ive any g r ound ! 

Bu t ,  c oup l ed with t h i s  wa s another impor tant f ea tur e of 
the A p o s t l e ' s  l i f e  and m i n i s tr y - - equa l l y  impo r tant with the 
f i r s t  • • • 

I I . H E  HAS A flAP OF GREAT Cm'PA S S I O N .  

He c ou l d  c l a im a l l  t h e y  c ou l d .  C f .  v .  2 2 .  

Bu t ,  h e  c o u l d  c l a im MORE than they coul d .  Read vv. 2 3 -
2 8 .  

F r om the s t a  temen t in v .  2 8  i t  ",ou ld  s eem tha t the 
p r imary empha s i s  in vv . 2 3 - 2 7  had to do "" i th what he 
had exp er i enced in g e t t ing the G o s p e l  to p e o p l e  who 
d i d  not know the Lord , and v .  28 ha s to do with h i s  
work with those who r e c e ived Chr i s t  a s  Savior and b e 
c ame t h e  peop l e  o f  G o d .  

( Read the s e  ver s e s  over c a r e fu l l y . ) 

V .  2 8  expr e s s e s  wha t  P au l  had b een g oing through with 
the Corinthian s .  

Therefor e ,  

A .  He h a d  great c ompa s s i on for Gen t i l e s  ( t h i s  wa s 
amaz ing because he wa s a J ew ) who d i d  not know tlle 
Lor d .  There 1'1a 5 no other rea son v/hy he \'lou ld be 
wi l l ing to l ive such a l i f e .  

C f . Rom . 9 : 1 - 3 .  
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G o d . C f .  v v .  2 e" 2 9 .  

C f .  1 Cor . 9 : 2 2 .  

Do you flnd I carry d a i l y  " the c ar e , "  t h e  anxi e t i e s , 
the worr i e s , tha t we should becau s e  o f  the peop l e  
o f  G o d  and their n e e d s ?  

When w e  s e e  t h e i r  weakn e s s e s  and 
them a s  s inners s a ved by grace?  
s tumb l e  into s in and trapped by  
with the  d e s i r e  to s ee them set  

C f .  2 Cor . 1 2 : 1 5 .  

s in s , d o  we g o  to 
tJhen vle see them 

s i n ,  do vle burn 
f r e e ?  

Think o f  our L o r d  J e s u s  wash ing t h e  d i s c i p l e s ' 
f e e t  in J ohn 1 3 .  

But there i s  one other p la c e  we s e e  the d e vo t i on ,  the 
c ompa s s ion , of Pau l .  

C .  H e  I-la s a man 
and Ili s  Son , 

o f  3 r e a t  cODpa s s i on and 
the Lord J e s u s  Chr i s t .  

S o  much i f  o f t en s e en in s o  l i t t l e .  

l o v e  f or G o d , 

C f .  v .  3 1 .  

Here i s  Pau l pra i s ing h im s e l f , but h e  concludes by 
say ing that the only One who is  " B l e s s e d , "  wor thy 
of our pra i s e ,  worth saying a good word f or , i s  
God ( and w i th H im, our Lord J e s u s  Chr i s t ) . 

Conc l :  When you g e t  through a p a s s a g e  o f  S c r i pture l ike 
t h i s , wh i l e  y o u  cann o t  h e l p  b u t  thank G o d  f o r  wha t  

H e  d i d  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  Sau l o f  Tar s u s , y e t - - t h e  p a s s a g e  
l eaves u S  w i t h  t h e  impr e s s i on tha t ,  a f t er a l l  o f  t h e  boa s t 
ing , the d evoti on o f  t h i s  man ' s  heart shines through , and 
we find our s e lves want ing to wor s h i p  h i s  Lord ! 



urI C? � 'E:\ri : E �; : '  L\.l)�� ;·;TRCNG 
2 Cor . 1 2 : 1 - 1 0  

Intr o :  I n  1 Sam . 1 6  we have the s tory o f  God s en d ing 
Samu el the prophet t o  the home of J e s s e  in Bethle

h em t o  anoint one of  his  s ons a s  the new King o f  I srael . 
\-Ihen E l i a b ,  the o l d e s t , came "'lith  a l l  o f  h i s  borther s , 
Samu e l  f e l t  tha t the Lord ' s  anointed one was s tanding be
fore h im .  Bu t the Lord s a i d  to Samu e l , 

"Look not on h i s  c ountenanc e ,  or on the h e i g h t  o f  h i s  
s ta ture ,  becau s e  I have r e fu s e d  him ;  for the Lord s eeth 
not as man s e eth ; for man l ook e th on the ou tward appea r 
anc e ,  b u t  t h e  Lord l ooketh o n  t h e  heart"  C l Sam . 1 6 : 7 ) .  

