
Outline of DEUTERONOMY (LDC) 

1. THE FIRST MESSAGE (Deut. 1-4): ! REVIEW OF THE JOURNEY. 

A. The history of the journey from Horeb (Sinai) to Moab (Deut. 1-3). 

B. An appeal for Israel's obedience (as they enter the land) (Deut. 4). 

II. THE SECOND MESSAGE (Deut. 5-26): � LAW, THE�, THE LAND, AND THE LIFE. 

A. The life that pleases God -- with promises and warnings (Deut. 5-11). 
Ch. 6 is the key chapter of the book. 

B. The life that displeases God -- warnings against idolatry (Deut. 12, 13). 

C. The details of a life becoming to "the children of the Lord" (Deut. 
14:1-16:17). See Deut. 14:1a. 

D. The leaders of the nation (Deut. 16:18-19:21). 

E. War (Deut. 20). 

F. Miscellaneous laws (Deut. 21-25) .. 

G. Giving to the Lord (Deut. 26:1-15). 

H. An appeal for Israel's o�edience (Deut. 26:16-19). See Deut. 4. 

III. THE THIRD MESSAGE (Deut. 27-30): ISRAEL, THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD, THEIR GOD. 

See Deut. 27:9, 10; 29:13. 

A. The charge to Israel (DeFt. 27, 28). 

The charge consists of: 
1) Curses. 
2) Blessings. 

B. The covenant with Israel (Deut. 29, 30). 

IV. 1]g CONCLUSION (Deut. 31-34). 

A. Moses' farewell to the people (Deut. 31, 32). 

This includes Moses' explanation as to why he could not go into the 
land, the installation of Joshua to succeed him, and the wr}ting of 
the Law and the song which he gave to the people. 

B. Moses' blessing for the people (Deut. 33). 

C. Moses' death and burial (Deut. 34). 

At the command of the Lord (see Deut. 32:48-52) Moses went up upon Mount 
Nebo, saw the land, died, and was buried by the Lord. The people wept 
and mourned for thirty days. Joshua became the leader. The book 
closes with an eulogy of Moses. 
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The life that pleases God -- with promises and warnings (Deut. 5-11). 
'!'he life that displeases God -- warnings against idolatry (Deut. 12, 13) • 

The details of a life becoming;to "the children of the Lord" (Deut. 14:1-16:17). 
'!'he leaders in the 

War (Deut. 20). 
Miscellaneous laws 

Giving to the Lord 

land (Deut. 16:18-1.�h2t). 

(Deut. 21-25). 
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An appeal for Israel's obedience (Deut. 26:16-19). 
III. '!'HE '!'HIRD MESSAGE (Deut. 27, 28): THE CHARGE '1'0 ISRAEL. 

Deut. 27:9, 10 indicate that this marks the formal acoeptanoe of Israel as 
the people of God as they begimto take the next major step in. their history: 
entering the land! 

The altar is set up first with the Law written on it (Deut. 27:1-8). '!'he 
charge itself consists of: 1) €urses. 2) Blessings. 

IV. THE FOUR'I'H MESSAGE (Deut. 29, 30): THE COVENANT AT MOAB. 

See Deut. 29:13. Thus, the covenant is related to the charge in chs. 27, 28 because both are involved in making Israel the people of the Lord. 

V. '!'HE CONCLUSION (Deut. 31-34). .;It----c. i'o--t<�_,\J.�\�v"':� ...-.-. ,��<-L,--,-,v--<.-'-­"IS-�'C-� � ..IJ-"- �"\ � """-""""'--'---0.' �r' 
A. Moses' farewell to the people (Deut. 31, 32). 

This includes Moses' explanation as to why he could not go into the 
land, the installation of Joshua to succeed him, the writing of the 
law, and the composing of the BOng for the people. 

B. Moses' blessing upon the people (Deut. 33). 
C. Moses on Mount Nebo (Deut. 34). 

He sees the land, and then dies. Joshua becomes the leader, and the 
book closes with a eulogy. 
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DEUTERONOMY -- Introductory Lesson (LDC) 

1 .  Review the book, using the outline. 

2. The�: Deuteronomy -- from the Greek, � second law. It is not 
another law, different from the Mosaic Law, but a second statement of 
that Law, repeated (although not in its entirety) 

enlarged (in some cases) 
explained 
enforced -- i.e., for obedience, with many reasons given as to 

why they should be obedient. 

3.  The theme: OBEDIENCE TO THE WORD OF GOD, THE LAH. -f\'<LI<.«.,/ e,""""-te. ..... ; :D .. v..-t..Io! 
The emphasis seems to be on the first two commandments which deal with 
the people's relationship to God. All 10 are mentioned in ch. 5 ,  but the 
emphasis is on the first 2 commandments in 6 - 1 1 .  

4 .  It is especially a book for the people -- as Leviticus was especially for 
the priests and the Levites. 

5 .  It is a commentary on the Law -- needed because: 
a) Of the new generation since the Law was given the first time. 
b) It was only through obedience to the Law that the nation would be 

able to enter the land -- and to hold it! 

6 .  It completes the Pentateuch -- and should be considered in its relation­
ship with the others, especially as they relate to Israel: 
a) Genesis -- the election of the chosen people. 

Exodus -- the redemption of the chosen people. 
Leviticus -- the worship and fellowship of the chosen people. 
Numbers -- the walk of the chosen people. 
Deuteronomy -- the obedience of the chosen people. 

7 .  The importance of Deuteronomy: 

a) To the Lord Jesus Christ. It was this book that He quoted 3 times 
when He was being tempted by the Devil. See Matt. 4:1 - 1 1 ;  Deut. 
7:3 ; 6:16 ; 6:13.  

b) To the writers of the New Testament. It is quoted more than 80 
times. Counting allusions(indirect references) there are almost 
200l 

d) 

Some say it is quoted more than any other OT book. 

This contributes greatly to support for Deuteronomy as the Word of 
God because it was cites by our Lord as well as the NT writers as 
divine authorityl 

In the OT. Because the Law is of such major importance from Exodus 
20 on to the end of the OT, this gives Deuteronomy a unique place 
among all of the books, being a repetition of this important' 
revelation from God. 

To Moses. Since Moses would have to be considered as one of the 
most important of all Old Testament people, if not the very most 
important -- and because these were his last words, the book of 
Deuteronomy is extremely important for the people of God in every 
generation. 

To us today. Because of all of the above reasons, it must be considered as one of the most significant of all Biblical books. 



e) To the k ing s of I srael:  
( 1) They were to wri te their own copy. 
( 2) They were to read from it  every day. C f .  Deu t .  1 7 : 18-20  

f) To  the  people of I sra el:  I t  wa s to be read to them every 7 years . 
Cf. Deu t .  3 1 : 9-1 3 .  

8 .  Some o f  the spec ial lessons o f  the book : 

a) The cont inu ing need for the people of God to be ob edient to the 
Word of God , day af ter day, g enera t ion after generation .  

b) 

They were not to b e  ob edient in order to obtain salvation,  nor 
to retain salva tion,  but primarily because  thi s  wa s the will of  
God for His  people whom He had red e emed . 

The 
( 1) 
( 2  ) 

motive b ehind their obedi ence was to be twofold : 
The f ear of  the Lord . 
Love for the Lord . 

The two are actually inseparable in Scripture. 

c) The importanc e  of repeti tion -- the repet ition of the Law , 
Deu teronomy. 

See this principl. in Scripture : Phil. 3 : 1 ;  2 P e t .  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 ; 3 : 1 ;  
1 John 2 : 2 1 ;  Jude 5 ;  2 Thess. 2 : 5 ,  1 5 .  

