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• 

"THOU ART THE MAN" 
• 

2 Samuel 12 

, 

Intro: Chapter 12 is the sequel of chapter 11. It took 
place at least nine months later than the tragic 

events of chapter 11 , but it could have been a little longer 
than that . SC)!1'te suggest the possibility that it could have 
been a couple of years later. 

The child which Bathsheba had conceived by David had been 
born. The amazing thing is that David had not yet confessed 
his sin. And it was not until the Lord sent the prophet 
Nathan to him that David was forced to admit his guilt, and 
to confess his sin . 

We are concerned mainly with the first 25 verses . It can 
easily be divided into three parts: 
1) Nathan's ministry and David's confession (vv. 1-14 ) .  
2 )  The sickness and death of David's son (vv. 15-23 ) .  
3 )  The conception and birth of Solomon (vv. 24 , 25 ) .  

Let us notice, first of all, 

I .  THE: DIFFICULTY OF NATHAN'S MINISTRY .  

We were first: introduced to Nathan in chapter 7 where he 
responded to David in David's desire to build a house for the 
Lord . He had complete confidence in David's ability to 
discern the will  of God because he had seen such great 
evidence that the Lord was with David . .  

We also learn from 2 Sam . 5 :  14 that David had a son by the 
name of NathcID . It is possible that he was given that name 
because of David's respect for and love for this man of God . 
This is speculation, but there is a strong possibility that 
it is true . 

But even from the details that we have, it seems that there 
was a very close relationship between the king and the 
prophet . ThE�refore, it would have been very difficult for 
Nathan to have such an assignment from the Lord . He was sent 
by the Lord to David, we are told in 2 Sam . 12 : 1. 

However, we can see that Nathan valued his relationship to 
the Lord even more than his relationship with King David . 
Faithfulness is the primary requirement for any servant of 
the Lord . Paul told the Corinthian church, 

Let a man so account of U$, 
as of the minister of Christ, 
and stewards of the mysteries of God . 
Moreover it is required in stewards, 
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that a man be found fai1t:ltn[i!]] (1 Cor . 4 :  1 ,  2 ) . 

, 

A task like Nathan had could sometimes be very dangerous . 
You will remember that it cost John the Baptist his life to 
be faithful to the Lord before Herod. 

And yet what Nathan did was the best thing that could be done 
for David at this point in his life. Provo 27 : 6  tells us 
that "faithful are the wounds of a friend . "  As difficult as 
it must have been for Nathan to carry out this assignment, 
yet it had to be most gratifying to him when he saw David's 
response. 

The second things that we need to notice in this chapter 

II . THb: SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS OF DAVID. 

• 
1S: 

There is no c�estion at this point in David's life about his 
relationship to the Lord . He had been chosen because he was 
a man after God's heart . This could never have been said 
about an unregenerate man . David knew the Lord . The Lord 
knew David . We have abundant evidence of this in the 
chapters we have covered in the life of David . But it was 
this man , this man of God , this man after God's heart, who 
seemed content to forget about all that he had done . He 
seemed content to move ahead with his life as though those 

- terrible things had never been done . 

Therefore, when we quote J-er . 17 : 9 ,  10 .,  let us remember that 
those evidence of deception are still in our hearts . We can 
be like David, indignant at the rich man in Nathan's parable 
for doing whctt amounted to nothing in comparison with what 
David had done, and yet do nothing about our own sins that 
might be 1000 %  worse ! Charles Simeon once said, "It is 
scarcely to l)e conceived to what a degree sin will blind the 
eyes, and harden the heart" (Vol . 3 ,  p .  269) . Our hearts 
will deceive us because they are sinful hearts . We would 
think that it would have been impossible for David to sleep 
at night having committed such a list of terrible sins . But 
he did sleep" and apparently slept well . It was not until he 
condemned himself by his response to Nathan's story that his 
past was brought vividly to his conscience . 

Paul was thinking about unbelievers wqen he wrote to Timothy 
these words: 

And the servant of the Lord must not strive ; 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 
In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves ; 
if G< d peradventure will give 
to the of the truth ( 2  Tim.  2 :  24 , 25 ) . 

But the same truth applies to believers . I t is God Who 
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always gives repentance. True repentance never comes from 
us. We can regret the consequences of our sin. Unbelievers 
feel that way . But only God can give Us true repentance . 
And that is what was happening to David in the verses that we 
read in this chapter. The Lord was dealing with David about 
sins that David seems to have been content to forget. 

And so let us go on to look at: 

III . DAVID'S REPENTANCE. 

Many have been disappointed with David's confession . As it 
is stated here it amounted to only six words ! He told 
Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord . "  In the Hebrew text 
it is only two words . 

Ho.vever, when we examine his words we can see much to commend 
his words as an expression of true repentance . (1) He 
admitted that he had sinned, that what he had done was sin. 
He did not j ust cal l  it a mistake {or by any other word that 
men are often inclined to use to excuse their sin . He called 
it by its right name: SIN!  (2) He confessed that although 
he had sinned. against Bathsheba, and against her husband, 
Uriah, and against all of his people, yet he saw that his 
guilt was the greatest because he had sinned against the 
Lord . (3) He made no attempt to explain to Nathan why he had 
done what he had done . He was not interested in excusing 
himself, but in getting things right with the Lord . (4) 
Nei ther did he get angry with Nathan because Nathan had come 
to bring his sin to his attention . (5) And then we learn as 
we go on reading our Bibles that in the presence of the Lord 
David extensively confessed his sin . Cf . Psa . 5 1 .  The place 
for us to go into detail about our sins is before the Lord . 
(6) Final ly, it would seem that David's Psalms of Confession 
(Psalm 32 is another one) were written that others might know 
the distress that David experienced because of his sin, and 
not do as he had done . Those who use David's sin as an 
excuse for doing the same thing are only revealing how sinful 
their hearts are ! 

The good news for David was expressed in those word found in 
the latter part of verse 13 : "The Lord also hath put away 
thy sini thou shalt not die . "  He deserved to die for 
adultery and for murder, and possibly also for his deceit (if 
that were to be considered as bearing false witness) . But he 
was forgiven" and preserved from death . This can only be 
explained in terms of the mercy and grace of God . Where 
would any of us be if it were not that God is the kind of a 
God He is? 

Now let us notice: 
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IV . GOD'S JUDGMENT. 

Read verses 1 0  through 12 . 

The Lord does not always deal with His people in the same 
way, but David's sin was especially grievous because of who 
he was . He was the King of I srael . He should have been the 
one to see the example for godliness . And he did for the 
greater part of his life . But his fall  had a greater effect 
than would have been the case of some little-known Israelite . 
One thing that Nathan told David was that he had given "great 
occasion for the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme" ( 2  Sam. 
12 : 14 ) . Although I would not compare David with prominent 
evangelists in our day who have gotten into sin, yet we can 
see by what people have said how non-Christians often take 
great pleasure when some religious leader gets into 
difficulty, especially where the sins of the flesh are 
concerned . 

But one thingr that Nathan did tell David was that the child 
which had been conceived through his sin would die . 

And our text reveals how that took place . It was an 
especially h2rrd time for David and Bathsheba to have to give 
up their litt:le son . How often children are involved in the 
consequences of our sins ! That alone ought to make us walk 
in holiness before the Lord . 

Finally, I c2rn' t leave this chapter without cal ling your 
attention to:: 

VI • TAb: GRACE OF GOD. 

I have already mentioned that the Lord spared David from 
death . That was the grace of God . But there are some other 
indications in the chapter . 

It was an act of God's grace that: 

A .  God waited even though David seemed content to 
forget about his sin . 

When we are inclined to get impatient with the Lord because 
we have had lto wait for Him, let us remember how long He has 
waited on us, perhaps waiting for us to confess our sins . Or 
at least wai"ted for us to do what He has told us in His Word 
that He wants us to do . 

B. The Lord sent Nathan to David . 

That fact has grace written all over it . When the Lord 
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reminds us of our sins, let us remember that it is evidence 
that He is a God of all grace. It is painful for us to 
remember how we have displeased God , but the Lord causes us 
to remember so that we will not go out and do the same thing 
all over again • 

C. The Lord did not take away David I s confidence that 
God was a God of grace. See vv . 21, 22. 

-.��. 

David could easily have felt that the Lord would never again 
hear his prayer, but he had the courage to believe that the 
Lord might even be gracious in sparing his child. Sins are 
often so overruled by the Lord that instead of discouraging 
us in prayer, prayer take on a larger place in our lives than 
it ever had before. It probably was that way with David. 

D. The Lord gave David and Bathsheba another son, 
Solomon, who was a great joy to them, and who was 
to be the one who would continue the line of the 
family leading to Christ. See vv . 24, 25. Solomon 
means peace; Jedidiah means beloved of Jah {an 
abbreviation of Jehovah} • 

How good is the God we adore! When He would be justified in 
casting us from His presence forever, He restores us, and, in 
spite of our troubles, continues to pour out upon us the 

-- riches of His love and His grace and His mercy. 

Concl: May t:he Lord teach us from these two chapters how 
much we need to avoid sin if we are to please Him, 

and if we are to live lives of happiness for ourselves that 
will bring glory and honor to Him Who loved us so much that 
He gave His only begotten Son to save us from our sins. 
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THE BEGI NNING OF SO RROWS 
2 Samuel 12 : 26-13 : 39 

David #32 

Intro : I come tonight to another episode in the life of 
David which is hard to teach, and hard to preach. It 

is very similar to chapter 11 where we had the account of 
David ' s  sins. In fact, the two sins David committed are the 
very sins in 1�ich his children were involved in chapter 13 : 
adultery and murder. 

Ho.vever, before we look at chapter 13 , let me direct your 
attention to "the last six verses of chapter 12 . It brings 
out the cruel "ty that heretofore had not been seen in David, 
but we also see an impudence manifested by Joab which was not 
good. It all had to do with: 

1. THE: WAR AG AINST THE AMMONITES ( 2  Sam. 12 : 26-31) . 

Joab continued the successful military campaigns of the 
armies of I srael , and here we see him as he was ready to take 
their "royal city. " And he sent for David to come to take 
part in the final invasion saying , "Lest I take the city,  and 
it be called after my narre" ( 2  Sam. 12:28b) . Some think that 
Joab was being considerate of David and his position, but it 
seems that his words carried with them a feeling of 
impatience and resentment toward King David. It is sometimes 
hard to interpret certain passages of Scripture where we 
cannot hear the tone of voice which was used when something 
was said. But it seems to me that Joab' s attitude toward 
David was not what it had been formerly. 

And then when we see what David did to the Ammonites , we can 
be surprised at this also. It is true that the Ammonites 
were cruel in this same fashion after defeating their 
enemies ,  and that the Ammonites sought the complete destruc
tion of I srael , and yet the hard punishment which David exer
cised against: them was hardly what we would have expected 
from David. It probably was due to things like this that 
David was not: penni tted to build the Temple as he had wanted 
to do. I agree with Matthew Henry who said that what David 
did in punishing the Ammonites in such a cruel manner was "a 
sign that David ' s  heart was not yet made soft by repentance" 
( II ,  505). vJe would think that , after all that David had 
been through l' he would have shown more mercy toward his 
enemies . It would have been more merciful to kill them 
outright than to kil l  them in the cruel manner that he did. 

Jeremiah was to teach us later that the heart of man is 
"desperately wicked" (Jer. 17 : 9 ) . The seeds of cruelty are 
in all of uSl' and it is only by the grace of God that we have 
not done worse than we have. The Spirit of God must have 
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included this period in David ' s  life as a warning to all of 
us . When we think of God ' s  gracious dealings with us , it 
ought to make us more tolerant of others . 

But let us go on to chapter 13 . 

There are two sections to this chapter: 
1}  Amnon ' s  adultery (vv . 1-20 ) . 
2 }  Amnon ' s  murder by the servants of Absalom (vv . 21-39 ) .  

Before we get into the story, let us get acquainted with the 
people we meet in this chapter. 
1}  Amnon -- 2 Sam. 3 : 2  tells us that he was David ' s  

firstborn, and that his mother was · Ahinoam the 
Jezreelit.ess . 

2 }  Tamar was Absalom ' s  sister . Absalom was David ' s  third 
son, but his mother was Maachah who was the daughter of 
Talmai , the king of Geshur . This means that Amnon and 
Tamar were half-brother and sister . And so Absalom was 
also Amnon ' s half-brother . 

3 }  Jonadab , who made the evil suggestion to Amnon about 
trapping Tamar ,  was a son of Sharnmah , David ' s  older 
brother . So this made him a first cousin of Amnon and 
Tamar . 

When we put al l of this together, we can see that the sins of 
chapter 13 WE�re a family affair . And to make matters worse 
for David , he was the one who sent Tamar to Amnon, and he was 
the one who gave permission for Amnon and all of his brothers 
to go with Absalom. 

We immediately , therefore , come to two important lessons in 
this passage:: 
1 }  Problems that result from multiple marriages .  Amnon 

probably would not have let his passion run away with him 
if Tamar had been his full sister . But , because she was 
his half--sister , he pursued his evil desires . Even after 
Amnon had defiled her , she felt that it would be all 
right for them to be married. And so David ' s  many 
marriages created some real problems for his children . 

When the Lord established marriage , he gave Adam only 
one wife.. Pol ygamy, though it was practiced by many of 
the people of God in the or, was never the will  of God . 
It created problems for Abraham. It created problems for 
Jacob . It created problems for David , and it created 
problems for Solomon. What God permits , is not always in 
accordance with His will . Therefore , we need to know His 
divine plan for marriage , and stick with it . Kings 
particularly were told in Deut . 17 that they were not to 
"multiply wives . "  

The other tnlth that we learn from David ' s  circumstances is: 
2 }  We are not to marry outside of the family of God . 
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Absalom ' s  mother was the daughter cpf the King of Geshur 
who , as far as we know, was a heatllen. And you can see 
in 2 Sam.  13 : 37 that Absalom went �o his grandfather on 
his mother ' s  side after he had Amndm murdered. He knew 
that he �Quld be safe there. 

A union between a believer and citn unbeliever is an 
unequal yoke , and is destined for trouble. It might 
sound unreasonable , young people , i/:o fol low such 
instruction from the Word of God , lbut it is the only safe 
way to go. Seek always to do that which is pleasing to 
the Lord, and you will  have reason to expect the blessing 
of the Lord upon your marriage. 

• , 

When the Lord pronounced judgment upon i David in chapter 12 , 
one of the things that he said to Davi� was this , found in 
verse 11 : " 1  wil l  raise up evil again�t thee out of thine 
own house . "  This does not mean that G9d caused Amnon to 
commit adultery with Tamar. Nor does �t mean that the Lord 
was the cause of the deception by which Tamar was led into 
her half-brotner ' s  trap. And it certa'nly does not mean that 
God caused Absalom to kill  Amnon. But: it does mean that the 
Lord did not restrain them. The Lord tLet them do what 
naturally was in their hearts .  All  th� Lord has to do with 
any of us is to lift His restraining h�d from us , and there 
is no tellin9 what we will do. That i�  why David prayed at 
some time in his life , 

Keep back thy servant from presurr\ptuous sins ; 
, 

let them not have dominion over me (Psa. 19 : 13a) . 
, 

And this is why the Lord taught us to pray that He would 
deliver us from the Evil One. Cf . Mat�. 6 :  13a. One power 
that the Lord continually exercises in! all of our lives is 
power restraining us from sin. The on!ly reason that King 
Abimelech had not sinned with Sarah afiter Abraham said that 
she was his sister was , as the Lord tdld Abimelech, "I  also 
withheld thee from sinning against me" ! (Gen. 20 : 6 ) . 

The Lord res trains us by our conscienc ,es . The Lord restrains 
us by His Word. He restrains us from isin by providentially 
intervening in our circumstances . Th�re is never a day that 
we are not n�strained by the Holy Spi:r1it ,  and kept from sins 
that we would otherwise commit. 

BUT , IF WE ARE DISPLEASING 'l'H E: LORD, qR I GNORING WHAT HE DOES 
TO RESTRAIN US, HE MAY LIFT THAT RESTRAINT TO SH OW US HOW 
MUCH WE NEED HIM, AND HOW UTTERLY DEP ENT UPON HIM WE ARE. 
We need to beware of any transgressioD of the Word of God . 

It can only lead to more sinning. Th� same is true of the 
natural restraints that God has placed in our hearts ,  and the 
bl ocks that He puts in the way, as He restrained Balaam with 
his donkey. We can praise the Lord fqr the forgiveness of 
our sins , but also for the many ways Be has kept us from 
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sinning. We need to thank God every dalY for His restraining 
power. When ·the Restrainer is with hel� from this world , the 
world wil l  enter the Great Tribulation. 2 Thess .  2 tells us 
that. 

But let us look at these two sections :Bor just a moment or 
two. 

I I .  AMNON' S .ADULTERY ( 2  Sam. 13 : 1-20) . 

Amnon engaged in thinking that could o�ly lead to sin. 
Instead of turning away from Tamar, an4 getting his mind on 
other things , he fed that evil passion iday after day. And I 
the Devil wil l  always see to it that tl).e wrong people are 
around to encourage the sinner in his �in. In order to 
accomplish his evil desires , Amnon agr$ed to deceive his 
father , and to get Tamar into his quartf.ers where she would 
not be able to get away from him. Do tou see how sins travel 
together , and how one sin helps anothet sin? 

! 
, ! 

And he was able to do what he wanted tcb do. ! , 
, , 

But this was not love; this was evil p�ssion. Everything was 
wrong about it. And so , when Amnon hadl sinned , he hated her 

, 

more than he had loved her , or thought ithat he loved her , 
before . All of her pleading to make s�mething good out of 
this which was so bad , was of no avaiH Amnon had her not 
only put out, but locked out ! 

Tamar was not: at fault. She was decei yed and trapped by a 
man who was intent on satisfying his l�st. He did not love 
her ; he loved himself , and made her his victim. 

, , 
, 

These account:s are recorded for us in �cripture to warn us 
against the evil that is in all of ourihearts. Young people , 
and those of us who are no longer youn� , we need to make sure 
that we are 1 i ving according to the WOJrd of God . . 

I , I 
Let me ask one question before we leav� t his section of 
Scripture. Do you suppose that David' � sin made ArTmon feel 
freer to do ,yhat he did? Coming so clpse together , there 
must be some connection. I will  let ybu think about that. , 
But remember that sinful passion is re isponsible for more 
tragedies in life than we will  ever bel able to calculate . 

What about �1e second part of the chapter? 
! I 

I I I • A MNON' S MURDER BY THE SERVANTS OF ABSAIDM (2 Sam. 
13 : 21-39 )  • 

Notice an important lesson concerning !both Amnon and Absalom: 
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What they did resulted in death for bo�h of them. How many 
times people have started out to have � good time, or to get 
even with someone , only to have it res�lt in tragedy. 

, 

I personal ly am surprised that David d�d not do something. 
Perhaps he was still crippled from the ieffects of his own 
sin, maybe even blaming himself for wh�t Amnon had done. 
Whatever the reason may have been, this is where Absalom 
comes on the scene. He had planned foi two full  years to do 
what he finally did. That was to kill  Amnon. 

It seems to me to be quite clear that IDavid had at least two 
sons who did not know the Lord. Amnon gives no evidence that 
he was saved, and neither did Absalom. How much David had 
taught them, we do not know. Normally they should have been 
acquainted with the Mosaic Law. The Lcjtw certain I y spoke 
about committ .ing adultery. The seventiR commandment is , "Thou 

, 

shalt not commit adultery" (Ex. 20 : 14 ) " (By the way notice 
that the Law was primarily a restraini�g instrument of God .) 
Amnon must ha ve known that. But the Lcltw also spoke about 
taking vengea .nce. In Deut. 32 : 35 we h�ve the words of the 
Lord when He said , "To me belongeth ve�geance , and 
recompence. "  Paul rendered it like this in Rom. 12 : 19 :  
"Vengeance is mine ; I will repay, saitfu the Lord. "  It is not 
only that vengeance belongs to Him , but He has declared that 
He will  exercise vengeance. Absalom m�st have known this. 
But , instead of waiting to see what th� Lord would do , he 
took matters into his own hands . And �e would pay the price 
for his sin. The passage of time only ! increased his desire 

, 

to kill  Amnon, and that is what he finally did. 

