
PROPITIATION -- Scripture passages: 

Romans 3:25: "Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through 
faith:in his blood, to declare hIs- rig-hteo-usnes- . for the 
remission _ _  of the sins that are l'ft.sJ:,_ t_hJ"_()t1g1LJ;he forbeaJ:"a_rlC:.e _ _  
of God." 

Concerning this translation Vine says (III, 224), 

" • • •  the R.V. text and punctuation in this verse are important: 
'whom God set forth to be a propitiation, through -f'aith, by-His 

blood.' The phrase 'by His blood' is to be taken in immediate 
connection with 'pr()pitiation.' Christ, through His expiatory 
death, is the Personal means by whom God shows the mercy of His 
justifying grace to the- sfnne-i-who believes. His 'blood' - sfands 
f_or the voluntary giving up of_RLs life, by th_e _s_h_eJl_ding .0Lllis 
blood inexpiatory sacrifice, under Divine judgment righteously 
due to us as s-inner-s, - - faith - -boeing the sole con-dition on manls 
part." 

Hebrews 2:17: "Wherefore, in all things it behooved him to be made 
like his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful 
high. priest in things pertaining to -God,--to _ make_I".econ­
ciliation (lit., propitiation) for the sins of the people." 

Hebrews 8:12: "For I will be merciful_ to their unrighteousness, and 
their sins . . •  wiTf -r- remembe- r- - no more." 

Hebrews 9:5: "And over it the cherubim of glory shadowing the mercy seat; 
of which we cann&t now speak particu-1-a-r-l-y." 

Thi s ve r se e s tab 1 i she-s--a- C-on-frect'1-o-n-b-etwe- en- " the mer c y - s-e-at·" . -o-n- th-e - -ar k 
of the covenant and the doctrine of propitiation • .  Als.o the word used 
here in the Greek text is the same word used in E:x:�-i5:T8, 19, 20, 
21, 22 in the LXX • 

. 1 John 2:2: "And he is-the - p·)Cop-iti-ation for our- -s- in-s-; -and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world." 

1 John 4: 10: "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 

Luke 18:13-:' "And -the tax collector, standing-afar -oTf " would'-not: lift 
up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his 
br-east,' 'say"ing, God be rner- cfiful to me a sinner.1I 

See Dr. Chafer's comments in Vol. III, Pl'. 95, 96. 
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"It is never used of any act whereby "'an brings God into a 
favor·able attitude or gracious drs·position, It ia God who is 
proj)gJated by .the vindication of His holy and_righteous 
character, whereby, through the provision He has made in the 
vicarious_ and expiatory sacrifice of Christ, He has so dealt 
with sin that He can shew mercy to the believing sinner in 
the remova1· of-his guilt and the remission···of· ·his sins"· 
(III, 223). 
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, U Wh en red em-pot -i-on-,- - -w h-i-c-h-i-s�- -t·owar-d--s-in;- -·-re c-onci.-l- i-a"t-t-on-, -whi.-c-h -1-8--­
toward man, and propitiation, which is toward God -- all wrought 
by Christ in His death -- are considered in their spec:ific·retafion 
to the unsaved and these th�_ee __ ?�_� _c_9JI}_QJj} __ �t<;LJ.jJ.J;Q _ _ on� __ _ ctQ�_t.rine _ _  Q_r 
body of truth, they together form what is properly termed the 
finished work of Christ" (III, 96, of Chafer's Theology). 

"This perfection of the satisfaction of Christ, as already remarked, 
is not due to hisrnving suffered either in kind or in degree what 
the sinner would have been requiI"ed�o -endm,.e;--bu-t---p""iHcipa-ll-y--�o 
the infinite dignity of his person. • •  This is what the Apostle 

-clear-ty teaches in Hebrews ix. 13, 14: 'For if the blood of bulls 
and of goats • • •  sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh; how 
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through (or with) an eternal 
Spirit offeredhimselfwithou_t. spot to .. God, purg.e your _ c_onscience 
from dead works to serve the living God?' The superior efficacy of 
the- sacr-i-f-ic-e - of- -Ghr-icst--ics -t-hu-s- -rererred- - -t-o Lhe- - inf-ini tely superior 



dignity of his person. 
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"It follows from the perfection of Christ's satisfaction that it 
supersedes and renders impossible all other satisfactions for sin" 
(Hodge, Vol. II, pp. 483, 484). 


