
TFI� CCFIT'lG J·Tn_)r�l1!;�·,\:rJ� OF 'l'H}� l·r.,\rllTnl\t� 
,Toel 3 :1-17 

Intra: Dr. Feinberg says about thts cha.pter, "Ho prophet of 
the Old Testament has 8. more �mportant rev"le.tion of th( 

end t,jmes than the one nm. bAfore us in the third chapter" 
(Joel, Amor, and Obadiah, p. 32). 

He :l.s concerned Hj th the Day of the J,ord--that prophetic period 
Hhich fonoHs the Re.pturp. of the Church and "hich jncludes 
The Great TrIbulatjon and the Hillennial Reir;n of Chrtst, 
separated by the Return of Chri.s1, to the earth! 

Christ Hin COme to the earth after the Great Tribulation. He 
"in come for the Church before the Tribulation. 

the periQCi. lCPOHD a� 
The neriod ,.,hich 1·Tin start after the Rapture �s .i� � days, 
or thos§ Qa.Y§, or .The Day of the �, for Israel and for the 
nattons of the ea�th! 

Everything in the Tribulation points ahead to the comjng of the 
Lord; everything in the Hinennium is the rspult of Hjs coming. 
The Trjbulatjon ,Till be the time of Israel's greatest sufferj.ng; 
the HHlennium HHI be the time of Israel's f(Teatest blessinr,! 

The pOHer of the Genti.le nations over Israel Hill reach its. zenith in the Great Tribulation. This 'rill bring to an end the 
tjmes of the GentUes." Cf. Luke 21:24. THEREFORE, ONE OF THE 
F1RST THInGS THAT THE LORD HILL DO IHlEN llE RJ\TUmB TO REIGN 
OVER ISRAEl. IS TO FIl!G .THE 9ENTI!ES, NO T AS HATIONS, BUT JiS 
INDIVIDUALS, .TO JUDG1·IENT. 

This is Joel's :mbjoct in Joel 3:1-17. 

The p1an,;oes Uke this: 
1) He, the Lord, talks about th� nations (vv. l-3). 
2) He talks to the nations (vv. 1,-11). 
3) He talks about them again (vv. 12-16 ) . 
1f) Finally, He speaks to·Jsra.el (v. 17). 

Bl'.t ue can also see this in chapter 3, verses 1-17: 
1) 1he .ti� of t.he 5udr,ment of the nations (v. ],). 
2 ) The lli�a.£§ of the jud",ffient (v. 2). 
3) The reason for the jud",ffient (vv. 3-8). 
4) 'The resistance to the juclr,ment (vv. 9-11). 
5) The certainty and extent of the .iudpmsnt. (vv. 12-1/,) . 
6) The results "'hich Hill accompanv and fol101·r the jud",ffient 

(vv .-f5-17) . 

. " 

Tonircht He "'ill fo1].o101 this second divisj.on of t.he verses of 
our t.ext. 



, . 

It. ",Hl te,ke place ",hen t.he Lord brings to an end, once and 
for all t.imes, t.he capt.ivit.y of Israel. Cf. v. 17b. 
There is no nuest.i.on but. t.hat. t.his 1'li 11 t.a.1te place at the 
Secon d Cominr, of Christ t.o t.he earth. Cf. Zech. ::l. 

Obviously, the Gentiles are j udge d by their treatment of 
Isrc.eJ dnring the tjrae of the GrAat Tdbulat.ion. BTlT, the 
",]ent,j on of Tyre and .s iClon and Ph5.J5stia ceoes back te> the 
Mmes immediately fo11ol-lin,'; Jehoshanhat in Jude,h 1{hen 
the Ph.�J_:i stines :invaded Judah, takine a:Hay the Id.]1,p,'s sub­
stanco a.nd his sons, and sold them to the Phoenicians 
(Tc'Te fend Sj don beine: citj es of Phoenicia). Therefore, 
thefr proxinli ty of theso nati.ons to Israel ne>r the ant,i.­
qui.ty of thei_r sins "Hl escape the notice of God j n those 
days--even though Jehormn deserved ,That they diel. to h:iJn! 

Ge>d may he>ld Hi.s silence of hun dreds Hnd someti",es thou­
sands of years, but ev entually the dn.;,' of ,iud"ment comes! 

Note: Thoft" lJave been cri.mes ar,ainst J ehe>vah H;rnself! 
Cf. v. 2, "My neaple . . . My herj tage, Isr�'.el • 

rtf land; v. 3, "1':1:!, people ; v. I�, "Hen; v. 5, tiNy silver and 
Hy Gold • • • J.!y precious things." 

Cf. Natt. 25: 31-1,'" for these same h,o ideas: 
1) The nations jndp,ed for thei.I' treatment of Isr8.el--O-s 

an jndication of their faith. 
2) The fact that God take s  "hat they did as bej.ng again­

st Him. 

"!ere is Arr12,p,eddon. Cf. Rov. ]/': 110; 19: 11-21. Ty,Gre "HI 
be mHJj ons of Gent.j les in the land at that time, and they 
Hnl all be brour,ht to judp,r1ent in spite of their jntense 
preparat ion for T/W.r againflt Israel. 

He talk today about disarmament; T){S \,!rplJ) HAS YET TO Sl\l\ 
ITS (',RT':P'I'F.BT ARHS Meg as predicted here by the nronhet 
Joe}. 



1) 

2) 

3) 

Ar",ies from heaven, anr,elic beinf,s, Hill assist our Lord in 
this .iudr:ment. Cf. Rev. 19:11,-16; Hatt. 25:31, 32. They 
are the ones addressod Hith the "rords, "Pnt in the sickle." 
Cf. Rp-v. 1/,:11,,-20. The book of the Revel,,+,;on ma1ces it 
clear that, "rh:i1e God's jud'Slllent of the nations ,,,iJJ take 
on final and tr8mendous dimensions at the close of the 
Trj,bulati,on, yet th8 GentHes ,611 exp8T'ience Eis judgment 
in various Hays throU1';hout the last 3-� vears. 

Cf. for v. 15, 2:30, 31. The difference is that in ch. 2 

the prophet is toUin[C bo", tHs "li11 affAct Israel; in ch. 
3, hOH it,I,lill affect the Gentile nations. 

Fi'1pJ Jy, t.here Hi 11 be the lmiversal r"coreni tion of Jehovah, 
the (',od of Israel o,nd of t,he nations--that \-Thich God has 
bA8n seekinl'( to make Y.:n01m from the very be1';;,nnj ne: of 
Israel's h::l_story as a nat.ion. Cf. Exodus. 

See 8.lso Phn. 2:5-11. 

Hhat are ue to learn from these veTses? Lot me sU"f',est 
throe outstanding and very apparent lec;sons: 

\'Ie must never mistake the silence of God. 
1-Ie cannot overestimate the love of God for His people. 
Recardless of men and nations, the Lord ,liJl see all of 
m,s purposes fnJJy accomplished ",ith His Son rd-icn:;,np: 
as King of kings and Lord of lords, over all the earth! 


