Outline of DEUTERONOMY (LDC)

I.

II.

ITI.

Iv.

THE

FIRST MESSAGE (Deut. 1-4): A REVIEW OF THE JOURNEY.

The history of the journey from Horeb (Sinai) to Moab (Deut. 1-3).
An appeal for Israel's obedience (as they enter the land) (Deut. 4).

SECOND MESSAGE (Deut. 5-26): THE LAW, THE LORD, THE LAND, AND THE LIFE.

THE

The life that pleases God -- with promises and warnings (Deut. 5-11).
Ch. 6 is the key chapter of the book.

The life that displeases God -- warnings against idolatry (Deut. 12, 13).

The details of a life becoming to "the children of the Lord" (Deut.
14:1-16:17). See Deut. 14:la.

The leaders of the nation (Deut. 16:18-19:21).

War (Deut. 20).

Miscellaneous laws (Deut. 21-25)..

Giving to the Lord (Deut. 26:1-15).

An appeal for Israel's obedience (Deut. 26:16-~19). See Deut. 4.

THIRD MESSAGE (Deut. 27-30): ISRAEL, THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD, THEIR GOD.

See

THE

Deut. 27:9, 10; 29:13.

The charge to Israel (Deut. 27, 28).
The charge consists of:

1) Curses.

2) Blessings.

The covenant with Israel (Deut. 29, 30).

CONCLUSION (Deut. 31-34).

Moses' farewell to the people (Deut. 31, 32).

This includes Moses' explanation as to why he could not go into the
land, the installation of Joshua to succeed him, and the wrjiting of
the Law and the song which he gave to the people.

Moses' blessing for the people (Deut. 33).
Moses' death and burial (Deut. 34).

At the command of the Lord (see Deut. 32:48-52) Moses went up upon Mount
Nebo, saw the land, died, and was buried by the Lord. The people wept
and mourned for thirty days. Joshua became the leader. The book

closes with an =zulogy of Moses.
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FIRST MESSAGE (Deut. 1-4): A REVIEW OF THE JOURNEY.

The history of the journey from Horeb (Sinai) to Moab (Deut. 1-3).
An appeal for Israel's obedience (as they enter the land) (Deut. 4).
SECOND MESSAGE (Deut. 5-26): THE LAW, THE LORD, THE LAND, AND THE LIFE.

The life that pleases God -~ with promises and warnings (Deut. 5-11).
Ch. 6 is the key chapter of the book.

The life that displeases God -- warnings agsinst idolatry (Deut. 12, 13).

The details of a life becomeing to "the children of the Lord"™ (Deut.
14:1-16317). See Deut. 14:1a.

The leaders of the nation (Deut. 16:18-=19:21).

War (Deut. 20).

Miscellaneous laws (Deut. 21-25),

Giving to the Lord (Deut. 26:1-15).

An appeal for Israel's obedience (Deut. 26:16=19). See Deut. 4.

Deut. 27:9, 10; 29:13.

The charge to Israel (Dsut. 27, 28).

The charge consists of:

1 Curses.

2} Blessings.

The covenant with Israel (Deut. 29, 30).

CONCLUSION (Deut. 31-34).

Moses! farewell to the people (Deut. 31, 32).

This includes Moses' explanation as to why he could not go into the
land, the installetion of Joshua to succeed him, and the writing of
the Law and the song which he gave to the people.

Moses' blessing for the people (Deut. 33).

Moses' death and burial (Deut. 34).

At the command of the Lord (see Deut. 32:48-52) Moses went up upon Mount
Nebo, saw the land, died, and was buried by the Lord. The people wept

and mourned for thirty days. Joshau became the leader. The book
closes with a eulogy of Moses.
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q I. THE FIRST MESSAGE (Deut. 1-4): A REVIEW OF THE JovmNEY. o . & %S
s alke

v
Asx pest A The history of the jourmey from Horeb (Sinai) to Moab (Deut. 1-3). (or- 3 %) :

B. An appeal for Israel's obedience (as they enter the land) (Deut. 4).
II. THE SECOND MESSAGE (Deut., 5-26): THE LAW, THE LORD, THE LAND, AND THE LIFE.
A. The life that pleases God -- with promises and warnings (Deut. 5-11).

Cin b Ko

tew ciAglec B, The life that displeases God =-- warnings against idolatry (Deut. 12, 13).
O-k {D\_&, &—M‘Lb
C. The details of a life becoming:to "the children of the Lord" (Deut.

14:1=16317).
Lien o D. The leaders in the land (Deut. 16:18-19:21)
Ko . e leaders in the lan eut. :18-19:21). e Y o .
@ E. War (Deut. 20). Ppeny. . Gk 3
(P 68 O ke 1% 27
F. Miscellaneous laws (Deut. 21-25). (1KL¥;J;f;3'

G. Giving to the Lord (Deut. 26:1-15).
H. An appeal for Israel's obedience (Deut. 26:16=19).
III. THE THIRD MESSAGE (Deut. 27, 28): THE CHARGE TO ISRAEL.

L oden Deut. 27:9, 10 indicate that this marks the formal acceptance of Israel as
e the people of God as they begin:to take the mext major step in.their history:
;;3/ e entering the land!
B Y

The altar is set up first with the Law written on it (Deut. 27:1-8). The
charge itself consists of:

13 Curses.

2) Blessings.

IV. THE FOURTH MESSAGE (Deut. 29, 30): THE COVENANT AT MOAB.

See Deut., 29:13., Thus, the covenant is related to the charge in chs. 27,
28 because both are involved in making Israel the people of the Lord.

V. THE CONCLUSION (Deut. 31-34). ;3L\L,AJ5(J“\W RTINS 1Y NN SV 'SP W T P S
A. Moses' farewell to the people (Deut. 31, 32). ‘

This includes Moses' explanation as to why he could not go into the
land, the installation 6f Joshua to succeed him, the writing of the

law, and the composing of the song for the people. B s s~y ij AT

B. Moses' blessing upon the people (Deut. 33).
C. Moses on Mount Nebo (Deut. 34).

He sees the land, and then dies. Joshua becomes the leader, and the
book closes with a eulogy.



