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"According to the two expressionf, knmlledge and utterance, it must be applied 
here to the new spiritual potlers with whi ch the Spirit had e ndowed the members 
of the Church at Corinth. These vari ous pcwers, whi ch so often in Paul's 
writ.jnP"E bear the name of ;.. ... p(crI-'-o..-r ...... , gifts of I7race, are certainly the 
effects of the supernat.ural JUe due to faith in Christ; but they fit in not
wi thstandi nr to pre-exi sti ng natural aptitudes in indi vi (luals and peoples. 
The Holy Spjrit does not subst.itute Himself for the human soul; He sanctifjes 
it and cons8crates its innat8 talents to th8 service of the worIL:.of,'salvation. 
By thjs new direction, He purjfies and exalts them, and enables them to reach 
their perfect development. This was what had taken place at Corjnth, and jt 
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,las thus especia]]y t.hat the apostoljc ted,jrnony had been djvinely confjrmed 
in this Church. We Fee how Paul stHl carefulJy avoids (alE' in ver. 5) 
speaking of the moral fruIts of the gospel, for thi IE' was the very respect 
in which th"re was a defjcj<'lI1cy, and a grave deficjency, at Curjnth" 
(Godet, I, 55, 5h). � \..0-L fV-A-- � O-J � � k 
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"All that floating mass of thoughts, opinions, maxilms, 
speculatiotlil, hope.,-·im-pulses;a-Un·s, aspirations, at any 
time current in the world, which it may be impossible to 
·seize and accurafely· define, bu t which cons-ti bite a most . __ 1:e_al and effective PCl,..e.r .• be�ng t.�e_moral, or immoral, 
atmosphere which at every moment of our lives we inhale, 
.a.nd again inevitably.to exhale.,--all this is included in 
the G..��v, which is, as Bengel has expressed it, the 
subtle informing.spirit of· the- K�G'.J.."os, or world of men 
who are living alienated and apart from God" (Trench, p. 218). 
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Augustine, however, does not inaptly make frequent use of this declaration 
for maintaining, in opposition to the Pelagians, that whatever there is of 
excellence in mankind, is not implanted in him by nature, so that it could 
be ascribed either to nature or to descent; and farther, that it is:�cquired 
by free will, so as to bring God under obligation, but flows from his pure and 
undeserved mercy. For there can be no doubt that Paul here contrasts the grace 
of God with the merit or worthiness of men (Calvin, XX, p. 159). 
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lithe aorist • • •  cannot merely designate a feeling 
inward giref. It sho\·,s that Paul is thinking of a 
positive, solemn deed, of something like a day of 
repentance and fasting, on which the whole Church before 
the Lord deplored the scandal committed, and cried to 
Him to bring it to an end" (I, 242). 
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"The f o l l owing � i c ture i s  n o t  drawn a t  random , an� ,_. s o.  to 
s p eak , at the good p l e a sureof the autho r .  I t  i s  a s  c l o s e l y  
c onnected with the s t a t e  Qt hi_�_ r!'_'HI":rs aJ3 the forego.ing _ 
p a s s a g e .  I t  i s  a mirror i n  which the Church i s  c a l l e d  t o  __ ___ _ co.n.t.emplat_e_ th.e _humilia.t ing imag e. _ of _.wha t .. _Lt_has -becom e ,  
wh i l e  i t  beho l d s  the s t a t e  wh ich i t  i s  ca l l e d  t o  endeavour 
to act-ta-in . W-h i l e tracing- i·t-.. ----the---",po s·lcle ha s- two - things 
cons tan t l y  b e f or e  h i s  ey e s : on the one hand , the f i gure 

- of Him- - who--:re-a-l-i-z e d  on -earth·- th-e - ideal of a 1  tf-e - o-£ ctlar i ty ; 
on the other , the r emembered s in s  against c ha r i t y  to wh i c h  the 

- - C6riflthians ·ha·d given way in t1ie·--exercT s" of the fiiir gl f t s  
b e s towed o n  their Church, because the u s e  of the had n o t  
been-subord inated \:o f11i " <:ardinal virtu" " ·( Godet , I I ,  243 ,  244) • . . -- -� - --"Alm o s t  a l l  the i n s truct ions o f  the N ew T e s tament are 
sug g e s ted by some oeea s_ion , and are .adap ted_ t o  it.. - - He have 
n o t  in thi s chapter a metho d i c a l  d i s s er ta t ion on C h r i s t ian 
l ove , but an exh i b i t ion · of that - grace· a s  c ontra s t ed w i th 
extraord inary g i f t s  whieh the Corinthians inord ina t e l y  

··vaTu e d .  - Tho s e - tra i t s- �6-F lcnri- a-£e-tlleref"ore - a d d-uc-e-d-- -Whi"ch 
s tood opp o s e d  to the temper "hieh t�ey exh i b i t e d  in the u s e  



\ � -

of their g i f t s .  They wer e impa t i en t ,  d i s c o n t en t e d ,  env i ou s ,  in
f la t e d , s e l f i s h ,  ind ecorou s ,  unmindful of the f e e l ings or 
inter e s t s  of o t her s ,  s u s p i c i ou s ,  r e s en t fu l ,  c en s oriou s .  The 
ap o s t l e  p e r s on f i f i e s  love , and p l a c e s  her b e fore them a n d  

. enum e r a t e s her-- g t ac e s , not i n  l o g ical order , b u t  a·s thei-
o c curred to him in contra s t  to the d e f o rm i t i e s  of char a c t e r  
wh i c h  t h e y  exh i b i t e d "  ( Hodg e ,  26-9): .. _ _  . 
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, "T h e  f r e e  cho i c e  of such a l i f e  can only b e  j u s t i f i ed by t h e  hope 
o f  the mos t exc e l l en t  b l e s s i ng s ,  and th e s e  b l e s s in g s  c on s i s t  by n o  
means o f  c er t a i n  e x t e r n a l  p l e a s u r e s  gran t e d  by way o f  reward , but in 
t h e  s a t i s f a c t i on of the n ob l e s t  and mo s t  e l evated wan t s  of human 
natur e ,  of the a s p i r a t i on a f t er h o l i n e s s  and �e terna l' l i f e .  T o  s e e  
t h e s e  b l e s s in g s  e s c a p e  you , when a l l  i n f e r i o r  on e s  have b e.en s a c r i 
f i c e d  t o  g a in them , - - t o  have r enoun c e d  earth f o r  heaven , a n d  i n s t ea d 
of heaven t o  f ind h e l l ,  l ik e  o t h er s inner s ,  - - f o r  i� i s  � a l va t i on 
that i s  in q u e s t i on h er e ,  --wou l d  not th i s  b e  a s t i l l  s a d d e r  c on d i 
t ion than that o f  wor l d l y  men who a t  l ea s t  a l l owed t h em s e l v e s  on 
the earth a c om f or ta b l e  l i f e  and the lawfu l p l ea su r e s  wh i c h  were 
w i t h i n  their r e a c h ?  To the s u f f e r i n g s  a c cumu l a t e d  during t h i s  l i f e  
t h e r e  wou l d  come t o  b e  a d d e d  t h e  m o s t  c ru e l  d e c ep t i on a f t e r  t h i s  
l i f e "  ( Vo l .  I I ,  p p .  349,  3 5 0 ) .  
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