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Outline of the Book of JOSHUA (LIC)

I.

i1,

The

Conquest of the Land (Joshua 1-12).

A,
B,
C.

D.

K.

G
H.
I.
Je

K.

The

Introductory chapter (Joshua 1) ~- the commission of Joshua.
The spies' mission to Jericho -- Rahab (Joshua 2).

The crossing of the Jordan River -~ Israel's entry into Canaan (Joshua 3, 4).
1. The preparation (3:1-13),

2. The crossing (3:14-17;.

3. 'The memorials (4:1-24

The preparation for the conquest of the land of Canaan (Joshua 5) -
circumcision, the Passover, the Captain of the Lord's host.

The victory over Jericho (Joshua 6).

The defeat at Ai (Joshua 7) =- God's judgment on Achan.
The victory over Ai (Joshua 8).

Phe deception of the Gibeonites (Joshua 9).

The conquest of southern Canaen (Joshua 10).

The conquest of northern Canaan (Joshua 11), concluding with a brief
review of the conguest of the land.

A summary of Israel's victories, east and west of the Jordan River
(Joshua 12).

Division of the Land (Joshua 13-21).

A.
B.

The land remaining to be posseszsed (Joshua 13:1—6).
The land to be given to each tribe (Joshua 13:7-19:51).
1. Aihgurvey of all the land (13:7-14).

2. The division of the land east of the Jordan {13:15-33),
a. To Reuben (13:15-23),
b. To Gad (13:24-28).
¢. To the half tribe of Manasseh (13:29-31),
d. The concluding statement regarding the land east of the Jordan
(13:32, 33).

3. The division of the land west of the Jordan {14:1-19:51).
a. A preliminary explanation (14:1—5).
b, The request of Caléb for his inheritance (14:6-15).

¢. To Judah (15:1-63)

1) The boundaries (15:1-12).

2) The inheritance of Caleb (15:13=19).

3) The four areas of Judah's inheritance (15:20~63),
a) The negev, or the south (15:20-32).
b) The shephelah, or the lowlands (15:33-47).
¢) The mountains (15:48-60).
d) The desert (15:61-63).

d. To the tribes of Joseph (16:1-17:18),
1) The territory to be divided (16:1-4).

2) The part to be given to Ephraim (16:5-10).
3) The part to be given to Manasseh (17:1-33).

4) The objection of the tribes of Joseph == with Joshua's
answer (17:14=-18).
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c.
D.

B,

The

Joshua (2)
e, The survey conducted by the three representatives of each of
the remaining seven tribes (Joshua 18:1-9).

f. 'The division by lot of the remaining portion of the land
(18:10-19:51).

1) To Benjamin (18:10-28).

2) To Simeon (19:1-9).

3) To Zebulun (19:10-16).

4) To Issachar (19:17-23),

5) To Asher (19:24-31).

6) To Naphtali {19:32-39).

7) To Dan (19:40-48).

8) The special:inheritance:of Joshua (19:49, 50).
9) The concluding statement (19:51).

The cities of refuge (20:1-9).
The cities of the priests (21:1-42).

1.
2.

3.

Their request {21:1, 2).

%he num?ers of the cities given to each of the families of Levi
21 :3-8 -

a, To Kohath == 23 cities (21:3-5),
b. To Gershon == 13 cities (21:6).
¢. To Merari == 12 cities {21:7, 8),

The names of the cities given to each of the families of Levi

(21:9-42).

a. To Kohath (21:9-26),
1; To the children of Aaron (21:9-19).
2) To the remainder of the Kohathites (21:20-26),

b. To Gershon (21:27-33),
c. To Merari (21:34-40).
d, The summary (21:41, 42).

The conclusion to chapter 13-21 {21:43-45).

Possession of the Land (Joshua 22-24).

A.

B.

C.

The return of Reuben, Gad, and half of the tribe of Manasseh to their land
east of the Jordan River (Joshua 22) -- the trouble over the altar.

Joshua's last words to Israel (Joshua 23:1-24:28).

1.
24

3-

Exhortations and warnings regarding their life in the land (23:1-16).
A reviéw of God's dealings with them from Abraham's day to their
occupation of the land (24:1-25) -~ also their covenant to serve the
Lord.

