
GOD CENTERED EVANGELISM 

Textbooks: The Bible 
God Centered Evangelism, by R. B. Kuiper 
True Evangelism, by Lewis Sperry Chafer 
Evangelism and The Sovereignty of Q£!!, by James 1. Packer 

Generally each week we will follow the subjects given in the book, God Centered 
Evangelism. Therefore, read it first, but try to read the other books, too, if you 
have time. 

Evangelism Begins With God 

Dr. Kuiper's first chapter carries the title, God the Author £f Salvation. 

,!hat is evangelism? Dr. Packer says that the Nevi Testament gives the best and a very 
simple answer: It is preaching the Gospel. 

Ylhat is the Gospel? Cr. 1 Cor. 15:3, 4; Rom. 1:1-4, 16. 

To whom is the Gospel to be preached? Cf. Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8. 

Is there a difference between evangelism and missions? No! Our mission is to evangelize 
all the world in every generation. 

Having recognized all of the above to be the teaching of Scripture, we must also 
recognize that there is a great difference among Bible-believing Christians as to 
'Ihat is involved in evangelizing the 'IOrld. 

There are many things that believers hold in common: 
1� That we are commanded to preach the Gospel to every creature. 
2 That all men need to be saved. 

3 That salvation is revealed in Scripture as God's provision for the salvation of 

4) 

5) 

sinners. 
That this provision is 
begotten Son, the Lord 
That the conviction of 
Holy Spirit. 

through faith in the substitutionary death of God's only 
Jesus Christ. 
a man's need is brought to his heart by the work of the 

Some would interpret the above in different ways, but there is basic agreement on 
these points. 

But '-Ihen it comes to the actual work of evangelism, and what 'Ie are to expect as a 
result of that work, there is a wide difference. 
1) This is the most predominant view in terms of the number of people who hold it. 

That God has commisioned. us to go into the whole vlorld for the purpose of bringing 
as many people to Christ as we can bring. 
Those who hold to this view believe that a man's eternal destiny is in his own hands. 
The main emphasis in preaching is directed at man's so-called "free 'Iill." Specific 
methods are used to put the sinner in a proper mood to receiv Christ, and usually, 
in evangelistic meetings, this is followed by insisting in a public decision. 
Every attempt is made to make the Gospel as attractive as possible. 

2) The other view is that we are to go into the whole world to preach the Gospel, 
believing that God has eternally elected certain people unto salvation. 
It is absolutely necessary for the elect to· believe in Christ, but the Word of God 
is preached '-lith the conviction that it 'vill be through the Word that the elect 
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will be drawn to Christ and will be able to believe, since "faith cometh by 
hearing • • •  " (Rom. 10:17). 

We beseech men to receive Christ so as to be reconciled to God, but ultimately it 
is up to God to use His Word to fulfill His o,m purposes. Cf. Isa. 55:10, 11. 

What makes the difference between these two views of salvation? 

It is the truth of the sovereignty 2£ � and belief in the doctrines of grace! As 
in all other matters regarding the truth of God, the right view will be decided by 
Scripture, and by Scripture alone. 

What are the doctrines of grace? 
1) That man is totally depraved, dead in his sins, completely alienated from God, 

unable to save himself, and unwilling for God to save him. 
2) That God has sovereignly chosen certain individuals to be saved, and that this 

choice was made in eternity past and without consideration of any meritorious 
condition in the elect. 

3) That it was determined before the foundation of the world that Christ would come 
to provide salvation for all those who would eventually be saved. Or He came to 
provide salvation for all who would believe. His intention in dying was completely 
in harmony with the will of the Father when He elected certain ones to be saved. 

4) That God moves upon the hearts of the elect, calling them by His grace, enabling 
them to believe, and working in their hearts to such a great extent that they 
want to be saved. 

5) That those who truly believe in Christ as saved for eternity, but that their faith 
will most certainly be manifested by a changed life and by persevering in the 
Christian life until death, or until the Lord comes. 