Tuesday Bible Class -- 9/26/
7¢

DEUTERONOMY -- Introductory Lesson (LDC)

1.

7.

Review the book, using the outline.

The name: Deuteronomy -- from the Greek, a second law. It is not
another law, different from the Mosaic Law, but a second statement of
that Law, repeated (although not in its entirety)
enlarged (in some cases)
explained
enforced -- i.e., for obedience, with many reasons given as to
why they should be obedient.

The theme: OBEDIENCE TO THE WORD OF GOD, THE LAW. -The Key Chagter: Deux.lb!

The emphasis seems to be on the first two commandments which deal with
the people's relationship to God. All 10 are mentioned in ch. 5, but the
emphasis is on the first 2 commandments in 6-11.

It is especially a book for the people -- as Leviticus was especially for
the priests and the Levites.

It is a commentary on the Law -- needed because:

a) Of the new generation since the Law was given the first time.

b) It was only through obedience to the Law that the nation would be
able to enter the land -- and to hold it!

It completes the Pentateuch =- and should be considered in its relation-
ship with the others, especially as they relate to Israel:
a) Genesis -- the election of the chosen people.
Exodus -- the redemption of the chosen people.
Leviticus =- the worship and fellowship of the chosen people.
Numbers =-- the walk of the chosen people.
Deuteronomy -- the obedience of the chosen people.

The importance of Deuteronomy:

a) To the Lord Jesus Christ. It was this book that He quoted 3 times
when Be was being tempted by the Devil. See Matt. 4:1-11; Deut.
7:3; 6:16; 6:13.

b) To the writers of the New Testament. It is quoted more than 80
times. Counting allusions(indirect references) there are almost
200!

Some say it is quoted more than any other OT book.

This contributes greatly to support for Deuteronomy as the Word of
God because it was cites by our Lord as well as the NT writers as
divine authority!

c) In the OT. Because the Law is of such major importance from Exodus
20 on to the end of the OT, this gives Deuteronomy a unique place
among all of the books, being a repetition of this important:
revelation from God.

d) To Moses. Since Moses would have to be considered as one of the
most important of all O0ld Testament people, if not the very most
important -- and because these were his last words, the book of
Deuteronomy is extremely important for the people of God in every
generation.

g) To us today. Because of all of the above reasons, it must be
considered as one of the most significant of all Biblical books.



e)

f)

To the kings of Israel:
(1) They were to write their own copy.
(2) They were to read from it every day. Cf. Deut. 17:18-20

To the people of Israel: It was to be read to them every 7 years.
Cf. Deut. 31:9-13.

Some of the special lessons of the book:

a)

b)

c)

The continuing need for the people of God to be obedient to the
Word of God, day after day, generation after generation.

They were not to be obedient in order to obtain salvation, nor
to retain salvation, but primarily because this was the will of
God for His people whom He had redeemed.

The motive behind their obedience was to be twofold:
(1) The fear of the Lord.

(2) Love for the Lord.

The two are actually inseparable in Scripture.

The importance of repetition -- the repetition of the Law,
Deuteronomy.

“See this principlé in Scripture: Phil. 3:1; 2 Pet. 1:12-15; 3:1;

1 John 2:21; Jude 5; 2 Thess. 2:5, 15.
Also the ministry of the Holy Spirit: John 14:26.

In Deuteronomy, not only is the Law repeated, but the people of
Israel are told to 'remember':

1) What they had been before -- in Egypt.

2) The lord -- and what He had done for them.

3) Their enemies, especially the Amalekites, so they would not
trust them.
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DEUTERONOMY

Intro: Moses is preparing the children of Israel for the time when they
will be in the land.

His main objective throughout the messages of this book is their obedience
to God.

Their obedience is basically to The Law which was given to Israel at Horeb
(Sinai). This is repeated in Deut. 5 -- the first chapter of the second
message.

Obedience to the Law is to be an expression of their love for God. Moses
seeks to make Israel realize that there is no another nation on the face
of the earth that has the relationship to.God that they do. He chose them.
He has redeemed them. He brought them out of Egypt to bring them into
Canaan. In the land they are to concentrate on knowing the Lord,
loving the Lord,
worshipping the Lord,
obeying the Lord.

Our Lord made is clear that the whole Law could be summed up under two
commandments:

1) Deut. 6:5.

2) Lev. 19:18. Cf. Rom. 13:8-10.

See Matt. 22:34-40,

Up to and including Deut. 13, Moses is concerned mainly with the commandments
in the Law which have to do with the people's relationship to God. This takes
both a positive and a negative emphasis:

1) Positively =- to obey the Law.

2) Negatively -- to have nothing to do with idolatry in any form.

Chapter by chapter we see the following themes from chapter 5 through 13:

1) The Law is repeated -- God's covenant with His people -- with the favorable
response of the people, but also that Moses teach them instead of having
God speak directly to them. This is chapter 5.

2) TFrom chapter 6 on we see Moses in the role of a teacher -- and the basics
of that teaching, how the Law is to be used by the people, the blessings
promised, and the purposes are all stated in chapter 6.

3) Chapter 7 -- the Law governing Israel's relationship with the Canaanite
nations.

4) Chapters 8 through 10 refer again especially to Israel -~ the Law as
a safeguard against two of Israel's most common sins:

a) Pride -- in chapter 8.
b) Rebellion (being a stiffnecked people) =-- in chapters 9, 10.

5) Chapter 11 deals with obedience to the Law as a requirement for
entering the land and remaining in the land.

6) Chapter 12 speaks especially of the place where the Lord will choose to
place His Name. Several additional references are made in Deuteronomy,
all pointing to 1 Kings 8:22-30, 48 where we see that this includes:

1) The land.
2) The city, i.e., Jerusalem.
3) The temple.

