
THE SECOND EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE THESSALONIANS 
Introduction 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 
December 6, 1993 

Intro: Reading time (aloud): 7 minutes. 

It was, like 1 Thess., written in the early 50's, probably just a few weeks after his 
first epistle, �u."'e..I'f 0"'<."'" 'L"e.. saW\e.. 'Ie.a..,-. AI"'o, a..� \ 'h .. ",,.., -h-o,,", e.o\,"·,,,-t.k 

It is pastoral in character. We speak of 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus as the Pastoral Epistles, 
but that is because they were written to pastors. But Paul was being pastoral in all of his 
epistles, and it is very apparent in 1 and 2 Thess. 

Paul's references to prayer occupy much of these three chapters. Notice them in the follow­
ing passages: 
1) 1:2. 
2) 1 :3, 4. 
3) 1:11, 12. 
4) 2:13, 14. 
5) 2:16, 17. 
6) 3:1, 2. 
7) 3:5. 
8) 3:16. 
9) 3:18. 
There are a total of 14 verses here, and there are 47 in the entire epistle. So this means 
that about 30% of the epistle is given to prayer. 

This tells us a great deal about the place and importance of prayer in the life of the 
Apostle Paul. 

In addition to Paul's prayers, we can see that Paul did several things in this epistle: 
1) He encouraged them. Paul was always strong on encouragement for the people of God. 
2) He corrected and instructed them, and he did this. in all three chapters. 
3) He sought their prayers for his ministry with Silas and Timothy. 

His epistle seems to have been prompted by the failure of the people to understand what he 
had said to them in his first epistle about the coming of the Lord. In chapter 2 we can see 
that some felt that they were already in the day of the Lord, (not the day of Christ as it 
is translated in 2:2), or that they were close to it. Others continued to be so certain that 
the Lord's coming was imminent that they had quit working, and consequently Paul accused them 
of being disorderly (3:6, 7, 11) and having become "busybodies" (3:11). Paul felt that this 
was very dishonoring to the Lord, and so he instructed the church as to the proper disci­
pline which should be exercised against them. 

It does seem that the questions which had been raised about Paul's ministry, and which he had 
defended in the first epistle, were no longer a problem because he had nothing more to say 
about this in his second epistle. 

It is a fairly easy book to outline, especially because it is short. But the divisions as 
Paul moved from one point to another are very clear. However, let us not think of the book 
just in terms of an outline. It was a message from his heart to their hearts, and that 
message flows from the beginning of the epistle right on to the end. And yet an outline may 
help us to see Paul's thinking throughout the epistle. 

Let me suggest this as an outline: 

PART 1 -- CHAPTER 1 

I. Greetings and Invocation (1:1, 2). 

II. Thanksgiving (1:3-5). 
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I II. Encouragement through Instruction (1:6-10). God will judge those who persecute His 
people. 

IV. Intercession (1:11, 12). 

PART 2 -- CHAPTER 2 

V. Encouragement through Instruction (2:1-12). They were not in the Day of the Lord because 
there were things ttlat had to take place first. 

VI. Thanksgiving (2:13, 14). 

V II. Exhortation (2:15). This is for perseverance in their lives and in their service. 

VI I I. Intercession (2:16, 17). 

PART 3 -- CHAPTER 3 

IX. Paul's Request for Prayer (3:1, 2). 

X. Encouragement and Prayer (3:3-5). 

XI. Exhortation for Church Discipline (3:6-15). 

XII. Benediction and Conclusion (3:16-18). 

There are three major parts, and each part has four divisions. 

Now we turn to Part 1, Chapter 1. 

1:1 Although the words may be slightly different in ttleir arrangement, the only real -
difference between this introduction and that in 1 Thess. is the use of "our" instead 

of "the" Paul's first reference to the Father in 2 Thess. 

Paul included Silas and Timothy, as he did in 1 Thess. This letter is also addressed to the 
church in Thessalonica. And Paul prayed for the same two blessings that he did in 1 Thess., 
grace and peace. All of this is included in one verse in 1 Thess.; here, in two verses. 

1:2 Notice that grace and peace were still needed by the church in Thessalonica, and be sure 
- to remind yourself where these blessings come from. 

Notice also that Paul stressed the Fatherhood of God for His people, and in both of the first 
two verses he used the full Name of our Lord: "the Lord Jesus Christ." See ")..orct Jesuf-u.. 
Christ" also in 1 :8, 12 (2x); 2: 1, 14, 16; 3:6, 12, 18 -- a total of � time'S",'�inree� In 
e&eft chapter oS 'l-+�. e. eve", 

In 2:16 Paul also repeated his emphasis upon God as our Father. How important it is for us 
to dwell upon these titles which Paul has given to God and to His Son. There is much bless­
ing in meditating upon these truths. The more certain things are stated in Scripture, the 
more important they are, but the greater the possiblity that we will overlook the truth that 
they convey to us, and the blessings they hold for us. We can safely assume that God loves 
to be called our Father, and our Lord is delighted when we call Him the Lord Jesus Christ. 

1:3 Paul began this verse and 2:13 in the same way. 

"Bound" -- Paul included Silas and Timothy in this because he said "we." Paul meant by the 
word "bound" that they were under an obligation to render thanks to God "always" for them. 
Notice that he did not just say that he was thankful for them, but that it was his constant 
duty, day by day, week after week, etc. to be thankful to God for them. 
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Now if we are "bound" to do it, then it is a sin not to do it. Cf. what Samuel said to the 
people of Israel in 1 Sam. 12:23. Prayer is not just a privilege; it is a duty. And the 
same is true of thanksgiving. When we pray for the Lord's people, let us remember to give 
thanks to Him for them. Whatever good there is in any of our lives, it is there because God 
has placed It there. Whatever truth we know, He has taught us. Whatever blessing may be 
passed on to others through us has originated with God. 

And the more the world tries to eliminate God and Christ from our lives, the more diligent 
we should be to keep them in our lives. You have heard about the recent attempt to make the 
Boy Scouts take out of their pledge that they will be faithful to God and their country. 
Our courts do some very dumb things these days, but we can be thankful that they ruled in 
favor of the Boy Scouts. 

Rush Limbaugh was discussing the other day that in our schools we can say, "Happy Holidays," 
but we can't say, "Merry Christmas," because that is too religious. 

If you were listening to the comments made recently about thanksgiving in the world, we were 
told many times how thankful we should be, but I didn't hear any of the newscasters or 
politicians talk about being thankful to God. Notice how the Bible speaks of thanksgiving. 
It not only tells us what we are to be thankful for, but it reminds us constantly that we 
are to be thankful to God! It is not enough to feel thankful; we need to tell Him that we 
are thankful. We not only need to keep Christ in Christmas, but we need to keep God in our 
thanksgiving. 

"As it is meet" means that it is right and proper and fitting that we should do so. God is 
continually doing things for us and in us and through us, it would be not only a serious 
failure not to give Him thanks, but it is a grievous sin! 

But what in particular was Paul thankful for as he thought of the believers in the church at 
Thessalonica? Two things: 
1) Their faith. 
2) Their love. 
Their faith was directed toward God, and their love also would have been directed toward God, 
but Paul was thinking here about their love for each other. 

He mentioned both of these things in 1 Thess. And here he is thanking God again. 

But apparently between the writing of 1 Thess. and this second letter, the faith and love of 
the believers had been increasing for the better. Here Paul spoke of their faith growing 
exceedingly, and their love abounding. 

This is the kind of a church you want to be in. The faith and love of the people was probab­
ly very contagious. It is good to be with people who are not standing still spiritually, 
but who are growing in the Lord. The people in the church at Thessalonica were really 
trusting God in their daily lives, and their love for each other was such that it was'.a 
delight to be with them. But Paul knew that this was all the result of the work that the 
Lord was doing in their hearts. His prayers for them were being answered, and tilis caused 
him to pray ever more. But most of all he knew that he was under a divine obligation to 
thank the Lord for the great blessings they were experiencing In Thessalonica. 

1:4 But the blessings had not been limited to Thessalonica. As Paul visited with "the 
--- churches of God in various places, or communicated with them, he gloried, he gave thanks 
to God even more for what the Lord had been doing in Thessalonica. And in this verse he 
added "patience" to their faith. This means that they persevered in trusting God. They did 
not just trust God now and then when some special need arose, but they trusted God, and then 
kept on trusting Him. Their lives were characterized by a constant trust in the Lord. 

However, we must not miSS the latter part of this verse. Paul linked those first two words, 
patience and faith, with two other words: "persecutions and tribulations." Notice that 
both of those words are plural. 

"Persecutions" -- This word speaks of the way the Thessalonians were being pursued by their 
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enemies who would do anything that they could to harrass them, to molest them, to trouble 
them, to make life as miserable for them as they could. And it was not just one occasion, 
but many--time after time! The Thessalonians did not have to look for trouble; the trouble 
came to them like waves of the ocean. 

"Tribulations" -- These are tactics that men who hate God and Christ will use of oppress 
and burden and break down the people of God. The same actions can be called either perse­
cutions or tribulations, but the words show different characteristics of the trouble people 
can bring into our lives. One result of persecutions is that it produces discouragement and 
makes people want to quit, to give up. 

What the people of the church in Thessalonica were experiencing certainly was one reason 
that you find such an encouraging note to this epistle. What a blessing it must have been 
to the believers to know that Paul was continually thanking God for them, and that he not 
only prayed for them, but, as he indicates in chapter 3, he wanted them to pray for him. 

But we need to notice another thing about the church, their high level of spiritual life, 
and what it had done to their trust in God and to their love for each other and to their 
willingness to persevere in the face of all of the relentless opposition which they were 
facing. God was using the trials to work in them that faith and love which are such a 
delight to the Father and to the Lord Jesus Christ. A Christian without trials is never a 
strong Christian. But, even when trials come, our strength is derived from submission to 
the trials and a desire to persevere in doing that which pleases God. Only God can do this 
for us, and this is the reason that we need to continually thank God, not only for saving 
us, but for keeping us, and for working in us to make us what He wants us to be. 

But we are not finished with the thanksgiving which Paul was offering to God. Let us go on 
to verse 5. 

1:5 Here Paul said, in effect, "When I stand back and look at what you are experiencing in 
- Thessalonica, and how you are reacting to it, what do I see?" 

His answer: "I see 'a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God."" But what did he 
mean by this? 

"A manifest token" -- This is the translation of one Greek word, and it is only used here 
and nowhere else in the NT. It means a proof. It means evidence. Of what? "Of the 
righteous judgment of God." 

Some would be inclined to say that the troubles which the Thessalonians were going through 
was proof that in some way, or ways, they had very seriously displeased God. But that was 
not true. Others would say that it was proof that God had forsaken them, and turned them 
over to their enemies. But that was not true either. It was a proof of "the righteous 
judgment of God. 

What was Paul doing? Paul was turning their eyes to the Lord. The Lord was not grieved 
with them, nor had He turned His back on them and forsaking them. Paul was saying that the 
Lord was very much present in their trials. He was in total control. Knowing that He is 
God and absolutely sovereign, Paul could come to no other conclusion. Our steps are ordained 
by the Lord even when they bring us into troubled waters. And God was totally righteous in 
what was happening to the believers in Thessalonica because through their sufferings He was 
making them what He wanted them to be. And the very fact that they were enduring it all, 
and going on in their lives and service, was proof that God was with them, sustaining them, 
strengthening them, helping them, for His own praise and glory. 

