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CAN JEWS STILL BE SAVED? 
Romans 11:1-6 

Intro: let me briefly review for you the message of the book 
of Romans so as to help us all to see what Paul was 

doing in the six verses we will be considering today. 

In the first eight chapters we have the most thorough treat
ment of the doctrine of salvation to be found anyplace in the 
Bible. Paul began by showing our need for salvation because 
of our sin. And then he carefully led us through the great 
doctrines of justification, sanctification, and glorifica
tion. In justification we have our present position before 
God, fully accepted, freely forgiven, and all because of what 
Christ has done for us in His death on the Cross. In sancti
fication we see our present condition before God, not per
fect, but being perfected through the work of the Holy Spir
it. In glorification we our present expectation of what we 
will be when the work of salvation is corrpleted in us. We 
will be like Christ. In the words of Rom. 8 : 29 we are pre
destinated "to be conformed to the image of his Son." 

Paul began all of this by saying in chapter 1, verse 16, that 
the Gospel is God I S power unto salvation to everyone who 
believes, "to the Jew first, and also to the Greek," or 
Gentile. 

Hcwever, when we get to chapters 9, 10, and 11, the second 
main division of the epistle, we see that the history of 
Israel shows that there was generally a failure on the part 
of the Jews to understand that salvation is by grace and by 
faith. And so there was an increasing errphasis after the 
death of Christ to get the Gospel to the Gentiles -- and this 
had been especially fruitful. There is no question but that 
in or times God was working primarily with the Jews, and only 
in a secondary way with the Gentiles. But in NT times it 
seems to have been reversed -- to the Gentiles prirrarily, and 
cnly in a secondary way to the Jews. Even Paul had been 
commissioned by God to carry the Gospel to the Gentiles. And 
yet at the beginning of Romans 9 ,  and again at the beginning 
of Romans 10, Paul expressed his great desire and burden to 
see his people come to the Lord. Paul has left no doubt as 
he made his way through these great truths that God had 
intended from the very first to save both Jews and Gentiles. 
And yet, after reviewing how Israel had not only misinterpre
ted the Law by making it a way of salvation, but they had a 
record of stoning the prophets who had been raised up by God 
to take the Gospel to them. We have seen how the great 
prophet Isaiah lamented the fact that so few had believed his 
preaching. 
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All of this, then, raised the question with which Paul began 
Romans 11. 

I. THE QUESTION (Rom. 11:la). 

Here is the question: "Hath God cast away his people?" By 
"his people" Paul meant the people of Israel. And by casting 
CMay he meant, 
His 

BEING SAVED! 

And so this is a very important question because it will 
greatly affect the missionary outreach of the Church. There 
is no need to witness to Jewish people if God has decided 
that He is no longer going to save any of them. 

Perhaps we can understand it if God has closed the door on 
the Jews. Official Judaism had practically to the man op
posed the Lord Jesus in His earthly ministry. They wanted to 
kill Him long before they were able to secure His crucifixion 
by Rome. They did everything possible to discourage any Jew 
from trusting in Christ. Those who even appeared to be 
sympathetic with the Lord were put out of the synagogue. And 
after the resurrection and ascension of Christ the attitude 
of official Judaism remained the same. 

Philip experienced this at the hands of the Jews, and they 
stoned him to death. And it is interesting that Philip used 
this very verb two times in the message he gave just before 
he was killed. The first time he used it is in Acts 7:27 
when he was telling about how Moses tried to negotiate be
tween the two Israelites who were fighting with each other. 
The one who had done the wrong "thrust him [Moses] away" and 
refused to let Moses do anything. In fact, he wanted to know 
if Moses intended to kill him as he had killed the Egyptian 
the day before. 

Later on in that same message Philip was speaking of how the 
Israelites had rejected Moses while they were on the way from 
Egypt to Canaan. And Philip said this according to Acts 
7:39: 

To whom our fathers would not obey, 
but thrust him from t:bem, 
and in their hearts turned back again into Egypt. 

They in their hearts had cast Moses away. They wanted to 
have nothing more to do with him. Is this what God has done 
to Israel?, Paul was asking. 
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And so there was a great deal of evidence to show that God 
had every right to close the door forever against the salva
tion of any Jew. Therefore, the question is, "Hath God cast 
&Nay his people?" We need an official, authoritative answer 
to this crucial question, a question which an apostle needs 
to answer. 

Let us see how Paul answered that question. 

II. THE ANSWER (Rom. 11:1m). 

Paul's answer was very brief, but very strong, and very 
clear. It took him just two words to answer it in Greek, and 
our translators have given us just two words in English. The 
words, as you can see are, "God forbid." 

I have discussed the expression with you before in our stud
ies in Romans, but let me go over this again. This is the 
ninth time out of ten times that Paul used this expression in 
Romans. Cf. 3:4, 6, 31; 6:2, 15; 7:7, 13; 9:14; 11:1, 11. 
Paul used this expression once in 1 Corinthians and twice in 
Galatians, and he is the only one to use it in the NT .  
Actually Paul did not use God's name . The expression in 
Greek lit. means, Let it not be! Or, May it not bel It is a 
powerful negative. It would be the equivalent of our, No! 
Absolutely not! Arndt and Gingrich, in their Greek Lexicon, 
suggest that translations, "By no means, far from it. " 

The words not only answer the questions in a strong way so as 
to suggest that such a thing would be impossible, but also 
amazement that anyone would ask the question. And yet quite 
obviously Paul had heard this question many times. It was 
sad that such a question would be asked because behind it was 
probably a feeling of revenge against the Jews. The idea 
would be that Israel rejected God, and so God has rejected 
Israel, and we are glad He has! 

But God has not rejected Israel! Of course, we need to take 
the Gospel to the Jews! And , of course, Jews not only can be 
saved, but they will be saved. The history of Israel in her 
relationship with God has not been a good one, but we should 
forever dismiss from our minds that God will have no further 
dealings with the Jews. 

And then Paul proceeded to give four proofs that God contin
ues to minister to Jews, and to save them • 

. �. III. THE PROOFS OF PAUL'S ANSWER (Rom. 11:lb-6). 

Please keep in mind that the six verses of our text for today 
do not give the full list of proofs contained in the chapter, 
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but, because of our limited time, I am only going as far as 
verse 6. Next Sunday, the Lord willing, we will go on in the 
chapter, and the Sundays after that until we get to the end 
of chapter 11, and then we will have Paul's full answer. 

But what are the three proofs that he gave here. 

A. Proof #1 (vv. lb, 2a): the salvation of Paul 
himself. 

If God had cast away the Jews, then Saul of Tarsus would 
never have become the Apcstle Paul. He would still have been 
a hater of the Lord Jesus and a hater of all who loved the 
Lord Jesus. Saul had not been seeking salvation when he met 
the Lord on the road to Damascus, but the Lord was seeking 
Him. He did not want the Lord, but the Lord wanted him. And 
the Lord found him, and subdued him, and transformed him, so 
that he afterwards loved the Lord Jesus as much (or more) 
than he had hated the Lord before. 

In 1 Timothy 1:16 Paul told Timothy that God had saved him as 
an example of the longsuffering of God in order to give hope 
to others. God manifested his grace in two ways in saving 
the Apcstle Paul: 
1) Because he was a Jew. 
2) Because he was a great sinner. 

So Paul himself was proof that God was still saving Jews. 
And so was Peter and James and John and all of the apcstles. 
And so was every Jew from Jerusalem to Rome who knew the Lord 
Jesus Christ as his or her Savior. If God had cast them 
away, none of them would have been saved. 

And then you can see Paul's statement backing this up at the 
beginning of verse 2, and leading on to Paul's second proof: 
"God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew." 

As bad as Israel's history has been, Paul was indicating here 
that you and I will never understand the work of God until we 
get our eyes off of people, and get them on the Lord. If you 
look just at Israel, God had countless times when He could 
have cast Israel away. And the same is true of the Gentiles. 
But let us not look at the Jews or the Gentiles for a moment; 
let us look at God! And when we do, we look at Him through 
this statement: "God hath not cast away his people which he 
foreknew. " 

- Now, if your memory serves you right, you will remember that 
we had this word back in Romans 8, and verse 29, where Paul 
spcke of those (in verse 28) as those who were called accord
ing to God's purpcse as being foreknown. And then Paul 
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followed that with a series of very important words in verses 
29 and 30 : 
1) Foreknown. 
2) Predestinated. 
3) Called. 
4) Justified. 
5) Glorified. 

Now let us think of that word "foreknow" because Paul uses 
that to trace the origin of our salvation. 

The word very clearly means to know beforehand that something 
is going to take place. And if you know the truth about God 
you know that He is omniscient, that He has all knowledge, 
that He knows the end from the beginning -- and so we have no 
problem with that. 

But the word has a stronger meaning than that in Scripture 
when we relate it to God. He knows things beforehand because 
He has ordained what is to be. And in Scripture the fore
knowledge of God has to do with His own sovereign choice of 
those who are to be saved, or what we know as the doctrine of 
election (when we are speaking of salvation). 

And so what Paul was saying here is that God is not going to 
change His mind concerning His people, those whom He has 
ordained, chosen, for salvation, and in this sense has fore
known them. 

So we come to another divine attribute, or characteristic. 
Not only is God omniscient, but He is illll\Utable, unchanging. 
And we can also add another attribute: He is omnipotent, 
meaning that He is all-powerful, and able to do what He has 
ordained from before time began. 

This is where we have to start with salvation. We start with 
God. The people who have trouble with election have that 
trouble because they are looking at salvation from man's 
perspective, not God's. And the people who think that God 
changes, or that He cannot do what He intends to do, or that 
people can lose His salvation once He has saved them, are 
people who need to look at salvation from God's perspective. 

And so Paul said, "God hath not cast away his people which He 
foreknew," meaning, He has not, He will not, He cannot! What 
blessed truth this is! God has laid out His plan. He is 
carrying out what He planned to do. And under no circum
stances will He ever revise His plan -- concerning "His 
people. " 

Now in the two cases of proof which follow Paul gave help so 
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that we would understand what is meant by "His people." Does 
it mean every Israelite, or does it have some other meaning? 

B. Proof *2 (vv. 2b-4): from the life of Elijah. 

I think that most of you know the story about Elijah and the 
contest he had with the four hundred and fifty prophets of 
Baal. It is recorded in 1 Kings 18. God answered by fire, 
and not only was Elijah's sacrifice consumed, but also the 
wood and the stones, and all of the water he had poured on 
his sacrifice was "licked up." After this had the prophets 
of Baal taken down to be brook Kishon, and they were all 
killed there. 

When Jezebel, the wicked queen of Israel, heard what Elijah 
had done, she sent a message to him saying that she would 
kill him by the same time the next day. This caused Elijah 
to fall into a great depression, and this is when he said 
what is recorded here in Rom. 11:3. (Read.) 

How did God answer him? See Rom. 11:4. (Read.) 

You see, God was doing a work in Israel about which the 
prophet Elijah knew nothing. He thought that he was the only 
true child of God left, but the Lord told him about 7, 000 of 
the Lord's people who were just as faithful as he was! 
OUtwardly things looks very bad spiritually, but God was at 
work fulfilling His own will -- and there was nothing that 
Jezebel or Ahab or anyone else could do to stop it. 

Now let us follow the Apostle as we move from verse 4 to 
verses 5 and 6, and we have our third proof: 

C. Proof *3 (vv. 5, 6) -- from the doctrine of 
election. 

Let us keep in mind as we read this that the Apostle Paul was 
not speaking as I am speaking to you today. I am simply 
trying to explain what he wrote, but he was writing by divine 
inspiration. The Holy Spirit was guiding him so that he 
would speak (or write) the truth, and do it without error! 

However, without detracting in the least from the conditions 
under which this epistle was written, let me hasten to say 
that Paul could have written these verses also knowing what 
he knew about the eternal sovereign purposes of God in elec
tion. 

Here is what he said: God had an elect people then, not 
every Israelite, but "a remnant" within the nation, and that 
is true of every generation of Jewish people. And one big 
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reason that God will not go back on His purposes is because 
it was not based upon their works, but upon the grace of God . 

And Paul very carefully explained here in these two verses 
that it cannot be both by works and grace, and if it is by 
one, then it cannot be by the other. Grace can't be works, 
and works cannot be grace. If it were dependent upon works, 
then we would expect to see God casting away His people. But 
because it is based upon the grace of God , then the people 
whom He has chosen, however unworthy they might be (like the 
Apostle Paul), they will most certainly be saved, kept, 
sanctified, and ultimately glorified. 

Concl: As far as I know I am not speaking to a single Jewish 
person today. Perhaps some Jewish people will hear 

this message on our radio broadcast. I hope so. But I am 
speaking to Gentiles. Jewish people are certainly welcome to 
attend our church, but I am not aware that we have any. 

But since I am speaking to Gentiles, let me say that the same 
truths apply to us, and can give us the same kind of comfort 
that they gave to Jewish believers in Paul's day. Yes, God 
is still saving Jewish people. And, yes, He is still saving 
Gentiles. When we look at the situation today as far as the 
Lord's work is concerned, we see a lot of activity and big 
churches, but we wonder often how much is going on. It seems 
that the number of people who want to do the Lord's will, and 
who want to learn more about the Word of God , and who go to 
church for the Christian fellowship they will find there, not 
to be entertained, are growing less and less in number. We, 
too, like Elijah, can feel very, very lonely. But what about 
God? What is He doing? He is doing what He has always been 
doing, calling His elect people to Himself. And if the 
shades were lifted so that we could really see what God is 
doing even in our day, we would be greatly encouraged, and 
find ourselves praising the Lord with all of our hearts! 

What we need to do to keep from getting discouraged is to get 
our eyes on God, remember Who He is, remember how powerful He 
is, how wise He is, how unchanging He is. He has not said 
anyplace in His Word that He ever intended to save everyone. 
But we do read that He has sovereignly chosen those who are 
to be saved, and they are being saved! Not one of His chosen 
ones will be missing when we get to glory! 

So let us take heart and believe God . And let us do what we 
are supposed to be doing, living for the Lord, and telling 
everyone who will listen to us about the marvelous grace of 
God and His willingness to save all who come to Him through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Even today His work is right 
on track, and so be encouraged, and serve Him until He comes. 
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GOD'S INFINITE WISIXM 
Romans 11: 7-12 

Romans #62 

Intro: As we come closer to the close of this second main 
section of the book of Romans, we have many things 

which are difficult for us to understand. One reason for 
this is that God's ways and our ways are entirely different. 
we cannot interpret the doctrine of salvation according to 
human wisdom. Probably most of us have been taught in our 
earlier years that salvation is a provision that God has made 
for all, and that even He doesn't really know who is going to 
accept or reject it. And then we run into the doctrine of 
election in the book of Romans, and we really don't know what 
to do with it. And so we either ignore it, or make it apply 
to something other than salvation, or make it dependent upon 
God's knowledge of what each person would do when he is 
presented with the Gospel. And yet we keep running into that 
doctrine of election which tells us that anyone's salvation 
is ultimately dependent upon whether or not he has been 
chosen by God. And so many do not know what to do with this 
truth, and would rather leave it alone than to try to under
stand it. 

Let us leave the problems connected with it for the moment, 
and go to the end of chapter 11. I think it will help all of 
us to see how Paul concluded his words in Romans 9, 10, and 
11. It may be, and probably is, that his words express his 
amazement at the whole truth of salvation. And so he con
cluded this part (chapters 9-11, and possibly 1-11), before 
re got into the practical section, with a heart full of 
worship and praise to God for God's great and glorious work 
of salvation. 

lDok at the last four verses of this chapter, verses 33-36, 
and listen as I read as I read them to you. (Read.) 

Now you have to remember that for many years, perhaps more 
than thirty, Paul was a part of that nation which steadfastly 
refused to believe that salvation was by grace. They refused 
to believe that salvation was for the Gentiles unless the 
Gentiles were willing to beome Jewish in their beliefs and 
practices. We have plenty of evidence that they insisted en 
Sabbath observances. The Jews believed that no Gentile mna 
could be saved unless unless he submitted to circumcision. 
Read the Gospels and you will see that to the Jews salvation 
was a reward given by God for good works. Most of them knew 
rothing about the grace of God \\hich would open the door of 
salvation to the Gentiles just as wide as it was open to tre 
Jews. They believed in election, all right. But they be
lieVed that election had to do with God's choice of Israel, 
and that it included all of them unless a Jew would willingly 
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turn his back on the nation. To be cast out of the synagogue 
_s the equivalent of being eternally damned, and that possi
bility was feared by most devote Jews. 

But in these last four verses Paul was declaring in so many 
words that salvation is not at all what he had formerly 
thought that it was. He had absolutely no argument with God 
or the truths that he had been writing about. God had opened 
his eyes, and he had seen that salvation had originated with 
God, and that God had every right to do what He wanted to do 
about salvation. Paul could only marvel at it. He even 
confessed that there were aspects about salvation that he did 
rot and could not fully understand. But he was willing to 
accept what God had revealed in or times and in NT times as 
the truth, and it left him overwhelmed with adoring wonder at 
the grace of God in salvation. 

So, as we go through the verses which we have this morning, 
let us remember that God's Word is true, and that God is 
right -- always right! JInj we can be sure that we have 
understood what Paul has written in these first eleven chaIr 
ters of Romans if those chapters leave us feeling like Paul 
felt as he finished writing them. 

NaN having seen where the truth led the Apostle Paul, let us 
turn to our text, chapter 11, verses 7 through 12. And the 
first thing we see is: 

I. ISRAEL'S FAILURE TO BE SAVED (Rom. 11:7). 

Paul was not speaking of every Jew without exception. Many 
Jews had been saved. He had been saved. But, for the most 
part, the nation had not found what she was looking for. She 
was looking for acceptance with God, but she had not found 
it. You never do have peace that way. 

Why had she not found what she was looking after? Paul told 
us in the last four verses of chapter 9. Let me read those 
to you, starting with verse 30. (Read.) 

The Gentiles who had been saved had found salvation because 
they sought it by faith. They realized that salvation is not 
something that we earn by doing something, or lots of some
things, for God. They knew that salvation is a work that God 
does for us, and in usl And so the Gentiles were finding 
what the Jews were looking for, but could not find • 

.. ,,- But ncrw our text for today takes us a step beyond that of the 
salvation of the Gentiles. Paul has told us here in Rom. 
11:7 that there were Jews who were saved, who found accep
tance with God, but they were the elect. They were those 
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Jews who had been chosen by God to be saved. "And the rest 
were blinded." 

The word translated "were blinded" is a word which means to 
be covered with a thick skin, or to be callused. This meant 
that they lost their power to understand. God did this to 
them. 

An illustration of a callused heart can be seen in those 
words which our Lord spoke from the Cross when He said, 
"Father, forgive them; fm" they kDDIiI not 1Ilhat they do- (Luke 
23: 34) • 

Still another exanple is found in Paul's first letter to the 
church at Corinth. Listen to what he wrote in 1 Cor. 2: 7 and 
8: 

But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, 
even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained 
before the world unto our glory: 
� none of the princes of this world knew: 
far: bad they kncim it. 
they lIOlld not have cmcified the Lard of glary. 

Now as difficult as it may be for us to understand this, yet 
let me say that God hardened their hearts, and yet held them 
responsible for their actions. It should help us to under
stand this when we see those who rejected Christ doing what 
they wanted to do, and there was no way that anyone was going 
to change their minds. 

What Peter said in his memorable message on the Day of Pente
cost in Acts 2 fits into all of this. Here is what he said, 
and his words are recorded in Acts 2:22 and 23: 

Ye men of Israel, hear these words; 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you 
by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him 
in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 
Him, being deliverd by the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain. 

Some of the people who heard Peter say these words were saved 
that day; others were not. But notice that Peter said what 
God did before he referred to what they did. (Explain.) And 
so we can see that just because a person appears to be 
hardened at a certain time in his or her life, it doesn't 
mean that they will always be hardened. But we never know. 

However, I want you to notice the words at the end of verse 8 
which really belong with verse 7: the words, "unto this 
day. " It was true in or times. It was true when Paul wrote 



Rom. 11:7-12 (4) 

Romans. And has been true ever since down to the present 
day. The great obstacle to the preaching of the Gospel and 
the salvation of sinners is the hardness of men's hearts. 
God hardens whom he will, and He opens the hearts of those 
whom He intends to save. If He didn't open hearts, nobody 
would be saved. 

At this point Paul did again what we have seen him do repeat
edly in Romans: He proved what he was teaching by referring 
to certain or Scriptures. Let us call this: 

II. THE TESTIMONIES OF ISAIAH AND DAVID (Rom. 11: 8-10). 

Although David lived before Isaiah, Paul referred to Isaiah 
first, and then to David. But it is important to see that 
there is perfect agreement between the two . David lives 
about one thousand years before Christ, and Isaiah came along 
about three hundred years after Isaiah. 

A. The testimony of Isaiah (Rom. 11:8). 

This was probably a quotation from Isa. 29:10 (but see vv. 9-
14, with possibly a hint of what we read in Isa. 6: 9-13. 

People had eyes, but they could not see. They had ears, but 
they could not hear. They had minds, but they could not 
understand. God had shut their eyes and closed their ears 
and had rendered their minds unable to understand. And yet 
notice that that there would be " a  tenth" (probably not to be 
taken as an actual percentage), and this was the elect, the 
remnant who would be saved. 

These words of judgment are harsh words, but we must not 
reject them just because we can't fully understand what the 
Apostle was saying. We need to accept even what we cannot 
understand just because it is the Word of God . That is what 
opens the door for understanding the Word. 

But now let us look at: 

B. The tesimony of David (Rom. 11:9, 10) . 

This quotation is from Psa. 69:22, 23. 

Haven't you been shocked as you have read David's words in 
Psalm 69? I can assure you that I have. And yet the Holy 
Spirit directed Paul to quote from this Psalm as evidence of 
what God does in hardening the hearts of those who have not 
been chosen. And it is evident that Paul agreed with Isaiah 
and with David. 
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The reference to "their table" is probably capable of being 
interpreted in two ways: 
1) David was probably referring to those times when the Jews 

observed their feast days, but their minds and hearts 
were so blinded that they could not understand the sig
nificance of them. 

2) We know that it was customary of many of the Jews, while 
keeping up with their own feast days, would participate 
in the feastings of those who worshipped heathen deities. 
And so it seems that David was praying that their idola
try would only cause their blindness, their hardness, 
their callousness, to intensify. 