S even sons went by , but the Lord indicated to Samue l  that 
he had not chosen any of them . Samu e l  was confused  about 
i t ,  and a s k ed J e s s e , "Are a l l  thy c h i l dren her e ? " And 
J e s s e  ans"" ered , 

"There rema ineth y e t  the young e s t ,  and , beho ld , h e  
keep eth t h e  s h e e p "  C l  Sam . 16 : 1 1 l .  

When David came i n ,  the S c r i ptur e s  say that 
"he vla S ruddy , and of a beau t i f u l  c ountenanc e ,  and 
goodly to look at ( hand s ome ) .  And the Lord s a i d ,  Ar i s e ,  
anoint him ; for t h i s  i s  h e . "  C f . 1 Sam . 1 6 : 1 2 .  

Th i s  i l lu s tr a t e s  the tru th wh i c h  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s tated by 
I saiah , the proph e t :  

" F or m y  thoughts a r e  n o t  your thought s ,  n e i ther a r e  
y o u r  way s  my way s ,  siith the Lor d .  For a s  the heavens 
are higher than the ear t h ,  so are my way s  higher than 
your ,;ays , and my thoughts than your thought s "  ( I s a .  
5 5 : 8 ,  9 ) .  

I f  I c o u l d  a s k  you to memor i z e  a c oup l e  o f  ver s e s  o u t  o f  
the Dib l e ,  I wou l d  ask you to memor i z e  thes e .  How import
ant it is  for u s  to knovl the '{day s  o f  the Lor d .  

P s a .  1 0 3 : 7a say s ,  "He ( th e  Lord ) made knoHn h i s  vTay s  unto 
Mos e s . "  hos e s  did n o t  a lr eady kno" the way s  o f  the Lord ; 
liE HAD TO BE TAUGHT ImAT THEY 'WERE ! 

David t s  prayer in P s a .  86 : 1 1 1-1as ,  "Teach me thy way , 0 
Lord . "  You f ind i t  a l s o  in P s a .  2 7 :  1 1 .  

I f  you wi l l  r ead the B i b l e  from c over to c over, You wi l l  
s e c  again and again the g r e a t e s t  prob l em wh i ch the p e o p l e  
of God have in every g enera t i on i s  t h a t  they have not 
under s tood the way s  o f  God . H e  does not d o  things the way 
we wou l d  do them , and so we g e t  d i s c ourag e d ,  we g e t  rebe l l 
i ou s , o r  we f oo l i s h ly rush ahead i n s tead o f  wa i t ing on God . 
When you become a c h i l d  o f  G o d  you have to s tart l earn ing 
a bout l i f e  a l l over again ! 



. {) r _  " ': : , _ � I  

T�l i s , b a s ica l l y ,  w� s t h e  prob l em w j th t h e  C o r j_ n th ian s .  
fnr back a s  1 Cor . 3 : 3  he had reproved them for their 
" envy ing and s tr i b e  and divi s i on s , "  ask inglhe q u e s t i on ,  

T IAre ye not carna l ,  and vla lk as m en? " 
c:.+ . \ D' . .... , ::> .  

They s c orned Paul because h e  b e s ought them " b y  the meek n e s s  
and g e n t l en e s s  of Chr i s t "  ( 2  Cor . 1 0 : 1 ) ,  wh i l e  h i s  oppo
nents ma de s l aves o f  the Corinth ians ,  took everything away 
f r om them , exa 1. ted them s e l ve s ,  and s lapped them in the 
fac e .  C f .  2 C o r .  1 1 : 2 0 .  