The stone set up as a witness (24:26~28).

Conclugion (24:29-33) —- the death of Joshua, the bones of Joseph, and
the death of Eleazar.



9/%0/80

JOSHUA

— Prayerfully read the book as often as you can —- onece a week, if possible.
Seek the understanding which only the Holy Spirit can give. HE is our Teacher!

' Get the contents of the book well in mind, Note the principal characters,
the principal events, and the principal teachings of the book., Always look
for practical teachings that would be applicable to your own life,

This morning our lesson will be introductory -- getting acquainted with the

book and with the main character of the book, We will look at three things:

1; The book itself -- its divisions and its message,

2) The place of the bhook in the Scriptures -- following, as it does, The
Pentateuch, and preceding the book of Judges.

3) The background of the outstanding character of the book: JOSHUA.

i I. The bock 2£ Joshua -- itg divisions and its message.

The book hagz three main divisions:
I. The Historical Division (Chapters 1-12),
IT. The Geographical Division (Chapters 13-21).
III, The Practical Division (Chapters 22-24).

Or, we could state it another way:

1 The first twelve chapters deal with the conquegt of the land. V~in-
2) The next nine chapters deal with jgg division ggljgg land., SRR
f 3) The last three chapters deal with the possgession, or occupation,

of the land,

\ The first part of the book speaks of the batiles and victories of the

’ children of Israel as they went inte land of Canaan; and the latter

| part shows how Joshua was used of God to hxing the people inte "rest"
(see Heb. 3:7-19 which refers to the period of Moses' leadership, and
then %o Heb. 4:1-11 which refers to the pericd of Joshua's leadership
- showing that the 0ld Testament books of Moses and Joshua are not
only historical, but typical and prophetical).

|

?I. The place of Joshua in the Scripiures.

| The first and obvious thing that we can say is that it follows the book
of Deuteronomy, and is just before the book of Judges. It is the sixth
book of the 0T, Its contents indicate that it must be classified as

i an historical book,

l It is the first book of the Bible to carry the name of its prinecipal

; character (unless we consider Job which historically probably falls

* into the period of the patriarchs == Abraham, etc.).

| Perhaps it would be good for us to look for a moment at the major

‘ divisions of the Bible before we look particularly at the place that

: the book of Joshua has in the Seriptures.

i 1) The Bible is divided into two testaments -- the 01d, and the New.

! The 01d Testament begins with c¢reation and goes up to approximately

! 400 years before the birth of Jesus Christ, The New Testament

! begins with the birth of Christ and was completed toward the end

| of the first century. The 0ld Testament contains 39 books; the
New Testament, 27 books, The 0ld Testament was written in Hebrew

| and Aramaic; the New Testament was written in Greek.

E 2) The 0ld Testament is divided into four main groupai



JOSHUA (2)

a) The Pentateuch (5 books).

b) The Books of History (12 books).
The Books of Poetry (5 books).
Phe Books of Provhecy (17 books)

2

The minor prophets (12 books).

.gnghe major. prophets %4_prophets,m5nbooks). o e

- S Note:— These- are-so-identified-becanse of their -length, not-because of- -

their importance.

 The book of Joshua comes at the beginning of the books of history. However,

ihis can be a little misleading because muoch of the Pentateuch is historical
in character, perhaps we could say that all of it is. 5e, in reality, there..
are 17 books of history in the OT just as there are 17 books of prophecy.

- -Phe first 5 books are set-apart from-the next—12-because -they were written -

by Moses, and are recognized in Scripture both as the books of Moses and also

as the books of The Law. They are: - - T o

1) Cenesis -- the book of beginnings, divided into two sections (1-11 and
12-50), the first eleven chapters covering as much time as the rest of

__the OT, and.the. last part-giving us the history of Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, and Joseph —- with Abraham clearly the main character,
oo Phe next4-books give us the-history of -Tsrael during the life of Moses.

2) Exodus -- telling the story of the deliverance of the children of Israel
from Egyptian bondage and their journey as far as Mount Sinai where God
gave Moses the Law and where the Tabernacle was built, _

3) Leviticus -- is what might be called, the priest's handbook (Levi-ticus).