Can you see how all of this is so intimately tied together? What the Thessalonian believers 
needed was to keep their eyes on the Lord. He is always "righteous," never unrighteous, in 
in anything that He does. And while we may be confused when we are in the midst of trouble, 
not able to see the wisdom of God in what we are experiencing, yet we need to rest in this 
truth until the day when the Lord enables us to see that our troubles, too, are proof that 
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God is not only absolutely righteous, but infinitely wise, and abounding in His love toward 
us. 

The writer of the book of Hebrews told the believers to whom he was writing, 
Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: 
nevertheless afteward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness 
unto them which are exercised thereby (Heb. 12:11). 

But there is one more thing that Paul had to say in this verse. 

We already know that God has purposes in everything that He does, or allows others to do. 
One of His chief purposes is our perfection, and it could be seen in the lives of the 
believers in Thessalonica, as Paul expressed it in verse 3. But here at the end of verse 5 
we have another purpose expressed in these words: "That ye may be counted worthy of the 
kingdom of God for which ye also suffer." 

The word "that" in the Greek is made up of two words which express purpose. So we could 
translate it, in order that. Trials are meant to show the sovereignty of God, the right­
eousness of God, In HIS dealings with us, His people, but they are also meant to show some­
thing about us! 

I take "the kingdom of God" here to be the equivalent of salvation. Our Lord told Nicodemus 
that he could not enter the kingdom of God unless He were born again. But how can it be 
said that we are worthy of the kingdom of God, worthy to be saved? 

Paul's words here have to do, not with making us worthy, but showing that we are worthy 
through what God has done for us in Christ. We are worthy in Christ, but Paul was indicat­
ing here that God delights to demonstrate that we are fully qualified to be a part of the 
kingdom of God. 

Would you agree with me when I say that often, by our lives, we do a miserable job of really 
demonstrating that we are the children of God. By some of the things that professing 
Christians are doing these days, we give the world a strange impression of what it means 
to be a Christian. To say that we are Christians is one thing, but to live as Christians, 
to behave as the people of God ought to behave, is another thing. Christians are often as 
destructive, as disruptive and law-breaking as the people of the world often are. We feel 
that we have the right to break laws if other people are doing something which is displeas­
ing to God. We see this constantly in demonstrations. 

But even in lesser things, in the normal routine of daily life, on the job, in our homes, 
in our contacts with people in the church and outside of the church, do we demonstrate by 
the way we live that we know the Lord, that we love Him, and that our main purpose is to 
please Him? 

Paul told the Thessalonian believers in his first letter that their lives and their witness 
was so strong and so clear that he really didn't have to say anything. He was saying the 
same thing here in 2 Thessalonians. And we need to know that when people can see more 
reality in our lives, there is going to be greater blessing in the church, greater glory for 
God, and a witness to the world that will be more fruitful. This is God's way. He works 
in us, and then through us. We must do His work in His way, and then we will be assured of 
His blessing. 

1:6 December 13, 1993 

There is another aspect to the sufferings of the Lord's people. God is not only righteous 
toward His people in the sufferings they experience, but His righteousness extends to those 
who are responsible for afflicting the people of God. The following verses snovi tnat we may 
not always see vengeance taken on our enem'ies here and now, but judgment is coming, and 
that is certain! 
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The point of the verse seems to be that God's righteousness assures that those who trouble 
the Lord's people will eventually be troubled themselves by God. And they will be recom­
pensed in kind. The wicked will never get away with the evil that they have done. 

We see instances of divine recompense in the OT prophets even where God raised up nations 
to judge His people, but they went farther in their judgment of Israel and/or Judah than 

,/ God lntended for them to go. And so they suffered judgment at His hand. 

( 1:7 On the other hand, the people of God who have had tribulation will, in the Lord's time \ find "rest." 

. Regarding those who persecute the Lord's people, Matthew Henry (Vol. VI, p. 794) had this 
to say: 

And there is nothing that more infallibly marKS a man for eternal ruin than a spirit 
of persecution, and enmity to the name and people of God: as the faith, patience, 
and constancy of the saints are to them an earnest of everlasting rest and joy, so 
the pride, malice, and wicedness of their persecutors are to them an earnest of ever� 
lasting misery; for evey man carries about with him, and carries out of the world with 
him, either his heaven or his hell. God will render a recompence, and will trouble 
those that trouble his people. This he has done sometimes in this world, witness the 
dreadful end of many persecutors; but especially this he will do in the other world, 
where the portion of the wicked must be weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth. 

For an illustration of this truth, cf. Isa. 10: 1 - 19. (Read.) .f\\"o O:t>6-c\;a..i.-I.. 

The Greek word for "tribulations" was meant to convey the idea of pressure, tension, and 
the bearing down of a heavy burden. Paul could have used another Greek word for "rest" in 
this passage besides the one' he··d·tcl use which would have meant a temporary reprieve--like 
a serviceman's R & R. He is taken out of the battle for a time, but wlll eventually be 
sent back. And so it would seem that Paul used the word which he did ( ) because he 
wanted to convey the idea of a permanent deliverance from the troubles which the Thessa­
lonians were experiencing at that time--and would experience to a greater or lesser degree 
until they died. The word "rest" means a relaxation of the tensions which are caused by the 
troubles inflicted upon us for the Lord's sake. 

It would seem that Paul was speaking here about the same rest which is mentioned in Heb. 
4:9, "There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God." Also Psa. 34: 17, "The 
righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles." This 
is why the Apostle Paul could tell the Roman believers, "For I reckon that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed 
in us." 

However, when specifically will this be according to what Paul was saying in this verse? 

Note: "When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels." The 
remalnder of this'passage (down through verse 10) deals with this event. 

"Revealed" -- This is the verb from which we get our English word, apocalypse. The npum 
which comes from this verb is the title given by the Holy Spirit to the last book in our 
Bibles, The Revelation of Jesus Christ. It points to that time ahead when the Lord Jesus 
will be unvelled. Paul was speaklng of the time when the Lord Jesus will be unveiled, 
revealed, and people will see Him to be the unspeakably glorious Person that He always has 
been. Hls glory was veiled most of the time that He was here on earth. People saw Him as 
only a lowly carpenter, a mere human. To His own He made known His glory. Peter, James, 
and John saw it on the Mount of Transfiguration. Nicodemus saw it in a limited way in the 
miracles which the Lord Jesus performed. And that is why he came to Jesus. But the day is 
coming when the whole world will be made to realize Who He is. The time that Paul was 
speaking about is not the time when the Church will be taken up, but when the Lord Jesus 
comes, as He Himself said, "with power and great glory" (Matt. 24:30). 

One of our Christmas carols describes the Lord as He was here on earth at His first coming. 
Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the Everlasting LOrd! 



Late in time behold him come. Offspring of the Virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the Incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
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When our Lord came the first time, His glory was veiled; when He comes the second time His 
glory will be unveiled, and then there will be no question in anyone's mind but that He is 
the Son of God Who became a man. 

What a day that will be when He comes with His mighty angels! The One Whom Augustus Toplady 
called the "once despised Jesus" will then be seen to be the mighty Redeemer of His people, 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords. 

What we have here in 2 Thess. is not only written for the comfort of believers, but for 
those who do not believe in the Lord, that they might believe and be saved from the terrible 
fate which awaits those who depart from this life without Christ, or who are living wilen 
He comes, but have not trusted Him as Savior. Believers may have it bad now, but a glorious 
day of rest and deliverance is coming! 

What will He do when He comes, and is unveiled? 

1:8 George Milligan, in what generally is a very good commentary on the Thessalonian 
--- epistles, said that Paul was spiritualizing the judgment which will accompany the 
return of the Lord. Man will usually do anything he can to lessen the statements of 
Scripture regarding the judgment that is to come. There is no need to spiritualize this 
statement. If the fire which destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah was a spiritual fire, not 
literally fire, then we can believe the "flaming fire" spoken of here will not be real, 
but spiritual. But then, what is spiritual fire? Is it just some kind of emotional torment? 

What about Malachi's prophecy in Mal. 4:1? Listen to it. 
For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; 
and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: 
and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, 
that it shall not leave them neither root nor branch. 

And the prophet Zephaniah said this: 
Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the Lord, 
until the day that I rise up to the prey: 
for my determination is to gather the nations, 
that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, 
even all my fierce anger: 
for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy 
(Zeph. 3:8). 

Let us remember that always in the past the judgments of God have been every bit as bad as 
God has said that they would be. This should convince us that the judgments which are still 
to come will be as bad as the Word of God say that they will be. 

People try to explain away what the Scriptures teach about hell, but I would not want to be 
one who says that it shall not be, or that hell will only last for a short time. It may not 
be in accord with our reasoning, but that is because we do not understand the awfulness of 
sin, and how much God hates it. 

What will our Lord be doing with this "flaming fire"? He will be "taking vengeance." 

This does not mean that tile Lord will be retaliating with uncontrolled fury against the 
enemies of His people. It does not mean that He will have people where He wants them and 
gratify Himself by judgments which will be out-of-hand. No, it means that people will be 
getting exactly what they deserve. As W. E. Vine said in his Expository Dictionary of New 
Testament Words, "The judgments or God are holy and right" (IV, 184). 

In the bowl judgments described in the book of The Revelation, when the third angel pours 
out his bowl of judgment upon the earth, an angel will say, as terrible as the judgment will 
be, "Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments" (Rev. 16:7). No 
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angel has ever, or will ever, accuse the Lord of violating justice by His jUdgments. It is 
interesting to see that the One Who came the first time to provide salvation for sinners 
from the judgment of God, will be the One Who, when He comes again, will execute divine 
wrath upon those who do not know God and have not obeyed His Gospel. 

Let us keep in mind that we are in a passage of Scripture which speaks of those who have 
troubled the people of God by persecution and tribulation. And yet when Paul spoke of the 
coming judgment, the sin which he mentioned for which judgment will come, was not the 
troubling that had been done (although that is involved). But basically the sin goes to the 
root cause, the main reason, that people trouble and persecute the Lord's people. It is 
because they "know not God, and • . .  obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

These two statements explain both why people sin, and also the remedy for their sin. They 
sin because they do not know God. They might be religious like Paul was, thinking that in 
persecuting the Lord's people he was serving God. But the root of his problem was that he 
did not know God, and he had not obeyed the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ which told him 
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ so that he could be saved. 

This is a very interesting verse in the light of what we are seeing in our country today. 
Why will even children commit such terrible crimes? Why do adults commit such terrible 
crimes, the reports which we read or hear about every day? And I am not exaggerating when 
I say, "every day." Why are we plagued with such things? Is it because of a poor back­
ground? That may be a part of it, but you often find that crimes are committed by people 
with money and affluence. Is it because of bad experiences they have had as children? 
Again, that might be a contributing factor, but you don't find that in every case. No, the 
reason is that people do not know God, and they have not obeyed the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Chn st! 

You and I know that man's real problem is that he is a sinner--a sinner by nature, and a 
sinner by choice. And there is only one remedy for that! It is in coming to know God, 
and the only way that we can know Him is through the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

However, when you tell people this, you are accused of being naive. Do you know what they 
mean when they say that? They mean that you are simple, untaught, which actually means that 
you are stupid, and you don't know what you are talking about. But I would rather believe 
God than people, wouldn't you? And we have God's answer here in verse 8. 

Cf. what Paul wrote in 1 Thess. 4:3-5, finishing with that statement at the end of verse 5, 
"the Gentiles which know not God." 

Cf. also Gal. 4:8, 9 on knowing God. Knowing God means deliverance from sin's penalty, and 
continuing to know God in an ever-increasIng way, means delIverance from sIn's power. Let 
us never be ashamed to speak to people about theIr need to know God, and that they can only 
know Him through trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is interesting that Paul should speak of not obeying the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
You would think that he would say that people WIll experience the judgment of God because 
they have not believed the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We have a similar statement in Rom. 1:5 where Paul speaking of his own apostleship said, 
By whom we have received grace and apostleship, 
for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name. 