This is what the Bible has become to many: "a snare, and a 
trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompense unto them." The 
same thing can be said about the Lord's Supper, and about 
baptism. They can read the Bible, and yet never see the 
truth. They observe the Lord's Supper, and repeated the 
right words, but the truth completely passes them by. And 
baptism so often has become the way of salvation rather than 
a picture of it. 

nA snare- speaks of the kind of a trap which catches birds 
suddently and unexpectedly (Thayer, p. 472). The ntrap- was 
used to catch wild animals, and destroy them (Thayer, p. 
290). The -stumblingblock- was that which would cause them 
to fall into deeper sin, and thus they would face greater 
judgment. This is spoken of in Rom. 9:32, 33 as a reference 
to Christ. -A reoliIEllCle- is that which a person is paid 
back for what he has done. 

David also prayed that their eyes would continue to be blind
ed, and that God would "bow down their back alway." This 
meant that they would continue to experience the bondage, the 
slavery to sin toward which their carnal ways were leading 
them. 

This is strong language for all of us. We can't say that 
this belonged to OT times, but that it is not for today. 
Paul quoted it here in the NT book of Romans. It ought to 
make us realize what a terrible thing it is to reject the 
truth and to resist the Lord. It also emphasizes the holi
ness of God, a theme which we hear far too little about in 
our day. Just because God has not taken steps against people 
every time they sin, does not mean that He will not once 
again most in terrible judgments. We have warnings in the 
floods, the earthquakes, AIDS, which have fallen upon our 
nation, and more is certain to come when we turn our backs 
upon God . A man is a fool who tries to work against God , and 
many people are doing that very thing today whose doom is 
absolutely certain. 
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But now in the last two verses of our text, verses 11 and 12, 
we begin to see why Paul said what he did in 11: 33.  Here we 
see GOD'S INFINITE WISDOM. 

III. GOD'S INFINITE WISDOM (Rom. 11:11, 12). 

we have been thinking in verses 7 through 10 about God's 
wrath upon the wicked, upon the non-elect. It is a wrath 
which we all deserve, but, in the providence of God, a great 
host of people, chosen by God who will, or have chose, 
Christ, will be saved. 

But just as there was great jealousy in the hearts of the 
Jews t<Mard the Gentiles, and the Jews did not want to see 
the Gentiles blessed with salvation, so God has been very, 
very wise in what He has done? 

Paul's question here is, "Have they stumbled that they should 
fall?" That is, speaking about the whole nation, is God 
finished with the nation Israel so that we can no longer 
expect God to save any Jews? You can tell that this is a 
return to the question we had at the beginning of the chap
ter. (Read verse 1.) 

Or we could state the question this way: "Has God gotten so 
tired of the Jews and their sins that He has left them and is 
n<M saving only Gentiles? 

Paul gives his familiar and astonished answer to this ques
tion: "God forbid." Instead of deserting Israel, one of 
God's reasons for turning to the Gentiles is to provoke 
jealously in the hearts of the Jews so that they will turn to 
the Lord and be saved. It is the plan of God that when the 
Jews see that the Gentiles are saved, not by trying to keep 
the Law, but by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, they, too, 
will believe in the Lord and obtain that by faith which they 
never did obtain by the works of the Law. 

But what about the Gentiles? If God is using His work among 
the Gentiles to bring the elect of Israel to Himself, then 
what is going to happen to the Gentiles as more and more Jews 
are saved? 

The Gentiles have nothing to worry about. If the Lord turned 
to the Gentiles when the Jews fell by their rejection of 
Christ, then when the Jews turn to Christ it will mean even 
greater blessing for the Gentiles! 

Do you see in this GOD'S INFINITE WISOOM? He works in such a 
way that both Jews and Gentiles, the elect in both groups, 
will ultimately experience the fulness of God's blessing in 
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salvation. 

Concl: I see a great lesson in this. There is always a 
tendency for us to believe that God' s blessing upon 

someone else is going to take something away from us. Jews 
can be jealous of Gentiles, and Gentiles can be jealous of 
Jews. One church can be jealous of another church. Or 
Christians can be jealous of each other. But our passage 
teaches us today that instead of taking blessing away from us 
when God blesses someone else, it will only result in greater 
blessing for us as well as for them. 

This is one of the wonderful ways of the wrd. If one member 
of the body suffers, the whole body suffers. But if one 
member of the body is blessed, the blessing is shared by all. 

So the Jews had nothing to fear from God' s work with the 
Gentiles. God was simply using that to make them turn back 
to the wrd so that He could give them all greater blessing, 
even the fulness of our salvation. 

We can experience this now in many wonderful ways, but we 
will understand it more fully when the wrd comes and we all 
experience to the full what it means that we are saved. 
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GRACE AND MORE GRACE 
Romans 11: 11-15 

ROIl\3Ils #63 

Intro: Anyone who reads Romans 9, 10, and 1 1  will see, if 
they did not know it before, that the history of 

Israel has not been a good history. They were blessed as no 
single nation has ever been blessed. Look at what Paul wrote 
about them in Rom. 9:4, 5. Old Testament history, especially 
from Genesis 12 on, is a histOJ:y of God's dealing with the 
Jews. The patriarchs were Jewish. The prophets were Jewish. 
The Scriptures were revealed by Goo to the Jews, and written 
by the Jews. On the one hand we see the amazing faithfulness 
of God, and, on the other, a just as amazing unfaithfulness 
of the Jews. 

And so, as Paul was writing Romans, he anticipated questions 
from his readers at different intervals throughout this 
section. One question seemed to be especially reasonable. 
It was a question to which we might expect an affirmative 
answer; that is, a yes! You find this question in verse 1 of 
chapter 11: "Hath Goo cast away his people?" That is, is He 
through with Israel? Has He gotten so disgusted with Israel 
after all that He has done for them, that He wants nothing 
more to do with them? Has He cast them away? 

W'il come to that same questioo. at the beginning of our text 
for tcday: "Have they stunbled that they Should fall?" The 
NIV translates this giving the correct idea: "Did they 
stunble so as to fall beyond recovery?" 

Thayer, in his Greek dictionary, or lexicon, says that this 
word means to cease, to come to an end, to disappear, to 
perish -- and that with eternal significance. And so the 
question would mean, Has God's patience become so exhausted 
and so exasperated with Israel that they are going to dis
appear as a nation and be lost forever as far as Goo is 
concerned. Have the Jews used up all of the grace that there 
is for them? 

'Ihis is a good question, and you can see by reading the OT, 
and then the Gospels, that from the circumstances alone, God 
would be justified if He had nothing more to do with them. 
And the crucifixion of Christ would then have sealed their 
doom. 

Hc:M are we going to answer that question? It was answered 
once in verses 1 and 2a, but Paul evidently felt that it 
cught to be answered again. It still seems impossible that 
there could be any hope left for any Jew to be saved. 

I'm indebted to Matthew Henry for a wonderful suggestion 
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which he made at this point as we come to the same answer 
here that the Apostle Paul gave in verse 1, the answer which 
he has given to several questions he raised. The answer is, 
"God forbid," let it not be. It is that Greek expression 
which means that Paul was horrified and dumbfounded that 
anyone would as such a question. Why did he feel this way? 
Matthew Henry said, and I am sure that he was right, that we 
have here another instance of: 

I. THE APOSTLE'S JEAIDUSY FOR THE GWRY OF GOD (Rom. 
l1:l1a) • 

If God were like we are, the answer would be yes! Human 
patience would have been exhausted long before the birth of 
Christ. But God is not like we are. He is God, a righteous 
God, an infinitely wise God, a good God, a faithful God. He 
dces not allow man to overrule Him. He knew when He called 
Abraham that He was not getting any great prize. And yet He 
gave promise after promise to Israel that was not conditioned 
upon their faithfulness to Him. He corrmitted Himself to 
Abraham unconditionally! Many of their blessings were condi
tioned upon their obedience, but not their relationship to 
God. 

Paul was actually summarizing God's relationship with His 
people, whether they be Jews or Gentiles, when he wrote to 
Timothy those wonderful words in 2 Tim. 2: 13: 

If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: 
he cannot deny himself. 

The writer of Hebrews stated it this way in Heb. 10:23: 
Let us hold fast the profession of our faith 
without wavering (for he is faithful that promised) • 

For God to abide faithful means that He is going to stand by 
His promises regardless of what we do. And so Paul was 
saying, in effect, that God cannot be God if He is not going 
to have anything more to do with Israel. When you see all 
that God did for Israel, and then see all that Israel did 
against God, and then see that God has not cast away His 
people in that nation, the only thing that you can possibly 
say is, � a truly great Gal, Gal is!!!-

And yet, can '  t we say the same thing about God in His deal
ings with us? Those of you who are like I am, getting up in 
years, don't you marvel at God's grace with you? It is no 
\\Under that Jeremiah said in the midst of his Lamentations, 

It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, 
tec:FnJSe his conpassi C"W'&S fail noI:. 
They are new every morning: gnoat is t:by faithfulness. 

And the longer we know the Lord, and the older we get, the 
greater the faithfulness of God appears to be! 
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And so Paul's answer means that he was never going to agree 
with anything that raised any questions about the perfect 
character of God. How wonderful it would be if we were all 
like that! 

Back in Romans 3 Paul was discussing the unbelief of the 
Jews, and he said this: 

For what if some did not believe? 
shall their unbelief make the faith of God 
without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, 
but every man a liar (Rom. 3:3, 4a). 

Many feel that the expression, "the faith of God," in these 
verses, should be the faithfulness of God. Even when we give 
God all kinds of reasons for letting us perish, His faithful
ness always prevails. This ought to make us love Him more, 
and to seek by His grace to be more faithful to Him. 

But we still need to deal with the reason behind Israel's 
fall. If God is sovereign (and He is), and therefore could 
have prevented Israel's fall, then why did He not prevent it? 
What did He expect to accomplish through their tragic fall? 

Here we have a tremendous example of: 

II. THE AMAZING WISIXlM OF GOD (Rom. 11:1lb, 12). 

This was not something that happened by chance. While the 
Jews were fully responsible for their rebellion against the 
Lord, and their rejection of Christ, yet that did not defeat 
God. He knew from the very beginning how He was going to use 
Israel's failure. 

He was going to use it in two ways: 
1) To bring salvation to the Gentiles. 
2) To provoke the people of Israel to jealousy so that many 

of them would turn to the Lord. 
In this way God's purposes for both Jews and Gentiles would 
be fulfilled. And so, instead of being defeated by Israel's 
rejection, God used it to do what He had said from the begin
ning that He would do. 

Cf. Gen . 12:1-3, and then see Paul's interpretation of verse 
3 in Gal. 3:8. 

You can see this emphasis on salvation for the Gentiles all 
through the QT. It is in the prophets; it is in the Psalms. 
You see it in the salvation of Rahab and her family. You see 
it in the salvation of Naaman the Syrian. You see it in the 
preaching of Jonah in Nineveh. But it is not until after the 
resurrection and ascension of Christ that the emphasis shift
ed in preaching of the Gospel from the Jews to the Gentiles. 
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On Paul's first missionary journey, he and Barnabas had 
gotten to Antioch in Pisidia, and they went to the synagogue 
to preach the Gospel to the Jews. The Jews of the city 
rejected Paul and Barnabas, but the Gentiles wanted to hear 
the Word. And when the opposition of the Jews increased, 
Paul and Barnabas said to the Jews the words we find in Acts 
13: 46-49. (Read. ) 

Arrl then the Jews ran them out of town. 

But this started the mighty movement of the Spirit of God 
which we read about in the book of Acts, a movement arrong the 
Gentiles which has continued to this very hour. 

But now I want you to see how Paul described what it meant to 
the Gentiles as they were being saved. Look at verse 12 in 
our text, and you will see the word "riches" twice. (Read.) 
Paul spoke of "the riches of the world" and "the riches of 
the Gentiles," two ways of saying the same thing. 

He was speaking of spiritual riches! Cf. 2 Cor. 8:9, "For ye 
know the grace . • •  " 

How are we as the people of Goo rich? We are rich in the 
forgiveness of our sins. We are rich because of our accep
tance with God . We are rich with eternal life. We have 
every spiritual blessing in Christ. Before we were without 
Christ, without God , and without hope. And all of this did 
not cost us a penny! It is the free gift of God . We are 
rich, rich, rich! Rich because of Christ, and rich in 
Christ. 

But now we must ask, "If we have gotten rich through Israel's 
fall, but then God turns again to the Jews, what is going to 
happen to our riches?" Then jealousy begins to take over in 
our hearts, and so we say, "If we got our spiritual riches 
through Israel's fall, then let's do everything that we can 
to keep them down! Don't give the Gospel to them because we 
might lose what we have. After all, isn't there only so much 
to go around, and if God gives riches to the Jews, won't it 
mean that He will have to take something away from us?" 

That's the way we would normally think . But Paul said that 
is according to man's wisdom, not Goo's. God in His wisdom 
says that if we got rich through Israel's fall, we will have 
even greater blessing through "their fulness." 

What does this tell us? 

It tells us how infinitely rich our Savior is. When someone 
else is saved, whether Jew or Gentile, we don't lose any-
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thing! In fact, all of the people of God gain. There is no 
way that anyone can calculate the riches of Christ! 

Can you begin to see why, although Paul was commissioned to 
carry the Gospel to the Gentiles, he had such a burden for 
the Jews -- which he expressed at the beginning of chapter 9, 
and again at the beginning of chapter 10? The salvation of 
every Jew meant even greater blessing for the Gentiles. This 
also helps us to understand why David wrote in Psalm 122:6, 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
they shall prosper that love thee. 

But now we come to the last point in these five verses. It 
has to do with: 

III. THE MINISTRY OF PAUL (Rom. 11:13-15) .  

After the Lord struck down Saul of Tarsus on the road to 
Damascus, and blinded him, he was led by the hand into the 
city. And after three days without sight or anything to eat 
or drink, the Lord sent Ananias, a believer, to see Saul 
after telling him this: 

Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, 
to bear my nane before the Gentiles, and kings , 
and the children of ISfileI (Acts 9:15). 

Later when Paul had returned to Jerusalem, he was defending 
himself before the Jews, and they listened to him until he 
told how the Lord had told him to get out of Jerusalem be
cause, as the Lord said, "I will send thee far hence unto the 
Gentiles" (Acts 22:21). After that there was a great uproar 
as the people shouted, took off their clothes, threw dust in 
the air, and shouted, 

Away with such a fellow from the earth: 
for it is not fit that he should live (Acts 22:22) .  

So you have a very strange situation. Paul's life was in 
danger from the Jews wherever he went, but he preached to the 
Gentiles, which made the Jews jealous, and God had assured 
him that this would make some Jews jealous so that they would 
turn to the Lord, and this would result in greater blessing 
for the Gentiles, not less blessing! 

He didn't expect to save a large number of Jews, but he did 
expect to see "some" saved. 

In fact, this was Paul's expectation even among the Gentiles 
-- not many, but "some." And yet, in the providence of God , 

he did see many saved. 

Doesn't this verse remind you of that passage in 1 Cor. 9, 
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verses 19-22, where you read these words: 
For though I be free from all men, 
yet have I made myself servant unto all, 
that I might gain the more. 
And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, 
that I might gain the Jews; 
to them that are under the law, as under the law, 
that I might gain them that are under the law: 
To them that are without law, as without law, 
(being not without law to God, 

but under the law to Christ,) 
that I might gain them that are without law. 
To the weak became I as weak, 
that I might gain the weak: 
I am made all things to all men, 
that I might by all EaDS save SC»IE. 

And what was one great reason for his motivation even though 
his life was in danger everywhere he went? Because he longed 
to see "life from the dead." This meant blessing, great 
blessing for those who were being saved, and even greater 
blessing for those who had been saved than they had experi
enced before. 

Paul's Whole ministry can be explained in those four words in 
verse 13: "I magnify mine office.· No man could possibly 
have been more satisfied, yes, even delighted, with his 
calling from God, than Paul was. Although he had been a 
Gentile hater before he was saved, now he had devoted his 
whole life to fulfilling the calling that he had received 
from God. He knew that winning Gentiles could result in 
winning Jews, and that his was a work of bringing to both 
groups the glorious, the priceless, riches of salvation. 

Concl: The leaders of the world are frantically looking for 
a solution to the problems of the world. Our Presi

dent seems to think that it can be bought as government gets 
bigger and bigger with more and more money to spend. Differ
ent people have different ideas, but hardly anyone is talking 
about the right answer. Our big problem is that spiritually 
we are paupers; we are spiritually bankrupt and in rags. 
What is needed is for people's hearts to be changed so that 
their lives can be changed. What we need is not to be con
cerned about what makes people happy, but about what is 
pleasing to God. That can only start and be carried on 
through the Gospel. People need to hear that there is such a 
thing as sin and a holy God in heaven Who judges sin. And 
the only way for sinners to be changed is through the Gospel. 
Let us ask God for the grace to magnify our calling that it 
may be the burden of our hearts so to live and to preach 
Christ that we, too, might "save some." 
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GENTILES, BEWARE! 
Romans 11:16-24 

Intro: As I have pointed out to you repeatedly, from the 
beginning of chapter 9 on, we see Paul's great con

cern for the people of Israel. Even though he was commis
sioned by our Lord to carry the Gospel to the Gentile, no one 
could possibly have had a greater burden for the salvation of 
Jewish people than the Apostle Paul did. He declared at the 
beginning of chapter 9 that he was willing to give up his own 
salvation if only his Jewish brethren could be saved. 

However, Paul's ministry to the Gentiles was one of the major 
reasons he was hated with such intensity by the Jews. It 
seemed to them that to seek the blessing of Gentiles amounted 
to being a traitor to Israel. And so, we should recognize 
that, in a very real sense, Paul was defending his ministry 
to the Gentiles, not as being against Israel, but ultimately 
resulting in Israel's restoration and greater blessing. We 
saw in my last message that God's ministry to the Gentiles 
had been specifically designed to provoke the Jews to jealou
sy, and so cause them to return to the Lord. 

Look at 11: 12. (Read. ) And then look at verse 15. (Read.) 
Paul himself had every reason to be thankful for the way the 
Lord had turned to the Gentiles because this had even been a 
factor in his own salvation. As I sought to bring out in my 
previous message, even today we need never fear when God sees 
fit to bless someone else. It never takes anything away from 
us. Instead, it means greater blessing for all of the people 
of God. Another person's blessing means blessing for you and 
for me, blessings which we could not have in any other way. 

Hc1Never, we can see as we come to our text for today that 
Paul was issuing a warning to the Gentiles. I t is true that 
the Lord's work at that time was undergoing a great change, a 
change which even many Jewish believers were not prepared to 
a::cept. That change was the way in which the Gospel was 
being preached to the Gentiles, and, as a result, the way in 
Yktich many Gentiles were turning to the Lord. Nothing in Old 
Testament times could compare with what was taking place 
after the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. He Who had 
begun His ministry by telling His disciples, "Go not into the 
Yay of the Gentiles, and into any of the cities of the Samar 
itans enter ye not. But go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel" (Matt. 10:5, 6), concluded His ministry by 
saying, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
<?Very creature" (Mark 16: 15) • 

And we could add to these words the corman d  that the Lord 
gave to His people in Acts 1:8 when He said, "Ye shall be 
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witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem [that was all right] , and 
in Judaea [that was still all right] ,  and in Samaria [that 
was not all right] , and unto the uttermost part of the earth" 
[that could not have been worse as far as most Jewish people 
in that day were concerned] . Unbelieving Jews hated Christ, 
but they did not want to share God with anyone. But, as I 
have said, it was hard for Jews who had come to Christ to 
believe that Gentiles could be saved without in sorre way 
submitting to the Law. Paul did not agree with that, but he 
did find it necessary to show that his ministry to the Gen
tiles did not rrean that he believed that God was finished 
with the Jews. 

As � come to verse 16 in Romans 11 , I agree with Robert 
Haldane who, in his excellent comrrentary on the book of Ro
rrans, said that he believed that in verse 16 of Romans 11 we 
have Paul's third argument in which he was seeking to prove

that God has not cast away His people, I srael.  

His first argurrent was, in  Rom. 11: 1 ,  2a was that he himself 
had been saved, which would not have been possible if God had 
cast away His people. 

His second argurrent was that God has always had "a remnant 
according to the election of graoe" (Rom. 11: 5 ) . That was 
true in Elijah's day. It was true in Paul ' s  day. And it is 
true in 1994 , in our day. Even in the OT was do not see 
people were being saved because they were Jewish. Sorre Jews 
were saved; some Jews were not saved. I n  OT times, and even 
through the ministry of our Lord, God ' s  work was primarily 
with the Jews. But our Lord Himself had changed that. As a 
result, there was trerrendous fruit among the Gentiles. And 
the Lord ' s  ministry primarily, but not exclusively, to the 
Gentiles, continues to the present day. 

God does not change His purpose in election. Not all Gen
tiles are being saved now, but His elect among the Gentiles 
are being saved. And in OT times God had His elect among the 
Gentiles who were being saved. Not all Jews were saved in OT 
tirres, but the elect were. And in NT tirres God also has an 
elect people among the Jews even though His work among the 
Jews is not as prominent as it was in OT tirres. But it is 
all the outworking of God's plan resulting in the salvation 
of Jews and Gentiles. 

\'hat was Paul's third argurrent to show that God has not 
finished His work with the Jews, that there is still a future 
for Israel? Look with rre at Rom .  11 : 16 .  

1 .  THE THIRD ARGUMENT (Rom. 11 : 16 , 17) . 
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Be sure to notice that Paul used the word "holy" three times 
in this verse. The message of this chapter would seem to 
indicate that Paul was using this word in its basic meaning, 
that which is set apart. It is practically a synonym for 
election. And it would seem that Paul was going back to the 
very foundation, or root, of God's dealing with Israel. That 
had to be with Abraham. Abraham was the father of the nation 
of Israel, and the promises given to him find their fulfill
ment not only in him, but also in his seed -- here mentioned 
with reference to the elect in Israel. 

Abraham was "the firstfruit" set apart for God and for salva
tion. He is also referred to as "the root" of the tree. 
"The lump" has reference to a lump of dough made from "the 
firstfruit" of grain. Since "the firstfruit" is set apart 
for God, we can be sure that what comes from "the firstfruit" 
is also "holy," or set apart from God. The same can be said 
of the tree, and that part of the illustration is that which 
Paul carries on through the rest of the chapter (at least to 
verse 24) . 

God set apart Abraham for salvation, and all of his seed -
not all of his natural seed, but those of his descendants who 
were, like he was, chosen of God. 

Some of the natural branches were "broken off. " Notice that 
the verb does not suggest that the branches broke themselves 
off, but that they were broken of by someone else. That 
"someone else" was, of course, GOD! And this is what had 
happened following Israel's rejection of Christ. Not all 
were broken off because it was God's purpose to save some. 
The Apostle Paul is an example of a branch which was not 
broken off. 