In_it-we have-the -offerings.the people-were to give,-an-elaboratien of
the Law, and the Feast Days of Israel,
4) Numbers gives us the rest of the history of Israel from Mourit Sinai to~
the time when they came to the borders of the land of Canaan. In this
“book we learn why that whole generation was refused entrance into the

—— e e promised_land,,andnyhy,eysn_MQsesgwas_ngiﬁpermixxsdﬁjo_entert.m_“‘w~, R

5) Deuteronomy =- so-called because it is a repetition of the Law for the
e e s —seeon&—generationmwhichfwoul&—be~enteriﬂg~¢he-land7~mIt~means;fa~secon&'
law {not a new law, but a re-stating of that which was given to Moses
. iﬁmE:x:iodu:s)_‘_ e — VUV U — e s . -
The book of Deuteronomy ends with the death of Moses, ..

_.Wﬁﬁamhe.book_ofwloshua_picks“npﬁthemhistory.afiethhendeathﬁof.Moses,ﬁwithmthe new---——

leadership of Joshma. It tells how he led the children of Israel into the land,
- - - conguered the-land; and-settled the lands Tt—-ends with-the-death of Joshua,

and is followed by the book of Judges and the pericd of the judges. After that,
~"~in the book of 1 Samuel, the mona¥chy began., e T T

7 III. THE MAN, JOSHUA.

Joshua was born in Egypt.

 He is referred to in the following places in Exodus, Numbers, and ...

Deuteronomy:

1) The first time he is-mentioned is..in Ex.-17:9,-10, 13,14 e —mr

as a soldier.

""~VW*’~“~“~"*H"-%ﬂ-m%hewsecondftimeT—aa*Moses*fmintster:'“ExtﬁZﬁrTZ:IB:‘“SEE“VT‘I3$"““*’”“

The same word is translated servant in Ex, 33:11. It means
~€hat Joshua was Moses' chief assistant, to help Moses every

Timothy had to Paul. Cf. Phil. 2:22 (where the word for serve

way that he could. He had the same relationship to Moses that ...

e e _means_bondservice)..- -Ex. 32:17, 18-prove-that Joshua was—in——— — o

the mount with Moses for the 40 days and 40 nights.
-—-3) - The -third time of-significance that Joshua is menticned 1 as a
__worshipper: Ex. 33:11.
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4) Going to the book of Numbers -- we see his zeal in 11:28, his
faithfulness with Moses.

5) In Rum, 13:8, 16 we learn that it was Moses who changed his name
from Oshea to Jehoshua (which was shorteded to Joshua without
changing its meaning). This is the OT equivalent of Jesus =-=-

- and that is the reason for the translation we have in Acts 7:45
and Heb, 4:8. It means Jehovah help, or whose help is Jehovah.
Why Moses made this ¢hange, we do not know, except that it -
might have been to give God the glory for any deliverance that
came through Joshua.

6) In Num, 14:6, 30, 38 we see Joshua as a man of faith and courage.
He was one of the twelve spies., Cf. also Num. 26:65; 32212

7)  In Num, 27:15-23 Joshua was appointed to succeed Moses, as a
shepherd of the people, Cf. Num, 32:28; 34:17; Deut. 1:37, 38;

- 3:21, 28y 31:3, 7.
_ . 8) _In Deut, 31:14(2x)-23 we have Joshua installed as the leader of
Israel, as God's choice, not the people's, Cf. Deut. 34:9 and Num.
9: 27:18 concerning -the ministry of the Holy Spirit in Joshuatls - - -
life.
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At length the hour has come to take possession of the inheritance!

At length the promise made soc many hundred years ago to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob is ripe for fulfilment! Yeéu, children of Israel, have seen
that God is in no haste to fulfil His promises, and your hearts may have
known much of the sickness of hope deferred. But now you are to see
that after all God is faithful. He never forgets. He makes no mistakes. ™
His delays are all designed for good, either to chasten or to try, and
thus confirm and bless His people. He will now bring forth your right-
eousness as the light and your judgment as the noon-day.