7) Chapter 13 deals with idolatry -- that it is always to be rejected
regardless of those who might encourage it.
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"He intends to declare the glory and magnificence
of God and thus to coax the people to trust the
divine goodness and to fear His wrath, so that,
taught by experience, they might become ready

to receive His Law from the heart" (Lectures on
Deuteronomy, p. 16).
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"Here the glory and power of free w111 is extolled namely, that 1t is
--simply- nothing;-as-also Rom. 1:24 says:--—'God—gave-them-over-to-their -~ - -
desires'; and Rom, 9:18: ‘'Whom He wills, He hardens.' If, therefore,

it has any power at all, well, lét it 'keep the Lord from hardening it"
| (Luther, Deuteronomy, p. 36).
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"True rlght has its roots in God; and with the obscuration of the knowledge

of God, law and right, with thelr divinely established foundatlons, are also'
_shaken and obscured (cf Rom, i. 26-32),"
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DEUTERONOMY 5 -- The beginning of Message #2.
The message continues through Deut. 26.

The theme of Message #2: the Covenant which God madewith all Israel at
Horeb (Sinai). See Deut. 5:2.

Deut. 5 is both the introductory and foundational chapter of Message #2.

We have in Deut., 5:

1) What Moses said to the people (vv. 1-5, 32, 33).
2) What the Lord said to the people (vv. 6-225.

3) What the people said to Moses (vv. 23-27).

4) What the Lord said to Moses (vv. 28-31),

We also have an emphasis on the present (at that time), the past (from their
point-of-view),and the future:

1) The present (v. 1).

2) The past (vv. 2-31).

3) The future (vv. 32, 33),

THE OUTLINE OF DEUTERONOMY 5:

1. The call given by Moses == introducing the theme: the covenant given at
Horeb (vv. 1-5).

2. The Law repeated (vv. 6-22).

It was given first at Sinai., See Ex. 20. This chapter gives us the reason

why the book is called Deuteronomy (lit., a second law -- second, not
because it is different from the Law in Ex, 20, but because it is here
given a second time, repeated).

3. The fear of the people ~- with their earnest request that Moses henceforth
act as a mediator (vv. 23-27).

4. The response of the Lord -- showing pleasure in v, 28, concern in v, 29,
and compassion in vv. 30, 31 (vv. 28-31).

5. Moses' charge to the people of Israel -- keynoting his Message #2 (vv.
32, 33).

What answers does this chapter give us to the question, Why did the Lord
give such a Law to Israel?

There are three answers:

1 It was given for the people to obey.

2) 1t was given to reveal the'glory and greatness of God. BSee v. 24. This
has to do with both the content of the Law and the manner in which it
was given to the people.

3) It was that through their obedience they might be kept from sin and might
experience happiness. See vv. 10, 29, 33. Matthew Henry has expressed
it in this way: "The only way to be happy is to be holy" (Vol. I, p. 750).

== L, Dwight Custis, Pastor
Central Bible Church
Portland, Oregon
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the Lord, in asking you a king. So Samuel called unto
the Lord; and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day:
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"at length' they 'advanced so far as to think that God was not with
them, unless He complied with their wicked lusts. ~We perceive,
then, that God cannot be rightly worshipped unless when He has

His pecullar attributes acknowledged. Whence, also, it appears
that true_piety cannot be dissevered from.faith, because, if_we
confess that every desirable good dwells in Him, we shall expect
and -seek—for all things from Him;-we-shall-also-patiently and
contentedly allow ourselves to be governed by His will, and, in

a word, give up ourselves and our lives into His hands" (Vol. I,

@ pp. 421, 422).
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Calvin says:_ .'"Whence it appears how difficult it is for men to be duly

prepared for keeping the law, since God does not in vain so often stimulate

their indolence; for there is a silent reproof-ceonveyed—either-of-their------ -
indolence or instability, when God does not cease to insist on what it would have
been suffiecient to have poifited out in a single word. We must also remark the
~righteousness, that they should do what is right in the sight of the Lord;

in opposition to the reason and judgment of the flesh" (Vol. I, D. 395).
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"Those who think that there was cruelty in this command, usurp too great
authorlty in respect to Him who is the Judge of all. The obJectlon is spe01ous
that the people of God were unreasonably.imbued with inhumanity,..so. that,.advancing.
with murderous atrocity, they should spare neither sex nor age. But we must first
remember what we-shall see hereafter,-i.e+; that-when God has destined the-land
for His people, He was at liberty utterly to destroy the former inhabitants,

'so that its possession might be free for them. Weé must then go further, and say
that He desired the just demonstration of His vengeance to appear upon these
nations. Four hundred years before He had justly punished their many sins, yet
had He suspended His sentence and patiently borne with them, if haply they might
regent (italics mine). That sentence is well known, 'The 1n1qu1ty of the Amorites

1is not yet full." (Gen. xv. 16. ) After God had shewn His mercy for four centuries,

(Over)




i
i
i

(Continued from preceding page.)

and this clemency had increased both their audacity and madness, so that they
had not ceased to prévoke His wrath, surely it was no act of cruelty to
compensate for the delay by the grievousness of the punishment. _And hence appears

the foul and detestable perversity of the human intellect (italics mine). We are
indignant if He does._not smile at oncej; if He-delays-punishment our zeal accuses
Him of slackness and want of energy; yet, when He comes forth as the avenger of

. guilt, we either call Him cruel, or at-least complain of His severity. Yet His
© Justice will always absolve Him (1tallcs mine -- and it could be added, even in

“gonfisction. with hell); and our calumnies and detractions will recoil upon our

fﬁown heads. He commanded seven nationsg to_be utterly destroyed; that is. to say, -
after they had added sin to sin for 400 years, so that their accumulation was
immense,.. and,experlence_hadmtaught that- they—werevebs$1nate -and -incurable (1tallCS"

mine). It will therefore be said elsewhere, that the land 'spewed them out,'

(Lev. xviii,-28; ) as-if-it had eased itself, when burdened by théir fllthlness.

