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A LIVING SACRIFICE 
Romans 1 2: 1 , 2 

Intro: The Apostle Paul always had two reasons for teaching the 
Word to people: 

That they would understand it. 
That their lives would be changed because 

This was true when he preached the Gospel; it 
was teaching the people of God. We are about 
was also true when he wrote an epistle. 

of knowing it. 
was true when he 
to see that it 

The word "therefore" is a word which points 
It points backwards, and it points forward. 
that has just been said, and it anticipates 
Notice this word in verse 1 of our text. 

in two directions. 
It gathers up all 

what is coming. 

The word "brethren" indicates that he was writing 12. believers. 
This is not his message to the world; it is his message to the 
Church. It is a message of holiness. It shows that the teach­
ing of the Word should be life changing. If we have really 
understood the teaching of chapters 1 through 1 1 ,  we will see 
the purpose of the instructions that Paul gave from this point 
on. 

The word "beseech" is a word which might suggest to us begging, 
or pleading. But it is much more than that! It is a word of 
authority. It means to exhort; even, to command. We have 

- weakened our teaching by giving people the impression that holy 
living is something that you can take or leave--that the life 
is a kind of a second phase of things which you do not have to 
be concerned about if you do not want it. We somehow have 
gotten the idea that there are two classes among the Lord's 
people: ( 1 ) those whose sins are for�iven, but that is as far 
as they want to go, or need to go; (2) others who are more 
serious, and who want to please the Lord in their daily lives 
and in everything that they do. You.!i2..!!21 � � such lli:: 
tinction in the Word of God! The person who is not interested 
in a holy-rife ought to e;a;ine his heart to make sure that he 
is really saved. As we have been learning, � salvation leads 
i!2m justification to sanctification to glorification--and there 
� ll2 exceptions! We may not all make progress at the same 
rate, but we will all be headed in that direction, nevertheless! 

Before we get to the actual exhortations, let me call attention 
to another part of this first verse--to the words, "by the 
mercies of God." These are what moved Paul to write what he was 
about to write, and these same "mercies of God" were to move the 
Roman believers to do what he was going to tell them to do. 

What are God's "mercies" (plural)? 

They are what Paul has been discussing. These are the rich 
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blessings He has provided for us in salvation through Christ. 
� salvation � placed � under � holy obligation 12Q22l 
We need to get the Biblical view of things. Note how it is 
stated in 1 Corinthians 6: 19 ,  20. 

We are living in a day when everyone seems to be concerned about 
his rights. It is easy for Christians to be caught up with 
this idea. What we need to be concerned about are God's rights! 
Very few of us know the convictions that filled the heart of 
the Apostle Paul when he called himself in Romans 1 :  1 ,  "a ser­
vant of Jesus Christ." Nor do we understand his words in Romans 
1 :  1 4, 

I � debtor both to the Greeks, and the the Barbarians, 
both to the wise, and to the unwise." 

Because of the death and resurrection cf the Lord Jesus Christ, 
God has every right to tell us how we are to live! That is the 
whole point in the words, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, • • •  " 

But what are the exhortations? What did Paul discuss from this 
point on to the end of his Epistle? Let us look and see. 

First, in our text for today, we see that he began with God. 
The Christian life is a �d-centered life. We must begin with 
God, or the rest is not only impossible, but it loses its real 
significance. 

Second, in 1 2 : 3-8, Paul spoke of our attitude toward ourselves 
in the Church concerning the exercise of our spiritual gifts. 

Third, we have a general description of the way a child of God 
must live. See 1 2 : 9-1 7 .  

Finally, Paul discussed the proper conduct for believers in 
certain, specific areas of our lives: 
1 l Toward our enemies -- in 1 2 : 1 8-21 . 
2 Toward government -- in 1 3: 1 -7 .  
3 Toward neighbors -- in 13 :8-10.  
4 Toward the ungodliness of the times in which we live -- in 

13 : 1 1 -1 4. 
5) And then the longest section, 1 4 : 1 -1 5: 1 2 , has to do with 

our relationship to our weaker brethren. 
The rest of the Epistle is conclusion: 1 5: 1 3-16: 27 .  

First, then, let us think about our relationship to God. What 
is it that comes first? 

I. A PRESENTATION (Rom. 12:1). 

We are to bring something to God. It is called "a living 
sacrifice." It is not just our money. It is not just our 
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time. It is not just our service. The "living sacrifice" 
is our "bodies," all of the members of our bodies. 

This is the same thing that Paul was talking about back in 
Romans 6: 1 3, where the same verb is used, only it is trans­
lated, "yield." 

'!'his is what Paul had in mind in 2 Corinthians 1 2 : 1 4  when he 
said, tI • • •  I seek not your's, but you • • •  " 

Every part of our bodies, every part of us, belongs to the 
Lord, but must be surrendered to Him. 

Think of how muoh time it would take to talk about what the 
Bible has to say about our eyes, 

our ears, 
our mouths, 
our hands, 
our feet, 
our minds, 
our hearts, etc. 

In the Old Testament sacrifices, the sacrifioes were killed. 
Here we are concerned about "a living sacrifice," in con­
trast with a dead sacrifice, "living" with spiritual life. 

This is our "reasonable service," that is, our spiritual 
worship. This is what it means to be able to worship God 
and to serve Him. He is never satisfied with the things 
that we do if He does not have us! 

llnd be sure to notice that we do not make our "bodies" 
"holy, acceptable unto God" (or, lit., to God acceptable) 
by bringing them to God. They must be "holy, acceptable to 
God" before we bring them. No one is perfectly "holy," and 
no one is completely "acceptable to God," but these words 
certainly must be descriptive of us and of what we desire to 
be. 

� you � this? There may be ways in which this giving 
of ourselves to the Lord may need to be renewed from time to 
time, but this means that we come to a point where we really 
give ourselves, all that we are, to the Lord. 

But we need verse 2 to go with verse 1 so that we will really 
understand what is involved. 

"Present" in verse 1 is an aorist, which simply points to what 
needs to be done; the verbs in verse 2 are in the present pass­
ive, which points to what needs to be done continually to us. 

Let us call it • • • 
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II. A TRANSFORMATION (Rom. 12:2a) . 

This is stated negatively and positively. 

A. Negatively: "And be not conformed to this world." 

The word for "world" is�. It has to do with outward 
conformity. 

One writer has suggested that we could translate this, 
"Stop being conformed," or, "Do not have the habit of 
being fashioned." 

The � in which believers have always lived has been 
out to make us conform to the world's way of life in 
thought, in dress, in speech, in pleasure--in everything! 

There used to be a slogan used by a Christian organiza­
tion which went like this: GEARED TO THE TIMES; 
ANCHORED TO THE ROCK. It sounds good, but it is imposs­
ible to be both. You cannot be anchored to the Rock, 
Christ Jesus, if you are geared to the times. He was 
not geared to His times, and that is why He was hated 
by the world. Cf. John 15:18, 19. We are always trying 
to make the truth of God acceptable to the world, and 
it cannot be done--so don't try! 

As I have said, this has to do with outward conformity. 
It suggests that the world is putting up a front. And 
often the destruction of a life beings by assuming that 
outward behavior, so pleasing to the world, but which 
corrupts and dooms the inner man. 

Cf. what Paul and John had to say about the age in which 
we live, about this world, in 1 Corinthians 7:31 and 
1 John 2 :17. 

But how do you keep this from happening? This leads us to 
the positive statement which Paul made. 

B. Positively: " .  
ing of your mind 

but be ye transformed by the renew­
." (Rom. 12: 2m) . 

This is also something that must go on continually. It 
is an inward change which produces results outwardly. 

This transformation is the result of "the renewal of 
your mind." "Renewal" has to do with receiving "new 
strength and vigor" (Thayer, p. 38) through the "mind," 
which is used here as the equivalent for the heart, or 
the inner man, by which we comprehend the truth, by 
Which we perceive the things of God. In other words, 
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this transformation comes about through the Word of God, 
through understanding the truth and through living in 
obedience to the truth. 

The child of God who does not give Himself daily to the 
Word of God, depending upon the Holy Spirit to teach 
him, and seeking to learn more and more about Christ, 
is in deep trouble. This daily renewal needs to be 
going on constantly. 

Is this taking place in your life? Or is your intake of the 
Word of God just limited to this service each week? 

If you are reading the Word daily, is your purpose in read­
ing it that you may learn about Christ so as to become more 
like Him? 

If the Word of God is not your daily food, you will give in 
to the ways of the world. Or, I could state it another way: 
If the Word of God is not your daily food, you are already 
giving in to the ways of the world! 

There is no point in going any farther in this Epistle until 
this is settled. 

But there is one more part to my text : 

-rI!. THE PURPOSE: " • that ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect will of God" (Rom. 1 2: 2b). 

It is the person, the child of God, who 
has given himself to the Lord, who 
refuses to be conformed to the world, who 
is being transformed daily by the Word, 

who is able to discern in daily life what the will of God 
is. This means that he will be able to understand and apply 
the Word of God to his life. 

The words, "that ye may prove, "  are identically the same 
words that Paul used in his prayer for the Philippians in 
Philippians 1 : 1 0. 

We need the Lord ' s  people to be able to discern and to 
approve (both ideas are in this verb) that the will of God 
has three characteristics: 

A. "Good. If 

This means both right, or righteous, and advantageous. 
Cf. Phil. 1 : 6;  Rom. 8 : 28;  Jas. 1 : 1 7 .  

B. "Acceptable." It is the same word which is so trans-
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lated in verse 1. Cf. Rom. 14:18; 2 Cor. 5:9. 

But it seems to me that there is another idea in this 
verse in addition to it being "good, and acceptable, 
and perfect" to God. It is that, but it also becomes 
all three of .;thoS'Ei""things to us as believers: "good, 
and acceptable, and perfect." 

So it not only pleases God, but it pleases us! 

C. "Perfect." 

This means that nothing needs to be added to it. 

As an illustration, cf. Luke 22:35. See also 2 Peter 
1: 3, 4. 

God's will as revealed in His Word is all that we need. 
The Word of God alone is sufficient, "perfect," complete. 

Concl: From here we go to all of Paul's other practical instruo­
tions, but we are not ready for them until we make sure 

that we are acting on what we have here. 

One time when the Lord was teaching His disciples by His own 
example, as well as by His teaching, He said this: 

If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. 
Cf. John 13:17. 

I say that to you this morning. 

He also said this: 
These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might be full (John 
15:11). 

We do not see the blessing, nor experience the joy, that should 
be ours as the people of God because we are too often content 
with just hearing the Word of God, but failing to � it. 

Remember "the mercies of God" in your salvation, and the effect 
on your life will be tremendous. 

(Conclude with Maclaren's words in Vol. 8, Part 3, pp. 235, 236.) 
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ONE OF THE FIRST PITFALLS 
Romans 12:3-8 

Intro: There are two things that every believer in Christ needs 
to be concerned about from the time he is saved until 

he is with the Lord. It has eternal implications, too. These 
things are: two 

g What he is to know and believe. 
How he is to live. 

The first of these has to do with doctrine; the latter, with 
practical living. 

As we have seen before, it is characteristic of Paul to write in 
this twofold way, and we have an outstanding example of this in 
his Epistle to the Romans. His concern in the first 11 chapters 
was for doctrine; in the last 5 chapters, for the way they were 
to live. 

Last 
God. 
know 

�� 
Sunday we considered the startingpoint in our walk with 

There were three exhortations, the same for all of us who 
the Lord: 

-- -

"Present your bodies a living sacrifice. " 
"Be not conformed to this world." 
"Be ye transformed. " 

Now, whereas these three commands apply equally to all of us, 
as we go on into verse three we see a problem that all of us 
have, but then the rest of the text (down through verse 8) has 
to do with ways in which we are different. 

What Paul has really done in the verses of our text, verses 3-8, 
is to go from our personal dedication to the Lord, to our 
service. Then, in verse 9 and following, he went on to deal 
more specifically with the way we are to live as the people of 
God. 

Paul introduced them to two very important subjects in these 
verses: 
1) The church (although he 
2) Spiritual gifts. 

does not mention it by name). 

Paul had dealt with these previously when he wrote to the Corin­
thians. See 1 Corinthians 12. But even there he did not men­
tion "the church" until he got down to what is verse 28 in our 
translations. 

However, if you need proof that "the body" is "the church," let 
me read Ephesians 1:22, 23 to you: 

And (God) hat put all things under his (Christ's) feet, 
and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 
which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in 
all. 
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So the "body" that Paul mentioned in verses 4 and 5 is the 
church. 

I would like to take the liberty today of dealing with verses 
4 through 8, and then come back to verse 3 in conclusion. 

So, first of all, let us notice what Paul had to say about : 

I. THE BODY OF CHRIST, THE CHURCH (Rom. 12:4, 5). 

The first thing to note about the body of Christ is that 

A. There is but one body. 

We have many churches (local), but there is only one 
body. 

B. All of us are members of that body. 

Paul, of course, was writing to the saints in Rome, and 
only to the saints. But what he said here applies to 
all saints--to all of us ! 

C. As members, we all have different functions in the body 
of Christ. 

In 1 Corinthians 12 you will see that the body of Christ 
is likened to the human body, in which we have different 
members with different functions. All are � the same. 

But there is another important part about the body of Christ 
which is also true of the human body: 

D. The members of the body are members of each other. 

The members of our human bodies are not in competition 
with eaoh other, but actually work together serving 
one another. 

So it is in the body of Christ. 

While, obviously, Paul was not teaching churoh truth here 
in its various details, yet he did mention these important 
faotors about the truth of the church which we all need to 
know. 

We are individual Christians, but we are also members of 
Christ and of each other in His body. And this applies to 
all believers. 

If you have not understood these things, ask the Lord to 
make them clear to you. Read these verses (4 and 5) over 
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and over. And then read 1 Corinthians 12, as well as 
Ephesians 1-3. Ask the Lord to help you to uoderstand the 
doctrine of the church. 

But now let us go on to the subject that Paul discussed, ar�s�ng 
out of the doctrine of the church. It is the doctrine of 

II. SPIRITUAL GIFTS (Rom. 12:6-8). 

I believe that I mentioned last Suoday that we are not 
limited to doctrine in the doctrinal section, nor to prac­
tical matters in the practical section. What we are seeing 
in this passage today illustrates this fact. Paul has com­
bined teaching with exhortation. 

Here Paul has given us a list of seven spiritual gifts. 

There are two 

�� In verses 
In verses 

lists in 1 Corinthians 12:  
8-1 0  he gave nine. 
28, 29 he gave nine also. 

In Ephesians 4: 1 1  he has given us four (the office of 
pastors and teachers usually considered as one ). 

So the list here is not intended to be exhaustive, just 
representative of what the spiritual gifts are. 

You will, notice in reading over the list given here in our 
text for today that 
1) "In the case of the first four gifts the exhortation is 

concerned with the sphere in which the gift is to be 
exercised 

2) "but in the case of the last three it is directed to the 
disposition of heart and will with which the service 
is to be rendered" (Murray, p. 127). 

Let me describe each of these briefly for you. 

Notice that these are "gifts," gifts given to us in grace, 
and 1 Corinthians 12  makes it clear that they are gifts 
bestowed and administered by the Holy Spirit. 

Notice also that, according to what we learn from verses 4 
and 5, all believers have at least one gift (some, e. g. , the 
Apostle Paul, have more), but our gifts are not the same. 

And here is another thing to notice whioh is brought out in 
the description that Paul gives us here: Even when two 
believers have the same gift, they may not exercise their 
gifts in the same way. So the whole passage speaks of the 
ways in which cur ministries are different. We seem to have 
lost sight of this in these days when there is such an 
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emphasis on our being alike and doing things alike ! Let us 
learn the truth about these matters from the Word of God. 

A. "Prophecy" (v. 6). 

Some gifts were temporary, limited to the apostolic age, 
and this is one of them. 

Our Lord was a prophet, as was John the Baptist. So was 
Paul, and this included also Barnabas, Silas, and Judas. 
See Acts 1 3:1 and 1 5:32. 

They were men who were enabled to speak under what we 
might call the inspiration of the Spirit of God, speak­
ing by revelation, but they did not write . They were 
comparable to the non-writing prophets of the OT. 

They were not primarily predictors of the future (al­
though sometimes they spoke of future events), but they 
were preachers of the truth (as was the case with the 
OT prophets). 

"According to the proportion of faith" indicates that 
there was no set prophetic pattern which all prophets 
were to follow. They might have the same gift, but they 
exercised their gifts to different degrees, and in 
different ways. 