-~ William G. Blaikie,
The Book of Joshua, pp. 48, 49.
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"It is God's part teo give orders, it is your part to execute them,
and it is God's part to strengthen you to do so" (Blaikie, p. 51).

It was not meagre or stingy spirit that God was now to fulfil His ancient
promise, but in a way correspeéending to thefessenxial ‘bountifulness of
His nature. For it is a delightful truth that God's hedrt is large and

liberal, and that He delights in large and bountiful gifts.
-- Blaikie, pp. 52, 53.
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Blaikie, p. 64,

! Thig habit of meditation on the law which Joshua was instructed to practlse

. was of great value to one who was to lead a busy life. No mere cursory perusal

.+ of a book of law can secure the ends for which it is given. The memory is

t  treachereus, the heart is carelegs, and the. power of worldly objects to withdraw
attention is proverbial. We must be continually in contaect with the Book of God,
The practice enjoined on Joshua has kept its ground among a limited class during
all the intervening generations. In every age of the Church it has been impressed
on all devout and earnest hearts that there can be no spiritual prosperity and
progress without daily meditation on the Word of God. It would be hard to believe
in the genuine Christianity of any one who did not make a practice morning and
evening of bringing hig soul into contact with some portion of thatWord. And
wherever an eminent degree of piety has been reached, we shall find that an
eminently close study of the Word has been practised.
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Blaikie, p. 69,

And so at all times, in dealing with human beings, we can obtain no adequate
and satisfying success unless their hearts are turned to God, Your children
may be great scholars, or successful merchants, or distinguished authors,
or brilliant artists, or even statesmen; what does it come to if they are —
dead to God, and have no living fellowship with Jesus Christ? Your congregation
may be large and influential, and wealthy, and liberal; what if they are
wordly, proud, and contentious? We must aim at far deeper effects, effects

not be be found without the Spirit of God, The more we labour in this spirit,
+he more shall our way be ma&% prosperous, the better shall be our =success,
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On meditation, Calvin says,
% Asgiduous meditation on the Law is also commanded; because, whenever

vL\_
_ ixk&u, . it is intermitted, even for a short time, many errors readily creep

lD\ﬁ-\\%ﬂ3

G in, and the memory becomes rusted, so that many, after ceasing from
the continuous study of it, engage in practical business, as if
i they were mere ignorant tyros (a beginner, or a novice).
l Cf. Vol. IV, p. 32.
|
|
|
|

Also, since v. 8 points the way to spiritual prosperity and success,
it follows that anything attempted in any other way is doomed to failure from
the start. Calvin expresses it as follows:
« +» » everything which profane men endeavour to accomplish in
contempt of the word of God, must ultimately fail of success,
and that however prosperous the commencement may sometimes
seem to be, the issue will be disastrous . . . (IV, 335
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; He did not beg for their compliance as a favour unto himself -- I hope

' you will be willing to serve under me, Nor did he appeal on behalf of
their brethren -- the other tribes will be encouraged if you are willing
to help them, Nor did he bid them remember their promise to Moses.

No, he pressed upon them the Word of God! (Italics mine)

Pink {p. 50) said this regarding Joshua's words to the two and a half tribes
in vv, 12-15,

s ) Semmaalad Lol N M (:%
N WE |

" Droai \ﬁ»AJv_ﬁgaz pJ%;leJZ»’ s \&Jﬂ;¥uﬁﬁjr1 P
| b WA e X ooy

Rl I TS S8

racloela . Rl i o Vo8,
QGSJL@\-W{LJ e WM‘W‘ ' @'\JJ@M o) W,“ o
!l' ng\A-Angk,«_n_) JUTI S PSRN VY ol QP!\JLAQ;de«daMJL,J k?ﬁ}df\)
ko
Do Tl v AU Xahio . can ﬁj%j Mo Netanea) Do