Being broken off does not mean that some were saved, and then 
they lost their salvation. He is speaking of the nation 
generally, what had happened to Israel as a nation. The 
branches were broken off in the sense that God was no longer 
dealing with the nation Israel as He had before. 

In Israel's place the wild branches were grafted in. This is 
what had happened to the Gentiles. The Gospel was sent to 
them . And they were given the privilege of partaking of "the 
root and fatness of the olive tree. " They were brought into 
the place of prominence in God ' s  dealings with the people of 
the world, and a ministry to the Gentiles began which had 
never been the case before. 

I like that expression: Paul was saying that "with them, "  
i. e. , with the elect of Israel, the Gentiles were made par
takers of "the root" (Abraham and the promise of salvation 
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given to him, "and the fatness, " the abundance of the salva
tion that God has promised to those who trust in the Savior. 

It seems to me that Paul wants us to think in terms of what 
\.Ie might call the Jewish world and the Gentile world. God' s  
plan from the beginning has been that at a certain time He 
would turn from dealing with the Jews as He had, and turn to 
the Gentiles. And this is what had happened, this was going 
on, as Paul wrote Romans . And this continues to the present 
hour. We are in "the times of the Gentiles" (Luke 21:24). 
The Gospel has been going out to the Gentile world. A pre
dominantly Gentile Church has been spreading the Gospel . And 
the whole world has benefitted from what God has done. In 
our own country we have had blessings innumerable which have 
affected all of our lives , even those who have not believed, 
and they have come because of the preaching of the Gospel and 
the influence of the Gospel upon Arrerican life. Other Gen
tile countries have benefitted in the same way. But it is 
for this very reason that the Gentile world faces its great
est danger and the removal of blessings we have taken for 
granted. 

And so this led Paul to issue : 

II. A MOST SOLEMN WARNING (Rom. 11:18-21). 

It is stated at least three times in these verses : 
1) In verse 18: "Boast not against the branches. "  
2) In verse 20b: "Be not highminded, but fear . "  
3) In verse 21: "For if God spared not the natural branch

es , take heed lest he also spare not thee. "  

Let us look closely at what Paul said. 

First, "Boast not against the branches , "  L e . , the natural 
branches .  The warning is issued to the Gentiles, and it has 
to do with their attitude toward the Jews. 

We all know that a person who boasts is a bragger. A boaster 
is a proud person. And there are two ways that we can boast, 
and they are both bad! 

We can boast just by telling pecple how good we are, and how 
many great things we have done. We can boast about our 
abilities . In this kind of boasting a person will not be 
concerned about others , but mainly about himself. 

But there is another kind of boasting when we exalt ourselves 
by putting others down. Have you noticed that this is very 
prominent today in advertizing? The people who make Wheaties 
not only tell you how good their cereal is , but how much 
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better it is than Corn Flakes ! Sprint not only tells you 
about the services that they offer , but they tell you that 
they are much better than AT&T. Now I ' m not taking sides 
with any company, but I will say that when conpetitors begin 
to pick on a certain conpany or product, I am inclined to 
feel that it is the inferior trying to bring down the superi
or. 

This was the kind of boasting that Paul was speaking about in 
verse 18. He was warning the Gentiles not to think that God 
was dealing with them because they were better than the Jews. 
Instead of rejoicing in the goodness of God to them, the 
Gentiles were inclined to think that God was dealing with 
them because they were better than the Jews. 

And in verse 18 Paul went on to tell the Gentiles that if 
they felt this way, then they were indicating that instead of 
being supported by the promises given to Abraham, they were 
making themselves the root, that salvation was to be found in 
them! 

Therefore, they felt justified in saying, "The branches were 
broken off , that I might be grafted in. "  (By the way, g-r-a
f-f is the Old English spelling for the word graft. ) 

Pride is a terrible thing, and it gets us into all kinds of 
difficul ty • Pride has been responsible for a lot of bad 
theology. we forget that we are saved by grace. We forget 
how really sinful we are. We forget that we would not be 
able to believe unless God gave us faith. And it somehow 
makes us feel better to be able to say that God got rid of 
somebody else so He could take me. 

In verse 20 Paul was willing to admit that Israel had been 
broken off , but it was because of their unbelief . But he 
quickly added that they, the Gentiles, only had their place 
of favor with God, not because they were Gentiles, but by 
faith, God-given faith. 

And so he issued the warning again: "Be not highminded, but 
fear. 11 

The only other time that Paul used this verb, to be highmind
ed, was in 1 Tim. 6 : 17 where he warned the rich not to trust 
in their "uncertain riches . "  And so the word means to boast 
in what we have that other people don' t  have, or in ways that 
we are better than other people. 

So instead of thinking that God had turned to them because 
they were better than the Jews , the Gentiles were to realize 
that they had nothing in them that looked good to God, and 



Rom. 11: 16-24 (6)  

they ought to "fear" God, worship Him, praise Him, do every
thing that they could to please Him, remembering all the 
while that they were just as unworthy of salvation as any Jew 
ever was. 

Pride has been called the root sin. I t  was pride which got 
the Devil into trouble. Pride was involved in Eve ' s  sin, and 
then in Adam's sin. Pride is somehow involved in every sin 
which we commit. 

And then Paul concluded his warning in verse 21. (Read. ) 

The verb, "take heed, "  is not in the original text. We could 
translated the last part of this verse, neither will He spare 
thee, or, He may not spare thee. This is where I got my 
subject, GENTILES, BEWARE! This is practically a prophecy of 
what would eventually happen because the Gentiles would have 
no better record than the Jews. 

Look at what is happening in the Gentile world today. Or 
even look at what is going on in the professing church today. 
We are not paying any attention to God, or to His Word. 
People are doing what they want to do; they don ' t  even give a 
thought to what is pleasing or displeasing to God. We are 
killing our unborn children. We violate the marriage rela
tionship. We lie and cheat in government and in business and 
in personal affairs. We are a covetous people, interested 
mainly in having a good time and getting all of the material 
things that we possibly can. The Bible is not read. People 
are not going to church like they used to. The Gentile world 
is ready to be cut off. If God did not spare the natural 
branches, what makes us think that He will spare us when we 
have done what the Jews did, and in many cases, even worse? 

But we can be thankful that the Apostle Paul did not leave us 
at verse 21. Look at what we have in verses 22-24 . let Ire 
call it: 

III. THE DIVINE PROVISION FOR OUR HUMILITY (Rom. 11: 22-24). 

We all struggle with pride, and we are all inclined to com
pare our performance with others, provided it is going to put 
us in a good light. But the cure for pride is to be found in 
keeping our eyes upon God. 

Nobody really begins to understand God unless they see that 
He has a severe side as well as a loving and kind side. This 
is another way of saying that God is righteous, but He is 
also good and kind. 

Why has I srael been cut off? Primarily because as a nation 
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they did not "continue in his goodness, " which means that 
they quit trying to please Him. And so they faced His judg
ment . 

Why has God turned to the Gentiles? Because He is a good and 
kind and loving and gracious God. It is not because Gentiles 
are better than Jews; in their hearts they are both the same, 
sinners deserving of the worst from God. And what happened 
to the Jews needs to be a lesson to the Gentiles because if 
they live like the Jews lived, the same thing will happen to 
them that happened to the Jews. 

What an impact this should make upon us, helping us to under
stand that there is nothing more important that we have to do 
than to please God. On the other hand, there is nothing 
worse that we can do than to ignore God or deliberately do 
that which is displeasing to Him. 

But the goodness of God leads us to see another thing about 
God. It is this: If the Jews repent and turn to the LDrd, 
the LDrd is able to graft them in again. And this is exactly 
what is going to happen . There is a glorious future ahead 
for the people of Israel, the elect of Israel. God is not 
going to fail them . He will keep His promises to them. How 
thankful we can all be for the power of God, meeting us in 
our weakness and rebellion, changing our hearts, making us 
what He wants us to be. 

Concl : How careful we should all be about our relationship 
with God! How the very thoughts of pride should 

alarm us, and cause us to flee to the LDrd, hurrbling our
selves before Him, beseeching Him to keep us reminded that we 
are only sinners saved by grace, and cOITq?letely unworthy of 
the least of His favors. Let us spend our days looking at 
God, learning of Him, and seeking with all of our powers to 
do only those things that will please and glorify Him. 

But let us remember one other thing: the power of God in 
restoring those who have turned away from Him. 

When we get into the practical section of Romans, starting 
with chapter 12, we are going to come to a verse in chapter 
14, verse 4, which is connected with what we have seen in 
chapter 11 today. Let me read it for you as I close: 

Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? 
to his own master he standeth or falleth. 
Yea, he shall be holden up: 
for God is able to make him stand. 

May God keep us faithful, and may God give us hearts of 
compassion for all who are in spiritual need. 
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THE UNVEILIN3 OF GOD ' S  PLAN 
Ranans 11:25-29 

Romans # 65 

Intro : The truth which Paul discussed in Romans 9, 10, and 
11 is very important doctrinally, prophetically, and , 

ultimately, an exaltation of the glory of God! This is 
brought out in the last verse of chapter 11. (Read. ) 

We have seen that from Abraham on down God had indicated in 
His Word that He had a glorious future for His people, a 
future which included not only Jews but Gentiles as wel l .  
And for approximately 2, 000 year God saw fit to deal primari
ly with the Jews -- ministering naN and then to some Gen
tiles , but mainly to the Jews. 

However , when the ministry of our Lord on earth was complet
ed, and He had returned to heaven, the ministry of the Church 
was mainly a ministry to Gentiles -- and yet not completing 
excluding the Jews . At this point the question which Paul 
was seeking to answer was :  Is there a future for Israel , or 
has God completed His work with them, only saving a few here 
and there'? In the light of the history of I srael , God would 
certainly have been justified in forgetting I srael IF HE HAD 
ONLY BEEN DEALING WITH THEM CliI THE BASIS OF THEIR WRKS ! But 
God has never dealt with people primarily on the basis of 
works. Salvation has never been by works , but always by 
grace . And so we have seen here in Romans 11 that Paul has 
proven conclusively that God is not finished with the Jews ! 
And, as we are going to see today, the reason we know that 
God is not through dealing with the Jews is because of the 
promises in His Word . The Jews failed the Lord time and time 
again, but God ' s  Word stands . The Gentiles are right now 
failing the Lord just as badly as the Jews did, but God ' s  
W::>rd stands for them , too. And behind the salvation of both 
Jews and Gentiles is the wonderful doctrine of election. 
Therefore , the only way that either Jews or Gentiles who know 
the Lord can have any certain hope of their final salvation 
is by looking at God and His w::>rd, not by looking at them
selves . 

And so, as we begin today with verse 25, I want you to see 
that Paul was bringing his discussion about Israel and the 
Gentiles to a close by pointing them to : 

1 .  THE WRD OF GOD (Ran. 11: 25-27) . 

All of you can see that in verse 25 Paul began quoting from 
an OT prophet . He introduced the prophet ' s  message with the 
familiar words , "It is written. "  And you probably have a 
note in the margin of your Bible which tell you that the 
prophet is Isaiah, and the quotation is taken from Isa. 
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But before we consider that, I want you to look at what he 
wrote in verse 25. There he used the word "mystery. "  To us 
that means something that is difficult to understand, or 
perhaps even impossible to understand. But that is not its 
n-eaning in the NT .  The word "mystery" speaks of truth which 
God has revealed, but which He did not reveal until the NT 
was written. So when you see that word "mystery" in your NT 
(and it is used some 16 times) , you can be sure that the 

writer, or the speaker if he is being quoted, was speaking of 
some truth which had not been revealed at all , or at least 
had not been made clear, until the NT was written. And 
remember that for God to reveal something means that it could 
rot be known in any other way. The truth of God had to be 
revealed, or people would never have even known that there 
was such a thing. 

Scientists of all kinds have made amazing discoveries 
throughout human history. But they have been dealing with 
natural phenomena. Every day we are learning new things 
about the world and the universe which go beyond what most of 
us are able to corrprehend. But over and above human know
ledge, however it made be learned, there is a vast amount of 
truth which has to do with Goo, His ways, and His purposes ,  
which the natural man could never discover. Therefore, God 
has to bring it down to us. It has to be revealed. This is 
what the Bible is , and why the Bible had to be written. God 
was speaking to man through men, and so the Holy Spirit 
showed them what to write, and guided them in the very words 
mich they used. That is why we say that the Bible was 
divinely and verbally inspired. 

Paul was explaining the difference between wisdom which man 
can discover for himself as corrpared with wisdom which cannot 
be known unless Goo reveals it, makes it known, when he wrote 
these words to the church at Corinth: 

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man ,  
the things which Goo hath prepared for them that love him. 

Up to this point Paul was quoting from Isa. 64: 4 .  But then 
he went on to say this: 

But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: 
for the Spirit searches all things, 
yea, the deep things of Goo (1 Cor. 2:9. 10). 

The Spirit of God has revealed to us what no man could ever 
tell us unless the Spirit of Goo had revealed the truth to 
him. 

However, I have said that Goo did not reveal the Bible all at 
once, nor to only one man. The ar was written before Christ 
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came ;  the NT was written after H e  came. And the truth which 
God held back until after Christ came is called a mystery 
because God kept some things back until He was ready to make 
it known. 

Again, Paul in writing to the church at Corinth said this: 
But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, 
even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained 
before the world unto our glory ( 1  Cor. 2: 7). 

So the NT mysteries were not plans or truths which God made 
after the OT was written. They were " ordained" by God "be
fore the world unto our glory. " God had His own reasons for 
waiting to make them known. 

There are several verses in the NT which define a NT mystery, 
and we have two of them here in the book of Romans .  Please 
turn over to the last chapter, and look with me at the last 
three verses of this epistle: R.cm .  16 : 25-27. 

Now I hope you understand what a NT mystery is. But let me 
apply this word to what Paul was teaching about the salvation 
of Israel and the salvation of the Gentiles .  

It was not a mystery that G od  had plans for the salvation of 
the Jews. That is very clear from the OT. But neither was 
it a mystery, a secret which God held back, that He intended 
to save Gentiles . That is also very clear from the OT. But 
the mystery was this: There would be a time when part of the 
nation, and evidently a large part, would be so hardened that 
they would want nothing to do with Christ or the Gospel until 
God's purposes with the Gentiles were fulfilled. This was 
the mystery. And the amazing thing about the way God would 
work would enable Him to fulfill what He had promised in OT 
times that He would do . Genesis 12 : 3  contains the promise of 
God that through Abraham's seed " all families of the earth" 
would "be blessed. "  Paul explained in Gal. 3 :  8 that when God 
said "all families , "  He meant " all nations. "  

Now that God has revealed this mystery, that is, how He was 
going to do both -- save Jews and save Gentiles, too -- we 
can see how He will do the one without failing to do the 
other. And so the Word of God stands, God is glorified 
because He is keeping His Word , and worldwide blessing will 
finally be experienced by God's chosen ones in Israel as well 
as His chosen ones among the nations of the earth. 

What we are seeing among the Gentiles today does not mean 
that there will be no future for Israel . Paul explained so 
that we Gentiles would not get conceited, that God has blind
ed, has hardened, Israel "in part." That is, not every Jew 
without exception, but most of them. The Word means that 
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they have become stupid where the WOrd of God i s  concerned, 
they are calloused to the truth of the Word of God. 

Now you can ' t  call Jewish people stupid in all things. They 
have proven themselves to be as brilliant a people as any 
nation on earth. But they are not bril liant where the Gospel 
is concerned . God has judged them with hardness of heart and 
mind "until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. " This 
means that Israel is going to remain in her present condition 
until God ' s  purpose for the salvation of Gentiles has been 
completed . And then "all Israel shall be saved . "  

Does this mean that every single Jew wil l  come to know the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Savior? Absolutely not ! Do you rerrem
ber what Paul taught us about I srael in chapter 9? (Read 
Rom . 9 :  6-8 . ) And add to this what we have in the last two 
verses of Romans 2 .  

"All I srael "  means all of the elect of Israel. Cf. Rom. 
9 : 27 .  In the same way, "the fulness of the Gentiles" does 
not mean that all Gentiles will be saved, but that the elect 
of the Gentiles wil l  be saved . But what all of this adds up 
to is the fulfillment of the word which God gave through His 
prophet Isaiah, and which Paul quoted for us in verses 26 and 
27 of our chapter. 

And so God will be faithful to His Word. As we look at the 
world today, we cannot see how all of the promises of God 
wil l  be fulfilled, but when we look into the Word, we see it 
perfectly. We await the coming of the Deliverer, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who "shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob , "  
speaking of the nation. 

But let us look again at Rom. 11: 25 • Notice what Paul said 
about "this mystery. "  He said, 

But I would not, brethren, 
that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 
lest ye should be wise in your own conceits • • •  

Here I would like to make this as personal for all of us as I 
possibly can. 

You have practically this same statement in 1 Thess. 4 : 13 
where Paul was beginning to talk about the coming of the Lord 
more in detail ,  and he said, "But I would not have you to be 
ignorant, (corrrna) brethren • • •  " I heard a man say many year 
ago, and say it with a twinkle in his eye, that perhaps we 
should drop the comma, and read it, But I would not have you 
to be ignorant brethren. There is nothing more pitiful than 
ignorant brethren, or ignorant sisters . God moved upon the 
hearts of certain people over a period of 1600 years to give 
us a book of truth which had to be revealed (because there 
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was no other way to get it to us) , and He has given us the 
Holy Spirit to guide us into this truth (cf. John 16: 13-15) , 
and yet in many respects we continue to be ignorant of divine 
truth ! Why? 

Because we are not reading it, and re-reading it, and reading 
it again. we don ' t  think about what we are reading. Many 
Christians don ' t  go where the Bible is being taught. We 
don ' t  cry out to the Lord for Him to teach us His Word as His 
people used to cry out for understanding. 

Or we may be interested in certain parts of the Bible, but 
not in all of its parts. And because we are ignorant, we 
often believe the wrong things , and are always in danger of 
living the wrong way. The world has so gripped the attention 
of even the Lord ' s  people that it has robbed us of the true 
enjoyment of the Word of God . 

I know that we can ' t  spend all of our time reading the Bible, 
or even reading good books which wil l  help us to understand 
the Bible. We need time for exercise. We all need to shift 
gears mentally and physically every day. We have our j obs , 
our responsibilities , which we need to take care of. I am 
not overlooking that. But how much time are we giving to the 
Lord and to His Word . Is it as important to us as the food 
we eat? It was to Job . I s  it as important to us as the 
money we make? It was to the Psalmist. Does the Word of God 
give you more pleasure than anything else? It did to Jeremi
ah. What kind of a report would you have to give yourself if 
you conpared the time this past week that you have looked at 
the Olympics as compared with the time spent in reading the 
Word, meditating on the Word , talking about the Word, memo
rizing the WOrd? I have watched a lot of it, but all of this 
has made me think about myself. 

To boil all of this down to a simple question, let me ask you 
(and I ask myself) , What are we doing so that we will not 

have to be classified as ignorant Christians? There is no 
need for us to be ignorant when we have the Word of God in 
our own language , and have the Holy Spirit with us 24 hours 
out of every day to teach us what He has given us in the 
Word. The opportunity to know the Word and to know the Lord 
of the Word is there for every single one of us. Let us ask 
the Lord to give us understanding that we may glorify Him for 
His faithfulness in the past, and for His faithfulness which 
is yet to be seen. 

And now we come to the last two verses of our text for today. 

In these verses we have : 

I I .  PAUL ' S  SUMMARY CONCERNING ISRAEL (Rom. 11: 28, 29). 
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Paul has two things to say about Israel. One has to do with 
the present: the other has to do with the future. 

For the present, with respect to the Gospel , "they are ene
mies for your sakes . "  This means ,  probably among other 
things , that the Lord has blinded Israel with their attempt 
to Judaize the Gospel, in order to preserve the Gospel in its 
purity for the Gentiles . However, at the sarre time, "they 
are beloved for the fathers ' sake . "  

What "fathers" did Paul have in mind? It has to be the 
patriarchs of the nation , those chosen by God, to whom God 
gave the promises of salvation, promises which were given to 
all of the elect of Israe l .  And they are promises which will 
all find their fulfillment when the Lord returns . Then they 
will have their King, and then they will have their land , and 
then they will enjoy the blessings of salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who is also their Messiah , the Lord Jesus . 

Why is all of this true? 

"For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. "  
That is, the purpose of God in salvation are irrevocable! 
They cannot be changed, nor can they be cancel led and forgot
ten ! And all of this is to be glory of God. 

So, in spite of Israel ' s  failures and the failures of the 
Gentiles with respect to the Gospel ,  God ' s  Word stands . We 
fail ,  but He never wil l .  And it is amazing to see, as God 
pul led the veil aside , how He used the unbelief of the Jews 
to open the door to the Gentiles, and how He wil l  use the 
blessing of the Gentiles to provoke the Jews and to bring 
them back . 

Conc l :  What better evidence do we need that salvation is all 
a work of God? As we look at history, past and pres

eat, it seems that Jews and Gentiles have done everything 
possible to keep God from fulfilling His promises and purpos
es in salvation. But in spite of all that people have done , 
even the elect people ( such as Paul himself) ,  God prevails, 
and His Word stands . 

An illustration: What Joseph said to his brothers after the 
death of their father when they feared that Joseph would then 
get even with them for the evil they had done to him. Here 
is what he said. The words are recorded in Gen. 50: 20. 

But as for you, ye thought evil against me :  
but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass ,  
as it i s  this day , to save much people alive. 

That was a small il lustration of the great work that God has 
yet to do for His elect people, both Jews and Gentiles . 



TEe -- 3/6/94 a.m. Romans #66 

TO GOD BE THE GLORY! 
Romans 11 : 30-36 

Intro : we come today to the last part of Romans 9 ,  10 , and 
11, but it is also the conclusion to all of the first 

eleven chapters of Romans. Actually verses 30 , 31 , and 32 
give us the conclusion of Romans 9 ,  10 , and 11 , while verses 
33,  34 , 35 , and 36 give the conclusion to the whole epistle. 

we will get to those last four verses in a few minutes , but 
let us look first at what Paul said in verses 30 through 32 
by way of summarizing the situation regarding the Jews and 
Gentiles in chapters 9 through 11. 

At the risk of boring you, I want to repeat what we have 
learned from chapters 9 ,  10 , and 11 about the salvation of 
the Jews and the Gentiles. It is very important that we get 
firmly fixed in our minds what Paul has been teaching in 
these chapters because the glory of God is involved. 