B .  "Ministry" (v. 7).  

This is the word from which we get our word deacon, but 
the exercise of this gift was not limited to those who 
had that official position in the church. 

These were those who were gifted to help with special 
material needs, as you see in the case of widows, 
orphans, the sick, etc. 

C. "He that teacheth" (v. 7). 

This is one who teaches what the writers of Scripture 
have written, or what the prophets have spoken. He does 
not reveal, but interprets the revelations which have 
been given to others. 

D. "He that exhorteth" (v. 8). 

There is no group in the NT called exhorters. But there 
are many who exhorted, such as Paul and Barnabas. 

Teachers are concerned with the understanding of the 
truth; exhorters, with the will, the conscienoe, the 
emotions. They are concerned with applying the truth. 
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Here is where we Come to the difference I mentioned earlier. 
Now Paul seems to be concerned about � and !2E. � pur­
pose these gifts were exercised. 

E. "He that giveth, let him do it with simplicity" (v. 8). 

There are certain people to whom God has given the gift 
of special giving. 

The wise men who came to see the Lord certainly had 
this. Philemon had it. The whole early church prac­
tised it for a time. Cf. Acts 2:44, 45; 4:32, 34, 35. 

This was to be done "with simplicity," i.e. , not with 
self-seeking, nor with improper or ulterior motives. 
The giver was not to expect some advantage in the church 
from his giving. 

F. "He that ruleth, with diligence" (v. 8). 

This is the person who is placed over others, lit. , the 
one who stands out in front. He is a guardian or pro­
tector of the truth and of the saints. The elders have 
this responsibility, but it is not limited to them. 
Parents also have this position with regard to their 
children. 

It is to be done''with diligence. " 
were to devote sufficient time and 
what they were seeking to do. 

This means that they 
effect to accomplish 

Cf. Paul in Col. 1: 28, 29. Also Abraham's servant in 
Genesis 24. 

G. "He that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness" (v. 8). 

The person who shows "mercy" is concerned about reliev­
ing the "misery of others--such as, the sick, the afflic­
ted, the poor, the sorrowing, etc. 

And it is to be done "with cheerfulness," that is, with 
a bright and happy spirit. The way in which this is 
done is as important as what is done. 

Remember that these are examples of what Paul was talking 
about. 

How do we find out what our spiritual gift, or gifts, may bel 
B.Y noting the following: 
1) What I am able to do. 
2) What I enjoy doing. 
3) What I have the opportunity to do. 
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4) What others, especially in the church, want me to do. 

But, now, let us go back to verse 3 and notice 

III. THE PITFALL (Rom. 12:3). 

• • • 

There is one special trap into which the most gifted of the 
Lord's servants can fall: � pitfall of personal pride. 

Obviously it is a great honor to serve the Lord in any 
capacity, but we need to beware. Dedication to the Lord, 
if it is real, will make us humble. Cf. Jacob, Moses, 
Saul, David, Peter, Paul, John, and a host of others. But 
sometimes we lose this characteristic because we forget how 
we came to have the gift, or gifts, that are ours. 

Without going into the details of what Paul said here in the 
original language, grammarians agree that a proud persons is 
to a certain extend out of his mind, insane,' crazy. Only a 
humble person is in his right mind, thinking clearly. 

� � � � thing � will keep l!!.!. humble? Look at 
verse 3. 

Paul is an example here of the very thing that he was teach­
ing when he said, "For I say, through the grace given unto 
me • • • ff 

IT WILL KEEP US HUMBLE TO REMEMBER THAT WE DO NOT HAVE ANY­
THING WHICH WE DID NOT RECEIVE. 

In addition, WE HAVE RECEIVED WHAT WE HAVE FROM GOD BY GRACE. 
It is "God" Who "hath dealt (imparted, distributed) to every 
one (lit., to each) the measure of faith" (the limit of what 
He intends for us to do). God has not only appointed us the 
sphere of our ministry, but He has set the limits of what 
He wants us to do. No one is expected to do everything! 

"Through the grace given unto me" means that 
1� The sphere of our ministry, 
2 The ability to perform our duties, 
3 And the authority, 
.!!:!!:. .2Jl. given i2. l!!.!. � Q2£. It is His choice and will, not 
primarily ours. 

Notice how Paul used this expression in 12:6a; 1:5; 15:15; 
1 Cor. 3:10; 15:10; Gal. 2:9; Eph. 3:2, 7, 8. Here was his 
authority, his ability, his sphere. We do not serve the 
Lord in any way we want to, but we seek to know His will for 
us. 

Concl: What a tragedy it is that this is a sin that we have not 
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only come to tolerate in the church, but it is actually encour­
aged! And this is why we are not seeing greater blessing today. 

This is where the ways of man and the ways of God are vastly 
different. The world says, "If you don't push yourself, you will 
never get anywhere. The Word of God says, 

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall 
lift you up (Jas. 4: 10). 

Cf. also Phil. 2:5-11--the example of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We are nothing in ourselves. Memorize 1 Cor. 4:7, 
For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast 
thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive 
it, why dost thou glory, as it thou hadst not received it? 

May God give us the grace to say, and to keep saying, what the 
Apostle Paul said in 1 Cor. 3: 5-7: 

Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by 
whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? 
I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 
So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he 
that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 

I 
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LIVING PEACEABLY 
Romans 12: 14-21 

Intro: The latter part of Romans 12 certainly indicates that 
one of the strongest desires in the human heart, even in 

the heart of a Christian, is the desire to m even! Somebody 
does something against us, and so we feel that that justifies 
us in doing something against them. We usually feel that we 
can even do worse to that person than he has done to us. 

James and John give us an illustration of this. Cf. Luke 9: 
51-56. 

This attitude in them is probably one reason that the Lord 
"surnamed them Boanerges The sons of thunder" (Mark 3:17). 

We all have this in us, and we all have been guilty of the sin 
of rataliation at one time or another -- if not in act, then 
surely in our thoughts! 

However lli!! l!!. !!.2! the Lord IS J!& .f2!: those 2f � !!h2 . belong 
to Him. 

If you will read this passage carefully, you will see three 
things related to this problem: 
1� We are not to retaliate by meeting evil with .evil. 
2 The desire is not even to be in our hearts. 
3 Instead, we are to take any and every opportunity we have to 

do good to those, and for those, who have done something 
evil to us. 

And this even includes enlisting the help of God by prayer. 

There is no point in the Christian life where we can see more 
vividly how impossible the standards of God are for us to obey. 
Not only do we find it impossible to do what the Word of God 
instructs us to do in such cases, but we do not want to do it 
this way! We call it "righteous indignation," and feel very 
justified in getting even. 

But "two wrongs do not make a right." And we are going to see 
today what the teaching of the Word of God is about situations 
which we all face where someone does something wrong against 
us, and we are faced with the question, "Are we going to be 
overcome, or are we going to overcome?" 

Let us see what our text teaches us. 

First we have • • • 

I. THE DIVINE PRINCIPLE. 

It is stated no less than 5 times in verses 14 through 21 . 



See it in: 
1 V. 14. 
2 V. 17. 
3 V. 18. 
4 V. 19. 

Rom. 12: 14-21 (2) 

5 V. 21. (Explain what each one means.) 

There is nothing which another person does against us which 
gives us the right to do anything wrong against them. 

Remember how David refused to kill Saul, and that his "heart 
smote him, because he had cut off Saul's skirt" from his 
robe! Cf. 1 Sam. 24:5. It looked so right to David's men, 
but David knew that it was wrong! 

All 5 of the verses above are explained by one Old Testament 
passage. See it in v. 20, a quotation of Provo 25:21, 22, 

If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; 
and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: 
For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, 
and the Lord shall reward thee. 

Thus, we cannot take our guidance from: 
1� That which appears to us to be right, 
2 Nor from circumstances (as in David's case), 
3 Nor from what others would advise us to do. 
Our guidance � � from. the Word of God. 

II. OUR PURPOSE. 

Why would the Spirit of God 
as we find in this passage? 
What does God want us to be 
enemies? 

cause Paul to write such things 
Why is this the will of God? 

concerned about with our 

Vv. 20b and 21 give us our answer. 

Our purpose is to overcome our enemy--not by punishing him, 
but by winning him, by making a friend out of him, and, 
"if it be possible," that our enemy might become a Christian. 
If he is a Christian, that he might repent of his sin. 

And yet, if none of these things take place, we still must 
do it for the glory of God, and because this course of action 
is His will. 

But how can we possibly do this when it is so contrary to our 
nature, and when it sometimes seems so wrong to let people get 
away with wrongdoing toward us. Remember that � � talking 
about personal offences. 

III. OUR HELPS. 
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Let me point out several helps from the context here as 
well as from the book of Romans as a whole. 

Cf. divine reconciliation: Rom. 5:10, 11. 

Cf. Psa. 130:3, 
If thou, Lord shouldest mark iniquities, 0 Lord, 
who shall stand? 

See also Psa. 103: 10-12, 
He hath no dealt with us • • • For as the heaven 
is high • • • As far as the east is • . . 

B. The right the Lord has to command � obedience. 

Think of the many times you have acted without taking 
the Word of God into account, and remember the regrets 
that you have had afterwards. The way of obedience to 
the Word of God is the way of no regrets. That is one 
reason God has told us so clearly what we are to do. 

C. The preparation that verses .2 through 11. give � 

If we have been living as these verses say we should 
live, then, when someone does something wrong against 
us, we will see that we are not to interrupt our obed­
ience to "get even. " We can never disobey God in one 
thing to do what we want to do in another thing. 

D. � opportunity � another person's wrongdoing gives 
� for spiritual growth. 

In addition-to doing good, note verses 15 and 16 in the 
light of what Paul was discussing in these verses. 

Verse 15 has to do (in context) with our enemies. It is 
with 1h!!!!! that we are to rejoice, and with them that we 
are to weep. 

Verse 16 has to do with our attitude toward ourselves 
when we are wronged. God has a purpose for it: to 
humble us, and to enable us to see how concerned we are 
about the oneness of the people of God. 

E. Fai th in God--in His promises, � 2E!.!:! righteousness. 
See verse 19. ---

If people do wrong to a child of God, they have God to 
deal with. This applies to other Christians as well as 
to unbelievers who may do the wron�. "Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do right?" (Gen. 18:25b). 
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Finally (at least for now) , looking ahead into chapter 13, 

F. We must be submissive to the laws of the land. See 
Rom. 1 3: 1 -5 .  

Concl : Do we need fUrther confirmation of Paul ' s  teaching 
here? 

See our Lord' s words in Matthew 5 : 9-1 2, 38-42 

See Paul ' s  words in 1 Cor. 4: 1 1 -16 ;  1 Thess. 5 : 1 5. 

See Peter' s vords in 1 Peter 3 : 8-1 2. 

LIVING PEACEABLY is not a matter of having thing just as we 
would like to have them, but it depends upon dealing with our 
enemies according to the Word of God. Our way will lead to 
greater difficulties; God ' s  way is the � � leads to peace . 
Remember that the Lord is sovereign, and He can prevent opposi­
tion if He chooses to do so. If it comes, then He is teaching 
us some needed lesssons, and He will ultimately make all things 
right. Let us leave things in His hands, and treat our enemies 
as we would treat our dearest friends. 

But if these impossible standards are to be realized, of. Luke 
1 7 : 1 -5 and 2 Cor. 2 : 1 6b; 3 : 5b;  2 : 1 1 .  
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THE CHRISTIAN AND CAESAR 
Romans 13:1-7 

Intro: � i.!!. !!. passage like this found in !!. book like Romans? 
Romans is a book of Christian doctrine and Christian 

living; surely this is not the place to write about how a 
Christian should behave in relation to his government! 

Oh, but it is the place, or it would not be here. Every 
Christian lives under some kind of government. Every day that 
we live we are confronted with the laws of our land. Whether 
we like it or not, we are all under governmental regulations. 
This includes such major things as: 
1) Keeping financial records throughout the year so we can pay 

taxes. 
2) Businesses are often bogged down with governmental red tape. 

Meeting governmental requirements is a tremendous burden on 
the business man, whether of a great corporation, or of a 
small business. 
Even the right to drive our cars is a function that is 
regulated by government. 
How our cars are made is subject to governmental control. 
When nations go to war, every citizen feels the pinch of 
governmental authority. 

Here in the United States we not only have our national govern­
ment, but we have state governments and city governments and 
county governments. 

Throughout the world there are various kinds of governments 
which range from very simple governments in primitive areas to 
the more complex governments of large nations. There are 
republics, dictatorships, monarchies of various kinds--many 
varieties of governments. When the book of Romans was written 
the Roman church was in the shadow of the Caesars--one of the 
most powerful, one of the largest, and certainly one of the most 
corrupt governments that ever existed. 

And, in every generation, you find the Lord's �eople spread 
throughout the world living under different kinds of governments 
with varying degrees of liberty. Paul, without distinguishing 
between the types of governments, sets down the teaching of God 
for all ·of us in every generation·by the statements which we 
find in our text here in Romans 13! He does not deal with some 
of the problems which can arise where the demands of a govern­
ment may run contrary to our relationship to God, but he simply 
sets forth the will of God for the people of God as they are 
daily faced with the demands of "the higher powers." 

Therefore, especially when writing in his day to believers in 
Rome (of all places), not teaching about the Christian life would 
be complete if it did not say something about how the Christian 
is to live as a citizen of his government. 
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But let me mention a couple of other reasons which probably 
explain why Paul spoke of it here. Obviously there had to be 
some speoial reasons in Paul's day and in the church of Rome 
itself for these words to appear here in this Epistle. 

There must have been some Christians who felt that the king­
dom of God could not prosper as long as Rome existed as it 
did. Throughout history, unfortunately, there have often 
been professing Christians who have participated in move­
ments to overthrow the government under which they were 
living. And yet our Lord never participated in any such 
movement. Neither did Paul or any of the other Apostles. 
Nor did the early Church. Nor do we find any such teaching 
in the Bible. But we are all inclined to feel opposed to 
government because of its corruption and because of the 
unreasonable and extravagant demands that government will 
make. 

Add to that, especially in the conditions that Paul and the 
Christians of the first century faced--the persecution and 
opposition which they experienced, the oppression, brought 
on and backed by the Roman government. The most glaring 
example was to be seen in what happened to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Christians could have felt very strongly that 
no government which would crucify the Son of God was 
worthy of support and submission. And yet it was to the 
church in Rome that the Spirit of God directed the Apostle 
Paul to write these words. 

Let us notice what Paul wrote, but,as we begin, be sure to see 
the connection between this passage and the words with which 
Paul concluded chapter 12. 

Paul was really doing two things in this passage, and I want to 

use these as � divisions in discussing these 7 verses: 
1) He was writing about THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF CITIZENS, 
but 
2) He was also writing about THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF GOVERN-

MENTAL LEADERS. 
Presidents as well as prisoners, and everyone else in between, 
have something to learn from this passage. It is primarily 
directed to the people of God, but not exclusively. Paul began 
with, "Let every soul • • •  " This means it is for everybody. 
The fact that he used the word, "soul," would mean, among other 
things, that their obedience to what Paul was teaching must be 
inward and genuine! 

But what did Paul say? First of all, let us notice • • • 

I. THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF CITIZENS. 

There are actually three things that Paul said for citizens 
to do: 



A. " . . .  be subject 

Rom. 13:1-7 U) 

" (Rom. 13:1). 

B. 

This means that we are to obey the laws of the land. 
This is the will of God for us. 

And we are to do it for two reasons, as stated in verse 
5: 

1. "For wrath, " i.e., for fear of the punishment which 
we will receive if we do not obey. 

2. "For conscience sake , "  i.e., because, as Paul wrote 
in verse 1, 

"For there is no power but of God: the powers 
that be are ordained of God. " 

And so, according to verse 2, if you resist the 
authority of government, you are resisting God. 

As I have said, Paul is not dealing with the pro­
blems, nor with the exceptions (as in the case where 
obedience would mean a denial of God--as in the case 
of Daniel's three friends in the OT), but Paul was 
dealing with the general will of God. We are to 
be submissive and obedient to the government under 
which we live. 

" • • • pay ye tribute • • • (Rom. 13:6) . 

The Lord Jesus Christ stated it this way in Matthew 
22: 21, 

"Render therefore unto Caesar the things which 
are Caesar'S; and unto God the things that are 
God's." 

If you do not pay your taxes, and pay them in full, you 
are sinning against God and against your government, 
and you can expect to be judged by both God and the 
government. 

C. "Render . .  to all their dues" (Rom. 13:7). 

The person in government may not be worthy of our 
obedience, nor of our honor, �� position is! 