Also the min i s try o f  the Holy Spirit : John 14 : 26 .  

In Deuteronomy, not only i s  the Law repeated , but the people of  
I srael are told to  "remember" : 
1 )  Wha t  they had been before - - in Egypt . 
2) The Lord - - and wha t  He had done for them. 
3) Their enemies , espec ially the Ama 1 ekites , so  they would not 

trust  them. 



DEUTERONOMY 

Intr o :  Mos e s  i s  pr eparing the children o f  I srael for the time when they 
will be .!!:! the land . 

10/23/79 

His main obj ective throughout the messages of this book is their obedience 
to God . 

Their obedience  is basically to The Law which waS given to I srael a t  Horeb 
(Sinai ) .  This is repeated in Deu t .  5 -- the first  chapter of  the second 
message.  

Obedience  to the Law is to  be an  expres sion of  their love for  God . Mos e s  
seeks t o  make I srael realize tha t there i s  no another na tion on the face 
of the earth that has the relationship to.  God that they d o .  He  chose them .  
H e  has redeemed them. H e  brought them ou t o f  Egypt t o  bring them into 
Canaan.  In the land they are to c oncentra te on knowing the Lord , 

loving the Lor d ,  
worshipping the Lor d ,  
obeying the Lord . 

Our Lord made is clear that the whole Law could be summed up und er two 
c ommandment s :  
1 )  Deu t .  6 : 5 . 
2 )  Lev. 1 9: 1 8 .  Cf . Rom. 13:8 - 1 0 .  
S e e  Ma t t .  22:34-40.  

U p  to and including Deu t .  13 ,  Mo s e s  is c onc erned mainly with the commandments 
in the Law which have to do with the people ' s  r ela tionship to God . This tak es  
both a positive and  a negative empha sis: 
1 )  Positively to obey the Law. 
2) Nega tively -- to have nothing to do with idolatry in any form. 

Chapter by chap ter we see  the following themes from chapter 5 through 13: 

1 )  The Law is r epeated -- God ' s  covenant with His people -- with the favorable 
response of the people , but also that Mo s e s  teach them instead of having 
God speak dir ec tly to them . This is chapter 5 .  

2 )  From chapter 6 on we see  Mo s e s  in the role of a t eacher -- and the basic s  
of  that teaching , how the Law is t o  b e  u s ed b y  the people , the ble s sing s 
promised , and the purposes are  all stated in chapter 6 .  

3 )  Chapter 7 -- the Law governing I sra el ' s r elationship with the Canaanite 
nations .  

4 )  Chapters 8 through 1 0  refer again especially t o  I srael 
a saf eguard against two of  I srael's most c ommon sins: 

a )  Prid e - - in chapt er 8 .  

the Law as  

b)  Rebellion (being a s tiffnecked people ) -- in chapters 9 ,  1 0 .  

5 )  Chapter 1 1  deals with obedience t o  the Law a s  a requir ement for 
entering the land and remaining in the land.  

6 )  Chapter 1 2  speaks especially of  � place where the Lord � choos e  1£ 
plac e  His�. Several additional refer ences  are made in Deuteronomy, 
all pointing to 1 King s 8:2 2-30,  48 where we see that this includes:  
1 )  The land . 
2 )  The city, i. e . , Jeru salem . 
3 )  The temple.  

7 )  Chapter 13 deals with idolatry -- that it  is always to  be rej ected 
r egardles s  of  those who migh t  encourage it. 
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"He intends to declare the glory and magnific ence 
of God and thus to coax the people to trust  the 
d ivine goodne s s  and to fear His wra th so  that , , 
taught by experienc e ,  they might become ready 
to rece ive His  Law from the heart" ( Lec tures on 
Deuteronomy, p .  16 ) .  
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_ Concerning_v._. ;0: _ _  _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ ______ _______ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

"Here the glory and power of free will is extolled, namely, that it is 
s-imply- noth-ingj-as also Rom. 1: 24 says: --'God-gave-them --over--to--their­
desires'; and Rom. 9:18: 'Whom He wills, He hardens.' If, therefore, 
it has any power at all, -wen;- Hit it keep theL()i'd fi'oIn.hlI.rdenrng it" 
(Luther, De_uteroIiomy, p. :;6). 
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DEUTERONOMY 5 -- The beginning of Message #2. 
The mes sage continues through Deut. 26. 

The theme of Message #2: the Covenant which God madewith all Israel at 
Horeb (Sinai). See Deut. 5:2. 

Deut. 5 is both the introductory and foundational chapter of Message #2. 
We have in Deut. 5: �
4

1l What Moses said to the people (vv. 1-5, 32� 33). 
What the Lord said to the people (vv. 6-22). 
What the people said to Moses (vv. 23-27). 
What the Lord said to Moses (vv. 28-31). 

We also have an emphasis on the present (at that time) , the past (from their 
point-of-view), and the future: 1� The present (v. 1). 2 The past (vv. 2-31). 3 The future (vv. 32, 33). 
THE OUTLINE OF DEUTERONOMY 5: 1. The call given by Moses -- introducing the theme: the covenant given at 

Horeb (vv. 1-5). 
2. The Law repeated (vv. 6-22). 

It was given first at Sinai. See Ex. 20. This chapter gives us the reason 
why the book is called Deuteronomy (lit., a second law -- second, not 
because it is different from the Law in Ex. 20, but because it is here 
given a second time, repeated). 

3. The fear of the people -- with their earnest request that Moses henceforth 
act as a mediator (vv. 23-27). 

4. The response of the Lord -- showing pleasure in v. 28, concern in v. 29, 
and compassion in vv. 30, 31 (vv. 28-31). 5. Moses' charge to the people of Israel -- keynoting his Message #2 (vv. 32, 33). 

What answers does this chapter give us to the question, � � 1h!� 
give � � �.!£ Israel? 

There are three answers: 
1) It was given for the people to obey. 
2) It was given to reveal the glory and greatness of God. See v. 24. This 

has to do with both the content of the Law and the manner in which it 
was given to the people. 3) It was that through their obedience they might be kept from sin and might 
experience happiness. See vv. 10, 29, 33. Matthew Henry has expressed 
it in this way: "The only way to be happy is to be holy" (Vol. I, p. 750). 

L. Dwight Custis, Pastor 
Central Bible Church 
Portland , Oregon 
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�very situation was 
man ' s  handlTrig of H rather than God ' s  plan for i t ,  and they had looked 
up()Il . i;hEl llaPJli.nes"- ()L.l:l1l,lll� J,l�:i..llgs Jj.s :tll!l )ll().st Jnt"'r",s:ting aqd important 
thing in creation, for God no less than for themselves. But now they 
see that thi s . man-centred. outlook-� sinf·ul and unbibl-ical ; they see 
that , from one standpoint , the whole purpose of the Bible is to over­
throw it , and that books like Deuteronomy and Isaiah and John ' s  Gospel 
and Romans smash l! to smithereens in almost every chapter; and they 
real lie - -tha. t -lienceI'orth -CO-a·inust·-·be-c-entral -iri ·thei.£ tliough t s 

. 
and 

con_c�rIls ,_ jllSt �s . 1!e . .is _ceIltr�.1. ii!reaU ty ill His own world" (P. 30 -­
italics mine ) .  
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�. 'b »C.  \ 4- . :::' I > "And I"r"el §iLw tl)"l-t great _work which the Lord did . 
upon the.""Egy;ptians: and the people feared the Lord, 
and· believed the Lord, and His servant Moses . '" 

1 Sam. 1 2 : 1 6-19, "Now therefore stand .and. see this great thing, which the 
Lord will do before your eyes.  Is it not wheat harvest 

. .  to· day? I- will call unto the -Lord,- and- he' shaH-'-send 
thunder and rain; that ye may perceive and see that your 
wickedness is great ; whi-ell Y'" 'have done in the sight of 
the Lord •. in asking you a king. So Samuel called unto 
the Lord; and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day: 

. _and .all ._the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel • .. 

