
I�C -- b/Lb/tlj p . m .  

THE GOSPEL I N  THESSALONICA 
Acts 17 : 1-10 

I ntro : There are many reasons for the importance of Paul ' s 
letters to the church at Thess a l onica.  But I will j ust 

mention two of them: 
1) They were the first of Paul ' s  inspired ep i stles, and thus 

init i ated his written m in i stry which was so  greatly blessed 
of God. Th i nk of what a great loss it would be to u s ,  and 
to the church in every generat i on ,  not to have Paul ' s  
letters . 

2) They give us some real insights i nto the ministry of the 
of the Apostle Paul. They could really be called , Paul ' s  
Letters on Pastoral Theology. Anyone involved i n  the work 
of a local church must take the time to get acquai nted with 
these letters . Th�s one reason that I want to con s i der 
them with you i n  a verse-by-verse expos i t i on .  

The account of the establishment of the work of the Lord in 
Thessalon ica is most amazing because he was there only "three 
sabbath days." See Acts 17 : 2 .  Paul was on his second mission­
ary j ourney , traveling with Silas and Timothy ( who are both 
mentioned i n  1 Thess.  1 : 1) .  Forced to leave Thessalon ica by 
opposition in itiated by the Jews, he went down to Athens and 
then on to Cori,nth where it is thought that he wrote to the 
Thessalonian believers. The year was either 50 or 51 A . D .  

T o  say the least , although Paul and his fellow-workers were 
forced to leave the city , the work of those t hree Sabbaths was 
very, very fruitful. See 1 Thess. 2 :  1. The question we need 
to ask is, "Why? Why was it so blessed of God?"  

I n  answeri n g  this question we must recognize that God does not 
always see fit to bless every ministry to the same extent, but 
there certainly must be some reason beyond the historical 
record for putting the deta i ls into the Scriptures which we 
we have i n  Acts 17 as well as i n  1 and 2 Thessalonians. We 
should be interested in it from the standpoint of our own work 
today. Time makes no changes in the ways of the Lord. Other­
wise the Bible would be of no help to us today . But it i s  a 
help, really our only true help, because there i s  no  real 
li ght on the work of the Lord un less it i s  based upon what we 
f ind  in the Scri ptures .  

What do we f ind? 

I .  THE RECORD IN ACTS 17 . 

The first thing that we note is this : 

A .  It 
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R E C O G N I ZI NG GOD ' S  E L E C T  
1 T h e s s a lo n ia n s  1 : 5 - 10 

Intro: When you read through 1 and 2 Thessalonians , you see 
that Paul and his co-workers had done an amazing j ob of 

teaching during the "three sabbath days"  that they were in 
Thessalonic a .  Not only had h e  taught them a great deal about 
the Gospel, but also about living for the Lord , and then about 
the coming of the Lord . It shows what can be done in a very 
short period of time when the blessing of the Lord is upon the 
work . 

One thing that the Thessalonians had learned was the doctrine 
of election . That is apparent from verse 4 .  See also 1 Thes s .  
5 : 9 ,  10. We could also add verses like 2:12 and 4 : 7  and 5 : 24. 

They knew that only the elect would be saved . They als o  knew 
that all of the elect would be saved . They knew, too, that 
God was the One Who determined who the elect would be , and that 
that was decided before the foundation of the world . 

I n  addition to all of this , they knew that Paul was c onvinced 
that they were of the elect.  Since God does not indicate 
beforehand who His elect are , how did Paul know? He knew by 
what had taken place before and during and after the Gospel was 
preached in Thessa l on ica .  

Let us  trace the evidence that is given to us in the Word of 
God . 

I .  THE I R  CALL TO MACEDONIA (Acts 16:9, 10) . 

Do you remember how they had tried to go to Asia , but God 
said , " No. " They tried then to God into Bithynia , but again 
the Spirit of God indicated that they were not to go there. 
Finally, Paul had a vision in the night of "a man of Mace­
donia appealing to him for help . 

Thu s ,  when Paul and his fellowworkers went to Philippi and 
then to Thessalonic a ,  they knew that that was where the 
Lord had led them . They were there by divine guidance. 

Secondly--and now let us go to 1 Thessalnians 1 ,  they knew that 
God was at work by • • • 

I I .  THE POWER OF THE I R  PREACH I NG (1 Thess .  1 : 5 ) . 

I am sure that every servant of the Lord knows what it is 
to preach "in word on l y . "  The Lord may bless .  People may 
be helped . But nothing unusual happen s .  

And then there are other times when the blessing of the Lord 
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1 Thess. 1:5-10 (2) 

i s  upon the m i n i stry of the Word i n  a spec i a l  way ! Th i s  
was the case i n  Thessalon ica.  It was ev ident that God was 
do i ng a work . The Holy Sp i rit ' s  power was ev i dent ,  but 
also the Lord ' s  servants seemed to speak with spec i a l  con­
v i ct i on .  Paul called it ,  " wi th much assurance. "  

1 Thessalon ians 2 : 13 gi ves another aspect of what was 
happen i ng. People did not always respond to Paul ' s  
preach i ng i n  th i s  way , recei v i n g  h i s  message a s  "the word 
of God , "  but they d i d  on th i s  occas ion .  

So,  aga i n ,  they had reason to beli eve that God was at work. 

I I I .  THE EFFECT OF THE I R  PREACHING ( 1  Thes s .  1:6-10) . 

So often when people make a profes s i on of faith, no  changes 
are ev ident, but that was n ot the case i n  Thessalon i c a .  
Amazi ng  changes took place. Th i s  i s  a n  i llustrat i on of 
what takes place when the Lord i s  calli n g  H i s  elect to 
Himself. Remember that the Lord Jesus s a i d ,  

All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; 
and him that cometh to me I w i ll i n  no  wise cast out 
( John 6:37 ) .  

There are a number of thi ngs wh ich  are important here i n  
i dentifying  the elect of God . Let us look at verse 6 f i rst, 
but notice  the order i n  wh ich  thi n gs happened . 

A .  The cond it ion under wh ich  the Word was recei ved: " i n  
much affliction ,  with j oy of the Holy Ghost . "  

Some people put up all k i nds of excuses as to why they 
cannot believe. But that is not the case with the 
elect. They will  believe regardless of the obstacles 
that the enemy may put i n  thei r way. 

Then we also see in verse 6 that Paul s a i d ,  

B .  "Ye became followers of us , and of the Lord . "  

Th i s  same idea i s  expressed i n  another way i n  verse 9:  
" . • • how ye turned to God from ida Is . . . " 

They d i d  not rema i n  the same. They could not be the 
same. Their  li ves were transformed . The idols had to 
go. They wanted to be with the Lord ' s  servants . More 
than that, they wanted to be like the Lord ' s  servants . 
What the Lord ' s  servants d i d ,  they d i d .  But most impor­
tant of all, they wanted to be like the Lord ! 

But th i s  i s  not all !  
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C .  They became types of what a l l  Christians shou ld  be. 
See 1 Thess . 1:7. 

Th i s  shows the extent to wh ich  their l i ves were changed . 
There was no  quest i on but that God had done a most 
amazing work i n  their hearts .  There was no  question but 
that they had been saved . 

And stil l we are not at the end of what Paul  had to say 
about the reasons he was assured of the i r  "elect i on of God." 

D. They became concerned about others who did not know 
the Lord. See 1 Thess. 1 :8.  

Have you ever heard it said that , if you be l ieve in 
election , i t  wil l kil l any i nterest you might otherwi se 
have in see i ng peop le  come to Chri st? 

That was not true with Pau l .  He taught e lect i on , and 
it i s  doubtful i f  anyone ,  except our Lord , ever had a 
great burden for the l ost than Pau l  d i d .  

Neither was it true of the Thessa l onians . They had 
beem taught e lection , and they bel ieved i t .  But, i f  
anyth ing ,  it  made them even more zea l ous  to preach the 
Gospel to others .  They were not sat i sfied to  be 
l imited to Macedon i a ,  but they went down i nto Achaia 
as wel l .  

This verse may mean that the report of what had happened 
got into these other p l aces before they did !  

But ,  then , at the end of th is  verse Paul added a very 
interesting statement. It i s  this: " so that 
we n eed n ot to speak anyth i ng."  

Do you know how we feel that it i s  necessary to get out 
"reports"  of what God i s  doing? We l l ,  when God is 
rea l ly at work , "reports"  are not necessary .  The news 
cannot be sil enced. That i s  how it was i n  Thessa l onic a .  
So, when the messengers of the Gospel came , it on ly 
confirmed what the people  in those areas had a l ready 
heard . 

That l atter part of v erse 9 emphas i zes th i s  pOint: 
" • • .  how ye turned to God from idol s to serve the 
l iving and true God." 

One more point: 

E .  They were wait i ng for the Lord Jesus to return . See 
1 Thes s .  1 :10. 
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Thayer, in h i s  Greek Lexicon , says that th i s  means to awa i t  
one whose coming i s  known, with patience and trust. 

Do you see what this  meant in the l i ves of the Thessalon� . 
i ans? It meant that the i r  hopes were no l onger centered in 
this l i fe or i n  this world . The i r  "hope" was centered i n  
the coming of the Lord . 

Th i s ,  too , was further proof of the i r  "election of God . "  
Note how 1 Thess .  1:3 says the same th i ng .  

Conc l : I n  these days when we see so many th ings  go ing on i n  
. the Name of the Lord , and we see many who c l a im  to be 

Christ i ans , it i s  important for us to place the m i n i stry of the 
Gospel today alongs i de of the B i b l ical record of what took 
p l ace i n  the early days . What a d i fference there often i s !  

And yet the Gospel has not changed . Salvation has not changed. 
God ' s  way of reach ing H i s  e l ect has not changed . It i s  sti l l  
to be done through the preach ing of the Word . 