(The difference between "tribute" and "custom" is 
probably the difference between taxes and duty.) 

These are our responsibilities as citizens. What about our 
leaders? 

II. THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF GOVERNMENTAL LEADERS. 

Here there are 5 things that Paul taught. 
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A. 'rhey are to recognize the source of their authority 
(Rom. 13:1, 2). 

This also means that they are responsible to God for the 
way in which they govern their people, or for the way 
in which they do their job (even in lesser places of 
responsibility). This applies to everyone in govern­
ment: cabinet members, senators, representative, 
council members, and on and on. 

B. They are to punish evil. Along with this we notice two 
other, related things: 

C. They are to reward good, and 

D. They are to seek the good of their people. 

On these three points, cf. verses 3, 4. The government that 
tolerates evil is a government which will itself fall under 
the judgment of God. Capital punishment to control crime 
is not only the right of government; it is the responBibili� 
of government. That is the meaning of the expression in 
verse 4, " • • •  for he beareth not the sword in vain • • •  " 

Two more things are at least implied: 

E. They are to be responsible and honest in the use of 
money received from the people. 

F. They are to conduct themselves so as to be worthy of 
the obedience, respect, and honor of the people they 
rule. 

cr. verses 6, 7. 

Concl: What practical lessons can we learn from a passage like 
this? 

1) It is a tremendous lesson in the sovereignty of God. His 
hand is to be seen in every nation. Men may get into power 
by unjust means, but they oould not get there apart from the 
sovereign will of God. 

These instructions are important because of what they can mean 
(1) to us as Christians; (2) to governmental leaders and to the 
nations they rule; (3) to the glory of God. 

To us as Christians -- another opportunity to learn sub­
ID1ssio';-and humility. 

These words must be added to what Christians are to 
learn as children in the home, as wives, as servants, as 
in the local church, to one another (Eph. 5:21), and to God 
Himself! 
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Cf. Eph. 6:1; 5:22; 6:5; Heb. 13:17; John 14:15. 
Everywhere the child of God turns he runs into the need to 
be humble and submissive. 
1£ governmental leaders � their governments. 
can exercise a godly influence upon government 
obedience, as well as by teaching others to be 
!2!: the glory of � 

Christians 
by their 
obedient. 

There are three other passages where this subject is 
discussed: Matthew 22:15-22; 

Titus 3:1-3; 
1 Peter 2:11-17. 

Note Peter's words on this point in 1 Peter 2:12, 
"Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: 
that, whereas they speak against you as evildoiers, 
they may by your good works, which they shall behold, 
glorify God in the day of visitation." 

And then Peter added in verse 15, 
"For so is the will of God, that with weel doing ye 
may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men." 

So we are to be obedient, to our government not only to please 
God, but because, in pleasing God, this is another way we are to 
bear testimony to the change that the grace of God has made in 
our hearts. 
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L I FE IN  THE K I NGDOM O F  GOD 
or 

WALK ING IN  LOVE 
Romans 14: 14-23 

Intro :  In read ing any of the Pau l i ne ep i st l es which he wrote 
to churches , i t  i s  very helpfu l to try to v i sual i ze the 

spiritua l cond ition of a particu lar churc h .  

In the case o f  the church at Rome, you wi l l  remember that Paul 
had never been there . Th i s  was one church he d i d  not estab l i s h .  
But i n  Romans 1 :1 1  h e  had s a i d  thi s :  

For I long to see you ,  that I may impart unto you 
some spiritual  g ift,  to the end ye may be estab­
l i shed . 

Now let me ask you a quest ion .  From your reading of th i s  
Ep i st l e ,  l!l what way, or ways , d i d  Paul feel that they needed 
to be estab l i shed? 

We l l ,  one very obv ious answer to that quest ion i s ,  he felt that 
they needed to be estab l i shed doctrina l ly .  

- ----

And yet , in chapter 1 as we l l  as in our text for today, he did 
commend them for the i r  faith.  See Romans 1 : 8; 14 : 22 . 

By the i r  "faith" Paul meant not only the fact that they had 
-- bel i eved in Christ,  but he was referring to the way the 

stronger bel ievers , espec i a l ly ,  stood for what they bel i eved ! 
WHAT THEY LACKED WAS LOVE .  

Let us  review the verses i n  the pract ical  section of the Ep i st l e  
where Paul referred to the i r  need for love. Cf . Rom .  12 : 9 a ,  10; 
13:8-10 . And it i s  certa in ly  imp l i ed i n  the f i rst thi rteen 
verses of chapter·14 where he stressed the fact that they were 
not to be critical  of each other. 

In  our text for today Pau l mentioned both the i r  love , or l ack of 
i t ,  and the i r  fa ith .  See Rom.  14 :15 and 22. 

--

Some of the Roman Chri st i ans were we l l -taught; others were not .  
Both the strong and the weak were very determined to stand for 
what they knew, but the prob lem was that , because of the i r  
d i fferences , they were so strong in  what they d i d  be l i eve that 
they d i d  not show proper love for each other. Th i s  seems to be 
the way Paul understood the spi ritua l cond ition of the churc h ,  
anatnTs-rs-where he wanted to help them. ---- - - --

Before we go on to consi der our text , let us ask a quest ion 
about ourselves and about our work: WHAT WOULD PAUL SAY . ABOUT 
US? Where wou l d  he think that we are strong , and where wou l d  
h e  th ink that we are weak? Let us be thinking about th i s  as we 
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consi der what Paul had to say in  the verses that we wi l l  
cons ider today. 

As we have seen , the d i fferences between the strong bel i evers 
and the weak bel i evers was over two i ssues: 
1 )  The food that they should eat . 
2 )  The days that they observed . 
As we go i nto the l atter part of chapter 1 4  the emphas i s  seems 
to be on the former of these two : the food that they cou l d  eat . 
Most l i kely it was s imi l ar to the prob l em that exi sted i n  the 
Cori nth ian church over meat that was offered to ido l s  and then 
sold  i n  the marketp l ace.  Was it right for Christians to buy i t ,  
and eat i t ,  o r  not? 

Let us see how Pau l dea l t  with the prob lem .  

F i rst , l et me poi nt out that the passage we are examin ing today 
was written espec i a l ly for the strong be l i evers , that i s ,  for 
those who be l i eved that it was a l l  right for them to eat the 
meat that others quest ioned . 

So Pau l began by stat ing • • • 

I. TWO PRINCIPLES, OR TRUTHS. 

They are both in  verse 14,  and they are stated again i n  
verse 20 , the l atter part . And then the second one i s  men­
t ioned a th ird t ime in verse 23 . 

Here they are : 

A .  There i s  no food that i s  " unc l ean of itself . "  

This means that no food renders us unfit either for 
fel lowsh ip  with God or with each other. 

Paul had been taught th i s  "by the Lord Jesus , "  and he 
was persuaded that i t  was true--by wh ich  he meant that 
h i s  mind cou l d  not be changed on the subj ect. Th.ts i s  
the way we feel when we are taught anything by the Lord . 

But the other truth i s  th i s :  

B .  I f  a chi l d  of God fee l s  in  h i s  heart that i t  i s  wrong 
to eat certa i n  food s ,  then it i s  wrong for h im--and he 
shou ld  not eat that food unt i l  h i s  understanding i s  
changed . 

Pau l fe lt  that a person ' s  consc ience shou l d  never be 
v i o l ated . 

At th i s  po int the questi on becomes , How can th i s  d ifference 
be reso l ved? 
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Pau l ' s  answer i s  that in  this  instance the burden rests upon 
the stronger bel ievers , i . e . , those who know that the meat 
wi l l  not affect the i r  fel lowsh ip  with God . 

Therefore , Paul addressed h imse l f  to the strong be l i evers by 
teach ing them that they must 

I I .  W A LK I N  L O V E .  

See verse 15a . 

Th i s  i s  what Pau l to l d  the Ga l at ian churches in  Ga l .  5 :13 ,  

For, brethren , ye  have been ca l l ed unto l iberty ; 
on ly use not l iberty for an occas i on to the 
f l esh , but by l ove serve one another. 

But what d i d  th i s  mean? How were the strong bel ievers to 
wa l k  i n  l ove in such a case? 

Keep in mind that Paul was not ta l k i ng about a de�arture 
from the faith , nor was he t a l k i ng about immora l ity . He was 
talking  about things where there can be a s i ncere d i fference 
because two be l i evers are not in the same p l ace spi ritua l ly 
as far as the i r  understand ing i s  concerned . 

But to return to what it means to WALK I N  LOV E ,  Paul 
approached the subject neratively and pos iti vely . Th i s  
meant, and mean s ,  that, i the stronger belIevers were to 
wa l k  i n  l ove , there were certain  th ings  that they cou l d  not 
do , and there were other things that they had to do . 

A. Negat ively.  

Three things need to be pO i nted out here. 

1 .  The stronger brother must not "grieve" the weaker 
brother. See verse 15.  

To "grieve" him means to d i stress him and to make 
h im uneasy by do ing someth ing that the weaker 
brother d i sapproves of . 

2 .  The stronger brother must not "destroy" h i s  weaker 
brother . 

Th i s  cannot mean that the stronger brother cou ld  
cause h i s  weaker brother to l ose h is  sa lvat ion , 
but i t  means that he can set h i s  weaker brother 
back sp i ri;tua l ly.  

Note the empha s i s  that Pau l made here on particu lar  
redempt ion.  But the poi nt that Paul  was mak ing was 
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that , if  Christ d ied for your weaker brother , should 
you not l i ve for h im? Cf . Rom. 1 5 : 1 -3 .  

3. The stronger brothermust not a l l ow h i s  "good" to 
"be ev i l  spoken of . "  See verses 16, 2 1 , 22. It i s  
poss ib le  for u s  t o  d o  what we have a r ight t o  do , 
and yet for that to have a bad effect upon someone 
e l se .  

Note what Pau l  s a i d  i n  1 Corinth ians 8 : 1 3 :  

Wherefore, i f  meat make my brother to offend , 
I wi l l  eat no f lesh wh i l e the wor ld  standeth , 
lest I make my brother to offend . 

Th i s  i s  a princ ip le  that we hear very l ittle about 
today . The common att i tude i s  that , if my brother 
i s  gri eved by what I do ,  that i s  too bad for h i m !  
He needs t o  get over i t .  

But t h i s  was not Paul's att itude , and i t  i s  not the 
att itude which p leases the Lord . 

What should we do i nstead? 

B .  Pos itively.  

The answer is  i n  verse 19.  We are not just to hope 
that "peace" and ed ifi cat i on wi l l  res u l t ;  we are to 
pursue them ! 

Why? 

Read verses 17 and 18 .  " The k i ngdom of  God" i s  used 
here of the rea l m  i n  wh ich  be l i evers l i ve. We are i n  
God's ki ngdom, and i n  this k i ngdom we are to grow and 
to he l p  others to grow. We do not do it by what we 
eat or drink,  but by our pursu it of "r ighteousnes s ,  
and peace, and j oy i n  the Holy Sp ir it . "  

"Destroy" i n  verse 20 i s  a d i fferent word from what 
Pau l used i n  verse 1 5 .  Here, re l ated to "edify" i n  
verse 1 9 ,  means t o  overthrow, o r  l it. t o  throw down , 
as a person woulOitake the bricks out Of a bUl larng 
that i s  under constructi on .  

So , instead of doing what we want to do,  and what we 
wou l d  have a ri ght to do , we need to be thinking about 
our weaker brothers , and how we can contribute to their 
growth in  the Lord. 

Paul concl uded th i s  chapter with 

I I I .  A F I NA L  W O R D . 
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It has to do with the strong bel iever ' s  faith .  

He  is  to  ma i nta i n  that before the Lord. But the promi se i s  
that he wi l l  f i nd real j oy for h imself i n  the Lord by 
seek ing the sp i ritual good of h i s  weaker brother , and by 
knowing that he has hel ped h i s  brother on i n  r ighteousness ,  
not caus i ng h i m  to fa l l  i nto s i n .  Read verses 22 , 23. 

Conc l :  In  chapter 1 5  we are going to l earn that wa l k i ng i n  
l ove i s ; a  major contri butor to l i kemi ndedness i n  the 

church. Th i s  was the ma i n  concern on the heart of our Lord i n  
John 1 7 .  We f ind i t  com i ng u p  throughout the New Testament . 
I t  i s  mentioned i n  the book of Acts more than anyth ing e l se as 
the reason for the great b less i ngs wh i c h  were poured out upon 
the early church .  And i t  needs to  be  our  concern . 

If  we l ove each other, we are not going to be cr it ica l  of each 
other. Nor are we ever go ing to d i scourage anyone who i s  doing 
what he i s  do ing to p l ease the Lord . 

Cf. 2 Cor. 5 : 9 .  

The Christian must l i ve to p l ease the Lord . P l ea s i ng the Lord 
means l i v i ng accord i ng to the Word. But we cannot p lease the 
Lord if in any way we are a h i ndrance to any weaker brother 
by l etting our l i berty become a stumb l i ngb lock to h i m. 
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THE LORD OF THE WEAK AND THE S'rRONG 
or 

THE CURE FOR CRITICISM 
Romans 1 4: 1 -9 

Intro: We come today to the beginning of the final part of 
the practical section of Romans. It extends all 

through chapter 1 4, and goes to verse 1 2  or verse 13 of the 
fifteenth chapter. 

What Paul wrote here could very well give us one of the major 
reasons he had for writing to the Roman church. If there was 
one thing which threatened the testimony and fellowship of the 
church in Rome it was criticism--criticism of the believers in 
the church for each other! And, strangely enough, this criti­
cism was over differences they had as to what was pleasing to 
the Lord. 

In chapters 1 2  and 1 3  Paul had been stressing the importance of 
love among the saints. (See 1 2 : 9a, 1 0; 1 3: 8-10:) And, accord­
ing to the final verses of chapter 1 4, the things that Paul 
had written to them were all the more important in the light of 
the coming of the Lord! 

Just what was the problem? 

It had to do with eating food and observing days. That is clear 
from chapter 1 4. 

We have another clue in chapter 15, verses 8 through 1 2. There 
Paul spoke of God's purpose for the Jews and for the Gentiles. 
So this problem must have had something to do with the place of 
the Law in the lives of believers. That would seem to be con­
firmed by what Paul wrote in chapter 1 3 ,  verses 8-10. 

But, we can be sure that the problem in Rome was not the same as 
the problem among the Galatian ' churches. Paul wrote in an 
entirely different manner to the Galatians because the problem 
there was a perversion of the Gospel. Here it was a question 
of the things that were pleasing to God. 

You see, God has two kinds of children in His family--not Jews 
and Gentiles, but strong children and weak children. And 
strength in Christians is determined by their understanding of 
the truth. But we also see from Romans that a believer's 
strength "in the faith" (v. 1 )  is reflected in the way he lives. 
This must be one major reason for the writing of this Epistle-­
to strengthen the believers of Rome in their understanding of 
the great doctrines of the faith so as to preserve their 
fellowship with each other and their testimony to the world. 

Let us make sure that we understand the text (Rom. 1 4 : 1 -9). 
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(Give a running commentary on the first nine verses . )  

Verse 1: Notice that Paul was addressing the strong, and that 
he wasconcerned about those who were "weak in the faith." This 
is the first of two commands that are given in this passage. 
The strong were to "receive" the weak. See the same verb also 
in 14:3b and in 15:7. To "receive" them meant that they were 
to love them, to continue to have fellowship together, to serve 
the Lord together, and not to let this become a source of divi� 
sion in the church. 

"But not to doubtful disputations." They were not to argue 
about what each other was doing or not doing by way of eating 
and observing days. They were not to criticize each other, 
and to try to set each other straight. Cf. 2 Tim. 2:24. Their 
differences were to be settled by teaching, not by argument� 

Verse 2: , The eating or not eating probably had to do with two 
things: 

2
1) Meats offered to idols. 

) Meats forbidden in the Law. 
Notice: The weak person WaS the vegetarian. But this is where 
the disagreement was. 

Cf. 1 Cor. 8: 7-13. 

Verse 2:. "Despise" = translated "set at nought" in verse 10. 
It means � treat with contempt, to ridicule, � count � � 
fool, to ignore completely. 

"Judge" means to criticize, to be critical 9.! �  person, to act 
like .!. judge gathering material 12!: � purpose of condemning. 

Verse £ This is a household " servant . "  "Master" is ·. the Gk 
word for lord. 

"Standeth or falleth" = II agproved £!: disapproved. 
1 : 5 ;  76:7; Luke 21:36; Rev. : 17 .  