I n  2 Cor . 1 0 : 1 0  «e have s omething e l s e  they '<ere s a y ing : 
"for h i s  l e t t er s ,  s a y  they , are weighty and pO'i'7erfu l ,  
but h i s  b o d i l y  p r e s en c e  i s  weak , and h i s  s p eech c on
tempti b l e . "  

Paul admitted a l l  o f  thi s .  C f . 1 C o r .  2 : 1  f f .  And now, 
here in cha p t er 1 2 ,  h e  is prepar ing to t e l l  them why he 
was weak , and how tha t r e lated to the ways of the Lord with 
h im ! 

N o t e  how he does  i t .  W E  /V\ I (,. I-I-< (CPI \..\.. S -I'..\-, S, 4"*f1.!ce: 
-'-" ,NITS Wrtl('>-\ &oD (,-A..Jc 1'+l0 i-- . - - -- ---

1 .  HE HAD !IAD A ),1<' 5T AHAZIlrG EXPERIEi:CE - - 1 4  years  b e fore 
( 2  Cor . 1 2 : 1 -6 ) .  

!Ie had never s a i d  anything a b ou t  i t ,  but doub t l e s s  i t  
had had a m o s t  profound e f f e c t  upon h i s  m in i s tr y ! I DO 

NOT KNOW OF ANYTHING IN THE HORD OF GOD THAT CAN COH

PARE 1-IITH I T !  Pau l ,  whether in s p ir i t ,  or in b ody ( he 
did not know ) "as caught up into "the third h eaven , "  
the very p r e s ence o f  God--BUT HE WAS NOT PERHITTED TO 

TELL HHAT lIE HEARD . 

P e t er and J ohn r e f e r  t o  their experience on the mount 
of transf igura t i o n .  Ma t the", Mark , and Luk e a l l  t e l l  
us  about i t .  John t e l l s  us  h i s  v i s i on o f  t h e  Lord in 
Rev . 1 .  Mos e s  came out from the p r e s en c e  of the Lord 
"ith h i s  face s h in ing , but he told the I sr a e l i te s  what 
God had t o l d  h i m .  I s a iah t e l l s  h i s  exp e r i en c e  of s ee
ing the Lor d .  

BUT GOD \WULD NOT LET PAUL SAY A TIUNG ! Hhy? Obviou s 
ly because i 't was a n  experience \'lh ich 'ioTa S meant for 
Pau l h ims e l f ,  and not for anyone e l s e .  The effect o f  
i t  wa s to b e  s een in h i s  l i f e  and min i s tr y . He could 
never b e  the same aga.in . l Ie  had other "vi s i on s "  and 
o-th er "r eve l a t i on s " ,  but never anything l ik e  thi s ! 

I t  mu s t  have been s omething whi c h  he � a s  w e l l  a s  
heard , or why wou l d  h e  s p eak o f  "vi s i on s  and revela
t i on s  in v .  1.  HHAT HAS IT?  
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i' o s s i b l y  t ll i s  en a b led Pau l to wri t n  a s  h n  2 i d  in l'hi l .  
1 : 2 0 - 2 3 .  D i d  h e  ectua l l y  d i e  i n  Lys tra when h e  we s 
s toned? C f .  A c t s  14 : 1 9 .  

Unt i l  we g e t  t o  heaven , we can only specu l a t e  on what a l l  
o f  t h i s  wa s .  But � thing is certa in : IT I,AS SUCH A 

TREHENDOU S EXP ERI EN C E  THAT IT COULD EASILY l-LlVE RU INED llI S  
M I N I STRY - - t hrough pr i d e ! Ther efore . 

I I .  THERE HAS A S E C ON D  TllUTG GOD GAVE TO PAUL : "a thorn i n  
t h e  f l e s h "  ( 2  Cor . 1 2 : 7 , 8 ) .  

At the b eg inning o f  v .  7 ,  nnd again a t  the end , Paul 
t e l l s  us ,·,hy . I t  ",a s , " I e  s t I shou l d  b e  exa l t e d  above 
measur e . " 

Man i s  s o  p erver s e ,  our hearts are s o  f u l l  o f  p r id e ,  
that we can even g e t  proud over the b l e s s in g s  o f  God . 
T h i s  wa s even a danger to the Apos t l e  P au l .  

You and I mu s t  b e  careful tha t this  d o e s  not happen to 
u s .  

But now the way s  o f  God c ome into operat i o n .  

ITe vTr i t e s , wl'here H a s  g iven to me a thorn in the f l e s h !' 

