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it:ic1n of the 'hur.J::tn raeel! (Jamieson, I, (3). 
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liThe history of every temptation and of every sin is the 
same; the outward object of attraction, the inward com
motion of the mind, the increase and triumph of passion
ate desire, ending in the degradation, misery, and ruin 
of the soul" (Jamieson, 1., 51):. 
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"We s e e  many p e r s on s  zealous for a short time, who a f t erwa r d s  b e c ome 
frezen; whence is this, but because they build witheut a feundatien? 
Therefere Ged d e t ermin ed, thereughly to. reu s e  all the s e n s e s  ef Abram, 
that h e  might under take nething r a shly er incensider a tely; l e s t ,  
r epenting s oon a f t erwa r d s ,  h e  should veer with t h e  wind, a n d  return . 
Wherefere, if we d e sir e to. fellew Ged with cen s tancy, i t  beheves u s  
car efully t o.  medi t a t e  en all t h e  incenveniences, all t h e  difficulties, 
all the dan g e r s  which await u s ;  that net enly a h a s t y  z eal may preduce 
fa ding flewers, bu t that frem a d e e p  and well-fixed reet ef pi ety, we 
may bring ferth fruit in eur whole life" ( Vel. I, p. 344). 
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" Wh a t  though the s p i c y  b r e e z e s  B l ow s o f t  o ' er C e y l on ' s  i s l e ;  
Though every p r o s p e c t  p l eas e s ,  And only man i s  v i l e ?  
In v a i n  w i t h  l a v i s h  kindn e s s  T h e  g i f t s  o f  G o d  a r e  s t rown ; 
The hea then in h i s  b l indn e s s  Bows down to wood and s t one . "  

( S econd ver s e ,  From G r e en land ' s  l£r Moun t a i n s . )  
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"Nor e o v e r , t h e  b l e s s ing was not a m a t t e r  of s u b j e c t i v e  human 
a f f e c t i o n ,  bu t a r i g h t  entr u s t ed by the g r a c e  of God to p a t erna l 

s u p r dmacy and au t ho r i t y ,  in the exerc i s e  of wh i c h  t h e  p e r s o n  
b l e s s ing , b e ing i m p e l l e d  a n d  g u i d e d  by a h i g h e r  a u t h or i t y ,  
impar t e d  t o  t h e  p e r s on t o  b e  b l e s t  s p i r i tua l p o s s e s s i on s  and 
p O\lle r s ,  wh i c h  the v-li l 1  of man C Q u i d  not c a p r i c i o u s l y  w i th d r a w .  I I  
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GENESIS 

1.  

2.  

4.  

What kind of a book is the Bible? It is uni�ue among all of the books of the world. 
It is-a-di;rne ;ev;lati�from God. Cf. 2 Tim. 3: 1 6 ,  17 ; 2 Pet. 1 : 19-21 . 

�y was it written? It tells the story of man ' s  redemption--from start to finish. � 1 Pe� 1 : 10-12. In connection with redemption it speaking pre-eminently of 
Christ.  See John 5: 39, 40,  45-47 ; Luke 24: 25-27 , 44-48.  

What place does Genesis have in the Word of God? It is the foundational book of the 
the Bible, the book of beginnings . Without it we would not be able to understand 
the rest of Scripture. It does not tell the whole story, but everything it relates 
is absolutely reliable,  and indispensable l  

What is in the book of Genesis? There i s  only one way t o  find this out: by reading 
and re:reading the book as much as we can. The more we understand Genesis, the better 
prepared we will be to understand the rest of the Bible .  

Only God i s  without beginning in Genesis. Cf. 1 : 1 .  
t o  Him, and then Moses records for us how the glory 
Note how Paul refers to creation in Rom. 1 : 19,  20. 

We are introduced immediately 
of God was displayed in creation. 
See also Psa. 19: 1-3 . 

The crowning work of creation was the creation of man--in the image and likeness of 
God. God ' s original purpose for man, man ' s  disobedience and conse�uent alienation 
from God, and what God had to do to bring about man' s salvation are the basic truths 
which we are concerned with in Genesis. 

Chapters 3 and 12 are the major turningpoints in the Book. 

Chapters 1-11 are completely different in character from chapters 12-50. 

Gen. 1-11 cover as much times as the rest of the OT put together. Therefore , there 
is evidence that they are introductory and preparatory to the main message of the 
book which begins in chapter 12.  

In outlining the book we have three divisions: 
I .  Creation ( 1 ,  2 ) .  

II. Degeneration--from Adam ' s  sin to the tower of Babel (3-11 ) .  Here we see 
the ever-increasing and intensifying effect of sin upon the human race. 

III. Regeneration (12-50) --not the entire story, but the beginning. God had to 
have a human family through whom the Redeemer could come. He sovereignly 
chose Abraham. Cf. Joshua 24: 1-3, esp. in v. 3 ,  "And I took your father, 
Abraham. " 

Cf. the first command and promise given to Abraham in Gen. 1 2 : 1- 3 ;  
22: 1 5-18. Then note its interpretation in Gal. 3 : 8 ,  9, 16-18. From this 
Gen. 1 5 : 6  becomes one of the most important verses in Genesis. See it 
�uoted in Gal . 3 : 6 .  Also Jas. 2 : 23 .  And, again, in Rom. 4: 3 .  These 
�uotations of Gen. 1 5 : 6  in the NT show that salvation is always on the 
same basis, before Christ and after. IT IS ALWAYS AND ONLY ]X FAITH! 