If impiety is 1ntolerab1e to the lifeless element, why should we wonder that God
in His character of Judge exercised extremem sever1ty° But if Cod's wrath was
just, He might surely chooge whatever ministers and .executioners of it He pleased;
and when He had given this commission to His people, it was not unreasonable

that He should forbid them to pity-those  whom-He had appointed for destruction.
For what can be more preposterous than for men to vie with God in clemency?

and when it pleases the Master to be severe, for "the servants to assume to them-
selves the right of shewing mercy? Therefore God often reproves the Israelites
for being improperly merciful. And hence it came to pass that the people, whom
they ought to have destroyed, became as thorns and briars.to prick . them.

(Josh. xxiii. 13, and throughout the book of Judges.) Away, then, with all
temerity, whereby we would presumptuously restrict God's power to the puny measur®

: of our reason; and rather let us learn reverently to regard those works of His,

whose cause is concealed from us, than wantonly criticise them. Especially when

He declares to us the just grounds of His vengeance, let us learn to subscribe to
His decrees with the humility and modesty that becomes us, rather than to oppose

them in-vain, and indeed to our own confusion" (Calvin's Harmony. of the Pent.,

11, 394, 395).
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_Adam Clarke, Vol. I, p. 758:

"God never permlts any tribulation to befall his followars, which he
does not..design. to turn to.their.advantage. When he permits us to
hunger, it is that his mercy may be the more observable in providing
-----us with- the necessaries--of —lifev--Privations, im the way of-providence,
are the forerunners of mercy and goodness abundant "
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e b a8 MuGh-aS-to-saY, -that-ne-—part—of right -conduct is-Hetted-in—it-—1-—
% (Vol. I, p. 397).
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"Ano‘thétr lesson is now added, viz., that because God formerly fed and clothed them
gratuitously, and without any act of their own, they thence are taught that, even
whilst ithey strenuously labour and strive, whatever they acquire is not so much the
Téward jof their own industry as the fruit of God's blessihg.” For he not only affirms
_that af their first entrance into the land they were enriched, because God dealt with
them 1i5bera11y, but He extends this to the whole course of human life, that men obtain
e ~~-.nothing;'_by,,‘:thﬁ’c'fawn-‘_vigilanceﬂand.diligence.,.._except_in so. far as-God- blesses-them from - .—--——--
above" (Calvin, I, pp. 400, 401).
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DEUTERONOMY 9-11 (LDC)

The emphasis continues to be on obedience. In chapter 8 (verse 2) Moses had indicated
that the Lord had led them as He did in order to humble them to see whether or not
they would keep His commandments. Thus pride was the great threat to their obedience
and to their blessing. As chapter 9 begins the people are warned against thinking
that it was because of their righteousness that the Lord was driving the Canaanites
out of their land. Instead it was because of the wickedness of the Canaanites.

I. The Purpose of God for Israel (Deut. 9:1, 2). They were to go in to possess
the land of Canaan even though, human speaking, it was utterly impossible.

II. The Reasons for Israel's Blessing (Deut. 9:3-6). Or, the reasons why the success
of Israel's conquest of Canaan was guaranteed.
A. Because it was a work which the Lord would do (Deut. 9:3).

B. Because it was not dependent upon their merit, i.e., their righteousness

(Deut. 9:4-6).

C. Because it was imperative that the Lord punish the Canaanites for their
sins (Deut. 9:4b, 5a). Cf. Gen. 15:16.

D. Because the Lord will always be faithful to His promises (Deut. 9:5b).
Note: The Lord has charged Israel with being "a stiffnecked people" (Deut 9:6).
He now gives His proofs of that charge. The next section, in many respects,
is a court scene with Israel charged with rebellion against the Lord.
III. The Proof that Israel Was Stiffnecked (Deut. 9:7-24).
A. The general charge (Deut. 9:7).
B. The specific instances of rebellion (Deut. 9:8-23).
1. At Horeb, or Sinai (Deut. 9:8-21).
2. At Taberah, at Massah, at Kibroth-hataavah (Deut. 9:22).
3, At Kadesh Barnea (Deut. 9:23).
C. The summation of the charge (Deut. 9:24). Moses has spoken as a prosecuting
attorney.
IV. The Intercession (or Mediation) of Moses (Deut. 9:25-29). See verse 18.
A. The circumstances (Deut. 9:25).
B. The details of his prayer (Deut. 9:26-29).
1. His petition (Deut. 9:26).
2. His plea (Deut. 9:27).
3. His purpose (Deut. 9:28).
4. His peace (Deut. 9:29).

V. The Evidences of God's Answer to Moses' Prayer (Deut. 10:1-11).
A. The Law was given again (Deut. 10:1-5).
B. The journey was continued (Deut. 10:6a, 7).
C. The priesthood was perpetuated (Deut. 10:6b).
D. The Levites were appointed (Deut. 10:8, 9).
E. The Israelites were not destroyed (Deut. 10:10).

F. The Lord told them they were going into the land (Deut. 10:11).



DEUTERONOMY 9-11 (2)

VI,

VII.

The Consequences of God's Grace in Sparing His People, Israel (Deut.
10:12-11:32).

A.
B.

The divine requirements upon the people (Deut. 10:12, 13).

The two bases upon which these requirements are founded (Deut. 10:
14-11:7):

1.

Because of the greatness and grace of God in choosing Israel
(Deut. 10:14-22). This explains the ultimate reason-that
they were the people of God, that is, their election.

Because of the greatness and grace of God in redeeming Israel,
and keeping Israel (Deut. 11:1-7).

rewards promised for obedience (Deut. 11:8-25).

They will be able to get into the land and stay there (Deut.
11:8, 9).

