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THE APOSTLE PAUL'S TIMELESS CHARGE 
2 Tim. 3:13-4:5 

Intro: Three times in 1 and 2 Timothy Paul speaks of � charge 
( 1 Tim. 5:21; 2 Tim. 2:14; and here--4:1) . 

� � � charge? Originally it referred to orders 
that some person would reoeive under oath. It involves 
the issuing of orders with the understanding that the 
person who reoeives them is commissioned with the 
responsibility of seeing that they are carried out. 

In ch. 2 Paul had likened the Christian life to that 
of a soldier. Perhaps that is his thought here. 
Timothy is being given his orders. But Timothy is" 
under orders in another sense. IN BOTH OF THESE 
EPISTLES WHICH PAUL WROTE TO HIM, PAUL REFERS "TO HIM
SELF AS, "an apostle of Jesus Christ" ( 1 Tim. 1:1; 
2 Tim. 1:1). 

So he is anxious to impress upon Timothy the authori
tative nature of what he has to say. 

But why1 Paul was not one who liked to throw his 
weight around, as "we say. 

No. There are probably two answers to this question. 

First, because Paul was writing in this epistle about 
the future condition of the world--and it �s the 
darkest, gloomiest picture possible. If �mm�ne had 

never read any part of the Bible except 2 Tim. 3, he 
would be forced to admit that there was some truth in 
the Bible at least. It describes conditions today 
with amazing accuracy. This was no time for theories. 
If Paul knew how to meet these conditions, this was 
the time and place for him to write about them. 

But a second reason for Paul's emphasis on his apostle
ship at this point was that, as far as we know, this 
Was his last epistle. Rea;d 2 Tim. 4:6-8. Timothy 
was a younger man. He does not seem to have been the 
man physically or spiritually that Paul was, but God 
nevertheless had called him into the work of the 
ministry. Could Paul point to � thing in the 
ministry which �� supreme importance which � 
� Timothy's attention above everything else? 

The ministry has gotten so cluttered up these days 
with so many things one sometimes wonders how much we 
preachers really know about the true nature of our 
work. 
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So, as a parting shot, Paul is going to single out one thing 
whioh is, on the one hand, the most important thing in the 
ministry, and, seoondly, the only way to meet the needs of 
people who are caught in the awful oonditions whioh Paul has 
just desoribed. 

� .!!. � charge? 

I. THE CHARGE (2 Tim. 4.2). He is to "preaoh the Word." 

Wha t Word? The Word he has been talking about all through 
the epistle, 

(1) "The word of God" (2:9). 
(2) "The word of truth" (2:15). 
(3) "The truth" (4:4). 
«(.) "All scripture" (3.16, 17). 

God has spoken to men, and his message has been written. 
And Paul wants Timothy to know that the most important 
task of a preacher, or any Christian for that matter, is 
to see that this word which has been written is published 
openly, proclaimed publicly, so that every person on the 
face of the earth has a chance to hear it. 

He tells how it s hould be done (2 Tim. 4.2b). (Explain 
the terms.) 

He tells before whom this charge is being given (2 Ti�. 
4:la). In the light of this)oan we not believe that God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ are keenly interested 
in what is said here this morning1 

But he also tells us the urgency behind this charge. 
JESUS CHRIST IS COMING AGAIN. Everything is moving toward 
an end. He is the Judge. He will establish His Kingdom 
on the earth. The One whom men pay little or no attention 
to now will one day be King of kings and Lord of lords. 
The world may not know this, but we know it, and we are 
under divine orders this morning to see that the whole 
world has the opportunity to hear it. 

I believe with all my heart that this is just as much our 
charge as it was a charge for Timothy. 

Having seen what the charge is, let us now examine the 

II. THREE BASIC REASONS FOR THE CHARGE, as brought out by 
Paul in this section of Scripture. 

A .  It is only through the Word o f  God that we oan find 
the truth about salvation. Cf. 2 Tim. 3.14, 15. 
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Don't answer this question audibly, nor raise your 
hand, but 1. wonder how � E! you !!!. saved this 
morning. 

Some object to the word, saved, but I make no apology 
for usi ng it. It is a goOdlB:ible word. It means 
saved from the judgment of God, saved from the conse
quences of our sins. 

But now, if I were to ask you, How do you know you are 
saved? how would you answer me? 

You would probably start quoting verses of Scripture. 
Cf. Acts 16.31; Rom. 5:9; John 3:16, 17. 

What would you really be telling me? You would be 
say ing that your authority for saying that you are 
saved IS -THE WORD OF GOD1 And you would be absolutely 
right. 

But, let me ask another question: How did you find 
out that you needed to be saved? 

Again you would come back at me with Scripture: Rom. 
3,23; Isa. 53:6a; Rom. 3:10-19, and others. 

Not only that, but you were "born again, not of 
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever" (1 Pet. 
1,23). 

Why sh ould we preach the Word? Because it is the only 
way any ma n  will ever learn what his need is, what 
has been done to meet that need, i.e., how he can be 
saved. 

B. This book is different from any other book that has 
ever been written: IT IS " INSPIRE D OF GOD." 

The Bible came into existence because "holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit" 
(2 Pet. 1:21). 

It is verbally inspired, not just the thoughts. 

It is without error. It is "the word of truth." 

It is "forever settled in:heaven" (Paa. 119:89). 

No wonder Paul rejoiced as he did in 1 Thess. 2:13. 
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But what is really the main point that Paul is making 
in this grand declaration concerning the Scriptures? 
It is this. WE MUST CONTINUE TO PREACH THE WORD 
BECAUSE CHRISTIANS NEED THE TRUTH. WITHOUT IT THEY 
WI L L  REMAIN IN SPIRITUAL INFANCY, AND THE WORK OF GOD 
COME TO A STANDSTILL. Note 2 Tim. 3.l6b, 17. 

We never outgrow our need for the Word. The world 
needs it, Yes. But Christians do too. And in our 
ministry we must never forget that the Word must be 
taught to believers, faithfully, patiently, and 
simply. 

Much more could be said along this line, but let me 
hasten to my last pOint. 

C. THE WORD OF GOD MUST BE PREACHED BECAUSE MEN WI L L  CON
TINUE TO NEED IT EVEN THOUGH THEY DO NOT WANT IT. 

Cf. 2 Tim. 4.3, 4. 

As Christians, as a church, we are faced with two 
alternatives. 

(1) Will we give men what they want to hear? or 
(2) Will be give them what God wants them to hear, 

and what they need to hear? 

We are in those times that Paul was talking about. 
I used to think that people would flock to hear the 

Word of God--but they won'tl 

How perilously close the Church is today to the brink 
of disaster beoause we are giving men what they want, 
not what they need. 

Note Paul in Corinth: 1 Cor. 1:17, 18; 2:1-5. 

Conel: In spite of how unpopular the preaching of the Word 
may become, may we never turn from it, and may we 
believe that this, and this slone, will bring the 
blessing of God. 

The world today is saying, "Give us entertainment." 
And some Christians think that they is the way the 
world can be reached. But God still says, "Preach 
the Word"--patiently, lovingly, faithfully, spreading 
the light of salvation in a world that has lost its 
way in the darkness of sin. 