Who gave i t  t o  him? G o d  d i d .  Satan wou l d  g la d l y  have 
s een Paul ruined through prid e .  ]JUT THIS ALSO BECAHE 

"TIlE j·; E S SENGER OF SATAN T O  BUFF E T "  PAU L ,  TIlAT I S ,  TO 

]JEAT HIM WITH H I S  F I ST S , LIKE A BOXER WOULD , UNTIL PAUL 
I S  SO OVERHHEU·/ED I.fITH D I S C OURliGEHENT THAT HE CANNOT 

EVEN STAND or� HI S FEET . 

II 0", quickly Satan t r i e s  to take advanta g e  o f  EVERYTHING 

wh i c h  the Lord d o e s ! 

C f .  2 C o r .  2 : 7 , 1 0 ,  1 1 .  

Have there not b e en t im e s  in your l i f e  'i'Then , a lthough 
you b e l i eved in the a b s o lu t e  sovereignty of God , and 
that the Lor d wa s d e a l ing w i th you for one r e a s on or 
another , and y e t  i t  j u s t  got to be too much ! Satan 
has moved i n .  1 Cor . 1 0 : 1 3  is  s t i l l  in the B i b l e .  

Pau l ' s  thorn in the f l es h  was obviou s l y  s omething pain
fu l ,  s omething wh i c h  appeared to be a h indrance to h i s  
m in i s try- - p o s s i b l y  eye trou b l e .  C f .  Ga l .  4 : 1 3 - 1 5 .  
But , i'fha tever i t  Ha s ,  i t  '1ila s what B i shop Lightfoot 
c a l l s ,  ! fa s take driven through his  f l e s h "  ( Ga l . , p .  
1 89 ) .  I t  wa s no sma l l  prob l em .  
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' OW , g e t  the jl i c tur c :  
1 )  God had g iven Pau l a m o s t  wond erful exp e r i enc e .  
2 )  Then , to s a f eguard h i s  m i n i s try , He had g iven him a 

thorn in the f l es h .  
3 )  Satan had taken a dvantag e o f  a l l  tha t God had done 

to d i s c ourage the Apo s t l e  t o  the point that he c ou l d  
n o t  s erve the L or d .  

4 ) Pau l had pra y e d - - thr ee s p e c i f i c  tim e s  h e  had c ome t o  
the Lord e s p ec i a l l y  a b ou t  thi s --but the thorn wa s not 
r emove d .  

Ha s there n o  h e l p ?  Y e s ! 

I I I . (;OD COl!PLETELY OVERRULED SATAr: BY G I VI n G  PAUL " �lOST 
WONDERFUL PROM I S E  ( 2  Cor . 1 2 : 9 ,  1 0 ) . 

N o t e  the prom i s e ,  and the r es p o n s e  o f  the Apo s t l e  Pau l .  

I 1 R e s t  upon" carr i e s  t h e  i d e a  o f  c oming to make i t s  
home with Pau l ,  andto b e  there r ight a l ong with the A 
thorn ! 

Nou l e  tran s la t e s , " I  take p l easur e , "  a s , I f e e l  d e l i 
berate  complac enc e .  

C f .  Rom . 8 : 3 7 , "Nay , in a l l  these thing s we are more 
than c onquerors through him that l oved u s . "  

Conc 1 :  I t  i s  n o  wonder that Paul has b e en in s i s ting upon 
g l ory ing in h i s  '·leak n e s s .  This  wa s the s ourc e  o f  

h b 3 t r eng th.  H I S  WEAKN E S S E S  KEPT HIM REMINDED OF HI S N EED 
TO DRMI UPON THE STRENGTH AND PO'JER T'IAT ,JERE TO IlE FOUf\D 
IN THE GRACE OF (;O D .  

There i s  no word i n  t1,e B i b l e  any more won d e r f u l  than the 
''lord ,  grac e .  