Why not belIef of the faIth? 

Perhaps the best answer is found in the message which the Apostle Paul preached on Mars' 
Hill in Athens. As he was concluding his message he said this:-

And the times of this ignorance God winked at: 
but now commandeth all men every where to repent: 
Because he hath apPoInted a day, 
in which he will judge the world in righteousness 
by that man whom he hath ordained: 



whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, 
in that he hath raised him from the dead 
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Perhaps we have weakened the Gospel message by making faith in Christ so optional with 
people. The truth is that failure to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ is considered by 
God as the greatest possible rebellion against the will of God. And this is why there 
were those people in Thessalonica who were persecuting the church; they were disobedient 
to God, did not know Him, and had not experienced the transforming power of the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Before I leave this verse let me comment on Paul's own testimony regarding the persecution 
of the Lord's people. Cf. what the Lord said to Paul when He struck him down on the road to 
Damascus. Cf. Acts 9:4, 5. And then see Gal. 1:13. And finally, 1 Tim. 1:12, 13. It is 
evident from these Scriptures that Paul considered his greatest sin, the one which actually 
could have barred hIm from heaven, the persecutIon of the Lord's people. People can't get 
to the Lord anymore, and so they do the next best thIng In the Ir estImation; they persecute 
His people. None of us can really understand how terrible this is in the sight of the Lord. 

But let us go on to verse 9. 

1:9 The "everlasting destruction" which Paul mentioned here is a word ("destruction") which 
--- emphasizes not the suffering of the one being punished, but the satisfaction of the Dne 
Who does the punishing, the judging. No one will get more than he deserves, but all wIll get 
all that they deserve. 

They will be driven forever "from the presence of the Lord." But this expression also means 
that the punishment of sinners will come from the Lord Himself. And it will be a demonstra­
rion of the glory of God's power. Men who have proudly said that they would take their 
chances when they stand before the Lord, will find out that there will be no indecision on 
the Lord's part. The day of mercy will be over; judgment will be measured out to them. 

And if this judgment were not to go on and on for all eternity, it would not be called "ever­
lasting destruction. Quoting Matthew Henry again, 

This destruction will be everlasting. They shall be always dying, and yet never die. 
Their misery will run parallel with the line of eternity. The chains of darkness are 
everlasting chains, and the fire is everlasting fire. It must needs be so, since the 
punishment is inflicted by an eternal God, fastening upon an immortal soul, set out of 
the reach of divine mercy and grace (V I, 795). 

What ominous words these are! And how they should cause anyone who reads them, or hears 
them, to think long and hard about their eternal destiny. And it should make those of us 
who know the Lord to be more zealous in warning people to flee from the wrath to come by 
obeying the Gospel, and putting their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Verses 8 and 9 contain words as heavy and as solemn as they can get. But verse 10 tells us 
that there is a brighter side to the coming of the Lord in glory. 

1:10 The Lord not only will come to take vengeance on those who do not believe, but He will 
-- come "to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe." 

The meaning here is not primarily that we will glorify Him by our praises, but that we will 
glorify Him by what we are, in our persons. That will be a day of glory for Him! And Paul 
indicated here that this will be one of the reasons for His coming. A. R. Fausset in the 
JFB commentary said, 

Once they believed; now they see. They took His word on trust; now His word is made 
good, and they need faith no longer. With wonder all celestial intelligences (Eph. 
iii. 10) shall admire the Redeemer, because of the glory He has wrought in them that 
believed during theIr earthly probation (V I, 472). 

To admire the Lord is to marvel at Him, to wonder at the manifestation of His glory not only 
in Himself, but also in the lives of every person who has believed in Him. Paul, in Romans 
8 says that all creation is waiting for "the manifestation of the sons of God." See Rom .

. 
8:19. It is obvious that something is very wrong In our world. When the Lord comes In HIS 
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glory, then there will no longer be any argument as to what has been needed. 

All of this leads Paul to tell the Thessalonian believers how he has been praying for them. 
Please note again that the certainty of the believer's glorification does not discourage 
prayer, but rather encourages it. The more we believe in the coming of the Lord and in the 
glorification of His people, the more we will pray that these very things will come to pass. 

T:Tl "Wherefore" means to this end. Paul's prayers seem always to have been prompted by 
----- the truth of God. And he Included those things which were made certain by the eternal 
decrees of God. And so here we have three requests in verse 11 growing out of what Paul had 
just written about the people of God, and the purpose of those requests is given in verse 12. 

Request #1: "That our God would count you worthy of this calling." "You" is emphatic. 

Cf. v. 5. 

God has called us to salvation. He alone can make us worthy of such a calling. The meaning 
here is not entirely clear, but it must mean that Paul was praying that He, God, would so 
work in their hearts, giving ttle desire for holiness, and causing them to live with that as 
their objective, so that there would be no contradiction between what they claimed they were 
going to be, and what they were at any given time in their lives. 

Request #2: "And fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness." 

Paul was praying that God would Himself fulfill all of the desires which His goodness 
prompted in their hearts. 

Request #3: "And the work of faith with power." 

"Work" in Scripture is often synonymous with the life. We live by faith in the hope that we 
shall some day not only be with Christ, but lIke HIm. Many obstacles stand in our way. 
Faith often is weak and falters. Therefore, it is necessary that God strengthen the 
believer's faith so that he will persevere toward the goal of his salvation. As has been 
mentioned, the day will come when our faith will be turned to sight, but for now we walk 
by faith. 

1:12 The purpose of the above requests: "That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be 
glorIfIed In you, and ye In hIm, according to the grace of our God and (the) Lord Jesus 
Chri st. " 

As a result of God's work in us, He will be glorified in us, and the work of glorification 
will be completed in us by, and only by, "the grace of our God and of (the) Lord Jesus 
Chri st." 

There is only one article (the) in the Greek so that the latter part of this verse would 
read the grace of our God and Lord Jesus Christ. Fausett, in the JFB commentary, says that 
"the one Greek artIcle to both ImplIes the Inseparable oneness of God and the Lord Jesus" 
(Vol. VI, p. 473). 

We would never conceive that such a glory would be possible if this were not taught in the 
Word of God. It is so far beyond anything that we could do for ourselves that no believer 
should need to be convinced of his need for the grace of God and of Christ. We are saved 
by grace. We are kept by grace. We grow in grace. And when we are finally conformed to 
Christ, i.e., glorified, then we will know without any doubt that we have been glorified by 
grace, too. 

Let me point out again that even though these things are guaranteed by the purpose of God 
in salvation, yet it is important for us to pray as Paul did, that God's purposes would be 
fulfilled in us, His people. We may not understand why this is necessary, but we can see 
from Paul's prayer that it is, and so we need to do it. 

- 0 -
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Int r o :  I s ugges t ed a s  we began the s tudy o f  2 Thess aloni ans that the 
chap t e r  divisi ons give us t he main divi s i ons of t he epi s tle . That 

i s ,  Part 1 is chap t e r  1; Part 2 is chap t e r  2; Part 3 is chapt e r  3. I als o 
s ugges t ed that there a r e  f our divi s i ons t o  each P a r t . 

The four divi s i ons in Part 1 are : 
1) Greet ings and Invocat i on (1:1, 2). 
2) Thanksgi ving (1:3-5). 
3) Enc ouragement through I ns t ruct i on (1:6-10). They had been s u f f ering 

for t he Gospel ; Paul assured them he r e  that God woul d j udge those who 
opposed them . 

4) I n t e r c e s s i on (1:11, 12). 

Now , as we c ome t o  chap t e r  2 and P a r t  2, we f i nd f ou r  divi s i ons agai n :  
1) Enc ouragement through Ins t ruc t i on (2:1-12). 
2) Thanksgiving (2:13, 14). 
3) Exho r t a t i on (2:15). 
4) I n t e r c e s s i on (2:16, 17). 

When we c ome t o  P a r t  3, chapter 3, we wi l l  again s e e  that there a r e  f our 
divi s i ons t o  the chap t e r . 

The d i f f i cult y  whi ch Paul had t o  deal w i t h  in chapt e r  1 was the persecu­
t i on whi ch the peop l e  were s u f f e ring . The re Paul assured t hem that God 
was not only r i ght eous in permi t t i ng t hi s ,  but He was als o r i ghteous in 
eventually dealing w i t h  thos e who were doing the pers ecuting . They would 
be puni shed with et e rnal separ a t i on f rom the L o rd . 

The d i f f i cul t y  here in chap t e r  2 has t o  do w i t h  t he f ears  of  the people 
bec aus e they had been deceived into beli eving that they were already in 
the day of  the L o rd . In  other words this would mean that they were in the 
Great T r i bula t i on which they had been led to be l i eve t hey would escape . 
W e  can s e e  f rom thi s how s ev e r e  t he i r  s u f f e rings mus t  have been . But 
again, as we sha l l  see , Paul calmed thei r f ears  by going over w i t h  them 
what he had t aught them befo r e . ( See hi s ques t i on in verse 5.) 

W i t h  that b r i e f  word o f  int roduc t i on t o  chap t e r  2, let us begin t o  examine 
what the Apos tle Paul had to say to them . 

Thi s would be V. in t he outline . 

V. Enc ouragement through I n s t ru c t i on (2 Thes s . 2:1-12). 

2:1 I n  the f i r s t  two verses of  thi s chapt e r  Paul sought t o  c a l m  their  
fears . 

Paul in using the word "beseech" was speaking t o  t hem a s  f ri ends on a par  
w i t h  each o ther . In  other wo rds , he  was not rebuking them a s  an Apos tle , 
but he was graci ously express ing h i s  hope that their  f ears  would be 
dispe l l ed .  He  used the s ame word in 1 Thes s . 4:1. His l ove als o i s  s een 
in the f ac t  that he addressed them as "brethren . "  So  there i s  a great 
deal of  t ende rness in t he Apos tle ' s  manner as well  as in the words which 
he us ed . 

The bas i s  of  his c omf o r t  f o r  them was "the c oming o f  our L o r d  Jesus 
Chri s t , and by our gathering t ogether unt o  him . "  
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" Comi ng" i s  the t rans l a t i on of  the Greek word , Paul used i t  in 
1 Thes s . 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:24. It  speaks o f  the p e r s onal  p r es ence o f  
t he one c oming ; i n  t h i s  case, the L o r d  Jesus Chri s t . I t  i s  Hi s a r r i va l , 
Hi s return . 

When He c omes, be l i ev e r s  wi l l  be gathered t ogether " un t o  him . "  He wi l l  
c ome, and we wi l l  c ome t o  Him . The on l y  o ther t ime that the word "gath­
ered t ogether" is used in the NT is in Heb . 10:25, wher e  we are  t o l d  not 
to f o rs ake " the a s s emb l ing of our s e l ves t ogether"  a s  s ome were doing . The 
Jewish s ynagogue was s o - c a l l ed because i t  was a p l ace whe re the Jewi sh 
peop l e  gathered t ogethe r .  The Greek word i s  , and emphas i z es 
gathering in one p l ac e  " unto him . " 

Paul was s aying here t hat we a r e  n o t  l ooking f o r  the Day o f  the L ord; we 
are  l ooking f o r  t he L o rd . That i s  the next event in the p l an o f  God . As 
we think of current events and a l l of the ominous things that are  t aking 
p l ace, we need to remind our s e l ves c ont inua l l y  that what we a r e  l ooking 
f o r  and expecting at  any time, is t he p e r s onal appearance of the Son o f  
God, our L o rd Jesus Chri s t . 