And all the people said unto Samuel ,  Pray for thy servants 
. unto the Lord thy God-,- that --we- die-not: -for we have' added -
unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king. " 

Psa. 33: 8 ,  "Let all the earth fear the Lord: ... let all the inhabitants of 
the world stand in awee of him. " 
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"at l ength" t"tley "advanced so far a s  to think that God wa s not with 
them , un l e s s  H e  compl i ed with their wicked lusts • . �e perceive , 
then , tha t God cannot be rightly worsh ipped unl e s s  when He has 
H i s  pecu l iar a ttr ibu tes acknowledged •

. 
Wh

'
enc e ,  a l s o ,  it appears 

that . tru.e . .  piety c ann o t be d i s s ever.ed. frQm .faith., . becaus e, i f- we 
confe s s  that every des irable go od dwells in Him,  we shal l expect 
and · s e ek-·for a l l  things from Him ; we .-s·hal'l al'so ·pa tien t ly and 
contentedly al l ow our s e lves  to be governed by H i s  wi l l ,  and , in 
a word , g ive up ourselves and our lives into H i s  hand s " e Va l. I ,  
p p .  421 , 422) .  

�'_Z.-'�'-A�.'_4".Z"- �k.A..��A.." G-\.A.AJ ;"---"-�� CL-l�r-.f'.-�1 � � � , � � J.N \-....A..� � 
� Xo M I  � � " �  ,�" L w.�l : " �" "  � �  , ' ilO "\::? '�� '� -4--,lJ�Z:-ifj� r - - - ' . 

� �_�_��L _�' ....:.....x- .. �-l- � ���-- - ., , . , 
: � )  :....- -,--" , h-� �\.. �. Calvin says: . "Whence. it appears how difficult it i s  for men to be duly 

prepared for keeping the law, sinoe God does not in vain so often stimulate 
their indolence ;  for there is a silent reproof- conveyed"ei-ther"of· their 
indolence or instability, when God does not cease to insist, on what it would have 
been sufficient to have pointed out in a single word. We must also remark the 
righteousness, that they should do what is right la the sight of the Lord; 
in opposition to the reason and judgment of the flesh" (Vol. I, p. 39W 
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"Those who think that .there was cru�lt;y in this command, usu\-);, too I.lgreat 

authority in respect to Him who is the judge of all. The objection is specious 
that the people of God were unreasonably .. imbue<i with inhumanity, -so that , . "dvancing 
with murderous atrocity, they should spare neither sex nor age. But we must first 
remember what we shall see hereafter, i.e', ,, that· when God has destined the ' land 
for His people, He was at liberty utterly to destroy the former inhabitants ,  
so that its possession might be free for ·tl1em; We· ·Illi.lst ·then go furtl1er�-and' say 
that He desired the just demonstration of His vengeance to appear upon these 
nations. Four hundred years before 1k � ,justly punished their many sins, ill � 1k SUB ended His sentence and patiently bO!lme � them, if haply they might 
repent italics mine) .  That sentence is well known, ' The iniquity of the Amorites 
is not yet full . '  (Gen. xv. 1 6. )  After God had shewn His mercy' for four centuries, 

(Over) 



(Continued from preoeding page . ) 

and this clemency had increased both their audacity and madnes s ,  so that they 
had not ceased -to pr6voke' Ris wrath, surely it was no act of cruelty to 

:, compensate for the delay by the grievousnes s  of the punishment . .And hence appears 
: the foul � detestable perversity 2L the human intellect (italics mine) . We are I indignant if He . does . not smile at onc e ;  if He delays punishment our zeal accuses 

Him of slackne s s  and want of energy; yet, when He comes forth as the avenger of 
, guilt ,- we either call Him cruel , or at least complain of His severity. Tet His ! justice will always absolve Him (italics mine -- and it coul<i. b.e a.d��d, . even in 

C'<lnnectiofC with hell) ; and our calUmi:iies and detractions will recoil upon our 
I own heads. He commanded ""'Y§!lLJl£.R.QIl§ j;Q be utterly. destroyed; that is . .  to say, Tarter they .lli:2.. ad.d.ed sirl to � for 400 years, .!l£ that their accumulation was 

immense , . .  an<Lex:perience_�_.taugh-t that ·they -�-ebs·tina·te-·and incurable ti talic s 
mine) . It will therefore be said el sewhere, that the land ' spewed them out , ' (Lev·. xviii. 28 j ) as ' if -it had eased itself , ' when burdened by their' filthines s .  
If impiety is intolerable t o  the lifeless element , why should we wonder that God 
in His character of Judge exerCised 'extremem severity? :Sut if -(j'od' s' wrath was 
just, He might surely cl:tQ.ose. wl1a.tever ministers and .executioners of it He pleased; ; and when He had given this commission to His people ,  it was not unreasonable 

: that He should forbid them to pity · these whem He had appointed for destruction. i For what can be more preposterous than for men to vie with God in clemency? 
, and when it·. pleases the Master to be severe, fbr· ·the servants to assume to them­

selves the right of shewing mercy? Therefore God often reproves the Israelites 
for being improperly merciful . And hence it came to pass that the people, whom 

: they ought tc have destroyed, became as thorns and briars to prick them. 
, (Josh. xxiii. 1 3 , and throughout the book of Judges . ) Away, then, with all ! temerity, whereby we would presumptuously restrict God ' s  power to '  the puny measure : of our reason; and rather let us learn reverently to regard those works of His ,  
: who se cause i s  concealed from' us, than ,;antonly c:d ticise them. Especially when 
' He declares to us the just grounds of His vengeance, let us learn to subscribe to 

His decrees with the humility and modesty that becomes us, rather than to oppose 
them in vain , and. i"deed .to our own confusion" (Calvin' s Harmony of the Pent . ,  

I II, 394, 395 ) .  
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Adam C lark e ,  Vo l .  I ,  p .  758 : -- --,-'God--ne;,-er-��;-itsany
-

tr i bu la tion t-� befallhi s f o l l ower s ,  wh ich he 
does not _de.sign ____ to _tur.n. _.t.o. __ .. the Lr __ advan_tag e .  1;.Jhen he permi ts  us to 
hunger , it  i s  that his mercy may be the more obs ervable in provi ding 
us' wtth t-h-e- n-ec-e-s-s-a-ri-e-s---of---l-i-f-e-.- - "Pr-ivati-ons i --in- the- way of provid-enc e ,  
are the for erunners of mercy and goodness  abundan t . "  



���� ---. .  �--



_ 1--.. ___ _ I I 

- -------�--- --- -I- - - _ . �  ______ _ _ 

"-,----- -- -------
i ------1--------

, 
" ____ _ _  1-.-___ _ . .  _____ � __ 

----+i- - - -

� -�- -� - � - ----



\'  - � ��,-,-L � �� r ,�. � ' I\" '1'1- . 