Why do we not see the same k i nd of th ings taki ng place today 
that Paul and h i s  fellowservants in the Gospel saw. Are there 
no more of the elect to be reached? Certai nly there are. And 
they wi l l  be reached . But we need to real i ze that salvat ion 
is a d i v i ne work in wh ich  God will use us to reach H i s  chosen 
people ,  and that they w ill be reached under the leading of the 
Lord and through the preach ing of the Word . And then what God 
does i n  the hearts of H i s  own will spread out and affect the 
l i ves of others who also have been appoi nted for sa lvation . 
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THE CHURCH THAT WAS NOT FORGOTTEN 
1 Thessalonians 1 : 1-4  

I ntra : What a delightful Epistle this is ! You can see how 
Paul loved his work, and how he loved the people he had 

been used to reach with the Gospel. But there must have been a 
special way in which the Thessalon ian  believers had won his 
heart. He had not known them long , nor had he been away from 
them for very l ong, but you can tell from this letter that he 
loved them very much . 

I have taken my subject from the f i rst three words of verse 3 :  
" Remembering without ceasing . . •  " This the trans l ation of 
two Greek words in the orLginal text, but actua l ly the word , 
" remembering , "  wou l d  have conveyed the same idea--that he was 
continuously remembering.  But for h im to add the other word 
made it that much more emphati c .  

"Without ceasing" was used by Paul two more times in this letter : 
i n  2 : 13,  and in 5 : 17 .  The Thessalonian believers were remember­
ed unintermittently . Truly they were never forgotten ! 

But, to see the meaning of the text, let us ask ,  

I .  R�M�MB E R E D  B Y  W H O M ?  

Of course they were remembered by the Lord . He never for­
gets His own . 

A few years ago when I was teaching the book of I saiah I 
noted those wonderful statements found in I saiah 44: 21 and 
49: 13-16 . 

The Lord never forgets us, and He never wi l l !  

But neither do His servants forget. God sees to that. 
Paul and Silas and Timothy had been sent away from Thessa­
l onica by n ight because their l ives were endangered, but 
they could not forget the people there who had been saved . 
They wondered how they were doing, what troubles they were 
having, and if they were standing fast. 

Paul and Silas and Timothy may have been d i fferent in other 
ways,  but in their remembrance of the Thessalonians ,  they 
were the same. 

We need to remember this ourselves . People need to know 
that the Lord has not forgotten them, but they need to know 
that we are remembering them, too. And, from the example 
of Paul, it i s  a good thing to tel l  them. 

But now let. us ask, 

I I .  HOW W E R E  T H E Y  R E M E MB E R E D ?  
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Answering this question wil l  take us through the rest of our 
text . 

In the first p l ace note that 

A. They were remembered as a church . 

And Pau l remembered where they were both geographica l ly 
and spiritually . 

As "the church of the Thessal onians , "  they were sti l l  
in Thess a l onica , and were still Thessa l onian s ,  but now 
there was a difference. They were "the church . "  They 
had been ca l l ed out. They were a separated group ,  and 
their l ife In Thessalonica could never be the same 
aga i n .  They had been left with a group of violent , un­
be l ieving Jews- -and so they were in danger. 

But Pau l a l so remembered that , as a church , they were 
a l so "in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ . "  
Paul and Silas and Timothy had had to leave , but God the 
Father was stil l there , and so was the Lord Jesus 
Christ .  Only  the Spirit of God can teach u s  the meaning 
of what it means to be IN God , and IN Chri st. 

But this gives us an idea of how Pau l remembered them. 
And it obviously  was a comfort to him and to his co­
workers . 

B .  They were remembered as a needy churc h :  

Grace be unto you , and peace , from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Some MSS leave off the l ast part of the verse beginning 
with the word , " from. " But if it were not a part of 
Pau l 's origina l  letter, the phrase was certainly 
understood . 

This famil iar greeting indicates that they were remem­
bered in prayer. This was a very famil iar  greeting, 
but , oh , how important it was .  Pau l remembered that 
they were going through tria l s ,  and that the Lord'iwas 
wi th them, but he a I so remembered to pray; .that they 
wou l d  daily draw upon the un l imited resources that they 
had in the Lord for " grace" and "peace. "  

C .  They were remembered with ,thanksgiving to God . 

There is no  way in which Paul  and Silas and Timothy , or 
any one of them took credit for what God had done in 
the hearts of those Thessal onians who had be l ieved . 

But what , specific a l ly ,  was Paul thankful for? 
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There are four th i ngs that he mentioned here . 

1. "Your work of faith. " 

Note what Paul wrote l ater i n  verse 9: " how 
ye turned to God from ido l s  to serve the l i v i ng and 
true God . "  

-

The i r  work was a "work of fa ith"  because: 
1) It resulted from the i r  fa ith , and 
2 )  It,was characteri zed by faith.  
Thei r  l i ves had been changed. The i r  i nterests had 
been changed . They were not expect i ng to do some­
th ing great for God ; they were expect i ng God to work 
through them. 

It i s  amazing  to see how much they had l earned about 
the Lord and H i s  work i n  such a short time! 

2.  "And l abour of l ove. " 

Most students of the Greek l anguage seem to agree 
that the!difference between "work" and " l abour" i s  
that the f i rst has reference to what they d i d; the 
l atter ,  to how they d id  i t .  They prayed, they 
taught, they witnessed , they gave, they v i s i ted and 
comforted, but they d id  it because they l oved the 
Lord , and so they d i d  it with zea l ,  t i re less l y ,  
j oyfu l ly. 

Paul remembered th i s. And, if  you ever see th i s  
i n  the l i ves of the Lord ' s  peop l e ,  you wi l l  never 
forget it because it i s  so rare . 

3. "And pat i ence of hope in our Lord Jesus Chr i st, i n  
the s i ght of God and our Father . "  

How l ong had they been saved? 

Probably no l onger than a matter of weeks .  But here 
i s  Paul commending them for their  �ati ence i n  wa i t­
ing for the Lord to come and for a 1 that they woul d  
rece ive when He d id  come. 

Cou l d  peop le  say that we are pat i ent about the com­
ing of the Lord, or are we j ust indi fferent? 

And note what e l se Pau l  mentioned i n  th i s  connect ion .  
Perhaps i t  needs to be mentioned separate ly .  I 
refer to the phrase, " i n  the s ight of God and our 
Father. "  Somehow these Thessalon i an be l i evers had 
experienced a spec i a l  awareness of the Lord ' s  
presence. 
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But there i s  one other th ing that Paul remembered about 
the Thessalon i an churc h ,  and for wh ich  he cont i nua l ly 
gave thanks: 

4. "Knowing , brethren bel oved , your e l ection of God." 

Do I hear anyone say i ng ,  "Why d i d  Paul  have to spo i l  
it? He �as doing j ust f i ne unt i l  he mentioned e lec­
tion! " 

Here you get an exce l l ent i dea about the way Pau l 
thought about e lecti on . He felt that it was a 
matter for pra i s i ng God! And we rob God of g l ory 
which ri ghtfu l ly be l ongs to Him if we do not pra i se 
Him that a l l  that has been done for us and a l l  of 
the good that has been done by us are traceable to 
the t ime before the foundat ion of the wor l d  when He 
chose us to be H i s  very own , and then dur i ng our 
l i fetime moved upon our hearts and in our wi l l s  to 
make us H i s  own people .  

It  wou l d  never have happened if i t  had not a l l  
started with God . 

What do you th ink peop le substi tute for e l ection 
when they ei ther do not be l i eve in it,  or dec i de 
never to mention it? There i s  only one th ing they 
can do--g i ve the g lory to some man , either to them­
se l ves , or to the person , or persons, who brought 
the Gospe l to them. But the g lory i s  God ' s! 

Conc l :  Th i s  i s  a wonderful  pas sage of Scri pture to teach us 
how we shou l d  be praying for our m i n i stry ,  and the 

m i n i stries of others, and how·we should l ook upon the work of 
the Lord. Do you see any s imi l arities between "the church of 
the Thessa lonians"  and Tri n ity B ib le  Church? I trust that 
there are many , and that there wi l l  be many more in the days 
to come . 
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A T R UE S E R V A N T  OF GOD  
1 Th e s s a l o n i a n s  2:1- 12 

I n t r o :  We know that Paul ' s  m i n i stry at Thessalonica had been 
severely opposed . We a l so can te l l  from our text that 

the oppos i tion had continued after he had .been forced to leave 
the c ity . The charges brought agai nst the Apostle were so 
serious that he was compe l led to speak out. He d i d  th is  for 
the Gospel ' s  sake . He and h i s  message were so closely  rel ated 
that, if he were d i scred ited, h i s  message wou ld  be d i scred i ted 
a l so .  

But i t  i s  i nteresting  to note the connect ion between verses 2 
and 3. Paul ind icated there that, if  he had been a l l  that h i s  
enemies had sa id  that h e  was,  they wou l d  not have opposed h im.  
It  was because he  was not was they sa id  he  was that they had 
caused such "contention, "  or, l it . ,  agony. 

What Pau l wrote i n  these 12 verses was not unknown . ( 1) He 
knew that what he was writing  was true . ( 2) The Thessa lon ian 
church knew that he was speaking the truth . See vv .  1 ,  2, 5 ,  
9 ,  10, 11. ( 3) Most important of a l l, God knew! See v v .  5, 10. 

But Paul la i d  out the whol e  record so that they would be remi nd­
ed aga i n  of what actual l y  took p l ace.  But in so do i ng,  he was 
i nstruct ing all future generations of the church, a l l  men c a l led 
to serve God, what the d i stingui s h i ng characteri stics of a 
servant of the Lord are. 

Let us note what they are. 

I .  A T R U E  S E R V A N T  OF TH E L O R D  I S  G O D -C E N TE R E D .  

There is much evidence of this in what Paul has written . 
Not ice, for example, how many times he mentioned " God . "  
The references to God can be grouped under the fo l l owing 
poi nts: 

A .  He depended upon God. 