They will continue to see God's blessing upon the land (Deut.
11:10-17).

Their families will experience days of heaven on earth (Deut.
11:18-21).

They will have continual victory over their enemies (Deut.

11:22-25).

The Conclusion: the only two alternatives (Deut. 11:26-32).
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keeping God" (Girdlestone, p. 164).
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' "Now. let them_lay all this together, and it will appear that
: whatever favour God should hereafter show them in subduing
e ‘their—enemies-and--putting them-in possessien--of-the-land-of--- -
' Canaan, it was not for their righteousness (Italics mine --
T "'WfTET}”ﬁOthEEEHEE*bf) ~ It is good for ug§ often to remember - T

against ourselves, with sorrow and shame, our former sins,
and to review the records conscience keeps of they that we
. may..see how _much we are indebted to free grace, _and_may .bumbly ... . .

o own that we never merited at God's hand any thing but wrath
and the curse'-(Matthew Henry, I, p. 766).
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~__ "Now the end of the commandment is love out of a pure heart,__ —
and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned."
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"The expression, 'with thy foot,' probably refers to the large pumping wheels still
in use there, which are worked.by the feet, and over which a long endless rope
passes with pails attached, for drawing up the water . . ." (K & D, III, 347).

"Tn chap. xi. he expresses the same thlng more plalnly and in greater detail, by —
"the addition of a comparison with the land of Egypt; the fruitfulness of which,
although it is marvellous from the yearly inundation of the Nile, and is renowned
as an extraordinary miracle, yet requires much*labour and cultivation, since it

. ..is.irrigated by.-means. of drains by the-hand and-industry of.men....But theland.of .
Canaan depends on God's blessing, and waits for the rain from heaven. Moreover

- Moses'extols in glowing words the peculiar privilege of the land;-saying, that it
is ever looked upon by God, in order that,on their part, the Israelites might
attentively, and constantly also, Yook 10 Him, Fox ithis is the force "of the words,

_‘talways, from the beginning of the year, even unto the end of the year;' as if he _
had said, that they would be ungrateful to God, unless they constantly and zealously
directed their regards to-Him, since He never ceased-daily to-look on them.---It is
true, indded, that there is no corner of the earth whcih does not experience God's
“blessing, w1tnfss the-fact -that the Nile-fertilizes the whole of Egypt; but, -
because that ﬁa%pens once. a year, and 31nce its waters are conducted hither and

' thlther by drains artlflclally ‘made’ by man, Moses, therefore, not ‘improperly makes

medltatlon on the Law, for not only at a partleular season of the year, but almost
at every moment, their--necessity -wowld-compel them-to-ask for Ged's aid, when-they
saw that the ]and was ever requlrlng from Hlm the remedy for 1ts dryness" (Calv1n,

I, 393).° T ’ ) T
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"Godliness hath here the promise of the life that now is; but the

Tavour of God shall put gladness Into the heart, more than the o

B o ___increase of corn, and wine, and oil, will" (M, Henry, T, 772).
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"The expectation of new light beyond the scripture -- a conceit
that possesseth the hearts of many now-d-days. I do not speak
of degrees of knowledge . . . but I speak of a new revelation.

« « « when we expect new revelations beyond the word, it leads
to atheism."”

"thered shall be new revelations given to the world, and we
shall be wiser than the apostles, and have a clearer light. .
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No other revelation is to be expected tiill the Lord come. These
are but vain devices to cheat you of your religion, and to keep
-the—soul--froma—settlement—in—the present-truth, andthat—way —
of religion that God hath appointed and set up, to keep up
"Hi§ Yespects In the world. Thue you need to be skilled in the
subtle enterprises of Satan, that 1lies in wait to deceive."
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DEYTERONOMY 12

The question we need to ask and to answer from this chapter: WHY DID THE LORD PuT
BE5#EE SUCH AN OBLIGATION UPON HIS PEOPLE =-- THAT THEY SHOULD WORSHIP HIM WITH
THEIR SACRIFICES ONLY IN THE PLACE WHERE HE WOULD CHOOSE TO PLACE HIS NAME?

(I say, "with their s sacrifices,” because it was possible for them to pray or to
worship the Lord from their hearts in any place, but,if the prescribed sacrifices
were to be used, it could be only in this one place.}

There are many answers to this question. To learn what they are requires a survey
of the whole chapter.

1. It was one (or another) of the many ways in which the Lord their God was teaching
them to be obedient to His will. Thus, it was a test of their obedience == of
their willingness or unwillingness to do what God wanted them to do. See vv.

1, 11, 14, 16, 18, 26-28, 32.

2. It taught them God's sovereign authority over their worship.

The whole chapter indicates this., The idea did not come from the people, but
from the Lord their God. Nor did He ask their approval. They were His people
because He had chosen them and redeemed them, and He had evexyright to tell
them what they had to do.

3» It would keep them from idolatry. This is one of the strongest tendencies in
the human heart -- not only to worship, but to worship many gods, and to do it
the way we feel that it should be done. See vv. 2, 13, 29-30.

Note the subtle danger in the statement in our Constitution == that we are a
people free to worship God according to the dictates of our own consciences!

4. It indicated that there was only one, true God. Cf. Deut. 6:4. Contrast this
with the many places the Canaanites had because thefe were many gods.

Note the Lord's Name as it appears throughout the chapter. Although there
are three Persons in the Godhead, yet They are one in nature, and it is imposs-
ible to worship One of them without worshlpplng the Others.

Note also the emphasis in this chapter on THEOLOGY. There is a real tendency
to minimize and even to ridicule theology today. Don't let anyone deceive
you by this., The person who ridicules theology, ridicules the truth of the
Word, and they are ridiculing God. They are trying to get us to believe that
knowledze is not important -- that we just need to be concerned about what we
do. Rut the truth is that what we believe determines what we are going to do,
and the person who does not know much is the person who is liable to do any-
thing and call it serving the Lord.