_ "l..) ",,----S I....>--L.- � ��-() G--lY-- � �� � _v,.-.�bl\ - e ��.o...-L �-<'_�L-. � V�r �, � (\..-",--,"CU_.A.--G 
.. � � �T � � � " " " \�� ')' 

. ___ !�-')_ Q� __ \� :=, 'L  _ _  - _ " � ���� 'O--�-r Fh<�LL _ 

. - - .�� �-. - - - - - ----- .. . _ - -_. _-- -- -
. - _u _ - ' ���0: . ��_k-�� �'-_� JA� ML.--1J- -

. AIl--"---- � ..  - .- - . .  - . __ _ _ -_ ___ _ _ __ _ ... . . _ . .. . _ _  . _  .. 

4-\10\'1'1 _ __ _  k..U" � . .  � . ... � �.9-..-L� ,;Q>..,..>-- --� 
. -'M.� ll l - I 't.)  W--� ;(� .� � �L 

� � � -Z"--'--- � . 





"Anoth�r lesson is now added, viz. , that because God formerly fed and clothed them 
gratui�ously, and without any act of their own, they thence are taught that , even 
whilst ithey strenuously labour and strive , whatever they acquire is not so much the rewardioT tneir owrl lua:us'Gry as-- tlie- -fru:H or Cod-'-s- bles-sing. - -:FOr he not oiilyaTTlfiiis--

u that a] their fiJ:'SJ_entrance_ :Lgt-,,-J;he land t® were enriched, because God d&alt l'1:i t"'h-'---__ 

them l�berally, but He extends this to the whole course of human life , that men obtain 
-nothing-by _thtl"nwn _ _  vigilance_ and diligence , __ except __ in -so faI'--as-God- bles-ses - them -from - - ­

above" ' (Calvin, I ,  pp. 400, 401 ) .  
____ �. __ , __ _1,__ _ �  ____ _ _ ___________ . 
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DEUTERONOJVIY 9-1 1 ( LDC) 

The emphasis continues to be on obedience . In chapter 8 (verse 2)  Moses had indicated 
that the Lord had led them as He did in order to humble them to see whether or not 
they would keep His commandments.  Thus pride was the great threat to their obedience 
and to their blessing. As chapter 9 begins the people are warned against thinking 
that it was because of their righteousness that the Lord was driving the Canaanites 
out of their land. Instead it was because of the wickedness of the Canaanites. 

I. The Purpose of God for Israel (Deut . 9: 1 ,  2 ) . They were to go in to possess 
the land of Canaan even though, human speaking, it was utterly impossible. 

II. The Reasons for Israel ' s  Blessing (Deut . 9 : 3-6 ) .  Or, the reasons why the success 
of Israel ' s  conquest of Canaan was guaranteed. 
A. Because it was a work which the Lord would do (Deut . 9 : 3 ) . 
B.  Because it was not dependent upon their merit ,  i . e . , their righteousness 

(Deut . 9 : 4-6) .  
C.  Because it was imperative that the Lord punish the Canaanites for their 

sins (Deut . 9 : 4b ,  5a) . Cf. Gen. 1 5 : 1 6 .  
D. Because the Lord will always be faithful to His promises (Deut . 9: 5b) . 

Note: The Lord has charged Israel 'fi th being "a stiffnecked people" (Deut 9: 6 ) . 
He nO>l gives His proofs of that charge. The next section, in many respects ,  
is  a court scene >lith Israel charged >lith rebellion against the Lord. 

III. The �roof that Israel Was Stiffnecked (Deut . 9 : 7-24) . 
A. The general charge (Deut . 9 : 7 ) .  
B. The specific instances of rebellion (Deut . 9: 8-23) . 

1 .  At Horeb , or Sinai (Deut . 9: 8-21 ) .  
2 .  At Taberah, at Massah, at Kibroth-hataavah (Deut . 9: 22) . 
3.  At Kadesh Barnea (Deut . 9: 23) . 

C. The summation of the charge (Deut . 9: 24) . Moses has spoken as a prosecuting 
attorney. 

IV. The Intercession (or Mediation) of Moses (Deut . 9: 25-29) . See verse 1 8. 
A. The circumstances (Deut . 9 : 2 5 ) .  
B. The details of his prayer (Deut . 9: 26-29) .  

1 .  His petition (Deut . 9: 26) . 
2 .  His plea (Deut . 9 : 27 ) .  
3 .  His purpose (Deut . 9: 28) . 
4. His peace (Deut . 9: 29) . 

V. The Evidences of God' s Answer to }loses ' Prayer (Deut . 1 0 : 1 -1 1 ) .  
A. The La>l >las given again (Deut . 1 0: 1 -5 ) . 
B. 
c. 
D. 
E. 
F. 

The j ourney was continued (Deut. 1 0: 6a, 7 ) .  
The priesthood >las perpetuated (Deut . 1 0 : 6b) . 
The Levites were appointed (Deut. 1 0 : 8 ,  9 ) . 
The Israelites >lere not destroyed (Deut . 1 0 : 1 0 ) .  
The Lord told them they >lere going into the land (Deut . 1 0: 1 1 ) .  



DEUTERONOMY 9-1 1 (2 )  

VI. The Consequences  of God ' s  Grace in Sparing H i s  Peopl e ,  I srael ( D eu t .  
1 0 : 1 2 - 1 1 : 3 2 ) .  

A .  The divine requiremen t s  upon the people ( Deut .  1 0 : 1 2 ,  1 3 ) . 

B .  The two bases upon which these requirements  are found ed ( Deu t .  1 0 :  
14- 1 1 : 7 ) :  

1 .  Becau se  of the greatness  and grace of God in choosing I srael 
( Deu t .  1 0 : 14-22 ) .  This explains  the u l t imat e  reason ' that 
they were the people of God , that i s ,  their election.  

2 .  Becau s e  of the greatness  and grace of God in redeeming I srae l ,  
and keeping I srael ( Deu t .  1 1 : 1- 7 ) .  

C .  The rewards  promised  for obedience ( D eut . 1 1 : 8-25 ) .  

1 .  They wi l l  be able  to get  into the land and s tay there ( Deut .  
1 1 : 8 ,  9 ) .  

2 .  They wi l l  continue to see God ' s  b l e s s ing upon the land ( Deut .  
1 1 : 1 0 - 1 7 ) .  

3 .  Their fam i l i e s  wi l l  experience days of heaven on earth ( Deut .  
1 1 : 1 8 - 2 1 ) .  

4 .  They wi l l  have cont inual victory over their enemies  ( Deu t .  
1 1 : 2 2-2 5 ) .  

VI I .  The Conc lusion : the only two a l terna tives ( Deu t .  1 1 : 26 - 3 2 ) .  
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. , "NQ.w. let them . lay. a l L  thi s together , and i t. wi!l aJl.Jl.e.a.r . that 
wha tever favour God shou ld hereafter show them in subduing 
the ir· enem·ie·s· and pu t·tcing th em ·i n· pos·s e s·s·j,en--e f--the ·-1-a·n d·-of· . 
Canaan , i t  was not for their r ighteou sn e s s  ( I ta l i c s  mine - -· " - f:-e-;-;---n'-ot-:::-b�u�-of )--.· ' - It- Ts good-- f'ot -'us o-f-ten-t-{r-r-ememb-e-r -

ag� inst our selve s ,  w�th _ _  sorrow and shame , our f ormer . .  s ins , 
and 'to review -

th
'
e rec

'ords
' 

conscience keeps o f  the";'- that we 
may . see how much we are indebted _tQ..fr_ee .. grac e , _and_may .bumb.ly 
own that "'e n ever merited at God ' s  hand any thing but wrath 
and the curse"  (Ma tthew H enry , I ,  p .  766 ) .  
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"The expression, " "i th thy foot , ' probably refers to 
in use there , which are "rorked .  by the fee t ,  and over 
passes with pails attached, for dral,ing up the \Vater 

the large pumping wheels still 
,rhich a long endless rope 

" (K & D, III,  347 ) .  

