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OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF RUTH &mmmi
I. Elimelech's Family in Moab (Ruth 1:1-5).
II. Naomi's return to Bethlehem (Ruth 1:6-22).
III. Ruth, the Gleaner (Ruth 2:1-23).
IV. Naomi's Plan for Ruth (Ruth 3:1-5).
V. Ruth's Appeal to Boaz (Ruth 3:6-18).
VIi. Boaz, the Redeemer (Ruth 4:1-12).

VII. The Family of Boaz and Ruth (Ruth 4:13-22).
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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF RUTH

This is one of the two books in the Bible which carry the names of women
as their title. Esther is the other. Esther was a Jewess; Ruth was a
Moabite Gentile. Esther was a godly woman living in a Gentile land
(Medo-Persia); Ruth was also a godly woman liwving-in the land of Israel.
3 Voo v AT
Ruth is one of five women namek in Matthew's genealogy of our Lord Jesus
Christ: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, the wife of Uriah (Bathsheba), and Mary,
the mother of our Lord. Two of these were Gentiles: Rahab and Ruth.
But morally they seem to have been poles apart before they were saved.

We do not know who wrote the Book of Ruth, not do we know when it was
written. Keil and Delitzsch (Joshua, Judges, Ruth, p. 469) wrote:
The origin of the book of Ruth is involved in obscurity. From
its contents, and more especially from the object so apparent in
the close of the book, it may be inferred with certainty that
it was not written earlier than the time of David's rule over
Israel, and indeed not before the culminating point of the
reign of this great king. There would therefore be an interval
of 150 to 180 years between the events themselves and the
writing of the book, during which time the custom mentioned in
chap. iv. 7, of taking off the shoe in acts of trade and
barter, which formerly existed in Israel, may have fallen into
disuse, so that the author might think it necessary to explain
the custom for the information of his contemporaries.

But, in order that we may appreciate the purpose, or purposes, of this
Book, let us recognize them now so that we may have a better
appreciation of the Book as we examine it together.
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Let me mention at least g::; purposes.

1) The mention of the times of "the days when the judges ruled" in 1:1
would indicate that this story shows that the work of the Lord never
comes to a complete halt even in the worst of times. The Book of
Ruth is a pleasant contrast to the repeated instances of apostacy in
Israel during the times of the judges. The Book of Ruth leaves a
better impression on our hearts about the work of the Lord when
spiritual life was at a very low level. And this should be an
encouragement to us today when the work of the Lord is not
flourishing.

This surely points to the sovereignty of God over His work and over
His purposes.

2) We see further evidence of God's sovereignty when, through the
apparent disobedience of Elimelech and Naomi in going to Moab, the
Lord graciously overruled so that His purposes were not only not
hindered, but actually furthered. We see this because Boaz and Ruth
were in the godly line which eventually was the family through which
our Lord Jesus Christ came into this world.

And all of this was done even though Naomi, a child of God,
encouraged Ruth to go back to her gods with her sister-in-law.

3) In the salvation of Ruth we not only see the grace of God toward
Gentiles in the 0ld Testament, but we see how God worked even
through the disobedience of His children in order to reach a Gentile
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woman in a foreign land. This does not justify what Elimelech and
Naomi did, but it shows that God is greater than our unbelief, and
our continued failure to trust Him.

We see evidence of distinguishing grace of God.

God does not work in the hearts of all people in exactly the same
way. Orpah went back to her people, and to her god; Ruth refused to
go back. She stayed with her mother-in-law, Naomi, even though
Naomi objected, and made the Israelites her people, and made
Israel's God her God.

Naomi was anything but a good witness, and yet the Spirit's work in
Ruth's heart was so strong that nothing could keep her from going
with Naomi to Bethlehem. And this is all the more amazing when we
realize that Ruth had been raised in a nation where there was great
hostility toward the Jews.
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So this is a very imp

, the Book of Ruth, tying together, as

it does, the period of the judges with the period of the kings. It
speaks of:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

The imperfection of the people of God.

The sovereignty of God.

The judgment of God.

The providence of God (which is a part of His sovereignty).
The grace of God.

The perseverance of the saints.