Note the expression, "we were bo l d  in our God . "  See 
v .  2. 

B .  He was consc i ous of the d i v i ne orig in  and d i v i n e  owner­
sh ip  of h i s  message. 

Cf . "the gospel of God" in vv . 2, 8 ,  9. What a d i ffer­
ence th i s  makes when any man reali zes where h i s  message 
has  come from. 

C. H i s  primary obj ect was to p lease God . Cf . v .  4 .  

"Allowed" means approved . The same word i s  used at the 
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end of  the verse where it is  transl ated , "trieth . "  
By th i s  he meant tha� he was conti n ua l ly be ing tested 
as to the purpose of h i s  m i n i stry. And note that it  
was a matter of  h is  heart. 

Here i s  an important po int.  The Lord opened doors i n  
accordance with the mot ive wh ich  Pau l had i n  h i s  heart. 

D. He l i ved as in the presence of the Lord . 

We come aga i n  here to the verses i n  wh i ch he referred 
to God as h i s  W itness .  See vv .  5,  10. God knew where 
he was . God heard what he sa id .  But ,  even more impor­
tant ,  was the fact that God knew h i s  heart . Everywhere , 
and at a l l  t imes , he was under the watchful eye of God . 

E .  F i na l ly ,  with regard to the Thessa l on i ans , h e  sought 
to get them to "wa l k  worthy of God . "  See v .  12. 

Th i s  i s  what it means to be God-centered . 

But there are some other th ings for us to not ice here. 

II. A TRUE SERVANT OF THE LORD DOES NOT QUIT BECAUSE 
O F  O P P O S I T I O N ( 1  T h e s s .  2: 1 ,  2 ) . 

Neither does he change h i s  message , nor water it down i n  
any way! 

I I I .  A T R UE S E R V AN T  O F  T H E  L O R D  G E N U I N E L Y  S I N C E R E .  

Ihere.were at JeasLs .ix spec i fi c  charges that Pau l 'was 
answering here: 

-

A. 

B .  

C .  

D.  

E .  

F .  

That he was a decei ver ( v .  3) . 

That he was immoral ( v .  3) - - " unc l eanness . "  

That he h imse lf  was decei ved ( v .  3) -- " i n  gu i  Ie. " 

That he was a man-pleaser ( v .  4) . 

That he was covetous ( v .  5) . Cf . vv.  6, 9--a part of 
h i s  answer. 

That he was seeking to exalt h imsel f  ( v. 6 ) .  

It  was not unusua l for men to get d i sgruntled with the i r  
l eaders , and then start a new sect . 

But even th i s  was not a l l  that he had to say. 

I V .  A T R UE S E R V A N T  O F  GOD I S  G E N T L E  A N D  LOV I N G .  
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Thi nk how hard this wou ld  be when he was forced to l i ve i n  
a n  atmosphere of oppos ition , when many times he wou l d  not 
know who his  enemies were . 

But Pau l used two fi gures of speech to i l l ustrated how he 
had m i n i stered to those who be l i eved: 

A.  " As a nurse" (vv . 7 ,  8 ) .  

Pau l ,  a man of God ,  da i ly fac i ng death for the sake of 
the Gospel , was as gent le  as a woman .  

B .  "As a father" ( vv .  11, 12) . 

Do you remember what Pau l sa id  to the Corinthi an church 
i n  1 Cor. 4:14- 16? ( Read . )  

By the way , fathers , wi l l  you note that i nd i rectly  the 
Apostle Pau l was indicat ing who s hould  be the teacher 
of the chi l dren i n  the fami ly? 

Pau l descri bed the m in i stry in Eph. 4: 15 as "speak i ng the 
truth i n  l ove . "  

We are not through yet. 

V .  A T R U E  S E R V A N T  O F  GOD I S  H O L Y  ( 1  T h e s s .  2 : 10 ) .  

Students of the Greek New Testament differ as to what Pau l 
had i n  mind when he used these three word s ,  " how ho l i l y 
and jtislly and unb l ameably we behaved oursel ves among you 
that e leve . "  

But there seems to be some bas i s  for be l i ev ing that he was 
speaking of hi s rel at i onship  with God , with men, and that 
he was above reproach i n  both of these area s .  Poss ib ly  hi s 
relationship to the Word of God wou ld  a l so have to be i n ­
c l uded , espec i a l ly with "j ust l y . "  

V I .  A T R U E  S E RV A N T  O F  G O D  I S  C O N C E R N ED T H A T  B E L I E V E R S 
" W A L K  W O R T H Y  O F  GOD " ( 1  T he s s . 2: 12 ) .  

He i s  not sat i ·sfied with the i r  ta l k ,  with the i r  expressed 
u nderstandi ng of the i r  knowledge of the truth, but with 
the i r  wa l k .  

Con c l :  What a pattern! Paul bel i eved that a servant of Gom 
shou ld  set an examp le  for what the people  of God shou ld  

be--that it was not j ust a matter of  te l l i n g ,  but of  l i v i ng .  
As Pau l sa id  to the Cori nthi ans , "Be ye fo l l owers of me , even 
as I aLso am of Chr i st"  ( 1  Cor. 11: 1) . 
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE WORD IS  PREACHED? 
1 Thessalon ians  2: 13-20 

I ntro: I n  spite of a l l  of the troub le that Paul  had i n  
Thessalon i c a ,  h e  must have had a wonderful  t ime preach­

i ng and teach ing the Word . He referred to it severa l times i n  
th i s  Epistle.  H is  ma i n  concern was to  get them to  receive it ,  
by wh i ch he  meant ,  to  be l i eve it .  In  this  sense recei vi ng is  
be l i ev ing , and bel iev i ng i s  rece i v ing .  See verse 13. A l so 
see the way the two words are used i n  John 1: 12 . 

We see th i s  happen i ng aga i n  and aga i n  i n  the m i n i stry of the 
Apostle Pau l , when tne Word i s  preached: 

I .  SOME RECEIVE  THE WORD ( 1  Thess . 2: 13) . 

How d i d  they receive it? "As i t  i s  i n  truth, the word of 
God . "  They d i d  not receive i t  as a message j ust from Pau l ,  
but from God ! 

What happened when they d i d  rece ive it? It showed itself 
at work , or,  as Pau l expressed i t ,  "wh ich  effectua l ly 
worketh a l so i n  you that be l i eve . "  

I n  other word s ,  they d i d  not rema i n  the same. They were 
changed i n  the ir  hearts , and the i r  l i ves were changed. 

How d i d  Paul account for a l l of this?  Was it h i s  preach ing? 
NO ! Was it something d i fferent about those who did bel ieve 
so that they were more receptive than the others . NO ! 
PAUL GAVE ALL OF THE CRED I T  TO GOD ! "For th i s  cause a l so 
thank we God without cea s i ng . "  For what cause? See verse 
12. ( Read . )  

Th i s  i s  further proof of what Paul. wrote i n  Romans 1:16 , 17. 
It i s  the Gospel wh ich  God uses to transform l ives . It i s  
through the Word that faith i s  g iven. 

So th i s  i s  the f i rst resu lt  that Paul ment ioned . 
, 

But other things took place. 

I I .  THOSE WHO RECEI VED THE WORD WERE PERSECUTED ( 1  Thess.  2: 
14-18).  

Th i s  a l l  means that a lthough SOME RECEI V ED THE  WORD , OTHERS 
REJECTED THE WORD. 

This happened to the Lord. It happened to the prophets .  
It happened to  Pau l and to  S i l as and to  Timothy . It 
happens whenever the Gospe l is  preached in such a way so 
that peop le  are saved. 
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Paul fel t  very keen ly that the Thessa l on i ans  shou l d  be 
helped to see th i s  and to face such tribulation.  Th i s  was 
the reason he sent T imothy back to them, as we see i n  
1 Thess.  3: 1-8. 

What k ind of persecution was it? 

Pau l and h i s  co-workers had to f lee for the i r  l i ves.  The 
Lord Jesus was actua l ly k i l led.  And so were many of the 
prophets. It was a phy s i ca l ,  v i o lent k i nd of oppos ition.  

What was the i r  object? 

To put a stop to the preach i ng of the Gospel ,  the Word of 
God . See verse 16. See a l so Acts 4:1 8. 

Who was beh i nd i t? 

Twice the Apostle ind icated where the rea l  troub le  came 
from: see 2:18 and 3: 5 .  Satan (mean ing , adversary) was 
beh i nd it a l l .  And that i s  the reason Pau l wrote as he 
d i d  in Eph . 6 : 12, " For we wrest le  not aga i n st f l esh and 
b lood , • • •  " 

Thi s was a lways the resu lt  i n  those early days .  Even on 
Paul ' s  f i rst m i s s i onary j ourney , he and Barnabas retraced 
the i r  steps back to Lystra , I con i um ,  and Ant ioc h ,  as Acts 
14:22 says , 

Confi rming  the sou l s  of the d i scip l es , and 
exhort i ng them to cont i n ue in the faith , 
and that we must through much tribu l at i on 
enter i nto the "k i ngdom of God. 

But there was another resu lt: 

I I I .  THEY BECAME A PART OF A GREAT FELLOWSH I P  OF SAI NTS. 

The passage here overl aps a l itt le  with the verses for the 
preced i ng poi nt: verses 17-20. 

They had become a part of the ChurCh . And note how Paul 
emphas i zed two things--one hav i ng to do with the present , 
the other hav i ng to do with the future. 

A.  The present: h i s  great concern for them. 

Paul was a lways concerned about how persecut i on wou l d  
affect others , but h e  d i d  not let i t  h i nder h i m  from 
go ing about h i s  work . Time and time aga i n  he had 
tried to get back to them, "but Satan h i ndered us . "  

Do you ever wonder how many there are who rea l ly are 
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concerned about some of the Lord ' s  people? How many 
are there who pray regularly  for you , who write to 
encourage you , who seek to teach YOU? Who prays for 
your chi ldren regu l arly? Do you? Does anyone e l se? 
How many Christians do you know who are hav i ng a hard 
time sp iritua l ly and otherwi,.se? I s  anyone remembering 
them in  prayer. 

