TR LTLIW AT AL RITCH CF CIRIST

Joel 3:18-01

Intro: Tn many vrespects the nrophecy of Joel besins and ends
in the same vay--with desolation. But there is a
difference.

The desolations are at least 2800 or 2800 vears avert (if the
Rapture were to take place today).

Also, the desolation at the beginning of Joel's vprophecy is in
the land of Tsrael--the nlague of locusts. But at the end of
the prophecy the desolation is in the lands surrounding Israel
~--Egypt and ¥dom are sineled out in particular,

Further, the desolation at the beginnine is temporary; the
desolation at the end is permanent,

In Joel 1 we have a judement of God upon Israel for the way
they have treated God; in Joel 3 we have the judoment of God
unon the nations hecause of the way they have treated the
people of God: TIsraell

Three verses make it clear that Joel is talking abont the time
vhen the Lord, the Messiah, will he reigning upon the earth.
Cf. 2:27: 3:17, 21 (read).

As vre have noted, Joel does not talk about the first coming of
the Messiah-—only about His second coming. But it serves the
same purpose as so many prophetic passages even in the ew
Testement where we are led to see the present more clearly
through & prover understanding of the future.

As is most often the case in any passage of Scripture desling
with any doctrine, Joel does not tell vs all zahout the Millen~
nium, but just that part which is in hermony with the prorhecy
which he has written., Nevertheless, he tells us shout four
amezing thines that will take place dquring the Millennium,
things which have never taken nlece to this extent un o and
includins the nresent time!

Here they arel

T, AUAZTIO PROTOTUVITY (R T LD (v, 300,
Some of you have visited Tsrael ond have seen the trans-—
formations that have taken place over there, And from what
I hear, it is wonderful! FRUT TF YOU THINK THAT IS WONDER-
FUL, WAIT 1MTTI. YQU SEE THW IAMD CF TSRAFL, DURING THE
IMILIERNTUM,.  Places that have never produced a harvest
will produce for the first time. The sreatest possible



ITr

rortrret will fake nlace Tron whal ther exnerienced dn

the plasue of locusts, and what will fieke place then.,

Cf. Isa. 35. DNote that "Edom" is mentioned in 34:5, 6, and
that the time is designated in 34:%.

What do 213 of these blessinpgs mean? Read Deut. 28:2-14,
and then read v, 1. Then read Deut. 30:1-10.
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Can you believe that this will ever be true? A1l through
our lives we have been faced with the zctivities of the
nations of the earth. Our lives have been determined,
humanly speaking, by the activities of the nations. There
is an orvanization called, The Imited Nations.

Please do not interpret what I am saying as against the
nations. "The nowers that be are ordained of God" (Rom.
13:1b). UWe are living during "the times of the Gentiles"
(Tuke 21:22), RUT THESE "TTMES" ARE COMING TC AN TMD!

This has been Joel's whole noint in Joel 3. Tt seemed
remote then, and it seems just as remote today, but
it will come to pass (cf. v. 18a). Of. Matt. 25:31-4A,

Cf. Pea. 2.
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It has alwaye been God's way to bring grandeur out of that
vhich is insignificant. Gf. Micah 5:2.

Gf. Jer. 30:7-1"7. DNote: "This is Zion, whom no man seek=~
eth after" (v. 17b).

See also Rom, 11:25-33. Therefore, as far as the earth is
concerned, "Pray for the neace of Jerusalem; they shall

prosper thet love thee" (Psa. 122:6),
e b PO, Al e T G O 06D I R 40 P4 Kl
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Tt is not only important to notice that He will come, but
it is just as important to néotice where He will comel

He will come to Zion, to Jerusalem. He is not coming to
Yachingoton, D. C., nor to Moscow, nor to London, nor to
Paris, nor to Tokyo, nor to Cairo, but to Jerusalem!



Dd the Jews expect thot their Messioh would he the Lord?
They shonld have. Wote: Ythe Lord dwelleth 3in Zion."
This is Jehovsh, the God who established His covenant with
Israel, vho never changes, and who never fails to keep His
promises. This (ne is coming, and He will take up His
ahode in Jerusalem.

Note the references to "Zion" in Joel: 2:1, 15, 23, 32;
3:16, 17, and here.

Zion is David's city (1 Kines #:1). And see the covenant
which God made with David in 2 Sam. 7:1-17, and David's
response in vv. 18-29,

See the way the Lord brought this to the Pharisees from
Psa, 110 as told in Matt. 22:41-/6.

Cf. Zech. 12:9-13:1, And note the emphasis upon Jerusalem.

Conel: What practical lessons can we draw from this prophetic
picture where Joel has placed so much is such a short
space?

!
%;2 truths stands out above all else:
(1) The erace of God to His people.
This morning we sang that wonderful hymn, He Lifted
Me. The last verse goes like this:
"Now on a hicher plane I dwell
And with my sould I know 'tis well,
Yet how or why, I cannot tell,
Through erace He liffted me."
Charles Gabriel wrote those words I have to come back to
again and again:
T stand amazed in the presence
Of Jesus the Nazarene,
And wonder how He could love me,
A sinner, condemned, unclean."
If vou and T feel like that now, what are we going to
feel like when we see Him in His glory?

The second truth is this:
(2) The emazing power of God.

Joel could not have thourht these things up from
his own finite mind. This had to be of God, the One
vho is always poing beyond the limitations that we have
placed upon him,

If the Lord can do what Joel predicts by the Holy
Snirit just in the last four verses of this pronhecy,
then He can do anything that I need in my life.

Jas this not what Jeremiah was challenged with?
Cf. Jer. 33:1, 4~8, then v. 3. OCf. also Eph. 3:20, 21;
Mett., 28:18-20; Matt, 19:26.