RV SR VPO R SO S g VRS PN SRV S ST S
I/(kag,— }Lij;ipw»’ (:L_;”461$-/ Qaﬁ’VV\&JQJ /<Luﬁj}ﬂJgi ~ \{A;ﬂL) L:)G}ﬂ;&u\
' Dt I &% Q_i)ﬂ—&_ S'a—u,,w,-\(;_) QM{G_/’L/::,QZ\.?SH', A Ueg\_,
i }Lkmjvkji_ Q%a_/xzﬂj vuPLAu)/{ﬁ;A/la’ CB&ﬂuiiLvaz R

!

flow\ e — \é‘ o e pqun\AJqﬂMﬂrﬂuafw-cxvﬂ Yo Mo
(D ik
Cl Seeal DALY CL Faene vanab. Qiles W
%& ) ’% dAAJUv?LLﬂLAﬁbf
(o' \3) o éswrcmm NSy o @, Dl
| W RN (N Odukgﬁﬁ;&yQ;tL

\UNEUPI Sy .8 o,axndpv\) .
"whwww&dc--“ &—‘




\?j\\-' 'lk'\“'“b"- 1 ((‘5 3

Tt »@w% N T B A K| Lo

.WWxNAJaXr oSN S ka sl Ao PJLNVMJVMA_afﬂij*WN—# &&S worbha N

WSS AP TS ¢ O \%sfuw{o ‘
\\ Q?T{uquv&) &&LLﬁﬁLﬁy 43\ﬁ_; ﬁLafpﬁu N N AT &Jw&a o
&de{*&Aﬁﬁ VS (N W ey &}XQNLV4MQJ

"\“‘\‘QJQ'M@*

NS € VN Y MMH‘ Xo X

5.5\\\\& M{,M\D

|

\j Q/\_,SW\A_L; Q\I\I RV \'\0‘_..3

W’(&\,b “3/3-«,&_'(6 %&—«L Mwi,tﬂ\_’(m}
o) e wead \(V\AM,u, QJ)\ V. 5. Qb
BN WO I IS ENN S n-%, MC&_M \QS‘V&,}W\%

13 (erﬁ,u&fﬂ

'_b-) \b_,t\__?sﬁl B k\/ \ & a\_)

4—) g)ﬁusﬁhﬂméghwﬂ Giinme X S Vodfaah” Ao, Lod LI
B Ko N QQMJWWMW

\&AA/qJ}xmﬁua,%fﬁ~ﬁ(_ ' uﬁAJLM%_.&H{, fL(;ugﬂﬂjxf
Ks—'v-&- W
\ i v AN ot da oAl el kw,?,gc)

Strange that the 0ld Testament Joshua should have got at once
what eighteen years have failed to bring to the New Testament Jesus!

(Blaikie, p. 81.)
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Amazing grace -~ how gweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me! )

I once was lost, but now am found ==
Was blind, but now I see,

'"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;

How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!