Anyone who reads the OT with any understanding at all ,  can 
tell that from Abraham (in Genesis 12 ) on through the history 
covered by the OT, God was dealing primarily with the Jewish 
fElople. The same can be said about the time that our Lord 
was here on the earth. According to the Lord' s  words in 
Matt. 10 : 5 ,  He told His disciples not to go to the Gentiles, 
nor into any city of the SamaritanS:- They were to go to "the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel . "  Some Gentiles were saved 
in OT times (perhaps more than we read about in the OT) , and 
some Gentiles were saved during our Lord ' s  ministry while He 
was here on earth. But the main emphasis in the work of God 
throughout the OT and through the Gospels , was upon God ' s  
work among the Jews. 

However, after our Lord ' s  resurrection, He sounded a new 
note. The Gospel was to be taken to the Gentiles. The 
apostles were to start their ministry in Jerusalem, spread 
out through Judea, go into Samaria, and then "unto the utter
!lOst part of the earth" (Acts 1 :  8) . This began a shift in 
emphasis for the servants of the Lord. Without neglecting 
the Jews , the apostles were to turn to the Gentile world in a 
way that was different from anything that had been done 
before. 

This change raised a question of major importance which Paul 
has answered for us in Romans 9 ,  10 , and 11 . The question 
was this (and you can see it for yourself in Romans 11 : 1: 

�- "Hath God cast away his people?" The question means ,  Has God 
turn to the Gentiles and away from the Jews meaning that He 
will never turn back to the Je-/S again? The answer is a very 
strong, NJ !  
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The question really means ( to state it in a po sitive way) , Is 
there a future for the nation I srael i n  t he plan and purpose 
of God? And to this Paul says, YES !  

Then, if God i s  going to turn back to Israel, why did He ever 
turn away from them? 

That question has two answe rs: 
1) He turned away from t hem because of their unbeli ef. The 

Lord came as t heir Messiah, but they rejected Hi m, and 
crucified Hi m. And so what God has done i s  a j udgment 
upo n t he nation bec ause of their unbeli ef. 

2) He has turned to the Gentiles because He had predicted 
from His fi rst promises to Abraha m that t he salvation 
that God i n  His grace was supplyi ng would i nclude " all 
fami li es, " or all nations, "of t he earth. " And so we see 
repeatedly t hroughout the or that salvation is not j ust 
for Jews, but i t  i s  for Gentiles, too. 

So the unbelief of Israel gave the Lord the opportunity that 
was needed to turn to t he Gentiles, whi ch was accordi n g  to 
His original p romise that salvation would go to all of the 
nati ons of t he earth. God was bound by His promise to send 
the Gospel to the Gentiles throughout t he world. God i s  
always fait hful t o  His promises. 

But when we talk about promises, we must turn and t hink about 
His promises to I srael. They were absolutely certai n, too. 
And so we know t hat, alt hough God has turned to the Gentile 
world, He cannot tur n away forever from Israel. I f  He did, 
He would be unfaithful to His promises to t hem. S o  how will 
God do bot h and be faithful to His promises to t he Gentiles 
as well as His promises to I srael? 

This sound s  li ke a maj or p roblem to us, but t hi s  i s  where we 
see evidence of what Paul called i n  verse 33 of our text, 
"the wisdom and knowledge of God. " T he t hings which are 
impossi ble to man are not impossi ble wit h God. 

And so this i s  what God has ordained. 

God has ord ained that His ministry to t he Gentiles i s  going 
to make Israel jealous so t hat they wi ll tur n back to t he 

Lord t hemselves. T hey will turn from their unbelief to 
believe i n  the Lord. 

But will this mean that God will t hen turn away from the 
Gentiles? Certainly not ! If you look back to Rom. 11 : 12 you 

will see t hat Paul taught that if t he Gentiles got t hei r 
blessings of salvation through t he fall of I srael, when 
Israel turns to t he Lord, i t  will mean even more blessing for 
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the Gentiles. And s o  the day i s  coming when we will see how 
narvelously God has fulfilled His promises to both Jews and 
Gentiles. When the Lord Jesus finally comes in His glory as 
Israel's Messiah and King, He will reign over the whole 
earth. It will be as Isaiah predicted in his prophecy, 
chapter 11, verse 9, -Par t:be earth sball be full of t:be 
knowledge of t:be LaI:d, as the waters cover the sea. " 

But remerrber: What Paul spoke of the salvation of Israel, 
and the salvation of the Gentiles, he was not saying that all 
Jews and all Gentiles will be saved. He was saying that all 
of the elect of Israel will be saved, and that all of the

-

elect of the Gentiles will be saved. 

This, briefly, is what we have learned, or should have 
learned from Romans 9, 10, and 11 . The point is that neither 
Jews nor Gentiles deserve to be saved . The Gentiles did not 
show any great interest in the Gospel in OT times. And now 
that the Gospel is going to the Gentiles, we see that the 
Gentiles today are behaving toward God in the same unbeliev
ing way that the Jews did in the past. So both Jews and 
Gentiles are deserving of the judgment of God, and would be 
hopelessly judged IF IT WERE I!D.r PCR mE MElCY OF aD! 

And this is Paul's emphasis in the first three verses of our 
text: verses 30, 31, and 32. 

Let's call this first part of our text: 

I. THE MERCY OF GOD (Rom. 11:30-32) . 

Do you see the word "mercy" in verse 3D? In the original 
this is a verb, "obtain mercy. " And do you see the word 
twice in verse 31? The first is a noun: the second is a verb 
like in verse 30. And do you see it again in verse 32? Here 
it is a verb again, "have mercy . "  

Verse 30 has to do with those of us who are Gentiles. 

Verse 31 has to do with the Jews. 

Verse 32 has to do with all of us, Jews and Gentiles. 

Look at those Jews who were saved in OT times and during our 
Lord's ministry here on earth, on what basis were they saved? 
There is just one answer :  the mercy of God !  And when you 
look in the NT after the Gospels and down to the present hour 
here in 1994 , on what basis has every Gentile been saved? 
There is just one answer: the mercy of God !  And when you 
look at the Gentiles who were saved in OT times and while our 
Lord was here on earth, on what basis were they saved? There 
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is only one answer: the mercy of God! And when you look at 
the Jews who are being saved today, on what basis are they 
being saved? There is only one answer : the mercy of God! 

We have all been in unbelief . We have loved darkness rather 
than light because our deeds are evi l .  We have not feared 
God, nor sought His salvation. We are deserving of God ' s  
judgment not only because we are sinners by nature, but also 
sinners so often by choice. Sin has defiled us . Sin makes 
us totally unacceptable to God, whether we are Jews or Gen
tiles . Therefore, if it were not for the mercy of God, no 
one, neither Jew nor Gentile, would be saved. 

What is "mercy"? 

It describes God as One Who takes pity on us in our misery. 
He is kind and compassionate toward sinners . Man by nature 
pays no attention as to whether or not a thing is pleasing or 
displeasing to God. And so we get ourselves into a lot of 
misery and miserable situations, and we don ' t  understand why 
things turn out the way they do. And we will look everywhere 
for help except to God. 

The best exanple of mercy that we can see on a human level is 
when someone has pity on someone else when he has no Obliga
tion whatever to help. Cf. the parable of the good Samari
tan. Cf. Luke 10: 25-3 7 .  The only reason the Samaritan did 
anything for the man who was half dead was because he had 
compassion in his heart for him. He did not know the man . 
He owed the man nothing. He had no prospect that it would 
ever mean anything to him if he helped the man in his misery. 

What a picture this is of God ' s  dealings with us? He didn ' t  
get us into our trouble. There was no possibility that we 
could do anything for Him if He did help us. The only reason 
that the lord has saved any of us is because of what is in 
His heart, not because of anything that is in us. He is a 
merciful God ,  and He determined before the foundation of the 
world that He was not going to let us die in our sins. 

And God has so ordered the circumstances of the Jews and the 
Gentiles that He is able to fulfill His promises to them on 
the basis of mercy alone. 

Cf. Eph 2 : 4-9 , "But God ,  who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love . . .  II 

Now, when you see how God has ordained that He will fulfill 
His promises to His elect in Israel , and to His elect anong 
the nations of the earth, without overlooking a single one, 
what remains but THE OOXOlDGY? And so let us turn now to the 
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second mountain peak of the book of Romans . The first was in 
the closing verses of chapter 8 (vv. 35-39) . 

I I .  PAUL ' S  DOXOLOGY (Rom. 11: 33-36). 

When you take the whole account of salvation into considera
tion , the holiness of God, the sinfulness of man, the incar
nation, death, and resurrection of Christ , the works of 
justification , sanctification , and glorification for all of 
the elect, the only conclusion you can come to, if you under
stand what God has done , is , TO GOD BE THE GLORYI 

Paul marveled at three things having to do with God: 
1) His wisdom and knowledge. 
2 )  His judgments. 
3) His ways. 

After all that Paul had been able to write under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, He felt overwhelmed with it all, overcome 
with a realization of the greatness, the majesty, the power, 
the perfection of the God of his salvation, and of our salva
tion. 

God is rich in wisdom and knowledge , and His riches are deep, 
incomprehensible and inexhaustible . When God contemplated 
the redemption of sinners , He knew exactly what He had to do, 
and what He wanted to do. He wisely planned all that had to 
do with salvation, leaving nothing out and guaranteeing that 
everything necessary would be done . He made full provision 
for His own glory and for the eternal happiness of all who 
would be redeemed. Man would never have been able to devise 
such a plan. When we look at it on the pages of Scripture, 
you would think that God planned it for people who were 
worthy of the best and the highest. But we know that it was 
ordered for the worst and the lowest, for even the chief of 
sinners . And how wonderful that God did it to give all of 
His people both perfect and eternal acceptance with Himself. 

What about His judgments? 

These are His decisions , His purposes , His decrees . Paul 
said that they were "unsearchable . "  That is , they cannot be 
examined so as to be completely understood. we can know what 
they are, but just how God has arrived at all of them, is 
beyond our ability to understand . Paul probably had in mind 
the truth of election. 

But then he added, "His ways . "  These would be the measures 
which God takes in the exercise of His sovereignty to do what 
He has decreed shall be done . Perhaps Paul was thinking 
about His own salvation in this connection. How God reaches 
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those who don't want to be reached, and draws those who don' t 
want to be drawn, and works in such a way that we respond to 
His working, and come to Him to trust Him, and to love Him, 
and to devote our lives to doing His will and serving Him. 

Paul said that all of this is so far beyond us that we will 
never, at least this side of heaven, be able to understand 
the will and the ways of God . We could understand it much 
easier if He had let us all go to hell, but all that He has 
planned and carried out for our salvation, is not to be 
understood with our finite minds. 

And then Paul asked some questions. 

First, "Who has known the mind of the IDrd?" That is, Who 
among us has known what the IDrd has intended to do, and how 
He intended to do it? 

Second, "Who hath been his counsellor?" That is, Did He get 
advice from us as to whether or not there should be any 
salvation, and, if there were, what it should be, and how it 
could all be done? 

The answer to both of these questions is, No one! 

And then the third question: Did any of us contribute any
thing to our salvation so that God was in any way obligated 
to do for us what He has done? 

Again, the answer is the same: No one! Nobody has had the 
least part in anything that has to do with our salvation. 
Paul has established these truths in what he has written, but 
he wanted to declare it more forcibly as he came to this part 
in his epistle. 

And so this can only lead to the doxology with which this 
great doctrinal section come to a close: 

For of him ( i. e. , from him) , and through him, 
and to him, are all things 
(that have to do with our salvation) : 

to whom be glmy for ever. Amen. 

We don't really understand the nature of our salvation until 
we can at least say this. Why God has done what He has done, 
and how He can accomplish all that He has ordained to be done 
for all whom He has chosen, and throughout time and eternity, 
we cannot fully comprehend all of that. But we can under
stand that we have not had anything to do with it, and ,  
therefore, all of the glory belongs to God, and to God alone! 
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Conc1 : When we understand this , then we will have no problem 
with election. When we understand this, then we will 

have no problem with the truth that sin has affected our 
whole being. When we understand this then we will have no 
argument with the truth that the lDrd has to draw us to Him
self, or we would never come. If we understand this , then we 
have at least gotten the basic message of Romans 1-11. 
Salvation could never have become a reality for any of us if 
it were not for God -- from start to finish. 

God ordained our salvation, determining what it would be and 
how it could be guaranteed. He saved us, keeps us, perfects 
us, and finally will glorify us . He uses means in accom
plishing all of this , but all of the glory belongs to Him. 

And so let this be the theme of our lives. Let this move us 
to greater devotion to the lDrd, and to greater obedience. 
May this humble us and make us spend our days thankful for 
what the lDrd has done for us, and will continue to do for 
us, until we stand before Him perfected in the very likeness 
of our precious Savior. The very nature of the Gospel means 
that we can proclaim it to everyone. We are not telling 
people what they need to do for God; we are telling them what 
God in His mercy and grace will do for every sinner who puts 
His trust in the Savior. 

Do you believe in the lDrd Jesus Christ? If not, I plead 
with you to trust Him today before you leave this place. He 
said, "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them • • •  " (John 
10: 27-29) . 



TBC - - 3 /13/94 a.m.  

OUR PRIESTLY SACRIFICE 
Ronans 12: 1, 2 

Romans #67 

Intro: Last Sunday we finished the doctrinal section of the 
book of Romans .  Today we start the practical sec

tion. This does not wean that there are no practical exhor
tations in the first eleven chapters -- because there are ! 
Neither does it mean that as we move into the practical 
section of the book, that there is no doctrine from this 
point on -- because there is ! But it means that from chapter 
12 on Paul ' s  emphasis will be upon the kind of living that is 
consistent with the teaching of chapters 1 through 11. 

Many have pointed out before me that what we believe will 
determine how we behave. People who don ' t  know God demon
strate that fact by the way they live. On the other hand, a 
person who does know God through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, will live a life which shows what they know and what 
they believe. Therefore, what we believe is extremely impor
tant in more ways than one. The reason we have so many moral 
and social problems today is because people do not believe 
\lhat they should believe. God has given us His Word to show 
us the truth. 

Paul has given us the truth of God in this book of Ronans . 
He has derronstrated that man is a sinner, a sinner by nature 
and a sinner by choice. He has shown us that sin has defiled 
man and made him completely unacceptable to God. This means 
that He is under the judgment of God, and something had to be 
done about it. 

HCMever, if we expect man to help himself, we are hoping for 
something that can never be. Oh, he may make himself more 
respectable in the eyes of his fellow-men, but making himself 
acceptable to God is another thing , calling for more than he 
can do. No person, if he devoted his life to doing good 
things can ever win acceptance with God . God is too holy, 
infinitely holy, total perfection. Man cannot please God. 
All of his good deeds are an offense to God because they are 
an attempt to cover up his true condition before God. 

But this is where we come to the most amazing truth in all of 
human history. Although God is perfectly righteous and 
cannot accept man in his sin, yet God has taken steps to meet 
nan ' s  need, and He has done this in sending the Lord Jesus 
Christ to die as a Substitute for sinful men. It is through 
Christ that sinner by faith find full acceptance with God . 
By the miracle of the new birth sinners are declared righ
teous before God. They become new creatures in Christ, and 
then the life-changing work of the Holy Spirit begins . That 
WJrk is called in Scripture, sanctification. And then end of 
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that work is glorification when we are with the Lord and 
become like He is . 

This is the doctrine that we have been learning from the book 
of Romans -- what God has done through His Son ' s  death on the 
Cross to change sinners under divine judgment into saints 
with perfect and eternal acceptance with God. 

WIly do we have the gigantic problems that we have in the 
world today? It is because people are sinners , out of fel
lowship with God, and under divine judgment. The only way to 
change behavior is by changing people ' s  hearts , but people ' s  
hearts will not be changed until they believe the Gospel and 
are trusting in Christ for their salvation . Sin has blinded 
us to what is wrong with us . And it has blinded us as to 
what the solution is . It is only through understanding the 
W:>rd of God that we can see what the problem is,  as well as 
the solution which God has provided. 

The solution is in Christ by Whom we are justified by faith, 
sanctified , and ultimately wil l  be glorified . And this 
salvation is for all people everywhere, whether Jew or Gen
tile. It makes no difference where a person lives , what 
language he speaks, or the color of his skin. Spiritually we 
are all alike, and we desperately need a Savior . This is 
what Paul has been telling us in the first eleven chapters as 
he has set forth the truths of God ' s  salvation. 

The Apostle Paul sounded the keynote in Rcmans 1: 16 . (Quote . )  

The big question , therefore , is not only do you know what 
Paul has been saying ( that is very important) , but do you 
believe what he has written? Are you trusting .the Lord Jesus 
Christ as your personal Savior? Do you know that you are no 
longer in darkness but have come into the light? Can you 
tell that your heart has been changed? Do you have a desire 
to know God ,  and to please Him? Do you yearn for a greater 
understanding of the Bible? Do you enjoy being with the 
people of God? Do you hate those things which you once 
enjoyed , things which you can now see were not only displeas
ing to God, but an abomination to Him? 

If so , then you are ready for Romans 12 . But don ' t  think for 
a moment that you can live the life Paul describes here 
unless the Lord Jesus Christ is your Savior . If the first 
place, you won ' t  want to. And ,  in the second place, you 
w:>n ' t  be able to. This is truth for the Lord ' s  people, 
people who have eternal life because Christ has saved them. 
To be saved the Lord does not ask us to do anything for Him, 
He calls upon us to trust in Christ so that we can be saved. 
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But now let us look at the first two verses of this chapter . 
I don ' t  promise to get through both of them this IIOrning, but 
what we don ' t  get today we' l l  get next week , the Lord will
ing . 

V€ have in verse 1 AN EARNEST APPEAL. The thing that makes 
it so important is that it comes from the Apostle Paul and 
that He was speaking under the direction of the Holy Spirit . 
So this definitely comes from God. 

Then in verse 2 we have INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO OBEY THE 
APPEAL. 

However , let me say right from the beginning that Paul was 
not speaking about something that we do once , and then forget 
about it. He was speaking about what we have to do every day 
that we live. It is wonderful to do what he said we should 
do, but it is not easy. Everything about the Christian life 
is different from the way we lived before we came to Christ. 
But the wonderful part about what Paul has told us to do, is 
that the Lord wil l  help us , wil l  never leave us , but wil l  
always be working in us . 

All right ! Let us look first at: 

1 .  THE APOSTLE ' S  APPEAL (Rom. 12: 1 ) . 

(Read . ) 

How gracious the Apostle is ! He said, " I  beseech you there
fore , brethren, by the mercies of God . "  I say "gracious" 
because we learn in 1 Cor . 6 :  19 , 20 that those of us who know 
the Lord are not our own . That is, we no longer are our own 
masters; Christ has bought us by His blood, and so we are to 
glorify Him in our bodies . (Repeat 1 Cor . 6 : 19 ,  20 . )  

There are many ways to describe a Christian, but Paul de
scribed him to the Corinthians as one who belongs to God !  
Before we were saved, we paid little or no attention to what 
God wanted; now what He wants is to be the main thing . 

But Paul did not begin the practical section of Romans like a 
military leader issuing a command and forcing everybody to 
submit. Paul spoke in the most loving terms ,  urging the 
Roman believers <and all who have trusted Christ from that 
day to this) to do what he was about to say. How tender are 
his words , and yet how strong ! While speaking in the most 
gracious way, exhorting, urging, pleading, yet we gather from 
his words that what he was saying was extremely important. 

Now let me call your attention at this point to one word by 
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itself, and then a phrase in this verse. The word which 
stands by itself is the word, "therefore. " The phrase is, 
"by the mercies of God. " 

"Therefore" !  "I beseech you thete:fare.- That word, in a 
sense, wraps up all that Paul has taught in chapters 1 
through 11, and ties it together with a cord called, "there
fore. " And remember, he was speaking to those who believed 
what he had been saying. He was speaking to those who were 
trusting in Christ as their Savior. And he was saying, "In 
view of all that Christ has done for you, I want you to know 
that there is only one real conclusion that you can come to. 
It is that you must present your bodies "unto God" as a 
living sacrifice. " He was saying, "You didn't contribute in 
any way to your salvation, but because of what He has done 
for you, you belong to Him . "  

And now notice the phrase, "by the mercies of God. " 

What are "the mercies of God " ?  That phrase was Paul's way of 
describing our salvation. We really deserve judgment, but He 
has extended mercy to us. The total of His mercies equals 
salvation, but looking at its individual parts it is made up 
of justification, sanctification, and glorification -- these 
are God's mercies which Paul has so thoroughly described for 
us in this first part of this epistle. 

So Paul was saying that, in the light of what God has done 
for us, we can come to no other conclusion than that this is 
what we need to give to Him. But Paul said it in a pleading, 
beseeching, urging way because while they owed the lDrd this 
sacrifice, yet He wants us to give it because we want to give 
it, because our gift comes from our hearts. We don't get any 
pleasure in things which people do for us if they are only 
doing it because they have to do it. God is like that, too. 
And so He works in us to make us willing, and then to enable 
us to do what we would never do otherwise. 

What does God want? He wants "our bodies. " 

I don't agree with those who try to distinguish here between 
our physical bodies and our inner spirits. And I disagree 
because of all that Paul wrote in chapters 12 , 13 , 14, and 15 
in particular. When Paul spoke of our bodies, he meant every 
part of our being -- body, soul, and spirit ! He meant the 
members of our bodies (eyes, mouths, hands, feet, etc.), but 
he also meant our wills, our affections, our thinking -- all 
of each one of us -- the whole person ! 

Now, although Paul had not actually talked about what is 
implied in these words, yet I want you to see here that he 
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was picturing each one of us as a priest. It was the busi
ness of the priest in the aT to present the sacrifices to 
God. No one else had that privilege. The individual Israel
ites in the aT could only approach God with their sacrifices 
by the priest. To go before the Lord themselves would have 
meant instant death. But that is different nCM. Every 
believer is a priest. And we have sacrifices to offer to 
God. Look for them in the NT .  Know what you are to present 
to God. But this is the first sacrifice! This comes before 
anything else. The Lord wants us as living sacrifices. And 
this rreans that we are giving ourselves to Him, to do His 
wil l .  And so we are both priests and sacrifices , as was the 
case with our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This precedes everything that Paul had to say by way of 
corrmandments. This indicates that our obedience is pleasing 
to God only if we have first given ourselves to Him. 

As the Lord approached the tirre of His death, He told Peter 
that Satan had asked to be able to sift him as wheat. And 
Peter responded in these words : 

Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, 
and to death (Luke 2 2 :  33)  • 

That is very comrrendable, and I have no doubt but that Peter 
rreant every word of it. Some are called upon to make that 
sacrifice, but not all. But we are all called upon to make 
ourselves "a living sacrifice" to God! It is good to present 
our children to the Lord as when we dedicate our babies (and 
I know that the Lord is pleased with that) . But what about 
us? Have we who are parents done with ourselves what we have 
done with our children? Paul was addressing himself to each 
individual believer . No one else can present us to the Lord 
in this way; we must present ourselves as "a living sacri
fice. II 

When I was grCMing up in the First Baptist Church in Tacoma, 
we had what was called, a Life Service League. It was made 
up of those who expected to enter what we called then, full 
time Christian service. There was a hymn we used to sing. 
Probably many of you knCM it. Listen as I read part of it to 
you. This is what Paul was speaking about here in Romans 
12: 1 ,  not just for a few who are going to be pastors or 
missionaries , but for all of us: 

Living for Jesus a life that is true, 
Striving to please Him in all that I do; 
Yielding allegiance, gladhearted and free, 
This is the pathway of blessing for me. 