The sufficiency of God.

It takes between 15 and 20 minutes to read it aloud. Please try to read
it at least once a day while we are considering it together. If you do,
the blessing will be greater for you.
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THE BOOK OF RUTH

F. B. Meyer wrote in the introduction to his book on

John the Baptist,
I know of nothing that makes so pleasant a respite from the pressure
of 1life's fret and strain, as to bathe mind and spirit in the
translucent waters of Scripture biography.

The Book of Ruth is one of those Scripture biographies. It might not be
as complete as we would like for it to be. Scripture biographies never
are complete, even the life of our Lord given in the four Gospels, but
they fit the purpose of God for us. And so it is important for us to

see what the message of each biography is for us.
. . ; “ 2\, S —
I. Elimelech's Family in Moab (Ruth 1:1-5). &iﬂ‘}?erl ;Si:t?i:AqFLLMﬂ,w:L
_ ‘ ' ‘ prrnvorga ,&pnrﬁfk%-HALL,qu¢«i
l:1 This was a famine during the period of the judges.' A famine in the «uv
land of Israel was evidence of divine judgment. It appears from N PR
what Elimelech could have learned from Abraham's experience (Gen. 12), “”"ldﬁ
and from the Lord's refusal to let Isaac do what his father had done
(Gen. 26), that what he did was not the will of God! He did not wait to
see how the Lord would have provided for them, but moved ahead on his
own. So his problem was a lack of faith. We not only miss many
blessings, but we greatly complicate our lives, and the lives of others,
by our unwillingness to wait upon the Lord.

How Elimelech and Naomi came to the decision that they did, we do not
know. But, from the events which followed, it would seem that Naomi
might have had a major part in the decision.

1:2 Here Elimelech's name appears first in the Book, followed by the
name of his wife, Naomi, and their two sons, Mahlon and Chilion.

1:3 Elimelech died: the first of Naomi's great sorrows.
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Naomi's two sons married Moabite women. And in this they certainly
transgressed because they were both Gentiles, and it would seem
that at the time neither Orpah nor Ruth was saved.
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About 10 years later (v. 4) both Mahlon and Chilion died--and so
Naomi's sorrow was greatly increased. Qo .. . h;J‘wgudﬁaJMw——gh&ﬁlk
Was -, (&N

Verse 1 tells us that they went to Moab "to sojourn.” They planned to
stay until the famine was over in the land, and then they would go back
to Bethlehem. But neither Elimelech nor his two sons ever had that
opportunity. The cost of disobedience is often very high.
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How Elimelech and Naomi came to the decision that they did, we do not
know. But, from the events which followed, it would seem that Naomi
might have had a major part in the decision.

1:2 Here Elimelech's name appears first in the Book, followed by the
name of his wife, Naomi, and their two sons, Mahlon and Chilion.
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1:3 Elimelech died: the first of Naomi's great sorrows.

1:

RS

Naomi's two sons married Moabite women. And in this they certainly
transgressed because they were both Gentiles, and it would seem
that at the time neither Orpah nor Ruth was saved.

1:5 About 10 years later (v. 4) both Mahlon and Chilion died--and so
Naomi's sorrow was greatly increased.

Verse 1 tells us that they went to Moab "to sojourn." They planned to
stay until the famine was over in the land, and then they would go back
to Bethlehem. But neither Elimelech nor his two sons ever had that
opportunity. The cost of disobedience is often very high.



THE BOOK OF RUTH

II. Naomi's Return to Bethlehem (Ruth 1:6-22).
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Series on the Bo
Scripture reading:
Sermon #15 ‘
December 16, 1984
PROOFS THAT CHRIST IS\NLO
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of Philippians
Philippigns 4:1-4

In Philippians chapte ou will not

(%m%quw —~= [ 4] e oy o 7<)
'LT,\"'% TTYTIENTNCE D, ’&*“L'm

Kgane 2a saVie s i Sl e e P R I S R T e R 1 e V2
IR D (e A e N G N o S e
*vvﬂr1>,Lqr~0_A49~{ T A ‘Ot S L“*?TT‘—W’YW“G TN QV~LDTU
M ATV T vy Y vy '(’JJSNTW‘M T v e