As we meet in our churches, we are  gathe ring t ogether w i t h  each othe r . 
But i t  i s  very imp o r t ant that we remember a l s o that the L o rd meets w i t h  
us, not v i s i b l y, but inv i s i b l y, and yet  in a v e r y  real  s ens e . The day i s  
c oming when t h e r e  wi l l  be the l argest meet ing of  t h e  Church t h e r e  has ever 
been, and then the Lord wi l l  be phys i c a l l y  and v i s i b l y  present with us . 

W e  have i l l us t ra t i ons of  thi s in John 20:19, and 26. 

Years ago we used t o  s ing that chorus , "There ' s  going t o  be a meet ing in 
the a i r . "  Hol ding thi s hope before us i s  enough t o  c a l m  a l l  of our fear s . 

But l et us go  on t o  verse 2. 

2:2 Paul did not want them t o  be l i ke a ship at  s e a  being t os s ed around 
by g i ant waves . This i s  what i t  means t o  be " shaken in mind . "  They 

had t houghts sown in t he i r  minds, f a l s e  t e aching in t h i s  i n s t ance, and i t  
upset them c omp l et e l y .  They became "t roub l ed . "  And this was c ont inuous, 
or woul d have been i f  they continue t o  b e l i eve what they had heard . 

Such t eaching coul d have c ome t o  them in any one o f  three ways, or by a 
c ombinat i on o f  the three : 
1 )  " By s p i r i t , " whi ch s e ems t o  mean a p e r s on who c l aimed t o  have the g i f t  

of  prophecy . In  s uch pas s ages as 1 J ohn 4:1-3 we a r e  t aught " t ry  the 
s p i r i t s  whether they are of God . And in Paul ' s  f i r s t  epi s t l e  to the 
The s s a l onians we have his exho r t a t i ons f ound in 5:20, 21. 

2) "By word" simp l y  means that s omeone had passed on these ideas by word 
of  mouth . They may o r  may not have s a i d  t hat i t  came f rom Paul,  but 
i t  wou l d  have done i t s  damage howeve r  i t  may have c ome . 

3) " By l et t e r  as f r om us . "  Thi s has been t aken t o  mean that s omeone had 
w r i t t en t he church, and f o rg ed the Apost l e ' s  name t o  i t ,  t eaching that 
they were in the Great Tribul a t i on . Thi s is probab l y  one of  the 
r e a s ons Paul s a i d  what he did at  the end of this epi s t l e .  See 3:17. 

The best MSS r eading of  the l at t e r  part  of  thi s verse i s  t he day of  the 

L o r d ,  not " the d a y  of  Chri s t . "  Thos e  are  t w o  di f f erent days . " The d a y  of  
Chr i s t "  i s  the raptur e ;  t he day o f  the L o rd is  the G reat T r i bu l a t i on .  
They were not being t o l d  that t he Church had been raptured and they had 
been l ef t, but t hat they had been f a l s e l y  t aught t hat they wou l d  be 
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raptured before the Great T r i bul a t i o n ,  and that t hey were a l r eady i n  i t . 

2 : 3  The Dev i l  wi l l  use wha t ever means he needs t o  us e t o  deceive us , the 
peop l e  of God . He was busy at  work in those days , t o o . But no 

method of the Dev i l  needs to work IF we a r e  we l l  t aught in the Word . He 
does his greatest  damage wher e  be l i evers a r e  not inst ruc t ed in the W o rd . 
That i s  a ma j o r  r e a s on why i t  i s  s o  imp o r t ant f o r  churches t o  teach the 
W o rd . That has to be #1 in p r i o ri ty ! That is our f i r s t  j ob . Everythi ng 
e l s e  f o l l ows f rom that . 

Paul s a i d  that the day o f  the L o rd canno t  c ome unt i l f i r s t  thee i s  a major 
" f a l l i ng away . "  The Greek word i s  vou can t e l l f rom the 
p r onunc i a t i on of the word that t h i s  is where we get our Eng l i s h  word , 
apo s t as y . An apostasy i s  a turning away , a defect i on , f rom the t ruth o f  
t he W o rd of  God . But this apostasy r e f e r r ed t o  here i s  t o  b e  a major 
turning away . F rom this s ame root  we get the G reek word f o r  divorce . I n  
an apostasy the t ruth i s  repud i a t ed j u s t  as in a d i v o r c e  a ma r r i age 
partner i s  repud i a t ed . 

I n  1 Tim.  4 : 1 - 3  we have a des c r i p t i on of  what the apostasy wi l l  be  l i ke , 
and o f  s ome of  the things whi ch wi l l  be t aught . See  a l s o 2 T i m .  4 : 3 ,  4 .  
I n  2 Pet . 2 : 1 - 3  we have another des c r i p t i on o f  the apostasy . 

We can s e e  s ome evidence of  this t oday . Ther e  have a l ways been apos t a ­
s i es . And we can s e e  how c ondi t i ons t oday are paving the way f o r  s uch a 
t ime because o f  t he t e r r i b l e l ack o f  Bi b l e  t eaching there i s ,  and the 
f a i l ure of so many to w a l k  in the t ruth . 

One charac t e r i s t i c  of  this f i nal  great apostasy wi l l  be t he appearance of  
"that man of  sin , the s on o f  perdi t i on . "  Faus e t t  s t ated i n  his c omment a r y  
t h a t  a s  Chr i s t  i s  t h e  embodiment of  r i ghteousness , s o  thi s man wi l l  be the 
emb odiment of  s i n . The Greek word here which i s  t rans l at ed " s i n" i s  the 
word f o r  l awl essness . Thi s man of  s i n  wi l l  be one who had contempt f o r  
the l aw ,  and who del i ght s i n  showing hi s contempt b y  h i s  continua l v i o l a ­
t i on of  the l aw .  And i n  context the r e f er ence t o  the l aw mus t b e  the l aw 
o f  God , t he Word of  God . 

He , l i ke Judas ( s ee John 1 7 : 1 2 ) , i s  ca l l ed ,  "the s on o f  perdi t i on . "  Thi s 
means , as Cha r l es Erdman has pointed out , that  he " i s  l os t  and ruined and 
des t i ned t o  destructi on" (p . 8 6) ,  i . e . , e t erna l des t ruc t i on . 

A further des c r i p t i on o f  his a c t i v i t i e s  i s  given i n  verse 4 .  

2 : 4  He "opposeth" a l l that has t o  do w i t h  God . 

vou can s e e  how this i s  being done t oday , and that t he wo r l d  i s  being 
prepared f o r  the reve l a t i on of  this man of  s i n ,  of l awl essnes s . Our 
chi l dren cannot pray in t he pub l i c  scho o l s . The reading o f  t he Bi b l e  i s  
prohi b i t ed .  At t empt s  are  being made t o  get God ' s  Name out o f  t he Scout 
p l edg e ,  or  to expand i t  s o  that i t  is not l imi ted to the God of  Chri s ­
t i ans . At the s ame time we have l ega l i z ed abo r t i on and homos exua l i ty . 
Gove rnments r e f us e  t o  punish c r imina l s ;  we wou l d  rather r ehabi l i ta t e  them . 
And s o  we have a mas s i v e  c rime probl em on our hands . Thi s man of  s i n  wi l l  
f i nd t hat there are mul t i tudes who wi l l  wel c ome him when he appears on the 
s c ene . 

But that i s  not a l l .  He wi l l  even want t o  take God ' s  p l a c e ,  and wi l l  show 
hims e l f  to be  God,  and wi l l  a c c ept (pr obabl y  demand) the worship whi ch 
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b e l ongs t o  God a l one ! 

So  Paul p r edi c t ed by t he Spi r i t  2 , 00 0  years ago the things that we a r e  
seeing take p l ace in o u r  day , n o t  as dominant as they s omeday wi l l  be , but 
they a r e  here nevertheless .  

The men t i on o f  "the t emp l e  of  God" i s  an indi cati on that there w i l l  be  a 
t emp l e  at  that t ime , and s o  i t  wi l l  be rebui l t  s ometime between now and 
then . Most l i k e l y  i t  wi l l  be a f t e r  the raptur e ,  and during the f i r s t  part 
o f  the Day o f  the L o r d ,  o r  the Tribu l a t i on Peri od . Thi s man of  l aw l e s s ­
ness will do s omething t o  show that h e  i s  t he Mes s i a h ,  but , o f  c ours e ,  he 
wi l l  be an impos t o r .  

2 : 5  As Paul spoke o f  thes e things he wanted the Thess a l onian be l i evers t o  
r emembe r  that h e  had t aught them a l l  o f  thi s b e f or e .  H ow imp o r t ant 

it is t hat  we remember the t r ut h .  And we shou l d  be  thank ful that the H o l y  
S p i r i t  has been gi ven t o  u s  f o r  that very purpos e .  C f . John 1 4 : 2 6 .  
Neverthe l es s , we shou l d  be  fai thfully r eading our B i b l es , going where we 
can be inst r uc t ed in t he W o rd of  God , and even memo r i z i ng the Word- - o r  
reading i t  unt i l  i t  i s  inde l i b l y  imprinted upon our minds . I t  i s  s o  easy 
f o r  us to f orget what we have been t aught . 

One t hing that wi l l  he l p  us t o  remember t he truth i s  a det e rmined and 
c on s t ant e f f o r t  on our part  t o  s e e  the p ract i c a l  imp l i ca t i ons o f  the 
t ruth , and then t o  s e e  that i t  bec omes a part  of  our l i ves . 

In  the l i ght o f  a l l that we have s een thus f a r , how imp o r t ant i t  i s  f o r  us 
t o  s e e  that our lives a r e  bui l t  a round and upon the W o rd of God . I t  i s  
not going t o  get e a s i e r  t o  b e  a Chri s t i an ,  and t o  live f o r  the L o rd . In  
f ac t , we are  beginning to  see that i t  wil l be  easy for  us  to  get  into 
legal t rouble if  we  s t and by the W o rd o f  God . We a r e  going to  see in the 
verses that f o l l ow that the Devi l is not yet ab l e  to do a l l that he 
i n t ends t o  do , and wi l l  d o ,  so we need to take advantage of  the l i be r t i e s  
whi ch we s t i l l  have . Even o u r  L o rd s ai d ,  

I mus t  work the works o f  him that s ent me , whi l e  i t  i s  day : 
the night c ometh , when no man can work ( John 9 : 4 ) . 

Not on l y  becaus e of  the brev i t y  and uncert ainty o f  l i f e ,  but becaus e we 
can see the s i gns of  the approaching great apostasy , we need to be busy 
NOW doing t he work that t he Lord has c a l l ed us to do . And l e t  us r emember 
that doing H i s  work inc l udes doing H i s  will in our l i ves . 

Begi nning w i t h  verse 6 the Apost l e  Paul began t o  explain why the Devil has 
not yet been abl e to carry out hi s pl ans a f t e r  almos t  2.000 years . 

2 : 6  Paul ind i c a t ed here that the Thess aloni an church knew why the man o f  
l awl essness had n o t  y e t  appeared o n  the s c ene . And h e  ind i c a t ed what 

he was t a l king about by his use of the word , "wi thholdeth . "  

Thi s word can be t rans l ated in s ev e r a l  ways , a l l  meaning the s ame thing . 
One interpre t a t i on i s  t o  ho l d  down s ecur e l y- - a s  the p o l i c e  do when they 
capture s omeone who is suspected of  c ommi t t i ng a c r ime . His days of 
f reedom are ove r .  H e  can not longer d o  what h e  has been doing , o r  what he 

intended t o  do i f  he i s  t aken before  c ommi t t i ng a crime . The verb means 

t o  hinder. t o  r e s t rain. t o  ho l d  back . 