It seems to me that David presented th� picture of a very 
pathetic person in connection with the ! troubles that came 
into his family at this time. He was rather quickly 
comforted over the death of Amnon, but yearned over the 
departure of Absalom. 

Concl :  How can we sum up what we have here? There is much 
that could be said, but let me mention just 
point:s . 

First , we need to beware of the sin 
Remember Jer .. 17 : 9 ,  10. 

, , 
, 

th�t 
, 
, 

• • 
lS In our hearts .  

Second , reme mber that the Lord has mad� provision not only 
for our deliverance from sin I s penal tYi, but also from sin IS 
power. We don I t have to sin even though we can. We need to 
hide the Word in our hearts as we learn from Psa. 119 : 11. 

, 

Third , we need to be careful not to try to go around the road 
blocks that the Lord has placed in our way. Amnon made that 

, 



, 
, 

2 Sam. 12 : 26-13 : 39 ( 6 )  

mistake. Absalom' s mistake was that hql took over the task 
which the Lord said belong to Himself. ; 

And , finally, thinking of David and hiq sins , it is a warning 
, 

to those of us who are parents ,  regardless of our age , to be 
careful that we walk with the Lord. W� need to be careful 

, 

about the sins of the spirit as well  a� sins of the flesh. 
People have taken David' s  sin as an exquse for them to do 
what he did. They are wrong in doing it , but they have done 
it nevertheless . The greatest thing tijat we as parents can 
do secure the blessing of our children is to make as sure as 
we can that we are seeking to live to wlease the Lord. 

i 
, 

This is a chapter that has " Caution" WJfitten on it , "Beware 
of danger ahead. " David said in Psa. 19 ,  verses 10 and 11 , 

, 

with respect to the Word of God , ! 

More to be desired are they than gold , 
yea, than much find gold : I 
swee1:er also than honey and th� honeycomb. 
Moreover by them is thy servan!t warned : 
and in keeping of them there i ! great reward. 

May the Lord grant that we will give h ed to the warnings , 
, 

and look fOIVIrard to those "great rewardis . "  

-
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i TH F: EXI LE  RETU RNS) 
2 Samuel 14 

Intro : We are first introduced to Abs qlom in chapter 13 , but 
we are not until he is kil led by Joab and his men in 

chapter 18. .As we come to chapter 14 , Absalom had exiled 
himself in the land of Geshur where th� king was Talmai , his 
mother ' s  father , his grandfather. Abs i lorn fled from the land 

had defiled his sister , Tamar. AbsaloIi1 had remained quiet 
about the incident for two years , but ije was planning all of 
the time to kill  Amnon. He eventually did this , and this was 
the reason for his exile. It seems that if David has taken , 

the proper measures against Amnon , his/troubles with Absalom 
, 

might not have developed. But how could David judge his son 
according to the Law when he had been 4ranted mercy from the 
Lord for his own sins? It is always i�possible for us to say 
what might have happened IF something �lse had been done. We 
are left to understand what did happen � and to learn from the 
events which fol lowed however tragic they might have been. 

In Amnon' s sin David was faced with hi ? own sin against 
Bathsheba. In Absal om' s sin he was fa�ed with his sin 
against Bathsheba ' s  husband , Uriah. These tragic events in 
David ' s  family had come upon David as � judgment from God , 
and yet they were administered by God tn such a way as to 
advance the 'illork of God in his own sout. They were events 
which caused David a great deal of distress . Some of his 

, 

Psalms fil l in the details regarding tpe travail of soul 
which David experienced during these days • 

• 
• 
, 

The latter part of chapter 13 tells US! that David had gotten 
over the deain of Amnon , and that , as � father , he longed to 

; have Absalom back. However , probably ue to the fact that 
Absalom had sinned so grievously in ki ling Amnon, his own 
half-brother,r David was reluctant to dp so. And so Absalom 

, 

remained in exile. • 

What we do know is that J oab ,  who was a nephew of King David , 
and , therefore , a cousin of Absalom, d�cided to do something 
about bringing Absalom back. What his motives were , we can 
only guess.  He perhaps had sense the growing popularity of 
Absalom with the people and the corresPonding decreasing 
popularity of David because of David ' s l sins. Her also knew 
that David was not going to live forev:er,  or he might be 
overthrown , and so Joab was l ooking ouit for himself. In 
addition , he had his own sin to worry bbout. He had kil led 
Abner with t ll.e help of his brother Abiishai . At that time 
David had said , 

These men the sons of Zeruiah b� too hard for me : , 

the Lord shal l reward the doer <Df evil 
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according to his wickedness ( 2  S$m. 3 : 39b) . 
The whole pi cture concerning Joab was tiecoming increasing 
mysterious. lHowever , he sought to bririg Absalom back , and he 

• 

determined to do it through a wise womgn from Tekoa h. Tekoah 
was located about ten miles south of J�rusalem. 

, 
The first section of 2 Samuel 14 has to do with : 

I .  THE WISE 'WOMAN OF TEKOAH ( 2  Sam. 14 : 1-20 ) . 

She is cal led in verse 2 "a  wise woman." This probably means 
that this was her reputation, and Davi4 probably knew her. 
Being a wise woman, her story would se�m more acceptable to 
David. Joab is the one who made up th4 story to get David to 
bring Absaloml back from exile. 

Her story is given in verses 4 through 7. 

David was obviously impressed , and prorpised her that her son 
would be prot�ected. 

However , after asking permission to go on , she told David in 
verses 12 and 13 that he was guilty lite the people she had 
described since he had not brought hom� his own "banished" 
son. We need to keep in mind that Dav�d had not "banished" 
Absalom; Absalom had fled into exile f<br his own safety- 
perhaps like Rebekah sent Jacob away uhtil Esau had cooled 
off and abandoned his plan to kill  Jac bb. The point that the 
woman was making was that , if he would spare the woman ' s  son , 
surely he would bring his own son bac k from exile. 

, 
At this point David told her not to hi�e from him the answer 
to the question that he would ask her. : She agreed. Then 
David asked her if Joab were behind al � that she had said. 
She told him that he was . She gave hi f the honor of being 
able to discern what was going on. 

David then called Joab, 
bring him home. 

and told him to go after Absalom, and 
, • 

II .  THE RETU RN OF ABSALOM , THE EXI LE  ( 2  Sam. 14 : 21-24 ) . 

Absalom was brought back , but with one restriction : He was 
not to see the king ' s  face. David pr , ly felt that he had 
to do this to satisfy his own conscie e that Absalom was 
being punished for the sin that he had! committed. However, 
David was no-t really dealing with the !issue as he should have 

, 

done. 

The third section of the chapter tell s  us of : 
• 
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I II .  ABSAIDM ' S  INCREASING POPULARITY � 2 Sam. 14 : 25-27 ) . 

The popularity of Absalom was actually a commentary on the 
low state of spiritual life in I srael qt this time. This , 
too, was a reflection upon David. Not:ilce that nothing is , 

said about Absalom ' s  faith , or his wal k  with the Lord. 
Although his father was one of the mos� godly men who ever I 
lived ( in spite of the sins he committ�d) , yet he had not 
imparted that godliness to his son. T�at is not the way that 
we become godly. 

The account in these verses tells us t�at Absalom was popular 
because he was so handsome. Physical l t  he was without 
blemish. You . could not but be attract4d to him. In addition 
to a strong body, he had a beautiful h$ad of hair. And he 
took full advantage of this natural gift that the Lord had 

, 

given him. He let it grow until it be¢ame too heavy for him 
to carry aroumd all day. It is estimated that two hundred 
shekels of weight was probably a littl Ek over three pounds ! I 
When it got that heavy,  he had it poll ed,  i .e. , cut, or I 
perhaps better , trimmed. You can be slilre that he had his own , 

hair dresser. When a person gives mor¢ attention to his 
physical appearance than he does to the condition of his 
soul , you can be sure that there is sorhething very wrong in 
that person ' s  heart. 

To summarize what we are told about Ab�alom, he was a very , 
very proud man. There was nothing about him to indicate that 
he had the slightest interest in the things of the Lord. 
And , what is most significant , there w�s not an ounce of 
evidence that: he was in the least repentant for what he had 
done in kill ing his brother , Amnon. Joab had succeeded in 
bringing Absalom back, but he had brou�ht back an unrepentant 
sinner who would only cause more troubae for his father , the 
king , in the days ahead. 

The last par1: of the chapter tells us about : 

IV. ABSAIDM" S FULl. RESTORATION ( 2  Sam ,. 14 : 28-33)  . 
, , 

Here Joab goi: a little of his own medi cine . Absalom put him ! 
under press w�e to have him accepted by! the king. Joab may 

, 

have felt that getting Absalom back to! Jerusalem was enough , 
but Absalom �vas not only proud; he was ! impatient. He wanted 
to be restored , but on his terms . He �till  showed no 
evidence thai: he was even thinking of jLepentance. He burned 
Joa b' s barley field to get his attention. And so Joab went 
to the king, the king called for Absal bm,  and we read about 
the disgusting things that took place lin the last part of the 
chapter. 
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David , of course , was like any father 0-ould have been: 
reluctant to pass judgment on his son. ! But his greatest 
mistake was to accept Absalom back under pressure. He did 
not talk to him about the Lord, nor abdut the problem that 
had brought about their estrangement. It seems that he was 
willing to forget the past, and accept Absalom back into his 
favor. The remaining chapter ( 15-18)  �emind us of the great 
mistake that David made at this point. ! He was only assisting 
his proud son to carry out his evil pl�n which would put 
David himself in disgrace and exile. 

. 

Concl : What are we to learn from this. chapter? 
; 
, 
i 

I think that there is a strong parallei between this story I 
about AbsalOITI and the story the Lord t�ld about the prodigal 
son , recorded for us in Luke 15 : 11-24. i At the same time , the 
two accounts stand in real contrast with each other. 

! 
, • 

We are always faced with a dilemma as to what to do when 
someone dear to us sins against the Loid in some way. 

, 

Usually pride is involved . A true bel iever always want to 
see a restoration of that broken relat�onship , and so we 
often take st:eps ahead of the Lord onl � to find that our 

. . ' 

efforts are In valn. . 

I 
One thing is true when we think about bursel ves , or about 
others , whether it is a son , or a daughter , or a friend , or 
even one who is a casual acquaintance. ! It is that only God 
can change our hearts . Philippians 2 : 13 states it as clearly 
as it can be stated. Until the Lord dbes a work in our 

, 

hearts , we are all going to try to ignpre our sin. We will  
continue on in our pride. We will  want to settle things on 

, 

our terms , but not on the Lord I s .  A kD.-nd of a reconciliation 
can be established , but it is never a !true reconciliation. 
The father of the prodigal son was much wiser than King 
David. Do you know why? He did not gp after his son; he 
waited until his son was repentant and ! carne home of his own 

• 

accord , sorry for what he had done and! the way that he had 
lived. When the prodigal carne home , �is first words to his 
father were , "Father , I have sinned . . .  " (Luke 15 : 21) . The 
father did not wait for his son to fin;ish the speech he had 
planned to give; he didn It need to. �e knew that the son who 
had come back was different from the s 'on that had gone away. 

What would have happened if David had �aited for a change in 
• 

Absalom I s heart , we do not know. But we do know that there 
, 

is no real solution unless God works C\' change in the heart of 
the one who has sinned , and has run away from his sin. 

, 

May this incident in the life of David help 
understand ffiJre about the ways of the iLord . 

all of us to 
And may we see 
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how we need to pray that the Lord will  �ork in the hearts of 
, 

our children, in the hearts of those who sit under the Word 
of God every Sunday. We are utterly dqpendent upon God to , 

change us , to change our children, and Ito change the hearts 
of those who :have identified themselveg with His people. If 
the Lord does not work, nothing we can do will  ta ke the place 
of the work of God . 

What is there for us to do? Thinking ctbout the life of 
David , we need to be careful about our iown lives . We need to 

, 

be an example to the people we are conderned about. We need 
to be given much to prayer. And we ne�d to learn to wait 
upon the Lord . We cannot force people to be repentant and to 
do the right thing. We have to depend upon God to give them 
repentance , and to make they want to d@ His will .  I , 

! 

We do not rea d a great deal in the Psa1ms about family life. 
Perhaps David , was deficient in this ki*d of instruction for 
himself and his children. Maybe this ts one reason that his 
son, Solomon , had so much to say about: family life in his , 

book of Proverbs.  May the Lord be graa:ious to us al l in I 
working in our lives , and then working'in the lives of those 
who have been committed to our care. 
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ABSALOM , 1HE TRAIT<DR 
2 Samuel 15 

David #34 

Intro : Last week we learned at the clo e of chapter 14 that , 
under pressure from Absalom, Jo, had appealed to 

King David , ill1d David restored Absalom �o full  fellowship 
with himself. HCMTever, David did this Without seeing any 

, 

real change in Absal an. Absalom was stti-ll a rebel at heart. 
He had never actually repented for kill�ng his brother Amnon. 
And so it is not surprising that David had to face even 

, 

greater trouble because of the selfish Flinbition which moved 
Absalom to cause David even greater tro�le. 

, , , 
! , 

It certainly is apparent that God was b�inging more judgment 
upon David , as He had declared. All of! the Lord had to do 
was to remove His restraining hand from Absalom. We see also 
how foolish i-t is to restore a person l iike Absalom to his 
place as a son of the king while he is still unchanged in 
heart. There are always people around �ho will  say that love 
should be shaND to such a person , and �t love will change 
the heart of the sinner. Or people will say that it is 
better to have a person inside instead lof outside because 
then the offender can be watched , or he will  be influenced to 
do the rightthi ng • The story of Absa�om shows that all such 
advice is wrong. 

What we need to see in a person like �salom is a change of , 
heart , and only God can do that. It i� clear that Absalom 
needed the Lord.  Even though he was tqe son of the godly 
King David , yet he had never been saveqt . He was self-wil led , 
ambitious , deceptive , unscrupulous , an4 without any sense of 
loyalty to his own father. Even with �lievers , restoration 
of fellowship needs to await the work �f the Lord in the soul 
of the rebel , even though he might be the king' s son. 

If David had wanted to restore Absalomr as obviously he did , 
he should have done as Paul advised Tirhothy years later when 
he said , 

And the servant of the Lord must npt strive ; 
but be gentle unto al l men ,  apt td teach , patient, 
In meekness instructing those that! oppose themselves ; 
if God peradventure will  give them repentance 

, 

to the acknowledging of the truth; 
And that they may recover themsel �es 
out of the snare of the devil , 
who are taken captive by him at his will  
( 2  Tim. 2 : 24-26) . 

, 
, 
, 

It is clear t:hat such a person as Absa�om was under the power 
of the Devil .. David may have repeated! the mistake that he 
had made during Absalom' s growing up yj2ars. By this I mean 
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that there is no evidence that David met with Absalom to , 

teach him the will  of God, and to see � bring about a 
repentant attitude in Absal om' s heart. i He simply took 
Absalom back, and let him do whatever h$ wanted to do. That 
would have to be considered as one of t�e worst mistakes that 
David ever made ! It gave Absalom the opportunity he wanted 
to bring about an insurrection against �is father • 

• 
! 
i 

Notice that even a close blood relation�hip , such as a father 
, 

and son would have , will  not keep a man i with a sinful , 
rebellious hecrrt from doing his worst avainst one he should 
support most faithfully. Only God knowp how really sinful 
the heart of man is. Cf . J er. 17 : 9 • APd we are being most 
foolish if we l ook to anyone but the Lord to bring about real I 
peace. As much as we may want peace , it  is folly to move 
faster than the Lord is moving.  

And so it is not surprising that 
chapter tells us about : 

the fitst part of the 
• 

I .  ABSALOM ' S  CONSPIRACY ( 2  Sam. 15 : 1-6) . 

He sounds here like an American politic,ian. The people came 
to the king for help , but Absalom got ihto a place where he 
could intercept them . He tried to make the people think that 
his father was not meeting their needs las he should have 
done. He was 1ted no time in telling them that he would do 
better if he had the chance. And he cqnvinced them that life 
would be better for them if he were their king. He may not 
have expressed it in those words , but t:!hat is what he meant. 
Soon he began to convince the people tHat they were not being 
cared for and that he would be a betterl leader. 

The next thing we see is:  

II  • ABSALOM'S Sam. 15 : 7-�) • 

, 

probably the text of verse 7 should read four years instead I 
of "forty years . "  This means that Abs cHom had been working 
at his conspiracy for four years since he had been restored 
to the king. When he felt that things were well  in hand for 
what he wanted to do, he told his father that while he was in 
exile he had promised the Lord that if he were restored to 
the king's favor , he would pay his vow with a sacrifice of 
thanksgiving to the Lord in Hebron. Hebron was his 
birthplace. It  was there that sacrifi¢es had been offered 
previously. It was one of the cities Which belonged to the 

• 

priests . However , the truth was that �salom considered this 
as a good place to begin his actions t¢ overthrow his father 
and take the kingdom away from him. D<jl.vid should have 
wondered why it took Absalom four year'to get around to 

, 
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paying his vow to the Lord. 
! 

However, we must be sympathetic with David. Think of how 
this must have impressed him that at la$t he was seeing some 
evidence of Absalom's devotion to God. I David always sought 
to encourage anyone in their devotion t� the Lord. Dr. 
Robert Jamieson, in the JFB Commentary, made this statement 
about Absalom at this point: 

What a black heart must Absalom have had when he could not 
only plot the ruin of his father, bujt pursue his treason
able designs under the mask of religlion (II, 252). 

David sent Absalom to Hebron with his nlessing little knowing 
what terrible things were in Absalom's heart. 

, , , 

The third thing in our chapter is the account of: 

III. ABSAIDM'S REVOLT (2 Sam. 15: 10-12). 

It is probably true that not many peop�e, if 
this point what Absalom was planning tej> do. 
clever in laying out his course of actton. 

, 

,i 
, 

any, knew up to 
But Absalom was 

First, he sent spies out to alert the Weople throughout the 
nation that he was setting up his thror]le in Hebron. They 
were to awai t� a signal from the trumpet as to when his reign 
would actually begin. Then he called two hundred men, 
probably armed men, who dlid not really know why Absalom was 
calling them to Hebron. Finally, he c�lled for Ahithophel, 
David's trust:ed friend and advisor, while he, Absalom, was 

, 

going througrl the motions of carrying �ut his sacrifices. 
The Holy Spirit recorded for us here that "the conspiracy was 
strong." Absalom's plans were working well. 

For Ahithophel to have joined the rank� of the rebels would 
have been a serious blow to David. The reason for 
Ahithophel's revolt seems to have been that he was 
Bathsheba's qrandfather, and that he h�d been greatly 
offended by David's sin with Bathsheba! and David's murder of 

, 

her husband. On Ahithophel's relationship with Bathsheba, 
cf. 2 Sam. 11: 3 with 23 : 34 . 

For Ahithophel to support Absalom was ,a great blow to David, 
and at least two of his Psalms reflec� how he was hurt by 
Ahithophel. See Psalms 41: 9 and 55:12-14. The grief that , 

David expressed was prophetic of the grief that the Lord 
experienced when Judas turned againstiHim. 