I know that the Lord prays for us .  And I know that the 
Holy Sp i rit  prays for u s .  But the Word o f  God teaches 
us that we need to pray for the peop l e  of God , for each 
other! 

Have you counted the ways Paul expressed h i s  concern 
for the Thessa l on i an bel ievers? 
1)  He  prayed for them. 
2 )  He wrote to them. 
3)  He was continua l ly try i ng to get to see them. 
4)  When he cou l d  not go , he sent Timothy . 

Oh ,  there i s  a tremendous m i n i stry for us a l l  with 
each other. We are i n  the same batt l e ,  and the Enemy 
i s  j ust as anxious to shut off the Gospel today as he 
ever was .  That i s  the reason we need to be on the job 
with each other. 

But there i s  a f ina l  po i nt: 

B .  The future: the com i ng of the Lord . See verses 19, 20. 

You see, it i s  not j ust here and now that we need to 
be concerned about , but etern ity ! What i s  g o i ng to be 
our great j oy when the Lord Jesus comes? 

Wi l l  it be see i ng the Lord? Yes .  Who can measure the 
j oy that wi l l  be ours when we see H im? 

Wi l l  it  be that we wi l l  be through with s i n  forever? 
Oh , YES! None of us knows now what that wi l l  be l i ke.  

But what was Paul say i ng here? He was say i ng that one 
of our greatest j oys wi l l  be see i ng those we have 
prayed for ,  have hel ped , and certa i n ly those people  
whom the Lord has  seen f it  to bring to Himsel f  through 
ways i n  wh ich  He has used us!  

Conc l :  Th i s  i s  why the Lord d i d  not get rid  of Peter. Peter 
may have den i ed the Lord , but he bel onged to the Lord. 

Peter d i d  not rea l i ze what the Lord was say i ng when He s a i d ,  
"But I have prayed for thee • . .  " When the Lord restored h im ,  
He  s a i d ,  " Feed my sheep . "  Or ,  i n  other word s ,  " Go do for my 
sheep what I have done for you . "  May the Lord g i ve us hearts 
l i ke Peter and Paul i n  our concern for each other 1 
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C ALLE D  T O  H O L I N E S S  
1 T h e s s a l o n i a n s  4: 1-8 

I ntro: We have the subject of this  passage i n  verse 7 .  Here 
IS the purpose of our sa lvat ion . God d i d  not ca l l us to be 
impure , but to be pure , to be ho l y .  

Once before i n  th i s  letter Paul had referred to the purpose of 
our cal l i ng .  See it i n  2: 12 .  We have been "ca l led"  by God 
" unto h i s  k i ngdom and g l ory . "  

These two are i nt imately rel ated to each other a l though our text 
may have more of a present emphas i s ,  wh i le 2: 12 speaks of the 
u l timate dest i ny of the chi l d  of God , when we wi l l  be perfectly 
ho l y .  

There i s  another expression wh ich  Paul used i n  th i s  Epistle  two 
t imes wh ich  i s  a l so connected with our. c a l l ing . It i s  the word 
"appo i nted . "  See 3:3 and 5 : 9 .  Our aff l ictions contri bute to 
our hol ines s ,  and , of course ,  the way Pau l used "sa l vation"  i n  
5 :9 ind icates that he was thinking  about the u l t imate goa l of 
our sa lvation--sal vation comp l eted i n  g lorificat ion . 

Al l of these terms speak of God ' s  purpose � our sa lvation. 

If  we are to be ho l y ,  what does it requi re? Th i s  is what Pau l 
was dea l i ng with i n  these e i ght verses of chapter 4. " Further-

- more" at the beg i nn i ng of chapter 4 i nd icates that th i s  i s  
rea l ly the on ly other th ing that Paul wanted to say to them-­
and th i s  i s  con c l uded at the end of chapter 5 with h i s  prayer 
i n  verse 23. (Read . )  

I n  the f i rst three chapters Pau l reviewed h i s  m i n i stry among 
them, and expressed h i s  great concern regard i ng the work of the 
Lord i n  the i r  hearts .  But once assured that it was a genuine  
work as a resu l t  of Timothy ' s  v i s it in  Thessalon ica , Paul  went 
on to th i s  subject wh ich  ought to be the ch ief concern of every 
chi ld  of God--the need to be holy .  

But ,  how are we to  be holy? Pau l gave fL�e answers to  this  
quest ion , wh ich  app ly j ust as much to  us today as they d i d  to 
the Thessa l on i ans  i n  the f i rst century. Any one of these 
answers could be used to describe the Christian l ife. 

F i rst ,  i t  i s  

I .  THE ABOUNDING L I FE (1 Thes s .  4: 1) . 

Note th i s  i n  3:12, and note it aga in  i n  4: 9, 10. 

What d i d  Paul mean by th i s? He meant that if  any group of 
the Lord ' s  peop l e  who had been taught l i ke the Thessa l on i ans  
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had been would,  wou l d  only seek to be more faithful to what 
they a l ready knew, without l earn i ng any more, they wou l d  
make tremendous progress i n  a l ife of ho l i ness. 

Is thi s not true of most of us? The probl em is not that we 
are ignorant of what it means to be ho l y ;  it i s  that we are 
not l i v ing  out what we a l ready know! 

How often are you convi cted during the course of a day that 
you are not l i v i ng up to the l i ght that you a l ready have? 

But l et me go on to a second empha s i s  that Pau l  made because 
these are not exc l u s i ve of each other, but d i fferent ways of 
say i ng the same thi ng. 

Not on ly is the ho ly l i fe and aboun d i ng l ife, but it i s  

I I. A L IFE  PLEASING TO GOD ( 1  Thess. 4: 1) . 

Note how Paul descri bed an ungod ly l i fe i n  2:14, 15. 

Do you remember the verse ( 2  Cor. 5:9) where Paul stated 
hi s ambit ion i n  l i fe? ( Read . )  The c hi ld  of God who pursues 
this course is walking in the way of holiness. 

Cf. 1 Cor. 10: 31, 
Whether therefore ye eat , or drink ,  or whatsoever 
ye do , do a l l  to the g lory of God. 

Th i s  i s  what has a lways mot ivated ho ly men and women--the 
des i re to p lease God . Cf. Joseph ' s  answer to Pot i phar ' s 
wife i n  Gen. 39: 9 ,  " • • •  how then can I do thi s great 
wickedness , and s i n  agai nst God?" • 

When we l ose s i ght of the need to p lease God, then tlOl i ness 
of l i fe a lways degenerates. 

But how do we know that we are p leas i ng God? I s  it something 
that every Chr i st ian has to dec ide for himself .  NO! It i s  

I I I . THE OBEDI ENTUFE ( 1  Thess. 4: 2 ) .  

To what are we to be obedient? ( Read. ) 

"By the Lord Jesus "  can mean .!!l the authority of , or it can 
mean that the Lord Jesus gave you those commanaments through 
us--that they came from us, but they rea l ly org i nated with 
H im .  They are rea l ly H is  commandments .  

Cf. John 14: 21, 23. 

How important it i s  for us to take the Word of God , and 
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s i ng l e  out the commandments one by one, to make sure j ust 
how obed ient our l i ves actua l ly are. 

But l et me go on to the fourth answer. 

I V .  THE SEPARATED L I FE ( 1  Thess . 4: 3-6 ) .  

A holy l ife has negative aspects a s  wel l  as pos itive. 
These negat ive aspects are brought out i n  the Word a l ong 
with the pos it ive. I n ',other word s ,  if we are to be holy i n  
our l i ves , there are th ings that we cannot do , that we must 
not do , if we are go ing to be holy. 

Not ice how ,PalJl dea l t  with the subj ect here . ( Read . )  

What wou l d  you th ink i f  I were to te l l  you that you shou l d  
absta i n  from forn icat ion , from adu ltery , from a l l  forms of 
such s i ns? Pau l  spoke th i s  way , and he wrote this way. 

There are two poss ib le  meanings to verse 4. "Posses s "  can 
mean either obta i n ,  or it can mean to get contro l of. And 
"vesse l "  can either mean � wife , orlt can mean � person ' s  
own body! 

Verse 6 i s  a l so rel ated to th i s  same subj ect of mora l 
purity .  Note the 10th commandment i n  the Law. 

Moffatt in the Expos i tor ' s ';Greek Testament quoted a Jewish 
rabbi , ,S i emon ben Zoma , who used to say thiS: 

Look not on thy neighbour's v i neyard . If thou 
hast l ooked , enter not ; if thou has entered , 
regard not the fru its; if  thou hast regarded 
them , touch them not ; if thou hast touched them 
eat them not . But i f  thou hast eaten them, then 
thou dost eject thyself from the l i fe of th i s  
worl d  and of that which is to come (I V ,  34) . 

When you read the Word , note not on ly the pos i t ive command­
ments , but notice a l so the th ings that we are not to do. 
Cf. Rom. 12: 1, 2 .  

F ina l ly ,  a holy l ife is  

V .  A SPIR IT- F I LLED L IFE  (1 Thess .  4:8) . 

Have you forgotten Who the Holy Sp i ri t  is- -that He is a 
Person , and that He is a Member of the Godhead , j ust as 
much God as the Father i s ,  and as the Lord Jesus Christ i s? 

Have you forgotten where He i s--that He has been g i ven to 
you by God , and that He i ndwel l s  you? Cf . what Paul  wrote 
to the Corinthians  i n  1 Cor. 6 : 19,  20. 
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Have you forgotten that He is the HOLY Spirit? 