More than that , we see t hat he will "be reveal ed in h i s  time . "  

Paul was beginning t o  remind us here that a l though the Devil i s  greater 
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than we are , and t hat hi s power i s  greater  than any man or  group o f  men , 
yet he is not greater than God ! 

A f t e r  the Apos t l e  John s p oke of  " the spi r i t  o f  anti chri s t "  ( 1  John 4 : 1 - 3 )  
whi ch he s aid was a l ready in the w o r l d ,  he went on t o  s ay in the next 
verse ( v .  4 ) : 

Ye a r e  of God , l i t t l e  chi l dren , and have overcome them : 
because greater i s  he that i s  in you , than he that i s  in the wor l d .  

Who i s  in us? The H o l y  Spi r i t . Who i s  i n  the w o r l d? The Devi l .  

The t i me wi l l  come when t he man o f  l awl essness wi l l  be revea l ed ,  and when 
he wi l l  exer c i s e  great , demoni c powe r . But that t ime has not yet  c ome . 
The t i me i s  not s e t  by t he Devi l .  I f  i t  had been , the man of  l aw l essness 
wou l d  have c ome l ong ago . No , t he t i me i s  s et by God ! And a l though we 
can see things being prepared , yet as l ong as thi s divine hindrance is in 
e f f e c t  by the power of  the H o l y  Spi r i t , t he Dev i l  is powe r l ess  to b r i ng 
him on the s c ene . 

2 : 7  Paul indi c a t ed i n  t h i s  verse that even in his day there was a s p i r i t  
o f  l aw l essness i n  the wor l d ,  a d e f i ant a t t i tude t oward God , a r e f us a l  

on the p a r t  of  men t o  be l i eve in Chri s t . However , b y  the use of  the word 
"mystery"  he was s aying t hat the w o r l d  is yet to see the powers of evi l in 
act i on as they wi l l  be  s ome day . And in the l at t e r  part  of this verse he 
s a i d  that the one " who now l et t eth" ( the s ame word we had in verse 6 whi ch 
was t rans l ated "wi thhol deth" ) " wi l l  l et unt i l  he be t aken out of  the way . "  

Let me read the verse t o  you as i t  i s  t r ans l at ed in the NASB : 
For  the mys t ery o f  l awl essness i s  a l r eady at  w o rk ; 
onl y he who now restrains wil l  do s o  
unt i l  he i s  t aken out of  t he way . 

Who i s  now r e s t raining evi l , l awl essness? The H o l y S p i r i t  i s .  When wi l l  
"He be  t aken out of  t he way"? I t  s ur e l y  must be when the Church i s  c aught 
up t o  meet the Lord . 

Thi s does not mean that the H o l y Spi r i t  wi l l  no l onger be at  w o rk in the 
wor l d .  We know that p e op l e  wi l l  s t i l l  be  s aved during the Great T r i bu­
l a t i on ,  and no one c an be s aved except through the H o l y  Spi r i t . No , i t  
simp l y  means that f o r  a t ime t he Ho l y  Spi r i t  wi l l  not r e s t rain a s  He has 
rest rained l aw l essness in the past . 

Things are bad now , but do y ou know why they a r e  not much w o rs e? I t  i s  
becaus e the H o l y  Spi r i t  i s  rest r aining t h i s  spi r i t  o f  l aw l essnes s . I f  He 
were not rest raining evi l , man woul d s o on des t roy hims e l f and l i f e  on this 
earth woul d be  ut t e r l y  impos s i b l e .  

What wi l l  happen t hen? 

2 : 8  "And t hen that Lawl ess  One wi l l  be  reveal ed . "  

There have been many di f f e r ent s ugge s t i ons as t o  who this Lawl ess  One wi l l  

be . P e r s ona l l y  I b e l i eve he i s  the Ant i chr i s t . He  wi l l  c l aim t o  be the 

Mess i ah ( whi ch is the meaning of  Chr i s t ) ,  but he wi l l  be  an ANT I -Mes s i a h .  

Ant i  means both i n  p l a c e  of  and agains t . This wi l l  be the l as t  ma j o r  
a t t empt o n  the part  of  Satan t o  t ake t he who l e  w o r l d  away f rom God . 

I doubt i f  anyone has ever read this passage c a r e f u l ly w i t hout wis hing 
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that Paul had s a i d  mo r e .  Actua l l y  he does say mor e ,  but not unt i l  he has 
t o l d  us what the end of the Man of  Lawl essness wi l l  be , how l ong he wi l l  
be ab l e  t o  mai ntain hi s evi l inf l uence on the wor l d ,  and when his dest ruc­
t i on wi l l  take p l ace . In  verses 9 and 1 0  Paul bri e f l y  wi l l  t e l l us what 
the Man of Lawl essnes s ,  the Ant i chri s t ,  wi l l  do . 

From what we l earn f rom the book o f  the Reve l at i on ,  i t  does not appear 
that the Man of  Lawl essness wi l l  come immedi a t e l y  aft e r  the Church i s  
r emoved . The f i rs t  p a r t  of  the T r i bu l a t i on wi l l  be c omparat i ve l y  qui et  
and peaceful . Peop l e  wi l l  be  deceived into thinking that wo r l d  peace has 
actual l y  come . But then the Man of  Sin wi l l  be revea l e d ,  and he wi l l  
c ont inue unt i l  the L o rd Jesus Chr i s t  c omes in H i s  g l ory t o  ru l e  and r e i gn 
upon the earth . The L o rd ( many of the good MSS have , L o rd Jesus ) wi l l  
s l ay him with "the s p i r i t  of hi s mouth , "  and put and end t o  his power and 
inf l uence by H i s  own g l o r i ous appearing . What a day t hat wi l l  be ! 

January 1 0 , 1 9 9 4  

2 : 9  The word f o r  coming in this verse w i t h  ref erence t o  the Man of sin i s  
the s ame word t hat us used again and again f o r  the c oming o f  the L o rd 

Jesus Chr i s t : 

Ther e  s e ems t o  be in the use of  this word the idea that s omeone who has 
been expected,  has  f i na l l y  come . W e  expect the L o rd t o  c ome back because 
it i s  p r ed i c t ed in S c ripture , and we expect the a r ri v a l  of the Man of Sin 
for the s ame reason . Thi s is the idea expressed in Heb . 10 : 3 7 ,  quot ing 
f rom Hab . 2 : 3 ,  4 ,  whe r e  we read , 

For yet a l i t t l e  whi l e ,  and he that sha l l  c ome wi l l  c ome , 
and wi l l  not t a r r y . 

The Habakkuk p a s s age expres s es i t  in a slightly different way: 
Though i t  t a r r y  ( speaking o f  a p r ophet i c  p r omi s e ) , 
wai t f o r  i t ;  because i t  wi l l  s ur e l y  c ome , 
i t  wi l l  not t a r r y . 

S o  we a r e  t o  be  assured t hat just  as we know t hat t he L o rd i s  coming , we 
can be just as sure that the Man of Sin i s  coming . 

The Man of Sin , or  Lawl essnes s , i s  des c r i bed as one whose c oming i s  
" aft e r , "  o r  a c c o rding t o ,  "the w o rking of S a t an . "  I t  has a l s o  been 
t r ans l at e d ,  " whose c oming resu l t s  f r om S a t an ' s  power"  ( Arndt & Ging r i ch ,  
p .  63 5 ) . Just as God s t ands fai thful l y  behind Chr i s t , s o  Satan s t ands 
f a i thful l y  behind the Ant i chri s t . The Spi r i t  of God chooses H i s  w o rds 
careful l y .  He menti oned the Devi l here as Satan,  whi ch means an adver­
s ary.  He  i s  an adversary to  God , to  the purposes of  God , to  the S on of  
God , to  the Word of  God , and to  the peop l e  of  God . S a t an opposes every­
thing t hat has to do with God . And t hen Paul went on to ment i on f our 
part i cul ars  in whi ch we see the work of Satan in t he work of  the Ant i ­
chr i s t  - - three are i n  verse 9 ,  and the f ourth i s  i n  verse 1 0 . 

The f i r s t : "Wi t h  a l l ( kinds of ) power . "  "Al l "  here means a l l  kinds of 
power ( Eadi e ,  p .  2 8 4 ) , and probab l y  app l ies  a l s o  to " s i gns " and " l ying 
wonder s . "  So we c o u l d  read i t , a l l  kinds of pow e r ,  and a l l kinds of 
s igns , and a l l  kinds of  l ying wonder s . 

The power of  the Man of  Sin i s  not divine power , but i t  i s  s uperhuman 
power , power del egated t o  Satan by God . I t  i s  mi r ac l e  w o rking power . S o  
peop l e  who a r e  eas i l y  infl uenced b y  anything mi racul ous wi l l  b e  c onvinced 
in their  hea r t s  that the power of t he Man of  Sin shows t hat he is the t rue 
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Mes s i ah .  Thi s ought t o  be a warning t o  us that mi racul ous and unusua l 
things happening do not p rove t hat t he work i s  of  God . Rememb e r  t hat the 
magi ci ans of  Egypt changed made their  s t aves into snakes , and changed 
w a t e r  into b l oo d ,  and br ought up f rogs out of the waters . But this did 
not  prove that what they did was of  God ! The Devi l has  p ower t o  p e r f o rm 
mi r a c l es . 

The s ec ond : ( A l l ki nds of ) " s i gns . "  Thi s i s  the v e r y  s ame word that i s  
used t o  describe the nature of  o u r  L o rd ' s  mi rac l es .  They were " s i gns , "  
i . e . , H i s  cr edent i a l s ,  p r o o f  that He was the Son of  God . The Man of  Sin 
is going to have the s ame purpose in His mi rac l es ,  an a t t empt to prove 
t hat he is  the p e r s on t hat he c l aims to  be , the Mes s i a h .  H e  i s  a mes s i ah 
a l l  r i ght , but a f a l s e  one . 

The t hi rd :  ( A l l ki nds o f ) " l ying wonders . "  Just a s  " a l l "  s e ems t o  b e l ong 
t o  a l l  three o f  thes e words , s o  Frame ( p .  2 6 9 )  be l i eves that " l ying" a l s o  
bel ongs with a l l three . Thi s wou l d  not deny t he r ea l i t y  of  the things 
whi ch the Man of Sin wi l l  do , but i t  shows the purp os e .  And here we l ea rn 
that t he mi racul ous t hings whi ch the Man o f  Sin wi l l  be capab l e  of  doing , 
and doing over and over agai n ,  whi ch wi l l  caus e p e op l e  t o  wonder , t o  
marv e l , wi l l  b e  f o r  the s o l e  purpose o f  deceiving a s  many peop l e  a s  he 
can . The word "wonders"  c ontains t he idea that i t  i s  s omething s o  
s t rang e ,  s o  phenomena l ,  that peop l e  cannot he l p  but n o t i c e  what the Man o f  
S i n  i s  doing . 

So  a l l  of  thes e words a c t ua l l y  describe mi r ac l es ! Three words are  used t o  
describe thei r cha r a c t e r  and purpose . 

We have a s t a t ement in t he o l i v et D i s course o f  our L o rd whi ch speaks o f  
this very thing which wi l l  be s een f i na l l y  i n  the Ant i chri s t . See Mat t .  
2 4 : 2 4 ,  

For  there sha l l a r i s e  f a l s e  Chri s t s , and f a l s e  p r ophet s ,  
and sha l l  shew great s i gns and wonde rs ; 
ins omuch that , i f  i t  were p o s s i b l e ,  
they wou l d  deceive the very e l ect . 