, , 

When the revolt started, it gather momentum until it appeared 
to David that the whole nation was in 'revolt. 
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Consequently, beginning with verse 13 of this chapter we 
have: 

IV. DAVID'S FLIGHT (2 Sarno 15 : 13-37) . 

The whole account of his flight from Jeirusalem continues into 
chapter 16 , and verse 14 . But we will bust go to the end of 
chapter 15 tonight. 

The account in this chapter has to do vqith several groups, 
and several individuals, who were suppo�ti ve of David. The 
Lord did not leave David friendless eVE1n though this was a 
worse time for David than any that he Had experienced when he 
was fleeing from Saul. 

David knew that they would all be killEid if they stayed in 
Jerusalem, and so he made immediate plans to leave. 

, 

The first part of the account tells us of: 

A. The loyalty of his servants qnd of the original six 
hundred men ( vv. 13-18) . 

This had to be encouraging to David, b1.ft they were not enough 
to stand against the men who were withiAbsalom. 

Next notice: 

B. The loyalty of Ittai, the Gitttite ( vv. 19-23 ) . 

Ittai was a Philistine, a Gentile. He was one of the six 
hundred. David tried to make him go bGick, but I ttai refused. 
He pledged himself to be faithful to t�e king even if it 

, 

meant his own death. Again, the Lord rtJust have meant this 
for David's encouragement. Solomon wr¢te in Provo 17 : 17 ,  

A friend loveth at all times, 
and a brother is born for adversity. 

Absalom, David's son, might rebel agai�st him, but Ittai, a 
, 

Philistine, proved to be a true friend} a man whose heart the 
Lord had touched. 

C. The case of Zadok, the priest, and the ark of the 
covenant ( vv. 24-29 ) .  ' \ 

, 

To have the ark of the covenant meant having the presence of 
God and the blessing of God. But this. is one place where 

, 

David was insistent on what was the ri<ght thing to do. And 
it is here ttlat we find the first expr�ssion of David's faith 
and his confidence that all of the cir¢:umstances were at the 
Lord's disposal. Cf. vv. 25 , 26 .  Dav�d truly was trusting 
the Lord wi ttl the outcome of all of these heartbreaking 
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circumstances. Also he knew that the 8riests would be of 
more value to him in Jerusalem than if they were to join the 
escape of David and his men. 

D. The report about Ahithophel �2 Sam. 15 : 31) . 
, 
i 
i 

This prompted the prayer from David thcj.t, although he knew 
that Ahi thophel was a very wise man, tl\.e Lord would turn his 
advice for Absalom into foolishness. ind we will see how the 
Lord did just that. 

The chapter concludes with: 

E. David's 
32-37). 

instructions 

, , 

, 

i I • 

to Hushal, the Archi te (vv . 

It seems that he was a Jew who was fro� a small town near 
Bethel. He had the distinction of bei�g a friend of David, 
like Ittai. But David considered him � wise man who also 
would have been more valuable to him i� Jerusalem where he 

, 

could help to confound the counsel of �ithophel, as well as 
providing David with information about I the state of things in 
Jerusalem through the sons of the prie�ts. 

, , 

And so Hushai returned to Jerusalem at,about the same time 
that Absalom arrived there from Hebronl Absalom had done 
exactly as David had thought that he w6uld do, i.e., go to 
Jerusalem as quickly as he could get tfuere. How providential 
it was that David had escaped first. 

Concl: We will leave the story here f<Dr tonight, but I want 
to point out two things for out own enC01Jragement. 

The child of God , and particularly those who are involved in 
the Lord's work, often find themselves in difficult 
positions. 'I'he Lord's work is not witilout its risks. This 

, 

chapter carries with it special encourci;tgement. 
, , 
, , 

The first is this: The preservation of David, and the 
provision of those who would support htm. The Lord was most 
gracious to David, and that is a great comfort to any servant 
of the Lord in a time of trial. 

The second comes from David himself. you can see that, while , 

he had to flee in humiliation, he was pot thinking in terms 
of defeat. He knew that, while it mig:pt not include him, yet 
the conspiracy of Absalom would fail, ?s is the case with 
every person who dares to set himself �gainst God . OUr labor 
is not in vain in the Lord. This is a�ways true. 

, 
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THE HUMBLING OF 'l'H t: KING 
2 Samuel 16 

Intro: This chapter contains three trcigic events, and by 
each one of them David was humijled. We cannot but 

recognize that this was the purpose of iGod for His servant in 
each instance, but they must have not qnly been humbling but 
humiliating for King David. We might �ay that these things 
were all a part of what God was doing �o judge David for his 
sins with Bathsheba and Uriah, her hus d. And this would 
be true. However, we need to remember ithat, while the Lord 
may appear to be against His people fot a time, yet that is 
never really the case. Even when He btings us into difficult 
circumstances, it is always with the ic)l.ea of blessing us, not 
destroying us. That was the pm pose of God even during this 

, 

time when David was under the chastenirilg hand of the Lord. 
, 
, 
, 
, 

We have to recognize, too, that high piaces of responsibility 
bring trials which people in lower pla¢es never have to 

, 

endure. For example, in David's case, !there were those who I 
were envious of his position as King, $nd wanted to take it 
away from him. This was the case with i Absalom, his own son. 
In the case of Ziba, Mephibosheth' s setvant, we see a man who 
was trying to better his own condition� Therefore, he came 
to the King with a false report at a time when the King was 
naturally looking for friends and hel�rs. And then there 
were others v.,ho would take advantage of the King's declining 
popularity to disgrace him publicly. this was the case with 
Shimei. This also was the case with Mithophel. 

In chapter lEi we see David in each of these situations, and 
, 

they all were to prove humbling to thiS man of God , King 
David, who was going through one of th� most difficult times 
in his entire life. We will consider them all in order: , 

1) Ziba ( vv. 1-4). 
2) Shimei ("'iN . 5-14). , 

3) Absalom and Ahithophel (vv . 15-23)� 
In this third instance we see that Abshlom was not irmnune to 
the pretendeci support of one who was a�tually his enemy and a 
friend of his father. That man was Hu$hai. 

Let us first consider, 

1 .  THE DECEPTION OF ZIBA (2 Sam. 16: h-4 ) • 
, 

, 

It is amazing that Ziba, or anyone els�, could be selfishly 
seeking his own advantage during such � time of national 
crisis. But that is exactly what Ziba! was doing. 

, 

And yet notice how the Lord overruled through his deception 
to make a special provision for David and his men. Look at 
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verses 1 and 2 .  The Lord often is kno� to bring good out of 
evil. These were supplies which would !have been very 
valuable to David for the days that we e immediately ahead of 
him. Ziba's purpose was, however, not to help David, but to 
soften up David for the false informat�on that he came to 
give to David. It was that Mephiboshe-tih, Jonathan's son, was 
hoping that through Absalom's insurrecttion, the throne of 

• I 
Israel would be hls--as a grandson of Saul. None of this was 
true, as David was to learn later. seJ 2 Sam. 19 : 24-30.  

What can we learn from what Ziba did? 

David needed to be on his guard with �ose who pretended to 
, 

be his friends, as well as with those Who were known to be , 

his enemies. Gifts (v. 1 )  and flattert (v. 4 )  are tools that 
are often used to deceive us. Moreove:r, we see that David I 
acted very hastily for such an importarilt matter, and there is 
no evidence that he sought wisdom from the Lord as to what he 
should have done in this case. He may have felt that the 
Lord had sent� Ziba for his encourageme*t, or, on the other 
hand, he may have felt that he was so �ut of favor with the 
Lord that there would have been no poi�t in his praying. 
Whatever the reason, David made the wr¢ng decision, and must 
have sent Ziba away laughing (at least inwardly) at how easy 
it had been t�o deceive the King. ' 

, 

In addition t:o everything else that Datid overlooked, he 
forget, at least for the moment, that I'the heart is deceitful 

, 

above all things, and de sperate I y wicked" (Jer. 17 : 9 ) . David 
should have been suspicious when it wa$ apparent that Ziba's 
actions were centered on his own advantage. He should have 

, 

been cautious also because of what he knew about 
Mephibosheth .. Mephibosheth had not shbwn any interest in the 
throne durinS)" the time that he had beeh with David ; it was 
most unlikely that he would turn again�t his father's dearest 
friend in such a time as David was then going through. 

, 

I 
It had to be most humbling to King David to learn later that 
he had been deceived, and that he had hade a very wrong 

, 

decision in favor of Ziba. Matthew Hepry said, "The world's 
smiles are more dangerous th�n its frowns" (Vol. II, p. 527) . 

The second situation had to do with: 
, 

II. THE: MALICE OF SHIMEl ( 2  Sam. 16 : 51-14 )  • 

What Shimei did was actually treason. David was still the 
King, and so Shimei's actions were ine�cusable. 

He was a relative of the former King Saul. He evidently had 
some deep resentments against David because, with the rise of 
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David, and thE? setting aside of the fa.mti..ly of Saul, , 
own ambitions had probably come to an epd. Casting 
David was actually an attempt to take D�vid's life. 

, 

Shimei's 
stones at 

He 
cursed David. He resorted to name-call!ing. See verse 7 .  
Regardless of what David had done, he vJp.s anything but a "man 
of Belial "--which was the equivalent oE calling him a man of 
the Devil ! And he blamed David in ver�e 8 for things which 
David had not done, and which nothing �o do with the troubles , 
that David was going through. So it i� clear that this was a 
time when all of the discontents could �ent their hatred and 

, 

dissatisfaction upon King David. David had been scrupulously 
careful not to raise a hand against Saul during the time that 
Saul was King. 

, 

Abishai, David's nephew, was incensed �t what Shimei was 
doing, and offered to go "take off his I head " (v. 9). This is 

, 

an indication that David could have dorle something about 
Shimei's attack, if he had chosen to dd so. And it also 
constituted pressure upon David becaus� it seemed foolish not 
to do something when there were so many other things over 
which David had no control. But David was looking behind the 
immediate scene, and thinking of the LOrd's purpose in what 
was taking place. This is where David was extremely wise, 
and acted as you would expect a man of God , such as he was, 
to act. Verses 10 through 12 are the most wonderful part of 
this chapter. 

David believed that the hand of the Lord was in what Shimei 
was doing. Twice he indicated as much : to Abishai. David's 
words show how completely submissive hEe was to the Lord. But 
he did not do this in a fatalistic ma�er. He did it in 
faith, and we see this in what David said in verse 12. 
David's hope was clearly in the Lord. This sounds similar to 
what he said about Bathsheba's child b$fore the child died. 
Cf. 2 Sam. 12: : 22 . When we go through trials, we never know 
what the Lord may choose to do, but it , is wonderful to be 
able to say, "It may be ... " 

Shimei was to come back into David's life at a later time, 
but for the t:ime then present David had to leave Shimei in 
the hands of the Lord. He had not beer able to injure David 
physically, but the experience was one i that was greatly 
humbling to t:he King. David did not kpow who his ·· enemies 
were until Absalom went into action, bpt then they seemed to 
come from everywhere. 

• 

So David saw the Lord in what Shimei d�d, but he trusted the 
Lord to brinq good out of this great evil. 

Charles Simeon mentioned that David wap well acquainted with 
the story of Joseph. But we could alsb add that David had 
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seen the Lord meet his needs before. Ahd he was well enough 
acquainted wi jm the ways of the Lord tq know that the Lord 
always has our sanctification in mind �n the trials which He 
brings into our lives. And David was dot to be disappointed 
although we have to leave that situatidn unresolved. 

Finally, we come to: 
, 

III. THE WICKEDNESS OF AHITHOPHb;r, AND :ABSALOM ( 2  Sam. 16 : 15-
23 ) • 

We learned in the latter part of chapt�r 15 that David had 
• 

sent his faithful friend Hushai back to Jerusalem. Let me 
read verses 32 through 37 to remind us all about what David 
had done, and why. (Read.) 

We cannot justify Hushai in what he to�d Absalom when Absalom 
rebuked him for not being faithful to David, but he was there I 
in Jerusalem to do what David had told him to do--to be an , 

informant as to what Absalom was doing . 
, 
, 

After a brief reference to Hushai, we 
sought advice from Ahithophel. 

learn that Absalom , 

Ahithophel was a very wise man, and he had been one of 
David's chief men until he went with AlDsalom. I suggested 
along with many others that Ahithophelihad turned against 
David because he was Bathsheba's grandfather, and deeply 
resented what� David had done to Bathsheba and her husband • • 

The advice which Ahithophel gave to Ab�alom here was good 
advice from a worldly standpoint, but �minable in the light , 

of the Word of God . He encouraged Abs$.lom not only in 
wickedness, but to be brazen about it. , This is what Paul 
called glorying in their shame in his tetter to the 
Philippian church. It is true that th� Lord had said this 
would happen, but that did not excuse either Ahithophel nor 
Absalom, nor does it put the blame upon God. God knew what 
these men WOllld do, and He did not hol� them back from the 
evil which they planned. ' 

i 

This was the strongest thing that Absa�om could have done to 
make it clear to the nation that he WOUld never make up with 
his father. Nothing could have laid g�eater disgrace upon 
his father than this. Not only was Absalom violating the 
commandment "that told him to honor his' father and mother, but 
he was engaging in the sin of adultery which was also in 
violation of the law of Moses. So both Ahithophel and 
Absalom were demonstrating that they were men who did not 
know the Lord. With all of Ahithophel" s wisdom, he had an 
evil heart. ' 
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Concl: What are we to learn from thre� such difficult 
situations, all of which were both humbling and 

humiliating to King David? 

We can certainly see fresh evidence of the sin that is in the 
heart of man . Sometimes sin makes men appear friendly when 
they are not. At other times it cause� men to resort to the 
most wicked behavior in order to accomrHish their purposes . 

But the most important lessons are to be seen in David's 
behavior . It is just as important to seek the leading of the 
Lord in times of trial as at any other time . We learn that 
from David's experience with Ziba . It is also important to 
trust the Lord even when we can take aation in our own 
defense . Sometimes it is right to do things; at other times 
it means moving ahead of the Lord . It must have grieved 
David deeply that Absalom would do what he did, but he had to 
leave that with the Lord, too . 

Perhaps the most important lesson is orile which is pointed out 
, 

for us by James in his epistle in the NT, not from the life 
of David, but. from the life of Job, which David undoubtedly 

, 

knew . I refer to James 5: 10, 11 . (Read .) 

David's Psalms show that there were m�y times, extended 
periods of time, when he was confused at the silence of God .  

, 

But we also see in His Psalms that he �ncouraged the people 
of God to waj.t upon the Lord, not in despair, but with the 
assurance that the Lord would finally �ct for the blessing of 
His people, and for the glory of His own Name . 

So let us wait on 
waiting cannot be 

the Lord, and learn 
• • In valn. 

• 

• 

tram David that our 
• 
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THE: COUNSEL OF AHITHOPHe:I , 
2 Samuel 1 7  

David #36 

Intro: Who was Ahithophel? I have an�wered that question 
, 

before, but let me repeat it so we will all be 
reminded of the answer. 

, 

We read in 2 Sam. 23:34 that Ahithophel was the father of one 
of David's mighty men, a man by the narhe of Eliam. In 2 Sam. 
11:3 where we are first introduced to �athsheba, we read that 
she was the daughter of Eliam. Assumirilg that they are the 
same Eliam (which is very likely), the son of Ahithophel and 
the father of Bathsheba, this would m e Bathsheba the 
granddaughter of Ahithophel. And, if hat is true, this 
would suggest. that Ahithophel turned a4ainst David because of 
David's sin Viri th Bathsheba, after whic:til David arranged for 
the death of Uriah, Bathsheba's husban&. 

Ahithophel was David's counsellor. David had a great deal of 
confidence in Ahithophel because we re�d in 2 Sam. 16:23 that 
"the counsel of Ahithophel. • •  was as if ! a man had enquired at 

, 

the oracle of God." Ahithophel must heave been older than 
David. However, it seems that Ahithop�el was one of the 
first of David's man to go with Absalorr in his revolt against 

, 

his father, the king. 

We saw last week in 2 Sam. 16 that it was Ahithophel who 
advised Absalom to go into David's conyubines in order to 
show the people of Israel that there w,j3.s no possibility that 
he would change his mind and rejoin hib father. From a human 
standpoint, as I mentioned, this was a ! good thing to do, but 
from God's st:andpoint this was a very wicked suggestion. As 
we are going to find out in this chapt�r, this man Ahithophel 

, 

who was known for his wisdom made a fatal mistake when he , 

decided to go with Absalom. He evidently wanted to take 
revenge upon David for what David had done to Bathsheba 

, 

instead of IE�aving vengeance up to the : Lord. 

As we come to chapter 17 we 
advice to Absalom, and this 
chapter. 

, 
, 
, 

find Ahithpphel giving further 
, 

is the first point in the 

I. THe: ADVICE OF AHITHOPHE:L (2 Sam. 17:1-4) . 
, 

Ahithophel seems to have offered this �dvice, although it is 
possible that: Absalom wanted to take q).,lick action against his 
father, and so was planning an attack. 

! , 
Ahithophel recommended that he, Ahithophel, take 12,000 men 
and attack David. He knew that this would be a good time to 
attack since David's forces would have been in disarray. 
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Ahithophel's purpose would be to kill tihe king, and then 
bring the people who had gone with Dav�d back under the 
authority of .Absalom. The advice sounqed good to Absalom as 
well as to "all the elders of Israel" �v .  4 ) . And so that 
was the plan that they decided to follciw. 

, 
• 
• 

However, for some reason unknown to hi�self, Absalom decided 
to seek further advice . He decided thcit he would consult 
Hushai, the Archite, who actually was �avid's friend . This 
also was unknown to Absalom. Later on in the chapter we find 
out what was going on, and why Absalom decided to seek the 
advice of another counsellor . 

And so this brings us to: 
• 
, 

II • TH F: ADVICE OF HUSHAI TO ABSAIDM ( �  Sam . 17 : 5-14 ) • 

; 
• 

In 1 Chron . 27 where David's men are Hsted, verse 33 tells 
us that Ahithophel was "the king' s co�sellor, " but that 
Hushai was "the king' s companion, " i • e � ,  a friend . He was 
certainly in a position to advise the king, but that was not 
his responsibility like it was the resPonsibility of 
Ahithophel . So that very fact must have been demeaning 
(humbling) to Ahithophel . 

(Read vv . 7-13 where we have Hushai's advice to Absalom .) 
• • 
• 
• 

It differed from Ahithophel's advice ip several ways . 

First, Hushai told Absalom that he 
against David . See v .  11 . 

, • 

should lead his men 
, 

Second, 
David . 

Hushed told Absalom to take his whole army against 
This also is in v .  11 . 

• 
, 

Third, he recommended that they go wit� the idea of 
annihilating David and all of the men who were with him. See 
vv .  12 , 13 . 

Verse 14 tells that Absalom and his men felt after hearing 
Hushai that 11is advice was better, anq so they rejected 
Ahithophel's advice in favor of HushaL . But the latter part 
of verse 14 -tells us why they did . The Lord was working for 
the defense of His servant, David . . 

At this point it is good for us to rerrjember two things: 
1 )  We need -to remember how David pra�ed when he heard that 

Ahithophel had joined the conspiracy with Absalom. The 
prayer i:s recorded for us in 2 Sam. 15 : 31 .  It was a 
short prayer, but a sincere prayer . And we have in our 
chapter -tonight evidence that the Lord was answering that 



2 Sam. 17 ( 3 )  

prayer. 
2 )  We need to remember why Hushai was iwith Absalom and not 

with David. Hushai was a friend loyal to David. For the 
answer to this, let us look again at 2 Sam. 15 , verses 
32-37 .  

The outworking of this plan is seen in : the third part of our 
chapter. 