Cf. Psa. 

"Holden up" = be made to stand, to become what he should be , to 
persevere 1!! the life of grace. "For God r;;-;;:bI; to makehim

­

stand." 

Verse 2!. "Esteemeth" = ,judgeth � �. It is the word judge 
which Was used in verses 3 and 4. 

"Fully persuaded," a word which requires the careful searching 
of the eVidence to be found in Scripture so that a proper con­
clusion can be reached. Differences are not ' settled by tradi­
tion, nor by how many are on one side as opposed to the number 
that you have on the other side. They are settled by Scripture. 

The question here would have to do with the Sabbath. 
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Verse 6: "Regardeth" = to set one ' s  � upon something as 
being special. 

But here we see an important pOint. They were regarding the day, 
or not regarding it, as "unto the Lord." So the desire in 
either case was to please and to glorify the Lord. In the case 
of both where eating was concerned, God was being glorified 
because they were giving God "thanks. "  

Verse II This describes a true Christian. We may disagree, 
but if pleasing the Lord is our objective, we must be considered 
as true believers. 

Verse 8: What was stated negatively in verse 7 is now stated 
positively. 

Living "unto the Lord" includes death as well as life. This 
must always be our purpose. And we should rejoice to see it in 
others even though we may disagree as to what that means. 

Verse 2i Another way to look at the design ££ �  atonement. 
It was our Lord ' s  purpose in dying that He would be Lord in the 
lives of His people. Therefore, whenever we see thiS, even 
imperfectly, we ought to rejoioe, and it should draw us together 
as the people of God, not divide us or make us oritioal of each 
other. 

We have this problem, too. It probably does not have to do with 
eating as much as it does with days, especially the Sabbath Day. 

Was the Old Testament Sabbath Day ohanged to the Lord' s  Days so 
that the laws of the Sabbath now apply to the Lord ' s  Day? I do 
not know of any such teaching in Scripture. 

Should the Lord ' s  Day be treated as a speoial day by the people 
of God? It seems that the early Churoh oommemorated the 
resurreotion of Christ and the transfer from the Law to grace 
by meeting on the Lord's Day for worship, for instruotion, and 
for prayer. But here we have in verse 5 what all of us need to 
see: "Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. " 

But what will help us to stay away from a oritical attitude even 
in our hearts toward our brethren in the Lord? Let me mention 
three things from the text: 

1 .  WHAT GOD HAS DONE: "For God hath received him." (Q",""' . \ly" �) 

Can I reject one whom God has received? 

What does it mean that "God hath received him"? It means 
that God has justified him, has taken him as His own. Cf. 
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John 6:37; Rom. 8:31-39. 

Paul was not talking about the rejection of any doctrine, 
nor of the perversion of any doctrine, but of differences 
we have over what it means to please the Lord in our day by 
day living! 

"God" is in an emphatic position in the Greek text. 

II. WHAT GOD CAN AND WILL DO :  "for God is able to make him 
stand" (Rom. 14:4). 

We get critical when we fail to take God into our considera­
tions. What is important is not that-p9ople please us, but 
that they please God. We are not their judge; God is!  

And "God is able to make him stand." God knew what He was 
doing when He saved each one of us, and He will see to it 
that His will is accomplished in us ! 

Note what God is able to do according to the following 
verses: Rom. 4 :20, 21 ; 

Rom. 11 : 23 ;  
Eph. 3:20, 21; 
2 Cor. 9:8; 
Jude 24, 25. 

--rII. WHY CHRIST DIED (Rom. 14: 9). 

When you see a child of God seeking to please the Lord, 
even though it is being done imperfectly, or not as you 
would like to see it done, remember that even that desire 
is evidence that God has done a saving work in that person' s  
heart. 

This desire will be with us in death, and afterwards !  Gf. 
2 Cor. 5:9, 10. 

Concl: Is this your desire? If it is, then it obviously needs 
to be refined and perfected, but rejoice in this evi­

dence that God has changed your heart . 

Are you critical of someone else? If he is denying the Word, 
you need to be critical. But, if he is doing what he is doing 
(or not doing) because he wants to please the Lord, then you 
must "accept" him, not to set him right, but to encourage him, 
to pray for him, to have fellowship with him, and to believe 
that, if he needs to be changed, the Lord can bring that about 
in his life as well as in yours. 



TBC -- 6/26/83 a .m .  

THE PLACE FOR CRITICISM 
Romans 1 4 :  1 0 - 1 3  

I ntro : I n  a passage l i ke th i s  we need to not i ce carefu l ly __ 
what the subj ect i s .  Pau l  was not say i ng that there 

-- are not occas i ons when the peop le of God need to be reproved . 
If th i s  were the case , then much that he wrote i n  hi s Epi st l es 
wou ld  have been wrong . Paul often wrote i n  the strongest , most 
d i sapprov ing l anguage when the occas i on demanded i t .  He wou l d  
denounce s i n  i n  the strongest terms , and , i f  the truth o f  God 
were i nvol ved , Pau l d i d  not hes itate to condemn those who were 
gu i lty of depart i ng from the Word of God . 

So we must not say from th is  passage that Paul was teac h i ng 
that it  was never proper to crit i c ize ,  or even condemn . He was 
wri t i ng here about � spec i a l  s ituation . He m ta l k i ng about 
bel i evers who had d ifferent i deas about what It meant to please 
God ! And the OTTferences has to do with two Things : - ­
�The eating of food . 
2 )  The observance of days.  
But notice :  The i ssue was not salvat i on , and that is  c l ear from 
Romans 1 4 : 6 .  Al so note what Paul  wrote i n  1 Cor. 8 where he 
was dea l i ng with the same subject- - i n  verse 8 :  

But meat commendeth u s  not to God : for neither , i f  we 
eat , are we the better ;  neither , i f  we eat not , are we 
the worse. 

And add to that what Pau l  wrote i n  Romans 1 4 : 1 7 ,  

For the k i ngdom of God i s  not meat and drink ;  
but righteousness ,  and peace ,  and j oy in  the Ho ly Ghost. 

In the case of the Ga latian s ,  they were observ i ng days to 
earn the i r  sa lvat ion ,  to add to what Christ had a l ready done 
on the Cross .  And Paul denounced that in no uncerta in  terms . 
But th i s  i s sue was d i fferent here. 

It i s  very important that we note espec i a l ly what the s ituation 
was in th i s  passage. I hope you have the d i stinction c l early 
i n  mind .  

Now we are ready to  exami ne our text. 

Let me point out that the f i rst th ing we note in verse 1 0 : 15 : 

I .  A SHAMEFUL S ITUAT ION ( Rom. 1 4 : 1 0a ) .  

I t  was shamefu l for two reasons : 
1 )  They were j udging each other as brothers in  the fami ly 

of God. 
2 )  They , by j udging one another, were �surp i ng the p l ace 

that belonged to the Lord Jesus Christ.  
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Let me deal with the second one f i rst . 

Why do I say that , i n  bei ng critica l ,  they were usurp i ng 
the p l ace wh ich  belonged to the Lord Jesus Chri st? Look at 
verse 9 and you w i l l  see. 

Back i n  John 5 : 22 we have the record of someth ing that the 
Lord Jesus sa id  to a group of unbel iev i ng Jews . These were 
H i s  word s :  

For the Father j udgeth n o  man , but hath committed a l l  
j udgment unto the Son . 

As our Lord , He i s  our Judge.  We do not have that p l ace.  
The Father has  g i ven that respon s i b i l i ty to His  Son , not to 
us !  

See a l so Rom. 1 4 : 4 .  

Therefore , when we feel i nc l i ned to j udge another brother 
who i s  seeki ng to p lease the Lord , and we want to condemn 
h i m ,  let us remember that th is  task bel ongs to the Lord 
Jesus Christ a l one.  

But what about the f i rst pO i ntnthat they were j udging 
the i r  brothers? 

Paul was p l ac i ng a spec i a l  emphas i s  on the word "thou" i n  
both questions at the beg i n n i ng of verse 1 0 .  

It i s  l i ke he was say i ng , " It i s  i nconcei vable  that you 
wou l d  do such a th i ng to your brother in Chri st .  Critic ize 
those outs i de of the fami ly of God , but not your brother , 
espec i a l ly when he i s  seeki ng to do that wh i c h  i s  p Leas ing 
to God , h i s  heaven ly Father. " 

We are to l ove our brethren . We are to help  them , to 
encourage them , to teach them if  we are able  to do so .  But 
not condemn them and set them at nought , wh i ch means to 
desp i se them and treat them with scorn . 

Oh , that we a l l  could learn these two lesson s .  It  wou l d  
result  i n  great b l es s i ng with i n  the Body of Christ.  

But there is  a second po i nt here that we need to not i ce.  Let 
me ca l l  i t  • • •  

I I .  A SOLEMN PROSPECT ( Rom. 1 4 : 1 0b- 1 2 J .  

Do you know why we are i n c l i ned to feel critica l  of each 
other? It means that we are ant i c ipat i ng a future day 
wh i ch wi l l  most certa i n ly come. It i s  the day when we wi l l  
a l l  stand , one by one, before "the j udgment seat of Christ . "  



Rom . 1 4 :  1 0- 1 3  ( 3 )  

Cf . 2 Cor. 5 : 1 0 ;  2 Tim. 4 : 1 .  Th is  l atter verse reads , 

I charge thee therefore before God , and the Lord Jesus 
Chri st , who sha l l  j udge the quick  and the dead at h i s  
appearing and h i s  k i ngdom . "  

Th i s  i s  an appo i ntment we a l l  have. We wi l l  a l l  appear 
there. It i s  as certain  as the fact that the Lord i s  a l i ve-­
"As I l i ve, sa ith the Lord , • • •  " It w i l l  be a day when 
a l l  wi l l  bow before the Lord and make a pub l i c ,  open con­
fes s i on to God . 

Denney , i n  the Expos i tor ' s  Greek Testament ( Vo l .  I I ,  p .  704 ) ,  
says concern ing verse 1 2 ,  " Every word i n  th i s  sentence i s  
emphat i c . "  

As imposs ib le  a s  i t  may seem , every person for a l l  t ime i s  
go ing to be j udged , but we' need to be concerned about the 
fact that bel i evers wi l l  be j udged--not for our sa lvation ,  
and not for our s i ns ,  but for our woili!

- -

The poi nt that the Apostle Paul was mak i ng here i s  that we 
are not going to be ca l led upon to account for our brethren , 
but for ourse lves ! 

How d i fferent our l i ves wou l d  be , and how d i fferent our 
fel lowsh i p  with each other wou l d  be , if we kept th i s  a l l  i n  
m ind .  

But t h i s  l eads me  to my l ast poi nt--the po i nt that Pau l made i n  
verse 1 3 :  

I I I .  A TWOFOLD IMPERATIVE ( Rom. 1 4 : 1 3 ) .  

These are not merely suggest i ons , but commands from God . 

The f i rst means that we need to watch our mouths and our 
hearts ; the second means that we need to watch our l i ves , 
espec i a l l y  as they affect our brothers and s i sters i n  
Chri st. 

Here is the f i rst :  

A. " Let us not therefore j udge one another any more 
Love one another. Pray for one another. Serve one 
another. But do not j udge one another any more ! 

" 

As l ong as the truth i s  not being v i o l ated , and as l ong 
as there i s  no s i n ,  do not stand i n  j udgment upon other 
bel i evers and the i r  des i re to p l ease the Lord . If they 
are not see i ng things c l early,  remember verse 4 ,  
espec i a l ly the l atter part . ( Th i s  i s  another way of 
say i ng what Paul wrote in Ph i l .  1 : 6 . )  
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Here i s  the second : 

B .  " • • •  but j udge th is  rather ,  that no man put a 
stumb l i ngb lock or an occasion to fa l l  i n  h i s  brother ' s  
way. " 

Each one of us has p lenty to do i n  mak i ng sure that our 
own l ives are above reproach . And , Paul suggested here , 
the reason our brethren are the way they are may be due 
to th i ngs  that are wrong in our l i ves . 

As soon as you can ,  read 1 Cor i nth i ans 8 .  Pau l was 
dea l i ng with the same subject there as we have here i n  
Romans 1 4  and 1 5 .  Pau l suggested that i t  may be that 
our brethren are m i s i nterpreti ng our l i berty , and so 
t h i s  may lead them , i n  seeki ng to p l ease the Lord , to 
do some thi ngs wh ich  are actua l ly s i nful  i n  the s i ght 
of the Lord . 

11 �  a lways � very seri ous th ing to encourage anyone 
to v i o l ate h i s  own conscience. _ _ _ __  .;:.;:.:.;,;:c.;:.:..;:.:.;,;:.;:. 

The po i nt that Pau l was mak i ng was very s im i l ar to that 
wh i ch our Lord was making  when He spoke the words wh i ch 
we f i nd i n  Matthew 7 : 1 -5 .  Even by our crit i c i sm we may 
be try i ng to help someone' when the trouble  i s  rea l ly i n  
our l i ves--not i n  thei rs ! 

Conc l :  So , i f  you want to be cr it ica l ,  be cr it ica l  of yourself.  

Even bring  the Lord i nto it ,  as Dav i d  d id  i n  Psalm 1 39. See 
verses 23,  24 : 

Search me , 0 God , and know my heart : try me , and know my 
thoughts : and see i f  there be any wi cked way i n  me , and 
lead me in the way everl asti n g .  

A l so bring the Word i nto i t .  Cf . Heb. 4 : 1 2 .  

For the word of God i s  qu ick ,  and powerful , and sharper than 
any twoedged sword , p ierc i ng even to the d i v i d i ng asunder 
of soul and s p i r i t ,  and of the j o i nts and marrow, and i s  a 
d i scerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

It is d ifficult  to f i nd a good stopp i ng p l ace i n  a passage l i ke 
t h i s  because the who le section,  from 1 4 : 1 to 1 5 : 1 3 ,  i s  so 
i ntimately t i ed together. But remember that we wi l l  a lways have 
the strong and the weak i n  the fam i l y  of God--the weak being 
i nc l i ned to put themselves under various ru les and regu lations 
not found in  the Word of God . But i nstead of being cr it ica l  of 

-- each other , we are to wa l k  i n  l ove , i nstruct ing when we have the 
opportun i ty ,  but a lways keep ing i n  mind that " God i s  able  to make 
h i m  stand" ( Rom . 1 4 : 4b ). 

- 0 -
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LIFE IN THE NIGHT 
Romans 1 3: 8- 1 4  

Intro: There is a question which most of us ask many times a 
day. We either ask it audibly, or we think it. The 

question is, "What time is it?" 

We either answer the question by looking at our watches, or by 
looking at some clock which is near us , or by asking some person 
whom we believe might be able to tell us. 

We have clocks all over our houses--in the living room, in our 
bedrooms (to wake us up in the morning) , in the kitchen on our 
stoves, or on our microwave ovens, in our laundry rooms, in our 
workshops, in our studies or dens, on our wrists or in our 
pockets or around our necks. We have clocks in our cars. Know­
ing the time is so important to us that rarely do we have to go 
out of the room where we are at any moment in order to be able 
to tell the time of day. We even have digital clocks now on 
writing pens ! 

We also have calendars to tell us the month, year, and day in 
which we are living. If you have a digital watch, you can 
probably push a button on your watch, and it will give you the 
month and the year. 

Time enters into our conversation in many, many ways. Even as 
I speak to you I am conscious of time. I even have a clock 
here on the pulpit. We keep up with the time from the moment 
we get up in the morning until we go to bed at night. We have 
to be at work at a certain time. Our children have to be at 
school on time. Birthdays remind us of the passing of time. 

Time is of interest to all of us. Even our children who do not 

know how to tell the time will ask us, "What time is it?" 

The Bible has a lot to say about time , too. God reckons time 
is a different way from the way we tell the time of day. ]2 
you know !!h!!:i time it is according .12 God? The Roman church 
did! Paul said so in this passage. See verse 1 1 :  " • • •  

knowing the time, • • •  " See also the first part of verse 1 2: 
"The night is far spent , the day is at hand: . "  

According to God, we are living in the night of the world' s 
history. But the day is not far off. It is night because the 
Lord is not here. The day will come when He comes. It is 
night because of sin. Sin brought darkness into the world, 
spiritual darkness. But it will not be like this forever. 
II • • • now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. " 

If Paul spoke that way 2,000 years ago ,  what would he say today? 

]2. you � what � it ill. according i2. God ' s  :!!S!.Y: Ei counting 
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time? Do you know how you can tell that you do? 
� .:!.!l � � you live ! 

