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Joel 2:28=32; 3:15-17

Intro: In the books of prophecy in the OT there are two things
which we need to be looking for constantly:

1) The way the prophets move from the present (to them) to
the future.

2) The order of events--which are not always mentioned
chronologically. It is only by comparing the Scriptures,
all of them, that have to do with a certain subject, that
we can get the proper order.

But this always makes us aware that we need the illuminating
work of the Spirit of God. This is why Isalah was directed to
write vhat we find in Isa. 6:9-13. ¢ | Pex. \'ho .
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We come to a passage tonight in which Joel is moving from the
present (to him) to the future (even to us). We need to rea-
lize that he is speaking about the day of the Lord, not the
day of Jesus Christ, and that the fulfillment of these events
has not yet taken place.

But we do have a problem because of vhat we read in Acts 2:
16-21. We know that this cannot be the full fulfilment of

Joel 2 because not everything happened here in Acts 2 which was
predicted by Joel.

Therefore, it seems best to say that this was a foreshadowing
of Joel's prophecy, and even that Peter may have thought that
it was the fulfillment BECAUSE AT THE TIME HE KNEW NMOTHING OF
WHAT THFE IOPD INTENDED TO DO IN THW CHURCH.

So we need to realize that Joel is not talking about what
hanpened in Acts 2, nor is he talling about the rapture of the
Church. He knew nothing about either one. He is talking
about the day of the Lord, the second coming of Jesus Christ
to the earth--but he may have been like the prophets described
by Peter in 1 Peter 1, who could not, or had not distinpuished
between the two comings of Christ: first, as Savior; secondly,
as King.

As we consider the passape, let us note, first of all,

I, o0 CUme T oon TUTR DVAITS,. It is in an expression
so common that we probably can read it without noticing
it: "And it shall come to pass" (2:28, 32; 3:18). It is
used hundreds of times in the Bible, but alwkays with the
same idea: certainty, either in the record, or in the

prophecy.
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This follows from the early and latter rains of 2:23,

Tt will be upon Jews and Gentiles alike (when we take
both verses), but the sipns will be upon the people

of Israel. And it will be very similar to the miracu-
lous events of the book of Acts. AND CONSIDER THE
GREAT NEED FCGR SUCH A THING BECAUSE OF ALL OF THE
SPTRITUAL DARKNESS OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION WHEN ISRAEL
IS SCATTERED AMD PERSECUTED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

As to the time, cf. Hosea 3:5; Zech. 12:10; Ezek.
39:29.

The outstanding events do not add to the Word of God,
but are like the miracles in the Gospels and in the
book of Acts—-to show that this is of God!

B The miracunleus cirme in the hoovens, cnd in the orrth
(Jocl 2:20, 31).

1. The earth {(v. 30).

2. The neovens (v, 31).

For both of these, cf. Luke 21:7-2&, esp. v. 25. On
earth there will be war and bloodshed; in heavens,

the terrifying disruptions of nature.

CATUTY (F DMLIVORATCE IH TLT DAY {Joel 3:32; cf.

Note: "And it shall come to pass.™

Ao Tioe malindted offer: '"whosocver.® This is the case
all through the Word of God, the human side.

B. Tis one condition: Melhell coll vnon the noie of the
Lowd,®  Cf. Achts 2:213; Rom. 10:13; also Gen. 4:26;

2 12:8; 13:/; 21:33; 26:25; 1 K. 18:24; 2 K. 5:11; Jer,
w”” 10:25; Zeph. 3:9.

e
= v " This means to recognize that He is JEHOVAH, and that

He is the only God, and to ackmowledge onenly that
He is the Savior.

This shows that salvation has always been on this one
basis. @f{

0. Tie oooelife neture: Metoll he dellvered," This ds
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rot just deliverance from the Day of the Lerd, hut
deliverance from the eternal judgment of God. The IT
quotation bear this out.

D.

e 2 thoe reomnont vhen the

In the first part of ‘the verse, man calls upon God; in
the latter, God calls man. Both are equally true.

Wty mevont? - the elect of Israel. Cf. Isa. 10:
20-23; 11:11, 16; Rom. 9=11, esp. 9:27-29; 11:4, 5,
25, 26, "All Tsrael" means all the remnant of Israel,
all of the elect.

Concl: Israel's repentance in Joel's day, and the blessing
which followed, were just a foretaste of this great
{ereat in magnitude, and ereat in importance) day of the Lord.

Wha t a revelation of the heart of God we have in ‘this passage.
And what a day it will be when the Messiah dwells in Zion.
Then, and only then, will peace be éstablished in the earth.

But, we mipht say, what is the lesson for us today?

It is this: Just as all past judgments are a warning of this
day of the Lord, so the day of the Lord itself is a warning of
that last, eternal judgment from which there will be no escape.
Cf. Rom. 6:23; John 3:16-18, 36.