Living for Jesus who died in my place, 
Bearing on Calv'ry my sin and disgrace; 
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Such love constrains me to answer His cal l ,  
Follow His leading and give Him my a l l .  

And then the chorus went like this : 

o Jesus , Lord and Savior , I give myself to Thee, 
For Thou, in thy atonement, didst give Thyself for me ;  
I own no other Master, my heart shal l  be Thy throne; 
MY life I give , henceforth to live , 
o Christ, for Thee alone. 

I ' m  often amazed at how glibly we sometimes sing our hymns . 
Words can go out of our mouths with very little thought. How 
wonderful it would be if we could say for today , and then 
tomorrow, and then the next day , and on for the rest of our 
lives , "My life I give, henceforth to live, 0 Christ, for 
Thee alone . "  

That is what Paul was speaking about here . Have you done it, 
and do you continue to do it? 

Paul said that it must be "holy, acceptable to God . "  That is 
a big order , isn ' t  it? People in the world aren ' t  interested 
in holiness nor in what is pleasing to God. And neither 
would we be if we weren ' t  saved. What does it mean to be 
"holy, acceptable to God"? That is what Paul was preparing 
to tell the Roman church , and we wil l  find the answer in this 
chapter and the chapters that follow. "Holy , "  of course, 
basically means that which is set apart for God alone . But 
in being set apart for God we are set apart also from the sin 
which has such a defiling effect upon us , and which is so 
displeasing to God. 

It behooves every one of us to stay as far away from sin as 
we possibly can, and to pray daily that the Lord wil l  make us 
hate what He hates and love what He loves . 

At the end of verse 1 Paul describes all of this as "our 
reasonable service , "  or so it is translated in the KJV. What 
did he mean by this? 

Wel l ,  it has been explained in various ways , but, without 
going into a lot of detail ,  let me say that Paul was speaking 
here of priestly worship, and yet worship which is both 
reasonable and spiritual. It is the primary way we worship 
the Lord as prompted by our minds and hearts . It ties in 
with the word "therefore" at the beginning of the chapter . 

we have many ways that we can worship the Lord. we do it in 
prayer . We do it in singing. we do it with our money which 
we bring to the Lord. We do it with our service which we 
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render to Him. But that which gives it all meaning is that 
we have given ourselves to the Lord , not just as one sinqle 
offering, but daily renewing our devotion to God . And 
throughout life our devotion to the Lord and our submission 
to His wil l ,  will increase as we grOW in Him. 

I know that the word "present" is in the aorist tense in 
Greek , and that this points to a once-for-all presentation of 
ourselves to the Lord . But the tone of verse 1 and verse 2 
shows that we need to recognize and renew what we have done 
every day to give strength to our offering and to give added 
pleasure to the Lord . 

Conc l :  We will learn more abcut this next week , the Lord 
wil ling, as we consider verse 2 which is actually a 

part of verse 1.  But the important thing for each of us now 
is to ask ourselves if we have done this. We give the Lord 
our time, our service, our money , and so on, but have we 
deliberately and lovingly given ourselves to the Lord, to do 
His wil l ,  to be holy as He is holy, to seek above everything 
else that our lives will be pleasing to the Lord? 

Remember that no one else can do this for us. We present 
ourselves , every part of us, to God . We want to use our 
eyes , our tongues, our ears, our hands, our feet -- all to 
please the Lord. And to that we add our love, our thoughts , 
our desires -- everything abcut us ! We belong to Him, and He 
wants us to live that way. His love for us as seen at Calva
ry can best be thanked through our unreserved love for Him. 

May God enable us to give ourselves to Him, and then to live 
each day "a living sacrifice. "  

(To be continued next week, Deo volente . )  
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LIVING A HOLY LIFE 
Romans 12 : 1 ,  2 

Part I I  

Romans #68 

Intro : The practical section of the book of Romans begins 
with chapter 12 . And the first two verses of chapter 

12 are introductory to the whole section of the book .  Salva
tion has its doctrinal side, but it also has its practical 
side . When a person really believes the Gospel and is trust
ing Christ for his or her salvation, the proof will be seen 
in that person ' s life. It is impossible to believe in Christ 
for salvation and yet remain the same kind of person . It is 
equally impossible for one who is saved to continue to live 
the same way that he or she lived before trusting Christ. A 
true Christian , one who is really trusting Christ for salva
tion , is , in the words of 2 Corinthians 5 :  17,  "a new crea
ture , "  or a new creation . 

However, the initial change must be followed by other chang
es. A Christian is not perfect, but he is headed in that 
direction. He will finally be perfect, totally without sin, 
when he is with the Lord . But until that time he needs to 
continue to grow as a Christian, and to become more and more 
holy in his behavior . 

There is a close parallel between physical birth and spiritu
al birth. A baby is born, but we become alarmed if he re
mains a baby . He grows . He learns . He learns to walk, to 
talk, to feed himself, to relate to his parents and family as 
well as other people. we seem him develop not only physical
ly, but intel lectually and emotionally. And that development 
should continue as long as he lives . We should never stop 
learning; we should never stop developing as human beings . 

Christians are like that. we are born into God ' s  family, but 
we need to grow. There is much that we need to learn. We 
need to know how to live so as to please God. That is why we 
read the Bible. That is why we pray. That ought to be the 
reason that we go to church. Our lives are to be different 
after we become Christians. We soon learn how important it 
is for us to trust the Lord if we are to be what He wants us 
to be, and if we are to live the way He wants us to live . 
The Members of the Godhead never leave us alone in this , but 
they are always present to help us. 

we can see from Romans 12 : 1 ,  2 that Paul wanted us to make 
the right start. And we saw last week in verse 1 that the 
first thing that Paul told the Roman believers to do was 
this : 

Present your bodies a living sacrifice , holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
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And the same applies to us ! We need to do this . We need to 
recognize that we are "not our own, " but that we belong to 
the Lord . He has purchased us with the precious blood of His 
Son . And we need to be sure to notice that Paul was speaking 
of " a  living sacrifice. " This is different from the animal 
sacrifices in the OT ,  but it is not different from the way 
the pecple of the OT were to live . To claim to be a child of 
God means that we are saying that we belong to the Lord . 

But it is interesting to see the manner in which Paul pre
sented this truth . He besought them "by the mercies of God" 
to give themselves to the Lord . In view of all that God had 
done for them, Paul was urging them to present themselves 
from their hearts to be living sacrifices to God .  They were 
to be "holy" sacrifices , and so are we . And they were to be 
concerned about what is pleasing to God, not primarily what 
is pleasing to them, or pleasing to the world. 

But let me point out something that ought to encourage all of 
us this morning . 

Will you notice that the word "acceptable" is found in verse 
1,  and again in verse 27 It means well pleasing. But there 
is a different in who is going to be pleased . In verse 1 
Paul was speaking about what we must do if we are to be 
"acceptable , "  or well pleasing to God !  I n  verse 2 we see 
that what is "acceptable" to God is also going to be "accept
able" to us, wel l  pleasing to us ! When we think of giving 
ourselves to the Lord , we may be fearful that it won ' t  mean 
real happiness for us . But that is why we need to look at 
the Christian life as it is described in the Word , and not as 
our sinful hearts may try to make us think that it is . We 
have an in-born suspicion of God, and only the Holy Spirit 
using the Word can take it away. God has designed the 
Christian life to be pleasing to Him, knowing also that what 
pleases Him will also be most pleasing to us . 

But now let us go on to verse 2. What is the relationship 
between verses 1 and 27 

Verse 1 tells us what we are to do; verse 2 tells us how to 
do it. Verse 1 speaks of a once-for-all commitment to the 
Lord ; verse 2 shows how it is to be carried out in daily 
life. 

As long as we live we are going to have to be careful about 
being conformed to this world. And as long as we live we are 
going to have to be equally concerned about being transformed 
by the renewing of our minds. 

Both words , "be not conformed to this world, but be ye trans-
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formed" are addressed to us as our responsibility. We are to 
see to it that we are not conformed to this world. But we 
are also to see to it that we are transformed for the renew
ing of our minds. 

- But you will also recognize that both of these verbs suggest 
that there are powers and influences in the world to make us 
conformed to the world, while their are also powers and 
influences present in the life of a Christian to transform us 
by renewing our minds. The Devil tries to make us conform. 
OUr flesh responds to the sin that is in the world. And the 
world itself exercises a power over every person on the face 
of the earth. So the pressures are everywhere about us. 

On the other hand, we now belong to the Lord. God is at work 
in our hearts to make us willing, and then to enable us ,  to 
do His will. Christ is living in us, too. And we all should 
know that we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. In addition, we 
have a Ii ving and powerful Word in the Scriptures , and the 
Members of the Godhead work in us through the Word of God to 
make us what They want us to be. 

So we find ourselves in the middle of a constant struggle. 
The world wants us to conform, but God wants us to be trans
formed. How thankful we can be for the truth that the Apos
tle John has given us in 1 John 4:4! In the first three 
verses of the chapter John was speaking of "the spirit of 
antichrist" which is in the world. And then he added this 
word in verse 4 ,  showing how we can escape from that spirit: 

Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: 
because greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the world. 

Who is in the world? The Devil. 
Spirit. And who is the greater? 
greater! He is our hope that we 
this world, but can expect to be 
into what God wants us to be. 

Who is in us? The Holy 
The Holy Spirit -- far 

need not be conformed to 
more and more transformed 

But now while the world exercises pressure upon us to con
form, and the Holy Spirit works in to be transformed, let me 
emphasize as strongly as I can that you and I are responsible 
to see that the first doesn' t  happen to us, but that the 
latter does ! We can' t  do anything without the Lord ' s  help 
and blessing, but we are responsible to see that help so as 
not to be what we should not be ,  but to be all that God wants 
us to be. That is why we need to be faithful not just in 
reading the Word of God, but we need to feed upon it. And 
that is why we need to seek the fellOWShip of the Lord every 
day in prayer. God will help us , but we are responsible to 
seek His help. I can' t  emphasize this too much. We are 
going to heaven "on flowery beds of ease. " We are in a 
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conflict, and we must learn to "endure hardness" as good 
soldiers "of Jesus Christ" ( 2  Tim. 2 : 3 ) . There battles to be 
fought and victories to be won, but, praise God, in Christ, 
we are on the victory side! 

But let us make sure we know what we are talking about. 

I .  WHAT I S  THE mRID? 

Paul said, "And be not conformed to this world. "  What did he 
mean by, "this world"? 

> I I 
This is the Greek word, 0.. , W v ,  not \( 0 (f i"-0) . But sometimes 
these words are used almost synonymously. Both words speak 
of what is going on this earth. A; ';'v looks upon the world 
from the standpoint of time. we get our English word eon 
from it. From the time that the Devil tempted Eve and-
brought about the fall of Adam, he has been the god of this 
� ( 2  Cor. 4 : 4). He has exercised his authority here. 
Within the sovereign oversight and limitation which God has 
placed upon him, things have gone the Devil ' s way. He has 
his way of doing things which is altogether different from 
God ' s  way. The world has its own wisdan. It has it own 
objectives. It has its own fashions , but it also has its 
cares and its trials . The world is anti-God as well as anti
Christ. You and I were born into this world which is marred 
by sin, and which has no place for God. John described the 
cosmos as a place characterized by "the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes , and the pride of life" (1 John 2 : 16) . 

So the world is a place which is characterized by lust, by 
desire -- the lust for things, the lust for pleasure, the 
lust for money, the lust for power . "The pride of life" is 
the vainglory that is attached to this life. People will 
seek for rewards and notoriety of all kinds to such a degree 
that you would think that there was nothing else worthwhile. 

In our occupation with sports today, we need to remember what 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians so many years ago, 

Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crownl 
but we an incorruptible ( 1  Cor. 9 : 25b) . 

And the pursuit of these earthly honors leads often to crime, 
to immorality and dishonesty, to troubles that a person would 
not have otherwise. People can spend their whole lives 
seeking to gain the whole world, and all of the time they are 
losing their souls. 

we are really living in a nation which has been God-less, and 
we are reaping the harvest. We have a younger generation 
mich, in many respects , is out of control . we talk about 
peace when we have everything but peace. pick up your news-
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paper , or just look around you any day in the week, and you 
will be able to see what the writers of Scripture were talk
ing about when they spoke of the world. 

You not only see wickedness everywhere, but you see terrible 
spiritual blindness. Man really has no answers ,  but he keeps 
on thinking that he is going to find some somewhere, some
time. When you really see this wicked system which holds the 
people of the world in its grip, you see a whole way of life 
which is radically different from what it ought to be. And 
it is passing away. Cf .  1 John 2 :  17 • The world has no place 
for that which is holy and good in God ' s  sight. Oh, people 
may wish that things were different, but it is only for their 
own comfort and pleasure, not because they have any desire 
for God, nor any desire to please God. 

Think of some of the verses which speak of the world and its 
sin. Cf. 1 John 2 : 15-17; Tit. 2 : 11-14 . 

The world has its laws and its own standards of morality, but 
most people have forgotten, if they ever knew, that the only 
way you can have a standard of right and wrong is by acknow
ledging that God Who sets those standards. Otherwise you 
have everyone doing what is right in their own eyes , and 
there can be no absolute standard, or true standard, that 
way. 

So we look at the world. We have all been a part of it, and 
we have all been influenced by it. We continue to be influ
enced by it. We see its deceitfulness, its cares, its unsat
isfied desires , its corruption. What is to be our relation
ship to it now that we know the Lord . 

I I .  "BE NOT CONFORMED TO THIS IDRLD. " 

Vhat is conformity? What does it mean to be conformed, or 
not to be conformed? 

It means to fit in with what the world is , and with what the 
people of the world are doing. We talk about young people 
being under peer pressure. This is pressure to look alike, 
to talk alike, to do the same things , to go the same places . 
If you are going to be accepted by the world, this is what 
you have to do. 

Bishop Lightfoot, a noted Greek scholar and outstanding 
Christian of the last century , said in his commentary on 
philippians that the basic ideas in this word "=nformed" is 
that of instability and changeableness (p. 130) . He would 
translate Rom . 12 : 2  that we are not to fall in with the 
fashion of the world. Everything in the world changes. 
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Dress codes change. Moral standards change. We accept 
immorality in public officials, and lawlessness . The world 
is in a constant state of change. And one big , enonrous 
mistake the professing church has made is that of trying to 
keep up with the fashion of this world . There is much world
conformity among professing Christians today. The idea that 
the church should not change , is strongly opposed by many of 
her leaders . According to Bishop Lightfoot, if we are going 
to be conformed to the world, then expect evil to be called 
good, false apostles to be recognized as true, the Prince of 
darkness as an angel of light, and the ministers of Satan as 
the ministers of righteousness. 

If you are going to conform to the world, this is what you 
can expect -- the evil to be called good, and everything 
constantly changing, not to get better but to get worse! 

But let me say another thing about this word, "And be not 
conform. "  Paul did not say, Do not conform yourself to the 
world. He, of course, would mean that, but it apparently was 
unthinkable to him that a true child of God would deliberate
ly try to make himself like the people of the world . And so 
that was not his exhortation here. What he did say was, 
"Don ' t  let anyone else make you conform to the world! "  

You see, people are not content to be worldly themselves; 
they want to drag others down, too . Haven' t  you been under 
that pressure, and felt the power of it? The person who 
cheats wants to get others to cheat. The person who lies 
wants to get others to lie. Sins never travel alone, and 
neither do sinners . And young people, I hope you are listen
ing to me today, there are people you will meet wherever you 
go who will be intent on making you conform to the ways of 
the world, ways that will not only bring you troubles , but 
heartaches, and regrets that you will have to live with for 
the rest of your life. 

So don ' t  conform yourself to the world. That is unthinkable 
and inexcusable. But be just as sure that no one else makes 
you conform. The path that leads to destruction is wide, and 
there are lots of people going that way, the way of the 
world, the flesh, and the Devil . The path that leads to life 
is narrow, and it will always be narrow. Dare by the grace 
of God to be like Daniel and his friends who would not defile 
themselves with the king ' s  meet, and who would rather die in 
a fiery furnace than to fall down and worship anything or 
anybody except their God! 

Conc l :  This is a s  far as I am going today. I have just been 
dealing with the negative side of a holy life. If 

you and I are going to be holy there are many, many things 
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that we must not do, nor should we allow anyone else to wake 
us do them. If you are sirming in any way , if you are doing 
what you know is not pleasing to God , then by the grace of 
God stop it today, and don ' t  do it any longer . Pleasing God 
starts with stopping sin. You can ' t  stop in your own 
strength . Sin wakes slaves out of us . It is only by trust
ing the Lord to give you the strength to stop , and then by 
staying away from those places that you will be tempted , that 
you can please God by refusing to be like the world, or to 
live like the world. 

Those of you who are reading your Bibles have just finished 
the life of Moses . Moses had a very unusual begirming . As a 
baby he was taken out of the river where his mother had 
placed him in a little basket to preserve his life. Phar
aoh ' s  daughter found him, and until he was 40 years of age he 
was raised as a merrber of the royal family of Egypt. But God 
had been working in his heart all through those years , and 
when he was 40 he made a life-changing decision . We are told 
about it in the book of Hebrews in the NT 1500 years after he 
lived. This is what we are told. You wil l  find it in Heb . 
11 : 24-26. Listen as I read 'it to you . 

By faith Moses , when he was come to years , 
refused to be cal led the son of Pharaoh ' s  daughter; 
Choosing rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God , 

than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 
Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures of Egypt : 
for he had respect unto the recorrpence of the reward. 

Moses knew that this life is merely a preparation for eterni
ty .  And he wasn ' t  about to let himself be forced to conform 
to the ways of Egypt, the ways of the world. And so he cast 
his lot with the people of God . He may have given up the 
throne of Egypt, we can ' t  say for sure. But whatever he did 
give up, he refused to be conformed to "the pleasures of 
sin. " He was more concerned about pleasing God and spending 
eternity with Him. 

Remember : we give ourselves to the Lord as a once-for-al l  
sacrifice , "a living sacrifice. "  But we will need to spend 
our lives in this world refusing to be conformed to what 
people want us to be and do . We have a higher and happier 
calling; we want to please God. 
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THE TRANSFORMED LIFE 
Romans 12: 1, 2 

Romans #69 

Intro : This is the third Stmday that I have given to Romans 
12 : 1, 2 .  I have done this because of the tremendous 

importance of these two verses to our lives as Christians. 
\mat we need to know about Christian character and Christian 
life is all in these two verses . It doesn I t take long to 
rrernorize them (and this is something that we all should do) , 
but it wil l  take each one of us a lifetime to work out what 
Paul has told us here that we should do. Let me review 
briefly what we have learned , or should have learned so far. 

\-e can tell from the language of the Apostle in verse 1 that 
he considered what he had to say here of the utmost impor
tance. He wrote , " 1  beseech you . " This was his concern as a 
child of God, as their brother in Christ, and as an Apostle: 
- I . ·  It was not just something that the Spirit of God was 
directing him to write , but it was a message which carne frcxn 
his own soul , from the depths of his heart. 

What did he want them to do? 

He wanted them to present their bodies as a living sacrifice 
to Goo. This was a big order, a tremendously big order . He 
could not have asked them to do more than this . They were to 
make this presentation to Goo, not just of their money , nor 
just of their time , but of themselves ! They were to become 
living sacrifices . In a word , they were to become bonds laves 
of Goo. 

But what was the basis for this request? What right did he 
have to ask them to make such a sacrifice , a life-long sacri
fice? 

The answer is found in the expression, "the mercies of God. "  
This expression speaks of their salvation. It was because of 
v.nat God had done for them that God had the right to ask for 
such a sacrifice , and it was because of what God had done for 
them that Paul was commissioned to write this . It is very 
similar to what Paul wrote to the Corinthian church when he 
told them, 

Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
which is in you, which ye have of Goo, 
and ye cu:e DDt: :l/OR" CM1. 
Far: ye cu:e lxlIqrt- with a price. 

What was that price? It was the blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. By His death on the Cross He not only paid the 
penalty for our sins , but He purchased us for God. The 
controversy that has been going on for some time among evan-
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gelicals as to whether or not the Lord Jesus can be our 
Savior without being our Lord, is surely answered by these 
verses. 

Arrl look ahead to Rom. 14 : 7-9 . (Read. )  

So it was by virtue of Christ ' s  work on the Cross that Paul 
was exhorting the believers in Rome to give themselves com
pletely to the Lord -- their bodies , every part of their 
being. This was their reasonable service of worship. It is 
as Bishop Moule said so clearly in his commentary on Romans , 
"The divine truths first, and then and therefore the blessed 
life" (p. 322 ) . 

Paul seemed to know this before anyone told him because when 
the Lord stopped him on the road to Danascus , he asked the 
Lord Who He was . Arrl when the Lord told him, he responded 
immediately by saying, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do"?" 
Cf .  Acts 9 : 4-6 . 

What does the Lord want us to do"? He wants us to give our
selves to Him as "a living sacrifice, "  not primarily to die 
for Him, but to live for Him! 

But how do we do this"? Our answer is found in Rom. 12 : 2 ,  and 
there we are told two things: 
1) "Be not conformed to this world , "  this age. 
2 )  "But be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind ,  that 

ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and per
fect, will of God. "  

But now before we look in detail at the latter part of verse 
2, let me remind you of something I said last week which is 
very important, ideas conveyed to us in these verses which we 
must not forget. 

we give ourselves to the Lord as a once-for-all offering, a 
priestly sacrifice. But working out what that means will 
take us all of our lives. we constantly have to be on our 
guard against conformity to the world, its standards , its 
fashions , its objectives . Arrl at the same time we have to be 
pursuing a transformed life, we need to be continually seek
ing through the renewal of our minds a life in which we are 
doing that will of God which wil l  prove to be for us "good, 
and acceptable, and perfect. "  

Every day we face the negative, "Arrl be not conformed to this 
world. "  But we also face the positive, "But be ye trans
formed by the renewing of your minds. "  The pressures are 
always on us to be what the world wants us to be and to do 
what the world wants us to do. But the Spirit of God is in 
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us to enable us to turn from the world , and seek by God ' s  
grace to live a life that is pleasing to God. 

