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|William M. Taylor, in his book, David, King of Israel (p. 264) says,

"Not without the desepesi reluctance do I compel myself to-night %o

make public allusien to the great blemish of David's career. Willingly
would I have passed it over in-silence, or attempted, like Noah's sons,
to go backward and drop over it the mantle: of concealment. But to have
done that would only have been to leave out of the Psalmist's history
its most seolemn lesson, while it would have rendered all but unintellig-
ible to you the appalling calamities that came upon him in his later
days. Hence, I can see no way of evading the consideration of this
painful subject, and my earnest prayer is that the God of purity may

so guide me that I shall speak only words of wisdom,"
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I. The Heading (v, 1 )-eﬁelling when and why the Psalm was written.

II. Introduction (vv. 2-4)--praising the Lord for what He is,
ITI. What -The-Lord Had Done POR-David (vv. 5-20).
'IV. WHY Thé Lord Had Done It (¥, 21-28), =
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"It belongs ry nature of truly penitential prayer,
" that the person praying takes all the blame upon hlmself
acknowledges before God that he alone ig deserving of
punishment, and does not dwell wpon the cemplicity of
others for the sake of palliating his own 8in in the sight
of God" (X & D, 510)
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