00 you remember that Pau l wrote to the Ga lat i ans , 
Wa l k  i n  the Spi r i t ,  and ye sha l l  not f u l f i l  
the l ust of the f l esh (Ga l .  5: 16 ) ?  

Th i s  i s  j ust another way of say i ng that , i f  you wa l k  i n  the 
Spir i t ,  you wi l l  become holy.  

Conc l :  What a wonderful passage t h i s  i s !  Are you abound ing i n  
what you a l ready know? Do you seek t o  pl ease God , 

remembering that He i s  a l ways present with you? 00 you pay 
attention to the Word of God , the commandments--pos it ive and 
negat i ve? Are you l i v i ng a l i fe of separat ion from the world  
and its  ways? Are you depending upon the Holy Spi rit? 

If you can answer these questions aff i rmat ively ,  theQ by the 
grace of God you are maki ng progress in ho l i ness .  If you 
cannot , then seek God ' s  forg i veness and look to Him for grace 
to beg i n  th i s  very n i ght to bring your l i fe into conformity 
with the wi l l  of God wh i ch He has revea led in H i s  Word . Then 
and only then. wi 11 the bless i ng of God come , and wi 11 you see 
God ' s  purpose i n  your sal vation becoming a rea l ity .  These are 
the keys to our l i ves from now on unt i l  we are with the Lord . 
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AWAITING CHRIST ' S  RETURN 
1 Thes s .  4: 9-12 

Intro: One of the most promi nent themes i n  1 Thessa l on i an s  i s  
the subject of the Lord ' s  return . The bel i evers i n  

Thessa lon ica  were eager ly looking forward to the com i ng of the 
Lord . 

It seems that i t  i s  with th i s  g l orious event i n  mind that Pau l 
wrote chapters 4 and 5 ( a l though he mentioned the c om i ng of the 
Lord i n  every chapter at least once) . What are we to do if we 
are expecting the Lord at any moment? Should we do what some 
people i n  the past have done--quit  working ,  se l l  what we have, 
and go up on some h igh  pl ace to wa i t  for the Lord? There is 
a lways the danger that truths can be carried to extremes not 
sancti oned by the Word of God , and th i s  i s  the reason that we 
need to know what the Word teaches on subj ects l i ke th i s .  

The f i rst part of the answer we con s idered l ast Sunday n i ght . 
IF WE ARE REALLY LOOKING FOR THE LORD TO RETURN , OUR F I RST 
CONCERN SHOULD BE OUR RELATIONSH I P  W ITH GOD, AND THAT CALLS FOR 
HOLI NESS . 

Cf . 1 John 3: 1-3. See a I so 2 Peter 3: 11. I n  1 Pet . 1: 13-16 
we have the same emphas i s .  Cf . Heb . 12:14, 

Fo l l ow peace with a l l  men ,  and hol ines s ,  
without wh ich  no man sha l l  see the Lord . 

Here i n  1 Thessa lon ians , we have th i s  emphas i s  i n  chapter 4, 
verses 1-8. 

Ton ight we want to look at the rema i nder of the i nstructions 
wh ich  Paul gave. He pOinted the Thessalon i ans in two other 
directi ons . 

I .  TOWARD OUR BRETHREN I N  CHRIST ( 1  Thes s .  4: 9, 10) . 

Not on ly must we be concerned about h o l i ness i n  our 
re l ationsh i p  to God ( and to men ) , but we must be concerned 
about our l ove for each other. 

Th i s  was what del ighted the heart of the Apost le  Pau l from 
Timothy ' s  report to wh ich  he referred i n  .chapter 3. Pau l 
was pray i ng about th i s .  See 3: 12, 13--and see the connec­
tion between l ove and ho l ines s .  Where you f i nd one, you 
wi l l  f i nd the other. 

Th i s  is one of the f i rst ev i dences we have that we are 
bel i evers . See 1 John 3: 14. It i s  such a vita l part of 
our wa l k  as Christians that it can be sa id  of a l l  of u s ,  
" • . •  y e  need not that I write unto you: for ye your­
sel ves are taught of God to love one another. " Nevertheless 
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he d i d  write thi s: 
. • •  but we beseech you , brethren , 
that ye increase more and more ; 

by wh ich  he meant that they were to be even more l ov i ng 
toward each other !  

How do  you become more lovi ng? 

Read 1 Cor. 13, espec i a l ly verses 4-8a . 

But notice a th ird th i ng--the second i n  the passage we are 
cons idering j ust now : 

11. TOWARD THE WORLD ( 1  Thess .  4: 1 1, 12) . 

See verse 12-- "them that are without . "  Th i s  i s  one way 
Paul referred to peop le  i n  the wor l d. They were outs.i de of 
Chr i st .  They were outs ide of sa l vation . They were outs i de 
of the churc h .  

To "wa l k  honestly" means to wa l k  as the world  wou l d  expect 
you to wa l k  as a Christian--not forsaking your respons ib i l i ­
t ies ,  but fulfi l l i ng them better than anyone e l se does . 
It means to do th ings i n  such a way that peop l e  wi l l  not 
ho l d  d i sparag ing v iews of the Gospel , and be further 
h i ndered from coming to Chri st. 

Paul  means that we shou l d  not bri ng reproach upon the name 
of Christ by being shoddy or unfa ithfu l i n  the work wh ich  
we have to do , wherever it  may be--at home , or at work . 

How do we wa l k  honest ly? What does the world  expect of us? 

Paul pOi nted to two things: 

A .  F i rst,  we are to "study to be quiet"  ( v .  11) . 

The two word s ,  " study" and "quiet" are a lmost i n  con­
fl i ct w i th each other. It means that we are fi  red 
with amb�tion , that we eagerly set our hearts on being 
restfu l ,  quiet ,  peacefu l .  

It i s  l i ke Peter wrote i n  2 Peter 3 : 14, 15a ,  
Wherefore, beloved , seeing that ye l ook for 
such th ing s ,  be d i l igent that ye may be found 
of h im in peace , without spot , and b l ameless .  
And account that the l ong suffering of  our  Lord 
i s  salvatton ; • . •  

The world  knows noth i ng of rea l peace. W ith a l l  that 
the Word says about cond itions prior to the coming 
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of the Lord , if  no one e l se has peace, the world  
certa i n ly expects it of  the ch i ld of  God--and th i s  may 
open the way for us to speak to those on the outside 
about Christ ! 

But there i s  another po int that Paul made.  It is  th i s :  

B .  "To d o  your own ( bus i ness ) ,  and to work with your own 
hands" ( v .  11) . 

Contrast th i s  with what Pau l had to write i n  2 Thessa­
lon ians-- i n  chapter 3, verses 10 through 15 . They had 
not done what he told them to do i n  h i s  f i rst Epi st le .  

We do  not quit work as we awa it the coming of  the Lord; 
i t  anyth ing , we work harder. Why? For two reasons: 
(1)  Because this  i s  a part of our testimony to the 
world;  (2)  Because th i s  is  the way that the Lord 
i ntends to meet our needs. 

And from th i s  Pau l went on to speak more in ,  .detai  I about 
the coming of the Lord-- in  verse 13 through 18. 

Conc l :  Thu s ,  a s  we awa it  the coming o f  the Lord , we have 
three areas of l i fe that we need to be concerned 

about : 
1 )  The Lord . 
2) The church . 
3) The world. 

These ca l l  for hol i ness , for l ove , and for peace and hard work . 

How does your l ife check out with what Paul has written? 
Perhaps the first question that we need to ask is, Am I real l y  
l ooking for the Lord? Have I been l ooking for Him today-­
this past week? 

IT IS VERY DOUBTFUL I F  WE CAN REALLY BE WHAT THE LORD WOULD 
HAVE US BE UNLESS WE ARE EXPECTING THE LORD MOMENTAR ILY .  

We may. (jiffer as to  many of  the deta i l s of  the Lord ' s  coming , 
but let me say without any hesitation that , if  your v i ew of 
the coming of the Lord does not a l l ow you to expect the Lord 
at any mi nute, it i s  the wrong v i ew. We are to expect the 
Lord today ! And , if we do , we wi l l  stri ve to be holy , to be 
loving , and to be a witness to the world  by the peace that i s  
i n  our hearts as we l l  as by the hard work that we do .  May God 
grant us b less ing in a l l  three of these areas of l ife! 



T8C -- 9/11/83 p . m. 

OUR COMFORTI NG HOPE 
Thessa lon i ans  4:13-18 

I ntro: Paul has been deali ng w i th practical matters relat ing 
to the l i ves of bel ievers in 1 Thess . 4. (Review 

them. )  I n  our text he was dea l ing with another need: the need 
for comfort when a fe l low-Christ i an died.  

From th i s  Epi stle we know that Paul had taught them that the 
Lord was coming back , and that he had done i t  with great 
effecti veness and b lessing .  It i s  mentioned in  every chapter 
of 1 Thess . I t  seems ev ident that they a l l  thought that they 
wou ld  l i ve to witness the coming of Christ .  But , when He d id  
not come , and be l i evers began to die,  th i s  apparently brought 
great di stress to those who were li v i ng .  What had happened 
to them? Would they be included when the Lord returned? 
Imag ine the i nterest of those Thessa lon i an Christians as they 
learned this  for the f i rst time--th ings wh ich  could not be 
known except by d iv ine  revel ation .  

But note f i rst ,  

I .  PAUL ' S  PURPOSE I N  WHAT HE WAS WRITING .  

It was not just to sati sfy the i r  curiosity. He d i d  not 
set any date .  But he d i d  mention three reasons for th i s  
section .  

A. Th i s  i s  someth ing that bel ievers are expected to know 
(v . 13) . 

There are many th i ngs that we would l i ke to know which 
have not been revealed , but th i s  comes with i n  the range 
of revea led truth . And what has been revea led ,  we are 
expected to know. 

B .  Th i s  was to enab l e  them to avo id the grief of those 
who are w i thout any hope . Cf . v . 13 agai n .  