- John Newton, 1779.
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but wasanxious to come to grips with it -« The Lord rewarded his diligence by . -
inclining the people to.co-operate with him.. They. might .bave demurred, = -
saying “What is the use of leaving this place where we have so long been en- " .~
‘camped, and.moving forward to Jordan itself, where-there.are neither bridges -
nor boats for us to cross over it 7. Instead, they laid hold of the promise “with-
in three days ye shall pass over this Jordan (1: 11), and went forward in faith' "
and obedience. They knew not how the obstacle was to be overcome, and -
" for the moment that was néne of their business. :Their responsibility was to -~
’ proceed along the path of duty so far as they were able; and count upon God's”
} - continuing to keep that path open for them!. ... .w-. T o ™ .
-+« - .“And it came to pass after three days that tHe officérs went through the - .:
host” (v.2). . At first thought it.seems strange that such a multitude should be
left encamped there for this length of time ere a further word was spoken to
them, but a little reflection should indicate the Lord’s design’therein, and then
show us the important lesson we should learn therefroni. . Ponder this incident ;-
visualise the scene before your mind's eye. It was not an army of men only,
! but a vast congregation of men, women and children, to-say nothing of their
1 baggage and herds of animals, and further advance was blocked by the river.
~ Whatfever the breadfh and depth of the Jordan in recent centuries of today,
- it is evident that it presented an impassable obstruction in Joshua's time—
moreover, it was #n flood at that particular season (3: 15):- and yet they were
left to gaze upon it for three days, faced with the fact that they had no means
. of their own for crossing it! Why? What was the Lord’s object in this?
] Was it not to impress [srael more deeply with a realisation of their own uiter
helplessness - Was 1t not to shut them up more completety unto Himself?
And is not that, very often, the chief design of God’s providential
dealings with us? To bring us to the end of our own resources, to make us
conscious of our own insufficiency, by bringing us into a situation from which
we cannot.extricate ourselves, confronting us with some obstacle which to hu-
] man wit and might is insurmountable? By nature we are proud and seif-re-
liant, ignorant of the fact that the arm of flesh is frail. .And even when faced
with difficulties, we seek to solve them by our own wisdom, or get out of a tight
corner by our own efforts. But the Lord is graciously resolved to humble us,
‘and therefore the difficulties are increased and the corner becomes tighter, and
for a season we are left to ourselves—as Israel was before the Jordan. It is net
until we have duly weighed the difficulty and then discovered we have nothing
of our own to place in the opposite scale, that we are really brought to realise
our impotency, and turn unto Him who alone can undertake for us and free us
, from our dilemma. But such dull scholars are we that, the lesson must b’e)
3 taught us again and yet again before we actually put it into practice.
Those three days before that unfordable river was the necessary preparation
3 for what followed—the background from which the following miracle might be
‘ the more evident to and the more appreciated by Israel. Man’s extremity
firnishes the most suitable opportunity for God to display_His power. And
it is not until man is made painfully aware of his extremity that he turns unto
[ the Lord and sceks His intervention. /That truth is writ large across the
3 T07th Psalm, which forcible illustrates and exemplifies what we have been
seeking to express. “Hungry and thirsty their souls fainted in them. Then
they eried unto the Lord in their trouble” (vv. 5, 6}. - “There was none to
help: then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and He saved trem” (vv.
L 12, 13). “They draw ncar unto the gates of death: then they cry unto the
Lord” (vv. 18, 19). They “are at their wits’ end: then they cry unto the
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"Wotwithstanding all differences in means of obtalning knowledge, the old law re-
mains in full force, that the parent is the natural and most powerful instructor
in the ways of God. The Jewish father was not to send his child to some Levite

or other to get his question answered, but was to answer it himself. I am afraid
that a good many English parents, who call themselves Christians, are too apt to
say, 'Ask your Sunday-school teacher,' when such guestions are put to them,

The decay of parental religious teaching is working enormous mischief in Christian
households; and the happiest results would follow if Joshua's homely advice were
attended to, 'Ye shall let your children know'" (Maclaren, I, 122).

"WMay we not learn the lesson to stand fixed and patient wherever God sets us,
! as long as He does not call us thence? God's priests should be like the
legionary on guard in Pompeii, who stuck to his posgt while the ashes were
falling thick, and was smothered by them, rather than leave his charge
without his commander's orders" (Maclaren, Alexander, I, 118, 119).
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o ; "From his introducing the children asking, What mean these stones? we infer that

i " they were arranged so as to attract the notice of spectators. For had they been

- i heaped together at random, without any order, it.would never have come. into-the mind .

j of posterity to inquire concerning their meaning. There must therefore have been
- = -+something—so-remarkable—in-their position-as not toalrow—the sight-to be overlooked™
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It iz the rule of divine grace first to give and then to ask.
“Asthe ToTd did not eifijoin cirowicision a8 a covenant duty upon
Abraham himself till He had given him a practical proof of His grace
by leadlng him t¢ Canaan, and by repeated promises of a numerous
w—rosperity, and of the_eventual possession-of--the- land;--and—just-—— - -
as He did not give the law to the children of Israel at Sinai
-————--—%i31- He-had-redeemed—them with amighty arm—from thHe bondage
of Egypt, and borne them on eagles' wings, and brought them to o
— ' 777 77 "Himself, ahd had thereby made them willing to promise gladly to fulfil
all that He should say to them as Hig covenant nation; so now He did—.-—..
. not require the newnewal of circumcision, which involved as the
i ecovenant..sign.the observance--of--the—whole—law, -till-He-had-given - -——
' Fis people practical proofs, through the help afforded in the
I N Bk defeat'of"Sihon—an&“Og‘“thgyings”Uf_tne Amorites, afd in tHE
miraculous division of the waters of Jordan, that He was able to
ToorTTmemest T 7 remove a1l “the obstacles that might lie in the way of the fulfill-
ment of His promises, and _give them the promiged land for their . ——
inheritance, as He had sworn to their fathers (p. 57).