"In chap. xi . he expre sses the same ,thing more plainly and in greater detail , by 
the addHion of a comparison vrith the land of Egypt ; the - fruitfulness of which, 
al:l<hough i t is ma,J:'v:e])gus from tl1e_ yea:r::1Y_ inunda, ti,0_n_2_L :1;11",-_ jl!ile, _ani( iE_ reno"med 
as an extraordinary miracl e ,  yet requires much' labour and cultivation, since it 

. i s  -irrigated -by- -means of drains -by: the-hand and---industry of- men .-- · -But the- land of 
Canaan depends on God ' s  blessing, and \Vait s  for the rain from heaven. Moreover 
Mose s · extols in glo;ring words the peculiar privilege of the· land-; -saying,- that it 
i s  ever looked upon by God, in order that, on thei r part , the I sraelites might 
at"tentTvelj, and -corisfarifry al so,- - looK-1;o--ifim; For-ffils-is- the force -<if the \<lords,  

__ -' a:L\Vay-,,-, _ _ from the J2_�g:j,nnj,l1g _ oJ' .  tl)ELJ'.eA�, _�J'.en_ unto _the_ . .eI)li QJ :th.e_y.e-"rL� _"8_ if he 
had said, that they \Vould be ungrateful to God, unless they constantly and zealously 
directed their rega�ds to - Him, since He never ceased -da;b.ly to --Iook on them • .  - It is 
true , indded, that there is no corner of the earth whcih does not experience God ' s  

- blessing, witniss- the -·1'act -that the Nil-e - fertil-izes the - whole of Egypt ; but , ­
because thatOHa�pens once a year, and since its \Vaters are conducted hither and 

. tlii therby'- ((rains -arti:t:CCi8:1iy made 1Jy man, - Moses; . there:f'ore ; -not improperli makes 
it . the groUl1d of _his exhortation _tba t they shQuld ___ cpnstna tly gi ve themselves to 
meditation on the La\<l; for not only at a particular season of the year, but almost 
at every moment, theohr- necessity -\VQuld- compel them -to--ask for God ' s  aid, When - they 
saw that the land \Vas ever requiring from Him the remedy for its dryness" (Calvin, 
I ,  393); 
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l iThe expectation of  new l ight b eyond the scripture -- a conce i t  

that pos sess eth the hearts o f  many now-a-day s .  I d o  n o t  speak 
of degrees of knowledge • • •  but I speak of a new r evelat ion • 

• • • when we expect new revelations b eyond the word , i t  l eads  
to atheism. 1I 

) \-c. � � Ko ,� �� ��.,..Y: 
" ther� sha l l  b e  new revelations g iven to the wor l d ,  and we 
sha l l  be wiser than the apo s t l e s , and have a c l earer light • • •  



N o  other reve l a t i on i s  to b e  exp ected t i l l  the Lord c om e .  T h e s e  
a r e  b u t  vain devi c e s  to c h ea t  y o u  of your r e l i g ion , a n d  to keep 

··-th·e--B-01l-l-· · from-a set t 1 em e nt-i-rr--th-e-· pI e s ent- t I u tIL , a nd-'-t-hat -WlIT""--·_ u.  
o f  r e l ig ion that G o d  hath appointed a n d  s e t  u p ,  to k e ep u p  

. hTs -respeCES·Tft--flie·worId. Thu s ·you----neea to be ski11eifiii·· lne·---
.. .. _.-

. _ _ sub t l e  �nter'p'".:l,s_e-". o.f Satan , that �1.e s . i.n. wai.!. t() <l.!,.,,-eJ..Y.� . •  " 
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DEUTERONOMY 1 2 

The question we need to ask and to answer from this chapter: WHY DID THE LORD �UT 
� SUCH AN OBLIGATION UPON HIS PEOPLE -- THAT THEY SHOULD WORSHIP HIM WITH 
THEIR SACRIFICES ONLY IN THE PLACE WHERE HE WOULD CHOOSE TO PLACE HIS NAME? (I say , "with theIrSacrifice s , "  because it was possible for them to pray or to 
worship the Lord from their hearts in � place, but, if the prescribed sacrifices 
were to be used, it could be only in this � place. ) 
There are many answers to this question. To learn what they are requires a survey 
of the whole chapter. 

1 .  It was one (or another) of the many ways in which the Lord their God was teaching 
them to be obedient to His will. Thus , it was a test of their obedience -- of 
their willingness or unwillingness to do what God wanted them to do. See vv. 
1 ,  1 1 ,  14 ,  1 6 ,  18 ,  26-28, 32. 

2 .  It taught them God' s sovereign authority over their worship. 

4. 

The whole chapter indicates this. The idea did not come 
from the Lord their God. Nor did He ask their approval . 
because He had chosen them and redeemed them, and He had 
them what they had to do. 

from the people, but 
They were His people 

eve�right to tell 

It would keep them from idolatry. This 
the human heart -- not only to worship, 
the way � feel that it should be done. 

is one of the strongest tendencies in 
but to worship many gods, and to do it 

See vv. 2 ,  1 3 ,  29-30. 

Note the subtle danger in the statement in our Constitution -- that we are a 
people free to worship God according � �  dictates ££ � �  consciences! 

It indicated that there was only one, true God. 
with the many places the Canaanites had because 

Cf. Deut . 6:4.  Contrast 
there were many gods. 

Note the Lord' s Name as it appears throughout the chapter. Although there 

this 

are three Persons in the Godhead, yet They are one in nature , and it is imposs­
ible to worship One of them without worshipping the Others. 

Note also the emphasis in this chapter on THEOLOGY. There is a real tendency 
to minimize and even to ridicule theology today. Don ' t  let anyone deceive 
you by this. The person who ridicules theology, ridicules the truth of the 
Word, and they are ridiculing God. They are trying to get us to believe that 
knowledge i s  not important -- that we just need to be concerned about what we 
do. B12t the truth is that what we believe determines what we are going to do, 
and the person who does not know much is the person who is liable to do any­
thing and call it serving the Lord. 

5. It stressed the fact that, in coming to the place where the Lord had placed 
His Name , they were in their worship coming to the Lord and seeking Him. 
It gave the Lord the pre-eminence. 

How easy it i s  for the offering of sacrifices to become ends in themselves !  
That often happened in Israel benause they lost sight o f  the fact that they 
were coming to � �. 

6. For the Lord to place His Name among them in a certain place was evident that 
He was their God, and that they were His ',eople .  """- ', .. ....... IIe.:I. . .. Lh<:.- Wo c lc ·'10 �� G-c � • " 

7 .  I t  also was evidence that the Lord ' s  favor was upon them. 



8 .  The emphasis upon "His Name" i s  an indication of an emphasis upon the personality 
and nature of the Lord. 

9. 

What is His Name? Cf. again Deut . 6:4, "Hear, 0 Israel: The Lord our God is 
one Lord . "  Note also how the Lord is refe=ed to throughout Deut . 1 2 .  Over 
and over again we have , "the Lord your God. " 

"Lord" is Jehovah; "God" is Elohim. The ideas given in the first are that God 
is a living, eternal , and unchanging God; in the second, that He is mighty -­

actually omnipotent ! 

This is more theology, but what a difference it makes in our lives when we 
really come to know the Lord as He i s !  