Inseparably linked with these 
that salvation is all of God: 

doctrines is belief that God is sovereign. 

It was ordained by Him in eternity past. 

This means 

�� It was made possible by the incarnation, the death, and 
only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

the resurrection of God's 

It is imparted to men through the preaching of the Word 
God, the Holy Spirit. 

as the sovereign work of 

The Bible makes it clear that man never asked to be saved. No man ever sought it. 
He does not deserve it. He cannot earn it. Therefore, if man is to be saved, God 
must provide it, and God must draw man to Himself and cause him to receive it. 
Cf. Rom. 6: 23; Eph. 2:8, 9; Tit. 3:5. 

If we believe the doctrines of grace, our views of evangelism will be drastically 
different from the present-day popular views of such people as Billy Graham, Luis 
Palau, and such organizations as Campus Crusade, etc. 

Ho;! and where do the Scriptures sho\>! that God was the One v!ho took the initiative in 
the salvation of man, and that this was all planned before the foundation of the world? 

Cf. Acts 3:19- 21, esp. v. 21. 
Rom. 16: 25 
1 Cor. 2:7 
1 Pet. 1: 20 
Rev. 13:8 

Note also Eph. 1:11; Rom. 8: 28. 

Cf. Eph. 1:4 
2 Tim. 1:9 

Tit. 1: 2 
Rev. 17:8 

All three Members of the Godhead have their part in salvation which was from Scripture 
determined in eternity past. Note the follo\>!ing: 



1) The Father's will. 
Cr. 1 John 4:10 

John 3:16, 17 
John 4:34 
John 5:30, 3 6-38 
John 6:35-40 
John 17:4 
Rom. 8:3 2 

2) The Son's death. 
John 10:11, 14-18 
John 11:51, 5 2  
John 18:11 -- the cup 
Matt. 16: 21- 23 
Phil. 2:8 
Heb. 10:7 
1 Pet. 3:18; 2: 24 
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3 )  The Holy Spirit and the Ivord, conviction, and regeneration. 
John 16:7-11 
Acts 1:8 
Acts 2:4-13 
Acts 13: 2 
1 Cor. 2:6-14 
John 3:5-8 
Tit. 3: 5 

Also by the Father's will: John 1:11-13 ; Jas. 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:3-5 



Chapter.l in Kuiper -- "God's Sovereign Election and Evangelism" (pp. 3 2-45). 

(Some of the information given below was not included by Dr. Kuiper in chapter 3.) 

Scriptures dealing ,lith election: Eph. 1:3-6, 11; Acts 15:13-18; 2 Thess. 2:13, 14; 
2 Tim. 1:8, 9. 

In addition to Scripture we have the statements given in the Canon of Dort (�uoted 
by Kuiper, pp. 3 2, 33) and the \.Jestminster Confession of Faith (Trinity Hymnal, p. 
675, Chapter III, Sections III-VIII). 

The basis of God's choice in election: It is God Himself, nothing in man. Cf. Rom. 
9:16; Eph. 1:11; John 1:11-13; Jas. 1:18. His: 
1j Unconditional (p. 33). 
2 Unchangeable (p. 34). Cf. Rom. 8:30. 

3 Not arbitary, but a deliberate, considered choice (pp. 34, 35). 
4) In Christ (p. 36). Cf. Eph. 1:4. 

Does the above make evangelism unnecessaI"J sj.nce ;lhatever God decrees is certain 
to take place? 

Evangelism is absolutely necessary because God's decrees include the end that He has 
in mind, but the means of attaining those ends. Conceivably God could have saved 
sinners apart from Christ, but He ordained salvation through Christ, by faith, in 
response to the preaching of the Gospel. 

Thus, "election demands evangelism" (p. 38e). And the evangelizing is to be done by 
those of the elect who have been saved. This is the pattern throughout the Word 
of God. 

Notice the commands to evangelize: JIIatt. 28:18- 20; Nark 16:15; Acts 1:8; 15:14, 17. 