Qxx&AA eda D o_ﬁu&J (D bq\\ _ .

This reproach wa.s rolled away from Israel w1t§$he circumcision of

e thepeopleat Gilgal, Irzsmicl a8 this 48t was a practical declara-
tion of the perfect restoration of the covenani, and a pledge that
the Lord would now give them the land of Canaan for their inheritance.
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7 And they are forewarned of what is to take place, in order.
that each may be more careful in examining himself. Nay,
the Lord proceeds step by step, as -if he meant -to give -
intervals for repentance; for it is impossible to imagine
any other reason for descending from tribe to family, and
coming at length to the single individual.
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As by raising the spear he gave sign and pledge of hope ag it
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T thé office of leader, and transferred the whole praise of
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to God alone, to wnom he resigns the success of the batile.
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f Calvin points. out how we have to be encouraged by the Word again and again:
i The Lord . . . appears to his servant Joshua, and promises the same
»n~m~~~———%——~————suscess-&s-he —had previously given him on.serveral occasionge—It-is ————n -
; to be carefully observed, that as often as he reiterates his promises
'“_ﬁ"“~~“"1men_are—rem1n&ed“of therr forgetfulness; or—their—sloth, or their— -
ﬁ} fickleness. For unless new nourishment is ever now and then given
T Tto faith, they forthwith faint and fall away. And yet such is our
i ververse fagtidiousness, that to hear the same thing twice isg

S E usually felt to be irksome. Wherefore let us learn, as often as
i e —ge— . We--are—called -to-engage--in-new-contests, to-recall the remembrance-- -
5 of the d1v1ne promises, which may correct our langour, or rouse
err— { Iv_iTsl?A e e JE [
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_.This "was undoubtedly intended to prevent them from adopting. those more
studied modes of warfare which were in use among profane nations. . .

-1t was necegsary, therefore, to-render-the-herses useless for war, by
cutting their sinews, and to destroy the chariots, in order that the

“Israelites might not become accustomedto the practices of the -

___ heathen” (Calvin, IV, 169).
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_ "Phose who continue ever in their ungodly life, and think not at all
! 77gf true heart-conversion, those become finally so blinded by God,

7 they run to meet their own destruction, until they are plunged at
—-length into everlasting hell-fire." (Osiander in Lange, II, 110).
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Joachim Neander wrote in 1680:

- - "Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously relgneth,
Shelters thee under his wings;-yea, -so—gently sustainethl—— Co T
Hagt thou not seen How thy desires e'er have been
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Calvin has written (IV, 178), " . . . there is very good reason for here
' placing before our eyes as it were a living picture of the goodness of God,
proving that there had been.a complete.ratification_and. performance of the .

covenant made with Abraham as given in the words, 'Unto thy seed will I

: give this land.% (Gen. xii, Ty xiii. 153 xve 18)."
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) "Wherefore, this gassage ‘teacRes us, that if at any time we think less

s performed for u“—tha‘n—i‘g—dﬁe—‘we omh‘t—#‘ca.refur]:y ~toghake of f
all delays,,a.nd not rashly throw upon others the blame which is inherent

in ourselves™ (IV, 220).
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JOSHUA 22-24 -- The Possession of the Land.
Joshua 22 =-- The Return of the 24 Tribes, and the Trouble over the Altar.

Outline of Joshua 22:

1) The return of the 2% tribes (vv. 1-9). This was initiated by Joshua as
sign that the chief battles for the conguest of the land were over.

2) The construction of the great altar by the 2% tribes (v. 10). This was
erected on the west side of the Jordan River, just inside the land that
was occupied by the 9% tribes.

