
THE C,HJ·�AT AND Ti"JiItJBm DAY OF 'l'HS LORD 
Joel 2:1-11 

Inj;ro: Perhaps it is not quite accurate to entitle one message 
in thj.s prophecy, The Grea1i and Terrible Day 0:1; the 

Lord, because the whole book deals ,Tith this subject. t-\-o \:.s 
'1- . . ,)\\,"!>\�) �·.I4-. �A-.d..\t;u , 11\ ..... -t''''a..-t (.\.0..,(" l"b'.\Q'.). 
HOHever, this is the chapter Hhere Joel first describes it 
somel{hat in detail. And, if Joel was the first of the writing 
prophets, as 1·/9 believe he is, then this is the first descrip­
tion that Has ever given. 

In Deut. 28 Hoses had antiCipated this "day" without actually 
naming it. HEHE, JOEL TELLS US JUST ,mAT IT WILL HEAN TO 
ISRAEl •• 

But, "e need to ask ourselves: When "ill this "day" be? 

It is very similar to another "day" ",hich is mentioned in the 
NT: "the day of Jesus Christ" (Phil. 1:6). 

The context of the passages tell us that these d� anticipate 
tHO of the greatest events in all of history: 

1) "The day of Jesus Christ," the NT expression, js the day 
,{hen the Lord Jesus Christ returns for His Church. He 
spea], of it as, The Rapture. That j.s the event for wbich 
"e all are nOH l;aiting. 

2) "The day of the Lord" (Jehovah), is the day when Jesus 
Cbrist "ill return to the earth to reign. It is preceded 
by The Great Trjbulatj.on, and it is folloHed by Christ I s 
millennial reign upon the earth. All of this takes place 
after the Church has been removed. 

So, without mentioning the first cOming of Ghrist, and ;Tithout 
saying anything about thj.s present age in ,Ihich He are living 
(because nothing had been revealed about it as such), Joel 
directs his attention especia�ly to the terrible ,iud.'Ollents 
100hich lead up to the second coming of the Messiah, the Great 
Tribulation. That is \-There He are tonight in the book. 

It is important to have these details in mind. 

But nOH let uS see the relationship beh/een chapter 1 and chap­
ter 2 in Joel. 

In chapter 1 Joel is describing a plague ,/hich has already 
taken place. In fact, Israel is right in the midst of it. It 
has come for the very reasons described by 110ses in the book of 
Deuteronomy-the disobedience of the people. BlYE GOD RAISED UP 
JOEJ" '1'0 LF.T THEM ::.EE THAT THE JUDGNENT THEY ,/ERE EXPERIENCING 
HAS DFSIGNF.J) BY GOD TO AHAI(EJ� ISRAEL TO THE FAC'r THA'r AN EVEN 



GRC:AT'cH JUDG>f!;�NT HAS CGlHNG II" THr�Y F�HSIST}�D III 1'1f':rR cITS­
OBEDIENCE, AND HE EVEJif DE3CRIBES WHAT THAT JUDGHENT HILL BE 
LIKE "UNDER THE TI1AGTiliY DRAvm FROB THAT OF THE CALANITI THEN 
ENGROS!",ING THE AFFLICTED NATION" (JFB, IV, 515). 

This was the 1-lork of the priests (cf. Num. 10:8) . And this 
is one reason they had been addressed in l:13ff. 

? vThy the emphasis upon "Zion"? Because this was the place 
-;',«," 

J
, Hhere the presence of God "las manifested, and the place 

.("\Q."'''>''' "here the Hessiah would come (see 3:16). IF ZION W<:RE IN 
\-1'-'<> ,<,'" ","'-' TROUBLE, THEN NO PAIlT OF THE LAND HAS SECURE! And so he 
',<' � \'? � "also addresses "all the inhabitants of the land." 

. u"- c.� �� . 
-1---' � � "'-
",,'C>o- ...: .. Notice the times Joel mentions Zicm: 2:15, 23, 32; 3:16, 
"' .,," 

-...;,< 17, 21. 

II. ·-'�rF�t�T��;· c:�'� 1_�'Fr:: ::�_7}y'r: ·-:::T--·t:�:�l::er fro:'('\ tho dC"L-,::<i.J_s of 

-G:,10 plc.r,ne of lOCI)'EtS (2!2-10). 

Notice all of the figm'es of speech in these verses. 

After 
Horst 
Lord. 

having said in 1:2 that the plac;ue of locusts Has the 
ever, so nOlf this can be said about lithe day of the 

(See. v. 2 of ch. 2). 

This Hhole passage indicates the course that the Horld Hill 
take right up to the coming of the Lord--that it Hill not 
get better, but 1·TOrse. 

T1fo ideas are here: 
1) 

2) 

Nothing can be more terrorizing tha�for day to 
be turned into night. Cf. v. 10; 2:31; 3:15. 
But it ,'ill come Hith the suddenness and univer­
sality of the "morning spread upon the mountains." 