I l lu s .  There I'las a man "lho 'r,'la s i n  [;rent  agony over s ome 
prob l em s  in h i s  l i f e .  H e  had pray e d ,  l ik e  Pau l ,  
but the prob l em s  had n o t  been taken away . One day 
a s  he vTa s praying , and the tear s were r o l l ine dow'n 
h i s  cheek s ,  he s a i d , "Lor d ,  l e t  thy grace b e  
s u f f i c i en t  for m e . " A s  h e  pray e d , h e  l ooked 
through h i s  t ears and h e  saw a p laque on the wa l l  
'hfith the �" ord s ,  "Hy g r a c e  i s  suff i c i en t . "  Bu t the 
thing whi c h  he had not n o t i c e d  b e f o r e  wa s tha t 
s om eone had painted the one "lord ,  " i s , I I  d i f f er ent ly 
f r om the other ''lord s .  I t  wa s bright and c o n s p i c 
u ou s .  And he s aw t h e  truth l ik e  a f l a s h .  W e  d o  
n o t  have to pray that H i s  g r a c e  ,.i l l  b e  s u f f i c i en t ;  
I T  ALHAYS I S !  



{c c l' h , ' ,._ �'" 
�DUN D}\I:T I,QVE A N D  A D S CLUTE T�UT1[ 

2 C o r .  1 2 : 1 1 - 1 3 : 14 

Intr o :  I want t o  conclude our s tudy o f  2 Corinthians t h i s  
morning . T h i s  i s  not a s  d i f f i c u l t  a s  i t  might 

a ppear becau s e  the epi s t l e  is r e a l l y  c oncluded with 1 2 : 1 0 .  
VJha t  f o l l ows contains conc lud ing r e - s ta t em en t s  o f  mat t e r s  
he h a s  ment ioned b e f or e  ( for empha s i s ) ,  a n d  s om e  par t ing 
,.,or d s  o f  exhor t a t i on and encouragemen t .  

Paul s e ems to want to d o  two things a s  h e  brings t h i s  
l e tter to a c l o s e :  

1 )  T o  a S Sll r e  the C or inthian s  tha t h e  l oves them. 
2 )  T o  encoura g e  them with the ab s o l u t e  truth o f  the 

Word of Cod . 

Let u s  l ook, f ir s t  o f  a l l ,  a t  

1 .  THE ABUCm,\NT LOVE HHICH lIE NAN I E ST S  TOHARD THEM . 

I t  i s  shown in three thing s : 

A .  Honey , and i t s  place in his m i n i s try ( 1 2 : 1 3 - 1 8 ) .  

Evid ent l y  t h i s  was a maj or a c c u s a t i on that Pau l ' s  
enem i e s  u s e d  against h im becau s e  he r e f e r s  to i t  
s o  much . 

They even s a i d  that he d i d  not take any money h im
s e l f ,  but he g o t  Titus to get it  ( c f .  vv . 1 6 - 1 8 ) .  

Paul u t t e r l y  d e n i e s  thi s , and s ta t es wha t  we have 
in v. 1 5  i n s t ea d .  N o t  only had he not taken any
thing , but h e  had spent h i s  OHn money , t ime , and 
s tr ength unt i l  i t  � a l l  exhau s ted ! 

When h e  r e turned f or h i s  third v i s i t  h e  expec ted to 
do exa c t l y  the sam e ,  f e e l ing l ik e  a father wou l d  
about h i s  Own c h i l dren ( v .  14 ) .  

B .  Hatur l ty ,  a s  h i s  ma j o r  c onc ern f o r  them ( 1 2 : 1 9 ;  
1 3 : 9 ,  1 0 ) . 

How t h i s  ha s b e en ignored and neg l e c  ted .!?Y the 
Church ! Paul d i d  not "ant to s e e  h i s  " c h i l dren" 
r emain s p i r i tu a l  infan t s ! l Ie  'wan ted them to gro�v .. 
He had wr i tt en about t h i s  in 1 C o r .  1 4 .  IF SALVA
T I ON HAD BEEN THE ONLY CONCERN OF THE APOSTLE PAUL , 
HE HOULD NEVER HAVE WRITTEN ANY OF H I S  EPI STLE S !  

This i s  �'7here h i s  l ove wa s put to the t e s t .  



:very pro b l em in t h e  C o r i n tllian church c ou l cl have 
be en avoided with hea l thy , s t eady s p i r i tual growth . 

c .  Mora l s ,  and h i s  c ourage in wr i t ing about them 
« 1 2 : 20 ,  20.-
� 0\'2.. =- I N  5> 
N o  s erva n t  o f  the Lord l ik e s  t o  t a l k  about s i n ,  
but there a r e  t im e s  when h e  has t o - - i f  h e  i s  g o ing 
to be a f a i th f u l  s ervant o f  the L or d .  