5. It stressed the fact that, in coming to the place where the Lord had placed
His Name, they were in their worship coming to the Lord and seeking Him.
It gave the Lord the pre-eminence.

How easy it is for the offering of sacrifices to become ends in themselves!
That often happened in Israel because they lost sight of the fact that they
were coming to the Lord,

6. For the Lord to place His Name among them in a certain place was evident that
He was their God, and that they were His yeople. ¥e'is called, "xhe ‘ord your Ged "

7. It also was evidence that the Lord's favor was upon them.



9.

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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The emphasis upon "His Name' is an indication of an emphasis upon the personality
and nature of the Lord.

What is His Name? Cf. again Deut. 6:4, "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is
one Lord." Note also how the Lord is referred to throughout Deut. 12. Over
and over again we have, "the Lord your God."

"Lord" is Jehovah; "God" is Elohim., The ideas given in the first are that God
is a living, eternal, and unchanging God; in the second, that He is mighty --
actually omnipotent!

This is more theology, but what a difference it makes in our lives when we
really come to know the Lord as He is!

It taught them the need for UNITY among the people. This chapter is addressed

to all of the people of God who were all to come to one place to worship and

to praise the one and only true God =-- the Lord their God! & uNniTY 2RaseD oN-A
SPECIFIC, VNN TERADLE

There was no such thing in those days as "doing your own thing." E::ﬁ::;:T3°F ¢oD -

It was to keep them from being like the Canaanites., See vv. 2, 3, 29-=31,
How many things in our churches are there because of what is presently going
on in the world, instead of limiting ourselves to what we find in the Word of

God. Today the Church is deliberately trying to be like the world -- a practice
that is strictly forbidden in both the 0ld and New Testaments!

What are we going to do about it®?

It taught them to give to the Lord, and to give to the Lord first. See vv.
6, 11, 17, 26, 27.

This is referred to by the Apostle Paul in 2 Cor. 8, 9 as a grace -- the grace
of giving. This means that it is a gift from God when we find it in our
hearts to give to God. We must honor the Lord with what He has given us ==
which is taught in the New Testament as well as in the 0ld.

It taught them to praise the Lord -- not to come grudgingly, nor because they
had to, but to come with joy, worshipping Him as a Person and praising Him
for His many blessings. See vv. 7, 12, 18.

It emphasized the fact that their main concern was to please the Lord =- not
to please themselves, or the Canaanites. See vv. 25, 28,

How different our lives would be if this were always our main concern. Cf,
1 Cor. 10:31; Col. 3:17, 23.

It was to be a time for self-examination and heart-searching. See vv. 13,
19, 29, 30. Note the expression, "Take heed to thyself . . ."

It was all designed for their blessing. See vv. 25, 28. See also the
emphasis on their "rest" in vv. 9-12.

Previously in Moses' message he had brought out that Israel's ability to
get into the land, to stay in the land, and to experience the blessing of
God in the land, was dependent upon their obedience. Going to "the place"
to worship the Lord was a vital part of that obedience.

It prevented them from seeking additional revelations apart from the Word which
the Lord had given. See vv. 29, 30.



Deut. 12 (7)

Thomas Manton (Vol. 14, pp. 137, 138) speaks of:
"The expectation of new light beyond the scripture -- a conceit that

possesseth the hearts of many now-a-days. I do not speak of degrees
of knowledge . . . but I speak of a new revelation. . . . when we expect
new revelations beyond the word, it leads to atheism."

He goes on to say that some expect that
"there shall be new revelations given to the world, and we shall be wiser
than the apostles, and have a clearer light. . . No other revelation is
to be expected till the Lord come. These are but vain devices to cheat
you of your religion, and to keep the soul from a settlement in the
present truth, and that way of religion that God hath appointed and
set up, to keep up his respects in the world. Thus you need to be
skilled in-the subtle enterprises of Satan, that lies in wait to deceive."

17. Along this same line, obedience to the Lord in going to "the place" where He
had chosen to place His Name,demonstrated their willingness to be limited
to the revealed Word =- no more, and no less. See v. 32.

The Church has always gotten into difficulty when it has, regarding worship
(or anything else), either added things not in Scripture, or in ignoring
things that are there! All that was necessary for the true worship of God
was given by Moses from God. To add heathenwworship, or to omit any part
of what God had given, made their worship not only unacceptable to God, but
also provoked the wrath of God unto judgment!

18. It taught them to be concerned about their spiritual leaders. Note what Moses
has to say about the Levites. See vv., 12, 19.

19. One of the most important parts of this chapter is this: It points propheti-
cally, in type, to our Lord Jesus Christ. Cf. John 1:14.
LARIST 1S -THEe ONLY WAY - Todkn 14:b ), AeTs 412,
Note also how the Lord claimed that He came in the Father's Name, and worked
in His Father's Name. See John 5:43; 10:25; 12:13; 17:6, 26.

20. The eating (see vv. 7, 17-19, 21, 26, 27) taught them that they were to
appropriate that which they brought == as we are to feed on that which
speaks of Christ that we may become like Him. Cf. 1 Pet. 2:2, 3; 2 Pet.
3:18.

- QO =0 =0 =0 =
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DEUTERONOMY 13

In applying what Moses in the book of Deuteronomy has to say about the

worship of heathen gods, the editor of Luther's commentary on Deuteronamy
gives this helpful footnote on p. 69:

"The most celebrated discussion of this theme appears in Luther's
Large Catechism written in 1529, four years after this commentary:
'A god is that to which we look for all good and in which we find
refuge in every time of need. To have a god is nothing else than to
trust and believe him with our whole heart.' The Book of Concord,
p. 365."

Under the second case, Calvin makes the following statements:

"So now God declares that all our tenderest affections, which are
implanted in us by nature, and in which all the best persons

sometimes indulge, are sinful, if they hinder us from vindicating
His glory" (1I (11),.82).