Please remember this . You and I must never let down our 
guard. The Enemy is always seeking our downfall . But if we 
are walking with the Lord , we are safe. 

Now let us look at the latter part of Ranans 12 : 2 ,  "But be ye 
transformed • • •  " 

First let us think about : 

I .  TRANSFORMATION. 

What did Paul mean by this? 

The word that Paul used here is the Greek verb from which we 
get our English word , metamorphosis . This is a scientific 
term which basically means , a change . And it is a change 
which is brought about through growth . I t  is the process by 
which a maggot becomes an adult fly, or a caterpillar becomes 
a butterfly, or a tadpole becomes a frog. The change which 
takes place in each case is described as a change in struc
ture and habits . 

This word is used in the Gospels of Matthew ( 17 : 2) and Mark 
( 9 : 2 )  to indicate that a great change came over our Lord as 

far as His appearance was concerned. He appeared in His 
glory before Peter , James , and John. Interestingly, Luke 
when speaking of our Lord ' s  transformation used another Greek 
expression which is translated, "the fashion of his counte
nance _ altered" ( Luke 9 :  29) . The idea is that His appear
ance became different from what it had been before . In our 
Lord ' s  case, He was not changed , but His appearance was 
changed . 

The only other time we find the Greek verb , , in 
the NT is in 2 Cor . 3 :  18 , the last verse in our scripture 
reading for today . There Paul wrote , 

But we all , with open (unveiled) face 
beholding as in a glass (mirror ) the glory of the Lord, 
are cbanged into that same image from glory to glory 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord . 

The verb is a present passive , suggesting that this is a 
progressive , a continual change, which is taking place in our 
lives , through the work of the Holy Spirit ! So this both 
agrees with Rom. 12 : 2 ,  and gives us a little added light on 

� what Paul meant. 

What this all amounts to is that we need to be changed . And 
the verb speaks of an inner change which is going to result 
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in changes both in our character and in our behavior . We are 
responsible to see that the change is taking place, but we 
need to realize also that we can ' t  change ourselves . we use 
the means that God has provided, but the Holy Spirit actually 
makes the changes that are needed. 

This is what Paul was talking about. We are saved. We are 
on our way to heaven. we are the children of God. But we 
need to be changed! The change has to take place within us 
first, but it will becorre more obvious outwardly as we grow 
in the Lord. 

Now we have learned that the Holy Spirit actually does this 
work, but, if we are to see that we are being transformed, 
what do we need to be concerned about? This brings us to the 
next part of the verse: 

I I .  THE RENEWING OF OUR MINDS . 

Paul ' s  staterrent is, "But be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your minds . "  

What does this suggest to us? I t  suggests that sin has 
corrupted man' s thinking -- your thinking, and my thinking. 
So our minds have to be renewed! 

'-, The only other time this word "renewing" is used in the NT is 
in Tit. 3 : 5 ,  

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, 
and zeoewing of the Holy Spirit. 

To renew is to bring about a complete change for the better 
by producing sorrething of a completely new and different 
quality. In order for us to be renewed, our minds have to be 
renewed. Our thinking has to be renewed. It has to be 
changed. Sin has corrupted our thoughts , and so everything 
is wrong in our lives until the Lord saves us. But even then 
it takes time for the changes to be made. 

we see illustrations of this every day. The criminal needs 
help in his thinking. He does what he does because his mind 
is haywire. But you don ' t  have to go to the criminal to see 
evidence of this. The man who spends all of his tine and 
energy on things in this life, and makes no preparation for 
eternity, is fouled up in his thinking. The man who is 
unfaithful to his wife, or the wife who is unfaithful to her 
husband, isn ' t  thinking clearly. The child who rebels 
against his parents and against society, is showing that his 
mind is not operating as it should. God has given us minds 
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to know right from wrong , to wil l  to do what is right, and to 
do it because that is what we want to do. But sin keeps us 
from thinking right thoughts. People are continually getting 
into trouble because their thinking is off on the wrong 
track. And one of the things that the Lord does for us when 
He saves us is to get our thinking back on the right track . 
It doesn ' t  all happen at once , but it gets started. 

But how does this renewal come about? 

The Lord starts this renewal when He convicts us of our sin. 
And when that happens we begin to start thinking about God 
and what He thinks about us and about what we have been 
doing . You see, one evidence of a corrupted mind is that 
people leave God out of their lives . People don ' t  know God, 
and they are not interested in knowing Him, and they surely 
don ' t  want Him telling them what to do, or not to do. In 
fact, they may have become so corrupted that they have con
vinced themselves that there is no God! What fools they are 
if that is the case ! You don ' t  need me to give you any more 
illustrations . Look at your own life, and you will see many 
reasons why you need to be renewed, parts of your life where 
you haven ' t  been thinking straight. 

The Lord starts the renewal when He saves us, but then it 
continues as we begin to read the Word , to learn about God, 
about His holiness , about how He defines sin. As 2 Cor . 3 : 18 
says , the Word of God is a mirror. We see the Lord in the 
Word, but we also see ourselves . And the Holy Spirit begins 
to straighten out our thinking . We see how proud we have 
been when we have every reason to be humble. We see how 
sinful we have been and what we need to do to be holy. We 
not only see the littleness of ourselves , but we learn that 
God is so great that He has the heart of kings in His hand , 
and He turns them where He wants them to go. We begin to see 
how wonderful the Lord Jesus Christ is , and our hearts re
spond to what Paul told the Philippians, "ret this mind be in 
you which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil . 2 : 5 ) . 

It is God Who gives us the ability to think correctly, and to 
want to do it, and to do it because we love Him. This is 
what it means to have our minds renewed. It means that if 
you want to get your thinking straightened out , you Imlst give 
your attention to the Word every day . 

This is why God told Joshua to meditate in the Word "day and 
night. " David described the happy man who delights himself 
in the Word of God .  We can ' t  go wrong if we are living 
according to the Word of God, but everything will be wrong as 
long as we ignore the Word of God. Sin has corrupted US I  
only God working by His Spirit using the Word in our lives 
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can get us straightened out. This is why we need to read the 
Word. This is why we need to be taught the Word. This is 
why we need to rrenorize it. Everything about the Christian 
life is different from the lives people live in the world. 
We need to find out what God wants us to be and what He wants 
us to do, and the only place you can learn that is in the 
Word of God! 

I hope the Lord is enabling me to speak to your heart today. 
We all need to be changed, and God brings about the changes 
that are needed by working on our minds . 

But I have one more point. 

I I I .  THE PURPOSE OF A RENEWED MIND. 

Obviously it is that we will be transformed, changed, made 
holy as the Lord wants us to be .  But in coming to that, how 
did Paul express himself here at the end of verse 2 in Romans 
12? 

He said, "That ye may prove what is that good, and accept
able, and perfect will of God . "  

To prove something is to test it. But the idea here is that 
in testing "the will of God , "  you and I will find that His 
will is what we have been looking for, that which we find to 
be "good" to us and for us ,  not merely "acceptable, " but 
totally delightful and wellpleasing to us, and "perfect, "  
that is, complete. We find that the will of God expressed in 
His Word is all that we need to make us acceptable to God and 
to bring the peace and joy and satisfaction which we have 
been looking for in the world, but could never find it. 

Merchants try to get us to buy their products by offering us 
a thirty-day, money back guarantee. What are they saying? 
They are saying that they are so sure we will like what they 
have that after using it for thirty days we will want to keep 
it. Well ,  I have tried some of those products , and have sent 
some of them back because I wasn' t  satisfied. 

God is not saying exactly that to us, but He is asking us to 
put His Word to the test and find that as the Word begins to 
get our thinking on track, we will find that God and Christ 
and the Holy Spirit and the will of God as expressed in the 
Word of God are all that we need. By nature our thinking 
leads us astray, and, if we continue in our own way things 
will get worse and worse. But if God in His grace has seen 
fit to make us hear, and we turn to Him, then things can be 
changed, and we will find a new joy in this life, and a 
prospect for glory throughout all eternity. The more we are 
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like the Lord, the more we will be pleasing to God, and the 
more we are pleasing to God ,  the greater will be our joy and 
blessing now and forever. 

Concl :  I f  you are not a Christian, that needs to be taken 
care of first. Christ died on the Cross for sinners. 

Our sins were that terrible in God I s sight. That I S where 
your thinking needs to be straightened out first. Cone to 
Him today. Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ to save you from 
the judgnent of God. Things can never be right in your life 
until you know the Lord as yours Savior. He has promised 
that whoever believes in Him, trusts in Him, will be saved. 

Most of you here today profess to know the Lord. Where do 
you stand in the light of Rom. 12 : 1 ,  2 .  Do these two verses 
describe the way you are living. If not, they should! We 
need to be holy, but the only way we can be holy is by refus
ing to go the way of the Word, and by seeking to be changed 
by the Holy Spirit as He enables us to be and do what we are 
told to be and do in the Word of God. 

May God give all of us who know Him a greater desire than 
ever before to say "no" to the world and its way, and "yes" 
to God and His will. 
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ONE BODY IN CHRIST 
Romans 12: 3-5 

Romans #70 

Intro : We are in the practical section of the book of Ro-
mans. It is based upon the doctrinal section of the 

book .  We need to have a foundation in Biblical doctrine 
before we can understand the Christian life. But , on the 
other hand , we need to rerrember that doctrine is not an end 
in itself . Doctrine leads into practical living . We are 
taught the truth of the Scriptures in order that we may live 
as God wants us to live. Any person who thinks he can live 
the Christian life and yet be ignorant of the doctrines of 
Scripture, is deceiving himself. We never stop learning . Or 
perhaps I should say that we never should stop learning. 
Some Christians do stop, but when they do, their spiritual 
progress stops too . I f  you stop learning you stop growing. 
It ' s  as simple as that. 

On one occasion when our Lord had given His disciples a 
practical lesson in the importance of humility (which we are 
going to be talking about this morning) , He said, "If ye know 
these things , happy are ye if ye do them" (John 13:17) . 
Every doctrine of Scripture has its practical application. 
And it is when we practice what we have learned that we show 
that we have really learned it. It is impossible for us to 
overemphasize the importance of teaching if we are careful to 
follow it with the practical application of what we have 
learned . 

For the three Sundays preceding our Easter Bible Conference 
we carefully examined the first two verses of this practical 
section of the book of Romans :  Romans 12: 1, 2. We saw that 
this is the foundation of all Christian living. We must 
first give ourselves to the Lord. We give our bodies as a 
living sacrifice to Him. Then, as we learn from Rom. 12:2, 
we spend our lives refusing to be conformed to these times in 
which we live , and, instead , seek to be constantly renewed, 
transformed, in our thinking , so we can prove by testing 
"what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God. " We all are to do this . This is our responsibility 
individually before God. I can ' t  do it for you, nor can you 
do it for me .  We present our own bodies to the Lord. We 
refuse to let our lives be patterned according to the way the 
world goes . Instead , we see through the Word and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit , to get our thinking straightened 
out so that we will live according to God ' s  wil l ,  not our 
wil l ,  nor anybody else ' s  wil l .  

Let me errphasize this . Romans 12:1, 2 must be taken person
ally by each one of us . If I don ' t  give my body to the Lord, 
nobody else is going to do it. If I don ' t  say "no" to the 
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world, nobody else i s  going to be able to say it for me .  And 
if I don ' t  say "yes" to God ,  nobody else is going to say it 
for me .  Here we all stand on common ground before the Lord. 

But now as we come to very 3 ,  we enter upon another aspect of 
our lives as Christians which is extremely important -- and 
when I say "extremely, "  that is exactly what I mean. And 
this also has to do with the word "body, " but in a different 
way . 

For the moment I am going to skip over verse 3 ,  and go to 
verses 4 and 5 .  In verses 4 and 5 Paul was teaching that the 
Roman believers were : 

I .  "ONE BODY IN CHRIST" (Rom. 12 : 4 ,  5) . 

As we are going to see in just a few moments ,  they were not 
the whole body of Christ, but they were a part of it. 

In verse 1 Paul had said what we are to do with our bodies , 
these physical bodies of ours which have a head , and eyes , 
and ears, and a mouth, and hands and feet, and so on. But 
God has also given us the capacity to think, to wil l ,  and to 
exercise various emotions . Our whole being , body, soul, and 
spirit , is to be given to the Lord. 

Now verse 4 gives us what we can call a self-evident truth. 
(Read. ) We all know that this is true . In each of our 

bodies we have "many members , "  but they do not all perform 
the same function. I think with my brain . I see with my 
eyes . I hear with my ears . I speak with my mouth . I work 
with my hands . I walk with my feet. 

My hands can ' t  do what my eyes do, neither can my eyes do 
what my hands do. My ears can hear my mouth speak, but my 
ears don ' t  speak. You can go on almost endlessly making 
contrasts like this . And we all know that this is true . We 
have many members , and they all have different functions .  we 
really don ' t  need the Bible to tell us this , but the Bible 
can point out a simple fact which we may not have paid much 
attention to. 

So a person does not need the Bible to tell us what is men
tioned in verse 4 .  If we have done anything thinking at all 
along this line, we have known this to be true. 

But verse 5 is a revelation. This is something that we would 
not know if it were not in the Bible . What does it say? 
(Read. ) 

It says that all of us are individual members of Christ. we 
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"are one body in Christ. "  Paul was led by the Holy Spirit to 
tell us that the human body is a picture, an illustration, 
not only of our relationship to Christ, but of our relation
ship to each other. Just as the various parts of our bodies 
are related to each other, belong to each other, so that 
every member is needed, the same is true about all of us in 
the body of Christ. This is the only verse in Romans where 
the body of Christ is mentioned. But Paul did mention it in 
1 Corinthians, Ephesians, and Colossians . 

I am going to ask you to turn to Eph. 1 ,  the last two verses 
of the chapter ( 22 and 23) , to see what the body of Christ 
is. (Read. ) 

Here we see that the body of Christ is "the church. "  Paul 
said the same thing in Col . 1 : 18 where he wrote, speaking of 
Christ, "And he is the head of the body, the church. "  

In Eph. 3 :  6 we are told that Gentiles believers would be 
placed along side of Jewish believers in "the same body. "  In 
Eph. 4 :  4 we learn that there is only "one body. "  Christ does 
not have many bodies , He only has one -- and that makes 
sense, too, doesn' t  it? You and I don' t  have several bodies; 
we have just one. You ladies may have several dresses, and 
we men may have several suits, but each of us just has one 
body. So it is with Christ. 

In Eph. 4 : 11, 12 Paul mentioned that "apostles • • •  prophets • • •  
evangelists , and • • •  pastors and teachers" have been given "for 
the edifying of the body of Christ . "  

And then in Eph. 4 :  15 , 1 6  we have another very inportant 
statement about the body of Christ. (Read. ) 

Now let me ask you to turn to 1 Cor. 12 where we have the 
longest section in which Paul spoke about this great spiritu
al body of Christ called, the church. Please turn to that 
chapter and let me read several verses to you while you 
follow me in your Bible. (Read vv. 12-27 . )  

This verse gives us an excellent foundation for our text in 
Romans. 

All believers are in the church, the body of Christ. We were 
placed there by the baptism of the Holy Spirit. We are like 
members of the human body. We all have different functions 
in the body. We all are necessary. There is to be no schism 
in the body, no division. Just as our human bodies work the 
best when they are all working in cooperation with each 
other, the same is true about us in the body of Christ. We 
need each other. We function together. And working togeth-
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er , growing together , we serve God most effectively and bring 
the greatest glory to Him and to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now in these passages Paul was not saying that the church at 
Rome was the body of Christ. Nor was he saying that the 
church at Corinth was the body of Christ. Nor was the church 
at Ephesus the body of Christ, nor the church at Colosse . 
All of these were local churches. The body of Christ is made 
up of all true believers throughout the world and throughout 
this whole age . Those of us who are true believers in Christ 
at Trinity Bible Church are a part of the body of Christ, but 
we are not the whole body. The body of Christ, the true 
Church of our Lord Jesus Christ on earth, is made up of all 
people throughout the whole world who genuinely know the Lord 
Jesus Christ as their Savior . Part of the Church is already 
in heaven , but we are still here on the earth. 

I hope you understand this . This is very important doctrine. 

But now let me add this. The Scriptures make it clear that 
churches like Trinity Bible Church are to be miniatures of 
the body of Christ. That is, the truths that apply to the 
whole Church, the whole body of Christ, apply to us as a 
local church . That is one reason we are called a church. It 
is not right to say that we are the body of Christ, but we 
are a part of it, and we are to function as a body. The body 
of Christ is much greater in nunbers than we are by our
selves . 

Remember that when we speak of the Church, the body of 
Christ, we are not talking about church members . we are 
talking about people who know Jesus Christ as their Savior . 
Not all church members are saved. You can be a member of a 
local church without being in the body of Christ. Only those 
people who have been saved and are believing in the Lord 
Jesus Christ are in the true Church, the body of Christ. 

But now let me go back to verse 3 .  Let me give this the 
heading: 

II • THE NEED FOR SOBER THINKING (Rom. 12: 3)  • 

There is one great enemy which we all have as a part of our 
old sinful nature which is going to give us trouble until we 
are finally with the Lord . That enemy is PRIDE ! 

I recently listened to a couple of tapes in which a pastor 
was speaking about election, and he said that we find our 
self-esteem in the doctrine of election. He brought out that 
we are not chosen by God for anything in us, but then contra
dicted himself by bringing in self-esteem. Election was 
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never meant to feed our self-esteem. We all have too much of 
that already as a part of our sinful natures . Self-esteem is 
nothing more than a rrodern word for pride . Self-love, self
worth, self-esteem all fall into the same category, and they 
do not belong in the life of a Christian. When we rightly 

- understand the doctrine of election it will humble us into 
the very dust of the ground . The doctrine election brings 
glory to God and ought to bring us into deep humility. 

Isaac Watts had it right when he wrote , 

Why was I made to hear thy voice, 
And enter while there ' s  room, 
When thousands make a wretched choice , 
And rather starve than come? 

' Twas the same love that spread the feast 
That sweetly drew us in; 
Else we had still refused to taste , 
And perished in our sin. 

What did Paul say in our text, in verse 3? 

Notice the authority with which he wrote : "But I say, 
through the grace given unto me. " 

'_ Do you remerrber in the Sermon on the Mount that the lJ:>rd said 
over and over , "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 
time , "  usually referring to something that Moses wrote , but 
then He added, "But I say unto you • • •  " You can have no 
greater authority than the lJ:>rd Jesus Christ. All He needed 
to say was ,  "But I say unto you. " It was the equivalent of 
saying, "Thus saith the lJ:>rd" -- which we read over and over 
again in the OT. This was the authority of the OT prophets: 
"Thus sai th the lJ:>rd . "  

Paul ' s  authority was equal to that of the OT prophets , but it 
was designated authority. That is , it was authority given to 
him by God as an apostle. But whenever Paul wanted to say 
something that he wanted the people of God to notice, he 
might preface it with words like we have here: "But I say , 
through the grace given Wlto me . ·  

Paul ' s  authority had come to him from Godl He described it 
as "grace. "  This in itself was a statement characterized by 
humility. He was saying that he did not deserve the position 
he had, but he was carrying out what he had been divinely 
commissioned to write . Therefore, when we think of the 
Christian life, we must not forget this word found in the 
rest of the verse. (Read verse 3 . )  
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Paul was not just speaking to the men, but lit. to all, to 
men, women, young people, children -- all who knew the Sav
ior . Even one person who walks and/or who talks in pride can 
create great problems for any church . As Peter put it lit. , 
we are to "be clothed with humility. " Cf. I Pet . 5 : 5 .  

I hope you remember what I said two weeks ago about having 
our minds renewed ! Sin has corrupted our thinking. We see 
illustrations of this every day we live. One of our Supreme 
Court justices announced his retirement this past week .  He 
was probably a very brilliant man in many respects , but in at 
least one matter of great moral significance his thinking was 
corrupted , and some day , if he does not repent, he is going 
to have to face God for what he did in pushing the legaliza
tion of abortion. 

But all of us by nature have corrupted minds . We do think 
more highly of ourselves than we should. Pride is woven into 
all that we say and do. And when you think of what Paul had 
said in verse 1 and 2 ,  his words in verse 3 seem to be a 
warning that we can even be proud of our obedience to God. 
And when we are , that ruins it. Or we can be proud of the 
place we have in the body of Christ, or, to look ahead, we 
can be proud of the gifts that we have which God has given us 
to be exercised for His glory, Nor OUR GlORY ! And, as our 
verse tells us, whatever place God has given us in the body 
of Christ, and however He may see fit to use us, it is always 
by "faith. "  This means that it is only by trusting Him that 
we can be or do anything that wil l  glorify God, be a blessing 
to others , and bring contentment to our own hearts . 

We need to learn "to think soberly . "  Not to think soberly is 
actually to be insane . When the L:>rd delivered the demon 
possessed man who broke chains and tore fetters apart, this 
word was used by Mark ( 5 : 15)  to say that he was "in his right 
mind . "  The Bible indicates that a proud person is insane. 
He is like a drunk who needs to be sobered up . He says 
ridiculous things and does ridiculous things . They might be 
very acceptable to the world, but to God it amounts to insan
ity. Paul said, 

For if a man think himself to be something, 
when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself (Gal. 6 : 3 ) . 

Let me give you an exanple of thinking soberly. The words 
were written by Dr .  James M. Gray who used to be the Presi
dent of the Moody Bible Institute. Here is his testimony : 

Naught have I gotten but what I received 1 
Grace hath bestowed it and I have believed; 
Boasting excluded, pride I abase; 
I ' m  only a sinner saved by grace ! 
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Once I was foolish, and sin ruled my heart, 
causing my footsteps from God to depart; 
Jesus hath found me ,  happy my case; 
I now am a sinner saved by grace! 

Tears unavailing, no merit had I ;  
Mercy had saved me ,  or else I must die; 
Sin had alarmed me ,  fearing God ' s  face; 
But now I ' m a sinner, saved by grace! 

Suffer a sinner whose heart overflows , 
Loving his Saviour to tell what he knows; 
Once more to tell it would I embrace-
I ' m only a sinner saved by grace! 

Only a sinner saved by grace ! 
Only a sinner saved by grace! 
This is my story, to God be the glory, -
I ' m  only a sinner saved by grace! 

Concl :  These are the words of a man who was thinking sober-
ly. He wasn' t  drunk on his own pride. He was seeing 

things clearly because he saw clearly who he was , and he saw 
clearly Who God was and Who the Lord Jesus Christ. I am a 
sinner; He is my Savior. I deserved hell ;  He is taking me to 
heaven. Pride was my ruin; grace has brought me salvation. 

