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C;Jj - IUd-weeK J1ible Study, 111�IIU 

� LAMENTATIONS (of Jeremiah) 

The writer: Although Jeremiah is not identified as such, tradition has 
�ribed it to him, and Keil (Jeremiah, II, 349, 350) says that no other 
tradition is as well supported as this. See his discussion, pp. 339-350. 

1 The date: . .  Between the beginning of the Babylonian Exile and the time when 
�i Tetenih'h was forced ·�t:o go to Egypt. iv. -I." 
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[ fhe title: It was originally listed in the Hebrew Canon as, fl:t,� the l�d with which chapters I, 2., and. 4., begin. �.Latl!r the I:l.abbis. called it, 
i Lamentations, from the contents. I . . . . ...  .. � , . , 
jI!! place !!l the Canon: The Hebrew Bible place'i" after Ecclesiastes, and 
I just before Esther. It really belongs with,the poetic'al: boole-s'because it 
1 �is poetry, but it was placed after HKKBIIIK Jeremiah by the Masoretes be-r C'ause they combined it with Jeremiah as one book�··in'their'atU'mpt· to' com­i bine the OT into 22 books to conform with the Hebrew alphabet. 
1 jPeculilirities :: 
I 15 Each of the five chapters is a separate lamentation. 
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·!���e",r ,.to ... b� . . .  an:!!!lgj!!.d .1,.1). the or,d.!!t' . .. in ,which . theyllltx.Il •••. ,wexe 

! 3) Chapters 1-4 are alL written as Psa�.11.9--following ·the, Hebrew- alpha-
I bet. There are these differences: 
1 

! a) Ch. 1 is,-the only chapter, which·fol·lows· the present form of the 
, alphabet. In chapters 2-4 � precedes ::ll • This, however, is 

not unusual! because other chapters in the Bible written after 
this fashion show similar variations (i.e., the omission of a 
letter, or the repetition of one,'oi brith,·etc.)� 
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b) Chapters 1, 2, and 4 have 22 verses with the letters of the 
alpha�et'beginning each verse (���h �erse having 3 lines). In 
ch. 3, the three lines of, eac.h vexse beginvl �wi,th. ,t.he .. 

�
t,h.e .. same� 

letter, and the translators have made them three separate verses. 
Thus, .we . have vv. 1-3,beg.i.nning'With��,tC:�}(H4iitf-,it�iiT ; etc. 

Alphabetical arrangement shows: logical order, compie e�eA., 
Deviation from the order (as' indica'ted' above) shows that the truth or 
the thought has not not been sacrificed for the method. This is also 
true in chapter 5--"a prayer, in which the careful considera'tton ' 
indispensable for the carrying out of the alphabetic arrangement must 
tive place to the free andriatural outcome of·the·feeTfrigs"{Kiin; .2£. 
ill., 339). 

Five Lamentations (each Jittha di.stillc�t empIJ .. sis)L 
I. Judah has no one to help her, Her enemies are in complete con­

trol. Her friends have proven .. fal.se (as .God .. had.warned .many 
times before the Captivity). Intersper�ed are prayers, and 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

v-. 

a final confes'sion to the --Lord-{,vv. 18-22�h ' 
The Lord is the One who has brought the judgment. They had also 
scorned this idea before the 611ptivity. 
An unidentified man speaks, giving his testimony of how he had 
found God 'faithfUl and forgiving when the (theiiian) had hid to 
be judged for his own sin. It is given as. af! encout:"g�m�T!1: ,to 
Judah to turn to the Lord ·for· help • .. . .  
P icture.d. is JIJe . .. a.b.s.9l\l.tJlmJ!!eXY .,an.duniyersal suffer ing exper- . 
ienced by Judah--which is to serve as a warning to "Edom," a 

.rela ted .nation , and this is .. an.i.nd.ication" .. tha,t.other nations' 
will come under divine judgment in ti�el 
Judah I S appeal to the ,Lord f or·hel·p. The book, c-l-ose's' (5 :2'2)� , 
with no help in sight. 
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Lamentations 2 

IThe lessons of the book. All five chapters serve 
'Irunings andprc;;nts-;;that God had been giving to 
!from the very beginning of her history. There is 
i chapter. 
I 

to confirm the truth of the 
Judah (and Israel) right 
a special emphasis in each 
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Cf. Jer. 22: 
-6-9, espl v.8. 
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Hope t 
Deut. 30:1-10 
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Chapter 1. God wants His people to trust Him, and not to put their 
confideri-ce in men. Cf. Jer. 37:6:"10; Isa. 30il:'3, 7;-PSa. 60:11;---
108: l2--and many more 1 _________ _ 
In vv. l-9a Jeremiah i.e_ describing what has __ h_appened to Judah. '<'No_te __ 
esp. vv. I, 2J In vv. 9b-ll Jeremiah is praying. In vv. 12-17 it 
seems that Judah is appealing to any nation-f-or help, but -then fr-om v. 
18 to end (22) calls upon the Lord. 

Chapter!. Repeatedly the people had denied the warnings of judgment 
given-by the prophe:ts. C:f� Jer.; 5:10-18. 

Note from v. 1 on the emphasis is upon what the Lord has donel It 
carries through-to v. 17. V. 18- tel1shciw-flieY- had-prayed.--lnv�-19 
Jeremiah encourages th"m to continue pray_i�_g, ____ _ Beginn!ng with .v_. _ _ 2.Q_we 
have his prayer. The judgments of God are always as severe as the 
predictions have indicated. - - -
Chapter 1. This unidentified man tells his experience, beginning with 
how he experienced the judgmen-t- of God and then found '!hope" in the 
Lord (vv. 21 ff.). This continues down through v. 39. 

In vv. 40-47 he exhorts- the-people to turn--to the ---bord'. 
In vv. 48-54, the prayer of Jeremiah for this chapter. 
In vv. 55-66, the man seems to be speaking again, reanzing not only 

that there is hope for himself, but asking also for the destruction of 
his eneinies. 
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Chapter i. Again, ch. 4 begins with the word, , which also is 
used to int;r;oduce _ch�J. 1, 2. It .. me.ans., "Ala.8_t .how __ .• • .• 1'! 

The unbelievable desolation of Judah is again presented. Cf. v. 12. 
But, by -the last two verses-,- --th-i-s-is -t.o sel'-ve- a-s- - a--war-n-ing to-'!Ild-om-,-It­
and this would mean that every nation on the face of the earth would 
ultimately come under --the judgment of God-. 

Cf. 1 Pet. 4:17; Deut. 30:7; Jer. 25:12-14, 27-29 ff.; Isa. 10::12, 13. 
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5) Chapter 1. This is the prayer of the children. Cf. vv. 3, 7. Chs. 2 
and 4 especially emphasize the effect of the Tii-dgm-ents--upoii -thecnlld­
ren. Cf. 2:11, 12; 4:3, 4, 10. 

I 

I I 
I 

Two lessons seem - to- be prominent:: 
1) ChUdren do not neeclt.Q£QllQw _in_ the s_teps 9fthei_r_p_aren_t_s. 

They can turn to the Lord and find blessing. 
2) In repentance we must turn to the Lor_dLto __ do_His_will before-we­

can see any evidence that He has heard, and before there is a 
si-gn of change -in - our--ci-rcumstanee8.--

Cf. 2 Chron. 7:14. 


