
M1Q-WeeK D1Dle ��UQy - 11/411U 

MALACHI 

His name means, � messenger. Because of its connection with 2:7 and 3:1 
some feel that this may have been a title which the prophet took when he 
entered into his prophetic ministry. 

To set a da'te for his prophecy, we must go mainly by the conditions described 
'in' t'he- book. They seem to fit very well' in·to· the-·d,rys·-o-f-··Ezra and Neh·emiah. 
Cf. Neh. 3:5; 5:1-13; 13:7 ff. Thus it is generally acknowledged that Malachi 
wrote "either'-"biiiit 458 or 432 B.C." (RiibTnsori-;-pp�· r58-;·-159T�-·-

The Temple had been dedicafed about 516 B.C·., so the' sacrificial ministry of 
the . pr_iests had been goiIl8_Cm. fQ!:.CU!!!:JLJlOme.1;..iJl!!l.._ ._._._ . . .  _. 

'rhe .reasons_.for. his. prophecy seems to have-been- twofol-d�--··- ... . _ .. _ . . .  

1) The people weree discouraged becauseo the bright prospects pictured by 
Haggai and Zechariah had not been fulfi·lled'. 

2) The people had slipped back into various sins, the more serious being 
menti·oned specific·ally by Malach-1;· · -(There is on e generaltht 'in ·3:5;) 
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I. Introduction {I: 1). This form, "The burden of the word of the Lord" 
is used only elsewh�J;.e by Zecha.riah. (9::1;.12:_1) • . lts use B.eems to. be 
a confirmation of Zechariah's prophecy in view of the delay which 
his discouraged the people. . .... _._. 

It is impor- II. 1£ Message of Reassurance--concerning God's love for His people (1:2 .. 5). 
tant to· .. ee If the-y-cemparedtheir circumstances with Bdom's ·,-they -cou-ld-s·ee-the _._ . .  

Malachi's evidence of God's blessing. Cf. also 3:6. 
style III. The Rebuke of t'he Pr1ests (t:6.;.2·:-9). Malachi points··out their basTc-·- -· 
(1:2, 6, sin, and then the remedy. 

7;2:14, 17; A. The sin (1:6-14)--tlie corrupTfo-n·of"fneLo·r'j"fs··filfiT,,; ·f.e�, th·e 
3: 7, 8, 13). altar), offering unacceptable sacrifices. 
It is much B. The remedy (2:f-·<j). -WhattheY-;houiit have done is st�ted in vv. 

JjJc-'LI'ayl.' ... s 5-}. What theYhsd dpne, andth.e __ ludgment .. the.Chad _.ensued,.i.n v_v .• . .  

in Romans-- 8, 9. 3.15 Socra.tic .• }. IV. The Rebuke of _th.e...1'.eopl.e .... .(2::LO._KitLJ .• __ ... -.. -. 
A. The Trouble the People Were Having with Each ether (2:10-16). 

···lthad·"ma n if es ted itself in -a -di·s -rega·rd--£or·-God·'-s-·1-a-ws-o £-marriage" 
Some of the people had divorced their wives so that they could 
marry th'e heathen,' a-th1n·g-h·at:e-d····b)'-Goo--th-o-ugh-m,hall-··n·ot-expr·es,red 
Himself in the judgment which was coming. 

B. The Trouble oftlie-P-eopr .. ·.iftIlG·od(Z,f7-4-,6'-: --
.. ·_-

1. Their words which had wearied God (2:17). 
2. The certai;,ly of the com:lngjudgment of God-n-:i::(;) � 
3. Their failure t.o t.i the-.,an illustration . .  oLth.e.ir __ disregard .. f.o:t:...._. 

the Word of God (3:7-15). Note the appeal in 3:7. 
. t1- . .... . . . . . .... . ... . ... . . . . .. .. . .. .. . _ . ... _._ . .. _ ... _-.. ..... , . . . 1 _ • • • _ .  -. • . 

V. The Result (3:16). �I;.S � iT�'�"'V"'fU--�-'�v�ch"l t--'-'" 
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B. The a ppealwithitsprOrti iSe(-4T4-�·o};· ·Not:e-tti""r Ehe···peopTe··" re··· 

commanded to "remember the Law of Moses" just as the priests in 
2-: 5-7 - are "t-01d wn-at-·-lh-ey snould-(fo-�-----'-' .- - ._. - - ---- --�-- .-- -- - - - -