It will be - -- -

That is what Paul was saying in the latter part of verse 12, 
and in verses 1 3t and 14. Note that he said, "Let us • • •  " 
3 times. (Read. ) 

How are we to live during this night time of t):ti.s world' s 
history? Paul told us in 4 words found in verse 13: " • •  as  
in the day, • • •  " To state it in other words, � .!!:!!. to live 
� though the � � already here ! 

What, specifically, does this mean? 

It means 4 things: 

11 

It means that we should be loving toward each other. 
It means that we must stay awake, and not go to sleep. 
It means that we must be holy. 
It means that we must be prepared for spiritual conflict. 

These 4 points describe LIFE IN THE NIGHT. Let us consider 
them one by one. 

I. 

The words "owe" in verse 8 and "dues" in verse 7 have the 
same root . Thus, these two verses are related to each other 
and we are helped to understand the primary meaning of the 
command, "Owe no man any thing, but to love one another. " 

We all have debts which we owe, especially to government. 
We are not to be delinquent in paying them. Neither are we 
to contract obligations which we do not intent to pay, or 
which we might be unable to pay. 

But there is one debt, one obligation we have to each other, 
especially a� fellow-believers, which we will never be able 
to pay, butOw!lich we must always be paying, and that is 
"the debt of love. " 

We have seen in the preceding verses how much our hearts 
are inclined to be selfish, to be retaliatory, to be proud, 
to be rebellious, to be slothful, to be complaining. We 
seem to be inclined toward everything BUT TO BE LOVING! 
And yet that is our main obligation to each other, an obli­
gation which, if met, will keep us from all of these other 
wrong things in our relationships with each other. 

If we love each other, we will fulfill what the Law said 
regarding the wrongs which we are to avoid. (Explain that, 
if we love, we will not commit adultery, etc. ) 

It is always time to "love one another." 
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What else would God say if we were to ask Him, "What time is it?' 

II. "AWAKE OUT OF SLEEP" (Rom. 1 3: 1 1 ) . 

Actually this verb is passive -- it is time to be awakened. 
This was Paul ' s  job, to awaken the saints.  And it is the 
job of every pastor, every teacher of the Word, to awaken 
the people of God, and to keep them awake! 

Paul used two words for "time" in this verse. The first 
means the period of time in human history; the second means 
the exact hour. It is like we might distinguish between � 
5 and � � in the day. 

This means that we must not be spiritually asleep like the 
world is. Cf. 1 Cor. 1 5: 34.  Also remember what the Lord 
said to the apostles in the Garden of Gethsemane. It means 
that we must pray. It means that we must not be discouraged 
or slothful in the Lord' s work. 

And why should be be awakened (indicating that they had been 
asleep) ? " . • • for now is our salvation nearer than when 
we believed." The Lord could come at any hour. What a 
tragedy if He should find us sleeping! 

What else would God say if we were to ask Him, "What time is 
it? 

It is time to • • • 

III. BE HOLY (Rom. 13:12-14). 

There is a negative aspect to thiS, as well as a positive 
aspect -- and Paul states it these two ways three times in 

these three verses: 
1 � In verse 1 2  -- negatively first, then positively. 
2 In verse 1 3  positively first , then negatively. 
3 In verse 1 4  positivelyfirst, then negatively. 

A. " let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, 
and let us put on the armour of light" (v. 12b). 

The "works of darkness" are those things which belong to 
the darkness, and which are done when it is dark. Cf. 
John 3: 1 9, 20. 

I want to say more about "the armour of light" in a 
minute, but , for now, note the contrast between these 
two statements. 

B. "Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not it • • •  , not 
in • • • , not in • • ." (v. 1 3 ) .  
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To "walk honestly" is to live in a manner that is con­
sistent with what we are. /Ephesians 5 :8  states the idea 
exactly! 

For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye 
light in .the Lord: walk as children of light. 

And then to clarify what he meant, three times Paul said, 
" • •  not in • • . "  (Explain each one . )  

C. "But put ye one the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not 
provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof" 
(v. 1 4 ) .  

Note our Lord' s  full name here: "the Lord Jesus Christ." 

Cf. Gal. 3 : 27 .  We put on Christ when we were saved, 
but we need to appropriate daily what we have in Christ. 
It means to find our resources, our strength, our suffi­
ciency, our wisdom, our all, in RIM! Cf. Reb. 1 3 : 20, 
21 . 

If we are depending upon ourselves, we will fail. But, 
if we are depending upon Christ, we will be enabled to 
live at night like it was already the day! 

-- One more word. Let me go back to verse 1 2b: 

IV. " • • •  and let us put on the armour of light" (v. 1 2b ) .  

This needs to be mentioned separately. It is  not unrelated 
to the other things that we have been saying, bit explains 
even more olearly what it means to put on Chri s t !  

We are to be prepared for spiritual conflict. Cf. Eph. 6: 
1 0-20. 

"Light" appears even in the "darkness" when a Christian has 
his "armour of light" on. 

Concl: Do you know what time it is according to Cod' s  time? 
Does your life show that you do? Or do you need to be 

awakened? 

May God make each one of us realize the time, and then live as 
we should in the night as though it were already the day! 
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THE MAIN  PURPOSE OF  THE CHURCH 
Romans 1 5 : 1 -6 

Intro : Paul ' s  d i scussion of the conf l i ct wh ich  strong and weak 
be l i evers can have with each other i s  the l ast and the 

l ongest sect ion in the practical  part of h i s  Ep i st l e  to the 
Romans.  And the l onger you con s i der this  prob lem ,  the more you 
rea l i ze how prevalent it i s ,  and a lways has been , in the church . 
Our d i fferences with each other , even over non-essent i a l s ,  are 
often the greatest h i ndrances to our fe l l owsh i p  with each other,  
and , therefore , to the b less ing of God . A lthough Paul  exhorted 
be l i evers to be l i keminded a number of t imes i n  h i s  ep istles , 
the express ion that he used in  verse 6 of our text , " That ye may 
with one m ind , "  i s  found only th i s  one time i n  a l l  of h i s  writ­
i ng s ,  and yet it i s  used 1 1  times in  the book of Acts .  The 
fact that th i s  express ion descri bed the cond ition i n  the church 
in  those days was undoubted ly the reason , as much as any other,  
for the b l ess ing that the church experi enced during the time 
recorded i n  the book of Acts . 

Accord ing to what Pau l has written , the burden c learly rests 
upon those who are spiritua l ly strong , i . e . , those who are the 
most mature spiritua l ly .  ( Read Rom. 1 5 : 1 ,  2 . )  

Thomas Brooks , one of the Eng l i sh  Puritans , wrote i n  one of h i s  
messages , that the B i b l e  g i ves u s  e l even dut i es wh ich  the strong 
have toward the weak--and then he hastened to add that th i s  was 
not an exhaustive l i st. 

Many of us have been pray ing for a rev i va l .  The B i b l e  makes it 
very c l ear that certa i n  cond itions have to be met before God 
g i ves h i s  peop le  the k ind of b less i ngs that the church has 
experienced from time to time in  the great awaken ings of the 
past . Th i s  i s  one of them. We cannot ignore a passage l i ke 
th i s  without los ing the b less i ng of God . 

Pau l d i d  two th ings i n  the verses that we are going to cons i der 
today . F i rst ,  he stated the conc l us ion of the matter wh ich  he 
had been d i scussing from the beg i nning of chapter 14.  We mi ght 
even speak of it as an obl igation , or a duty , wh ich  he was 
p l ac i ng upon those who were strong. Th i s  i s  found i n  verses 
and 2 .  Second ly , he gave some d i vine encouragements to help  us 
in our obedience to our God-gi ven duty. 

Let us l ook at each of these very carefu l ly ,  and I trust , by 
God ' s  grace , with open and recept i ve hearts . 

I .  T H E  C O N C L U S I O N  O F  T H E  MATT E R  ( Rom . 1 5 : 1 ,  2 ) . 

Remember that we are d i scuss i ng d i fferences in  things that 
are not essent i a l  in Christian growth , but wh ich  weak 
bel i evers feel are essenti a l --what can be eaten , and days 
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wh ich  ought to b e  observed. 

Verse 1 i s  very strong . "Ought" means that the strong have 
an ob l i gation , a debt,  a duty which is b i nding upon them. 
It is litera l lFtObear with the weaknesses of those who are 
not strong. 

- -- -- -- - - -

Thomas Brooks s a i d ,  
The word that i s  rendered t o  bear s i gnif i es to bear a s  
p i l l ars do bear the we ight ancrlltJrden of the house ; to 
bear as porters do bear their burdens ,  or as the bones 
do bear the f lesh , or rather as parents bear the i r  babes 
i n  the ir  arms ( Vo l .  3 ,  p .  95 ) .  

Does this  mean that the Lord ' s  work and the l i ves of the 
Lord ' s  peop l e  shou l d  be brought down to the l evel of those 
who are weak? Does the Lord want the strong to become weak 
again? 

Obv ious ly ,  no ! See verse 2 .  The strong are to bear with 
the weak in  order that eventua l ly they might become strong . 
It  is "for h i s  good unto ed ificat ion . "  If our behav ior 
toward each other does not ed ify , it cannot be cons idered 
as "good . "  Remember Romans 1 4 : 1 9 ,  

Let u s  therefore fol low after the things wh ich  make 
for peace,  and th ings wherewith one may ed ify another. 

So our a im  is to bui l d  up each other in the fa i th ,  to 
strengthen one another. 

But it can often be very frustrat ing , very aggravating , to have 
to bear with the immature convi ctions of the weak.  The weak 
may be weak in the i r  understanding , but they can be very strong 
in the i r  conviction s .  What prov i s ion has God made for the 
strong so they wi l l  "bear the inf i rmities of the weak"? 

I .. 

We see that Paul has ment ioned four i � our text. Let us l ook 
at them in verses 3 through 6. --

I I .  F O U R  D I V I N E  E N C O U RA G E M E N T S  ( Rom . 1 5 : 3 - 6 ) .  

The first i s  • . •  

A. The examp l e  of Christ ( v .  3 ) .  

Christ d i d  i n  a far greater way what the Spi rit of God 
has commanded us to do here through the Apostle Pau l .  
If He had not been concerned for a l l  of H i s  people who 
at one t ime were weak, He never wou l d  have come to the 
earth ; He never wou l d  have d ied on the Cross .  

But noti ce something i nteresting here. 
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Paul d i d  not c i te indivi dua l examp les " from the Gospe l s  
wh i ch h e  cou ld  have ment ioned , such as 
1 )  Peter , or 
2 )  Peter , James , and John , or 
3)  Thoma s ,  
or many others . 

Neither d i d  Paul ask us to remember the many ways i n  
wh ich  the Lord has borne our inf irmit ies--wh ich  wou l d  
be a profitable exerc i se for a l l o f  u s .  

Instead , h e  quoted from a Mes s i an ic Psalm :  Psalm  69 ,  
verse 9.  And th i s  was far  more impress i ve than any 
example wh ich  Paul cou ld have ment ioned . Th i s  was the 
Word of God , and it po ints us even now to the Cross .  
It  means that the s i ns of  the Lord ' s  peop l e  wh ich  they 
s i nned agai nst God fe l l  upon Him Who d ied as the i r  
Subst itute . 

So , when you and I grow weary of the immaturity of our 
weaker brothers and s i sters , let us th ink about the 
Lord and what He d i d  wh ich  was far greater than anyth ing 
that we w i l Lever have to do . 

The second encouragement : 

B .  The Word of God ( v .  4 ) .  

If we have not yet seen the importance of th i s  subject 
wh ich  Paul was d i scuss ing , th i s  ought to settl e  it i n  
i n  our minds because ONE O F  THE MAI N  REASONS THAT GOD 
GAVE US HIS  WORD wAs TO HELP US WITH THI S  VERY PROBLEM. 

We are to learn how others d id  th i s  in the past , and 
see the b lessings that resu l ted . We today have the 
advantage of having the New Testament a l so ,  whereas 
when Paul wrote th i s  he was speak ing of the O ld  
Testament. 

The Word of God wi l l  g i ve us "patience" and "comfort , "  
or encouragement .  

Think of God ' s c dea l ings with Abraham, or with Jacob,  or 
with Moses. 

The third encouragement : 

C .  The pray i ng o f  the Apost l e  Paul (vv.  5 ,  6 ) .  

These verses are a prayer. I want to con s i der the con� 
tent of them in a mi nute, but f i rst I want to emphasize 
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the fact that t h i s  was one thIng that the Apost l e  Pau l 
prayed about . Cf. Rom. 1 :  9 .  

What a n  encouragement th i s  must have been to the peop le  
i n  the church at Rome ! Paul was not only  tel l i ng them 
what they must do , but he was pray ing that they wou l d  

Jbe able  to do it .  

Th i s  i s  a l esson for us  i n  how we shou l d  pray for each 
other. It teaches us a l so to let peop l e  know that we 
are pray ing for them, and what our requests are . 

But l et us go on to the fourth encouragement . 

D .  The b less ing of God ( vv . 5 ,  6 ) .  

The be l i evers at Rome cou l d  not do what they were ob l i ­
gated to do unless the Lord hel ped them. 

What d i d  they need? "Patience and comfort . " How d i d  
Palll address God in  t h i s  i nstance? A s  "the God of 
pat i ence and conso l ation" --the same two words wh ich  he 
had used in verse 4 !  

Here you can see that Paul was not pray ing that the 
church at Rome wou l d  be a weak church , catering to weak 
bel i evers , but that , as the strong bel ievers obeyed God , 
they wou l d  have a part in  mak i ng the weak strong so 
that they wou l d  "be l i keminded one toward another 
accord ing to Christ Jesus" so that "with one mind and 
one mouth" they wou ld  "glorify God , even the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ . " 

" L i kem inded " means that they would  th ink a l i k e .  

"Accord ing to Christ Jesus"  means in agreement with H im ,  
to do  as  He  d i d ,  doing H is  wi l l  to p lease H im.  

And note that th i s  ca l l s  for i nward obedience as we l l  as 
outward obed ience : "with one mind"  ( i nward ly } " and one 
mOlllth "  ( outward l y ) . Note the order. 

"Glorify God , "  magnify H im ,  exa l t  Him"--the ch i ef end of 
man , and the ma i n  purpose for the church. Cf. 1 Cor. 
1 0 : 3 1 , 

Whether therefore ye eat , or drink,  or whatsoever 
ye do , do a l l  to the g l ory of God . 

Conc l :  With such great encouragements ,  may God enable us to 
obey Him that He may be g lorified in our church , and 

that we may see great b less ing i n  the days ahead . 
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Thomas Brooks ( Vo ! .  3 ,  pp. 95- 1 0 2 )  l i sts "eleven dut i es that 
strong saints are to perform to those that are weak" ( p .  95 ) .  

1 .  Those that are strong ought to bear with the infirmities 
of the weak. Cf . Rom. 1 5 : 1 .  

2 .  Second l y ,  As it i s  your duty to bear with them, so i t  i s  
your duty to rece ive them i nto commun i on with you . Cf . 
Rom. 1 4 :  1 . 

3 .  They must l ook more upon the i r  graces than upon the i r  weak­
nes ses. Cf.  Mark 1 0 : 1 2 .  

4 .  It i s  the duty of strong saints , i n  things indifferent 
to deny themse l ves , to p l ease the weak . Cf. 1 Cor. 8 : 1 3 ;  
9 : 22 ; Rom. 1 5 : 2 .  

5 .  To support the weak.  Cf. 1 Thess . 5 : 1 4 .  A l so Heb . 1 2 :  
1 2 ,  1 3 ,  quoted from I sa .  35 : 3 .  

6 .  To take heed of mak ing weak sa ints ha lt  and go l ame i n  a 
way of hoi  ines s ,  or of keeping th.em off from the ways of 
God , or of turn ing them out of the ways of God . Cf . Matt. 
1 8 : 1 0 ;  Luke 1 7 : 2 .  

7 .  I t  i s  the duty of strong sa ints to s u i t  a l l  things to the 
capac ity of the weak . Cf . 1 Cor. 9 : 22 ;  3 : 1 ,  2 .  

8 .  I t  i s  your duty to l abour to strengthen weak sa ints 
against s i n ,  and to draw them to hol i ness argumentat ively.  
Cf . 1 John 2 :  1 ,  2 ,  l ooking back to 1 :7 ,  9 .  

9 .  To cast a mant le  over the infirmities of the weak . Cf. 
1 Pet . 4 : 8 ;  Jas. 5 : 20 .  