""Man's neighbourhood to each other commonly produces, by the inter-
communication, a conformity of habits. Thus errors pass from one
to another; and since we are generally prone to evil, the worse
pervert the better" (Op. cit., p. 83).

""Meanwhile, God exalts the faith which is founded on His Word, in
comparison with the manners, institutions, rites, and customs of all
nations; for none has made any true proficiency in religion unless he
abominates whatever is opposed to it" (Ibid.).
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DEUTERONOMY 14:1-15:18. (The remainder of chapter 15, verses 19-23, seems
to go with chapter 16.)

In this, Moses' second message, the emphasis up through chapter 13 has been
general, with regard to the need for obedience. Now Moses becomes more
specific, or detailed, in that he turns to particular things that the people
of Israel are either to do, or not do.

The outline:

1) Prohibitions regarding the dead (14:1, 2).

2) Regulations regarding eating (14:3-21).

3) Requirements regarding the tithe (14:22-29).

4) Obligations regarding the seventh year (15:1-18).

Note: '"At the end of three years'" must mean three years after the Sabbatic
year, or occasionally this year could come on the Sabattic year.
Also -- "At the end of every seven years" (Deut. 15:1a) must mean
actually that, and not be a reference to the Sabhatic year, because
servants would not begin to serve just after the Sabbatic year was
over. -

The question that concerns us: WHY WERE SUCH COMMANDMENTS GIVEN? 1In answer=
ing this, we learn two things:

1) The spiritual importance of these laws as they related to Israel.

2) The spiritual significance that they have for us today.

Note, first of all, the statement upon which all of these laws are given:
"Ye are the chlldren of the Lord your God (Deut. 1l4:1la).

In other words, these laws are given for a very restricted group of people,

the children of God, and they all have to do with that basic fact.

This should raise the questions: What is a child of God?

Am I a éhild of God?
How is the question answered here? See v. 2. The emphasis here and all the
way through this passage is on the ultimate reason -- they were God's choice
in preference to all other nations.

It is not for us to question God on this point, but to recognize that this is
a fact of divine revelation! Cf. John 15:16; Eph. 1:3, 4; 2 Thess. 2:13, 14.
We need to believe, but this is not what determines our place in the family
of God. Our faith is the outworking of God's sovereign and eternal choice.

So, now, we go back to our original question: WHY WERE SUCH COMMANDMENTS
GIVEN? The first answer is:

I. Point #1: "For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God,
and the Lord hath chosen thee to be a psntocuhar people
unto himself,
above all the nations that are upon the earth.'

We have three words of importance here:

1) "Holy,'" meaning, to be pure or clean, to be set apart, consecrated.
2) '"Peculiar,'" meaning, that which one has acquired, one's own private
property.

3) "Above all . . . ," meaning from all, or a part taken from the whole.
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"Note, It is of great use for each of us to write down what
we observe as most affecting and edifying to us, out of the
scriptures and good books, and out of the sermons we hear.
A prudent pen may go far towards making up the deficiencies
of the memory, and the furnishing of the treasures of the
good householder with things new and old."
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Regarding vv. 9, 10: . )
"Moses groups together all the words which the language contained for
the different modes of explorging the future and discovering the will
of God, for the purpose of forbidding every description of soothsaying,
and places the prohibition of Moloch-worship at the head, to show the
inward connection between soothsaying and idolatry, possibly because
februation, or passing children through the fire in the worship of
Moloch, was more intimately connected with soothsaying and magic than
any other description of idolatry" (K & D, III, 393).
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"Hence may be gathered the similarity I have adverted to between the private
houses of individuals and the whole land. When the precepts were written on
the doors, every one was admonished that his house was sacred to God, and the
same was the case with the whole land, so that whosoever entered it might
know that it was, as it were, the sanctuary of heavenly doctrine, and thus
their zeal might be stirred up to the pure worship of God. The object of

the plain and disZtinct writing of the Scripture . . . was.to take away

(the excuse of) ignorance" (Calvin, II, i, p. 370).
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Deuteronomy 27-30 THE THIRD MESSAGE OF MOSES

The first messape was historical in nature, looking back over God's dealings
with Israel from Kadesh Barnea on -- in the hope of learning for the future.
- This is in Deut. 1-4.

The second message was expositional, dealing in detail with the meaning of
the Law. This is in Deut. 5-26.

The third message deals with the effects of both obedience and disobedience’
to the Law. '"Blessed" and ''cursed'" are Hebrew words which by definition
deal with effects. If the people obey the Law, the result will be blessing;
if they disobey, the result will be a curse.

The first part of the third message is given in Deut. 27, 28. It has to do
with charges which Moses gave to the people of Israel. It is interesting
to note how the elders, the priests, and representatives of the twelve
tribes join with him in the charges.

OQutline:

I. The charges (Deut. 27, 28).

A TRU3BEER BF AEnEhC1BERBACLSNERT BRatged (Peuts 2701080, Moses
Primarily it has to do with writing the Law upon ''great stones,"
but it also includes:

1) Building an altar.
2) Offering two kinds of sacrifices -~ the burnt offering and the
peace offering (which speak of dedication and thanksgiving).

= 3) And rejoicing before the Lord their God.

The altar was not to be ornate so that they could boast in it,
or even worship it, but it was to be made of uncut stones.

The writing of the Law on the ''great stones' should remind us

of Deut. 6:9 where the people were told to write the Law on the
posts of their houses and on their gates.

All is very symbolic in nature and full of great spiritual truth.

B. 1Israel officially established as the Lord's people -- the motivation
for their obedience (Deut. 27:9, 10),

Note the word, ''therefore,'" in v. 10.

C. The ceremony involving Mount Gerizim (for blessing) and Mount Ebal
(for cursing). Cf. Deut. 27:11-26.

Note from v. 4 that the stones on which the Law was to be written
were to be set up on Mount Ebal.

