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"Grace"--what is that? The word means first--love in exerGise 
to those who are below the lover, or who deserve something 
else; stooping love that condescends, and patient love that­
forgives. Then it means the gifts which such love bestows, 
and then it means the effects of these gifts in the beauties 
of character and conduct developed in the receiver" ( Maclaren, 
Col. & Phile., p. 18). 
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"Let us beware of an intelleotual snobbery in our varied apprehBnsions� 
of Christian truth, and let us emulate his keen desire to appreciate 
the beginnings of faith, however small. After all, there is an 
eternity of difference between a converted and an unoonverted man. 
If a man knows the Lord, let us thank God for that miraole of graoe, 
even if the im .... turll brother has muc!l to learn. Paul has set the 
pattern for our approaoh to every form of immaturity. Let us begin 
by giving thanks for what there is, and then go on to pray for what 
is needed. This is the way to deliver from immaturi�, and to lead 
a believer or a Church to a fuller growth in Christ" (Cragg, Herbert W., � � Suffioiency of Jesus Christ, p. 23). 
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of the Soythians. In the reign of Josiah hordes of these northern 
barbarians had deluged Palestine and a great part of Western Asia 
• • • The inoident indeed is passed over in silence in the historioal 
books; but the terror inspired by these invaders had found expression 
in the prophets (Ezek. xxxviii, xxxix, Jer. 1. 13 sq., vi. l·:sq.), 
and they left behind them a memorial in the Greek name of Beth-
shean, EKI) (l::i" 1TO),.S(. • • oomp. Judges i. 27 LXX) or'iK" QbTTO)o..,S' 
whioh seems to have been derived from a settlement on this oooasion" 
(Lightfoot, p. 285). 
" • • •  the desoription of them given by Herodotus in book i? of his 
history represents a raoe of savages, inhabiting a region of rather 
indefinite boundaries, north of the Blaok and Caspian seas and the 
Cauoasus Mountains. They were nomads'who nei ther ploW_� __ lI.or 1t� 
(iv. 19), moving about in wagons and oarrying their dwellings with them 
(ib, 46); they had the most filthy habits and never washed in water 



(ib, 75); they drank the blood of the first enemy kHledin--battle, 
and made napkins of the sca�ps and drinking bowls of the skulls of 
the slain (ib, 64-65), and theysaerHteed every hundredth man taken 
in warto this deity. War was their chief business, and they were a 
terrific scourge to the nations of Western Asia -. • •  It is supposed 
that· a company of- -them.se:ttlecLin.Betil-shean, .and--from-this_circumstance __ _ _ 
it received the name Scythopolis. Various branches of the race appeared 
at different times, among the most noted of which were the �arthians" 
(ISBE, IV, 2706). . 
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