THE GOSPEL AND THE SERPENT
Num, 21:5=9

Ly
Intre: The Gespel ig present”in many different ways, beth in

the OT and the NT.

See eur sanction from the Lerd Himself fer leeking fer the Ges-
pel in eur text. The NT passage is Jehn 3314, 15.
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Was painful. One writer says, "It heated and enflamed
the bleed so that every vein became a beiling river,
swellen with anguish" (Spurgeon, Vel. 25, p. 592).

Cf. Bx. 2:23.

Brought death. Cf. Rem. 6:23,

Was the same for all. Cf. Rom. 3:23; Isa. 5336.
INTERCESSOR: MOSES -- ALSO A TYPE OF CHRIST.

Isa. 53:12; 1 Tim, 2:5.

THE REMEDY: THE BRAZEN SERPENT, A TYPE OF CHRIST.
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This must be related te Gen. 3 and Satan.

Cf.

Gal. 3:13; 2 Cer. 5:21; Isa. 53310,

Note the specific details.
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Given by Ged. The Israelites had ne selutien fer their
ewn preblem. '

Given threcugh grace. It was completely undeserved. Cf.
Eph. 2:8, 9.

Only one remedy. If they rejected this, there was ne
ether hepe., Cf. Jehn 14:6; Acts 4312,

Had to be personal. When the peeple realized their cen-
ditien, and their need, then they were epen te the reme-
dy. The Lord did net save them as a nation, but ene by
one,

By faith. Net fer any work, but by a loek. Cf. Tit.



Num. 21:5-9  (2)
3:5; Eph. 2:4-9.
P. Instantaneous, Cf. 1 John 5:12; Jehn 5:24.

G. Permanent. Cf. Jehn 5:24. O0Of course, there was nothing
to keep a man from being bitten again and again, but
the record has te de with one bite!

~ Cf. Jehn 10:27, 28; Rem. 8:35-39.
Tonn e eves all sevewn o% Xhe r‘w_(;e‘c\.'\mtg Points.
Cencl: Nete hew this ties tegether salvatien in the 0T and sal-
vatien in the NT,

Twofeld applicatiens

1 Praise and wership from these of us whe are saved.

2) Hepe fer these whe are saved -- but the need is urgent. No
time can be lest. " . . . behold, now is the accepted time;
beheld, new is the day of salvation" (2 Cer. 6:2b).

Read Spurgeon's stery ef the man who died from the cobra bite.
(Typed en the fellewing page.)



SPURGEON - — Volo 25, ppo 591’ 5920

"What an awful thing it is te be bitten by a serpent! I
dare say some of yeu receliect the case of Gurling, one ef the
keepers of the reptiles in the Zoelegical Gardens. It happpened
in Octeber, 1852, and therefere some of you will remember it.
This unhappy man was abeut to part with a friend whe was going
to Australia, and accerding to the wont ef many he must needs
drink with him. He drank considerable quantities of gin, and
though he would prebably have been in a great passion if any one
had called him drunk, yet reason and common-sense had evidently
beceme everpowered. He went back to his pest at the gardens
in an excited state. He had some menths before seen an exhibi-
tion ef snake-charming, and this was on his poor muddled brain.
He must emulate the Egyptians, and play with serpents. First he
took out of its cage a Merocco venem-~snake, put it reund his
neck, twisted it about, and whirled it round about him. Happily
fer him it did net areuse itself so as to bite. The assistant-
keeper cried eut, 'For Ged's sake put back the snake,' but the
feelish man replied, 'I am insgpired.' Putting back the venem-
snake, he exclaimed, 'Now for the cobra.' This deadly serpent
was semewhat torpid with the cold of the previeus night, and
therefere the rash man placed it in his bosem till it revived,
and gilded dewnward till its head appeared belew the back ¢f his
waigtceat. He took it by the bedy, abeut a foet from the head,
and then seized it lower down by the ether hand, intending te
held it by the tail and swing it round his head. He held it for
an instant oppesite to his face, and like a flash ef lightning
the serpent struck him between the eyes. The bleed streamed
down his face, and he called fer help, but his cempanien fled in
herror; and, as he teld the jury, he did net kmew hew leng he
was gone, fer he was 'in a maze.' When assistance arrived Gur-
ling was sitting on a chair, having restered the cebra to its
place. He said, 'I am a dead man.' They put him in a cab, and
teok him te the hespital. First his speech went, he ceuld only
point to his peer throat and mean; then his vision failed him,
and lastly his hearing. His pulse gradually sank, and in ene
heur frem the time at which he had been struck he was a cerpse.
There was only a little mark upen the bridge of his nese, but
the peison spread over the body, and he was a dead man. I tell
you that sto that you may use it as a parable and learn never
te play with sin, and also in erder te bring vividly befere yeu
what it is to be bitten by a serpent."”