1. The division of the tribes on the two mountains.(Deut. 27:11-13).

2. The charge given by the Levites -- 12 curses corresponding with
— the 12 tribes (Deut. 27:14-26).

Note how the people are brought into the charge by the require-

ment that they indicate their approval by an "amen'" after the
Levites mention each curse.



The twofold possibilities resulting from Israel's obedience or
disobedience (Deut. 28:1-68).

1.

Two
see

2)

The blessings (Deut. 28:1-14).

Six specific blessings are mentioned in vv. 1-6, i.e., where
the blessings will be observed. In the remainder of the
passage we see the character of the blessings which the
Israelites can expect if they obey the Lord.

The curses (Deut. 28:15-68). *

The curses also are 6 in number, and correspond with the
blessings mentioned in the first part of the chapter --
indicating where the curses will be seen. These are in
vv. 15-19, 1In the remainder of the chapter we have the
actual curses mentioned, i.e., the individual character of
the curses.

a. The place where the curses will be seen (Deut. 28:15-19).
b. The description of the curses (Deut. 28:20-68).
1) The destruction of the nation (Deut. 28:20-29).

Note two things here:

(1) That it is emphasized by the repetition that
""the Lord'" does this.

(2) No less than 5 times we have the word, 'until,"
used, followed by an indication of the extent
of the judgment. E.g., "until thou be destroyed"
(v. 20).

2) The despair, or madness, which the people will
experience (Deut. 28:30-46). They will be distraught,
driven to despair, disturbed.
One thing will follow on the heels of another until
it will seem that there is no end to it.

3) The defeat of the nation by their enemies (Deut.
28:47-59).

4) The diseases which will diminish their numbers dras-
tically (Deut. 28:60-62).

5) The dispersion of Israel from their land and
their scattering to all of the nations of the earth
(Deut. 28:63-68), g

Note that the chapter ends on a very low note -- evidently
intended to serve as a warning to the children of Israel that
these are the very things that were going to happen.

problems: How do we account for the following which we often

The prosperity of the wicked.
The suffering of the righteous.
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DEUTERONOMY 29, 30

These chapters continue and conclude the message which began in Deut. 27. The
message has to do with the two ways that were open to the children of Israel in
connection with the Law -~ -and there were only two ways:

1% The way of blessing -- if they were obedient.

2} The way of cursing -- if they were disobedient.

Chapters 29 and 30 give Moses' appeal to the people -- showing:

1) Why the Lord had the right to make such a claim upon them, i.e., why they should
keep the Law (Deut. 29:1~9).

2) Why the Law had been given to the people of Israel (Deut. 29:10-30:20).

The outline in detail:

I. THE REASONS FOR GOD'S CLAIM UPON THEM, or, REASONS WHY THEY SHOULD KEEP THE LAW
(Deut. 29:1-9).

A. Because it was the same Law which God had given them at Horeb (Deut. 29:1).
This was the same covenant He had made with them before. The Lord has not
changed it, nor enlarged it, but has just explained it more in detail.

B. Because the Lord had redeemed them with His mighty power (Deut. 29:2—4).
This is a truth that is parallel with 1 Cor. 6:19, 20.

C. Because of the faithfulness of the Lord in keeping them (Deut. 29:5, 6).
If the Lord had not miraculously cared for them, they would not even
have been in Moab, ready to go into the land.

D. Because they already had evidence of the Lord's intention to give them the
land -- and His ability to do so (Deut. 29:7, 8). The two and one-half
tribes had received their inheritance east of the Jordan.

E. Because this was the way to see the blessing of God upon them continue
(Deut. 29:9).

II. THE REASONS WHY THE LAW WAS GIVEN TO ISRAEL (Deut. 29:10-30:20).

Remember that they were not redeemed by the Law, but, being redeemed by the
mighty power of God, they were to live according to the Law.

A. Reason #1: To make Israel His people (Deut. 29:10-15).

The Lord their God was bringing them into a covenant relationship with
Himself. See vv. 12, 13.

B. Reason #2: To make Israel fearful (Deut. 29:16-29).

The Lord their God was warning them to keep away from the sins of the
nations and, thus, from the terrible consequences of those sins.

This section is somewhat of a prophecy of Israel's digpersion from the

land, Thomas Manton wrote (Vol. 2, p. 357):
", , . these few chapters may be looked upon as an exact calendar and
prognostication, wherein the good or bad days of this people are
expressly calculated and foretold . . ."

C. Reason #3: To make Israel hopeful (Deut. 30:1-10).

This also constitutes a prophecy of Israel's return from captivity.
Obedience from the heart would be the one indispensable condition for their
return.




Deuteronony 29
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¥eil and Delitzsch comment (The Pentateuch, Vol. TII, p. 451):
"Moses was surveying the future generally, in which not only a
curse but a blessing also would come upon the nation, according to its
attitude towards the Lord as a whole and in its several members, since
even in times of the greatest apostasy on the part of the nation there
would always be a holy sceed which could not die out; because other-
wise the nation would necessarily have been utterly and for ever
rejected, whereby the promises of God would have been brought to
nought, -- a result which was absolutely impossible," (Italics in
both places above, mine,}

D. Reason #4: To make Israel inexcusable (Deut. 30:11-14).
Deut. 29:29 belongs with these verses in its emphasis.

Note also the quotation of these verses in Rom, 10:6-8 because God has
done the same with the Gospel that He did with the Law. He did not
keep the revelation in heaven. WNor did He place it at a great distance
from them on the earth., He did not even give it to them in a language
that had to be translated. He had put it in their mouths and in their
hearts -- i.e., known and received, i.e., believed to be true.

Consequently we have
E. Reason ﬁi: To make Israel responsible (Deut. 30:15-20).

There is no conflict between unconditional promises and human responsi~
bility. The two alternatives (and only two) are set before the people
again,)with the earnest entreaty from Moses that they "choose life"

(Vn 19 .

Application: Note how the 5 reasons above have their application in principle to
all true believers today.
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