I l l us: The fami l i es of those who were k i l led when the 
Sovi ets shot down the Korean a i r l i ner.  

C .  I t  is  for our comfort ( v .  18) .  

But these are facts concern ing the future wh ich  man with h i s  
wi sdom cou l d  never know--even for an apostl e .  How can we know 
that these th i ngs  are true? 

II. PAUL'S AUTHORITY FOR WHAT HE WAS WRITING.  

I t  is  twofo l d .  

A .  A revel ation from God ( v .  15) . 
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Paul  d id  not tel l when or how he received th i s  reve l a­
t i on , but on ly  that he said what he said "by the word 
of the Lord . "  

Thi s was a part of his  cal l i ng as an apost le ,  and so 
he wrote those words .at the beg i nn i ng of verse 13. 

B .  The death and resurrect ion of Jesus (v . 14) .  

Here was another aspect of the work of Christ that 
Paul wou ld speak of l ater i n  the f i rst ep i st le  to the 
Corinthians . See 1 Cor. 15:20, 23. 

The resurrection of Christ proved H i s  Deity .  I t  wit­
nessed to God ' s  acceptance of H i s  work . But i t  a l so 
guaranteed the resurrection of be l i evers . So th i s  
a l so was Paul ' s  authority for what he had to say .  

I I I .  THE SUBJECTS OF TH IS PASSAGE . 

Note the unusua l way that he spoke of them: 
1) V .  13 - - " them whic h  are as leep . "  
2 )  V .  14 - - "them • . .  wh ich  s l eep i n  Jesus , "  or,  through 

Jesus . 
3) V. 15 - - "them wh ich are as leep . "  
But f i na l ly i n  v .  16 he made it c l ear that he was speaking 
of "the dead in  Chri st . "  

Pau l  was not the f i rst to speak of  death as s l eeping.  
Cf . Dav id  in  Psa.  17:15. 

Dan i e l  i n  Dan .  12:2 . 
Our Lord i n  Matt . 9:24;  Mark 5:39 ; Luke 8:52 . 

i n  John 11: 11. 
Matthew in Matt. 27:52. 
Luke i n  Acts 7:60. 
Paul aga i n  in 1 Thess . 5:10; 1 Cor. 15:6 . 

How do we harmon i ze these passages with Ph i l .  1:2 1-24 and 
2 Cor. 5:8? 

These l atter passages refer to the persons themse l ves who 
have d ied ;  the former passages to the body. The sou l does 
not s l eep , but the body does . 

Why i s  the death of a bel iever ca l led s l eep i ng? 
1 )  To express rest. 
2 )  To teach that they wi l l  awake. 
3) To show the ease with wh ich  God will ra i se them from 

from the dead .  

I V .  THE TIME OF THE I R  RESURRECTION. 

It is not determined on earth , but in heaven . The Lord wi l l  
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i n it iate it from heaven , and then Michael wi l l  cry out, 
the trumpet of God wi l l  sound (cf. Num . 10 for trumpets ) ,  
and immed i ately a l l  of the dead i n  Chr i st wi l l  be rai sed 
"f irst . "  

So we must awa it H i s  coming .  

But th i s  sti l l  has  not gotten us  together with them. 

V .  THE EVENTS WH ICH FOLLOW. 

A.  The l i ving sa ints are caught up (v. 17 ) .  

B .  Together we meet the Lord i n  our glorified bod ies 
(v . 17) .  

But notice the l ast part of verse 17. It c learly shows 
what our primary i nterest wi l l  be then: 

C .  "And so sha l l  we ever be with the Lord . "  

Paul d i d  not say , "And so sha l l  we ever be together , "  
a l though we wi l l !  But he was apparently seek i ng to 
show that our greatest joy then wi l l  be , not that we 
are reun ited with our loved ones , but that together 
we are with the Lord , and wi l l ,  never be separated from 
H IM !  

Conc l :  Let me go back to what Paul said  about "the voice of 
the archange l . "  

Jude 9 te l l s  us that th i s  i s  Michael . We a l so know from Matt . 
24: 36 and from 1 Peter 1 :'12 that the ange l s  do not know the 
t ime when the Lord wi l l  come. But it seems that the ange l s  
are on a constant a l ert so that when our Lord descends Mi chae l 
wi l l  shout , perhaps he wi l l  b low the trumpet , and the ange l s  
of heaven wi l l  rejo ice who a l so have waited s o  l ong for that 
g l orious day to come . 

If such i s  their expectat ion ,  what shou l d  ours be? Oh , that 
the Lord wou l d  fi II our hearts with a greater l ove for H i s :  
appearing ! What a c l imax t o  a chapter o n  ho l i ness and l ove 
and peace and work! 
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MORE WORDS OF  COMFORT 
1 Thess .  5 : 1- 11 

Intro: Pau l had j ust comforted , or encouraged , the be l ievers 
of Thessa l on i c a ;  now he proceeds to g i ve them more 

comfort. 

The word "comfort" i s  an i nterest ing word because it has many 
mean i ngs wh ich  are a l l  bound together. To comfort i s  to 
encourage . But th i s  i s  not a l l  j ust ta l k i ng ;  it a l so i n c l udes 
practica l  exhortat ion . Thus comfort comes not only from what 
we know , but a l so from do ing , from our obed i ence. 

The subject here is "the day of the Lord . "  See a l so 2 Thes s .  
2:1, 2 .  

Th i s  i s  a day spoken o f  many p l aces i n  the OT. Here the 
emphas i s  is upon j udgment , and that is the case in many p l aces . 
Cf . I s a .  2:12 . That i s  the mean ing here i n  1 Thes s .  5. It 
poi nts to the t ime of Tr ibu l ation wh ich  is coming upon the 
earth . There i s  no question but that the Word makes i t  very 
c l ear that condit ions on the earth wi l l  get worse and worse 
prior to the coming of the Lord , whether we be l i eve i n  the 
rapture of the church before the Tribu l ation and i n  the coming 
of Christ to the earth at the beg i n n i ng of the mi l l enn ium,  
or  if one be l i eves in  j ust one fina l  coming of the Lord to  the 
earth--the s i gnifi cance i s  unchanged . 

Paul makes i t  c l ear that: 
1 )  The day of the Lord i s  coming . 
2)  It  wi l l  come unexpectant l y ,  "as a th ief in  the n ight . "  
3)  It wi l l  come when many wi l l  feel that world  peace has 

come . 
4) Al though many w i ll be taken by surprise , the true child of 

God shou l d  not be overtaken as by a thief .  

Person a l ly I bel ieve that he i s  t a l k i ng about cond itions  wh ich  
wi l l  preva i l  prior to the return of Christ for His  churc h ,  
and prior to the time o f  g reat tribu l ation wh i ch wi l l  fo l l ow. 
2 Tim.  3 makes it c lear that cond itions  wi l l  be bad before 
the Lord returns .  Wh i le the Church wi l l  escape the Great 
Tribu l ation , i t  may not escape great suffering before the 
Lord comes back .  

In  vv .  4 and 5 Pau l was address i ng the sa ints . S i nce God has 
revea l ed what He has about the l ast days , we shou l d  know the 
truth and be l i v i ng in a manner d i fferent from the wor l d .  

The practica l  exhortat i ons  beg i n  with verse 6 .  Al l of t h i s  i s  
i nc l uded i n  Paul ' s  words of encouragement. 

Note that h i s  remarks have to do with three d i fferent re lation­
sh ips .  
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I .  THE BELI EVER AND H IS  RELATIONSH I P  TO THE TIMES I N  WHICH 
HE L IV ES (1 Thess . 5:6 , 7 ) .  

There are three things to be concerned about here--one i s  
negati ve ; the other two are pos itive.  

A.  "Let us not s leep . "  

Thi s word " s l eep" was used i n  another way i n  c hapter 4, 
and it is used in that same way in 5:10--to speak of 
phys ical death. But that i s  not the mean i ng here i n  
5:6 . Here i s  means spi ritual  i ndifference. 

The Lord said  a very en l ighten i ng thing about thi s i n  
Matt. 24:12. Li sten: 

And because i n i qu ity sha l l  abound , 
the l ove of many sha l l  wax cold .  

W i th s in  so  b latant, i t  can eas i ly put  the c hi l d  of 
God to s leep . What can keep us awake but a strengthen­
i ng of our fel lowship with the Lord i n  the Word , i n  
prayer, and i n  our fel l owship with each other. 

Cf . Heb . 10: 25. 

B .  " Let us watch."  

Thi s is the oppOSite of s l eep ing .  It  means to be 
sp ir itua l ly a lert, v i g i l ant , expectant, not only for 
the coming of the Lord , but aga i n st s i n  i n  any form. 
We l i ve i n  enemy terri tory ,  and the enemy i s  threefo ld: 
the wor ld ,  the f lesh, and the dev i l .  Therefore , we 
need to be on a twenty-four hour a day a l ert. 

c. "Be sober." 

The bas ic  mean i ng of thi s word (wh i c h  is repeated i n  
verse 8 )  i s  not to get drunk , not to be i ntox icated . 

What happens to anyone who i s  drunk? He has taken 
i ntoxi cants i nto hi s body to the po i nt that he does 
not know what i s  going on .  He i s  defence les s . 

But you say ,  " I  wou l d  never take a drink . "  No, you 
probably wou l d  not, and I hope you never wi l l .  But 
you can get drunk on other thi ngs besi des a l coho l i c  
beverages . Peop le  can get drunk on p l easure ,  on a 
des i re to get rich,  on popu larity ,  and so on ! Whenever 
you f i nd a Chri stian g iven to fri vo l i ty ,  you have an 
i nstance of sp ir itua l drunkennes s .  Oh, how we need 
to beware of thi s .  

But there i s  more for u s  to notice here . 
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I I .  THE BELI EVER AND H IS  RELAT IONSH I P  TO THE DEV I L  ( 1  Thes s .  
5 : 8- 1 0) .  