III. HUSHAI'S WARNING TO KING DAVID ( 2  Sam. 17 : 15-22 ) . 

(Read this section.) 
• 

Hushai did just exactly as David had asked him to do if he 
had any message for him. Although it ks done with great 
difficulty, the message got through to ! David, and he and his 
men passed over the Jordan River where ! they would be safer. 

As we go on, 
Ahi thophel. 

• 

i 
however, we are told what . happened to 
It can be described in one word: suicide ! 

IV. THE SUICIDE OF AHITHOPHF:I , ( 2  Sam. ' 17 : 23)  • 

Spurgeon once said this about Ahithoph�l: "To put his house 
in order, showed that he was a prudent i man; to hang himself, 
showed that he was a fool" (Vol. 52 , p �  326) . Here was a man 

- concerned about his earthly affairs, b\lt who made no 
• 

preparation for eternity. His pride d�stroyed him. He could 
not tolerate having Hushai's advice ac�epted, and his 
rejected. Ahithophel may have been veiy wise in many ways, 
but he did a foolish thing to join with Absalom so as to be 
able to get E�ven with David. The final act of his life was 
the height of foolishness. He took hip own life, and we must 
assume that he found himself in eterna!l. torment. The fact 

, 

that a man may be wise in earthly matt�rs does not mean that 
he is wise in eve ing. Some of the wisest men who ever 
lived have nE�glected their souls. Let us be sure that we are 
not making that mistake. 

This is to mE� the great danger of a college or university 
education. vve get enamored with the wisdom of the world, and 
get drawn awa.y from the wisdom of God • • 

• 

We next come to three verses which tell us of: 
, 

V. ABSALOM'S PURSUIT OF HIS FATHER, D�VID ( 2  Sam. 17 : 24-26) . 

Absalom had 1:0 cross the Jordan like David did. He changed 
his chief of staff from Joab to Amasa. These men were 
cousins to each other, nephews of David because they were 
sons of two of David's sisters. We do not know the reason 
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, 

for the chanqe, but Absalom may have b¢en suspicious of Joab 
because Joab was the head of the army �der David . After 
this Absalom was ready to carry out HU$hai ' s  plan to attack 
David . This part of the story we will have to leave until 
next Sunday when we qet into chapter 113 , the Lord wil ling. 

The chapter ends with a wonderful accol;lI1t of: 
, 
, 
, 

VI . THE FAI'I�HFUINESS OF GOD (2 Sam . 17 :27-29). 

Notice those words 
came to Mahanaim. "  
verse 27. 

, 
, 

, 

at the beginning of . verse 24: 
And these words are picked up 

"Then David 
• • agaln ln 

Do you remem[�r how this place got its name? Please turn to 
Gen . 32 : 1 ,  2 .. (Read . )  Jacob was the one who named the place 
David went to, "Mahanaim . "  He said, "�his is God ' s  host, " or 
camp . And he called it "Mahanaim" which means, two camps . 
It was Jacob ' s  camping place, but it w�s also the camping 
place of "the angels of God" who came to meet him as he was 
returning home and facing the prospect of meeting Esau . 

What happened to David at Mahanaim? 
, 

Three men c��e with a marvelous provis�on for David and his 
men who were weary and hungry. Look at the list of things 
mentioned in verses 28  and 29. 

But it is all the more �zing when we see who these men 
were . 

There were three of them: 
1) Shobi . 
2) Machir . 
3 )  Barzil laL 

Shobi was a son of Nahash, the Ammonite king who had 
befriended David . When David sought to honor his son, Hanun, 
when Nahash died, you will  remember how David ' s  men were 
shameful ly treated . So here the Lord used the brother of one 
who had been his enemy. Cf . 2 Sam . 10. 

Machir was 
Jonathan ' s  
Jerusalem . 

, 

the man who had take care of Mephibosheth, 
• 

son, until David brought him to live with him in 
Cf. 2 Sam. 9 : 4. 

Barzil lai is a man we are introduced tp here for the first 
time, but we wil l meet him again in chapter 19. He was an 80 
year old man of considerable means who evidently was looking 
for an oppor1tunity to show his loyalty to the king . 



2 Sam. 17 (5) 

So we see how' the Lord blessed David in a most unexpected way 
and with a strange group of men. But to David it had to be a 
great encouragement that the Lord had r!J.ot forgotten him , and 
would continue to provide for him and wrotect him. 

Concl : What can we learn from a chapter like this? 

We have a wonderful illustration of the sovereignty of God . 

We see that God does answer prayer. 

We see also that the Lord provides for . us even when we have 
not asked Hirrl for help. And, in additton, we see that He can 
provide help from the most unexpected $ources. 

, , 
, 

David knew that he deserved al l that h� was getting, but he 
was to learn that the Lord would not f<brsake him even though 
he had sinned so grievously against him. How thankful we can 
be,  along with David , that the Lord has not dealt with us 
after our sins. . .  Cf. Psa. 103:10. 
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DAVID' S  VICTORY AND HI$ GRIEF ! 
2 Samuel 1 8  . 

David #37 

Intro : 2 Saml1el 11 records for us the �ost tragic events in 
the life of David--his sin wi ill Bathsheba , and then 

the calculated way in which David disp�sed of Bathsheba ' s  
husband, Uriill1 , in an attempt to hide his sin. 

However , 2 Samuel 18 is the saddest chapter in the life of 
David. David had lost the son which Bathsheba gave birth to 
as a result of David ' s sin , but it seems that he quickly 
recovered from that. Although his serVants were afraid to 
tel l  him that the child was dead , Davi4 quickly recovered 
after he heard the sad news , and quickJiy resumed his duties . 

, 
, • 

But the death of Absalom was different. Probably no one can 
real ly understand David ' s  feelings in �his chapter unless he 

, 

is a father �ho has been in the same sttuation. Many have 
been critical of David ' s  attitude here t and would express 

, 

their disgust like Joab did in the nexil: chapter (19 ) . But , 
as Spurgeon said in commenting on this chapter , it is only 
because they have not been where David was. 

If there is an example in Scripture of the prodigal son of 
Luke 15 (verses 11-24), it is Absalom. ' However , the 
difference is that the prodigal son came back home and made 
things right with his father . Absalom , did not have that 
chance , nor was he even interested in such a thing . At the 

, 

suggestion of Ahithophel , Absalom had �one into his father ' s  
concubines to prove that he would never be interested in a 
reconciliation with his father. It is clear that the David 
had kept the door open for Absalom to <come back , but he never 
came. 

The chapter begins with: 

I . DAVID ' S  PREPARATION FOR WAR WITH H�S SON, ABSAIDM (2 Sam. 
18: 1-5) • 

This was not something that David want�d to do; it was 
something that he had to do. The rebe�lion had to be , 
crushed . I t appears that no one seems to have questioned the 
possibility that David could do it because a large segment of 
the army had remained faithful to him. 

David divided his forces so that they were under the command 
of three of his loyal fol lowers. Two were his nephews : Joab 
(who had been replaced by Absalom) , anCl Abishai , his brother. 
The other military commander was Ittai, the Gittite , a man 
who had been with David since the days that he had been in 
exile among t:he Philistines . . 
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It  was David ' s  purpose to be the comrnar1der-in-chief , and to 
go into battle with his men against Absl:ilom , but his men 
would not al low him to do such a thing . 

I am reminded in this of the time when the Philistines went 
against Saul , and the men in the Philistine army did not want 
David and his men to go with them . We can see the hand of 
the Lord in �hat because David, who had refused to lift his 

• 

hand against Saul , would have been grief-stricken for the 
, 

rest of his life if he had taken part in the conflict which 
was going to result in the death of Saul and Jonathan . 

In the same way we can see the hand of the Lord upon David 
when his men :refused to let him to into battle . David ' s  
grief would have been far more than it was if he had 
participated in a war which led to the ideath of Absalom . 

The argument that David ' s  men used to change his mind was 
that he was worth more than ten thousarld of them . And so 
David was hindered from going to battle.  If  Absalom had 
listened to Ahithophel ,  he would not hclve been there either . 
But we can see the hand of the Lord in 'the fact that Absalom 
was there . Remember 2 Sam .  17 : 14 • 

When the �ee generals prepared to go into battle , David ' s  
command was not that they make sure th�y killed Absalom . In 
fact , it was just the opposite . He to�d al l three of them so 
that the whole army knew what he had said : "Deal gently for 
my sake with the young man , even with Absalom" ( 2  Sam .  18 : 5 ) . 

The next section deals with: 

II . THE DEATH OF ABSALOM ( 2  Sam . 18 : 6-18) . 

The first thing that we are told is that Absalom lost 2 0 , 000 
men. They were not only killed by David ' s  men , but as some 
fled from David , running through the wQxxis ,  they fell over 
cliffs and into large holes . We do not know what all 
happened, but more were kil led in theii flight from David ' s  
men than were killed by the sword . 

However ,  the most significant thing that happened was that 
when Absalom was fleeing , his hair was caught in a tree , his 
mule kept going , and Absalom was left hanging utterly 
helpless in the air. 

• 

We learned about Absalom and his hair back in 2 Sam . 14 , 
verses 25 , 26 . It was a source of great pride to Absalom. 
It is interesting that such a thing should have been a 
problem in David ' s  time . Spurgeon made this comment about 
Absalom; 
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When young people are taken up with their own persons , and 
, 

are vain of their hair , their looks , .  and their dress ,  we 
are sure that they are not safe , fori pride is always in 

, 

danger (Spurgeon ' s  Se:r:mons ,  Vol .  24 , p. 514 ) . 
When a person 11 s heart is not right, his appearance begins to 
show it. 

Paul wrote in his day a principle that �s true in every 
generation : "Doth not even nature itse!lf teach you , that, if 
a man have long hair , it is a shame untp him?" See 1 Cor. 
11 : 14.  And Solomon ' s  warning certainly] found an illustration 
in what happened to Absalom. You will  !find it recorded in 
Provo 16 : 18 ,  

Pride goeth before destructiion , 
and an haughty spirit befor� a fall .  

So there was much to indicate that Absalom was headed for , 

trouble at the hands of the Lord. 
, , 

One of the soldiers saw what had happe�ed , but he did not 
kil l  Absalom loecause of what King David had told his men as 
they went off to fight the rebels. Jodb was outraged that 
the soldier had not killed Absalom, and told him that he had 
missed out on a great reward because he had failed to do what 
he had the opportunity to do. This did not change the 
soldier ' s  mind even if he could have gdtten a far greater 
reward. 

So Joab in disgust left him , and proceeded to place where 
Absalom was hanging from the tree. Th�re he and his men shot , 

darts into Absalom ' s  heart , cast him irtto a pit , and buried 
him under a pile of stones. 

The rest of the chapter tells how David heard about the death 
of Absalom, and the grief that he immediately experienced. 

III .  DAVID ' S  GRIEF (2  Sam. 18 : 19-33 ) . ' 
, , 

We have read the account of how Cushi cind Ahimaaz took the , , 

news to David , but I want you to note iihe question that David 
asked both of the runners.  You will  find it , the same 
question , in verses 29  and 32 : " Is  the young man Absalom 
safe?" 

David was hoping to hear that the rebellion was over , but 
that somehow the life of Absalom had �en spared. It does 
not seem to have bothered David that 2(0 , 000 of his Israelites 
had died in the conflict , and possibly by this time , many 
more. He just wanted to know about his son. Was he safe? 
Was he still  alive? 

The answer to David ' s  question is given in the latter part of 
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verse 32 .  (Read. ) Cushi may have fel � that this would be 
, 

good news to David , a report that the rtebellion had been put 
down. But it was the worst news that a'nyone could have 
possibly given to David. Stated briefly it meant : Absalom 
was dead ! 

Only someone 1Nho has gone through what David went through at 
that moment, can understand how he felt!. and what he said. 

Concl : In conclusion, let me deal with David ' s  question , a , 

question that every parent neeqs to ask about his , or 
her , children. 

• 

David had undoubtedly done a lot of thinking during those 
hours when the battle was going on about what he had done, or 
not done , to contribute to his son ' s safety. 

Had he been a lenient parent? Had his ' love for Absalom 
(because he seems to have been his fatner ' s  favorite) kept 
him from disciplining Absalom as he sh�uld have done. Let us 

, 

all recognize that rebellion in a child is not always due to 
a lack of discipline on the part of the parents . Children 
will  often go bad when they have been raised under careful 
discipline , when they have had praying parents (as David 
certainly was) . A family of children can all be raised the 
same way; some wil l  go bad , others good. But because Absalom 
seems to have been his father ' s  favoritre, it is possible that 
David had not. punished Absalom, and taught Absalom, when he 

• 

should have. . 

• • 

In the second place , we learn from Absalom ' s  experience that 
a rebellious child is never "safe" from death. Absalom did 
not take into account that he was dealing with the living 
God . Perhaps he scoffed at the idea that the Lord had 
anything to do with his life. But he was too learn, only 
after it was too late , that the man whcP defies the ways of 
the Lord is never " safe. " Physical lite hangs by a thread 
when anyone Viralks in rebellion against the Lord. And the 
more light we have , the greater the daNger we face. 

Finally,  do you suppose that there was even the possibility 
that David was asking about the safety of Absalom ' s  soul? We 
know that he was worried about his physical life , but what 
about his spiritual life. Was there amy at all in Absalom ' s  
heart. The E�vidence seems to say "no. i, This may have been 
one of the reasons that David ' s  grief was inconsolable , and 
it ought to be a question that is written upon al l of our 
hearts for those we love. Are they safe? Not if they are 
without Christ ! 

May the Lord make us concerned about body and soul . 
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THE KING ' S RETUE� 
2 Samuel 19 

David #38 

Intro : We are dealing with that terriJ::he period in the life 
of David in which he committed adultery with 

Bathsheba , had her husband Uriah put tq death, which was 
followed with what to David was the veJtr disturbing rebellion 
against himself led by his son , AbsaloM. But , we we come to 
chapter 19 , the revolt is over because IAbsalom has been 
killed. Chapter 18  ends and chapter 19 begins by showing us 
the great gri1ef which David was experiencing. I t was so 

• 

great , in fact , that David really forgot about his own 
circumstances , as wel l  as the sacrifices of the people who 
had remained loyal to him. 

Consequently the chapter opens with: 

1.  DAVID ' S  GRIEF AND JOAB' S m:ARrl ,ESS REBUKE ( 2  Sam. 19 : 1-
8) • 

(Read. ) 

Let us turn :back to 2 Sam.  12 where Nathan declared the 
, 

judgment of God upon David. Note especially verses 10 and 
lla. (Read. ) 

, 

This was undoubtedly the most severe of the judgments which 
Nathan declared to David. The first p�ase was over , but more 
was to corne. Havever , as much as Davi<ii had been humiliated 
by Absalom , Absalom was his son , quite possibly his favorite 
son, and the grief of losing Absalom had devastated David. I 
have no doubt: but that David had prayed that the Lord would 
change Absalom ' s  heart. He had hoped against hope that this 
would be the will  of God. But , as we have heard about 
unanswered prayer during our conferenc� with Dr. Waltke , this 
was one of tllose times when David did pot see his prayers 
answered. Absalom was dead , and David was grief-stricken. 
And it seemed tllat no one could console him. His men had 
been afraid of what he might have done when his child by 
Bathsheba died , but it seems tllat there was far more danger 
at this poi nt. in David ' s  life tllat he might have taken his 
own life. 

David , of course , had not only to face the reality that 
Absalom was gone , but also that he was: in a great measure 
responsible for what Absalom had done. David could have 
reasoned tllalt , if he had not sinned against the Lord , such a 
thi ng would not have taken place. And so it was very hard 
for him. 

However,  there may have been another reason for David ' s  
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grief. 
, 

You will  remember that, when David ' s  c�ild by Bathsheba died 
back in chapter 12 , David consoled him$elf by saying, "I 
shall go to him, but he shall not retutn to me" ( 2  Sam. 
12 : 23b) . He did not say that when Abs410m died. Apparently 
David knew that he would never see Absc$.lom again. We have no 
evidence whatsoever to cause us to thiI1lk. that Absalom was a 
believer, a child of God . So David ' s �Tief was compounded by 
the fact that Absalom died without the · Lord. 

, 

Joab , in his rebuke of the king , was d�ing what needed to be 
, 

done, but the way in which he did it sl(lowed that he was as 
hard as nails: .  He was completely with<put any sympathy or 
feeling for his king, who was also his ! uncle. Even though 
David had allowed his grief to make him forget his people , it 
is unthinkable that anyone could speak . as Joab spoke to a man 
whose son had just been killed. 

Let this be a lesson to all of us that , it is possible to do 
the right thing in the wrong way. Joalb did the right thing , 
but in the wrong way. And we are seeing more clearly as we 
go along the true character of Joab. 

However , this is one place where we see the spiritual stature 
of David. David accepted the rebuke. • He got up, and went to 
sit in the gate. Keil and Delitzsch pOinted out that this 
means that Dclvid reviewed his troops , and gave them the honor 
and respect which they deserved. 

There is another point that we need to recognize when David 
did this.  

, 
David was obviously a man under the judgment of God . And yet 
it is clear that the Lord had not forsaken him because the 
Lord was using all of these circumstances to carry on his 
work in David ' s  soul . Even in judgment the Lord did not 
leave David a.t the mercy of his circumstances . And , although 
Joab was harsh and cruel in the way he spoke to the King, we 
see David ' s  willingness to recognize that he was wrong , and 
to take steps immediately to make things right. Such 
humility on David ' s  part was clearly ah evidence of the work 
of the Lord in his heart. 

This ought to encourage us , too. The wrd does not just work 
some things t.ogether for our good , depending upon what those 
circumstances are and how we got into them. But He works 
"all things t.ogether for good. " That is illustrated at this 
moment in the life of David. 

In the next seven verses we see : 
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, , 
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Even at this -time there seems t.o have Peen the beginning .of a 
rift in the nati.on which was t.o cause the divisi.on .of Israel , 

int.o tw.o nati.ons under Reh.ob.oam. It was the ten tribes 
against Judah. And s.omehow, we de net ,knew hew, the w.ord get 
t.o David that the peep Ie .of Israel t.o the n.orth were having 
tr.ouble with each .other and asking why n.othing was being said 
about bringing King David back. 

, 

After David heard this , he sent the two priests , Zad.ok and 
Abiathar , t.o ,Judah t.o ask them why they were net talking this 
way when the n.orthern tribes were disc.qssing this . He 
appealed t.o them because Judah was his tribe. His message 
moved their hearts , and they became united as .one man in 
their purpose t.o bring the king back. 

But apparently, as a c.oncessi.on t.o the�, he agreed t.o make 
an.other .of his nephew' s ,  Amasa , the gerjleral .of his army. 
This was net a wise m.ove .on David ' s  part because Amasa had 
been the head .of Absal.om ' s army. It sljJowed that David went 
too far in seeking t.o please his men, cis well as the pe.ople 
.of Judah. And s.o we learn fr.om this tfuat every decisi.on we 
make needs tel be examined bef.ore the LOrd very carefully. He 
was getting t�ired .of J.oab, but he needed t.o wait .on the LOrd 
bef.ore make such an important change. 

However , with all .of this the m.ove was .on t.o bring the king 
back. 

At this point the writer .of this rec.ord turns .our attenti.on 
t.o : 

I I I .  THREE f-1FN (2  Sam. 19 : 16-40 ) . 

The first is Shimei. The sec.ond is Mephibosheth. The third 
is Barzil lai .. 

A. Shimei ( 2  Sam. 19 : 16-23 ) . 

Fer the backqr.ound .on Shimei we need t.o g.o back t.o 2 Sam. 
16 : 5-14 ) . 