1 0 .  I t  i s  the duty of strong saints to sympath i ze with the 
weak ;  to rej o i ce with them when they rej o ice ,  and to mourn 
with them when they mourn . Cf.  2 Cor. 1 1 : 29 .  

1 1 .  Last l y ,  It  i s  the duty of the strong to g i ve to the weak 
the honour that i s  due unto them. Cf. 1 Pet . 3 :7 

Footnote on p .  1 02 :  " I  have known a good o l d  man , said  
Bernard , who ,  when he had heard of  any that had  committed some 
notori ous offence , was wont to say with h imse lf ,  I l le hod i e ,  
et ego c i a s ,  h e  fe l l  to-day ; s o  may I to-morrow, &c . "  

,.� '\ 
\'.,( 
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G O D ' S  G R E A T E R  P L AN 
Rom a n s  1 5 : 7 - 2 1  

I ntro : We are coming to the c lose of the Ep i st l e  to the Romans . 
Many feel that Paul ' s  teach ing ,  as such , ends w ith verse 

1 3--and it probab ly does . But , as we go on from Romans 1 5 : 1 4 
to the end of chapter 1 6 ,  we wi l l  learn that there i s  a l ot of 
teach ing inc l uded in those verses . It  was hard for Pau l to 
write ,  even i f  he were g i v i ng greet ings ,  and not to teach .  

The important thing for u s  to recogn i ze at th i s  po i nt i n  the 
Ep i st l e ,  i s  to see what the object i ve of Pau l ' s  teach ing has 
been . We need to ask the quest ion,  WHAT IS GOD ' S  PURPOSE I N  ALL 
THAT HE HAS DONE FOR THE SALVAT ION OF S I NNERS? There i s  one 
answer that i s  to be seen aga i n  and aga in  i n  th i s  f ifteenth 
chapter : GOD IS CONCERNED ABOUT H IS  OWN GLORY . 

That i s  c lear in  verse 6 .  ( Read . )  

It  i s  a l so c lear in  verse 7 .  ( Read . )  

We see it aga in  i n  verse 9 .  ( Read . )  

It  i s  i n  verse 1 1 .  ( Read . )  

It  i s  i n  verse 1 6 .  ( Read . )  Note the phrase , " . . •  that the 
offering up of the Gent i l es might be acceptable . . " "Accep­
tab le"  to whom? It has to mean , acceptable  to God ! It must 
p l ease H im .  It must be for H i s  g l ory ! 

So , wh i l e sa lvation bri ngs more b less ings to the peop le  of God 
than anyone can poss ib ly  count , yet its  primary purpose i s  for 
the g lory of God . And that app l ies to sa lvati on past , present , 
and future. 

But there is another po int that the Apostle Pau l brought out 
very c l early in th i s  chapter. It i s  th i s :  D I V I SIONS AMONG H IS  
PEOPLE ROB HIM OF GLORY WH I CH BELONGS TO H IM .  D i v i s ions are 
a d i sgrace to the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Note Paul ' s  
prayer again in  verses 5 ,  6 .  ( Read . ) 

D i v i s i ons indicate spiritual  immaturity. They are caused by 
pride , by the des i re of some to have the i r  own way. D i v i s ions 
mean that the peop l e  of God have the i r  eyes more on each other 
than they do upon the Lord . Read wherever you want to in  the 
B i b l e ,  either i n  the O ld  Testament or i n  the New Testament , and 
you wi l l  find that d i vis ions , for whatever reason , have been 
the great h i ndrance to bless i ng and the great h indrance to 
revival  among the peop l e  of God . 

We have seen in  Romans 1 4  that there were d i v i s i ons between the 
strong and the weak be l i evers . As we come to chapter 1 5  it  
seems that the d i fferences between the strong and the weak had 
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something to do with troubles that ex isted between the Jew i sh 
bel ievers and the Gent i l e  bel ievers.  There must have been 
Jew i sh be l i evers who wished that there were only Jews i n  the 
Churc h .  They wou l d  be inc l i ned to say ,  "Why d i d  God save Gen­
t i I es anyway?" 

Haven ' t  you felt that way about certa i n  people? Why d i d  the 
Lord have to save them? 

But l ook at what Paul wrote to the Thessa loni ans i n  2 Thessa­
l on i ans 3 : 1 4- 1 6 .  ( Read . )  See espec i a l ly verse 1 5 .  A be l iever 
can often act l i ke an unbel iever, but we are to "admon ish h im  
a s  a brother" because he  may very wel l  be  a brother ! 

We must a lways be work ing for unity--not _un ity 1?t sacr if ic ing 
the truth , but un i ty based upon the truth .  

But l et me return to my question , Why d i d  God save Gent i l es? 
Why was the door of sa lvat ion openea-to th�entl 1es after the 
resurrect ion of Christ,  opened in a way that it never had been 
opened before? Why was the Apostle Paul apPoi nted as he said  
i n  verse 1 6 ,  as "the mi n i ster of Jesus Christ to the Gent i les"?  
Because it was GOD ' S  GREATER PLAN , for H i s  greater g l ory ! To 
be able  to take Jews and Gentil es and bring them together into 
one body wou l d  one day make the heavens and the earth resound 
to the g lory of God ! 

Th i s  i s  the subject of verses 7 through 2 1 - -to show the p l an of 
God i n  reach ing the Gent i les , and that it was a l l  for H i s  own 
g l ory , H i s  greater g l ory ! 

We had the grand object ive of sa lvat ion l ast Lord ' s  Day , stated 
i n  verses 5 ,  6 of Romans 1 5 .  Let us note today i n  the verses 
that fo l l ow how Paul fol lowed through on that most important 
theme. 

I .  T H E  E X H O RTAT I O N ( R om . 1 5 : 7 ) .  

Th i s  i s  the only exhortat ion in  our text , but how important 
it i s !  

I t  was for the g lory of God that Chri st has received each 
one of u s .  How can we reject each other when the Lord 
has recei ved us? 

To help the Roman be l i evers to respond to the exhortat i on ,  Paul 
fo l l owed th i s  with three spec i f i c  encouragements .  They are :  
1 )  The m i n i stry of Jesus Christ ,  i n  vv . 8- 1 2 .  
2 )  Our prayer-answering God , i n  v .  1 3 .  
3 )  The m i n i stry of Paul h imse l f ,  i n  vv . 14-2 1 . 

I I .  T H R E E  S P E C I F I C  E N C O U RA G E M E N T S  ( R o m .  1 5 : 8 - 2 1 ) .  
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L e t  u s  exam i n e  t h e s e  i n  o r d e r .  

A .  T h e  m i n i s t ry o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ( R om . 1 5 : 8 - 1 2 ) . 

What outstand ing thing do you notice about these verses? 
We l l ,  we certa in ly  can see that verses 9 ,  1 0 ,  1 1 ,  and 
1 2  are a l l  quotat ions from the O ld  Testament :  
1 )  Verse 9 i s  Psa .  1 8 : 49 .  
2 )  Verse 1 0  i s  Oeut . 32 : 43 .  
3 )  Verse 1 1  i s  Psa.  1 1 7 : 1 .  
4 )  Verse 1 2  i s  I s a .  1 1 : 1 .  

What do a l l  of these verses have in  common? 

They a l l speak of the Gent i les . And verse 9 beg ins  with 
that statement in  which we are part i c u l arly interested , 
"And that the Genti les mi ght g l orify God for h i s  mercy 

" 

But how are they rel ated to the m i n i stry of our Lord 
Jesus Christ? 

Verse 9 g i ves us our answer. 

The Lord Jesus came to earth as a Jew , to m i n i ster to 
the Jews , but H i s  purpose , or a part of H i s  purpose , was 
to fu lfi l l  the prom i ses "made unto the fathers , "  i . e . , 
the Jewi sh  fathers , regard ing the Genti l es . 

Thus the Lord Jesus came to m i n i ster i n  beha lf  of both 
Jews and Gent i l es !  

The Old  Testament predi cted the sa lvation of the Gen­
t i l es as we l l  as the Jews . Can we exc l ude one another 
when the Lord has i nc l uded a l l  of us who are i n  the 
body of Christ ,  whether we be Jews or Genti les .  
Obv iously we cannot ; we must not ! 

The Word of God stands . " • i n  h im sha l l  the 
Ge�t i l es trust . "  See v .  1 2b .  God ' s  promi ses are sure. 

B .  O u r  p r a y e r - a n swer i n g  G o d  ( R om . 1 5 : 1 3 ) .  

You can see how concerned Pau l was about this  matter of 
d i v i s ions because aga i n  he turned to prayer. 

Before we examine the prayer, l et us think about the 
God to Whom he was pray i ng .  Paul cal l ed Him,  "the God 
of hope . "  

F i rst of a l l ,  what reason d i d  Paul have to expect that 
God wou l d  answer h i s  prayer? 
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C f .  1 John 5 : 1 4 ,  1 5 .  Paul knew that he was pray ing 
accord i ng to the Word of God , and so he cou l d  be 
confident that he was pray ing accord ing to the wi l l  of 
God . 

Paul ' s  prayer a l so shows that h i s  hope for oneness 
among bel ievers was i n  God , not i n  the be l i evers them­
selves . And it wou l d  a l l  be rea l i zed through "the 
power of the Holy Spi r i t . "  

Oneness i s  not man-made ; it i s  God-made ! 

C .  T h e  m i n i s t ry o f  P a u l  h i m s e l f  ( Rom . 1 5 : 1 4 - 2 1 ) .  

For Paul to have been ca l l ed to m i n i ster part i c u l arly 
the the Gent i l es shou l d  have meant a great dea l to the 
Jews as we l l  as to the Genti les , encourag ing both 
groups . 

Paul began with • • .  

1 .  A concess i on (vv, 1 4 - 1 6 ) .  

He had not written to them because he felt that 
they were i gnorant or unab le  to help each jother , 
but he had written because th i s  was the m i n i stry 
that he had recei ved from the Lord . 

Note that for the second time he referred to the 
Holy Sp i ri t .  Cf . vv.  1 3  and 1 6 .  

2 .  The i ntensity of Pau l ' s  m i n i stry (vv .  17-21 ) .  
( exten s i venes s )  

a .  He wou l d  on ly speak of what the Lord had done 
through h i m  ( vv .  1 7- 1 9 ) .  

Here , i n  v .  1 9 ,  we have h i s  th i rd reference to 
the Holy Sp i rit .  

" I l lyri cum" was northwest of  Macedonia  j ust 
across the Adri at ic  Sea from Ita l y .  Paul had 
saturated that area with the Gospel --from Jeru­
salem to I l lyri cum ! 

b .  Why was he so confi dent of b less ing apart from 
h i s  appo intment Qy God to � !Q. the Genti l es? 
Agai n we see howine was suSfalneOlDy the Word 
of God--th i s  time by I s a .  52 : 1 5  which he quoted 
i n  v .  2 1 . 

Conc l :  Do you see �he reasons for Pau l ' s  hope that there could 
be un ity among the peop le  of God , so that God cou l d  be 

g lorif ied? It was because of the Word of God , prayer, the 
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work of a l l  Ihree Members of the Godhead , and the ca l l that 
God had g i ven to Him to m i n i ster among the Genti l es . 

What does this  mean to us? 

God has saved u s ,  not for any merit  in us , but for H i s  own 
g l ory . He i s  not only g lorified by the changes that He has made 
i n  our l i ves , but a l so by our fel l owsh i p  with each other. 
There i s  noth ing  on earth l i ke the fe l l owsh i p  of the saints.  
Here He receives H i s  greatest g l ory . As imposs ib le  as i t  may 
seem at t imes , God i s  able  to make us one and H i s  Word wi l l  
encourage us to bel ieve that it  i s  pos s i b l e  by H i s  grace ,  and 
H i s  grace a lone ! 

Thus , GOD ' S  GREATER PLAN i s  for H IS  GREATER GLORY . It means 
that i nstead of l im it ing H i s  saving grace to the peop l e  of 
I srae l , He has opened the door of sal vat i on to Gent i l es 
throughout the world--a l l  for the greater g l ory of H i s  own 
holy Name ! 
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O N  T H E  WAY  TO ROME  
Roma n s  1 5 : 2 2 - 3 3  

I n t r o : On the f i rst Sunday of February of l ast year we began 
the study of the book of Romans . That was a year and a ha lf  ago . 
At that t ime I spoke to you on the subject, WHY STUDY ROMANS? 
I gave you n i ne reasons . Let me repeat them th i s  morn i ng as I 
beg i n : 
1 )  Because God has commanded us to preach H i s  Word , a l l  of i t ,  

and Romans i s  a part of that Word . 
2 )  Because i t  g i ves us a synops i s ,  or a survey , of a l l  that 

Paul taught . 
3 )  Because it  i s  an abri dgement of a 1 1  that i s  taught i n  the 

New Testament .  
4 ) Because no ch i ld of God can be tru ly grounded i n  the faith 

who is i gnorant of this Ep istle .  
5 )  Because i t  g i ves us the most complete statement of the 

doctrine of sa lvation found any p l ace in the Word of God . 
6 )  Because th i s  has been a book wh ich  God has a lways used to 

bring many of H i s  peop le  to H imse l f .  
7 )  Because Romans has had a maj or ro l e  i n  the great spi r itua l 

awaken i ngs  of the past . 
8 )  Because the doctri nes of Romans are the very doctri nes 

wh i c h  are either be ing neg lected or perverted by the church 
today. 

9 )  Because Romans teaohes us (as  most of Pau l ' s  Ep i st les do)  
the i nseparab le  l ink between doctrine and duty , precept and 
pract ice ,  creed and conduct . 

The Lord wi l l i ng , I expect to f i n ish Romans on the f i rst Sunday 
of August. That wi l l  be exactly a year and a half s i nce we 
began . 

The reason I am referring to my message on that Sunday a year 
ago l ast February, i s  because , at that t ime , I referred to the 
prayer requests that Paul  gave to the Roman s ,  found here at the 
end of the f ifteenth chapter. And I asked you to pray about 
these things for me . I wonder how many of you have remembered 
to do that . I am not i n  any way comparing myse l f  w ith the 
Apost le  Paul , but I want to say th i s  morn i ng that I sti l l  am i n  
need of your prayers ,  more than ever , and I wou l d  l ove to know 
that these are your requests for me before the Lord concern ing 
my m i n i stry. 

I want to con s i der these prayer requests with you aga i n  today , 
a l ong with the 8 verses wh ich  precede them . And I hope that , 
as I do , the Sp i rit  of God wi l l  burden a l l of us to pray these 
requests for those we know and l ove who m i n i ster the Word . 

But ,  before . we get to the prayer, l et us look at verses 22-29 
where we have . . . 

I .  P A U L ' S  P L A N S  ( Roma n s  1 5 : 2 2 - 2 9 ) .  



Rom . 1 5 : 22-33 ( 2 )  

Here we learn 

A .  I n  verse 22  - - why he  had  not come to  the before. 

It was Pau l ' s  burden to preach to Genti l es who had never 
heard the Gospel . It  had a l ready been preached i n  Rome. 

B. In verse 23 we l earn -- why he cou l d  come then . 

A l l  of the areas of the Emp i re had been covered from 
Jerusa l em to I l lyri cum. See verse 1 9 .  

C .  I n  verse 24 we learn - - when h e  p l anned to come. 

He wou ld  see them on h i s  way to Spa i n .  

I t  i s  doubtful if  Paul ever got to Spa i n .  The Scri p­
tures say noth i ng about i t ,  nor i s  it mentioned by any 
of the Church Fathers . But i t  was Pau l ' s  hope to be 
able  to go there because , apparent l y ,  the Gospe l had not 
yet been preached i n  Spa i n .  

D .  I n  verses 25-28 we learn - - what he had to do f i rst , 
and why . 

Paul was writing from Cori nth . The young churches 
throughout Macedon ia  and Acha i a  had gotten together an 
offering because they had heard that the bel ievers i n  
Jerusalem were i n  spec i a l  need and because they wanted 
to show the i r  thanksg iv ing to God for the Gospel wh i ch 
had come to them from Jerusalem .  

C f .  Acts 1 : 8 ;  Rom. 1 : 1 6b .  

We f i nd the same teach i ng on g i v i ng i n  1 Cor. 9 : 1 1 ,  
If we have sown unto you spiritual  thi ngs , i s  it  
a great th ing i f  we sha l l reap your carna l  th ings? 

Th i s  � some of Pau l ' s  ear l i est teach i ng on g i v i n g .  

E .  I n  verse 2 9  we learn - - h i s  confi dence about h i s  v i S i t  
i n  Rome . 