We know that this  has to do with the Dev i l  and h i s  dev i ces 
because of its s imi l arity with Eph . 6:14b and 17a .  

Cf . what Peter wrote i n  1 Pet . 5 : 8 ,  9, 
Be sober , be v i g i l ant ;  because your adversary 
the devi l ,  as a roaring l ion , wa l keth about , 
seek ing whom he may devour , Whom res i ststedfast 
in the faith , knowing that the same affl ictions 
are accomp l i shed in  your brethren that are 
in the world .  

So , f irst we have , 

A .  " Be sober . "  (Al ready di scussed . )  

B .  " Putt i ng o n  the breastp l ate of fa ith and l ove . " 

I n  Eph . 6:14b th i s  i s  ca l led , "the breastp l ate of 
ri ghteousness . "  

"Faith and l ove" have to do with God f i rst and other 
be l i evers second.  Th i s  i s  what i s  i nvol ved in keep ing 
the heart , as Solomon admon ished us to do i n  Prov o 
4 : 23. 

C.  "Putt i ng on . . •  for an helmet , the hope of sal vation !" 

Til i s  protects the head,  the mind ,  the thoughts . It 
means to be assured of our hope and to keep that 
certa i n  expectation before us conti nua l ly .  

Note : The part i c i p l e  " putting "  indi cates that th i s  i s  
at least a part of what i t  means to be sober.  

I I I .  THE BEL I EVER AND H IS  RELATI ONSH I P  TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
(1 Thes s .  5 : 1 1 ) .  

Al l of Paul' s i nstructions may fall i nto this  category 
s i nce i n  connect ion with them he said i n  both previous 
i nstances , " Let us " 

But here there are two thi ngs to be added . 

A .  "Wherefore comfort yourselves together . "  

Remember that th i s  word not only means to comfort , 
but it a l so means to encourage , and even to exhort. 
So there is a l ot of mean ing bound up in th i s  one word . 
How i mportant that we m i n i ster to each other i n  th i s  
way ! 
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B .  " Ed i fy one another. "  

Cf .  Eph . 4 : 1 2 ;  1 Cor. 1 4 : 1 2 ;  Rom. 1 5 : 2 .  Th i s  means 
that we are to bu i l d each othe�up i n  the faith.  Th i s  
shou ld be our aim i n  a l l  of our fel lowship  with each 
other. 

Conc l :  Are we l i v i ng l i ke th is? We a l l  be l i eve i n  the coming 
of the Lord--in  the imminent coming of the Lord . 

But do we know the dangers that we may face at any time i n  
v i ew of the Lord ' s  coming.  Are we careful about our  re la­
t i onsh i p  with the world , with the Dev i l ,  and are we concerned 
enough about the s a i nts . Do we pray for one another? Do we 
pray for ourse lves that , when we get together , we w i l l  be a 
means of ed ificat ion to each other. 

It is not our ta l k ,  but our wa l k ,  wh i ch revea l s  how s i n cere ly 
we are look i ng for the coming of the Lord . 
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SA I NTS MINISTER I NG 
1 Thess . 5 : 1 2 - 1 5  

Intro: There are two k i nds of exhortati ons g i ven i n  1 Thessa-
l on i ans : ( 1 )  those that app ly to each believer for 

h i mself ;  ( 2) those that have to do with a be l i ever ' s  m i n i stry 
to others . I t  i s  th i s  l atter group that we are concerned with 
ton i ght--the way bel i evers i n  the church are to mi n i ster to 
each other. 

Those who only go to church once a week apparently have never 
seen that we go to church not only to receive ,  but a l so to 
g i ve. The leaders not only have a min i stry to the peop l e ,  but 
the peop le  have a mi n i stry to each other. Th i s  is one . . maj or 
p l ace where the church i s  fai l i ng today--not enti re l y ,  but so 
mch more could be done. 

I have purposely chosen a short text because we are go ing to 
observe the Lord ' s  Supper together ton i ght, but the more I 
have studied th i s  passage , the more I have rea l i zed how 
f i tting i t  i s  to cons ider four verses l i ke these before we 
s i t  down together at the Lord ' s  Table .  The c l oser our fellow­
ship  i s ,  the greater bless i ng we will have at the Lord ' s  Tab l e ,  
and , what i s  more i mportant, the greater glory we can g i ve to 
God! 

The exhortations 
other began in 1 
are rea l ly i n  i t  

wh ich  have to 
Thess . 4 : 1 3. 
i n  the verses 

do with our mini stry to 
They conti nued i n  5 : 1 1 .  
before us.  

Note that they fall i nto two categories: 

each 
But we 

1 )  The peop l e ' s  mi n i stry to the i r  leaders i n  vv . 1 2 ,  1 3. 
2) The peop l e ' s  m in i stry to each other i n  v v .  1 4 ,  1 5 .  
As we go on i n  vv .  1 6  ff. the s h i ft i s  back toward those 
commandments wh ich  each of us must apply to h i msel f ,  or herse l f .  

I .  THE PEOPLE ' S  MINISTRY TO THE I R  LEADERS ( 1  Thes s .  5 : 1 2 ,  1 3) .  

Paul  to l d  the Thessa lon ian church that there are three ways 
i n  which they can contribute to the mi n i stry of thei r  
leaders: 

A .  "Know them. " Elders , Deacons ,  notice 
how th i s  descri bes our 

Who? work ! 

They are described i n  three ways: 

1 .  " Those who l abour among you . "  

2 .  "And are over you i n  the Lord . " 

3 .  "And admon i sh you . "  
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To know them means not on ly to get acqua i nted with 
them , butto pay attention to them , to cherish  them , to 
l ove them. 

B .  "And to esteem them very h ighly  i n  l ove for the i r  
work ' s  sake . "  

Th i s  means that noth i ng shou l d  be a l l owed to supercede 
the i r  authority. God has vested the authority of H i s  
Word and of H imse lf i n  the spi ritua l leaders of the 
Churc h .  

These are days when peop l e  know pract ica l ly noth ing 
about submiss ion to authority . One p l ace that is  to 
be learned i s  the churc h .  Another i s  i n  the home. 

C .  "And be at peace among yourse l ves . "  

Th i s  can be one of the greatest contri but i ons  to the 
b l es s i ng of the work of the leaders . Every be l i ever i s  
respon s i b l e  to mainta i n  harmony i n  the fe l l owsh i p  of 
the sa ints . 

Th i s  conc l udes what Paul wanted to say to the Thessa lon i an 
church on th i s  subject, but it  does not i nc l ude a l l  that 
we f ind i n  the Word . 

What about the m i n i stry of the peop le  toward each other? 

I I .  THE PEOPLE ' S  MIN ISTRY TO EACH OTHER ( 1  Thes s .  5 : 1 4 ,  1 5 ) . 

Aga i n ,  th i s  does not exhaust the subject , but i t  expresses 
what Paul wanted to say , and needed to say to the Thes sa­
Ion ian church. 

There are 4 exhortat ions i n  verse 1 4 ;  v .  1 5  expands on the 
fourth one. 

A.  "Warn them that are unru ly . "  

"Warn" i s  the same word transl ated " admon i s h "  i s  v .  1 2 .  
I t  means to put sense i nto peop le ' s  minds .  It i s  the 
verb from wh ich  Jay Adams gets h i s  nouthet i c  counse l l ­
ing.  

The "unru ly"  are those who do  not stay in  the i r  p l ace ,  
l i ke a sold ier who wou l d  break rank .  

B .  "Comfort the feeb lemi nded . "  

These are those who need encouragement and ca lming 
because they want to qu it .  
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C .  "Support the weak . "  

"Support" means to hang on to , to c l ing to . The "weak" 
are those who are-mora l lY-weak ,-rhose whO-have trouble 
wi th certain  s i n s .  We can support them with prayer, 
but we need to stay with them and to teach them and 
to encourage them. 

D .  "Be pati ent toward a l l  men . "  

Paul  used the Greek word here which means that we are 
not to reta l i ate when others do bad thi ngs to us . 

Verse 1 5  expands upon th i s .  The l atter part of verse 
13 a l so app l i es--showing that th i s  was a maj or probl em 
among the s a i nts , probably carry i ng over from the i r  
days before they were saved . 

We need to act i vely pursue ( "fo l low" )  that wh i c h  i s  
good , i . e . , that wh ich is p l eas ing to the Lord . And 
we do not have one standard for those i n  the church 
and those out of i t ,  but we must do the same toward 
both . 

Conc l : Th i s  i s  only a starter. As you read the Word , not ice 
what i t  has to say about your respon s i b i l ity to your 

l eaders . And notice,  too , what it has to say about your 
m i n i stry to each other. It is on ly  as we do these i n  add i t i on 
to matters of our own persona l obed ience that we wi l l  see the 
greatest b l ess ing  of God . 
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THE GOD WHO MAKES US  HOLY 
1 Thess . 5 : 1 6-28 

I ntro : We come ton i ght to the c l ose of th i s  de l i ghtful  
Ep i st le .  We have seen Pau l ' s  great l ove for them, and 

have had some g l impses i nto the tremendous work that was done 
during the very short time that he was with them. 

After be ing assured by Timothy that th i ngs were go i ng we l l  i n  
Thessa lon i c a ,  and that h i s  rel ationsh ip  with the church was 
good , Paul addressed the subject of the ir  sanct if i cat i on . 
See 4 : 3. See a l so 4 : 7 .  And then we have i t  mentioned aga i n  
i n  5 : 23.  So th i s  seems to indicate that ho l i ness was i n  
Paul ' s  m i nd a s  he wrote chapters 4 and 5 .  

The text we have ton i ght i s  on ly a part of that , but a very 
important part . It shows that , wh i l e our separat ion from s i n  
i s  the overa l l  def i n it ion of hol i ness , ho l i ness , or the l ack 
of it,  is  man ifested i n  every aspect of a bel iever ' s  l ife . 