Shimei was a member .of Saul ' s  family. And he took Absal.om ' s  
rebel lien as an .opportunity t.o get even with David fQr the 
dQwnfal 1 .of �3aul . David was in nQ way responsible fQr the 
death .of Saul , but Shimei thQught he was . And SQ he wanted 

' ,,' tQ humiliate the King. He wanted tQ harm him. And prQbably 
he WQuld have been very happy if he CQuld have killed David. 

At that time Abishai .offered tQ decapitate Shimei ,  but David 
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would not allow him to do so , 
Shimei to do it. 

saying tqat the Lord had told 
, 

Now, as David is returning , Shimei evi�ently felt that, for 
the sake of his own life , he had better make things right 
with King David. He confessed his sin to David, and sought 
his forgiveness.  Abishai still  wanted ,to kill him, but David 

, 

would not let him do it. And then David forgave Shimei, 
saying that he would not die. 

This also showed the work of the Lord in David ' s  heart. And , 

this brings us to another of our memory verses : Eph. 4 : 32 .  
That verse , of course , had not been written yet , but the 
truth of it was in David ' s  heart. David knew how much the , 

Lord had forgiven him, and it seemed like a smal l thing in 
comparison to forgive Shimei for the things that he had done. 

Next we come to : 
, 

B. Mephibosheth ( 2  Sarno 19 : 24-3Gl)  • 

The background for what happened here is given to us in 2 
Sarno 16 : 1-4 . Mephibosheth was Jonathan ' s  son. His servant 
ziba had told David when David was fleeing from Jerusalem and 
Absalom, that� Mephibosheth had stayed in Jerusalem thinking 

, 

that Absalom might make him king--whicn was a lie!  But David 
had foolishly' told Ziba that he could have al l that belonged 
to Mephibosheth. 

Now, here in chapter 19 , Mephibosheth comes to meet David as 
he is returning, and it is obvious that Mephibosheth has been 
in mourning since David was driven out of the city. He tells 
David how Ziba deceived him, and how Zlba had slandered him 
to the King. The King believed Mephibbsheth, and told him to 
divide everything with Ziba--which was anothe mistake. ziba 

, 

actually had nothing coming to him, and showed that he was 
totally unworthy of even a token gift. 

It is interesting to see how the Lord was clearing things up , 
but it is also instructive to see how quickly David could 
make mistakes when he made decisions so quickly. Perhaps his 
generosity with Ziba was another way he had of expressing his 
gratitude to the Lord for forgiving him. However,  he needed 
to make righ1:eous judgments . 

' 

The last of the three men mentioned he�e , 

c .  Barzil lai ( 2  Sarno 19 : 31-40 ) . 

• 
1S: 

For the background to this account , see 2 Sarno 17 : 27-29 .  



_____________________________________________ L-____________________ .. 

2 Sam.  19 ( 5 )  

Barzil lai was one of three men who brought supplies to David 
when he was fleeing from Absalom. The other two men were 
Shobi and Machir . They were the men through whom the Lord 
made a very needed provision for David ' and his men when they 
were in need of supplies . Although he was 80 years old, he 
came down to help David and his men get over the Jordan 
River . David wanted to take Barzillai with him to live in 
Jerusalem.  Barzillai refused, for the reasons given in this 
passage , but sent his servant , Chimham, in his place . 2 
Kings 2 :  7 seems to indicate that Chimhqun may have been a son 
of Barzillai. To this David reluctantly agreed, and 
Barzillai went back to Rogelim. 

The chapter E�nds with: 

IV. THE DISPUTE BE1WE:EN ISM b:1 , AND JUIDAH , ( 2  Sam. 19 : 41-43 ) . 
, 

The men of Israel were angry with the I1Tlen of 
the men of Judah had brought the King hack. 
Israel knew that the idea was theirs first. 

Judah because 
The men of 

This is a rather ominous conclusion beCause it is the 
forerunner to more trouble ahead for the nation Israel . Both 
sides were unwilling to back down, but, for the present it 
seemed that the people of Judah were the stronger . 

Again, let us notice that the will  of pod was being done . 
But because of pride and selfishness it. was being done in a 
manner that was displeasing to the Lord. Disunity always 
displeases tile Lord. 

Concl : What lessons stand out in this passage? 

First, in David ' s  case , we see the high cost of sin. 
, 

I was impressed with Dr . Waltke ' s  emphasis last night on Psa. 
3 : 4--one of the things we need to remember when we are 
experiencing unanswered prayer , and are inclined to turn away 
from the Lord. Sin never brings true happiness , and it 
behooves us ·to avoid it at al l times . 

Second , we see the faithfulness of God . Although David had 
greatly displeased the Lord , making it necessary for the Lord 
to bring jUd:JII1ent upon him, yet the Lord did not forsake 
David nor His plans for David. In fadt, we see that God is 
greater than David ' s  sin, mak:j..ng even the judgments which 
David experienced to make him more like the Lord wanted him 
to be. 

Third , we see how important it is for us to remember the 
Lord ' s gracious dealings with us when we deal with those who 
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sin against us . 

There are many lessons in this chapter ,. but let me mention 
just one more. We see, fourth, how ea$Y it is for us to make 
mistakes when we are trying to do the night thing just 
because we do not consult the Lord and because we do not wait 

, 

upon him. E.g. , David ' s  appointment of Amasa, and his gift 
to Ziba. 

How careful we need to be that we always are doing the will  
of God in the way the Lord wants us to do it. 



----
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A SECOND REVOLT . 
2 Samuel 20 

David #39 

Intro : In Psalm 42 : 7 David wrote , "Deep calleth unto deep at 
the noise of thy waterspouts : all thy waves and thy 

billows are gone over me. "  He was trying to picture his 
experiences , his trials ,  poetically. He said that it was 
like being hit with one wave after another , and that one wave 
called upon another to follow. He felt that they would 
destroy him eventually, just as he wou+d have been at the 
mercy of the sea if he had been caught in a storm that would 
not stop. 

It is thought by many that Psalm 42 wa$ one of the Psalms 
which was written at this period in David ' s  life , either 
during Absalom ' s  rebellion, or the rebellion under Sheba , 
which is described in the chapter we are considering tonight. 
It may not be possible for us to distinguish between what 
David meant by a wave as compared with a billow, but the 
careful reader of Scriph1re will  note that David said "thy 
waves" and "t:hy billows. " He did not consider that the waves 
and bil lows of difficulty which he was experiencing were like 
a storm which we might say from a humah standpoint was out of 
control .  They were God ' s  waves and Goo ' s  billows--under • 

God ' s  control ,  and serving a divine purpose in his life. It 
is only such a realization that could have kept David from 
complete despair when it must have seemed to him that his 
trials would never end. 

This must have been the way that David felt when "Sheba , the 
son of Bichri , a Benjamite" sought to p,.nitiate a new revolt 
against David. No sooner had the rebe!llion of Absalom been 

• 

put to an end than David found himself faced with a new one. 

The writer of 2 Samuel ,  whoever he may have been (and we 
really do no1: know) , has given us the facts of David ' s  
history at tilis time in his life , but he did not tell  us what 
was going on in David ' s  soul at tills time, how David was 
reacting in l1is relationship with the Lord, and the spiritual 
progress tilalt he was making at the time. We are really 
dependent upon chapters like 2 Samuel '22 to help us see what 
the Lord was doing in David himself. From the study of many 
devout students of the Word , we have reason to believe that 
many of David ' s  Psalms were written at this time. Before I 
close tonight I want to look at a couple of those Psalms to 
fill us in with details of David ' s  inner man which are not 
given to us loy the one who wrote this history. 

But before we do that, let us look at the history here in 2 
Samuel 20. 
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We see in this chapter : 
1 )  The begiru1ing of the revolt, and tOe two sides which were 

formed, one with David , the other against him (vv . 1 ,  2 ) . 
, 

2 )  David ' s  treatment of his concubines (v. 3 ) . 
3 )  David ' s  pr:-eparations to put down the revolt (vv . 4-13 ) . 
4 )  The pl1rsuit of Sheba which ended at the city of Abel , and 

which resulted in the death of Sheba (vv . 13-22 ) .  
5 )  The kingdom re-established under David (vv . 23-26 ) .  

Let us look at each of these sections . 

1 .  THE BEGINNING OF THE REVOLT ( 2  Sam., 20 : 1 ,  2 ) . 

Practically nothing is known of this man Sheba . 
mentioned before we get to chapter 20 , nor is he 
afterwards . We know that he was of the tribe of 
Saul ' s  tribe . And we know that he was "a man of 

He is not 
mentioned 
Benj amin, 
Belial . "  

The first time this name appears in Scripture is in Deut. 
13 : 13 .  The Lord cal led people in any of the cities of Israel 
who would encourage idolatry, "the chi+dren of Belial . "  Dr. 

, 

Feinberg, who was my Hebrew teacher in . Seminary, said in his 
article in Zondervan ' s  Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible ,  
p .  513 , that it is general ly accepted that this name was 
formed from two Hebrew words which mean "without" and "to 
profit, "  or worthless . And that which is worthless in God ' s  
sight is wick:ed. And so in Scripture " a  man of Belial " would 
not only be a wicked man , but "an extr$mely ungodly 
individual , "  or a sinner "of the worst type" ( Ibid. ) 

In the NT we find that Paul used Belial in 2 Cor . 6 : 15 as 
possibly an equivalent for Satan when he asked, 

And what concord [accord , harmony , agreement] 
hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath 
he that believeth with an infidel . 

So all of this means that although Sheba was a Jew, he was 
not a child of God . In fact , he was just the opposite; he 
was a very evil man . And He sought to take advantage of 
David ' s  situation to make a name and a place of authority for 
himself . The Lord did not stop this man .  But we can be 
encouraged to see that the Lord used this man with a very 
wicked heart to further His own purposes in the life of David 
as well  as tile whole nation. But it was another strong , 
rol ling wave in David ' s  life--a great trial which David had 
to face . 

David was of the tribe of Judah. Sheba appealed to this , 
that the other tribes had no claim upon him, and therefore 
should cast him down from his tlrrone . And to begin with , it 
seemed that he was going to be very successful . The men of 
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Israel were still  smarting under the f�ct that Judah had 
brought Daviel back without including trem, and that their 
words in 2 Sc�. 19 : 43 made them even mbre angry than they had 
been before. The men of Judah either did not know, or did 
not remember , what Solomon would write at a later date : 

A soft answer turneth away wrath: 
but grievous words stir up anger (Prov . 15 : 1 ) . 

Sheba was anxious to take advantage of this unrest in Israel
-and he did! 

The expression, "Every man to his tent$ , 0 Israel , "  was a 
cal l  to revolt. This was the call  given when the ten tribes 
rebel led against Rehoboam. Cf . 1 Kings 12 : 16 . At the outset 
it seemed that Sheba would succeed . Israel and Benj amin 
stood solidly with him. 

II . DAVID AND HIS CONCUBINES ( 2  Sam. 20 : 3 ) . 

with multiple marriages David displeased the Lord throughout 
his reign. He had been disgraced by the action of Absalom 
who committed adultery with these women. Therefore , David 
could not take them back , nor were they permitted to marry 
someone else .. There was no Scriptural way for David to deal 
with them, but he knew that he could not continue his 
relationship with them after what Absalom had done . 

The death of Absalom was in part a judgment for what he had 
done with his father ' s  concubines . LeV . 18 : 8  and 29 show 
that the punishment for such sin was death. Even though 
David had violated the will  of God with his multiple 
marriages ,  it: seems to have been an even greater sin for 
Absalom to defile those who were married to his father . 

Probably the seclusion of these women was David ' s  attempt to 
put this re�Lnder of Absalom ' s  rebel lipn out of the minds of 
the people . 

Next we come to : 

I I I . DAVID ' S  PREPARATION TO PUT DOWN THE REVOLT ( 2  Sam. 
20 : 4-13 ) • 

David appoini:ed Amasa as his military leader to go against 
Sheba , thus replacing Joab . Amasa had been Absalom ' s  
mili tary chiE�f-of-staff , and David may have done it to 
attract sympathy from the I sraelites who had been under his 
command .  

However , for some reason, Amasa did not have his men ready 
for war withJLn the three days that David had set, and so 
David turned to Abishai . David knew that time would work in 
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Sheba ' s  favor, and he did not want to let that happen. Al l 
of these men were related. Joab and Abishai were brothers ,  
and Amasa was their cousin. And so all were David ' s  nephews . 
In turning fi.rst to Amasa , and then to Abishai , David twice 
has bypassed Joab . 

Abishai was successful in getting the men of Judah mobilized 
for war , and they left Jerusalem to pursue Sheba . Joab 
joined them, apparently content to serVe under his brother, 
Abishai . However , when they got to Gibeon, it appears that 
Amasa assumecl command of David ' s  forces . Joab took this as 
the time for him to satisfy his jealousy and his envy on 
Amasa, and so he with great deception kil led Amasa . This was 
done, as far as we can tell ,  in front of David ' s  army , and 
for a time it: put a halt to their advance . But some man 
removed Amasa ' s  body, and David ' s  men advanced under the 
leadership of Joab . David very clearly did not want Joab to 

, 

head his forces , but it seems that nothing he could do could 
keep Joab out: of that position. 

Matthew Henry suggested in his commentary that, when David 
heard of Joab ' s  cruel murder of Amasa , he probably reflected 
on two things : 
1 )  That it vIas Joab he had used to see that Uriah, the 

Hittite was kil led . 
2 )  That he was at fault because he had not brought Joab to 

justice when he kil led Abner . 
Nevertheless ,. this was not the time to take care of such 
unfinished business . 

And so this vvas followed with: 

IV. THE PUru,UIT OF SHFRA ( 2  Sam. 20 : 14-22 ) . 

It would seem that Sheba ' s  immediate success in rallying the 
people of Israel around him, had not continued. After going 

, 

through all of the tribes of Israel seeking support, he had 
finally gone to the city of Abel seeking protection. Joab 
and his men }mew that they were there , and so prepared to 
batter down the wall  of the city in order to take Sheba. 

However , aga:Ln we see the hand of the Lord in protecting His 
people. Abel ,  it seems , was known as a center of wisdom, and 
people who needed counsel were in the habit of turning to 
Abel for guidance . And what they were told, they did . An 
unknown woman in Abel reminded Joab of this , and asked him 
why he would destroy people like herself who were peace 
loving and faithful to the Lord in Israel . While ungodly 
people were :Lnvolved in what was taking place , yet there were 
the true people of God on both sides . This woman was 
appealing to Joab on behalf of the nation. 



- .--

2 Sam. 20 ( 5 )  

Joab listened to her, and told her that his real pllrpose was 
to get Sheba who was leading a revolt against the king. He 
told her that: if she would deliver Sheba over to them, he 
would depart from the city. The woman said that she would 
throw Sheba ' s  head over the wall .  She. consulted with the 
leaders of the city. They agreed. Sh�ba was beheaded, and 
Joab went back to Jerusalem. The revolt was over ! 

• 

How important: it is for all of us who are the Lord ' s  people 
to remember that , although we may have our differences 
doctrinally cmd otherwise, yet we are the Lord ' s  people and 
we should not: treat each other as enemies . It certainly was 
of the Lord that Joab listened to the woman. Much bloodshed 
was avoided, and the division between Judah in the south and 
Israel to the north, was not widened . 

How good it "" ould be for all of us to .remember the words of 
Abraham to Lot when their herdsmen werE= having trouble with 
each other over the lack of pasture land. Abraham said to 
Lot, 

D=t there be no strife, I pray thee , 
b=tween me and thee , 
�rrd between my herdmen and thy herdmeni 
for we be brethren (Gen. 13 : 8 )  . 

See also Psalm 133 which David wrote : "Behold , how good and 
how pleasant . • •  " 

The chapter ends with a statement of : 

V. DAVID ' S  KINGOOM RE-ESTABLISHED ( 2  Sam. 20 : 23-26 ) . 

Perhaps David had been persuaded that he should keep Joab , in 
spite of his violence toward Amasa ,  because he had settled 
the revolt without further bloodshed . 

Concl : As I said at the beginning, this chapter of history 
tells us what happened at this period in David ' s  

reign , but i.t� does not help us to understand what was going 
on in David ' s: heart, in his soul . The historical scene was 
the stage upon which God was working to improve the state of 
David ' s  spiri.tual life . This is where . the Psalms help us in 
David ' s  case . We need both the history and the Psalms to get 
the full perspective of the work of the Lord in those days • 

• 

Several Psalms were written at this time . Among them were 
two of the Psalms Dr . Waltke used during our recent Spring 
Bible Conference : Psalms 3 and 4 .  Also it is possible that 
Psalms 61 ,  62 , and 63 were written at this time--if not 
during Sheba ' s  revolt, at least during Absalom ' s  revolt. The 
84th Psalm is another one that has been suggested for this 
time in David ' s  history. 
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However , the icwo Psalms that I want to call  your attention to 
as we close tonight, are Psalms 143 and 144. In them we see 
something of the work of the Lord in David ' s  soul . 

First, let me read Psalm 143 to you. (iRead. ) 

It would take another Sunday night to deal with this Psalm as 
we could and should,  but let me point out just a few of the 
highlights of the Psalm: 
1 )  Verses 1 and following show that this was a time when 

David prayed, when David knew that his only hope for 
survival 1Nas in God--not in his own military ability,  nor 
in power of his army, but in God ! There is nothing like 
trials to teach us to pray and to call upon the Lord. 

2 )  Verses 3 ,  4 ,  7 ,  9 ,  and 11 show how desperate David was , 
and how low he had been brought beqause of his enemies . 

3 )  Verses llke 5 and 6 show that David ' s  trials had brought 
him to place where he had a deeper hunger in his heart 
for the Lord. 

I will mention just one more thing from Psalm 143 : 
4 )  Verses 7-11 show that he had a renewed sense of his 

dependenoe upon God. Look at: 
a) Verse 7 :  "Hear me • • •  " 
b) Verse 8 :  "Cause me • • •  " 
c)  Verse 9 :  "Deliver me • • •  " 
d) Verse 10 : "Teach me • • •  " 
e) Also verse 10 : "Lead me • . •  " 
f )  Verse 11 : "Quicken me • • •  " 
g) And in verse 11 at least expressed , bring me • • •  

What wonderful insight this gives us to what was going on 
David ' s  heart at the time when his troUbles were so many and 
so heavy. 

Psalm 144 must have been written later . than Psalm 143 because 
in this Psalml we see a note of triumph. David is singing a 
victory song here . But the Psalm also reflects that David 
knew that he was not beyond trouble. He anticipated that 
there were more troubles to come . But, 
1 )  In verses 1 and 2 he gave the Lord the glory for his 

victory. 
2 )  In the la.tter part of verse 2 and down through verse 8 

he compared the greatness of God with the littleness , the 
vanity, of man . See also verse 11 . 

3 )  And then from verse 9 down to the end of the Psalm we see 
how David anticipated giving even greater praise to the 
Lord as he sought the restoration of the evidences of 
God ' s  blessing upon the nation. 

Notice that the word "that" appears seven times 
in verses: 12 through 14. 

And then as the Psalm ends we can ask the question, Did 
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David ' s  trials make him rebellious against the Lord . The 
answer is , "NO ! " He believed that trials give us the 
opportunity to prove , by the grace of God , that our God is 
sufficient, and more than sufficient, for our every need. 
David believed firmly that our trials , • though so often 
justified , are instruments in the hand of the Lord to make us 
love the Lord. more , to trust the Lord more , to delight more 
in fel lowshifl with Him, and to seek to be more like He wants 
us to be , more like He is . 

We should pray that the study of the life of David should 
cause us to seek the same blessings from our trials that 
David received from the Lord as a result of His trials . 
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A NATION UNDER JUDGMENT 
2 Samuel 21 

David #40 

Intro : As we come to chapter 21 ,  two ievolts against David 
had been crushed : the revolt led by Absalom, and the 

revolt led by Sheba . And so it seemed . that the nation might 
expect a time of peace. But then it was that a new problem 
faced David and the Israelites . It was : 

I .  A FAMINE ( 2  Sam . 21 : 1-14 ) . 

