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THE CCGAING JIALRNT OF THY [F2TTOIR

Intro: Dr., Feinberg says about this chapter, "No prophet of

the 01d Testament has a more important revelation of tht
end times than the one now before us in the third chapter"
(Joel, Amos, and Cbedish, p. 32).

He is concerned with the Day of the Lord--that prophetic period
which follows the Rapture of the Church end which includes

The Great Tribulation and the Millennial Reipgn of Christ,
senarated by the Return of Christ to the earthl

Christ will come to the earth after the Great Tribulation. He
will come for the Church before the Tribulation.

d kno
The veriod which will start after the ant %gjgs %ﬁ 4 E days,
or those days, or The Day of the Lord, for Tsrael and for the
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nations of the earth!

Bverything in the Tribulation points ahead to the coming of the
Lord; everything in the Millennium is the result of His coming.
The Tribulation will be the time of Israel's greatest suffering;
the Millennium will be the time of Israel's greatest blessing!

The power of the Gentile nations over Israel will reach its
zenith in the Great Tribulation. This will bring to an endﬂghg
times of the Gentiles.' Cf. Luke 21:2/, THERETFORE, ONE OF THE
FIRST THINGS THAT THE LORD WILL DO WHEN HE RETURMS TG REIGN
OVER ISRAEL IS TC BRING THE GENTILES, NOT AS NATIONS, BUT AS
INDIVIDUALS, TO JUDGLENT.

This is Jeel's subject in Joel 3:1-17.

The plan goes like this:
1) He, the Lord, talks about the nations (vv. 1-3).
R) He talks to the nations (vv, 4-11),
3) He talks about them again (vv. 12-16).
/) Tinally, He spesks to Israel (v. 17).

But we can also see this in chapter 3, verses 1-17:
1) The %time of the iudgment of the nations (v. 1).
2) The Egace of the judement (v. 2).

3) The reason for the ﬂudvment (vv. 3-8).

5) The certainty and extent of the judement (vw. 12-14).
A) The results which will accompany and follow the judement

Tonisht we will follow this second division of the verses of
our text.
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Tt will take place when the Lord brings to en end, once and
for all times, the captivity of Israel., Cf. v. 17b.

There is no aue sbion but that this will take place at the
Second Coming of Christ to the earth. Cf. Zech. 8.

T EAOE OF CME SDGEET (v. 2],

It will take place in "the valley of Jehoshaphat!—mention-
only here and in v, 12. TUndoubledly the neme is conrected
in thoughtwith 2 Chron., 20, But the exact location is not
known although it has to be rear Jerusalem, Jehoshaphat

'¢°A?&7 AQPIHGUHS, Jehovah judres~-therefore the sicnificence of the
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“name here., M=o called Ao \J'a-\\e,\l of decision -

TEODMASCN PCNOPHR ST 0 (vve 2eT 5
Obviously, the Gentiles are judged by their treatment of
Iarpel duvring the time of the Great Tribulation., BUT, the
nention of Tyre and Sidon and Philistia moes hack to the
times immediately followinz Jehoshaphat in Judah when

the Philistines invaded Judah, taking away the kings sub-
stance and his sons, and sold them to the Phoenicians
(Trre and Sidon being cities of Pheenicia). Therefore,
thefy proxinity of these nations to Israel nor the anti-
aquity of their sins will escape the notice of God in those
days~—even though Jehoram deserved vhat they did to him!

God may hold His silence of hundreds and somefimes thou-
gands of yvears, but eventually the day of judsment comes!

Note: Thore have been crimes against Jehovah Himself!

Cf. v. 2, "My veople . . . My heritage, Israel . . .
My land; v. 3, "ty peonle; v. 4, "Me"; v. 5, "Mr silver and
My gold . . . My precious things."

Cf., Matt. 25:31=4~ for these same two ideas:
1) The nations judged for their treatment of Israel--as
an jindication of their faith,
2) The fact that God takes what they did as being again-
st Him.

T e . somwy pc mrrl psoae cosmn fo - 3
PIE ESRISTAIGE TO OIS MG lnd {(vv. 9133,

Yere is Armegeddon. Cf. Rev, 14:16; 19:11-21. There will
be millions of Gentiles in the land at that time, and they
will all be brousght to judsment in spite of their intense
preparation for war against Israel,

We talk today about disarmament; THR WCRID HAS YET TO STR
ITS rPTATEST ARMS RACE as predicted here by the vronhet
Joel,
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Armies from heaven, angelic beings, will assist our Lord in
this judement. Cf. Rev. 19:14-16; Matt. 25:31, 32. They
are the ones addressed with the words, "Put in the sickle.,"
Cf. Rev. 14:1/~-20. The book of the Revelation makes it

on final and tremendous dimensions at the close of the
Tribulation, yet the Gentiles will experience His judgment
in various ways throughovt the last 3% vears.

T TINULTE (vv. 15-17).

Cf. for v. 15, 2:30, 31, The difference is that in ch. 2

the prophet is telling how this will affect Israel; in ch.
3, how it will affect the Gentile nations.

Tor v. 16 to be fulfilled, the Lord must be on earth!

Finally, ‘there will be the universal recognition of Jehovah,
the (GGod of Israel and of the nations~-that which God has
been seekins to meke Jmown from the very beginning of
Israel's history as a nation. Gf. Exodus.

See also Phil. 2:5-11,

Conel: What are we to learn from these verses? Let me sucgest

1)
2)
3)

three outstanding and very anparent lessons:
We must never mistake the silence of God.
lJe cannot overestimate the love of God for His people.
Regardless of men and nations, the Lord will see all of
His murposes fully accomnlished with His Son reirmning
as King of kings and Lord of lords, over all the earth!