Let me beg i n  ton ight with verses 23 and 24 , 
then go back to verses 1 6  through 22 ,  
and conc l ude with verses 25  through 28 . 

I .  THE GOD WHO SANCTI F I ES ( 1  T h .  5 : 23,  24 ) .  

Let me be very s imple i n  dea l i ng with th i s  subj ect , and so 
we need to recog n i ze ,  f i rst of a l l ,  that 

A .  There i s  a work of sanct if i cation . 

Receiv ing  Timothy ' s  report encouraged Paul to write 
about th i s  because wherever there i s  true faith , the 
work of sancti f i cation wi l l  have started . I t  means 
a change of l i fe . It means that the bel iever wi l l  
rea l ize that he now be l ongs to God , and must p lease 
God . There wi l l  be the des i re i n  h i s  heart to do so . 
Th i s  i s  one outstanding mark of a true be l i ever. 
C f .  2 Cor . 5 : 1 7 .  Also see 1 John 3 : 9 .  

B .  The work of sanctif ication i s  a d i v i ne work . 

We do not sanctify ourselves;  it i s  what God i s  doing 
for us .  Paul  brought th i s  out at  the beg i n n i n g  of 
verse 23, and aga i n  i n  verse 24 . 

C .  It i s  both an outward and i nward work-- i nvo l v i ng both 
the body , as we l l  as the soul and the sp ir it .  

D .  I t  i s  a work wh ich  invo l ves preservat ion a s  wel l as 
change. God preserves the work wh ich  He does . There 
i s  a sense i n  which  we can never go back to be l i ke we 
were before . 
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E .  F i n a l ly ,  it  i s  a work wtl i c h  wi l l  not be comp leted 
unt i l  the Lord Jesus Christ return s .  

So we can be certa i n  that i t  wi l l  be done ,  but we can 
a l so be sure that it wi l l  not be comp leted unt i l  we 
see the Lord . Even those of our l oved ones who are 
a l ready with the Lord are not comp l etely sanct if ied 
because the i r  bod ies are sti l l  here on earth even 
though they are with the Lord ! 

T h i s  shou l d  help us to understand the mean i ng of sanct i f i ­
cation .  

But there i s  more to learn from the other verses i n  th i s  
passage. A l so remember that we are on ly tak i ng the l ast 
part of the passage , so what I am saying cou l d  be expanded 
to i n c l ude them. 

I I .  THE WORK OF GOD IN SANCTI F I CATION ( 1  Th . 5 : 1 6-22 ) . 

Now I am go ing to say someth i ng wh ich wi l l  seem contra­
d i ctory . I have sa id  that sanct ifi cat ion i s  a work of God , 
and I have sa id  that because Pau l said i t .  But now I want 
you to see that our sanct i f i cation i nvol ves our obed ience . 
That i s  the mean ing of verses 16 through 22 .  

Let me say th i s  a l so .  Sanctificat i on comes about through 
our obed i ence to God--and th i s  a lways means to the Word 
of God . 

In  other word s ,  we do not become holy by j ust s i tt i ng 
around and doing noth i ng .  God w i  I I  not let a true ch i  ld  
of  God do  such a thing.  He has  ways of  bring i ng pressure 
upon us , and of bringing us i nto s ituations  where we wi l l  
see what we are supposed to do .  Many of you have to ld  me 
how God has sovereign ly l ed i n  your l i ves to bring you 
i nto contact with people  or churches where you have been 
taught what you are to do , and what God ' s  purpose i n  your 
l i fe as a Christ i an i s .  

But a lways remember Ph i l .  2 : 1 2 ,  1 3  and Heb . 1 3 : 2 0 ,  2 1 . 
Even i n  our obed i ence God gets the g lory because He g i ves 
us the des i re to obey H im ,  and He enables us to obey H im .  
Never approach the commandments of  Scri pture as though 
th i s  i s  someth i ng that you are going to do for God . It 
i s  God Who is  at work when we are obed i ent.  

But not i ce the four areas here that Paul  wanted the 
Thessa lon i an bel ievers to be concerned about : 
1 )  The i r  c i rcumstances I v v .  1 6- 1 8 ) .  
2 )  The Holy Sp ir it  ( v .  19) . 
3) The Word of God ami preach i ng ( vv .  20 , 21 ) .  
4) S i n .  
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Let u s  l ook at each one of these brief ly .  

A .  Our c i rcumstances (vv . 1 6 - 1 8 ) . 

We cannot exhaust any of these,  but let me g i ve you at 
l east one thought concern i ng each one . 

1 .  " Rej o ice evermore" ( v .  1 6 ) .  

A Chr i st i an i s  not a person who has h i s  head i n  the 
sand ; he looks at everyth i ng more rea l i st ica l ly 
than anyone else.  How can he a lways rej o i ce? By 
know i ng that everyth i ng that happens to us  wi l l  
have a good outcome . Cf . Rom . 8 : 28 .  On ly a 
Christian can be assured of thi s .  

The abi l i ty to rej o i ce i n  the Lord i s  an ev i dence 
of God ' s  sanct ify i ng work in our heart s .  To fa i l  
to rejoice  � s i n .  

2 .  "Pray without ceas i ng "  ( v .  1 7 ) .  

Our fa i l ure to pray i s  an evidence of our self­
confidence ,  or of our confidence in  some one e l s e ,  
o r  something e lse .  

We  cannot be on  our  knees a l l  of  the t ime ,  but no  
part of  our  l i ves shou ld be exc l uded from prayer. 

Ead ie  in h i s  commentary on Thessa lon i an s  has 
written , 

. • • ther),i s no p I ace where one may not 
pray ; no t Ime when one may not pray ; no 
b lessing wh ich  one may no so l i c i t ;  no human 
being for whom i ntercession may not be offered ; 
no step shou ld be taken wi thout a s k i ng d i v i ne 
counsel ,  and no enterpri se engaged i n  wothout 
invocat i on of the d i v i ne b less ing ( pp .  206 , 
207 ) • 

3. " I  n everyth i ng g i ve thanks • • . "  ( v .  1 8 ) . 

How can we do thi s? Should  those of us who be l i eve 
i n  the soverei gnty of God ask,  How? 

Not ice the prepos it ion " i n . "  It i s  not after, 
but " i n . "  We need to pray concern i ng more than 
j ust our food--wh i ch i s  the on ly t ime many 
Christians  ever g i ve thanks to God . God i s  the 
Source of a l l  of our b less ings , and so we need to 
g i ve thanks to H im .  Th i s  i s  a mark of sanct i f ica­
t i on . 
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Secondly ,  let u s  cons ider what Paul wrote about 

B .  The Holy Sp i rit ( v .  1 9) 

We a l l  know , or shou l d  know , that the Holy Sp i ri t  has 
a v ital  part in our sanctif ication.  

Here i s  the  impl ication that He i s  l i kened to  a f ire ,  
a f i re wh ich  must not be quenched ! ( Th i s  word for 
"quench" i s  used in Eph . 6 : 1 6 ;  Heb . 1 1 : 34 . ) 

There are many th ings that cou ld be said  about th i s ,  
but l et me ment ion two . 

1 .  The Holy Sp i rit must not be quenched when He dea l s  
with us about something that i s  wrong i n  our 
l i ves . Th i s  i s  what He i s  doing to advance our 
sanctif ication.  

2 .  The Holy Spi rit must not be quenched when there are 
opportunities for us to exerc i se our g i fts which 
God has g i ven to u s .  

The work of sanct i f i cat ion produces i n  us a n  eager 
des i re to serve the Lord as He sha l l  ind icate. 

But we must hurry on to look at what is sa i,d about 

C .  The Word of God and preach i ng (vv.  20, 2 1 ) .  

The more sanctif ied a Christian i s ,  the more di scern i ng 
he wi l l  be where the truth of God ' s  Word i s  concerned . 
He wi l l  not scorn the teach i ng of the Word. He wi l l  
l ove i t ,  and go where h e  can get i t .  But ne i ther w i l l  
he b l i nd ly  accept everyth ing that he i s  to l d  unless 
i t  is  accord i ng to the Word of God. 

D .  S in  ( v .  22 ) .  

Th is  does not mean j ust the "appearance of ev i l , " but 
every form of ev i I .  

We are a l l  aware of certa i n  s i n s  which have been a 
problem to u s ,  but it i s  only through the Word , and 
through the Holy Sp i rit that we wi l l  become consc ious 
of s i n s  wh ich  formerly we may have paid no attention 
to . 

E . g . , it i s  a s i n  to waste time . It i s  a s i n  to 
harbor wrong thoughts i n  our hearts . It i s  a s i n  not 
to be with the Lord ' s  people  on the Lord ' s  Day . And 
I cou l d  go on and on .  
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A l l  of these are not only ways i n  which God i s  sanct ify i ng 
u s ,  but they are marks of one who i s  bei ng sanctif ied .  

But let me conc l ude with a brief l ook at vv .  25-28. 

I I I .  THE FELLOWSH IP  OF THE SANCTIF IED (1 Th . 5 : 25-28 ) .  

Here there are a l so four things to notice.  

A.  Prayer for the servants of the Lord ( v .  25 ) .  

B .  Love for the brethren ( v .  26 ) .  

C .  The pub l ic read i ng of the Word ( v .  27 ) .  

D .  The need for the grace o f  God--here expressed i n  
prayer ( v .  28 ) .  

Conc l : Do you see how a l l - inc lus ive this  work of sanctifica-
ti on i s? It rea l ly means that a l l  that we are ,  a l l  

that we have , a l l  of our t ime , a l l  of our c i rcumstances , 
everyth ing about us , i s  to be devoted to the Lord . 

I s  it? I s  th i s  what you want in  l i fe? God des i res thi s ,  and 
t�l i s  wi l l  be the purpose for everyth ing that God does in our 
l i ves--to make us holy ,  as He is holy ! 