The first year nobody seems to have paid a great deal of 
attention to it. Nor did it bother anyone the second year . 
But the third year David realized that something was wrong. 
He knew that 'God was dealing with His people , but he did not 
know what the problem was , how they had sinned against God. 

And so verse 1 tel ls us that "David enquired of the Lord. " 
The Lord was not wrong in answering. He told David that it 
was because of what Saul had done to the Gibeonites . He had 
killed many of them, and apparently intended to kil l  all of 
them. 

A surprising thing about this attack upon the Gibeonites is 
that it is not mentioned any place in the history of Saul ' s  
reign. The only time any mention is made of this event is 
here in 2 Samuel 21.  However, it was a matter that had 
greatly displeased the Lord, and had never been settled to 
the Lord ' s  satisfaction. If the Lord had not brought a 
famine upon Israel , it never would have been settled . 

In order to understand this situation, we need to go back to 
the days of J"oshua when the children of Israel were subduing 
the Canaanite nations . The story is in Joshua 9 .  

The Gibeonites were inhabitants of a city of the Amorites by 
that name , Gibeon . It was called a royal city , a city with 
many mighty men . The fear of God came · upon those men, and 
they feared for their own lives when the Israelites began to 
destroy the cities of Canaan. And so they disguised some of 
their men, made it appear that they had come from a distant 
city to make peace with Israel because they had heard about 
"the name of the Lord thy God" (Joshua 9 :  9 ) . They wore old 
clothes , and had moldy bread to make their story appear 
reasonable . 

This was one time when Joshua failed as the leader of Israel 
because ,  without asking counsel of the Lord , he made "a 
league" with them--which was a compact or a covenant. It 
amounted to a vow that the Gibeonites could live securely 
among the people of I srae l .  
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Joshua 9 :  16 t:ells us that three days later Joshua and the 
children of I srael realized what they had done , and that they 
had not corne from a far country, but were Arnorites who lived 
in this land which was marked out for divine judgment . 

We would thir� that because the Gibeonites had used great 
deception in getting the covenant, the covenant would not 
need to be honored . But that is not the way of the Lord . 
Joshua could make servants out of them, but he could not kill  
them. And no future king was free to kil l  them either . This 
is perhaps an evidence of the faithfulness of God to His 
Word . When He makes a covenant with ISrael or any other 
people , He wi.ll never go back on His Word . And He will not 
let His people go back on their word either . David ' s  son, 
Solomon was t:o express the will  of God regarding covenants or 
vows when he wrote years later , 

Be:tter is that thou shouldest not vow, 
than that thou shouldest vow and not pay 
(Ecc . 5 :  5 )  • 

And so the children of Israel were bound by their oath . 

What caused Saul to want to kill  the Gibeoni tes , we do not 
know. Nor do we know when this took place during his reign. 
As I have mentioned , there is no record of it in the Word. 
But we know that it happened. 

As far as we can tell , the Lord brought this famine upon 
Israel about 35 years after Saul died . That is how long 
David had reigned. So it was farther back in Israel ' s  
history than that, maybe 40 or 45 years , possibly even 
longer . It  had been so long that David, who may have known 
about it , dicl not even suspect that Saul might have been the 
cause of the famine . And so he went to the Lord honestly 
seeking to know why the Lord was displeased with them. 

As soon as Dcwid found out the cause of God ' s  displeasure, he 
went to the Gibeonites and asked them What he could do to 
make things right with them. They asked that seven sons of 
Saul be put t:o death by hanging for what Saul had done . 

And so David took two sons of Rizpah , Saul ' s  concubine , and 
five sons of Michal ,  whom she had given birth to when she was 
living with A,driel .  David gave these men into the hands of 
the Gibeonites ,  and they were all hung at the same time . It 
is a terrible story , and, unless these sons were involved in 
what Saul did to the Gibeonites (and they may have been) , it 
was the death of seven innocent men. Saul ' s  sin was against 
God , against his family, and against the nation I srael . And 
in David ' s  da.y the nation was suffering because of what their 
leader had done many, many years before ! 
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The Gibeoni tE!S had no law about taki ng the bodies down by the 
end of the day, and so they were allowed to remain hanging 
just as they had died. But Rizpah, the mother of two of 
them, set up a tent , and kept watch over those bodies day and 

_ .  
night until the rains started again--which would have shown 
that the Lord was removing the famine. 

David heard c�out it, and sent to Jabesh Gilead to get the 
bones of Saul and Jonathan, and took their bones , along with 
the bones of the seven men who had died, and bllried them in 
the land of Benj amin--the tribe to which they all belonged. 
When this was done , we read at the end of 2 Sam. 21:  14 , "And 
after that God was intreated for the land . "  

Now I want to read something to you which was written and 
preached by Charles Simeon when he preached on the first 
verse of 2 Semmel 2 1 .  His messages were published in the 
early 1800 ' s .  But this is what he said : 

The history teaches us , 
I .  In what light we should view public calamities--

[The Scripture uni formly represents them as 
punishrnent:s inf licted on account of sin. Personal 
troubles may be sent for the pllrpose of cal ling into 
action the grace that has been bestowed, and for the 
advancing of God ' s  glory in the exercise of that grace . 
But the troubles of a nation are judgments sent from God. 
In this light, "war, famine, pestilence , and the noisome 
beast, "  are frequently mention; and in this light they 
should be viewed . We are indeed very averse to regard 
them as corning from God: we are ready to ascribe them to 
second causes , and to overlook the first Great Cause of 
all : but in the Scriptures we behold them, as in the 
plagues of Egypt, so manifestly proceeding from a divine 
hand, that: we cannot help referring them to God: and thus 
we ought t:o do , whatever be the more immediate occasion of 
them-- -- --David in the first and second years of famine 
did not behold any expression of the divine displeasure, 
or think of inquiring wherefore the visitation was sent: 
it was only when the pressure of the affliction was very 
heavy and of long continuance , that he thought of tracing 
the hand of God in it: had he acted in the first year as 
he did in the third , we have no reason to think that the 
judgment would have been repeated : but his blindness 
constrained God to repeat the stroke, til l  it was noticed 
as proceeding from him. In like manner God wil l  continue 
his chastj.sements to us , till we are made sensible that 
have offended him, and provoked his just displeasure . ]  

And then Mr .  Simeon added , "Whatever be the calamities with 
which we are afflicted , we may learn from this history" (Vol . 
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3 ,  pp. 302 , 303) . And I would add that the lesson is made 
most powerful by the fact that it comes from the Word of God . 

We all know what has happened this past week in LA--the 
shameful loss of life and destruction of property. There are 
41 known to be dead, and there may be more. The damaged has 
been estimated at one-half billion dollars--that is 
$500 , 000 , 000  ( five hundred million dollars ! Some people ' s  
lives will  never be the same again. We have been disgraced 
in the eyes of the people of the world. 

We think we know the cause. We say that the verdict in the 
case of the four LA policemen who beat up Rodney King caused 
such indignation among the black of LA that they, along with 
others ,  went on a rampage, and this is what has been the 
result. 

The question that our text for tonight raises is this : Are 
we spending our time looking at second causes? There is no 
doubt but that the verdict given to the four LA policemen was 
what triggered this , but I wonder if there is not something 
far greater for us to learn here than all of the things we 
have heard discussed by people on radio and TV .  Are we not 
seeing the hand of God against us as a nation because of the 
way we have despised His way, His Word--and al l that is right 
and good and holy in His sight? We have dishonesty in 
government. Immorality is no longer immorality in our 
nation. People actually boast in public about their sins. 
We defend homosexuality, and have done our best to explain to 
ourselves tha.t there is nothing wrong with it. We have 
dishonesty inl business , and dishonesty in government, and 
dishonesty in personal lives.  We are a nation of Epicureans. 
We don ' t  care what happens tomorrow as long as we are having 
a good time t.oday. 

Personally I am convinced that God is speaking to us as a 
nation. God could have prevented this whole thing, but He 
took His restraining hand off of those people in LA, and let 
them do according to what was in their hearts. And we are 
going to face divisions among segments of OlJr society in the 
days to come that will  make the last look like world peace. 

And I want to mention one other thing that we have 
overwhelming evidence of every day , and yet we as a nation 
are so spirit:ually blinded that we cannot see it. We talk as 
though jobs amd education and equal opportunities wil l  solve 
our problems . We talk as though man is good by nature. For 
a long time our nation has scorned any talk about sin,  and 
preachers who have proclaimed the depravity of man , the total 
depravity of man , have been charged with overstating the 
case. 
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What is it going to take for us to learn that God is God , and 
that He is not going to put up with our continued sinfulness 
and our defiance of His Word and of His Son? We are seeing 
many evidences of the judgment of God . Just a little over a 
year ago we were at war . We have an epidemic of AIDS . Crime 
is plaguing every major city in the US , and many of the 
smaller cities . Human life has gotten so cheap that we can 
hear of 41 people being killed, and it hardly phases us . We 
need to wake up because greater judgments , worse judgments , 
are just around the corner if we do not see the hand of God 
in all of these things . 

What happened when the Lord was satisfied with the repentance 
of David and the Israelites? 

The rain started again . And the Lord granted David victory 
over the Philistines . That is how our chapter ends . 

I I .  VICTORY OVER THE PHILISTINE GIANTS ( 2  Sam. 21 : 15-22 ) . 

Four of the men who were feared the most by David and his 
men, met death at their hands . It was not something that the 
Israelites were able to do; God ' s  hand was in the latter part 
of the chapter as well as in the first part of the chapter . 
And what we need to do is to stop looking at what Charles 
Simeon cal led "second causes , "  and look at "the first Great 
Cause of all , "  the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Conc l :  What can we do? We are not in LA, and would be as 
helpless there as the people of LA are . What 

happened in LA is not just a message for the people of that 
city;  it is a message for our whole country. What happened 
there can easily happen here . What can we do? 

Let me make three suggestions . 

First , let us make sure that OlJr lives are pleasing to the 
Lord . It is so easy to let our standards down just because 
of what is going on in the world. If there were ever a need 
for holiness in the lives of the Lord ' s  people , it is today. 

Second , let us give ourselves to prayer . That is what David 
did, and that� is what we need to do. We need to pray that 
God will  agai.n be merciful to us . How amazing is the 
longsufferingr of God ! How many national sins would we as a 
nation be guilty of if the Lord were to go back 40 or 50 
years with us . God hears and answers prayer . I have 
struggled with this myself in recent days because it has 
seemed that we are living in a time when we are not seeing 
answers to pr:'ayer . There is a lot of noise from some 
segments of the professing church, but sometimes that only 
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covers up a lot of corruption. But just as history shows 
that God judges sinful nations , so it also shows that the 
Lord hears the prayers of His people when they cry out to Him 
from hearts that are right with Him. And so let us pray. 

Third, let us be more bold in our witness of the Gospel . 
Jobs are needed. Education has its place . But all of the 
benefits of life , if Christ is left out, only make it 
possible for us to continue on in our sin. The problem in 
American is S-I-N!  Only Christ can change the heart of a 
rebel . Only in Christ is there hope . 

We don ' t  know how the Lord may see fit to work, but we do 
know that our only hope is that He may in His grace move once 
again upon the hearts of people in our country , drawing them 
to Christ. Let us live, and let us pray, that this might be 
what we will  see in the days ahead. 



TBC -- 5/10/92 p . m. 

A PSALM OF ANSWERED PRAYER 
2 Samuel 22 

David #41 

Intro : This chapter is a psalm of David . Although there are 
diffE!rences of opinion as to when this psalm was 

written , I anl inclined to believe that its place in 2 Samuel 
shows when it: was written. Chapter 21 closes by telling of 
the victories of David , or of his men , over four powerful 
Philistines . And although this was not the end of David ' s  
troubles , yet: he gave expression to his thanksgiving to God . 

we find this psalm recorded with some variation as Psalm 18 
in the book of the Psalms . Why would we have it twice? I 
don ' t  know that anyone knows for sure , but it seems to me 
that there is a lot in favor of the suggestion that here in 2 
Sam . 22 we have David ' s  expression of praise for himself , 
while in Psalm 18 we see it given as a psalm for the people 
to use when they expressed their own praise to the Lord for 
the way that the Lord blessed and delivered them. 

It would be wonderful if this were the purpose behind the 
writing of all sacred music . Most of us do not have the 
poetic gift which David had, and so we have to depend upon 
the writi ngs of others to give us the words with which we can 
praise the Lord in song . But I am sure that it would lessen 
our interest in any song to find out that the writer was just 
expressing words when he wrote that song , that it did not 
express the 1:rue feeling of his hearl, and that he wrote it 
only for othE�rs to have something to sing . In our day, 
unfortunatel�r , the writing of music is a business .  We are 
warned against copying hymns without permission, or without 
paying some royalty.  No so with David ! He wrote to express 
the thanksgiving that was in his own heart toward the Lord, 
and he was tilankful if anyone found in his words the 
expressipn tilat they needed to praise the Lord fittingly for 
the way He had delivered them in their times of trial . And 
so this is tile reason I believe we have it twice in the Word 
of God--once as David ' s  praise ; the second time for the 
people . 

However , in addition to that, it must also have been a psalm 
which touched the heart of God , and expresses a way in which 
we can truly glorify the Lord . 

You know, singi ng is a form of prayi ng . That is why we 
always should pay attention to the words which we sing . I am 
always 100kDlg for help in my prayer life . I feel sure that 
many of you are the same way. Well , this psalm is to help us 
to pray. Lelt us examine it briefly , and yet completely, to 
see how it can help us to praise the Lord . 
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First of all , let me point out: 

I .  SOME GENERAL OBSERVATIONS . 

There are at least f01Jr significant things that are mentioned 
about David in verse 1 before we get to the Psalm. 

A. Notice that the words were important. In fact, even 
thougrh this is a psalm, it is said that he "spake" 
theSE! words . The words we use when we praise the 
Lord are important to the Lord, and they should be 
impor'tant to us . 

B .  Notice also that he was speaking these words "unto 
the I.ord. "  He was not singing to the people , nor was 
he trying to impress anyone with his ability to sing .  
His praise was directed toward the wrd . 

C .  Third , he was prompt in offering his praise to the 
wrd .. We might be able to postpone some things , but 
we should never postpone our praise . Keep up to date 
in thanking God for His mercies toward you . .As the 
blessings come , let praise arise from our hearts to 
the Lord . 

D .  Fourth, we can see that the David took none of the 
credit to himself; he gave it al l to the wrd. He 
had often been highly involved in the victories . He 
was }mown for his military ability .  But when it came 
to recognizing why he had been victories , David 
always gave the praise to the wrd . 

NON let us turn to : 

II . AN ANALYSIS OF THE PSALM. 

We immediately become aware of a very vital personal 
relationship which David had with the Lord . See vv . 2 ,  3 .  
The Lord was a great reality in David ' s  life . He was not 
satisfied to say that the Lord was simply a rock, or a 
fortress , and so on. No less than nine times in these two 
verses David said "my" in speaking of what God was to Him. 

It is one thing to know that the Lord is a rock, but it is so 
much more to be able to say , "The Lord is my rock. "  

The second ��ing that he did here was to tel l  about his 
prayer to Goj, why he prayed, and what happened as a result 
of his praying . This occupied David ' s  attention from verse 4 
dawn through verse 28 . 
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Notice the wa.y he described the response of the Lord in 
verses 8 through 16 . David did not refer to himself at all 
in these words . He is remembering the maj esty of the Lord . 
Of course, hE� is speaking poetically, but his words are an 
accurate description of how the Lord responded to his prayer. 
It was like David was gazing upon a spectacular manifestation 
of the glory and power of God before he thought at all about 
what the Lord had done for him. 

But beginning with verse 17 David begins to talk about what 
the Lord had done for him. Notice this down through verse 
20 . It was a.s though David had nothing to do in fighti ng his 
enemies . It is expressed so much in favor of the Lord that 
you can see 1:hat David believed that the Lord took over his 
battles , and was completely sufficient to give David the 
victory. 

However , in 1:he last part of verse 20 David introduced a 
subj ect which he continued down through verse 28 showing how 
grateful David was that he had been living so as to please 
the Lord . This does not mean that we cannot expect the Lord 
to help us if we have been unfaithful , but it does tell  us 
how much greater our confidence wil l  be if we are walking 
with Him and seeking to do the will of the Lord. 

This is another way of saying that the Lord brings trials 
upon us in order that we may examine our own lives , to see 
where things are wrong, and to make them right before the 
Lord. How careful we need to be with our lives ! Notice what 
David recognized as the truth about the Lord I s dealings with 
His people in verses 26-28 . While our troubles do not always 
mean that we are displeasing the Lord, yet they always show 
us places in our lives where we can please the Lord more than 
we have been pleasing Him. 

Then we come to a new emphasis in verse 29 . Here David 
begins to speak about what the Lord was doing through him. 
Before it was what the Lord had done for him; now he speaks 
of what the Lord was doing through him. The point in these 
verses , down through verse 46 , is like the Apostle Pa.ul made 
in phil . 4 : 13 .  And it is like the Lord made with His 
disciples when He spoke of Himself as the Vine, and of them 
as the branches .  "Without me ye can do nothing" (John 15 : 5 ) . 

Be sure to notice verse 31 . (Read . )  

As we have st.udied the life of David, haven I t you felt at 
times like David should have legitimately been able to tell 
the Lord that. he had been given enough in the way of trials 
and testings '? I have. But when the battles were over, David 
could offer 110 complaint against the Lord. In fact , he said 
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that the Lord ' s  ways could not be improved upon--"As for God , 

his way is pE�rfect. " Nor did he have any complaint with 
regard to thE� Word of God . "Tried" means tested and proven 
to be true. And so David had no argument with God , no 
argument with His ways, no argument with His Word. And he 
could say that his case was not a special case, but that all 
who trusted the Lord would come to the same conclusion about 
the Lord that: he had. 

So, when we speak of the sovereignty of God, and about the 
accomplishment of His purposes, we do not mean that the Lord 
takes over our battles, while we sit at home and drink tea! 
He works for us. But He also works in us, and then He works 
through us. Notice this emphasis in these verses. (Read 
verses 29-46 ,. ) 

Finally, the Psalm ends with a burst of praise and 
thanksgiving to God, declaring that he would continue to give 
God thanks in the days ahead, and even before the heathen. 
We have this in verse 47 through 51 . 

These last five verses suggest a way in which we can bear 
testimony even to those who do not know the Lord. We can 
tell  people about the Lord, and about what He has done for 
us. There is no better way to let people see that trusti ng 
God is not j ust some fanciful idea, but that we serve a 
living God , liJho hears us when we pray, and Who, even though 
our paths may often be rough, will  always be faithful to His 
people. 

Concl : After briefly surveyi ng this psalm I am sure that you 
will  agree with me when I say that it deserves to 

have two places in the Word of God . David had something to 
sing about, didn ' t  he? Perhaps it would be better to say 
that he had SOMEONE to sing about. 