I t  i s  interesting t o  see that t he Apos t l e  Pet er , speaking in Jerusal em on 
t he Day of Pentecos t , reported in Acts 2 ,  had this t o  s ay about our L o rd : 

Ye men o f  I s rae l , hear thes e words ; Jesus o f  N a z areth , 
a man appr oved of  God among you by mi r ac l es and wonders and s i gns , 
whi ch God did by him in the midst of  y o u ,  
as ye  yours e l ves a l s o  know ( Ac t s  2 : 2 2 ) .  

So  a l s o  o f  this i s  recorded t o  make us know that Satan and a l l  that he 
does is intended to a t t ract  and to deceive those who watch what he does . 

But l et us go  on t o  v e r s e  1 0  t o  s e e  the f ourth thing that the Apos t l e  Paul 
had t o  say about this Man of  Sin . 

2 : 10 The fourth : "And w i t h  a l l  deceivabl eness of  unr i ght eousness in t hem 
that p e r i sh . "  Again " a l l "  wou l d  mean , a l l  kinds of . 

Thi s s t a t ement i s  more comp rehensive t han the others bec aus e i t  s e ems t o  
b e  a des c r i p t i on of  a l l that the Man o f  S i n  wi l l  do , i t s  charac t e r , and 
i t s  purpo s e . 

The purp ose of  our L o rd ' s  mi rac l es was a l ways good , r i ghteous , and h o l y .  
H i s  purpose was t o  bring peop l e  t o  Hims e l f s o  that they woul d t rust in Him 
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and become righteous in the s i ght of  God . That i s  not t rue of  the mi racu­
l ous wo rks of  the Man of  Sin . They c ome out o f  an evi l  heart , are  
unr ight e ous in cha r a c t e r ,  and designed t o  keep peopl e away f rom God . 
Li s t en t o  what J ohn Eadi e wrote about the Man o f  Sin : 

The decei t i s  charact eri z ed by unrighteousnes s ,  o r  i t  l eads t o  i t  . . .  ; 
i t s  ut t er l y  iniquit ous nature may be speci a l l y  dwe l t  on . The L aw l ess 
one i s  who l l y  iniquit ous and decei t f u l ; he l i ves in gui l e ,  and t hat 
gui l d  is ever hos t i l e  to r i ghteousness .  He does his work by s educ­
t i on and l ying , both in the f a l s e  wonders and a l s o  in every p o s s i b l e  
f o rm o f  wi cked impos ture . Ther e  i s  thus a t e r ri b l e  accumu l a t i on o f  
epithets thr oughout this parag raph- - a  man of  s i n , a counter-God , 
mys t e r y  of  iniqui t y ,  l awl ess  one , w o rking of  Sa t an , f a l s e  mi rac l es ,  
and every s o r t  of  iniquit ous decei t .  No  wonder that perdi t i on and 
thor ough des t ru c t i on are a s s o c i ated with them . But this deceit  o f  
unr i ghteousness does not prevai l over every c l as s ; i t  has e f f i cacy 
on l y - - . . .  " f o r  those t hat are peri shing" ( pp . 2 8 5 , 2 8 6 ) . 

The w o r l d  s e ems t o  be get ting prepa red f o r  s uch an impos t o r . Sin i s  
becoming more preval ent and b r a z en . Peop l e  g l ory i n  their shame . W e  
p r obab l y  cannot rea l l y  know how degrading and p o l l uting wi l l  be  t h e  e f f ect  
of  what t he Man o f  Sin wi l l  do . He wi l l  pretend to  be the Chri s t ,  but hi s 
inf l uence wi l l  be just as di f f er ent f rom our L o rd ' s  inf l uence as any thing 
coul d p o s s i b l y  be . 

We need t o  notice  the who l es ome , c l eans ing , god l y  e f f e c t  our Lord had upon 
peop l e .  He did not push peop l e  f a rther into s i n ;  He a l ways brought them 
out , or sought t o .  N o  one was ever worse o f f  because o f  t he inf l uence our 
L o rd had on them; they were a l ways bet t e r , or had the oppo r t uni t y  to be . 
But that wi l l  not be the case w i t h  the Man o f  Sin . He wi l l  be the p e r s on­
i f i ca t i on of  evi l , and his purpose wi l l  be the moral  ruin and et e rnal 
des t ru c t i on of  everyone who turns t oward him . 

Wi l l  you not i ce how Paul speaks of  peop l e here who do not know t he L o rd . 
He says l i t .  that they are pe ri shing !  Our L o rd did not say t hat they wi l l  
be c ondemned , but that they a r e  "condemned a l r eady . "  

Why a r e  they p e r i shing? "Because they received not the l ove of  the t ruth , 
t hat  they might be saved . "  

Eadi e s a i d  that " the l ove of  the t ruth" i s  " the l ove that has the t ruth 
for i t s  o b j e c t "  ( p .  2 87 ) .  "The t ruth" here i s  t he Gospe l ! Peop l e  do not 
have to be vi o l ent l y  opposed to t he t ruth . They c an be indi f f e rent t o  the 
truth . Or they can be t o l e rant of  the t ruth , and even symp athet i c  with i t  
i n  many ways . But they need t o  l ove i t ,  t o  p r e f e r  i t  above a l l  e l s e ,  and 
t o  embrace i t  f o r  thems e l ves i f  they are t o  be saved . 

Paul was not saying that a l l  unsaved peop l e  wi l l  be f i na l l y  c ondemned at 
this t i me . He was speaking of  peop l e  who s t eadf a s t l y  r e f us ed to have 
anything to do w i t h  the Gospel and w i t h  Chri st . Remembe r  that Paul was 
s peaking of  an ext ended period of  time , the Day of the L o rd , which wi l l  
l as t  f o r  s even years . And s o  he was s aying that peop l e  who do not receive 
the l ove of  the t ruth wi l l  peri s h ;  they wi l l  not be s aved . 

And this i s  where God wi l l  s t ep i n ,  a s  we see in verse 1 1 . 

2 : 11 "God sha l l s end them s t rong del u s i on . "  Just a s  God works in the 
hearts of peop l e s o  that t hey wi l l  bel i eve , we see here that there 

c an come a t ime in peop l e ' s  l i ves when God makes it impos s i b l e for them 
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ever t o  be l i eve . And when He does that , t he evidence i s  that they wi l l  
t urn t o  e r r o r  with the s ame kind of  l ove w i t h  whi ch t hey shou l d  have 
turned to the Gospel . 

For  God t o  " s end them s t rong de l us i on"  means t hat there wi l l  be an inner 
work of  e r r o r  s o  that they wi l l  be l i ev e , l i t . , the l i e !  What is the l i e?  
I t  i s  that  the Ant i chri s t  i s  the Chri s t . Imagine ! Peopl e wi l l  turn t o  
thi s  ext r eme l y  wi cked man who c o r rupts everything and everyone he t ouches , 
and they wi l l  t urn away f r om the ho l y ,  spo t l es s , Son of  God . Inst ead of  
being l ike our L o rd who l oved right eousness and hated iniqui ty,  they wi l l  
f o l l ow a man who l oves inigui ty and hates right eousness . 

And what i s  God ' s  purpose in a l l  of  thi s ?  Look a t  v e r s e  1 2 . 

2 : 1 2 "Tha t "  means in order t hat . "That they a l l  might be damned who 
be l i eved not t he t ruth , but had p l easure in unr i ghteousnes s . "  The re 

is a high p r i c e  to be paid for l oving sin inst ead of l oving the Gospe l . 

Peop l e  who s ay t hat God i s  t o o  good ever t o  s end anyone t o  hel l ,  need t o  
read 2 The s s a l oni ans 2 !  H e  i s  good , infini t e l y  good , but s o  good that He 
c annot l o ok upon s i n . And s o  when peop l e  r e j e c t  the t ruth , there i s  no 
que s t i on as to what is going to happen to them . And n o t i c e  that Paul s a i d  
" a l l " !  There wi l l  on l y  be one way then t o  e s c ap e  et e rna l damnat i on ,  there 
is on l y  one way now , and there never has been but one way . Chr i s t  i s  t hat  
way ! So even peop l e  whom the wor l d  might think of  a s  good , wi l l  be damned 
a l ong w i t h  those who are obvi ous l y  very evi l . "Al l "  means ML the r e  
wi l l  b e  no e x c e p t i ons . 

Conc l : This i s  one o f  the most s o l emni z ing pas s ages in the B i b l e .  And 
whi l e  i t  app l i es t o  a t ime yet  t o  c ome , we a l l  need t o  pay speci a l  

a t t en t i on t o  the warning . W e  need t o  make sure that w e  l ove the t ruth , 
that we l ove the Gospel , that we l ove the L o rd Jes us Chri s t . And one o f  
the g r e a t es t  p r o o f s  that w e  d o  wi l l  b e  that w e  l ove right eousness , and 
hate s in . 

But there i s  another t hing that this chap t e r  shou l d  do f o r  us . I t  ought 
to give us a greater  des i r e  to t e l l others about the Savi o r .  Most o f  us 
are  gui l t y of f a i l ing in thi s . I t  i s  imp o r t ant f o r  us t o  l i ve a s  God ' s  
peop l e shou l d  l i ve , but we a l s o need t o  get our mouths open t o  t e l l p e op l e  
o f  Chr i s t , and t o  warn them t o  f l ee f rom t he wrath t o  c ome . For  the 
present God i s  t o l erat ing a l ot o f  t e r ri b l e s i n . But i t  wi l l  not a l ways 
be that way in our country . The day wi l l  c ome when with us , as i t  was 
with the Canaani tes , our cup wi l l  be f u l l of  ini qui t y .  And when that 
happens , peop l e wi l l  l ea rn that God i s  God , and that He is a ho l y  God Who 
j udges s i n . I f  the r ea l i t y  of a l l of t h i s  were r e a l l y  impressed upon our 
heart s ,  we p robab l y  wou l d  have t roub l e  s l eeping at  ni ght whi l e  any of our 
l oved ones are wi thout Chri s t . Let  us pray that the L o rd wi l l  enab l e  us 
t o  s peak H i s  W o rd w i t h  b o l dnes s . That i s  the way t hey prayed in the ear l y  
Church . The resu l t  was that t hey were f i l l ed with the Ho l y  Spi ri t , and 
spoke the Word of God w i t h  b o l dnes s . The resul t was they s aw God doing 
many wonderful  t hings a s  He t ook the W o rd through thei r mouths t o  t ouch 
the l i ves of  other and bring them to H i s  S on . And i t  c an happen again . 
May God be p l eased t o  use us as He has used His p e op l e  i n  the past . 

January 1 7 , 1 9 9 4  

W e  c ome now t o  the s e c ond part  o f  chap t e r  2 ,  and what f o l l ows i s  i n  the 
greatest  pos s i b l e  cont r a s t  with what Paul had just w r i t t en :  
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V I . THANKSGIVING ( 2  Thess . 2 : 1 3 ,  1 4 ) .  

2 : 1 3 The f i r s t  word in this v e r s e  int r oduces a contras t .  A great host 
of  peop l e  wi l l  never accept the t ruth of  the Gospel , and , conse­

quent l y ,  they wi l l  " pe r i sh , "  they wi l l  " be damned" -- s t rong wo rds , but 
t rue words , and words int ended t o  awaken any who p r e s ent l y  ( whenever t h i s  
epi s t l e  might be read ) c ontinue t o  dis obey t h e  t ruth . Nothing worse c ou l d  
happen t o  anyone , and we need t o  r emember that every day peop l e  a re g oing 
out into et ernity to " peri sh" et e rna l l y .  