\WM"”%ﬁW Wm TN T TR T TSN Ty

AV TP Ox LX?‘nf‘y‘v T (g

«ﬂ C,Y'@ O} .“d‘Lj‘Y;\_A E ("ﬁ

.-}(TFVWTV/KDrﬂTD —-,r§aw§if7~ﬂs C

VY IR Oy (o Yy TR cVTetn 07 g e

Y VY Y (— TR Y Ox YT YV Va4 T TR ATIYEN
Ty (V2n I T Ty TV — vy oY, (1/0—~Tyfvz.%41¥~\{)ﬁ/
, DWSZ,‘_Q% %-0 M‘d "}—-N\\\V‘fwh—*\’\r-vrﬂ M T~y
— A~ L~ T 0o Lo ’7’1}’i~\fV\VV%_(—ﬁ—*ﬂvﬁr -y

—oTY T TS e Y AT T X Yo e~ o
.vaﬁﬂr}_cwvﬁfvawewf O A T~V TN ’Vqu‘B/'waﬁQ A =y TN Q)
EACNE R .
( '&7“@3' \’Wf‘f*wv% %—’p O ~An SN ‘L/) iV

RTINS



o —

WM. 20125 (2)
Co dn
th&mw Na o~ el Lo €6 dus,

w\ﬂ w Nﬂ—«,v\ ;-‘J\(»Q\UMML A;AM—"-‘“ Lo-ene _
.M,'AQ‘{JL\

D05 Qe

~I.. g b (}Jf:)ex,o\_&af*:ﬁi QDOEQ { Lo Sl —14),

Y5, 1 M A Lo ad Nasr—c Ll X Yoo ds. oot
: Ko yaMa o s Q&PLA;WWWJ/M \-...r\%&, MQ}\SLLN\(L*‘Q\L\

3¢ i MdAAA.swL)dMM\-MU ) \%_Lk oA ’
QA.Y‘-'AJ_JL Xo Ao W.ALA//\L%AQALL

W) mwm&w P:»DCVEW-

u@m%\wwu/uvw &%uw
WJALW‘M\AL—QJG\A—LLW, WW%M M\\M'/@\m

314 KeD kP 4% 20 %—A‘"@L YS ¢ 'P (?3 \Arff\&) \A?‘&-b(g_,,
Tt A A Raal ket o 0 vedee . Whodt o Ui
LEOUN W OP AR ENEWAT Co Kova .o —a— e
o W“M\"W%MM L e e
PN W‘Q'—J kM ST o) ‘0-&_.@0—\;\,0‘% ML) |
ot v vkt Al Mw Lo s FtBne
IR 'S (\,_‘,)LA\J@ do ao. MM%W
Mt oot € b s AL ol 0

o anan (\MW}\ N2 vomeay QA}% :%Q‘VMMM

O W PSS W Wy /-1 (W SRS WS IR BV U (TS VR FaR S <y U
4\;28\)")(0 S — LU o LD !Ah%f‘"



‘)

floxic a0 214 (=)

l%wvﬁ M*MAJ—&%MR»ULQV &%&M‘_

Qi < s v ag Ao Nl T X D MLM)O—W«’\- M,W\J.L

MﬁMWVMMMMJ

&\MW&L%%MW«“&BWWVM wJJono«df

oﬁ,\/«\x\c—w) G)O‘MGW WWWW QA«X’»‘\-WD&J

Ll dpaiat Ko Ml Naewic,

2l \A)-Q\,Ow)(ﬁxm MM&M?‘ Sl Wtaw,

W“' P-""“\"’W WWW?\
U<q»p,a? A% L). }\m wm%,&_!coww%‘t\w

Lo &MLJL_U,VVFAUMH ‘

\,q&,o)(Lb[\x_wJ). WLL

ﬂ\wmmwu&wwﬂ, BnD O A
%‘ﬁwwm\fﬁw\l WWMO\Q&,%WN wm)w
MMM ww@\wwwm ou«)_,ki.ﬂ.bJ oV o