The Lord Jesus Christ has saved us. We are in His body, the 
Church. We are members of His body, with a special place and 
ministry which He has given us. Is this to feed my self
esteem? If it does , it is because I don ' t  understand how 
much the Lord has done for me ,  and what it cost Him to save 
me and to put me in His Church. 

All that God has done for us is for His glory, not ours . And 
in our relationship with God ,  with each other, and even with 
the world, we need always to remember that we are only sin
ners saved by grace! 

If you are not a believer in Christ, if you are not trusting 
Him for your salvation, let me say that to ignore Him, or to 
neglect Him, or to feel that you are all right without him, 
is the worst kind of insanity. May the Lord make you sober 
this morning, and turn your heart in faith to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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USING OUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
Romans 12 : 6-8 

Romans # 71 

Intro: I want to consider with you today verses 6, 7 ,  and 8 
of Romans 12. But before we turn to them , let me 

review with you what has gone before in this chapter . 

Chapter 12 is the real beginning of the practical section of 
this letter to the church at Rome . In the first eleven chap
ters of Romans Paul taught them what they as Christians were 
to believe. Then from chapter 12 on he taught them how they 
were to live . 

Their first responsibility (and ours ) , according to Romans 
12:1, 2, was to give themselves to the Lord as living sacri
fices. we present our bodies as living sacrifices to God . 
We do this once. we can recognize every day that we have 
done this , but we do it once . We do not do it over and over . 
However , every day we have to say "no" to the world, and 
"yes" to God, as far as our daily lives are concerned . Paul 
indicated in verse 2 that men naturally have had their 
thoughts corrupted by sin. And so we have to learn to think 
correctly, to think the way God wants us to think. We need 
to be concerned about what He wants us to do, and not just 
about what we want, or what other pecple want. This struggle 
(because that is what it i s )  will go on throughout our lives . 

But this is the way we grow and become stronger in the Lord . 
The Holy Spirit helps us . The Word of God shows us the way. 
But we are responsible before God to make sure that we are 
not continuing to be conformed to the world, but that we are 
seeking that transformation by which the God is making us 
more and more like His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The second thing that we learn from Romans 12, in verses 3 
through 5 ,  is that when we are saved we are made members of a 
great spiritual body. Christ is the Head , and every true 
Christian is a member of this body. The body is called, the 
Church . All who truly know the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior 
are members of His body. And, like a human body, we as mem
bers all belong, but we do not all have the same function. 
If we all were to do the same thing , then we would not be a 
body . A body has many different members. Each member ful
fills its own particular function, and yet , at the same time, 
all of the members work in harmony with each other . Your 
body is an il lustration of the body of Christ, the Church. 

Now, beginning with verse 6 and going through verse 8, the 
Apostle gave seven member-functions that you will find in the 
Church. Let me point them out for you . (Read. ) 

TWo other times Paul gave a list of merrbers of the body. One 



Rom. 12: 6-8 ( 2 )  

is in Ephesians 4 ,  and the other i s  in 1 Corinthians 12 . The 
one in Ephesians has to do with leaders in the Church l the 
one in 1 Corinthians also has to do with the leaders also, 
but it broadens out somewhat to other members of the body. 
1 Corinthians 12 through 13 have to do with the subject of 
spiritual gifts. 

None of these lists is necessarily complete. It is clear 
that we all have at least one gift, that is, a particular 
place or way in the body of Christ where the Lord expects to 
use us. We don' t  have to wait to find out for sure what our 
gift is. The Lord will make that clearer to us by the way He 
uses us. It is always important for others to recognize that 
we have a certain gift, or gifts. Sometimes people claim 
that they have certain gifts, but nobody else may feel that 
they do. So we need to pay attention to doors that are open 
to us, ways in which the Lord blesses us ,  and also that which 
gives us particular joy. Paul knew that he was called to 
preach the Gospel, and he knew also that he couldn' t  be happy 
doing anything else . And he was so devoted to the work that 
the Lord had called him to do that he would rather die that 
not do it. That is eventually what happened to him . He laid 
down his life because he would not stop preaching the Gospel 
of the grace of God. 

Before we seek to define the gifts which Paul mentioned here, 
let me say one or two things about the use of our gifts. 

Paul taught here in Romans 12 that we are to humbled by the 
place that God has given us in the body. Even the apostles 
were not to be proud because they were apostles. Paul said 
that he wasn ' t  worthy to be an apostle . We all should be 
able to say the same thing about the place that the Lord has 
given us in the body of Christ. Whatever it is, we are not 
worthy of it. It is ours by grace, and by grace alone. It 
is not some kind of a reward that we have earnedl it is a 
gift, an honor, an undeserved honor, that the Lord has 
bestowed upon us. This is what Paul had in mind when he 
wrote in verse 6 that our gifts are .. according to the grace 
that is given to us." The Greek word for gift is ___ -::;-
the root of which is the Greek word for grace, So 
our gifts are not rewards 1 they are gifts, and that is why we 
speak of them as spiritual gifts . 

A second thing that we learn from these verses is that no one 
of us is to try to do everything. God has given us our place 
in the body of Christ, and we are to serve the Lord where we 
are with the talents that we have. But one of the joys and 
blessings of the position that we have is that of working 
together with others. We always need to remember that we are 
members of a body, the body of Christ. 
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Then there is a third thing that I want to mention about 
spiritual gifts . They are to be exercised " according to the 
prqxxt.ian of faith" (v. 6 ) . What does this mean? 

"The proportion" is the Greek word from which we get our 
English word analogy. This means that there is a direct 
relationship between our faith and the ability that we will 
have to exercise our gift. As we grow in the Lord, our faith 
in the Lord grows . And as our faith grows , so there will be 
an increase in our ability to do what the Lord has given us 
to do. 

People often have the idea that if we have the gift from the 
Lord to do something that we will be immediately capable of 
doing that work with perfection. For exaIll'le, if I have the 
gift of teaching , then I wil l  be the best I can and better 
than anyone else. That is not what Paul was saying . He was 
saying that God gives us our gifts , but that our gifts are 
exercised by our faith. Therefore, as our faith grows be
cause we are growing in the Lord, there will be greater 
blessing and great effectiveness in the exercise of the gift 
which we have . A growing faith is the result of our spiritu
al growth. As we learn to trust the Lord more, we are going 
to be more capable of serving the Lord in a manner that is 
more pleasing to the Lord , and more of a blessing to people, 
and with greater joy for ourselves . 

Now let us look at the gifts which Paul mentioned here . 

I mentioned that there are seven, and that there are two 
other lists in the writings of the Apostle Paul . Those other 
two lists begin with "apostles , "  and then go on to "proph
ets . "  Why is this different? 

If you wil l  look back verse 3 you will see that this list 
actually begins also with an apostle. Paul was speaking of 
himself as an apostle when he used the same expression that 
he used in verse 6 :  "through the grace given unto me. "  In 
verse 6 he said, "According to the grace that is given unto 
us . "  So he had his position in the body of Christ by the 
grace of God j ust as others did in their offices. 

The first gift is : 

1 .  "PROPHECY" (Ran. 12 : 6) • 

One thing we learn as we get better acquainted with the New 
Testament is that there were some gift which were temporary. 
The gift of healing was temporary . For example, even before 
the NT was completed we find that Paul left Trophirnus at 
Miletus "sick" ( 2  Tim. 4 : 20). Evidently Paul did not have 
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the same power then that he had earlier in his ministry. The 
same can be said about speaking in tongues . As the Gospel 
became established anong different groups , tongues were no 
longer used. What people call today speaking in tongues is 
not what the NT speaks of. 

To some extent the same must be said about the gift of pro
phecy. NT prophets were preachers , but they were preachers 
who often spoke by divine revelation. More than that, they 
were preachers who built upon the revelations which God had 
already given. When the apostles spoke of Christ and His 
work, using quotations from the ar ,  they were exercising the 
prophetic ministry. Prophets were God ' s spokesmen, and they 
were to be very careful that what they spoke was in fact the 
Word of the living God! They all prophesied according to 
their understanding, but they were to make sure that they did 
not say anything that was not the Word of God. As their 
faith grew, so did their understanding, and so did their 
power and their effectiveness .  

II . MINISTRY ( Rom .  1 2 : 7 ) . 

This is a ministry which covers a lot which is done in any 
church. This is the word from which we get our word deacon, 
but it includes more than just the office of the deacon 
(although it includes that) . It is a ministry of serving the 

Lord ' s  people, a ministry of doing rather than a ministry of 
speaking. 

Peter was contrasting this with the ministry of teaChing when 
he wrote these words in 1 Pet. 4 : 1 1 :  

If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God ;  
if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability 
which God giveth: that God in all things 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

Think of all that goes on in a church, and anong church 
people , which is primarily doing, not teaching. Here we have 
the work of our deacons , the people who prepare for our 
Communion Services , those who usher, those who serve refresh
ments on Tuesday and at other times , the men who tapes our 
services and mail them out, our Church Secretary, those who 
work in the nursery, those who make quilts for our newlyweds 
and their first babies . I could go on and on. It is inter
esting that the Lord places this before those who teach 
because the ministry of those who serve makes possible the 
ministry of those of us who teach of the Word. And it is 
equally interesting that deacons are mentioned in the bcok of 
Acts before elders . We see in all of this the high place of 
honor that the Lord gives to those who serve. 
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And all of this is to be done for the glory of God and is 
just as essential for the work of the Lord as anything else. 
Those of you who fall into this category are God ' s  gift to 
Trinity Bible Church. 

III . "HE THAT TEACHETH" (Rom. 12 : 7 ) . 

This includes many of us. How important it is that we teach 
the Word of God. And how important it also that our teaching 
get better and better. By that I mean that we show greater 
understanding of the Word so that we can be a greater bless
ing and inspiration to the people we teach. We need to revel 
in the truth so that those we teach will revel in it also. 
How wonderful it is to be able to teach like the Lord Jesus 
did on the road to Emnaus ! He gave those disciples burning 
hearts as He opened the Scriptures to them. 

If a person is going to teach, he has to study. And if he is 
going to study properly, he is going to have to pray. This 
is why we are all here: to be taught the great truths of the 
Word of God, and then to be shown how it is to be translated 
into our daily lives. 

IV. "HE THAT EXHORTEl'H" (Rom. 12 : 8 )  • 

Two other possible translations of the word "exhorteth" is 
the word encourageth, or comforteth. The NIV has translated 
the first part of this verse in this way: "If it is encou
raging, let him encourage. "  Or we could say, "He that encou
rageth, on encouragement. " 

When I was going through the darkest hours I have ever had in 
the ministry, there was a lady from Switzerland who, in addi
tion to my own family, was my great encourager. I know that 
many were supporting me in prayer, but I was especially 
conscious that the Lord used dear Mrs . Edith Willies in those 
days to keep me going. She was my senior by a few years in 
the work of the Lord. She had been a missionary to South 
America, spoke four languages fluently, had walked closely 
with the Lord for many years , and she was my Encourager in 
those days . She had been supported by Central Bible Church 
from the time that she first went to the field. Lucille put 
together a notebook of letters that Mrs. Willies wrote to us 
during those days , and it is one of my most treasured posses
sions . And she never stopped writing those encouraging 
letters until the Lord took her home. She encouraged me by 
her faith which had been tested and proven through her years 
of fellowship with the Lord. What a dear she was ! 

Many of you have ministered to me in that way, and I have 
observed with thanksgiving how you have ministered to each 
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other. What would we do without that grasp on the arm, or 
that telephone cal l ,  or that letter? We all need our encou
ragers . 

V. "HE THAT GIVEl'H" (Rom. 12 : 8 ) . 

The KJV seems to give the impression that there are some 
people who have the gift of giving. That may be true in some 
cases . I recently read the life of Henry Crowell, the found
er of the Quaker Oats Company, a man who became very weal thy 
and who gave generously to the Lord ' s  work, especially to the 
Moody Bible Institute . And such a person would be included 
here. 

But this speaks of any of us when we are able to give. The 
Lord gives us what we have, and we need to honor Him with the 
lOOney that He gives us, whether it be great or small .  But 
let our giving be "with simplicity . "  This means that you and 
I are to be as generous as we can, and yet at the same time 
to be as quiet as we can about what we do. We are not to do 
it to get the praise of others . We are not to let even our 
right hand know what our left hand is doing. Cf. Matt. 6 : 3 .  

VI . "HE THAT RULETH" (Rom. 12: 8 ) . 

This statement probably comes closer to singling out the work 
of the elders than any of the other gifts that are mentioned 
here. Elders are to be teachers ,  to be sure, but teaches do 
not necessarily need to be elders . However , it is the job of 
the elders to rule, to have the oversight of the Lord ' s  work, 
and to make sure that it stays on track. 

I am very thankful to the Lord that our elders are likeminded 
on this , but I have been in situations where you are always 
having to put on the brakes , or to keep the church on the 
road that the Lord intended for her to take. If you are 
engaged in that kind of work, always having to deal with 
people who want to go beyond the Word just to get a crowd, it 
can be very, very wearying! But those who rule are to be 
diligent! This means that they are to exercise the greatest 
care, and to do it eagerly and quickly. Churches today are 
being drawn away from the course laid out in the Word of God 
because there are so few arrong the leadership of our churches 
who are willing to rule. It is not always an easy task, nor 
a pleasant task, but it has to be done. The Church looks 
more like the world today than it does the Church because of 
failure at this point. And I say to the Lord ' s  glory that we 
all should be thankful for the elders and the deacons that we 
have who are not afraid to stand for the truth of the Word of 
God -- in doctrine as well as practice .  
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Always remember that mercy is associated with misery. Where 
there is misery of any kind, there is the need for mercy. 
Mercy means to show compassion, and this can be by word, or 
deed, or both. An excellent example is in the Lord ' s  parable 
of the Good Samaritan. A better example, the best example, 
is to be seen in our Lord ' s  mission from heaven to earth to 
save us from the miseries we experience because of our sin -
the greatest of which is HELL ! 

This needs to be done in the church, but it also needs to be 
done in the world. Such compassion is often used by the Lord 
to open the heart of a sinner to the message of the Gospel. 
It takes time and it often takes money, but Paul ' s  instruc
tion to us is that it should be done "with cheerfulness . "  

This word, "cheerfulness , "  is the same expression that Paul 
used in 2 Cor. 9 : 7  where we read that we are to give, "not 
grudgingly, nor of necessity: for god loveth a cheerful 
giver. "  It lit. means that God loves a hilarious giver. And 
so if we are to show mercy with cheerfulness , we are not to 
do it reluctantly, nor because we feel that we have to, but 
we are to do it with very apparent joy, exuberant joy, be
cause we have the privilege of helping someone in need. And 
we do it for the Lord ' s  sake, because we know that this is 
one thing that pleases Him. 

Concl :  And there you have it -- one of several places in 
Scripture where we see God ' s  pattern for His Church. 

It is to be seen in the body of Christ as a whole, but also 
in the local church, in our local church. If we are anything 
like this , let ' s  not foolishly pat ourselves on the back. 
The glory belongs to the Lord, and so let us give it all to 
Him. And yet at the same time let us remember that state
ment, "according to the proportion of faith. "  No church is 
so good that it cannot become a better church. 

When we read a passage like this we ought to feel like the 
disciples felt when they were told that they needed to for
give their brother seven times a day if he sinned and repent
ed that often. They said, "Lord, increase our faith" (Luke 
17 : 5 )  • 

These three verses, Romans 12 : 6-8 , give us the Lord ' s  plan 
for us His people. We need to have our faith increased so 
that, in trusting the Lord more than we do now, we shall be 
able to do an even better work of glorifying Him by being 
what He wants us to be ,  and by doing what He wants us to do. 
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THE WILL OF GOD FOR DAILY LIVING 
Romans 12 : 9-14 

Romans #72 

Intro: Since beginning with the practical section of the 
book of Romans we have learned three things : 

1 )  That we are to give ourselves to God as living sacrifices 
so that we may live according to His will . 

2 )  That we are all members of a great spiritual body, the 
Church. And that, as such, we are members of each other. 

3 )  That we all have a gift, or gifts , from God to be used in 
the ministry of the Church. 

Now we know that all three of these great truths represent 
the will of God for us, His people. It is His will that we 
give ourselves to Him. It is also His will that we be mem
bers of the body of Christ. It is also God ' s  will that each 
of us have a gift, or gifts , by which the Church is to be 
edified. And He has so gifted us . But as far as our daily 
living is concerned we are yet to be told what God ' s  will is 
for our daily lives. And yet we were told in verse 2 of this 
chapter that we are to "prove what is that good , and accept
able, and perfect will of God. " What, in particular, is the 
will of God? 

The beginning of the answer is found in verses 9 and follow
ing. But it doesn ' t  stop there; it goes on into chapters 13,  
14 , and 15 . (Chapter 16 is devoted to greetings from Paul to 
particular people in the church at Rome. ) 

But the point I am making is that beginning with Romans 12 : 9  
Paul became intensely practical . In a series of rather 
short statements Paul told the how they were to live. But, 
if you will look closely at those statements, you will see 
that they not only have to do with BEHAVIOR, but they have to 
do with CHARACTER. God is not just concerned about what we 
are going to do; He is concerned with what we are! If our 
obedience is merely an outward display, but does not come 
from the heart, it is hypocrisy. And the Lord has no use for 
hypocrisy. This is what the Lord found very objectionable 
about the scribes and Pharisees. They were hypocrites ! They 
said a lot of good things , and they did a lot of good things , 
but it was all " show. " In fact, the Lord said that they say, 
but do not! That is , they outwardly made a good appearance, 
but it did not come from the heart. And so the Lord totally 
rejected what they did. 

That is often our problem. People outside of the church 
complain that there are hypocrites in the church -- and they 
are right! There are hypocrites in the church. But that 
does not mean that the Lord approves of them, nor does a true 
NT church approve of them. The OT and the NT severely con-
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demn hypocrisy in any form! 

This morning I am not going to take all of the verses from 9 
to the end of the chapter, but we wil l  only go, the Lord 
willing, to verse 14 . That is about all that we will have 
time for. But I want to divide these six verses into three 
parts as follows: 
1) In verses 9 and 10 Paul was speaking of love, the kind of 

love that you would expect to find in the church. 
2)  In verse 11 he was speaking of the Lord ' s  work. 
3 )  In the last three verses of our text, 12 , 13 , 14 , Paul 
was speaking of trials. 

Let us examine what Paul had to say about these three sub
jects. 

I .  LOVE (Rom. 12 : 9, 10) . 

If there is one characteristics you would expect to find 
among the Lord ' s  people, it is love -- not mere human love, 
but divine love: "the love of God • • •  shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us " (Rom. 5 : 5) . 

When our Lord was here on earth one of the things that He 
said about love to His disciples was this: 

By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another (John 13 :35) . 

The Apostle John wrote in 1 John 3 : 14 , 
We know that we have passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren. 
He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. 

So whatever else you might expect to find in the church, you 
should always be able to find love -- love for God ,  and the 
love that the people of God have for each other . 

A. "Let love be without dissimulation" (Rom. 12 : 9a) . 

Paul said here that we should make sure that our love is 
"without dissimulaticn" !  What is dissimulation? 

That is a perfectly good, twentieth century English word, but 
probably most of us never heard it until we found it in our 
Bibles. It speaks of a person who tries to conceal one ' s  
true feelings or intentions by pretending to be just the 
opposite. That is why in most of our modern translations you 

- will find the word hypocrisy. The NIV translates this state
ment, "Love must be sincere. "  Paul said that our love must 
be genuine. We must not only pretend that we love each 
other, but we must really love each other. 
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Now the very statement suggests that there are people in the 
church who are fakes . They are hypocrites because there is 
nothing to their pretended love . It behooves each one of us 
to search our own hearts to make sure that we really do love 
the people of God. 

Judas Iscariot did a superb job of pretending to love the 
Lord when actually he didn ' t  love the Lord at all. 

But there is another way in which the love of the Lord ' s  
people can be tested , and this brings US to our second state
ment : 

B .  "Abhor that which i s  evil ;  cleave to that which is 
good" (Ran. 12 : 9b) . 

Most of don ' t  like sin, and we don ' t  want to sin, but how 
nany of us really "abhor" sin? How nany of us utterly detest 
sin? We all by nature have an interest in sin. We are 
curious about it. We may indulge ourselves in seeing others 
sin. But few really "abhor" sin! 

If you abhor sin, you are like the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
Heb . 1 :  9 we read a quotation from Psalm 45 which is applied 
to our Lord, and it has this to say about Him: 

Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity ; 
therefore God, even thy God , 

hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness 
above thy fellows. 

It can be said of our Lord Jesus Christ that He loved right
eousness and hated iniquity more than any person who ever 
lived . And what was the result? Did He miss something good 
out of life? Absolutely not ! Although He was " a  nan of 
sorrows , "  yet His j oy surpassed the j oy of everyone else who 
has ever lived. 

"Cleave to that which is good. "  "Cleave" comes from the 
Greek word for glue. Separate yourself from sin as far as 
possible, but get so c lose to that which is good that you can 
never been separated from it. 

What is good? It is anything that has to do with God, and 
everything that has to do with pleasing God . We have a good 
God who does good, and who wants us to be good, i . e . , like He 
is I The more you stick to God and are determined to please 
God, the greater your j oy and blessing wil l  be. And let us 
remember that we can ' t  love God and sin at the same time. 

It is very interesting to me to see how Paul began this 
practical part of the book of Romans . 
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Who in Scripture besides our Lord illustrates this? I would 
say that Joseph did. He was tempted every day by potiphar ' s  
wife. One day he was carrying out his duties , and he found 
himself alone in the house with Potiphar ' s  wife. She insist
ed that they engage in sin. Do you remember how Joseph 
answered her? Many men would not have even tried to resist 
such a temptation. But this is what Joseph said : -How then 
can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?- (Gen. 
3 9 : 9 ) . Joseph abhorred sin because he loved God so much. 

That is the second thing that Paul had to say about love. 
What was the third? Look at verse 10. 

c. "Be kindly affectioned one to another with brother
ly love; in honour preferring one another" (Rom. 
12 : 10 ) . 

without trying to get technical about the words that are used 
in this passage for love, let me point out that in verse 9 
where Paul wrote, "let love be without dissimulation, "  he 
used the word, o.�c(nVi. But in verse 10 he used two words 
which have �\i\t!.w as their root. Both are expressive of the 
love of God. In o..ic::.""'"l we see God ' s  loving choice; in 9'>-.{w 
we see the intensity of God ' s  love. God gets emotional about 
those of us who are members of His family, and He wants us to 
get emotional in our love for each other just as we are 
emotional in our love for our families . After all we are 
brothers and sisters in God' s  family if the Lord Jesus Christ 
is our Savior. 