I t  i s  int e r e s t ing t o  s e e  that h e  r e l a t e s  the s in s  
in v .  2 0  w i t h  the s in s  in v .  2 1 .  

-- T ldeba t e s " - -Conten t i on ,  s t r i f e ,  wrang l ing . C f .  
1 C o r .  1 : 1 1 ;  3 : 3 .  

- - " envy ing s , 11 to make 'Nar on s om e th ing g ood wh i c h  
o n e  s e e s  in another . The r e s u l t  o f  j ea l ou s y .  

_ _  I',yra th s , "  sud d en outbur s t s ,  '\'lhich c an r e su 1 t 
in murd e r . C f .  Luk e  4 : 28 .  

- - " s t r i f e s , "  l i k e  a p o l i t i c ian who i s  trying to 
put him s e l f  f orward and t o  g a ther a f o l l owing . 
C f .  P h i l .  2 : 3 , 4 .  

-- I 'backb i t ing s , l l open , vocal d efama t i on o f  a 
p e r s o n .  I t  i s  "evil  s p eak ing " C l P e t .  2 : 1 ) .  
This  word i s  on ly found in the N T .  I t  mu s t  
have been c o in e d  to d e s c r i b e  a s p e c i a l  s i n  o f  
b e l i ever s . 

--"wh i s p er i ng s;1 the same a s  ' 1back b i t ing s , "  only 
done in the ear .  

- - rr sw e l l i ng s , "--oI a per s on ,,,ho i s  puff ed up with 
p r i d e .  C f .  1 C or .  4 : 1 8 f f . ;  5 : 2 ;  8 : 1 ;  1 3 : 4 .  

- - l t tumu l t s ,  I I  one ,.,ho s t i r s  others u p ,  as �·T A. S  d one 
frequen t l y  in the b o ok of Ac t s .  C f .  Acts 
1 3 : 5 0 ;  14 : 5 ,  1 9 ;  1 6 : 2 2 .  

Then--
--"un c l eanne s s , 1 I anything wh ich d e f i l e s  as in

d i c � t e d  by s ome law ( a s  the Word of God ) . 
- - " forn i c a t i on , "  a g enera l term for i l l i c i t  

s exua l r e l a tionships . 
- - " l a s c iviousnes s , "  'wan tonne s s ,  a p e r s on '\,Ti thout 

any r e s traint where m or a l  i s su e s  are c oncerned . 

Do you th ink i t  was ea s y  for Pau l t o  name s in s  by 
name? IIhy ,"a u l d  he do i t ?  The who l e  t on e  of t h i s  
ep i s t l e  mak e s  i t  very c l ear tha t i t  'hTa s becau s e"o f  
t h e  g r e a t  l ove which he had i n  h i s  h e a r t  for them . 
H e  hoped tha t they wou l d  be c l eared u p .  I f  n o t ,  
he w a s  prepared t o  take even more s evere s t ep s .  

The Church today knows very l i t t l e  about d i s c i 
p l i n e ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  probab ly one o f  the g r e a t e s t  
r ea s on. why ,"e have s o  l i t t l e  influence in the 
,;or l d .  



I I .  THE ABSOL1lTE TRUTH \mI�H HE IlAD BROUGHT TO THEN . 

I want to approach this  in a s l ightly d i f f er en t  way 
this  morn ing . 

,\nyone �vho kn ov;:'s the t eachings of t h e  S c r i ptur e s  kno�vs 
that here we have truths that are a b s o lute s .  They a r e  
n o t  true becau s e  t h e y  were tau8ht b y  t h e  Apos t l e s .  
Nor are they true j u s t  becau s e  they were a c c e p t e d  by 
the maj or i ty of the peop l e  of  G o d - - e i ther in the OT or 
the NT ! TIlEY ARE TRU E  BECAU SE TIlEY ARE E STABL I SHED IlY 
GOD--and we n e e d  to treat them that way .  

IlUT D O  HE IlELI EVE THAT THEY ARE AIlSOLUTELY TRUE , i . e . , 
AIlSOL1lTELY DEPENDABLE , CONPLETELY TRU STilORTIlY , A SOLID 
FOmZDATION FOR OUR LIVES? 

N o t i c e  how Pau l h e l d  

A .  Th e Scri p ture s .  C f .  1 3 : 8 .  