:Mi MMMMW @u&wwww




‘i‘&.mﬁ\. LO R R (’\_‘.L—\}

A \@MWMMJ{QMW Pucl adlime

Q«QW w——-d N me. o—e ¥ o) \ Nt aata),

":A—'.a,q- M Cna w-zua_)@/\-LA_r._.ﬁ_l_ Q:»-«.; (5,0&/2( o Voo Lo s <dm

/\;_h.ﬁ'_.wv, o3 Y W@W@&h—«k

...L.!\—‘.S;b/\mw‘ Lobhaans fas M@ e 0&/«-@ mﬂﬂ\

%NMN‘M W&MM.,M%»WML,‘ MMW

DU e WAY WAS Now oPED Folk HokZ TO REDEEM THE
ELm\Jp} MARRN RUTH | RRLD, ¥ofE Cuity, AV E -A Son AND HEiR
Yo ErimeLecH’s FRrofeRr Y,

q‘\\&ﬁb\bww M\—%NMMMM

\\lr Q;ﬂ«_x,@z\“?;.}\) MW



floxine 4oz (3)

: . XD MWWM
i;‘cao-\L.s e . ,1W§:'w,a'§. o
T Dbt ofy Sanarh camic, a6 Wmﬁ

. At % N

YK Y w\ G D WA (’:M}u./\a a2 RA-H B
: GlncCE \:A_.—.A._) \Ar\.«mav\_ oS WMW.
Vil THE FAMILY OF DoAZ AVD RUTH (RaOe 4> nn).

e = -

| o : : '

i \< . 5 SR
Sf4".'.‘4-, Qe a w‘ﬁﬂwwj/\u MMM‘;M W\?‘L'Q

A
s "Fnmanvndn awKaads aas) S M) b .
| V) § @vf\wm\bv&%*}u‘\i-%b“ \\bmﬂ.&_mmw
KaBoan | Jon X AN fan) Koo anre¥ead iUy B 3.




flunxine 411 (3)

: VG VAP P WWW—\ML\J‘\—U\’
Hodls i Q% l%ﬂwizw,n"é.
- PREVS W SV W SRS S YR PO SV S SN E VIV A P

. . ;
Ot DXt Ao JI\L/&KW\,:—LD\,)—Q—QJ‘D_,‘E.)«' —— (‘wm
P o W M\ AV W St Mb@%mﬁ%? RA-H A-B,

Vit Tde EAMey OF Doaz oD Rutk (el 4 VDo),

S

And Qe fe O lbntans o ol .

' MMM _ {ow,c@\@w
AUt VIO $ol o Hradid warToor (RoXY, ol oo

WWM(&M}

R e o b Gy bk o pond dns irbed Buy

M'{W"WWWMWW,
Wl Lo 3 Sl rowe Jile s ‘1%9-«*/\,(‘34-«& e Jarnl” 2
W"%WM SRS e
S B NV SIS \21%9_,.,“ W Laau AL — Meea Lok

MM. %\WW%M NN o

t
!
|
|
i
|
|
|
|



!
!

|
‘ 2 oTH K@MW\-) M QM.MJ) \\\\,\us

e e L

(VT SVERAPY SIS PR vt — Qi A
v e WY S
P

3. X_:AMM%&:& Sornlr

O\Loﬁ‘\ln)r@;,v«.%&\&’ﬁw)(g\,\,atb
\I\..Mvw;u‘ Q/W@“.,MB—\M \\MW
* & m.m—asm; Q% poSmnoaior Xo Pode o Ko




d
b
-
NI
-
4

e v e Beol T 0T o
!-1"C' 5 i Of‘
LG s s
ance wore the = nomraction tetveen Israzel and the

he senealogy of David® (Vel, ITI, p. 1792).