5) The alarm which this caused among the 9% tribes followed by the meeting
between the two sections of the nation to discuss the altar (vv. 11-31)
a} The 9% tribes gather at Shiloh (where the Tabernacle was) to go to

war against the 2% tribes (vv. 11, 12).
b) The ambassage sent by the 9% tribes to confer with the 2% tribes
vve 13-31),
1) The ambassage -- Phinehas and 10 princes (vv. 13, 14).
2) The protest made by the ambassage to the 2% tribes (vv. 15-20).
3) The explanation given to the ambassage by the 2% tribes
(vv. 16-29). The altar was not to be used for sacrifices,
but would be a witness to the children of the 23 tribes (as
well as toithe 9%) that they were all one nation, and that
the Lord was thelr God, too.
(4) The favorable reaction of the ambassage (vv. 30, 31).
¢) The return of the ambassage (vv. 32, 33).
4) The 2} tribes name the altar: ED (v. 34).

For discussion:

1) The agreement with the 2% tribes: of. Num. 32:28-32. Also Joshua 1:12-18;
4312, 13, 40,000 men were sent into Canaan by the 2% tribes.

2) Joshua's counsel to the 2% tribes as they return (v. 5). Their greatest
concern should be their obedience to the Law of God which had been given %o
them by Moses.

Note the application of this counsel io us now in connection with the NT as
well as the 0T. Cf. John 14:21, 23.

3) The previous instruction of the people concerning having just one altar.
See Lev. 17:8, 9: Deut, 12:1-14,

This was to emphasize the oneness of God, the oneness of the nation, and fo
preserve them from idolatry. Note how the Canaanites had their places of
worship all over the land, in every high place, etec.

5/12/81

a

4) See v. 12 -- the zeal of the 9% tribes for the will of God in connection with

the altar because of their fear of divine judgment,

This was most commendable, and reflects the teaching of Deut. 13:12-18. The

great danger for the nation was that they would be pulled into idolatry.

Cf. 1 John 5:21. What are 20th century idols? How we need to be careful
about those first steps into situations that can lead us away from the
Lord.

Cf. also 1 Coxr. 1036, 7, 11-15; 8; Col. 3:5,

5) How important it is that we learn from the past -- the difficulties that we
have experienced as a judgment from God. Cf. 1 Pet. 4:1=5,

a) Baal-peor (v. 17). Cf. Num. 25:1-9,

This was probably mentioned because of the part that Phinehas had had in

turning away the wrath of God,

b) Achan -- an incident which all of them would remember (v. 20). Cf. 7:1-26.



6)

7)

Joshua 22 (2)

36 men died in the battle for Ai. Evidently all of Achan's children were
stoned to death in the judgment upon Achan., Cf. Joshua 7:24-26.

The wisdom of the 9% tribes in conducting an investigation., This is a warning

to us against taking action too hastily when things appear to be wrong. We
must kmow that they are wrong.

Perhaps the classic illustration of Seripture is in what the Lord Himself
did in connection with Sodom and Gomorrah, recorded in Gen. 18:20-22. But
see also Gen. 11:5 and the tower of Babel.

The response of the 2% tribes == their concern for their children.

Note how they begin with the repetition of the ihree names of God -~ and
remember the law against taking the Lord's name "in vain.™ The translation
of the ASV is to be preferred:
The Mighty One, God, Jehovah, the Mighty One, God, Jehovah, he knoweth;
and Israel he shall know: if it be in rebellion, or if in trespass
against Jehovah, (save thou us not this day,) (Joshua 22:22),

They are the Hebrew names El, Elohim, and Jehovah., Instead of seeking to
be idolatrous, their objectives were:

1) to gloxify God,
2) to preserve the faith for their children,
(3} to safeguard the unity of the nation —- the very thing which "the place"

(the Tabernacle) was designed %o do.
The response of the 9% tribes (in contrast with 7) above).
"Love . . . believeth all things, hopeth all things, . . ." (1 Cor. 13:7).

Note from v. 31 how they recognize the hand of the Lord in what the 2% tribes
have not done. So they do as Matthew Henry says, " . . . let God have the
glory of it, and let us take the comfort of it" (II, 108).
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