The unfolding of the promise to Abraham is seen in the birth of 
Isaac (Gen. 21) . All of the testing which Abraham experienced in waiting 
for Isaac was for his own spiritual blessing and growth. 

Then came Jacob, the second-born, who was to be the father of the 
men who headed the 12 tribes of Israel, the nation. 

We depart in chapters 37-50 from the Messianic line, and turn to 
Joseph because: 

1 )  We need to know how and why the descendants of Abraham went to Egypt-
in fulfillment of God ' s word to Abraham in Gen. 1 5 : 13-16�f 

2 )  We have in Joseph one who would certainly �ualify as one , if not the, 
most outstanding type of Christ in the OT. 

Next week we begin with Gen. 28. 
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�J. "None bu t God could have borne wi th--.-such an·· one , a s - -non#' b u t  God 
wou l d  have taken such an one u p .  Gra c e  b e g i n s  a t  t h e  very lowe s t  
p O in t ,  - - i t  t a k e s  u p  man a s- he - ts ,  and --d e a l s  wi-t-h h im in th-e f u l l e s t  
int e l l i g en c e  o f  wh a t  h e  i s .  I t  i s  o f  the very l a s t  importsnce t o  
unders tand- t h i s  f ea ture o f  g-rac e  a t  one ' s  f i r s t  s t a r t ing ; i t  ena b l e s  
u s  t o  b ea r ,  w i t h  s t e a d ine s s  of hear t ,  t h e  a f t er � d i s cover i e s  o f  per sona l 
v i l en e s s ,  wh i c h  so frequently shake the con f idence and d i s turb the 
peace o f  t h e  c h i l d r en of G o d "  ( CHM , p. 294).  
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CHAPTER 30 - This is a very important chapter because it (along 
with the latter part of chapter 29) gives the names of the men 
who became heads of the tribes of Israel . 

At the same time it is a chapter which reveals many inconsistencies 
and. needs in the lives of Jacob, Leah, Rachel , and Laban, while 
at the same time shows the spiritual progress of the same people 
and, as alway s ,  the amazing faithfulness of God. 

'rhere are at least four things in the chapter which would not have 
the blessing of God: 

1 )  The use o f  custom by Rachel and Leah in having children 
through their maids .  �2� The importance which Rachel and Leah attach t o  the mandrake s .  
Laban ' s  divining. 
Jacob ' s  use of the rod s .  

So that , while w e  'see many evTdences of blessing "In the chapter, 
we must never come to the conclusion that results are proof that 
a certain method is approved by God. 
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"The word .remembe r ,  b e s i d e s  d e s c r ib ing a n  a c t  o f  memor y ,  i s  f r e 
quen t l y  u s e d  in Scr i p tu r e  to convey the a c c e s s ory i d e a s  o f  c a r e  
a n d  kindn e s s  i n  c a s e s  wher e ,  a f t e r  a d e l a y  or s u s p en s i on ,  there 
was a man i f e s ta t ion or a renewal o f  the Divine favour" ( J am i e s on , 
I ,  1 0 1 ) .  b. �- � � �l � � Ik- � ..A.v  I � � � � � � � l 
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Edersheim wr i t e s ,  "Now, Scr ipture teaches u s  that to 
p l a c e  any o t h e r  p r e t ended God a l ong w i th the l iving 
and true One argues a s  great ignoran c e ,  and i s  a s  
g r e a t  a s in ,  a s  to d eny Him entirely" ( r ,  12 9 ) .  
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experiment , they may truly know what it is to trust in Him. Besides, in 
this manner he designed openly to claim for himself the glory of Joseph' e 
l iberation. For, if liberty had been granted to him through the entreaty 
of the butler, it would have been generally believed that this benefit 
was from man and not from God" (Genesis, Vol . II, p .  312) .  
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What only seemed a barrier, 
A stepping stone shall be, 

Our God ia no long- tarrier, 
A present Help is He. i· If all things work together 
For -ends &10 grand .and blest, 

What need to wonder whether 
! Each in it.elf is best? 

, 
• -- ---

I 

" _ _ _  i _ 

- - 1 

Our plans may be. disj ointed, 
But we may calmly rest ; 

What God has once appointed 
Is better than our best. 

What though we seem to stumble? 
He will not let us fal l ,  

And learning to be humble 
Is not lost time at all. (In Genesis, by W. H. Griffith-Thomas , p. 394. ) 
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�!!!!. moral power of fear. There i s  soaroely anything more interesting s.nd 
striking in the storY of Joseph ' s  brethren thlm the way in which they were 

, impressed and actuated by fear from first to last. Fear possessed them on 
their first j ourney; fear aotuated them when ihey found the money in their 
sacks (xlii. 28) ; fear c,ontinued to affect them as they onoe again appeared 
before Joseph (xliii. 18 ) ;  s.nd the crowning fear was seen when the discovery 
was made of the cup. God uses fear to recall ths heart to Himself. Fear 
probes , searche., warns , purifie., s.nd keeps the heart tender and true , 

' seliaHi ve to God '-,f wil l ,  s.nd" ever shrinking from sin,'"" and an intense desire 
to be true to God--and it is because of these things that it is "The beginning 
of wisdom. " There are few subjects more worthy of careful and prolonged 
attention and practical meditation than the fear of the Lord as it i s  revealed 
in Holy Scripture" (Griffith-Thomas, Genesi s, p. 421 ) .  
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