Think for a moment about how much we love our families, or 
let me state it this way -- about how much you love your 
family. They have a place in our hearts which no one else 
has . The prodigal son ' s  brother couldn' t  understand why his 
father got so happy when his sinning brother came back home, 
but I am reasonably sure that the reason was , because he was 
not yet a father. Do you remember what the father said after 
his prodigal son had returned? He called his servants, and 
told them to prepare a feast, and then said, 

For this -.y son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found (Luke 15 : 24a) . 

What are the key words in that verse? "MY SON ! "  "MY SON! "  
And everyone who attended that feast, and who shared that 
father ' s  joy, was being "kindly affectioned • • •  with brotherly 
love. II -I\LSO :Of',,-\) \ 1" 50  �'f FoR. A B> � A l-oN\ - 7.. SAN\.. \ <i.'. ��. 

When you and I love each other with the same kind of family 
love that we have for our own families in the flesh, then we 
are getting closer to what it means to be "kindly affectioned 
one to another with brotherly love . "  
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How wonderful it is to be brothers and sisters in the family 
of God, and the Lord wants us to love each other that way 
because that is what we are. 

The rest of the verse reads, "In honour preferring one anoth
er. " What are we to learn from this? 

The best way I know how to illustrate this so that we will 
all understand what Paul meant, is by asking you to remember 
how John the Baptist felt about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

They were relatives, you know, probably cousins , related 
through their mothers . But John the Baptist gladly stepped 
aside when the Lord Jesus began His public ministry saying 
that "He must increase, but I must decrease. "  And all along 
John the Baptist had said that he was not worthy to untie the 
Lord ' s  sandals . He spoke of the Lord as One Who was pre
ferred before him. 

How different were James and John early in their ministry 
when they wanted to sit on the right hand and the left hand 
of the Lord when He came into His kingdom! 

What does this all mean? It means that we are to walk humbly 
before God and with each other, not driven by selfish ambi
tion, but zealous for the glory of God. 

Illus : Whitefield ' s  comment about whether or not we will see 
John Wesley in heaven. 

The next part of Paul ' s  instructions have to do with: 

I I .  THE LORD ' S  IOClRK (Rom. 12 : 11) . 

A. "Not slothful in business . "  

Paul meant by this statement that we are not to be lacking in 
diligence or zeal . We are all members of the body of Christ, 
and each one gifted in some way to serve the Lord. And we 
are to be diligent in whatever place the Lord has given us 
even though our efforts may go unnoticed. Laziness is total
ly unacceptable in he work of the Lord. 

B.  "Fervent in spirit. " 

The only other time this expression is used in the NT is in 
Luke ' s  description of Apollos ' ministry in Acts 18 : 25 .  This 

'- is the opposite of being "slothful in business . "  It means to 
be hot! It speaks of being zealous in serving the Lord, not 
just outwardly, but inwardly -- "in spirit. "  
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c .  "Serving the Lord. " 

We sometimes sing that hymn, "We have not known Thee as we 
ought. "  The fourth verse of that hymn goes like this : 

We have not served thee as we ought; 
Alas ! the duties left undone , 
The work with little fervor wrought, 
The battles lost, or scarcely won! 
Lord , give the zeal , and give the might , 
For THEE to toil, for THEE to fight. 

It is easy to forget that we are serving the Lord , that we 
are the Lord ' s  bondservants. He is worthy of our greatest 
zea l .  Our best efforts fall far below what the Lord deserves 
from us. This does not call for some special assignment in 
the church, but doing what we are can do with the opportuni
ties that are at hand . In the ordinary work of any day we 
should realize that we are serving the Lord . 

I must hurry to conclude these verses which I have chosen as 
my text for the morning . Linking these with what has preced
ed, let me point out that faithful living (vv. 9 ,  10) leads 
to faithful service (v. 11) , but both of these inevitably 
lead to trials and opposition in the work of the Lord. And 
so it should not be surprising to us to see that next in 
order Paul spoke of: 

I I I .  TRIALS (Rom. 1 2 : 12-14) . 

A. "Rejoicing in hope" (v. 12 ) . 

David Brown, in his commentary on Romans in the JFB series , 
said, 

It is more lively to retain the order and the verbs of the 
original : ' In hope , rejoicing; in tribulation, enduring; 
in prayer, persevering ' (VI , p. 266) . 

One of the chief benefits of our trials in walking with the 
Lord and serving the Lord, is that it makes us look forward 
with greater anticipation and joy to the hope we have of 
glory. We are not to be here under the present conditions 
forever. We have but a short time to serve the Lord, and it 
must be done with j oy in our hope even though the way is hard 
and the Enemy is always working against us . His doom is 
sure, and our victory in Christ is absolutely certain. 

B. "Patient in tribulation" (v. 12) . 

The work "patient" does not mean that we sit and wait for the 
Lord ' s  deliverance. It does mean that when the battle is the 
worst, we persevere. We do not give up the ship. We do not 
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surrender to the enemy. But we press on knowing that the 
outcome is sure , and that the victory will be claimed by our 
Lord in his own time and way. 

C .  "Continuing instant in prayer" (v.12 ) . 

We may not see prayer answered as soon as we would like, nor 
in the way we would like, but we continue on in prayer know
ing that the Lord is our only hope . There is nothing like 
persecutions and trials to deepen us in our praying and in 
our realization of our need to trust the Lord for His bless
ing . All is lost unless the Lord blesses . 

D. "Distributing to the necessity of saints, given to 
hospitality" (v. 13) . 

The "saints" are the people of God. In times when the church 
has suffered persecution, the saints have special needs . And 
their needs must be met. It is the work of the church to 
meet those needs , and homes to be opened to offer hospitali
ty. 

The idea of fel lowship, sharing, al lowing others to partici
pate in what we have, is in the word "distributing . "  

"Hospitality" is the entertainment of strangers , meaning 
believers whom we may not know. Cf. the other time this word 
is used in the NT :  Heb. 13 : 2 :  

Be not forgetful to entertain strangers :  
for thereby some have entertained angels unawares . 

This is clearly a reference to the time when the Lord and two 
angels came to Abraham, and appeared to him as men. Cf. Gen. 
18. 

Finally we have , 

E. "Bless them which persecute you : bless , and curse 
not" (v. 14 ) . 

Instead of feeling bitter , and hoping for revenge , we need to 
be like our dear Savior Who on the Cross prayer , "Father , 
forgive them; for they know not what they do" (Luke 2 3 : 34) . 

We bless people by praying for them. We never know when the 
Lord may change the hearts of those who so strongly oppose 
the preaching of the Gospel. 

Concl : And so the Apostle has spoken about the importance of 
love and what we love and who we love and how we 

love. He has shown us the importance of serving the Lord, 
and how we are to do that -- not the specific tasks , but the 
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spirit in which we are to serve. And finally what we are to 
do and how we are to behave when we face testings for the 
Lord ' s  sake. Let us examine our own lives in the light of 
what we have seen in this passage to make sure that we are 
proving in these three areas "what is that good, and accept
able, and perfect will of God. 

It is only as we live and serve in the Lord ' s  way, that He 
will be glorified and we will see the blessing which we so 
earnestly desire and desperately need. 
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THE HUMBLE CHRISTIAN 
Romans 1 2 : 15-21 

Romans # 73 

Intro: We saw last Sunday that the Apostle Paul , beginning 
with verse 9 of chapter 1 2 ,  and going to the end of 

the chapter, gave a series of brief commands in which he was 
giving guidance to the believers in Rome as to how they were 
to live. In other words , we have here a brief description of 
the Christian life. 

We read first read over them it may appear that there is not 
much of a relationship between the commandments. But then, 
as we look at them rrore carefully, we can see that there are 
ways in which the commands can be grouped. 

Last Sunday we considered verses 9 through 14 . 
divide those commands into three groups -- and 
the Holy Spirit was leading me .  

I .  LOVE (Rom. 12 : 9, 10) . 
II . THE LORD ' S  IDRK (Rom. 1 2 : 11) . 

III.  TRIALS (Rom. 12 : 12-14 ) . 

I chose to 
I trust that 

Today I would like to finish chapter 12 -- and here, it seems 
to me, that one theme is prominent in the last seven verses 
of the chapter: vv. 15-21. The theme is HUMILITY. 

If there is one characteristic which should be prominent in 
the life of every Christian it is humility! That is clear 
from our Lord ' s  words which are recorded in Matt. 11 : 28, 29. 
There we find that He said this : 

Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
far I .. neek and 100dy in beart., 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

Along this same line we have that great passage on the humi
liation of Christ in phil . 2 ,  beginning with verse 5 :  "Let 
this mind be in you • • •  " 

In addition we have verses like 1 Peter 5 : 6 ,  7 which specifi
cally exhort us to humble ourselves: 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, 
that he may exalt you in due time: 
Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 

Our sin has made us proud, and pride will ruin us if it is 
allowed to dominate our lives . Pride keeps people from 
seeing their need of a Savior . A proud person has never seen 
the true condition of his heart before God. And pride con-
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tinues to be a problem to those of us who know the Lord. 
Many of the trials we experience in life are ordered by the 
Lord to cause us to humble ourselves in His presence. One of 
the greatest purposes for all of the troubles Job experienced 
was to teach him greater humility of heart. We have his own 
testimony for that. Cf .  Job 42 : 5 ,  6 .  

Now, thinking about our text, it seems to me that the Apostle 
Paul was thinking about humility in three different ways . 
You examine the text with me ,  and see if you agree. 

First, in verse 15 and the first statement of verse 1 6 ,  we 
have , HUMILITY AND COMPASSION. Second, in verses 16b we have 
HUMILITY AND OUR ATrITUDE TOWARD OURSELVES. Finally, in 
verses 17 through 21 we have HUMILITY IN RESPONDING TO 
WRONGS . Any person who has come to Christ for salvation has 
been humbled. It is humbling to have to admit that we are 
sinners in Goo ' s  sight. It is humbling to have to admit that 
we cannot save ourselves . It is humbling to have to admit 
that our sins are so terrible in Goo ' s  sight that His Son had 
to become a Man, suffer and die on the Cross ,  and be raised 
from the dead, in order to provide salvation for us . All of 
that is very humbling. And the reason, humanly speaking, 
that more people are not saved, is because people are not 
willing to humble themselves to that extent. 

And so I say, without any fear of contradiction, that if you 
are a Christian, you have started along the path of humility . 
You and I have a long way to go to be as humble as we ought 
to be, but at least we have started. To be humbled before 
GOO means rest of mind and heart and body, and it also means 
blessing. Let us see what Paul had to say about HUMILITY. 

1. HUMILITY AND COMPASSION (Rom. 12 :15,  l6a) . 

A. T .  Robertson said that this fifteenth verse could lit. be 
translated, "Rejoicing with rejoicing people, weeping with 
weeping people" ( N ,  405 ) . This is compassion which is the 
proouct of humility. 

NOW' let us make sure that we understand what we are talking 
about. What do we mean by humility? 

The dictionary defines a humble person as one who is marked 
by meekness or mcrlesty in behavior , attitude, or spirit. 
True humility must come from inside of any person; it has to 
come from the heart. A humble person shOW's respect for 
others , and does not insist on always having his own way. 
You don ' t  have to be in a 10W'1y place to be humble. There 
are many people in high places who are humble. 
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I f  you listened to the funeral service for former President 
Nixon this past week , you heard him eulogized as a conpas
sionate man. That is another way of saying that he was 
hwnble. He noticed when people around him were having a hard 
time. That is a mark of humility. And this is what the 
Apostle Paul was saying in our text. (Read verse 15 . )  

The Persian king , Artaxerxes is an example of a hwnble man. 
He noticed one day when Nehemiah came to bring wine to him 
that Nehemiah was unhappy about something . And so he asked 
him what was wrong . He knew that Nehemiah had a sad heart. 
And Artaxerxes asked what the problem was because he was 
interested in making Nehemiah feel better . That is humility 
manifested by compassion. 

The same thing can be said about the main man in our Lord ' s  
parable of the good Samaritan. The priest who went by had no 
time for the man who had been injured and robbed by thieves. 
He went by on the other side of the road . The Levite did the 
same. They didn ' t  want to be bothered with the injured man. 
But the Samaritan came by, and our Lord said about the Samar
itan, that "when he saw him , "  i . e . , the injured man, "he had 
conpassion on him" (Luke 10 : 33 ) . And what did he do? Did he 
just synpathize with the injured man? No, he bandaged him 
up, took him to an inn, paid his expenses , and told the host 
of the inn that he would be back later to take care of any 
other expenses that it might have cost the host of the inn to 
take care of the injured man. 

If you are going to rejoice with those who rejoice, you have 
to know who is rejoicing. And if you are going to week with 
those who weep , you are going to have to know who is weeping. 
And this means that we have to be concerned about people. We 
have to be aware of what they are going through, and then be 
happy or be sad with them , as the case may be. 

Now Paul was not talking about people who rejoice over the 
wrong thing , nor about those who are simply weeping because 
their pride has been hurt. He was speaking about legitimate 
reasons for rejoicing ( like the man in Scripture who had 
found his sheep which was lost) , or like weeping with Mary 
and Martha who were grieving over the death of their brother, 
Lazarus . 

What I believe Paul was saying is that a hwnble person , one 
who is truly a Christian , is going to have conpassion for 
people and, whenever possible, wil l  do what he can to enter 
into either their joy or their sorrow. To do this is to be 
like God . He "hath pleasure in the prosperity of his ser
vants" (Psa. 35 : 27) , and it is also said that "in all their 
affliction he was afflicted" (Isa. 6 3 : 9 ) . 
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Now the test in this , especially with the rejoicing, is when 
a person may be rejoicing over some victory that you wanted. 
A person ' s  humility is tested when he loses a race he wanted 
to win. Hav does he react tavard the winner? Can he rejoice 
in another person ' s  victory like he would have rejoiced in 
his own? 

Nav, to this statement in verse 15 Paul added the words which 
we find at the beginning of verse 16 . They really belong to 
verse 15.  Here are the words : "Be of the sane mind one 
toward another.- This means that, in as far as it is possi
ble, you and I need to enter into the joys and sorrows of 
those about us , especially our fellav-believers . Without 
prying into other people ' s  lives and making ourselves obnox
ious to them, we must make other people ' s  joys our joys, and 
other people ' s  sorrows our sorravs . Humility and corrpassion 
are corrpanion virtues . 

But let us go on to the second point: 

I I .  HUMILITY AND OUR ATTITUDE TrnARD OURSELVES (Rom. 
12: 16b) . 

The Apostle ' s  word is this : "Mim not high things, but 
cadescelld to .an of low estate . -

Paul was not advising people to be without ambition or with
out goals ,  but he was warning them not to be always seeking 
the highest positions . James and John (and their mother for 
them) were minding high things when they wanted the chief 
seats on the right hand and left hand of the Lord when He 
established His kingdom on earth. Cf. Mark 1 0 : 35-45.  The 
Lord rebuked them for such a request saying that while that 
might be the way men ordinarily make requests , it was not to 
be the way His people act and live. And then our Lord said 
this : 

Whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: 
and whosoever of you will be the chiefest, 
shall be servant of all.  
For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many 
(Mark 10 : 43b-45) .  

Our Lord practiced what He preached when, in the Upper Room 
with His disciples shortly before His death, He took a ta.vel 
and a basin of water and proceeded to do the work of a house
hold servant, He washed their feet! 

We can do no better than to do as our Lord did. Humility is 
manifested when do not think of ourselves more highly than we 
ought to think. See Rom. 12 : 3 .  
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On the other hand ,  we are to "condescend to men of low es
tate . "  When Samuel came to anoint one of Jesse ' s  sons to be 
the King of Israel , he did not think enough of his youngest 
son even to bring him in. But he was God ' s  choice, a lowly 
shepherd boy, but a man after God ' s  heart. 

Some people are always pushing themselves into the lirrelight, 
but we need to pay attention to the people who never say 
anything. It is usually the case that the still water is 
deep 1 the noisy water is shallow. 

OUr Lord ' s  birth is an exarrple of "rren of low estate. "  And 
the same is true of the men whom the Lord chose to be His 
disciples. Sorretimes those who are the poorest in this 
world ' s  goods are the richest in faith, although rich rren, 
too, can be lowly in heart. 

The last of this verse reads, "Be not wise in your own con
ceits . "  The NIV renders this , "Do not be conceited. "  Paul 
rreant that no one was to think that he had all of the wisdom, 
and that his opinion was always the right opinion. Ahitho
phel was a man wise in his own conceits. And when Absalom 
did not take his advice,  he set his house in order and then 
committed suicide . Cf . 2 Sam. 1 7 : 2 3 .  Solomon advised his 
son, "Be not wise in your own eyes" (Prov. 3 :  7a) . Solomon 
also wrote, 

The way of a fool is right in his own eyes : 
but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise 
(Prov. 12 : 15) • 

I was the pastor of a church at one tirre where we had a man 
on the board who always knew what we should do, and he always 
said so. One day one of the other board members wisely asked 
him, "How is it that you always know so much when you never 
listen?" Solomon and the Apostle Paul would have approved of 
that question. A humble man is always most wary of himself. 

But let us go on to the last five verse where we have: 

III . HUMILITY IN RESPONDING TO WRONGS (Rom. 12: 17-21) . 

One of the greatest tests of our character as Christians is 
to be seen in the way we respond toward those who do some
thing wrong to us . OUr natural response is to get even with 
them, and maybe to do something a little bit worse to us than 
they have done to us . And usually we want to be the ones who 
do whatever is going to be done. We don ' t  like it when 

�. people take advantage of us .  The Apostle Paul evidently felt 
that this was a major problem among Christians because he 
devoted so much space to it. 
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In verse 17 we have the negative instruction first, and then 
the positive . "Reconpense to no man evil for evil . "  That is 
the prohibition . The positive side is this : "Provide things 
honest in the sight of all men. " 

A person has done you harm in some way. He has sinned 
against you . Paul said that you are never to do something 
bad to another person just because that person has done 
something bad to you. You don ' t  repay people in kind when it 
comes to injuries . It makes no difference whether it is a 
man or woman, nor what the color of his skin may be, nor 
whether he is a friend or an enemy , nor whether a believer or 
an unbeliever . Retaliation is out ! 

Instead , "Provide things honest in the sight of all men. " 
Notice how both statements are all-inclusive . Instead of 
doing wrong because you have been wronged, let your response 
by that which people generally wil l  look upon as good and 
right and totally unexpected in circumstances like this . 
Your enemy expects you to get even; surprise him by doing 
something good for him. 

Verse 18 gives us another special insight into a problem 
where someone has wronged you. The Apostle indicated here 
that the responsibility to get this settle lies with you. 
Now Paul said , "If it be possible , "  meaning that it is not 
always possible. And when you have done what you can to 
resolve it , you should not feel guilty if what you have done 
is turned down. 

"As much as lieth in you" is an interesting statement, isn ' t  
it? And it i s  also very important. Lit. i t  could be trans
lated , as to yourselves (Interlinear Greek New Testament, p. 
428) or so far as what proceeds from you (Robertson, IV, 
406) . paul was saying that what you have in you by way of 
true spiritual maturity , true spiritual resources , is what 
will determine how far you can go in resolving the difficul
ty. The Lord said, -Blessed are the peacemakers: for they 
shall be called the children of God- (Matt . 5 : 9 ) . 

What lies in you? The truth that you know. The wisdom that 
you have . The way you have learned to trust the Lord. The 
confidence you have in the sovereignty of God. 

The trouble with many Christians is that they don ' t  have much 
inside ! And we are not always inclined to see the spiritual 
side of the troubles we face . The Lord could obviously have 
prevented them , but He didn ' t .  And so it becomes a testing 
time for us who have been sinned against in some way. We 
want peace , but not peace at any price . It has to be peace 
in terms of what is right before God. 
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At this point Paul resorted to the Scriptures to prove what 
he was saying lest the Romans think it was just his advice to 
them. And so he repeated, "Dearly beloved, avenge not your
selves. " Don ' t  retaliate. Don' t  try to vindicate yourself 
or to punish the other person. That is God '  s business. And 
Deut. 3 2 : 35 is the proof. 

Paul was quoting from the Psalm which Moses taught the child
ren of Israel to sing. And the song was to be used to pre
vent them from doing the wrong things . Here is what Deut. 
32:35 says, and obviously the lord is speaking: 

To me belongeth vengeance, and recompense, 
Their foot shall slide in due time :  
for the day of their calamity is at hand, 
and the things that shall upon them make haste. 

Wrongs do not go unnoticed by the lord. He will repay, and 
His vengeance wil l  not be long in coming. We are to seek 
peace, but to leave the retaliation to the lord. I repeat, 
that is His business! 

What are we to do? Again the Apostle Paul turned to the Word 
of God. This time it was Prov. 25 : 21 ,  22,  which reads in its 
or setting, 

If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; 
and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: 
for thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, 
and the lord shall reward thee. 

When we don' t  know what to do, the best thing is to turn to 
the Word of God for guidance. Cf. Psa. 119 : 105, "Thy word is 
a larrp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. "  

Commentators have differed as to the meaning of this refer
ence to "coals of fire . "  Some commentators take it as mean
ing a form of judgment. But in the light of verse 21 it is 
more likely that it means that, if anything can win over our 
enemy, it wil l  be through an act of kindness and not an act 
of revenge. Whatever the true meaning may be, we must follow 
what Scripture tells us to do, and leave the outcome to the 
lord. 

The last verse of the chapter, verse 21, tells us that we are 
not to let the evil defeat us (as it will if our hearts are 
full of a desire to get even) , but we are to be the victors , 
overcoming the evil with that which is good in God ' s  sight, 
and that which even our enemies would have to admit is 
returning good for the evil which has been done to us. 

Concl : Can you see how humility leads to holy conduct? 
There is nothing so attractive as true humility of 
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heart and life. And what is best, there is nothing more 
Christ-like. If anyone ever had reasons abundant to be 
filled with resentment and a feeling of revenge, it was our 
Lord. But instead, what person is there who has read the 
Scriptures and yet can forget those gracious words which our 
Lord spoke from the Cross: -Father, forgive them� for they 
know not what they do- (Luke 2 3 : 34) ? That is not human; that 
is divine. And while we cannot find in our hearts such a 
feeling of forgiveness, yet the Lord Who lives in us can give 
it to us. 

There isn ' t  a one of us here today but has had, and will have 
again, occasions where we will need this passage of Scripture 
to help us when we are having trouble with somebody. let us 
remember that we are to seek for peace -- if it is at all 
possible. At the same time we are to leave the recompense to 
the Lord. When we trust the Lord to do His part, and we seek 
by His grace to do our part, then He will be glorified, we 
will be at peace, and it may be that an enemy will not only 
become a friend , but will join us on our way to heaven as a 
child of God. 

Closing verse: Micah 6 : 8 .  