I t  taught them the need for UNITY among the people. This chapter is addressed 
to all of the people of God who were all to come to one place to worship and 
to prai se the one and only true God -- the Lord their God! ..,.. UN1"T'I $�e..I> oN -It 

��C.I t= I c. ,  vtJ-fr1-""f"'£CU\b\-E. 
There was no such thing in those days as "doing your own thing " IU;.J",-""",o>.l Or "'OJ> -• '�� 1tJ�""e.. It 

10. I t  was t o  keep them from being like the Canaanites. See vv .  2,  ) ,  29-)1 . 

How many things in our churches are there because of what is presently going 
on in the world, instead of limiting ourselves to what we find in the Word of 
God. Today the Church is deliberately trying to be like the world -- a practice 
that is strictly forbidden in both the Old and New Testaments !  

What are we going to do about it? 

1 1 .  It taught them to give to the Lord, and to give to the Lord first. See vv. 
6, 1 1 ,  1 7 ,  26 , 27 . 

12 .  

This is referred to by 
of giving. This means 
heart s to give to God. 
which is taught in the 

the Apostle Paul in 2 Cor. 8 ,  9 as a grace -- the 
that it is a gift from God when we find it in our 

We must honor the Lord with what He has given us 
New Testament as well as in the Old. 

grace 

It taught them to praise 
had to, but to oome with 
for His many blessings. 

the Lord -- not to come 
joy, worshipping Him as 
See vv. 7 ,  1 2 , 18 .  

grudgingly, nor because they 
a Person and praising Him 

1 ) . It emphasized the fact that their main concern was to please the Lord -- not 
to please themselves, or the Canaanites. See vv. 25, 28. 

14.  

How different our lives would be if this were always our main concern� Cf. 
1 Cor. 10 :31 ; Col. ) : 1 7 ,  23. 

It was to be a time for self-examination and heart-searching. 
19 ,  29, 30. Note the expression, "Take heed to thyself . n See vv. 1 3 , 

1 5. It was all designed for their blessing. See vv. 25, 28. See also the 
emphasis on their "rest" in vv. 9-12 .  

Previously in Mose s '  message he had brought out that Israel ' s  ability to 
get into the land, to stay in the land, and to experience the blessing of 
God in the land, was dependent upon their obedience .  Going to "the place" 
to worship the Lord was a vital part of that obedience .  

1 6� It prevented them from seeking additional revelations apart from the Word which 

the Lord had given. See vv. 29, 30. 



Thomas Manton (Vol. 14, pp. 1 37 ,  1 38)  speaks of: 
"The expectation of new light beyond the scripture -- a conceit that 

possesseth the hearts of many now-a-days. I do not speak of degrees 

Deut . 1 2  C7) 

of knowledge • • • but I speak of a new revelation. • • •  when we expect 
new revelations beyond the word, it leads to atheism." 

He goes on to say that some expect that 
"there shall be new revelations given to the world, and we shall be wiser 
than the apostles, and have a clearer light. • •  No other revelation is 
to be expected till the Lord come. These are but vain devices to cheat 
you of your religion, and to keep the soul from a settlement in the 
present truth, and that way of religion that God hath appointed and 
set up, to keep up his respects in the world. Thus you need to be 
skilled in othe subtle enterprises of Satan, that lies in wait to deceive." 

1 7 .  Along this same line, obedience to the Lord in going to "the place" where He 
had chosen to place His Name , demonstrated their willingness to be limited 
to the revealed Word -- no more , and no less. See v. 32. 

The Church has always gotten into difficulty when it has, regarding worship (or anything else) , either added things not in Scripture, or in ignoring 
things that are there ! All that was necessary for the true worship of God 
was given by Moses from 'GOd. To add heathen'" worship, or to omit any part 
of what God had given, made their worship not only unacceptable to God, but 
also provoked the wrath of God unto judgment ! 

18.  I t  taught them t o  be concerned about their spiritual leaders. Note what Moses 
has to say about !h! Levites. See vv. 1 2 ,  1 9 .  

1 9 .  One of the most important parts of this chapter is this: It points propheti­
cally, in type, to our Lord Jesus Christ. Cf. John 1 : 1 4. 
�a....\£'-I \'S> -t"�£ O N \-"I W-A-'1 - ::fo.t-ltr..::! 1 4-: tt,. ·, ...... c....,-.s 4-.. \').... . 

Note also hOW the Lord claimed that He came in the Father' s  Name , and worked 
in His Father' s Name. See John 5:43; 10:25;  1 2 : 1 3 ;  1 7 : 6, 26. 

20. The eating (see vv. 7 ,  1 7-1 9, 21 , 26, 27 ) taught them that they were to 
appropriate that which they brought -- as we are to feed on that which 
speaks of Christ that we may become like Him. Cf. 1 Pet. 2:2 ,  3;  2 Pet. 
3: 18 .  

- 0 - 0 - '  , 0  - 0 -



1 1 / 20 / 79 

DEUTERONOMY 13  

In  applying what Mo ses  in the book of Deuteronomy has  to  say  about the 
wor ship of heathen god s ,  the edi tor of Luther ' s  commentary on DeuteronDmy 
gives this  helpful footnote on p .  6 9 :  

"The most c e l ebrated d i scuss ion of th i s  theme appears in Luther ' s  
Large Catechi sm wri tten in 1 5 2 9 ,  four years after this commentary : 
' A  god i s  that to which we l ook for a l l  good and in wh ich we f ind 
r efuge in every time of n eed . To have a god i s  noth ing e l s e  than to 
tru s t  and b e l i eve him with our who l e  heart . '  The Book of  Concor d ,  
p .  365 . "  

Under the second � ,  Calvin mak es  the f o l l owing statements : 

"So now God declares that a l l  our tenderest  affection s ,  wh ich are 
implanted in us by nature ,  and in which a l l  the best persons  
sometimes indu l g e ,  are  s infu l ,  if they hinder u s  from vind icating 
H i s  g l ory" ( I I  ( 1 1 ) , . 8 2 ) .  

"Man ' s  neighbourhood to each other commonly produc es , by the inter­
communication ,  a conformity of hab i t s . Thus errors pass  from one 
to another ; and s ince we are g enera l ly prone to evi l ,  the wor s e  
pervert the better" ( Op .  c it . ,  p .  8 3 ) .  

"Meanwh i l e ,  God exa lts  the faith wh ich i s  founded on His  Word , in 
c ompari son with the manner s , institution s ,  rites , and cus toms of a l l  
nations ; for none has made any true prof iciency i n  relig ion un l e s s  he 
abominates whatever is opposed to it" ( Ib id . ) .  
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DEUTERONOMY 1 4 : 1 - 1 5 : 1 8 .  (The r emaind er of chapter 1 5 ,  ver s e s  1 9 - 2 3 ,  seems 
to go with chapter 1 6 . )  

11 / 2 7 / 7 9 

In thi s ,  Mos e s ' s econd m e s sag e ,  the empha s i s  up through chapter 1 3  has b een 
genera l ,  with r egard to the need for obedienc e .  Now Mo s e s  becomes more 
spe c i f i c ,  o r  deta i l ed ,  i n  that he turns t o  par ticu lar things that the peop l e  
o f  I srael are either t o  d o ,  o r  not d o .  