"But " that wou l d  not be  t rue o f  the peop l e  t o  whom Paul was w r i t ing . They 
had b e l i eved the t ruth of the Gospel . They were a part  of  "the church" 
whi ch was "in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Chr i s t . "  They were the 
peop l e  of God , and the i r  l i ves were p r o o f  that t hey r e a l l y  knew the L o r d ,  
as we l ea rned i n  chap t e r  1 .  

The "we" i s  emphat i c ,  and s t ands at  t he beginning o f  the v e r s e  in the 
Greek t e x t . I t was I i k e  Paul was s aying , "We of  a l l  peopl  e ,  and more t han 
anyone e l s e ,  ' are bound t o  give thanks a l way t o  God f o r  you . ' "  And t hen 
he went on t o  speak of  what God had done in the i r  s a l vat i on . 

Paul used a l mo s t  the s ame words in 1 : 3  where he f i rs t  expres s ed the f a c t , 
t hat  he a l s o  expressed here , that they owed God a great debt of  p r a i s e  and 
g r a t i tude f o r  thos e who be l i eved in Thes s a l oni c a .  

W e  don ' t  know how the Thess a l oni ans f e l t  about the i r  s a l v a t i on , but i t  
wou l d  have been understandab l e  i f  they had wanted t o  give Paul t hanks f o r  
c oming t o  Thess a l on i c a  w i t h  the Gosp e l . But Paul d i d  not encourage t hat , 
nor did he f e e l  that way in hi s own hear t . Neither did he thank them f o r  
being receptive t o  the Gospel when others r e j ected i t ,  and opposed him and 
his c o -worker s . Paul gave a l l  o f  the prai s e ,  and he did i t  a l l  of the 
time , to God ! Paul was God ' s  inst rument , but God did the work ! The 
peop l e did be l i eve ,  but , as we a r e  going t o  f ind out now , i t  was the 
outworking of  what God had det ermined to be done " f r om the beginning . "  
And now we are  going t o  see what Paul b e l i eved and t aught about the 
s a l v a t i on of  a l l  who ever have been or ever wi l l  be saved . They were 
" chos en" by God . 

And then he addressed them as "bel oved o f  the L o rd , "  meaning t hat they 
were a p e op l e  l oved by the L o rd . B e f o r e  in the epi s t l e  Paul had c a l l ed 
t hem " br ethren . "  See 1 : 3  and 2 : 1 .  And a f t e r  thi s he wou l d  cont inue t o  
c a l l them "brethren . "  See 2 : 1 5 ;  3 : 1 ,  6 ,  1 3 . But here i t  i s  "bel oved of  
the L o rd"  becaus e t he reason that they were s aved was becaus e of  t he 
spec i a l  l ove whi ch God had f o r  t hem . Thei r s a l v a t i on was not due t o  the 
f ac t  that God saw that they wou l d  be l i eve . Nor was i t  because He saw 
s omething good in them that He did not see in other peop l e .  I f  you want 
to know why God has chosen us , the answer is because He l oved us . Why He 
woul d l ove us , we do not know -- but that is t he reason . And t he l onger 
we know the L o rd , and the more we l earn about Him, the more we are  ama z ed 
that He wou l d  ever l ove us . 

L e t  us r emember that the doct rine of  e l ect i on i s  not just  a NT doctrine , 
but i t  i s  an OT and a NT doctrine . And there a r e  two very interest ing 
verses in Deut . 7 whi ch a t t empt to expl ain why God has chosen those whom 
He has chos en . I am sp eaking of  Deut . 7 : 7  and 8 .  L i s t en t o  what i t  says . 
God was speaking t o  the p e op l e  o f  I s rael  through Moses : 

The L o rd did not s e t  hi s l ove upon you , nor cho o s e  you , 
becaus e ye  were more in numb e r  t han any p e op l e ;  
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f o r  ye were the f ewest of  a l l peop l e :  
But becaus e t he L o rd l oved you , 
and because he wou l d  keep the oath whi ch he hath sworn 
unt o  y our f athers , hath the L o rd br ought y ou out 
w i t h  a mi ght hand , and redeemed you out of  the hous e of  bondmen , 
f rom the hand of  Pha r a oh king o f  Egypt . 

Now you can answer the que s t i on f o r  yours e l f .  Why did t he L o rd l ove them? 
He l oved them because He l oved them , and w o u l d  not break H i s  oath . 

I t  i s  imposs i b l e t o  exp l ain l ov e . Two p e op l e  wi l l  f a l l in  l ove , and 
p erhaps t he i r  f r i ends wi l l  say , "What can she s ee in him? " ,  or "Why wou l d  
he f a l l f o r  her ? "  W e  have t o  s ay the s ame thing about God ' s  l ove f o r  us , 
don ' t  we? "Why wou l d  He l ove me?" "Why would He l ov e  you? " I t  i s  a 
mys t e r y  t o  us ! But we need t o  r e j o i c e  in this that , whi l e  we can ' t  
e x p l ain i t  even t o  ours e l ves , yet  we know that i t  i s  t rue . And t he very 
f oundat i on of  our s a l v a t i on rests not upon our l ove for God , but upon His 
l ov e  f o r  us . How we ought t o  t reasure those words : "Bel oved of  God . "  
Nothing i s  more ama z ing ; nothing i s  more wonde r f u l . And i t  i s  r e a l l y  
t rue . God l ov e s  us , and H e  gave H i s  Son t o  d i e  f o r  us . S o  thi s i s  f a r  
more t han any human l ove you wi l l  ever s e e ;  this i s  divine l ov e ,  an 
unchanging l ove , a powerful l ov e ,  an eve r l a s t ing l ove . Human l ove may at  
times f l uctua t e ,  but divine l ove never does ! 

And s o  i t  i s  becaus e God l oves us t hat He has chos en us . And , as this 
verse t e l l s  us , He has " chosen us to s a l va t i on . "  

Now when anyone t e l l s  you that e l e c t i on has nothing t o  do with who i s  
being saved , take them t o  1 Thes s . 2 : 1 3 .  I f  w o rds mean anything a t  a l l ,  
then we are  chosen t o  be saved . That i s  the purpose o f  God ' s  cho i c e  o f  
us . He  has n o t  det e rmined t o  s ave everybody , but H e  wi l l  save those whom 
He has chos en . That i s  very c l ear in this vers e . 

The word that 
e l e c t i on , and 
epi s t l es .  I t  
verb o...\?�v..; 
s e l f .  

Paul used here i s  di f f e rent f r om t he ordinary word f o r  
this i s  the on l y  p l ace wher e  Paul has used thi s word in his 
is the word e,.'!;"o...T W , a thi rd person s i ngu l ar aori s t  of  the 
I t  a c t ua l l y  means t hat He has t aken us , t aken us f o r  Him-

The t hought in this word is i l l us t ra t ed by what the L o rd s aid about I s ra e l  
i n  I s a . 43 : 1 :  

But now thus s a i t h  t he L o rd that created thee , 0 Jacob , 
and he that f o rmed thee , 0 I s ra e l , 
Fear not : f o r  I have redeemed the e ,  
I have cal l ed t hee b y  thy name : thou art mine . 

Evi dent l y  the L o r d  l oves t o  say that about y ou and me : " Thou a r t  mi ne . "  
And we ought t o  l ove t o  s a y , " I  am H i s . "  That i s  a mi r ac l e  of  grac e .  W e  
have a hymn whi ch expres s es that , d on ' t  we? 

Loved with everl a s t i ng l ove , l ed by grace that l ov e  t o  know ; 
Spi ri t , breathing f rom above , Thou has t  t a ught me i t  i s  s o ! 
Oh , thi s ful l and perfect  peace ! Oh , this t r ansport a l l  divine ! 
In  a l ove whi ch cannot ceas e ,  I am H i s , and H e  i s  mine . 

But when did He choo s e  us? When did He begin t o  l ove us? Paul s a i d  here 

that it was " f rom the beginning . "  Thi s means that b e f o r e  there was s uch a 

thing as time , before  the c r ea t i on of  the wor l d ,  back in what we speak of 

as e t e rni ty past ( f or  want of  a b e t t e r  exp r e s s i on ) , God chos e us , God s e t  
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H i s  l ove upon us . He  determined t hen that you and I wou l d  be saved . 

Thi s i s  what Paul t o l d  the Ephesi an church : c f . Eph .  1 : 3 - 6 .  

Thi s i s  a l s o what Paul t o l d  Timothy : cf . 2 Tim . 1 : 8 ,  9 .  

So  the L o rd did not choo s e  us when we decided t o  be l i eve in Chri s t . He 
chos e us bef o r e  there was a wor l d ,  a uni vers e .  I n  H i s  omni s c i ence He 
l ooked down t hrough t ime to see us , and in His omn i p o t ence He has now 
accomp l i shed f o r  a l l  of  us what He detemined to do " be f o r e  t he w o r l d  
began . "  

I can underst and why peop l e  have t roub l e  be l i eving t hi s . In  f a c t , there 
are many of  the L o rd ' s  peop l e who don ' t  b e l i eve in i t . But l e t us not 
cast thi s a s i d e , or  try to expl ain i t  s ome other way . When we see and 
under s t and the doct rine of e l ect i o n ,  then we wi l l  unders t and why Paul was 
s o  ins i s t ent upon giving God thanks . The doctrine of  e l e c t i on has t o  be 
t rue because i t  f o rever deni es us the r i ght to c ongra t u l a t e  our s e l ves 
becaus e we are saved , and it makes us r e a l i z e that our s a l v a t i on is 
t raceab l e  to the l ove o f  God and the grace of  God and the wi s dom of  God 
and the power of  God - - a l l  expl aining why we a r e  saved ! I f  Paul a l ways 
gave t hanks f o r  t he s a l v a t i on of  the The s s a l oni an bel i ever s , I am sure 
that he did the s ame thing about hi s own s a l va t i on ,  and we ought t o  do the 
s ame about our s a l va t i on . I f  you haven ' t  done that t oday , be sure that 
you do i t  before  you go  to bed t oni ght . 

But we a r e  not f i ni shed w i t h  thi s v e r s e  yet , and we s t i l l  have v e r s e  1 4  t o  
c ome . 

We a r e  " chosen t o  s a l v a t i on through sanc t i f i c a t i on of the Spi rit and 
be l i ef of the truth . "  What does this t e l l us about our s a l va t i on? 

When I f i r s t  began t o  see this great t ruth I thought that Paul had men­
t i oned thes e two t ruths in t he reverse order f rom what we experience them . 
And the r e  wou l d  be nothing wrong w i t h  that . We are  s anc t i f i ed a f t e r  we 
be l i eve the t ruth . But I don ' t  be l i eve that anymo r e . I be l i eve t hat Paul 
was teaching t he Thes s a l oni an be l i evers t he r e a l  order in whi ch God works 
in our l i ves . 

I am sure that we a l l know , o r  we shou l d  know , that s a l v a t i on i s  a work of  
the H o l y Spi r i t . Our L o rd t o l d  Ni codemus that to  be born aga i n ,  o r  born 
f r om above , is to be born of  water and the Spi r i t  -- by t he W o rd and t he 
Spi ri t . He t o l d  Ni codemus that i t  was just as mys t e r i ous as the b l owing 
of  the wind . We can ' t  t e l l whe re the Spi r i t  came f r om t o  us , nor whe re He 
wi l l  go  next in s aving s omeone e l s e . But i t  is c l ea r  that no one is ever 
saved except by the Spi ri t . 