Thus, not only does election re�uire evangelism, but election guarantees that 
there will be genuine results through evangelism (p. 3ge). The nature of man's heart 
would make evangelism the most useless and impossible work in the world if it were 
not for the truth of election and the doctrines of grace. Cf. Isa. 55:10, 11; 
1 Pet. 2: 23. 

The commands to evangelize above mean that God's elect are in every nation, 
and that they are there in every generation. 

But there is another doctrine in Scripture which seems to discourage evangelism: 
the doctrine of preterition (a passing over), or, as it is sometimes called, repro­
bation (condemned, rejected, abandoned). 

These are taught in Scripture: 
1) By implication. If only some are chosen, obviously others are passed 
2) By specific teaching. Cf. Rom. 9:19- 23; 1 Pet. 2:7, 8; Jude 4. 

Do these affect the sincerity of the offer 2f salvation � the non-elect? 

In dealing with these "e must recognize that the Bible teaches: 

4

1�l Election. 
Reprobation. 

to all men. 
and believe. Cf. Acts 17:30. 

by. 

The universal preaching of the Gospel 
The responsibility of all men to hear 

Therefore, we must not allow ourselves to 
cannot reconcile them "ith human reason. 

reject any of these teachings because we 
Cf. Isa. 55:8, 9. 



Kuiper, Chapter 3 -- Page 2 

Ho" � � ,justify � � offer .2f. salvation .:!:£ all � "hen only the elect are 
oin to be saved? 

1 
2 

3 

4) 

5) 

Be�uS; the Word of God commands it. 
Because this is God's plan for seeking out the elect. 
Because it is true that ""hosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life" (John 3:16). 
Because this confirms the righteousness of God. Men are not crying out for 
salvation. They "ill even hear the Gospel and turn a"ay. 
Because the lack of ability on the part of men to receive has nothing to do 
"ith the sincerity of the offer. 

Cf. Ryrie's statement and his quotation of Dr. Chafer in Dispensationalism 
Today, pp. 164, 165. 

vmat is the purpose of y�o"ing the doctrine of election, and its connection with 
evangelism? 
1) It is a part of Scripture, and a vital part of the doctrine of salvation. 
2� It glorifies God in His saving "ork. 

3 It humbles man because it is unconditional. 
4 It assures a harvest "hich "ould otherwise be impossible. 

Hlus: A farmer can plo" and sow his seed. But all of his plo,ling and 
so,Ting ,,/Ould be useless if the seed did not germinate and gro", or if there 
"ere no\ "ater or sun. Even the seed and the soil have been provided by God, 
and the farmer has both his wisdom and his strength to work from God. 

5) It makes possible the salvation of the "chief" of sinners since it is not condi­
tioned on either merit or demerit. 

Should sinners be told about election? 

It certainly 
1
2
) The Lord 
) It is in 

should not be deliberately hidden from them. 
spoke about it to unregenerate men. 
the Word. 

But it is not necessary for the lost to know this in order to be saved. Dr. Kuiper 
cites the case of the Philippian jailor in Acts 16. 

Sinners are not told to find out if they are elect. They are told to believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ to be saved. They they "ill know that they are elect! 
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In London itself Dr Lloyd-Jones was now faced in a new way with his relationship 

to the inter-denominational evangelical movements which were under no church control • 

. All thes organisations had their headquarters in the capital and a number of them 
soon invited him to speak at meetings. He did not hide the difficulties he 

experienced in giving them his enthusiastic support. At a joint meeting of leaders 
of the Inter-Varsity Fellowship and the boys' and girls' branches of the Crusaders' 
Union, held at Syon House, he began his address--half seriously--by saying: 'I have 
been trying to find your organisations in the Bible, but youu are not to be found 
in the New Testament. I did find you, however, in the Old--in the Book of Judges, 
chapter 17, verse 6, "In those days there was no;king in Israel, but every man did 
that which was right in his own eyes"!' 
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