He expected the Lord to use h i m  there as he had been 
used i n ' other p l aces . He was not com i ng j ust to rest, 
nor j ust for the fel l ows h i p ,  but he i ntended to m i n i ster . 

I n  Rome there had ev i dently been some quest ioni:ng going on 
among the bel ievers as to why Pau l had not come to them 
before , and so he felt that th i s  word of exp l anat i on was 
necessary . How carefu l ly Pau l sought to avo i d  any 
m i sunderstand ing with the peop l e  of God . 

Next we come to • • • 



Rom. 1 5 : 22-33 ( 3 )  

I I .  P A U L ' S  P L EA ( Rom . 1 5 : 3 0 - 3 2 ) .  

Th i s. was a plea for prayer.  

Note the strong l anguage that he  used . 

Who was he address ing as "brethren "?  It had  to  be  the 
peop le  he mentioned i n  chapter 1 6 ,  verses 3 - 1 6 .  And there 
were undoubted ly others whose names are not g i ven nere. 

See the' arguments that he presented to them : 
1 )  " For the Lord Jesus Christ ' s  sake" ( v .  30 ) .  
2 )  " For the l ove of the Sp i rit "  ( v .  30 ) .  
The f i rst one i s  the Godward aspect of prayer ; the second 
has to do with the bond that bel i evers have w ith each other. 

And then Paul d i d  not j ust ask them to pray for h i m ,  but 
to " strive together with"  h i m  in prayer. It meant to 
agonize I n  prayer with h i m .  He was under the burden of h i s  
m In I stry ; h e  wanted them to j o i n  with h im .  He was pray i ng ; 
he wanted them to be pray i ng ,  too . 

Paul obviously  cons i dered prayer very , very important. And 
here he i s  seeking the prayers of many peop l e  who are com­
p lete ly unknown i n  Scri pture except for the fact that they 
are menti oned i n  chapter 1 6 .  

Let us not m i ss  the lessons that are found i n  verse 30 . 

Then we come to Paul ' s  spec if ic  requests--another l esson for 
us with regard to prayer: Prayer needs to be spec i f i c .  

There are three, poss ib ly  four ,  requests . 

A.  F i rst , regard i ng the unbe l i ev i ng Jews i n  Jerusa l em 
( v .  3 1 a ) .  

How wonderfu l ly God answered this  prayer,  a s  we l earn 
i n  Acts 2 1 -26 ! And yet in what an amaz ing way - ­
through the i ntervent ion of the Roman government ! 

We learn from th i s  that the m i n i stry of the Gospel i s  
not going to be easy , nor w i l l  i t  be we l l -received . 
Despite a l l  that we are sometimes to ld, men are not 
seeki ng the Lord , nor do they want to hear about 
Chri st . Preach i ng i n  Pau l ' s  day meant hazard i ng your 
l ife for the sake of the Gospe l .  The true Gospel i s  
not any more popular today. Men ' s  hearts are st i l l  
j ust as depraved . 

B .  Second,  regard ing the sa ints i n  Jerusalem ( v .  3 1 b ) .  



Rom. 15:22-33 ( 4 )  

Paul was not a favorite among many of the be l ievers i n  
Rome . And yet he ca l l ed them " sa ints . "  

Do you know why he was not popu l ar with them? It was 
because he preached the grace of God .  I t  was hard for 
them to bel ieve that they cou l d  not contri bute someth i ng 
to the i r  sa lvat i on .  They had a hard t ime th ink i ng that 
they were j ust as bad as the Gent i les .  In  fact ,  many 
of them resented the fact that Pau l had gone to the 
Genti les .  They were the k i nd who wou l d  not l i ke worm 
theo l ogy. They wou l d  not have l i ked I saac Watts �er ,  
who wrote , 

Alas ! and d i d  my Sav i our b leed ,  
And d:i:d my Sovere ign d i e !  C f .  Psa.  22 : 6 ;  

Wou l d  he devote that sacred head I sa .  4 1 : 1 4 .  

For such a worm a s  I !  

They d i d  not l i ke to g i ve up free wi l l .  They were 
i nc l i ned to th ink that Jews anyway wou l d  rece i ve Christ 
i f  the Gospel were presented to them at the right t ime 
and i n  the right way. 

Oh , how we need to be praying that the m in i stry of the 
Word wou l d  be accepted by the peop l e  of God .  Paul 
had money to g i ve them , but he was going to Jerusa lem 
to teach them , too . 

And th i s  request was answered . 

C .  Th i rd , regard ing how he wou ld  come and what h i s  v i s it 
wou ld  mean to a l l  of them ( v .  32 ) .  

1 .  " That I may come unto you with j oy by the wi I I  of 
God . " 

He went. The way he went was "the wi I I  of God . "  
And , i f  you have any questi ons about the j oy ,  read 
Paul ' s  Ep i st l e  to the Ph i l ippians ! 

But how d i fferent the j ourney was from what he must 
have ant i c i pated . He went in cha i n s ,  as a pri soner 
of Rome ! 

- -- - - -

But h i s  prayers , and the i r  prayers , were answered ! 

But there i s  a second part to thi s ,  or you cou l d  cons ider 
th i s  as a fourth request : 

2 .  "And may wi  th you be refreshed . "  

Th i s  i s  to be rested and renewed , to ga i n  fresh 
strength for the work ahead . 



Rom. 1 5 : 22-33 l b )  

Pau l was l ooking forward to what h i s  m i n i stry i n  
Rome wou l d  mean to the Roman be l i evers , but h e  was 
a l so hopefu l  that it wou l d  mean a rev iva l  in h i s  
own heart ! 

Our text concl udes with • • .  

I I I .  PAUL ' S  P RA Y E R  ( Ro m .  1 5 : 3 3 ) .  

"Now the God of peace be with you a l l .  Amen . "  

Note how Paul spoke of God i n  Rom. 1 5 : 5  and 1 6 : 20 .  

How i s  God "the God of peace"? 
1 )  He i s  the One Who has done a l l that was necessary for us 

to have peace with H i m .  It has not been our work i n  
any sense o f  the word . He has reconc i l ed u s .  

2 )  He i s  the One Who i s  the founta i n  of our peace , the 
source of a l l the peace that we need and that we ever 
experi ence. 

3 )  For H i m  to be "with " us means that H i s  presence and 
b l es s i ng are be ing experienced i n  our l i ves . 

What a wonderful  prayer it  i s  to pray, as we saw it  f i rst 
i n  Rom. 1 : 7b ,  

Grace to you and peace from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Chri st . 

C o n c  I :  May J ,  ask you i f  you pray? Have you prayed t h i s  
morn i ng? D i d  you pray for me? Do you rea l ize what 

a batt le  the m i n i stry of the Word i s --how men oppose i t ,  and 
how often i t  i s  res i sted even by the "sa ints"?  

Let me say today about prayer what Paul  said  about giv ing , I f  
you have been blessed by this m i n i stry , then it i s  your duty 
to pray for me , for the e lders , for the deacons--j ust as .  it ts  
our  duty to pray for you ,  and for each other. 

We are engaged i n  a spiritual warfare , a warfare wh ich  cannot 
be won apart from prayer. Paul  made th is  very c l ear. God may 
not answer as we expect , but we can be sure that He wi l l  answer, 
and that H i s  b l es s i ng w i l l  come when we fai thfu l ly "stri ve 
together" i n  our prayers.  May God p l ace such a burden upon a l l  
of our hearts ! 
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A G L I M P S E  I N T O  P A U L ' S  H E A R T  
Rom a n s  1 6 : 1 - 24  

I n t r o : Throughout the Book of Acts and then i n  the Epistles 
wh ich  Paul wrote we have many g l impses i nto the heart 

of the great Apostle both before and after he became a Chri st­
i an .  These g l impses he l p  us to understand the m ighty trans­
forming power of the Gospel of Christ.  

We have such a g l impse i n  the passage we are go ing to cons ider 
today . Many wou l d  feel that it i s  not necessary to spend even 
one serv ice on th i s  passage , that it i s  important primari ly 
from an h i storical  po i nt-of-view ,  but that it  i s  not of any 
use beyond that to us today . 

However, l et me remind you that the Holy Sp i rit  d i rected Paul 
i n  wri t i ng th i s  s i xteenth chapter of Romans j ust as much as 
He d i d  the preced ing f i fteen chapters . Therefore , God felt 
that i t  was important for every generat ion of be l i evers from 
that day unt i l  th is  to read over these greeti ngs aga i n  and 
aga i n ,  l ooking to the Holy Spi r i t  to show us why these words 
are hear .  So let us approach th i s  chapter with the expectati on 
that there i s  real b les s i ng awa it ing us here. 

Today I want to take up the f i rst twenty-four verses , leav ing 
the l ast three for next Sunday when we w i l l  conc l ude our 
present study of th i s  Ep i st l e ,  the Lord wi l l i ng .  

Let me po i nt out the d i v i s i ons for you .  

F i rst , i n  verses 1 and 2 we have the COMMENDATI ON o f  Phebe. 

Second , in verses 3 through 1 6  we have various SALUTATIONS to 
those who were in the church  at Rome . 

Th i rd ,  i n  verses 1 7  through 20 we have Paul ' s  f i nal  EXHORTA­
TION of t h i s  Ep i stle .  

Fourth and f i n a l l y ,  i n  verses 2 1  through 24  we have another 
group of SALUTATIONS--only th i s  t ime from those who wel'e�witb. 
Paul  to those who were i n  the church �ome . 

So Y9 u can remember these d i v i s i ons by these words : 
T ION�, SALUTATIONS, EXHORTATION , SALUTATIONS. 

GQMMEN[)A-

1 .  COMMENDATION ( Rom . 1 6 : 1 , 2 ) .  

Th is  had to do with a woman by the name of Phebe . She 
l i ved i n  Cenchrea--wh ich  was located between Athens and 
Cori nth in what was then Acha i a .  Some be l i eve that she 

·took th i s  Epi st le  to the be l ievers in Rome. 



Rom. 1 6 : 1 -24 ( 2 )  

Note how Paul i dent if ied her--"our s i ster , which i s  a 
servant of the church. wh ich i s  at Cenchrea. " 

He appea ls  to the church to accept her , to he l p  her, and 
he conc l uded by tel l i ng them what she had done for many 
others and a l so for h im .  

Th i s  shows that l ad i es had an  important p l ace i n  the 
m i n i stry of the early church.  She has  even been ca l l ed a 
deaconness .  

She must have been a very god ly woman .  We d o  not know 
what bus i ness she had , but Paul wanted the church i n  Rome 
to g i ve her a l l  of the help  that she needed . 

I I .  S A L U TA T I O N S  ( Ro m .  1 6 : 3 - 1 6 ) . 

Here we have : 
1 )  Twenty-four be l i evers mentioned by name- - 1 7  men and 

7 women . 
2 )  Two househo lds--that of Ari stobu lus  and that of Narc i s ­

sus . The greetings are not actua l ly sent to e ither of 
these men , and so i t  i s  assumed that they were not 
bel i evers , but that members of the i r  fami l i es and some 
of the i r  servants were 

3 )  Two woman are ment ioned , but thei r  names are not 
g iven : 
a )  Rufus ' mother ( verse 1 3 ) .  
b )  Nereus ' s i ster ( verse 1 5 ) .  

4 )  And the�tbre�ther groups were ment ioned : 
\6) "The brettJren " who were with the men mentioned in  

verse 1 4 .  
c )  "Al l the saints"  who were with those mentioned i n  

verse 1 5 .  
a )  "The church" wh ich met i n  the house of Pr i sc i l l a 

and Aqu i l a  ( v .  5 ) .  

Prisc i l l a and Aqu i l a  were husband and wife--she may have 
been a Gent i le ,  but he certa i n ly was a Jew. 

Andron icus and Jun i a  were probably brother and s i ster . 

Tryphena and Tryphosa may have been s i sters , pos s i bly 
twi n s .  

Andron icus , Jun i a ,  Herod ion , and Rufus seem t o  have been 
rel ated to Pau l .  

Note those about whom the Apostle Paul had certain  add i ­
tional  comments to make : 
1 )  Prisc i l l a and Aqu i l a  ( vv .  3-5a ) .  
2 )  Epaenetus ( v .  5b ) .  'bb-m.� MSs ...... a.� "-f·" .. r.\-�v..·, "" of 

.J\-6,o-,' c.;. \ c..o .... ,I.'. ,!',. 1-1' -t.he. .",\/ .......... ii ..... o ', s;. ,,","hI:: ;.,e. 'I !I � \ 
:p r o l>  ...... ''i w a. $  0% I::hC. \o.,." ","'e.hol A... " .\- 5.l<o!.\''''-a.",a.s ,''  



Rom. 1 6 :  1 -24 ( 3 )  

3 ) M!.H)� ( v .  6 ) .  
4 )  A�dron icus ' and Jun i a  ( v .  7 ) .  
5 )  Amp l i as ( v .  8 ) .  
6 )  Urbane and Stachys ( v .  9 ) .  
7 )  Ape l l es ( v .  1 0a ) .  
8 )  The househo l d  of Narc i ssus ( v .  1 1 ) .  
9 )  Tryphena , Tryphosa , and Pers i s  ( v .  1 2 )  

1 0 )  Rufus ( v .  1 3 ) .  

It i s  very apparent that they were a l l  dear to Pau l , and 
that he was we l l  aware of what they were do i ng and had 
done by way of serv i ng the Lord . 

I I I .  E X H O RTAT I O N ( Ro m .  1 6 : 1 7 - 2 0 ) .  

Paul ' s  f ina l  exhortat i on has to do with fa l se doctrine.  

If  anyone taught contrary to the teach i ng of this  Epi st le ,  
the bel i evers i n  the church were to keep the i r  eyes on h im ,  
and not to  have anyt h i ng to  do  with h im .  

" Di v i s ions and offences"  - - the resu l t  of fa l se teaching .  
True doctri ne un ites ; fa lse doctrine d i v i des . And as true 
doctrine l eads to ho lines s ,  so fa l se doctri ne l eads to 
ungod ly " offences"  of various k i nds .  Thus , who can question 
the importance of teach i ng ,  teaching that i s  accord i ng to 
the truth ! 

I n  verse 1 8  Paul tol d  what these fa lse teachers were 
i nterested i n  -- not the churc h ,  but themse lves and the i r  
own personal ga i n .  They " serve not our Lord Jesus Chr i st . "  
But they are very persuasive by the i r  "good words and fa i r  
speeches . "  They are so conv i nc i ng by the way they ta lk  
that those who are immature ignore what they are actua l ly 
say ing .  One reason Pau l  denounced f lattery and covetous­
ness so  often was because these were character i stics of 

· raTSe teachers . 

In  verse 1 9  Pau l remi nded them, as he had i n  Rom. 1 : 8 ,  
that they were known for their obed i ence. He trusts that 
they wi l l  be obedient in th i s  case, and seek the wi sdom of 
the truth , and keep themse lves �)re with regard to anyth ing 
s i nful  ( " s imple concern i ng ev i l  . 

However, i n  verse 20 we see what the real source of the i r  
troub le  i s :  "Satan , "  thei r adversary ,  was at work . He 
had sent the fa l se teachers.  And , as Genes i s  3 proves that 
Satan i s  c l ever with h i s  speec h ,  so we see it i l l ustrated 
t ime and t ime aga i n  i n  the speeches of fa l se teachers . 
But the church ' s  hope was to be i n  "the God of peace" and 
in " the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ " --Pau l ' s  f ina l  
prayer for the Roman church ( repeated i n  verse 24 ) .  



Rom. l b : l -�4 (4) 

God , the source of the ir  peace , would  "bru i se Satan under" 
the i r  "feet short ly , "  but He wou ld  do it through them ! 
Remember Peter ' s  words about oppos ing "the dev i l "  in  
1 Peter 5 : 9 :  "Wbom res i st stedfast in  the faith . • •  " 
The v ictory that Christ obta i ned on the Cross must be 
d i s p l ayed again every time a bel iever i s  under attack. Cf . 
Gen . 3 :  1 5 ,  

And I wi l l  put enmi ty between thee and the 
woman , and between thy seed and her seed ; 

. it sha l l bru i se thy head ,  and thou shalt  
bru i se his  heel . 

Another s ignif icant passage in  our confl ict with the Ev i l  
One i s  Eph . 6 : 1 0-20 . 

I V . , S A L U TAT I O N S  ( R om . 1 6 : 2 1 - 2 4 ) .  

