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Calvin has an excellent statement regarding what Paul 1.s beginning to do 
in v. 12: 

Again he returns to tha.nksgiving, that he may take this opportunity 
of enumerating the blessings which had been conferred upon them 
through Christ, and thus he ent'eis upon a full delineation of 
Christ (italics 'iiiTne-Y:-For this was the-onlY,'remedy for fortify­
ing the Colossians against all the snares, by which the false 
Apostles endeavoured to entrap them -- to understand accurately 
what Christ was. For how comes it that we are carried wout with 
.!.Q. !!!!illY lliru!g� doct'rines, (Heb. xiii. 9,) but because the -­
excellence of Christ is not perceived by us? For Christ alone 
makes all other things suddenly vanish. Hence there is nothing 
that Satan so much endeavours to accomplish as to bring on mists 
with the view of obscuring Christ, because he knows that by this 
means the way is opened' up for' every- kind of ,falsehood. This, 
therefore, is the only means of retaining, as well as restortAg 
pure doctrine -- to place Christ before the view such as he 
with all his bleSSings, that his excellence may be truly 
perceived. 

Thus he calls this 
the main article of this first chapter; for his grand object here 
is that we may know that Christ is the beginning, xk. middle, and 
end -- that it is from him that all things must be sought -- that 
nothing is, or can be found, apart from him. 

Vol. XXI, 145, 146. 
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Regarding v. 17 -- " The shadow is the intended likeness of the 
substance. In other words, Christianity was not fashioned to 
resemble Judai'., but Judaism was fashioned to resemble Christianity. 
The antitype is not constructed to bear a likeness to the type, 
but the type is constructed to bear a likeness to the antitype. 
It is, in short, because of the ant-itype tha� the �ype e�is�s.-
The Mosaic economy being a rude draught of Christianity, presupposed 
its future existence.'· 

� �,'I 
-\'_ '1--0£). 

"The whole process was a cardinal mistake, for it was a system 
of externals, both in ceremonial and ethics. The body might b .. · 
reduced, but the evil bias might remain unchecked'. !!!!!.!!. might 
whip and fast himself into a walking skeleton, and yet the 
spirit within him might have all its lusts unconquered', for all 
it had lost was only the ability to gratify them" ( Eadie, p. 206). 
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� �� � 1J' ���\W��: 
"Wouldest thou then be able to speake fitly, and to good purpose on every 
occasion, as in one particular case, in time of distress, in time of 
trouble, and vexation of body or mind, wouldest thou be able to speak a 
word of comfort, and as the Prophet saith, Isa. 50:4, know to minister a 
word in time to him that is weary? Oh then let thy tongue be ever powdered 
with the salt of grace, have in thy mouth at all other times (italics mine) 
gracious speeches, and certainly then thou-Shalt not be to seek of sweet 
and comfortable words in time of need. Many come to their friends whom 
they love well, and wish well unto, in time of their trouble, haply lying 
on their sick beds, and are not able to afford them one word of spiritual 
comfort, only they can use a common form of speech, ask them how they do, 
and say, they are sorry to see them 80, and then they have done: here is 
� special cause £i !! (italics mine), their mouths are not seaso�with 
gracious speeches at other times (italics mine); and so it comes to pass 
that when they ahould, and (it may be) would use gracious and comfortable 
words, they cannot frame themselves to them, but even then also, they are 
out of season with them; learn thou therefore to acquaint thy self with 
holy and religious speeches, let thy mouth at other times (italics mine) 
be exercised in speaking graciously, and then (doubtless) though thou canst 
not speak so eloquently, as some that foa�out nothing but goodly speeches, 
yet thou shalt be able to speak to better purpose, because (indeed) it is 
not man's wit, but God's grace, that seasons speech, and makes it profitable 
and comfortable.1\ 
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