; RIAR0HES Fol e Pook.:
O e P B St o B
‘ ) W Wﬁ%wmw&ﬁwj

MWMM%H, R\ (N SR AT
; o) kflﬁﬂﬁﬂh;lj;qum \éﬁ?}th).Ki;ﬂ, XpmmnSt ‘3Q$ Kot _ Ko

: \ )
wpressed the gontrast M the [

cllowing werdss
war, but here (in Duth) is peace. In Jvdzes is cruelty, but here
| udzes iz idolatry, tut here is the worship the true God. In
it here is virtus I 2 1s lust ere is love. In

n ogudiga

EECEE sl N O}

4 pure 111y in a




= :mw WA aD k. B i,
i) \mm%w (1rl-19).
A, OO o - r&.ﬁ—mm k\ b\ Yool oo
: B. Viosoie Gnh RO - po - LA—«-S( 1-1%)
| i 1\-&/\)%\%‘%\'%(\ -t-’.‘b\
A

, M—(\ uQ

2 R lle &va%.ﬂm,_b ~ Yictmi_
er?v% e e b (1015 Y,

T Naowe ol WW(Q &m_(n 19.22),

e —




QUTA , L | |

ékgﬁ_J A B SAAAD [\JLJLALAVW\wﬁ) Shrha)r Aj;-hapf pRtwaar
R SV N —}
i \¢5[‘“)‘mA" FLL~“’“"JL£‘1 AC° th, aawvuuuxﬁu \
iﬂww O&Mdmw—u.)w :
! W N, L0, )
é\q,-'v% &.&:i%—fm.ﬂ.ﬁ/\ &Mmiﬁww\a

N bt o e W%MM

%QMMM e e

PPN N KQLL.L-- <ﬂ§ﬂ~b Yoot
C-(i-f»w I WaBe S v K

L0 b S SR gl Skl i

%erMW“'&LMmJuw’MO4LAJ

"Th torj detailed in the bheok is extremely interesting. The distress
of T“o*i, the hereavements in her family, ber stedfast and p;ouc life, which
won so complebely the affections of Ruth (italics mine), as induced her,
though a feroiginer and bred a }eauhnn, to prefer the society of her agcd
mother—in-law o that of her Moabibe relelveg, tc remove with her to the
land of Israel, and finally to adopt hier religion, for the elements of a
domestic narrative, in the progress of which cur sympathies are strongly
enlisted" (Vol. II, p. xv).
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e menticn, withoul pronouncing any opinion upon it, that some-—-

1wnd Uhristizns—~have seen a syrholism in the number glx of the measures

ieh Buth brought with her, as if Jdays of work and toil were done, and
about to be zranted” (&dersheim, ITI, 188).
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Piind so the shory which began in poverty, famine, and eyw le lsards up to the tlaone
i of Daviil, Undcvuhtedly this was the main ohject for whi it was recorded: to give
i us the history of David's family; and with his gﬁnaalovy, tvaced net in-every ink-
| but in symbolwcul ontline, the Bcok of Buth appropriately closes. It is the conly
ilﬂdbance in which a bhook _s“ﬂvatéﬁ to ke domegstic history cf 2 weman; and that women
{ a stranger in Is v=@l Rul, that woman was the Mary of the 011 Testament” (Bdersheim,

}III 171},
| a\on\oa

'A—\ MWLJL‘.Q: uwras) o).
bty A oL T
~ "*m wﬁ—..w
X D

A - frayerR, DS\) W*M&S-v @Jn»z{

ITTRNY L N Tade ot Sl Raaadl " W .
NRLINE ST Dot WA el qbvunlJ ol Rhded
T ) 18 '.‘%A4*~ Q)J« &% fAA&J kﬁaL(244LALlﬁdvn

PN

E”\‘3 M_..L—IO\/L/W\ Mﬂ@m@uﬂ_mm
Lm—k)/ﬁ_buﬂ%‘. (¥) B s Aha Lssmbwm



RoutTH 4

LAY Paise o KB It \s—% Mwwm

Lol L PRANER MM\MW Qamnéwh_&..



5\'14—

o o Qi ,aﬂmuGM ok B Mtfw]_f

’{NL)\JLN,,,\,W M}ﬁ\ o ?MR«LL\M\.D\ PN %h{z, _

/'GJ_fB_M-\_?—/\_//l_}L/\/J

.Mw\:)&/vbh&\bu\)\)\/wg%m Q’G\)\QAL_,@\_,\)F

e
SIS ES WSUT- Qv L)
) QaX e . (\«. \4,) .

Vit w% %./\) BB NI N A L