The former sal utat ions were to bel ievers i n  Rome ; these are 
from those bel ievers who were with Pau l • . - - --

The repet ition in verse 24 of the prayer a l ready menti oned 
in verse 20b seems to mean that those who were with Paul 
were pray ing for the church in  Rome as he was praying for 
them. 

Conc l :  What l essons can we learn from a passage l i ke this? 

There are many , too many for us to spend time now with them 
a l l ,  but let me mention some of the most obv ious and more 
important . 

F i rst , the ment ioning of a l l  of these names shows the fruit­
fu lness of the Gospel . 

Second , Uiat the work of tile Lord i s  done by many peopl e ,  not 
j ust a few, and that many whom God uses are otherwi se un­
known . SI'e..t.-''''\ ... "'¢..Ov.. .. a..g ... """-"'� �o ... \a..:\\ ..... 

Third ,  that it i s  proper for us to recogn i ze what peop l e  are 
in the Lord , and to recogn ize and honor them for what they 
are do ing.  

Fourth , the constant and often effecti ve work of  Satan , 
espec i a l ly where the Word of God i s  being taught in  its 
truth . 

F i nal ly , the importance of spiritual oversight,  keep ing watch 
over the f l ock of God . I n  the four sect ions of th i s  passage 
we see Paul as a Leader, as an Apost l e ;  as a member of the 
fami ly of God ; as a Teacher ; and l astly as a servant of the 
Lord who had other fel l owservants . 
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A C O N C L U D I N G  D O X O L O G Y  
Roma n s  1 6 : 2 5 - 2 7  

Intro : What more fitti ng way cou l d  ttlere be to conc l ude an 
epi st le  l i ke Paul ' s  letter to the church  of Rome than 

to speak the pra i ses of God . That i s  what a doxology i s !  It 
means to speak pra l se

-. -
-

Paul  conc l uded the pract ica l  sect ion of this  Epistle with a 
doxo l ogy. Cf . Rom. 1 1 :  33-36. 

Whenever we rea l ly come to an understanding of the truth of 
God ' s  Word , we wi l l  find oursel ves speaking a word of pra i se 
for God . 

- -- -

As we examine the mean ing of this  doxology today , i t  wou ld  be 
we l l  for us to make sure that such pra i se as th i s  i s  a l so in  
our  hearts . The doxol ogy itself  i s  stated in  the l ast verse : 
verse 27,  

To God on ly w ise ,  be g lory through Jesus 
Christ for ever . Amen . 

There can be no doubt but that , having exam ined the Gospel 
message with at least some of its pract ical  imp l i cat ions,  we 
should g i ve spec i a l  honor and g l ory and pra i se to God a lone. 
If it were not for God ,  there wou ld  be no Gospe l .  

I n  examin ing th i s  doxo l ogy , I wou ld  l i ke to po int out the 
three things which Paul d i d  i n  speak ing the pra i ses of God : 
1 )  He spoke of THE NEED of a l l  bel ievers . 
2 )  He spoke of THE ONE WHO MEETS THAT NEED . 
3 )  He spoke of HOW THAT NEED I S  MET. 

I .  T H E  N E E D  OF A L L  B E L I E V E R S ( Rom . 1 6 : 2 5 a ) .  

What wou l d  you think i t  wou l d  be? 

One good answer i s  that Paul wanted them to preach th i s  
message of  the Gospe l , to spread it far and wide throughout 
the c ity of Rome and throughout Ita ly.  

But that was not h i s  primary concern here as he f i n i shed 
writing th i s  letter. 

The greatest need of the be l i evers in the c i ty of Rome , -
the greatest need Of DeTievers everYwhere ana-rnrr¥ 
generat Ion,  the greatest need of all of us-nere-a rln ity 
today , � to be establIsheaTnthe Gosper. -- -

Paul spoke of th i s  i n  Romans 1 : 1 1 ,  1 2 ,  when he was te l l ing 
the bel i evers at Rome why he wanted to come to see them. 

Th i s  was a lways Paul ' s  concern for the people of God .  See 



Rom. 1 6 : 25-27 ( 2 )  

what he wrote i n  1 Thess.  3 : 1 ,  2 ,  and then i n  verses 1 2  
and 1 3  of the same chapter (wh i c h ,  i nc identa l ly ,  we are 
going to be con s i dering ton ight,  the Lord wi l l i ng ) .  
( Read . ) 

What d i d  Pau l mean by th i s  word "stab l i sh , "  or ,  as we 
wou ld  say ,  establ i s h .  

He meant that he wanted to see them f i rmly grounded i n  the 
truth wh ich  he had been expounding .  He  wanted them to 
understand i t .  He wanted them to be so strong i n  the 
Gospel that they wou l d  never be turned away from it by 
any other teach i ng .  He wanted them to stand for the 
Gospe l .  He wanted them to show by the i r  l i ves that they 
had experienced the transforming power of Christ.  He 
wanted them to persevere i n  the truth , to be steadfast. 
In the words of the Apost l e  Peter, Paul wanted them to 
"grow i n  grace , and i n  the knowledge of our Lord and 
Sav i our Jesus Christ "  (2 Pet . 3 : 1 8 ) .  Th i s  i s  what Paul 
had i n  m ind when he spoke of the perfecting of the sa ints.  

Perhaps the best exp l anat i on of what it  means to be 
estab l i shed was g i ven by Paul  i n  Eph . 4 : 1 1 - 1 6  when he was 
desc r i b i ng the work of the apost les , the NT prophets , 
evange l i sts , and pastors and teachers . Let me read that 
for you aga i n .  ( Read . )  

Th i s  ought to be your object ive i n  read ing your B i b le--to 
become estab l i shed i n  your faith . Th i s  i s  why we . are here 
today--to become more estab l i shed i n  the truth of the Word 
of God .  Th i s  i s  the primary m i n i stry of the church . The 
i gnorance of so many of God ' s  peop le  concern ing the truth 
of the Word i s  a g l ar ing ind ication that estab l i sh i ng the 
people of God has become a neg l ected mini stry. 

Thi s  i s  not a need that i s  met, and wh ich  we can then 
forget . It i s  a l i fe- long need . As l ong as we l i ve, we 
wi l l  a l l  need to become more and more estab l i shed . 

Th i s  leads me now to my second point. Who does the estab l i sh­
i ng? Do I ,  as your pastor? Or is  this something that you do 
for yourself? If you and I need to be estab l i shed , and we 
need to be establ i shed more and more throughout our l i ves , who 
does it? What d i d  Paul say? 

I I .  T H E  ON E W H O  M E E T S  T H I S  N E E D ( Ro m .  1 6 : 2 5 a , 2 7 ) .  

Here we need to put the f i rst part of the doxo logy together 
with the l ast part.  ( Read . ) 

Who estab l i shes us? The answer i.s very c l ear.  It is  God ! 
Th i s  work i s  so d i ff icult  that no one but God i s-abTe � 
do it .  
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But l et me be c l ear on th i s  point. We read the Word to 
become estab l i shed i n  our faith.  We come to hear the Word 
taught that we may become estab l i shed i n  the fa ith .  We 
ta lk  about it  with each other i n  order to become estab l i sh­
ed in our faith . But what Paul  wanted the Roman church to 
know was that i n  a l l  of these th ings (our read i ng ,  our 
hear ing ,  bur ta l K i ng )  IT IS GOD AND GOO ALONE WHO ESTAB­
LISHES US I N  OUR FAITH. God uses means ,  but the work is 
a work of God ! What a d i fference wou l d  be seen i n  a l l  of 
our l i ves if  we remembered thi s !  

But I cannot leave th i s  po i nt without say i ng more about 
God--th ings wh i ch Pau l h imse lf mentioned i n  th i s  doxo logy . 

What attri butes of God , what d i v i ne characteristics , make 
it poss i b l e  for H im  to estab l i s h  us i n  the fa ith? 

Paul menti oned four attri butes of God here wh ich  I want to 
point out to you . 

A .  T h e  powe r of G o d  ( v .  2 5 a ) .  

Note : " Now to h im  that i s  of power to stab l i sh you 
" 

The trans l ators of the KJV cou ld  have written th i s  
verse as they d i d  i n  so many other p l aces , Now unto 
H im  that l2. able to estab l i sh you . • •  

- --

Do you remember what Paul wrote about Abraham i n  Rom. 
4 :  2 1 ? Li  sten to these words :  

And being fu l ly persuaded that , what he 
had prom i sed , he was able a l so to perform . 

Cf.  a l so Rom. 1 : 1 6 .  Paul was concerned with "the 
power of God " ! 

You see , the work of estab l i sh i ng us i n  the faith i s  
such a d i ff i cu l t  work , such a great work , that on ly 
God can do it. Cf . Ph i I .  2 :  1 3 ;  Heb . 1 3 :  20 , 21 ( the 
l atter being another doxo logy ) .  

The work of estab l i sh i ng every sa int i s  a work of God . 

B .  T h e  w i s d om o f  God  ( v .  2 7 ) . 

Paul touched on th i s  i n  Rom. 1 1  : 33.  ( Read . )  

Among everyth ing e l se that the Gospel man ifests i s  
the wi sdom of God . The Gospel i s  i nf i n ite wi sdom . 
� else coUTdlnave devi sed such a p l an for the 
sa lvation of S i nners? It i s  beyond compare. 
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But it i s  a l so amaz ing t o  see how the wi sdom of God 
i s  d i sp layed i n  the way He g i ves us the des i re to 
know H i s  Word , and how He provi dent i a l ly l eads us to 
the very pl aces and peop l e  which make it poss ib le  for 
us to tlear the Word . 

It i s  no mi stake that you are here today. It was not 
a matter of chance that Trin ity B i b l e  Church was 
estab l i shed , and that it was in our hearts to have a 
church  where the Word of God wou l d  be taught. Th i s  i s  
a work that God has done that we a l l mi ght be estab­
l i s hed in the truth of the Gospe l .  

And then we see God ' s  wi sdom in  the way He teaches u s .  
I hope you have been consc ious that God has been 
teach ing you as we have gone through th i s  Ep i st le .  
Some of you have spent extra time reading it .  Some of 
you have been memori z i ng a l l  or parts of it .  You have 
understood things that have not been c l ear before . 
Let us not take the c red i t  for any of th i s  for our­
selves ; th i s  is what God in H i s  wosdom has been do ing ,  
and  wi l l  conti nue to do ! 

But this i s  not a l l .  Note Paul ' s  reference to 

C .  T h e  s o v e re i g n  a u t h o r i ty o f  G o d . 

You wi l l  see what I mean if  you wi l l  l ook at the 
middle  of verse 26 where you have these word s :  
"accord ing to the commandment of the ever l asting God . "  

I hope you have l earned as we have been go i ng through 
Romans that the preach i ng of the Gospe l , and the 
effect that the Gospe l has in the hearts of men , i s  
not something that i s  dependent upon how man chooses 
to respond to the Gospe l .  The outcome of preach ing 
the Gospel does not rest upon the so-ca l l ed "free w i l l "  
of man , but that i t  i s  the outworki ng of an infin itely 

' wi se ,  d iv ine  p l an , wh ich  was establ i shed and decreed , 
as Pau l said  in  verse 26, " s i nce the wor l d  began . "  

Never put God in  the pos i tion of one who has done a l l  
that He can do , and who now hopes that men wi l l  be 
recepti ve and apprec i at ive of h i s  des i re to save men . 
If that were the case , the Gospel wou ld  be a colossal  
fai l ure . NO ! The outcome of the Gospe l is  assured , 
and has been assured from the foundat ion of the 
world  because it rests upon the abso l ute , sovereign 
authority of God , Who set out to accomp l i sh H i s  own 
wi l l ,  and Who i s  doing exactly as He pl anned to do . 
And th i s  i n c l udes what i s  need to estab l i sh us i n  the 
fa ith . I trust the Lord wi l l  enable  you to understand 
th i s .  
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But there i s  one more att irubte of God that I want you to 
see , wh ich  Paul ment ioned , before we go on to our l ast 
pO int : 

D .  T h e  i mm u t a b i l i ty o f  G o d  ( v .  2 6 b ) .  

By this  we mean the unchangeab leness of God , H i s  
etern ity-- " the everl ast ing God . "  

I f  God has changed , i f  H i s  power has been dep leted , 
if He i s  d i fferent from what He used to be, then there 
cou l d  be some quest ion about our be ing estab l i shed . 

But He has not changed . He i s  sti l l  the same God 
wi til the same power and the same wi sdom and the same 
authority wh ich  He has a lways had ! " In the beg i nn ing 
God created the heaven and the earth" ( Gen . 1 :  1 ) .  If 
He had to , He cou l d  do the same today. Even Jesus 
Christ is "the same yesterday , and to day , and for 
ever" ( Heb. 1 3 : 8 ) . 

God has a lways been comp l etely suffic ient for a l l  of 
H i s  people--and the Word shows us that He has had some 
very d i fficu lt  cases . And He i s  suff i c i ent for you :  and 
for me ! Let us trust Him regard less of how unfaithfu l 
we have been , and regard less of the number of t imes 
we have fa i l ed Him.  

This  bri ngs me to my l ast point:  

I I I .  T H E  M E A N S  GOD U S E S .  

How does God estab l i sh  u s  i n  the fa ith? What means does 
He use to meet th i s  need that we a l l  have to become strong , 
mature , growing Christian s ,  who wi l l  be fa ithfu l in  stand­
ing for the truth? 

Here i s  the answer. Be sure you do not m iss  it .  WE ARE 
ESTABLISHED IN THE FAITH BY THE GOSPEL ITSELF .  

We  have spent approximate ly a year and a half going  through 
the book of Romans . But , do you want to know something? 
There is not a one of us who understands it comp lete l y !  

Let me tel l you someth ing e lse .  If you and I spent the 
rest of our l i ves read ing noth ing e l se i n  a l l  of the B i b l e  
except the book of Romans , we woru ld  never b e  a b l e  to 
exhaust it ,  we wou l d  never be able to l earn i t  a l l .  

So i you never graduate from any book of the B i b l e .  

But what , spec i f i ca l ly ,  d i d  Paul have t o  say about the 
Gos�el in th i s  doxo logy with wh ich he concl uded h i s  l etter? 
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After po inting out that .i t i s  God Who estab l i shes us 
through the Gospel , he sa id  

that the Gospel i s  a message of  Jesus Chri st , · 

that we cannot preach the Gospel unless we preach 
Christ.  

- - that the fu l l  man ifestat i on of the Gospe l was a 
mystery wh ich God had kept secret " s i nce the 
world  began , "  not man i festing it fu l ly unt i l  
Christ came , but not i t  i s  comp l ete. There i s  
noth i ng more to be made known . 

that it i s  i n  ful l accord with a l l  that was revea led 
i n  the OT concern i ng sa lvation .  

that , "accord ing to  the commandment of  the everlast­
i ng God , "  i t  i s  be ing "made known to a l l  nat i ons 
for the obed i ence of faith . "  God " s  purposes are 
being accomp l i shed , not only i n  where the Gospel 
goes , but i n  the fu lf i l lment of the work of the 
Gospe l in the l i fe of every person who be l i eves i n  
Chr i st .  

What amaz i ng truth i s  here ! 

But what i s  the Gospe l ?  What have we l earned from 
Romans? 

They are what we have come to recogn ize as the doctri nes 
of the sovere i ng grace of our wonderful  God . And they 
are a l l  i n  Romans .  

1 )  Man ' s  utter depravity and compl ete inab i l ity ,  or  even 
des i re ,  to do anyth ing about h i s  sa lvat ion.  Cf . Rom. 
3 :  1 0-20 . 

2 )  God ' s  sovere ign choice of those who are to be saved . 
Th i s  i s  the prec ious doctrine of e lect ion--not on the 
bas i s  of anything that He saw in H i s  e lect , but solely 
by God ' s  grace. Cf . Rom. 8 : 29 .  

3 )  Christ's  death with the i ntent of sav ing those whom 
the Father had chosen . Cf . Rom. 5 : 8- 1 1 .  

4 )  The sovereign ca l l o f  God to those who are to be 
saved . He ca l l s ,  and H i s  peop l e  come . Cf . Rom. 8 : 30 ;  
1 : 6 .  

5 )  The security , transformat ion , and f i n a l  perseverance 
of a l l  who are tru ly saved . Cf . Rom. 8 : 3 1 -39 . 

Conc l : Does not a l l  of th i s  make you feel l i ke speaking a 
word of pra i se to the g lory of God , too? 

May i t  be our constant prayer that we w i l l  be more and more 
establ i shed in  the faith , and that we wi l l  a lways be careful  
to g i ve the g lory where it  be longs- -TO GOD ! 