Do Lil:o a i':iTe (v. 3). Note the significance of lithe 
garden of Eden." Contrast also Isa. 51:3; Ezek. 
36:35. 

Hen talk about Israel blossoming "like a rose" today, 
but that tjme hae not yet come. Cf. Isa. 35:1. 

C L",·,.',-.�." ' 1 0-'��""(:' "'111 � 1 -;'�l'-io+<'l -in h2++10 al'l""'V (,F\r /, r.;). • ,-; ! .c , __ . ' ." _' <.-1-I �, � • .  ,-, . .  _ �',". ___ ._ J"._ � I.-�,i • ,. , ,.. 

The head of a locust is similar to that of a horse, 
and so the comparison is very fitting. 

The �.x and the fire make a terrifying prospect. 



rn. 

IJQ.t� :  v. 6 is almost parenthetical, shoHine the effect of 
th� day at this point--1"ith more to come. The 
nmscles in the faces of the people �THI be like a 
woman in travail, and death ;rill seem to overtake 
the people through fear even before the armies 
arrive. 

The battle will go entirely according to tl.lQir plan. 
Cf. v. 7. 

One of the great dangers of ;rarfare is that men on the 
same side kill each other through confusion. Cf. 
Gideon and the Nidianites in Judees 7, and Jehoshaphat 
in 2 Chron. 20 af'ainst Moab, Ammon, and mount Seirl 
Nothing like that �Till go on here. Cf. v. 8. 

"Fall upon the sword" is better, fall amon'S the darts, 
he., 1Thatever Israel raip;ht do to defend t hemselves 
will be lilee they did nothing. 

IT IS ALMCST AS THOUGH GOD HAD TAKEN THE PR0!1ISFS GIVEN 
TO ISRAEL AND TRANSFERRFJ) THEH TO HER ENENIFS. Cf. 
Isa. 54:17, "No 1-1eapOn that is formed against thee shall 
prosper." 

"Like a ';-,h:1of"--The enemy Hill go through the city just 
like they 1-1ere not expected and there was no one home 
to keep them from taking all that they wa�t. 

:s. 111:'10 f_;l;::_"::�.n,��· of t1.1o 8D.:rth, ['.Del t}lG ;:' i;-;ns in t;lC >i:;C�VOl1S, 
which according to I'1B.tt. 24:29 will :immediately precede 
the return of the Lord. 

""").('" (v 11) I. ' . .  - .r....) • ____ , . 

Note a very interesting change since the beginnint:; of the 
prophe<;::!f, �'--------_� 

1) God speaJcs of Israel as, 
ai "1:1;y land" (1:6). 
b) "MY Vine" (1:7) . 

1\\"" "-l'\-"t-. l'ne.s-fp) , -t�e.. l-c rei '5 'r"Y\ 11'\'1 s,.fer-:::' 
(IC"] 

Of the temple as, 
c) "The house .£f the Lord" (1:9, 13, I/f' 16). 
Of' Jerusalem as, 
d) "Zion . . .  � holy mountain" (2 :1). 

2) Then, with 2:1b, there is a change: 
a) "T!:!.� land," not, � land. Cf. 2:1, 3. 
b) "The peoples," not, � peoples. Cf. 2:6. 
c) "The City," not, m;y cUy. Cf. 2:9. 



3) Unt5.1 v. 11, HhGre 1,r8 herve, 
a) It His ar�J" 
b) "His camp" - both of these referring to Israel's 

enemies. 
The thought seems to be that the heathen obey Him 
more than His O,ffi people do, so they become His 
instMLments of judgment upon Israel. 

All it ta1{es is "His voice." HE I.JILL CAPJty OUT H]3 IWRD, 
Arm NO ONE ,JILL BE ABlE TO ESCAPE THE AI@'UL JUDGi'lENT THAT 
]3 TO C OIo!E. 

l'hat lessons are He to learn from Joel up to this 
point? 

There are several: 
1) 

2) 

3) 

L,) 

God's judgments never come Hithout a previous Harning­
often many .,arnings. 
There is a gracious purpose in God's jUdgments--to pre­
vent the necessity of future judgments. 
The perversity and sin of the human heart, even among 
those ",ho claim to be the people of God. The key to 
bleSSing is so simple: .just obedience to the ,lord of 
God. But, in spite of all that God has said and done, 
His Hords seem to fall on deaf ears. 
The ahsolute certainty of judgment, the judgment of the 
last days. The only uncertain factor is when! 

No Honder that Joel goes from this to � ,£all to !.<m.en1�. 
Oh, that lore as the Lord's people Hould have our ears open to 
the Hord, and our hearts turned tOHard God, that in these days 
when it is vetting easj.er and easier to sin, He might be kept 
right in the center of the .dll of God. 

The other morning in our readine: in Daily Light "Te read Lev. 
20:26, 

"And ye shall be holy unto me; for I, the Lord, 
am holy, and have separated you from other people, 
that ye should be mine." 

Hay God give US the desire to Halk with Him in these days, that 
our lives may be used to turn others to Him! 