-

But notice one more thing about the last verse of the Psalm. 
It is very likely that David had two ideas in mind when he 
spoke of "his seed" :  
1 )  He was obviously thinki ng about his children, his grand

childrenj, his great grandchildren, and so on. We tell  
our children about the Lord, and we encourage them to 
trust the Lord in the trials that they have. But how 
powerful that lesson can be when they see that we trust 
the Lord in our trials. And there is nothi ng that will 
be more convincing to us that we want them to live like 
we have lived than to experience the faithfulness of the 
Lord in our lives. Let us not make a super-saint out of 
David. We have seen somethi ng of his weaknesses. But he 
knew the grace of God , and knew that God is unchanging, 
and so his children and grandchildren could do no better 
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than to live their lives trust the Lord and His Word . 
But I believE� there is another thought that probably was i n  
the mind of David at this point : 
2 )  We all know that there was One coming Who was David ' s  

greatest Seed , or Descendant ! He was , and is , the Lord 
Jesus Christ. One reason that it was so important for 
David to be preserved was because he was in the family 
through whom the Lord Jesus Christ would come. He would 
experience trials and sufferings greater , far greater, 
than David ever experienced . And David was more 
confirmed than ever that God ' s  faithfulness to him, 
David, was in the long run , God ' s  faithfulness to His 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ . God was faithful to His 
purposes in David, and David knew that God would be 
faithful to David ' s  greatest Son , the Lord Jesus Christ , 
Who was coming as the Savior of sinners . 

David ' s  experience was an assurance of his salvation. And 
David ' s  experience should provide us with greater assurance , 
too , that re�Jardless of how great or how many our trials may 
be , God will let nothing stand in the way of His purposes in 
the redemption of His people . Let us fol low i n  the steps of 
David , and lE�arn to praise the Lord like David did . 
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LAST WORDS AND MIGHTY MEN 
2 Samuel 23 

Intro : In this chapter we are coming to the close of the 
life Qf David as it appears in 1 and 2 Samuel . The 

chapter begi ns with a record of David ' s  LAST WORDS , and then 
it gives us a record of the MIGHTY MEN the Lord used to give 
David the outstanding reign which he had over al l of tlle 
nation I srael . 

Let us consider , first: 

I .  DAVID ' S  LAST WORDS ( 2  Sam . 23 : 1-7) . 

Sometimes men speak their last words without knowing t-hat 
they wil l  be their last words , but there are other times when 
men realize that death is near and so their last words can be 
very significant. 

In the OT we have the last words of Jacob ( i n  Genesis 48 and 
49 ) , of Moses (making up the whole book of Deuteronomy) .  

In the NT we have the last words of Paul in 2 Timothy , and we 
also have the last words of Peter in 2 Peter--Iast words when 
they knew that they were their last words . 

In our text before us we have the last words of David . 
-

The first verse tel ls us about : 

A.  The speaker of the " LAST WORDS " recorded here 
( 2  Sam . 23 : 1 )  • 

He had : 

1 .  A lowly beginning : "the son of Jesse" (v. 
1) • 

2 .  An exalted position in life (v . 1) : 
a .  "The anointed of the God of Jacob . "  
b .  "The sweet psalmist of Israel . "  

We see the grace of God written al l over the biography of 
David . He was what he was by the grace of God . From his 
lowly beginning he was raised by God to be ,  not only the king 
of I srael , but one who stood in the Messianic line as wel l  as 
one who was in himself a wonderful type of our Lord Jesus 
Christ . 

As " the sweet: psalmist of I srael , "  David will always be 
remembered , not just as a musician , but as a man whose life 
was marked in a singular way by his devotion to God and the 
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way that he v;rorshiped the Lord . But not only that , ( as 
wonderful as it is ) ,  but he was one who with his psalms 
taught others to worship God . Think of the countless numbers 
of the Lord ' s  people who have come to God using the very 
words of Davi.d to express their adoration of God and their 
thanksgiving to Him for His many , many blessings which He has 
poured out ufon His people . 

We could spend much time talking about these three titles of 
David . But 'VIre must go on. 

In verse 2 we come to " 

B .  His "LAST WORDS " (vv . 2-7 ) . 

I sn ' t  it interesting that David ' s  " last words " were in 
reality the words of God . Cf . v .  2 .  He spoke here as one 
who was used to give the Word of God to the people of God in 
his generation , and to al l of the Lord ' s  people in future 
generations--·even down to the present day . I believe that it 
is generally true that the older we get , the more we "treasure 
the words of God . 

But notice the words that he chose as his " last words . "  

They were words which spoke of Christ . He alone is the Just 
One , and He alone will rule over men and nations " i n  the fear 
of God . "  SeE! verse 3 .  

They were words which spoke of our Lord ' s  reign upon "the 
earth . See verse 4 .  

They were words which spoke of salvation. See verse 5 .  

They were words which spoke of the certainty of David ' s  hope , 
and of the opposition of all of the wicked forces which have 
always attempted , and wil l  attempt , to thwart the purposes of 
God , to the very end of time . See verses 6 and 7 .  We can be 
sure that ult:imately they wil l  be completely overthrown so 
that nothi ng wil l  stand in the way of the fulfil lment of 
God '  s purposE�s on the earth ! The opposition was terrible at 
times during his life , so much so that at one point he seemed 
to give up . But God overruled , and David was convinced that 
God would continue to overrule until all of His p1..rrposes for 
His Son would be completely fulfil led . 

David made the words of God his words . He made the hope of 
God his hope .. I t is a wonderful thing when our last words 
are the words of God . And that is what David ' s  last words 
were . 
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The chapter ends with an account of : 

I I .  DAVID ' S  MIGHTY MEN ( 2  Sam .  23 : 8-3 9 )  • 

Although David won some great victories on the fields of 
battle , yet it is apparent that he did not do it alone . The 
Lord blessed him by giving him a group of men who , I am 
confident thaLt we can say , have never been surpassed for 
their ability' nor for their victories on the fields of 
battle . 

This list apFears also in 1 Chron . 11 : 10-47 , but the list is 
expanded in 1. Chron. by some 16 names . So we know that our 
list in 2 Sam. 23 is not a complete list, and probably the 
same is true about the list in 1 Chron . 11 . These were not 
men who j oined David at the end of his life , but they were 
with him before he became king .  They remai ned faithful to 
him up to the end of David ' s  life . 

First we read about the 
(v . 8 ) , Eleazar (vv . 9 ,  

three who were 
10) , and Sh 

the greatest : Adino 
(vv. 11 , 12 ) . 

Then in verse 13 he started to mention three more , but he 
only mentioned two . The first was Abishai (vv. 1 8 ,  19 ) ; the 
second was BEmaiah (vv . 20-23 ) . Who the third one was , we do 
not know, but: they were the three who went to get water for 
David from "the wel l  of Jerusalem . "  See vv .  13-17 . 

The last are mentioned in vv . 24 through 39 . One sad note is 
sounded when we see Uriah ' s  at the end of the list in 2 Sam. 
23 , verse 3 9 .. All of these were faithful men , Uriah among 
them . It is amazi ng that he was not around at then end 
because David had ordered his death . 

For what reasons are the names of these men listed at this 
point in David ' s  life? I think that we can see several 
reasons . 

First, we can see that all of David ' s  men were not great to 
the same extent . Some were capable to greater feats of 
strength than were others . We always get into trouble when 
we are inc lined to compare ourselves with others . They were 
all great to God , and great to David , even though there were 
differences . 

Second , there is a statement mentioned in connection with the 
first three which is not stated for any of the rest. You 
will find it in vv . 10 and 12 . It is this : "And the Lord 
wrought a great victory that day , " or simply , "And th.e Lord 
wrought a great victory . "  
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This was undoubtedly for the three mightiest men, as wel l  as 
for the others , but it was also for the people . What does it 
tel l  us? It tells us that as mighty and as brave and skil led 
as those men were , they would have failed without the help of 
the Lord . That is always true . Did not our Lord tell His 
own disciples , "Without me ye can do nothing" (John 15 : 5 ) ? 

We must not think more highly of ourselves than we ought to 
think, nor should we think more highly of others than we 
ought to thir� . Cf . Rom . 12 : 3 .  I t  is easy to put certain 
servants of the Lord on a pedestal . We can be thankful for 
the blessings that we receive through them , but let us always 
be careful to remember that the b lessings have come from God , 
not from any man .  

Third , this verse shows us that with all of the glory that 
David achieved on the battle fields , he did not do it alone . 
He could not have done it alone . Behind him were a group of 
faithful men who stood with him from the beginning to the 
end . And I am sure that David himself did not want them to 
be forgotten in the divine record . 

Let us remember this even today . Nobody among the Lord I s 
people is unimportant . Perhaps some can do no more than 
pray , and yet. what is more important than prayer . Others do 
things that no one notices , but as we wil l  learn in a moment , 
not even a cup of cold water given " in the name of a 
disciple , "  even when given to a little child , shal l not go 
unrewarded . Cf . Matt . 10 : 42 .  And the Lord said , you wil l  
remember , " Inasmuch as you have done it unto the least of 
these my brethren , ye have done it unto me" (Matt . 25 : 40b) . 

I see a fourth point of interest when the three men went to 
Bethlehem to get water for David from the well of Bethlehem. 
They have been criticized for being foolhardy in going on 
such an errand , but that is because the critics do not 
understand how much David meant to his men . They would have 
done anythin<j for him. This is a perfect example of the 
statement , "Your slightest wish is my command . " His men were 
wil ling to face any danger in order to make life a little 
more enj oyable for David . This must have touched the heart 
of God , and it was He Who saw that they got back safely from 
what was a very dangerous mission . 

When this happened , David had been anointed , but he "ras not 
yet king . But these men believed that day would come . We 
could certainly consider this an act of faith . Even though 
David was being disgraced in the eyes of most Israelites , his 
men were men who believed that God is faithful to His 
promises . In the meantime , they would treat him as though he 
were already on the throne . 
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However , as much as David wanted the water , he could not 
force himself to drink it . To him it would have been like 
drinking the life-blood of the men who went to get it for 
him. And so he poured it out on the ground as a thank 
offering to the Lord--probably in gratitude for the Lord ' s  
preservation of their lives , and for the love that those men 
had shown toward him when David and his men were in such 
terrible circumstances . 

Therefore , we can see that David was very conscious , and very 
thankful , for the way the Lord was using his men to preserve 
his life and to meet his needs . 

Concl : Therefore , contrary to what we might think , this 
chapt:er is a great testimony to the faithfulness of 

God .  In the first part we see how the Lord had worked in 
David ' s  heart: , making the truth of the Gospel and his hope in 
the Messiah the dearest treasures he possessed . In the 
second part we see how the Lord had provided for David 
through his men . I t was the same God in both instances . He 
works in us , and he works in the hearts of others to standby 
us when things are dark, and the future seems so uncertain . 
But whichever way we look , it is always to the Lord that the 
praise must be given . 
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ANOTHER OF DAVID ' S  SINS 
2 Samuel 24 

Intro : The story of David ' s  life in 1 and 2 Samuel actually 
does not come to its conclusion until 1 Kings 2 : 11 .  

But we have come in our studies to the last chapter of 2 
Samuel , and so we only have a chapter and eleven verses to go 
after our study this evening . 

Unfortunately this twenty-fourth chapter of 2 Samuel is 
another chapt:er dealing with the sin of David . It was a sin 
which cost the Israelites 70 , 000 lives . And yet, as we read 
this chapter , it seems like such a minor thing that David did 
for him and the Israelites to get such a severe judgment. 
What David did was to number the children of Israel , that is , 
he took a census , apparently to determine how many fighting 
men he had. 

Matthew Henry asked some important questions about this event 
in David ' s  life . These are his questions taken from Vol .  II , 
p .  570 : 

What harm was there in it? Did not Moses twice number the 
people without any crime? Does not political arithmetic 
come in among the other policies of a prince? Should not 
the shepherd know the number of his sheep? Does not the 
Son of David [referring to our Lord] know all  his own by 
name? Mi9ht not he make good use of this calculation? 

But there is another strange situation involving David ' s  sin.  
We are told that "the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Israel" in verse 1 ,  and that the Lord "moved David against 
them to say ,  Go, number Israel and Judah . "  Since , that is 
the case , was not the Lord , then, responsible for what David 
did? 

There are many things in Scripture which we may not be able 
to work out t:o our own satisfaction . This is one of them. 

This morning I told those who are in The Pastor ' s  Class that 
every major doctrine in ScriptlJre has its problems . By that 
I meant that for every major doctrine in Scripture there is a 
verse ,  or vel�ses , which seem to be in contradiction to it. 
And I suggest:ed at least two reasons why the Bible has been 
given to us in this way : 
1 )  The Lord wants us to read all of Scripture so that we can 

get the t:ruth about any doctrine from all of the 1Nord of 
God . 

2 )  The Lord wants us to recognize that we are dependent upon 
the Holy Spirit for our understanding of the Word of God .  

Matthew Henr}7 was looking at Scriptures which seemed to apply 
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to this situation in David ' s  life when he asked the question , 
"Did not Moses twice number the people without any crime?" 
It  would seem that Moses ' numbering of the people would mean 
that what David did was not a sin. 

And what about that statement in verse 1 of our chapter about 
the Lord moving David to number the people . Does this not 
place the blame for David ' s  sin at the Lord ' s  feet? 

Such a thought is abhorrent to a true believer . We know that 
God has never sinned , nor has He ever been responsible for 
the sin of any man. James stated this very c learly chapter 1 
of his epistle , and the latter part of verse 13 : "God cannot 
be tempted with evil , neither tempteth he any man. " �rhere
fore , although it appears that God was an accomplice , we know 
that He was not an accomplice . 

How, then, can we explain what happened? 

The paral lel chapter for our text is 1 Chron . 21 . This is 
the way that chapter begins , relating the same trouble in 
David ' s  life : 

.And Satan stood up against I srael , 
and provoked David to number I srael . 

The two passages , 2 Sam.  24 and 1 Chron. 21 , agree on one 
point : IT WAS ISRAEL THAT SOMEHOW HAD DISPLEASED GOD . And 
we can assurnE� that the Lord took His restraint away from 
David so that: David did not only what was in his heart, but 
he did that which would have dire consequences for a nation 
which had displeased the Lord . How I srael was sinning at 
this time , we are not told . But they were a people vrho 
deserved j udS)TI1ent, and this is how it came about . As a 
result, 70 , 000 of David ' s  fighting men died ! 

However , having said that , we have to realize also that 
things were not totally right in David ' s  heart . And so the 
Lord was deaHng with David along with his people although 
David may not: have been guilty of doing what his people were 
doing . David realized after he had ordered Joab to number 
the people tilat he had done the wrong thing , and he confessed 
his sin as tllough he were total ly to blame for the judgment 
that fol lowed . 

Now let me give you the divisions of this chapter so we can 
al l understillld the lessons that are here for us . 

The outline : 
I .  DAVID ' S  COMMAND TO NUMBER THE PEOPLE ( 2  Sam. 24 : 1-4 ) . 
I I .  JOAB ' S  HEIoUCTANT OBEDIENCE TO THE KING ( 2  Sam. 24 : 5-9 ) . 
III . DAVID ' S  CONFESSION OF SIN ( 2  Sam . 24 : 10 ) . 
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IV. THE JU�,MFNT OF GOD UPON ISRAEL , AND HIS MERCY ( 2  Sam. 
24 : 11-17 ) . 

V. DAVID ' S  FEloTOWSHIP WITH THE LORD RESTORED ( 2  Sam .. 24 : 18-
25)  • 

Let us look, first , at : 

I • DAVID ' S  CO TO NUMBER THE PEOPLE ( 2  Sam. 24 : 1-4 ) . 

We have seen that the Lord removed the His restraininq hand 
from David , and that David did what was in his heart. WHY? 

Many suggestions have been made . 

David was older at this time , and he knew that he would not 
be living too much longer . It may have been that he was 
glorying somewhat in his record as King and as a military 
leader . 

Some have pointed out that David had no specific instructions 
from the Lordl to number the people , and that before he seems 
to have been very careful to inquire of the Lord before he 
did anything . It is easy for any of us to do what appears to 
be right to us without seeking the leading of the Lord in 
prayer . 

Other reasons have been given , but I real ly don ' t  think that 
most of what I have read really deserve serious considera
tion. It appears to have the touch of pride upon it, pride 
in his accomplishments , as I have said , and possibly a feel
ing of self-confidence in the large army that he had. 

Possibly , and I say , possibly, pride was the problem that the 
children of I srael were guilty of . There is hardly illlything 
that is more distasteful to the Lord because , in one way or 
another , pride is involved in most of our sins , possibly all 
of them. 

Even when Joab tried to persuade King David to cal l  off the 
census , David , who by this time had little confidence in 
Joab , refusecl to listen to him. Let us listen to what people 
say to us , even though they may not even be saved . The Lord 
might be using them to warn us against doing the very thing 
that we are planning to do . 

I I .  JOAB ' S RELUCTANT OBEDIENCE TO THE KING ( 2  Sam. 24 : 5-9 )  . 

You wil l  see that the numbers in this chapter and in 1 Chron • 

21 are different. Here they total up 1 , 300 , 00 0 .  In 1 Chron. 
21 , 1 , 570 , 0001 . The two totals may corne from the fact that 
different people were included in the 2 Chron. 21 lisL 
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Whatever may be the correct explanation , it was a great army 
that King David had under his command . And they had been 
constantly victorious in the field of battle under the 
blessing of the Lord . 

Next we have : 

III . DAVID ' S  CONFESSION OF SIN ( 2  Sam . 24 : 10 ) . 

Sometimes we do not realize how sinful we are until we have 
, 

done something which we know has grieved the Lord. No one 
told David that he had sinned; his heart told him. The Lord 
has put this safeguard within us , and we need to pay 
attention to it before something bad takes place . 

The Apostle John was speaking of this when he wrote : 
And hereby we know that we are of the truth , 
and shall assure our hearts before him. 
For if our heart condemn us , 
God JLS greater than our heart, 
and knoweth all  things . 
Beloved , if our heart conderrm us not, 
then have we confidence toward God 
( 1  John 3 : 19-21 ) . 

In David ' s  confession , he not only confessed that he had done 
the wrong thing , but he sought cleansing from the Lord . This 
is true confession . It is only when we confess and forsake 
our sins that: we can expect to have the mercy of God poured 
out upon us . Cf . Prov . 28 : 13 , "He that covereth • • •  

II 

The nation, however , was to fal l  under the judgment of God . 

IV. THE JUrx:;MFNT OF GOD , AND HIS MERCY ( 2  Sam. 24 : 11-17 ) . 

Through the prophet, Gad, the Lord gave David three choices . 
Note what they were in verse 13 . 

A pestilence meant some terrible catastrophe , either like a 
plague , or an epidemic of some kind . 

David chose immediately to put himself in the hands of the 
Lord rather t:han in the hands of men--for one reason: II For 
his mercies ,ITe great. II  Although Habakkuk had not prayed his 
prayer found in chapter 3 of his prophecy , David was pleading 
as Habakkuk did , II  In wrath remember mercy" (Hab . 3 :  2 )  • 

We can see f]�om verse 17 in our text that whatever may have 
been the sin of Israel , David felt that his sin was far 
worse . And although David had already been under the 
judgment of God because of his sin with Bathsheba , yet he 
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prayed that he might get the punishment so that his people 
could be spared . 

It is good to notice passages like this so that we will be 
able to test the reality of our own confessions . We often 
hate the consequences of our sin , but we do not hate our sin.  

David ' s  experience also teaches us that things which can be 
rightly and properly the will  of God under certain circum
stances , can be sin in other circumstances .  It appears to me 
to be certain that pride was David ' s  problem. 

Now we come to the final section of the chapter . 

V. DAVID ' S  FEIJOWSHIP WITH THE WRD RESTORED ( 2  Sam. 24 : 18-
25 ) • 

In verse 10 David had prayed, as he confessed his sin, that 
his sin might. be taken away ! 

What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus ; 
What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus . 
o precious is that flow 
That makes me white as snow; 
No other fount I know, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus . 

The Apostle J"ohn expressed it this way: 

If we confess our sins , 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins , 
and to cleanse us from all  unrighteousness 
( 1  John 1 :  9 )  • 

But when David sinned, the blood of Jesus had not been shed. 
What could he do? He did what was always done in OT times . 
He offered sacrifices in faith which looked forward to that 
greater sacrifice of Christ, and so he was forgiven and 
c leansed by the same blood which purchased forgiveness and 
cleansing for all of our sins . 