The out l ine : � Prohibitions  r egard ing the dead ( 14 : 1 ,  2 ) .  
2 )  Regu lat ions r egard ing eat ing ( 14 : 3- 2 1 ) .  
3 )  Requirements r egarding the tithe ( 14 : 2 2 - 29 ) .  
4 )  Obl igations r egard ing the s eventh year ( 1 5 : 1 - 1 8 ) .  
Note : "At t h e  end of  t h r e e  y e a r s "  must  mean three years after the Sabba tic 

year , or occasiona l ly this  year cou l d  c ome on the Sabattic year.  
kl so - - " A t  t h e  e n d  o f  every s even y e a r s "  ( Deu t .  1 S : l a )  mu st  mean 
ac tua lly  tha t ,  and not be a refer ence to the Sabbatic year , becau s e  
servan ts wou l d  not begin t o  serve j u st after the Sabbatic year wa s 
over . 

The qu est ion that c onc erns � WHY � SUCH COMMANDMENTS G IVEN ? In answer­
ing thi s ,  we l earn two thing s :  
1 )  The spiritual  impor tance of the se  laws a s  they related t o  I srael . 
2 )  The spiritual signif icance that they have for us  today . 

N o t e ,  f irst  of a l l ,  the statement upon which a l l  of the s e  laws are g iven : 
"Ye a r e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of t h e  Lord your God (Deut.  14 : 1  .. ) . \ In other words ,  these laws are g iven for a very res tricted group of  peopl e ,  

the children of God , and they a l l  have to d o  with that basic  fac t .  

This  shou ld raise  the questions : What i s  a child  o f  God?  
Am I a chi l d  of  God? 

How is the que s tion answered her e ?  S e e  v.  2 .  The empha s i s  here and a l l  the 
way through this passage i s  on the ultimate reason -- they � God ' s  choice 
in preferenc e to a l l  other na tions . 

I t  i s  not for u s  to question God on thi s poin t ,  but to r ecogniz e  that thi s i s  
a fact o f  d ivine r evelation ! C f .  J ohn 1 5 : 16 ;  Eph. 1 : 3 ,  4 ;  2 The s s .  2 : 1 3 ,  1 4 .  
W e  need to b e l i eve , but th i s  i s  not what determines our place i n  the family 
of God.  Our faith i s  the outworking of God ' s  sovereign and e ternal cho ice .  

S o ,  now, we go back to our or iginal qu estion :  WHY WERE SUCH COMMANDMENTS 
GIVEN ? The first  anSwer i s :  

I .  Point 1Fl :  " F o r  thou a r t  an h o l y  p e o p l e  u n t o  t h e  Lord thy God , 
.. c.. . " and th e Lord h a t h  c h o s en thee t o  b e  a p .... cu �ar p e o p l e  

unto h im s e l f ,  
a bove a l l  t h e  n a t i on s  that a r e  upon the e a r t h . "  

We have thr ee word s  of importance her e :  
1 )  r rHo l y ,  I I  mean ing , to b e  pur e or c l ean , to b e  set apar t ,  consecrat ed . 
2 )  "Pecu l iar , I I  meaning , that which one has acqu ired , one ' s  own private 

property . 
3 )  "Above a l l  . • •  , " meaning from a l l ,  or a part taken from the who l e .  
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"Note, It is of great use for each of us to write down what 
we observe as most affecting and edifying to us, out of the 
scriptures and good books, and out of the sermons we hear. 
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A prudent pen may go far towards making up the deficiencies 
of the memory, and the furni shing of the treasures of th� 
good householder with things new and old. " 
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Regarding vv. 9,  10 ,  
"Moses groups together all the words which the language contained for 
the different modes of explor$ing the future and discovering the will 
of God, for the purpose of forbidding every description of soothsaying, 
and places the prohibition of Moloch-worship at the head, to show the 
inward connection between soothsaying and idolatry, pos sibly because 
februation, or passing children through the fire in the worship of 
Moloch, was more intimately connected with soothsaying and magic than 
any other description of idolatry" (K & D, III, 393 ) .  
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"Hence may be gathered the similarity I have adverted to between the private 
houses of individuals and the whole land. When the precepts were written on 
the door s ,  evepy one was admonished that his house was sacred to God, and the 
same " as the case ,·ri th the ",hole land , so that whosoever entered it might 
know that it was, as it were , the sanctuary of heavenly doctrine ,  and thus 
their zeal might be stirred up to the pure worship of God. The object of 
the plain and dis:)inct \olri ting of the Scripture • • •  ,ras' ,to take a,;ay (the excuse of) ignorance" (Calvin , I I ,  i ,  p .  370 ) .  
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Deuteronomy 2 7- 3 0  THE THIRD MES SAGE OF MOSES 

The f irst  message wa s hi s tor ical  in natur e ,  look ing back over God ' s  dea l ings 
wi th I s ra e l  from Kadesh Barnea on -- in the hope of l earning for the future.  
This  is  in Deu t .  1 - 4 .  

The second message wa s expo s i tional , deal ing in deta i l  with the meaning of 
the Law . This is  in Deu t .  5-26 . 

The third message deals  wi th the effects of both obedi enc e and d i sobedienc e '  
t o  the Law. " B l e s s ed "  and "cursed" are Hebrew words  which by definition 
deal  with effects . If  the peop l e  obey the Law, the result  will  b e  b l e s s ing ; 
i f  they d i sobey , the result wi l l  b e  a curs e .  

The f irst  part of the third mes sage i s  g iven in Deu t .  2 7 ,  28 . It has to do 
with charges which Mos e s  gave to the people of Isra e l .  It is interesting 
to note how the elder s , the pr i e s t s , and r epresentatives o f  the twe lve 
tribes j oin with him in the charg e s .  

Outline : 

I .  The charges  ( Deu t .  2 7 ,  2 8 ) .  

A .  Thi�g � to do ft s  the l oeop� e . enter the land (Deu t .  2 7 : 1 -8 ) .  
I S  J Oined by the e �ers  In thIS charge.  

Moses  

Primari ly it  has to  do  with wr iting the Law upon r rgreat ston es , "  
but i t  a l s o  inc lud e s : 
1 )  Bu i lding an a l ta r .  
2 )  Off ering two kinds o f  sacr i f i c e s  -- the burnt offer ing and the 

peace offering ( which speak of dedicat ion and thank sg iving ) .  
3 )  And rej oic ing before the Lord their God . 

The a ltar wa s not to b e  ornat e  so  that they could boa st  in i t ,  
or even worship i t ,  but i t  wa s to b e  made  o f  uncut stones . 

The wr i t ing of the Law on the "great stones"  shoul d  remind u s  
of  Deu t .  6 : 9  where the people were t o l d  t o  wr ite the Law on the 
posts of  their hou s e s  and on the ir  gates . 

A l l  i s  very symbolic  in nature and fu l l  of great spiritual  truth . 

B .  I sr a e l  o f f i c i a l l y  e s tab l i shed a s  t h e  Lord ' s  peop l e  - - the motivation 
for their obed ience ( Deu t .  2 7 : 9 ,  1 0 ) . 

Note the word , r t therefore , 1 t in v .  1 0 .  

C .  The ceremony involving Mount Gerizim ( for b l e s s i ng )  and Mount Ebal 
( for curs ing ) .  C f .  Deu t .  2 7 : 1 1 -26 . 

Note from v .  4 that the stones on which the Law wa s to b e  wr it ten 
were to be set up on Mount Eba l .  

1 .  The d ivis ion of the tribes on the two mountain s ,  ( Deu t .  2 7 : 1 1 - 1 3 ) .  

2 .  The charge g iven by the Levi tes - - 1 2  cU,r s e s  corr esponding with 
the 12 tr ibes  ( Deut .  2 7 : 14-26 ) .  

Note how the peop l e  are brought into the charg e by the r equire­
ment that they indicate their approva l by an "amen " after the 
Levites  mention each curs e .  