Do you b e l i eve tha t ?  Do you b e l ieve that about 
your l i f e ?  

Pau l  had been t a l k ing about h i s  auth o r i ty a s  an 
Apos t l e ,  but even he d i d  n o t  have the right to 
work against  the Word of God . Nothing could b e  
m o r e  r i d i c u l ou s .  

And y e t  how many Chr i s t ians are ther e who are 
simply ignor ing the Word o f  God in the l ives and 
then wonder why thing s a r e  n o t  g o ing r i g h t .  YOU 
"can do noth ing against  the truth . "  So d on ' t  try t 
You might a s  we l l  try t o  g e t  the wor l d  turning 
another way a s  to try to have j oy and p e a c e  and 
b l e s s ing in s p i t e  o f  the f a c t  that you are ignor ing 
the Hard of G o d .  

A long th i s  l i n e ,  n o t i c e  why Pau l says about 

B. Sa l va t i on ( 2  Cor . 1 3 : 5 ) .  

Hhenever Ch r i s t ians s in ,  i t  throws doubt upon th e i r  

s a l va t i on .  They wi l l  even doubt i t  them s e l v e s ! 

A s suran c e  o f  s a l va t i on d o e s  not j u s t  automa t i c a l l y  
c om e ,  but i t  i s  there f o r  u s .  Do you know how t o  
t e s t  your r e l a t i onship to the LordJes�hrist? 
I t  ha s to b e  by the Word of God . 



' JUT TTSl:\ - - onc c you n. r e  sur e , d o  you :(no\'l <,Jha t 
that means about you , wha t  i t  means tha t you 
have? IT MEANS THE J E S U S  CHKI ST HIMSELF I S  
" IN YOU . "  Cf . G a l . 2 : 2 0 .  

This i s  true wh ether we unders tand i t  o r  not , 
or whether we f e e l  l i k e  i t  or n o t . Why ?  
Becau s e  t h e  Hard o f  God say s s o - - th a t ' s  'I;'Thy ! 
And you d o  not need any other r e a s on . The Word 
of God s e t t l e s  i t - - f or ever ! 

Hhat a 'donclerful p e r s on you s hou l d  b e ! 

Bu t ,  Pau l can say even mor e - - a s  he brings this  epi s t l e  
t o  a c l o s e .  I t  lias t o  d o  with our 

C .  Resourc e s --as the c h i l dr en of God ( 2  C or . 1 3 : 14 ) . 

Do you j u s t  think o f  t h i s  verse a s  a b ened i c t i on t o  
c lo s e  a meeting?  This i s  the m o s t  wonder ftl 1 truth 
that you w i l l  f ind any p l a c e  in the Word o f  God . 
I f  the Cor inthians had b e l i eved thi s ,  and a c c e p t e d  
i t  f o r  them s e l ve s ,  the p r ob l em s  whi c h  Paul ha s b een 
wr i t ing about would be over ! 

1 .  "The grace of the Lord Jesus Chr i s t "--H i s  ful l 
t i t l e .  C f .  2 C o r .  8 : 9 ;  9 : 8 . 

2 .  "The l ove of G od " --Th ink of i t :  G O D ! 
C f .  Rom . 8 : 3 5 - 3 9 .  

3 .  "The c ommun i on of t h e  Holy S p ir i t , "  the HOLY 
S p i r i t .  We can par t ic ipate in a l l  that the 
110 l y  S p i r i t  has been sent t o  d o - - e s pec i a l l y  a s  
our Teacher o f  the lIard o f  God ! C f .  1 Cor . 2 :  
9 ,  1 0 .  

Conc l :  fAha t  excu s e  can we p o s s ib l y  have for t h e  carna l i t y , 
the ignoran c e ,  the ind i f f erenc e and c ol d n e s s  of 

hea r t , for our lack of J OY t  our lack o f  p eac e ,  our lack of 
b l e s s ing , our lack o f  power? 

There i s  no excus e"r 

L e t  us begin to tak e the Word of God s e r i ou s l y , to b e l i eve 
and t*. t o  l ive i t ,  that God may work in u s  and through 
u s  H i s  works t o  the g l or y  o f  Ili s  name and t o  the b l e s s ing 
o f  t h o s e  who so d e s p er a t e l y  need the Lord i n  t h e i r  l ives . 