I won ' t  go into the details of David ' s  sacrifice . But I want 
you to know that David was washed clean from his sin so that 
no spot, not even a stain, remained . 

Concl : David ' s  sins involving Bathsheba and her husband 
Uriah , were sins which disgraced him. There was 

nothing obvious ly disgraceful in the eyes of men about 
conducting a census . But all three events were sin in God ' s  
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sight, and all could only be cleansed by blood , the blood of 
Jesus Christ. 

What a warning this chapter contains for all  of us ! And 
perhaps it is the greatest warning for those of us who are 
well  along in our course . Let us be careful , extremely 
careful , that. we are doing the wil l  of GOO . Judge any 
evidence of pride when it first appears .  It  is the root sin,  
and , if not judged , will  lead us into other sins . 

It is wonderful to be cleansed after we have sinned, but it 
is far better not to have sinned . The possibility is always 
there , but the victory can be ours through Christ • 

• 
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THE DOWNFATJ, OF AN UPRISING 
1 Kings 1 

Intro : (Read the chapter . )  

David #44 

We need some background from Scripture in order to understand 
the situation here at the close of David ' s  life . 

I hope that you remember that David was king in Hebron over 
Judah for seven years before he became king over the whole 
nation of I srael . We learn from 2 Samuel 3 :  2-5 that during 
those seven Yl2ars in Hebron six sons were born to David , and 
each son had a different mother . We do not need to be 
concerned here about al l of them , just the first four . 

David ' s  first four sons were Amnon, Chileab , Absalom, and 
Adonij ah . We know as we come to 1 Kings 1 that Armon was 
dead . He was kil led by the servants of Absalom ,  his brother , 
because he had violated Absalom I s sister , Tamar . We don I t  
know anything about Chileab . This is the only time he is 
mentioned in Scripture . We also know that Absalom was dead , 
kil led after he rebel led against his father and tried to get 
the kingdom away from him. Adonijah is the one in this 
chapter who tried to get the throne for himself . He may have 
been the only surviving son of the first four . We carmot say 
for certain about Chileab . But, at any rate , Adonijah felt 
that the throne belonged to him. Why , we carmot say for 
sure . It  may have been a lust for power . 

But before we get to Adonijah ,  let us see what our chapter 
tells us about : 

1 .  KING DAVID , THE OLD MAN ( 1  Kings 1 :  1-4) • 

We are told in 2 Samuel 5 : 4  that David was thirty years old 
when he began to reign, and that he reigned for forty years . 
This meant that David was about 70 years old at this time . 
His strenuous military campaigns had taken their tol l  upon 
him physically , and so it is very likely that he was old for 
his age . AIE�xander Maclaren said that he was "a worn-out 
man II (Vol . 2 "  p .  151) . 

He did not seem to know what was going on in the kingdom. He 
did not know anything about the conspiracy of Adonijah and 
even his intE�rest in Bathsheba seems to have declined to the 
point where :Lt had practical ly disappeared . At this point in 
his life his main problem seems to have been how to stay 
warm. 

To remedy the physical problem David was having , his servants 

conducted a search throughout Israel to find a beautiful 
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young virgin who would take care of him . I am sure that we 
are talking about another wife . David already had many 
wives , but it may have been that none of them were capable of 
taking care of him . And so Abishag was brought to the king. 
She kept him \�arm , but was not actually a wife to him. There 
does not seem to be , even on David ' s  part, any concern. for 
the wil l  of God in this . The servants did that which was a 
source of grief to the Lord about David and many others in 
his day because of his many wives . 

There is no question but that David had lived a wonderful 
life , and tha·t he had seen more blessings during his life 
than he would have beerl able to count . In fact, he said so 
in Psalm 40 : 5 :  "Many , 0 Lord my God , are thy wonderful works 
which thou hast done , and thy thoughts • • •  " 

But the days of glory for David were past. He would soon be 
with the Lord . I t is hard to think of what he had been and 
to compare it with what he was then . What is the lesson for 
us in these first four verses? 

It tells us how temporary this life is . And it also t:ells us 
how we ought to make every moment that we have count for the 
Lord . When you are Y01.mg , time does not seem that important. 
But as we get older , we realize more and !fore how precious 
time is . And so we need to "redeem the time " and to do all 
that we can to glorify God .  David knew these things . These 
thought appear more than once in his Psalms . 

But let us go on to another point arising out of this 
chapter . 

II . DAVID ' S  FAMILY LIFE ( 1  Kings 1 : 5-21) . 

David had many wives , and many children--so many that he 
really did not have the time for any of them that he should 
have taken . It was a sin for David or anyone else in the OT 
to have more than one wife . And we have abundant evidence in 
Scripture that mUltiple wives and multiple children c:reated 
situations where there would eventually be trouble . It was 
hard to keep one from being jealous of another . The stories 
of Amnon and Absalom have already been recorded in the 
Scriptures , and they are tragic . They were the cause of much 
sorrow for David . As we corne to 1 Kings 1 we find that he 
was having trouble with his fourth son,  Adonijah .  And there 
is a c lear indication as to why Adonijah would inevitably 
cause David heartache . It is in verse 6 .  (Read . ) 

This means that what Adonijah wanted , Adonijah got . He knew 
nothing about: the chastening hand of David such as we were 
talking about: this morning in Hebrews 12 . The Lord had been 
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very gracious to David and to Adonij ah because it is stated 
in verse 5 of our text that Adonijah was " a  goodly man. " So 
in spite of the lack of training he had , he was the kind of a 
person everyone liked . But that was a snare to him. What 
may have been the main reason for doing what he did, we do 
not know. Bu-t we find that pride and selfish ambition can be 
lodged in the heart of even a good man , waiting only for the 
right opportw1ity to express itself . 

This ought to be a warning to every parent . Some children 
are always testing you to find out how far they can go . 
Others seem to be wil ling to do whatever you want , and so you 
are inclined -to let them go their own way . And then you are 
suddenly in for a big surprise . This is what happened to 
David . 

Let us realize that the best of children are still  sirmers at 
heart, and need discipline as much as anyone else . �Teryone 
needs discipline . We may be inclined to let up on our 
discipline as we get older . An older missionary told Lucil le 
and me while we were in Seminary , "Bad children are cute , but 
they are cute for such a short time that it is not worth it . "  
Whether it was that David was too busy , or that he was 
deceived by Adonijah ' s  goodness , or both , we do not blOW . 
But in David ' s  old age , when it was too late to do anything 
about Adonijah , Adonijah was to join the list with Amnon and 
Absalom in causing grief to his father when his father was 
old and declining in strength . 

Let me mention one more point about David : 

I I I . HIS ZEAL FOR THE LDRD AND HIS WILL ( 1  Kings 1 :  2 :3-4 0 )  • 

It was Nathan the prophet who found out about what Adonijah 
was doing , and who told Bathsheba . He suggested that 
Bathsheba go in to the king to tel l  him about Adonij�1 ,  and 
while she was in with the King , he would come to tell  the 
king the same story. 'rhey wanted to know one thing : Was 
Solomon supposed to be David ' s  successor , or was Adonijah? 
Who was to say? 

Our answer is not found in 2 Samuel ,  but in 1 Chronicles . 
Please turn to 1 Chron. 22 : 6-10 . (Read . ) 

David had been told before Solomon was born that he was to be 
the next kin9 of Israel . Solomon was God ' s  choice , and David 
knew it. And David was in ful l accord with the revelation 
that God had made to him. Therefore , the action of Adonijah 
was a c lear violation of the wil l  of God . Adonijah does not 
seem to have been concerned about God ' s  will .  He may have 
even been j ealous of Solomon, envious of his younger half-
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brother . And so he made preparations to take the throne of 
David for himself . 

David called his trusted servants : Zadok , the priest;: 
Nathan , the prophet; Benaiah, the soldier . He told them to 
get his mule , set Solor�n on it, and anoint him king. Then a 
trumpet was to be blown, and they were to shout, "God save 
king Solomon" ( 1  Kings 1 :  34)  • (Read also verse 35 . )  

Al l of this was done with great speed . The majority of the 
people were thankful to hear what King David had done " and 
they gave their ful l support . Look at the reaction of the 
people as it is described in verse 40 . 

I have no doubt but that David believed in the sovere:Lgnty of 
God . But he also believed that when the wil l  of God is being 
thwarted by rebel lious men, that we , trusting in the over
ruling hand of God , must do eve ing within our power to 
keep them from carrying out their purposes . And God , in His 
faithfulness , granted David and his men success . 

Doing the wil l  of God cal ls for courage . It may some1:imes , 
as in this instance , mean the undoing of something that has 
been done . But David had lived his life zealously doing the 
wil l  of God. Therefore , it was no trouble for him, even in 
his weakened physical condition, to fly into action to make 
sure that the right son was seated on the throne . 

May God give us that kind of fearless zeal today when we see 
so many thing s going on, even among the Lord ' s  people , which 
we know are contrary to the wil l  of God . 

One thing remains : 

IV. THE OOWI:\[FAIJ, OF AOONIJAH AND THE GRACE OF SOlDMON 
( 1  Kings 1 : 4 1-53 ) . 

Adonij ah ' s  fol lowers vanished as soon as they heard w.hat King 
David had done lest they be accused of treason. The uprising 
which seemed certain to succeed was suddenly over . The short 
lived glory of Adonijah was suddenly turned into shame . We 
see in Adonijl ah where pride wil l  get you. 

Those of you who have read the book of Proverbs know that 
Solomon had much to say about pride ! His own brothers ,  
Amnon , Absalom, and Adonij ah ,  were object lessons which 
il lustrated t:he truth of what he had to say .  

Remember , for example , Provo 16 : 8 ,  "Pride goeth . • .  " He also 
wrote in Prov. 11 : 2 ,  "When pride cometh, then cometh shame : 
but with the lowly is wisdom. " 
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On the other hand we have a verse which describes Solomon 
although it was not written for 1 , 000 years or more after 
Solomon lived . I am referring to what the Apostle Pet:er 
wrote in 1 Pe-t . 5 : 6 , 

Humble yourselves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God, 
that he may exalt you in due time . 

It is significant that Solomon was not the one who tried to 
stop Adonijah . He did not rush in to tell  his mother or his 
father what was going on. He sllrely knew, probably as soon 
as Zadok, the priest , did. But Solomon was content to leave 
those affairs in the Lord ' s  hands , and the Lord did not 
disappoint him. 

So it is not surprising that Solomon did not take Adonijah ' s  
life immediately. He extended grace to him when Adonij ah 
deserved to die , and was afraid that he would die ! 

Conc l :  You can see that there are many wonderful lessons to 
be found in a chapter like this . May the Lord help 

us to remember what we have seen, and to trust Him as we 
should. 



-------------------------------------------------------------------, 

TBC -- 6 / 14 / 9 2  p . m. 

DAVID ' S  PARTING WORDS 
1 Kings 2 : 1-11 

David #45 

Intro : The report of the closing days of David I s life in 1 
Chronicles is must different from the report given in 

1 Kings 2 .  'I�he report in 1 Chronicles occupies seven 
chapters ;  the report in 1 Kings , only eleven verses . 

The account in 1 Chronicles has to do with the Levites and 
priests , military matters ,  tribal affairs f governmental 
leaders , the preparations that David had made for the 
building of t:he Temple , and finally David ' s  words to all the 
people of Israel concerning the reign of his son , Solomon. 

The account in 1 Kings 2 gives us a brief word , but a very 
important summary of what David told his son,  Solomon, about 
how his son should live , and then the king ' s advice to 
Solomon concerning Joab , the sons of Barzillai , and ShimeL 

The outline of these eleven verses is very clear : 
1 )  David ' s  charge to Solomon (vv . 1-4 ) . 
2 )  David ' s  commands concerning certain people (vv. 5-9 ) . :  

a) Joab (vv. 5 ,  6 ) . 
b )  The sons of Barzil lai (v . 7 ) . 
c)  Shimei (vv . 8 ,  9 ) . 

3 )  David ' s  death and the record of his reign (vv. 10 , 11) . 

Let us begin , then, with : 

I .  DAVID ' S  CHARGE TO SOIDMON ( 1  Kings 2 :  1-4 ) . 

Two things sitand out in verse 1 .  First, it is clear that 
even the besit of men must die . The people of God are not 
spared from death. David had lived a ful l life , but he knew 
that his time to die had come . His description of i t� was , "I  
go the way of all  flesh . " The Hebrew would bear the transla
tion, " I  am walking in it" (Henry , M .  , I I ,  585) . For a child 
of God , it is the way which leads into the presence of God .  
David had written earlier , 

Yea , though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will  fear no evil : 
for thou art with me . . .  

In Psalm 16 : 11 David had written , 
Thou wilt shew me the path of life : 
in thy pn�sence is fulness of j oy ;  
at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore . 

And in Psalm 17 : 15 we read that David said , 
As for me , I wil l  behold thy face in righteousness : 
I shall be satisfied when I awake , 
with thy likeness .  
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These verses reveal a tremendous knowledge of truth concern
ing life after death for a child of God . I am sure that 
David was not. anxious to die , but he knew that he had come to 
that time in his life , that it was the Lord ' s  time fo]::- him to 
go . And so he could console himself with the fact that the 
life to come was better , that he was about to see the Lord, 
not in his sin, but clothed in the righteousness of his 
Redeemer , and. that he would be completely satisfied ! 

There was no evidence of panic in David ' s  words . He was at 
complete peace about his approaching death . He did not even 
try to play upon the sympathies of Solomon , nor did he try to 
console Solomon. David ' s  concern was for Solomon and how he 
could be assulred of the blessing of the Lord upon his reign. 
It is the mark of a true man of God that, when the time comes 
for him to die , he is more concerned about the continuation 
of the Lord ' s  blessing upon his family and his people than he 
is about himself . 

And that is t;he second thing that we see in David ' s  words . 
He wanted to see the Lord ' s  blessing continue upon Solomon , 
and upon the people of Israel . For one certain way to see 
the Lord ' s  blessing was to deal with the spiritual life of 
their leader . 

We should not:e that David did not just give Solomon some 
advice; he gave Solomon a charge . This was a divine 
commission Wflich was binding upon him because of the :position 
which he was to hold . Cf . Paul ' s  charge to Timothy in 2 Tim. 
4 :  1 , 2 .  Those who are leaders in the work of the Lord do not 
choose their own way; they are under orders to do the will of 
God . 

In examining David ' s  charge to Solomon we can see : 
1 )  That Solomon ' s  primary concern was himself , his ow'll rela

tionship with the Lord , to be strong , and to behave as a 
man , a man of God . 

2 )  That he could only become and remain strong by faithfully 
walking in the ways of the Lord . 

3 )  That he must pay attention to all of the Word of God 
( statutes , commandments , judgments , testimonies ) . Solomon 

had not right to pick and choose , but he was under a 
divine order to obey all of the Word of God . And, 
according to verse 4 Solomon ' s  obedience must be with all 

-

of his heart, and with all of his soul . 

This was Solomon ' s  responsibility . David knew that the Lord 
would be faii:hful to His promise . Although Solomon did not 
obey the Lord perfectly, yet the books of Proverbs , 
Ecclesiastes , and the Song of Solomon show how deeply he 
learned to drink of the truth of the Word of God . And like 
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his father , he became one of God ' s  instruments for giving the 
Word of the Lord to Israel and to the world . 

How wonderful it would be if there were more fathers like 
David ! Next Sunday is Father ' s  Day . The first four verses 
of 1 Kings 2 would be an excellent text for Father ' s  Day . 

But let us go on . The second thing that David did was to 
give Solomon : 

I I .  DAVID ' S  COMMANDS CONCERNING CERTAIN PEOPLE ( 1  Kings 2 :  5-
9 )  • 

It had to do with Joab, who was David ' s  nephew and who had 
been the leader of his army . The second had to do with the 
sons of Barzillai who had shown such loyalty to David during 
Absalom ' s  revolt. The third man that David mentioned who had 
cursed David, throwing stones at him , when David was leaving 
Jerusalem in flight from Absalom . 

A .  Joab ( 1  Kings 2 : 5 , 6 ) . 

Joab was a murderer two times . David had been very patient 
with him, but. it was apparent at the time of David ' s  death 
that Joab had not repented . And there was a strong likeli
hood that he would be a maj or obstac le standing in Solomon ' s  
way and opposing Solomon ' s  desire to do the wil l  of God .  
Joab was a man of unconcealed ambition, who knew nothing of 
the ways of the Lord, and who did not know the Lord . He was 
to die even though he was an old man and many years had gone 
by since he had cornrni tted those crimes . Time does no·t erase 
our sins ; only the blood of our Redeemer can do that. There 
is no evidence that Joab ever turned to the Lord . 

B .  The sons of Barzillai ( 1  Kings 2 : 7 ) . 

We probably can assume that Barzillai was dead by this time . 
He was an old man when he helped David . But the Lord would 
not let David forget what he had done . And by his good works 
Barzil lai brought blessings years later into the lives of his 
sons . Verse 7 is another good Father ' s  Day text . Barzillai 
had helped to feed David ' s  hungry men, and so his sons were 
never, according to David ' s  words in this verse, to lack for 
anything to eat. They were to be fed at King Solomon ' s  
table . This was good , and shows that often the Lord rewards 
our families because we have sought to please Him. 

Barzillai is not mentioned again, either in 1 Kings , nor in 1 
or 2 Chronicles . But we can be sure that Solomon did what 
his father wcmted him to do . No honor on earth could have 
been greater for the sons of Barzillai . 
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C .  Shimei . 

David had spared Shimei ' s  life when Shimei came to him after 
the death of Absalom saying , II I have sinned . 1I See 2 Sam. 
19 : 20 .  But evidently it had become apparent through the 
years that Shimei had not changed . He was still the same 
unregenerate man, and it would have been only a matter of 
time and he would have treated Solomon the way he had treated 
David . And so David ordered his death. 

Judgment came quickly for both Joab and Shimei , as wel l  as 
for Adonijah who had tried to take the throne away from 
Solomon. Before chapter 2 ends , all  three of these m=n were 
put to death , and Abiathar was put out of the priesthood 
because he had taken sides with Adonijah .  

We need to recognize that as much as we would like to see the 
hearts of all men changed , that is not going to be . And what 
a warning it should be that all of these men had such a 
personal relationship with David , and yet their hearts were 
not changed . Eventually j udgment fell  upon them. 

And now we come to the last point : 

I I I . DAVID ' S  DEATH AND THE RECORD OF HIS REIGN ( 1  Kings 
2 : 10 , 11) . 

David ' s  life was over . His course was finished , and he had 
run a good race . 

But the thing that impresses me about these two verses is 
that they are a testimony to the faithfulness of God . David 
had failed tile Lord on occasion, but the Lord had never 
failed David .. The Lord had Samuel anoint David as King of 
Israel , and tnen all of the power of Saul stood in the way of 
his becoming king . And yet he became king . And even in 
spite of the opposition of Absalom and the many wars in which 
David was involved , David remained king ! And he stayed as 
King until h:Ls race was finished . 

Concl :  However , the best is yet to be . The Lord chose David 
to be in the line of those who would lead down to the Lord 
Jesus Christ., Who was David ' s  Son according to the flesh . 
And, although the world pays no attention to Biblical 
prophecy and the plan of God , yet we all know that the day is 
coming when our Lord , the Son of David , will reign forever as 
King of kings , and Lord of lords . And so let us close Ollr 
studies in the life of David remembering the faitllfulness of 
David ' s  God, and give all of the honor and praise to Him, and 
to our Savior , the Lord Jesus Christ. 