D .  The twofold  pos s i b i l i t i e s  result ing from I srael ' s  obed i ence  or 
d i sobed i enc e ( Deut .  28 : 1-68 ) .  

1 .  The b l e s s ings ( Deut .  2 8 : 1 - 14 ) .  

Six spec i f ic b l e s s ings are ment ioned in vv. 1 - 6 , i . e . , where 
the bles s ing s wi l l  be obs erved . In the remainder of the 
pa s sage we see the character of the b l e s s ings which the 
I srae l i tes Can expect if they obey the Lor d .  

2 .  The cur s e s  ( Deut .  2 8 : 1 5 -6 8 ) .  .. 
The cur s e s  a l so are 6 in number , and correspond with the 
b l e s s ings  mentioned in the f irst  part of the chapter 
indicating where . the curses  wi l l  be seen.  These are in 
vv. 1 5 - 1 9 .  In the rema inder of the chapter we have the 
actual cur ses  mentione d ,  i . e . , the individual character of 
the curses . 

a .  The place where the cur ses  wi l l  b e  s een ( Deu t .  28 : 1 5- 1 9 ) .  

b .  The descript ion o f  the cur s e s  ( Deut .  2 8 : 20-68 ) .  

1 )  The destruct ion of the nation ( Deu t .  2 8 : 20-29 ) .  

Note two things her e :  ( 1 )  That it  i s  empha s i z ed b y  the repetition that 
" t h e  Lord" does thi s .  

( 2 )  NOles-;;-than 5 times we have the word , "unt i l , "  
u s ed , f o l lowed by an ind ication of the extent 
of the j udgmen t .  E . g . , "unt il  thou b e  d e s t r o y e d "  
(v.  2 0 ) . 

2 )  The despair , or madnes s ,  wh ich the peop l e  wi l l  
experience ( Deut .  2 8 : 3 0-46 ) .  They wi l l  b e  d i s traught , 

driven to despair , d i sturbed . 
One thing wi l l  f o l l ow on the heels  of another unt i l  
it  wi l l  s eem that there i s  n o  end t o  i t .  

3 )  The d e f ea t  o f  the nat ion by their enemies  ( Deu t .  
2 8 :  4 7-59 ) .  

4 )  The d i seases  which wi l l  d im in i sh their numb er s dra s ­
tically ( Deut .  28 : 6 0-6 2 ) .  

5 )  The d i spers ion o f  I srael  from their l and and 
their scattering to a l l  of the nations  of the earth 
( Deut .  2 8 : 6 3 �6 8 ) .  

Note that the chapter ends on a very l ow note - - evidently  
intended to  s erve a s  a warning to the  childr en of  I srael  tha t 
these are the very thing s that were going to happen . 

Two prob l ems : How d o  we account f or the fol l owing which we of ten 
see  1 )  The  prosperity of  the wicked . 
2 )  The suf f er ing o f  the righteou s .  
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DEUTERONOMY 29, 30 

These chapters continue and conclude the message which began in Deut . 27. The 
message has to do vIi th the two ,;ays that were open to the children of I srael in 
connection ,;i th the Law -- and there ,;ere only two ways, 
1 )  The way of blessing -- if they were obedient . 2) The ,;ay o f  cursing - - i f  they ';ere disobedient. 

Chapters 29 and 30 give Mo se s '  appeal to the people -- showing: 
1 )  Why the Lord had the right to make such a claim upon them , i .  e . , why they should 

keep the Law (Deut . 29: 1 -9 ) .  
2 )  Why the Law had been given t o  the people of Israel (Deut . 29: 10-30: 20) . 

The outline in detai l :  

1 .  TIlE REASONS FOR GOD ' S  CLAIM UPON THEM, or, REASONS ,00 T HEY  SHOULD KEEP 'rIlE LA,I (Deut. 29: 1 -9) . 

A. Because it was the same La,; which God had given them at Horeb (Deut . 29: 1 ) .  
This was the same covenant He had made with them before. The Lord has not 
changed i t ,  nor enlarged it , but has just explained it more in detail. 

B. Because the Lord had redeemed them Hith His mighty power (Deut. 29: 2-4 ) .  
This i s  a truth that i s  parallel Vlith 1 Cor. 6 : 1 9 ,  20. 

C .  Because of the faithfulne s s  of the Lord in keeping them (Deut. 29: 5 ,  6 ) . 
If the Lord had not miracul ously cared for them, they ,;ould not even 
have been in Moab , ready to go into the land. 

D. Because they already had evidence of the Lord ' s  intention to give them the 
land -- and His ability to do so (Deut . 29: 7 .  8 ) .  The two and one-half 
tribes had received their inheritance east of the Jordan. 

E .  Because this VIas the way t o  see the blessing of God upon them continue (Deut . 29 : 9 ) .  

I I .  TIlE REASONS \my T HE  LAW WAS GIVEN T O  ISRAEL (Deut . 29: 1 0-30 : 20) . 

Remember that they Vlere not redeemed by the Law, but , being redeemed by the 
mighty power of God, they Here to live according to the Law. 

A. Reason #1 : To mru(e Israel His people (Deut . 29 : 1 0-1 5 ) .  

The Lord their God I,as bringing them into a covenant relationship ;Ii th 
Himself. See vv. 1 2 ,  1 3 . 

B .  Reason #2: To make I srael fearful (Deut . 29: 1 6-29) .  

The Lord their God l;as >larning them to keep aVlay from the sins of the 
nations and, thus,  from the t errible consequences of those sins. 

This section is somewhat of � prophecy of I srael ' s  dispersion from the 
land. Thomas �funton Hrote (Vol. 2 ,  p .  357): " • • • these feH chapters may be looked upon as an exact cal endar and 

progno stication, >lherein the good or bad days of this people are 
expressly calculated and foretold • •  " 

C .  Reason #3: To make I srael hopeful (Deut . 30: 1 -1 0 ) .  

This also constitutes � prophecy of I srael ' s  return from captivity. 
Obedience from the heart Hould be the one indispensable condition for their 
return. 



Keil and Delitz sch comment (The Pentateuch, Vol . I I I ,  p. 451 ) :  
"110ses was surveying the future generally, in which not only a 
curse but a blessing also would come upon the nation, according to its 
attitude towards the Lord as a whole and in its several members , since 
even in times of the greatest apostasy 2£ .!h2. part 21 .!h2. nation there 
would always � .@: holy � I;hich could not .21§. out ; because other­
",ise the nation would necessarily have been utterly and for ever 
rejected, ",hereby the promi ses of God would have been brought to 
nought , -- .@: result I;hich 1!£§. absolutely impo s s ible . "  (Italics in 
both places above , mine . ) 

D. Reason � To make Israel inexcusable (Deut . 30: 1 1 -14) . 
Deut . 29: 29 belongs with these verses in its emphasis. 

Note also the quotation of these verses in Rom. 1 0 : 6-8 because God has 
done the same I;i th the Gospel that He did l1i th the LaI;. He did not 
keep the revelation in heaven . Nor did He place it at a great distance 
from them on the earth. He did not even give it to them in a language 
that had to be translated. He had put it in their mouths and in their 
hearts -- i . e . , known and received, i . e . , believed to be true . 

Consequently l1e have 

E .  Reason � To make Israel responsible (Deut . 30: 1 5-20) .  
There is no conflict betvleen unconditional promises and human responsi­
bility. The two alternatives (and only two) are set before the people 
again , l1ith the earnest entreaty from Moses that they "choose life" (v. 1 9) .  

Application: Note how the 5 reasons above have their application in principle to 
all true believers today. 
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