Now the bas i c  meaning o f  the word s anc t i f i ca t i on i s  t hat  we are  s e t  apa r t , 
s e t  apart  for  God . And this work of  the Spi r i t  in whi ch He s e t s  us  apart 
f o r  God a l ways p r ecedes our be l i eving . W e  are dead in t r espasses and 
s i ns , and dead peop l e  don ' t  do anything . Before L a z a rus c ou l d  hear the 
L o rd and before  He c ou l d  c ome out of the t omb , he had to be  given l i f e .  
He did not receive l i f e  by coming out ; he came out becaus e he had l i f e .  
I n  the s ame way you and I do not be l i ev e  on the L ord J es us Chr i s t  b e f o r e  
w e  have s p i r i tual  l i f e ;  that i s  impos s i b l e .  W e  bel i eve becaus e the Spi r i t  
o f  G o d  has done a work in our hear t s , s e t t ing u s  apart f o r  God , giving us 
l i f e ,  s o  that our be l i eving in Chr i s t  i s  the f i r s t  thing we do a f t e r  we 
have been s aved . Thi s does not mean that the Spi r i t ' s  work and our 
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bel i eving are days apart , or  hours apart , o r  even mi nutes apart . In  f act , 
t hey a r e  a l mos t s imul t aneous , but the Spi r i t  has t o  do H i s  work f i rs t , o r  
w e  woul d never be l i eve . W e  wou l d  b e  incapab l e  of  bel i eving . 

L e t  me give you a coup l e  of  very f ami l i a r  verses whi ch t e a ch the s ame 
thing : J ohn 1 : 1 2 ,  1 3 . ( Read . ) "Whi ch were born" i s  spoken of  a s  s ome­
thing whi ch t ook p l ace before  the p e op l e  b e l i eved . L e t  me be p e r f ec t l y  
c l ea r  on thi s . No  one i s  ever s aved who does not a l s o be l i eve in the L o rd 
Jesus Chri s t . But the S c riptures c l ea r l y  indi c a t e  t hat God works f i rs t  in 
our hearts by the Spi r i t ,  and He is the One Who brings us to f a i t h  in 
Chri s t . Thi s is why you and I can ' t  even take credit f o r  our f ai t h . W e  
are  n o t  adding that l as t  thing t o  the work of  Chr i s t  that needs t o  b e  done 
b e f o r e  we can saved . Fai t h  i s  God ' s  g i f t  t o  us , and t he evi dence that He 
has done a work in our hearts is that we b e l i eve in Chri s t . 

H owever , l et us a l s o r emember 
does not end when we be l i eve . 
on a s  the H o l y  Spi r i t  enab l es 
l i ke the L o rd Jesus Chri s t . 

that this s anc t i f y ing work of  the S p i r i t  
That w o r k  i s  onl y s t a r t e d ,  and i t  continues 

us to grow and t o  become more ho l y ,  mo r e  

But now Pau l comp l etes t h e  s t a t ement of  o u r  s a l vat i on i n  v e r s e  1 4  - - and 
l et us remember that a l l  of thi s i s  in the cont ext  o f  Paul prais ing God . 
I f  our bel i eving br ought us s a l va t i on ,  then he wou l d  have had t o  give s ome 
c r edi t t o  the The s s a l oni ans , and we woul d be ab l e  t o  take s ome of  the 
g l ory f o r  our s e l ves as we l l .  But we can ' t  take the c redit f o r  ours e l ves ; 
i t  a l l  bel ongs t o  God , and we need t o  thank Him every day that our s a l v a ­
t i on i s  a l l H i s  work . 

2 : 1 4  W e  have l ea rned in v e r s e  1 3  that God has chosen us , and that the 
Spi r i t  has s e t  us apart and br ought us to f a i t h ,  f a i t h  in Chri s t ,  

but thee are s t i l l  two things that we need t o  know about our s a l vat i on ;  
1 )  Why w e  c ame t o  the L o rd i n  the f i r s t  p l ace . 
2 )  What the g o a l  of  our s a l vat i on i s .  
Both of  thes e are  g i v en t o  us in this f ourt eenth v e rs e .  

Why did we f i rs t  become interested i n  God? Why did we f i rs t  get c oncerned 
about our sins? That , t o o , was a work of God . Paul s ays that i t  was 
becaus e God " ca l l ed" us . 

When our L o rd was here on earth He s a i d ,  " No man can c ome t o  me . . . •• ( J ohn 
6 : 4 4 ) . God draws us by c a l l ing us . We become aware of the f act that God 
is dea l ing with us . The Gospel  begins t o  become imp o r t ant t o  us , and i t  
a l s o begins t o  make s ens e . W e  s t art  t o  s e e  our s e l ves a s  s inne rs under the 
j udgment of  God , and yet we l ea rn that the s ame God Who is our Judge has 
a l s o  provided a way to escape that j udgment . He s ent H i s  Son to take our 
pena l ty so that we might be s aved f rom j udgment . And s o  we r e a l i z e  t hat 
He is  c a l l ing us . 

B i b l e teachers and theol ogi ans have hi s t or i ca l l y  s a i d  that there a r e  two 
kinds of  c a l l s ,  i . e . , c a l l s  of  God : 
1 )  A general  c a l l in whi ch a l l  peop l e  are  urged to  b e l i eve in Chri s t  and 

t o  turn t o  God f o r  the f orgiveness of their s i ns . And this i s  why we 
say , "Who$s oever . "  

But then there i s  a l s o : 
2 )  The e f f ectual  c a l l ,  or  we can a l s o  sp eak of  i t  as the e f f e c t i v e  c a l l .  

This i s  the c a l l o f  God which i s  given t o  those whom the L o rd intends 
t o  s ave . And this i s  what Paul was sp eaking of when he wrote that God 
has c a l l ed us by the Gospe l . 
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A pas t o r , or an evange l i s t ,  can s t and before  a group o f  p e op l e  and i s s ue a 
general  ca l l  f o r  p e op l e  t o  be saved . Howev e r , whi l e  many wi l l  hear that 
ca l l ,  and go away wi thout t rust ing Chri s t , that  gene r a l  ca l l  can become an 
e f f e c t i v e  c a l l when God begins to deal with an ind i v i dua l , or individua l s , 
f o r  the purpose of  saving them . 

O r  you can t e l l another p e r s on about Chr i s t  many t imes , and they wi l l  not 
bel i eve . But then there can be that speci a l  time when you give them the 
s ame Gospe l , but they do b e l i eve . They t rust in Chri s t  and a r e  saved . 

I say this because we can ' t  give up on anybody unt i l  they di e .  W e  don ' t  
know who i s  going t o  be l i eve , and who wi l l  never be l i eve . So  we keep 
giving the Gospel , t rusting the L ord t o  use His Word a c c o rding t o  H i s  own 
wi l l ,  and f o r  H i s  own g l o ry . But we a l ways need t o  r emember that we don ' t  
make peop l e  come . God ca l l s them, and when He c a l l s  in a par t i cul a r  and 
personal way, THEY ALWAYS COME ! Thi s i s  why we sp eak of  i r res i s t i b l e 
grac e .  I t  i s  not becaus e peop l e  are  saved against their  wi l l ,  but becaus e 
when God ' s  t ime has c ome f o r  a p e r s on t o  be s aved , he s enses the c a l l o f  
God , and a l l res i s t ance sudden l y  goes away , and he be l i eves in Chri s t . 
Our p a r t  i s  t o  p r each the Gospe l , t o  ca l l  a l l  peop l e  everywhere t o  r ep en­
t ance ; but God is the One Who moves upon peop l e ' s  hear t s  so that they come 
t o  Chri s t  and are saved . 

But what i s  the object  of  a l l  of  thi s ?  what i s  God doing in the l i ves of  
those o f  us  who are s aved? 

He is keeping us f r om going to he l l !  That is r i ght , but that i s  not the 
main purpose of  our s a l v a t i on . He  is making sure that we wi l l  be in 
heaven s ome day . That i s  right a l s o , but nei ther i s  that the main purpose 
of  our s a l va t i o n .  What did Paul say in this f ourt eenth verse? He s a i d  
that we are  c a l l ed " t o  the obtai ning o f  t he g l ory of  o u r  L o rd J es us 
Chr i s t . "  What does this mean? 

The g l ory of God , or the g l ory of the L o rd Jesus Chri s t ,  i s  what God i s ;  
i t  i s  what Chr i s t  i s . So  t o  obtain the gl ory of  our L o rd Jesus Chr i s t  
means that i t  i s  God ' s  p l an f o r  us t o  acqui re the l i keness o f  Chri s t . the 
Apos t l e  John s a i d  that " we sha l l  be  l i ke Him , " s peaking of  Chr i s t . Paul 
t o l d  the Roman church that we are  "predest ined to be  c onf o rmed to the 
image of his Son , "  that i s ,  God ' s  S on . 

And s o  s a l vat i on i s  that work of God where through f a i t h  in Chr i s t  we are  
to  be changed f rom what we have been , and we wi l l  be made l i ke Chri s t . We 
wi l l  never be Dei t y ;  that is not the point . But we are going to take on 
in a more l imi ted way the very cha r a c t e r  and l i keness of Chri s t . How 
amaz ing ! We wou l d  never have p l anned f o r  s a l v a t i on t o  be l i ke t hi s ! Thi s 
i s  t ru l y  more t han we woul d ever ask f o r , or  t hink o f  as a p o s s i bi l i t y . 
So  when the Devi l t empted Eve t o  eat o f  the f o rbi dden f ru i t , and t o l d  her 
that if she wou l d ,  she wou l d  be l i ke God , indi c a t i ng that God didn ' t  want 
her t o  be l i ke He i s ,  he was t e l l ing the worst  l i e  that he c ou l d  pos s i b l y  
t e l l her ! God does want us t o  be  l i ke He i s . He wants us t o  be l i ke H i s  
Son . And this i s  the who l e  purpose of  our s a l va t i on .  

But I can ' t  l eave thi s v e r s e  wi thout r eminding you that this change 
gradua l l y  takes p l ace w i t h  a l l  of us through s p i r i t u a l  growth . Thi s i s  
why w e  want t o  l ea rn more about our B i b l es be caus e our B i b l es t e l l us 
about God , and what we need t o  be and do i f  we are  t o  be l i ke He i s . 

Paul has expres s ed this in a v e r s e  we f ind in 2 Co rinthians . The verse i s  
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2 Corinthi ans 3 : 1 8 .  I t  r eads l i ke this in the KJV : 
But we a l l ,  w i t h  open f a c e  
beho l ding as in a g l a s s  the g l ory o f  t he L o rd , 
are  changed int o t he s ame image f rom g l ory t o  g l ory 
even as by the Spi r i t  o f  the L o rd . 

I wish I c o u l d c ombine ideas f rom vari ous t rans l at i ons t o  he l p  you t o  see 
what is  in thi s very imp o r t ant v e rs e .  Let me t r y . 

In  that third chap t e r  o f  2 Corinthians Paul had been speaking of  the time 
when Moses had been up in the mount w i t h  the L o rd , and c ame down w i t h  hi s 
f a c e  shining , r e f l e c t ing the g l ory of  God . But t he p e op l e  c ou l d  not l ook 
on hi s f a c e  i t  was s o  bri ght , and s o  he put a vei l over h i s  f a c e  when he 
spoke with them . But now we l ook upon the g l ory of  our L o rd , not s eeing 
the bri ghtness of  H i s  g l ory in p e r s on ,  but we see H i s  g l ory in the W o rd . 
That i s  the g l as s ,  o r  mi r r o r  that Paul was sp eaking about . And the resu l t  
o f  c ontinua l l y  l ooking upon the L o rd i n  the Word , l ea rning o f  Him,  and by 
the Spi ri t , s eeking to be l i ke Him, we a r e , as the NIV says , " being 
t rans f o rmed i n t o  His l i kenes s w i t h  ever- inc reas ing g l o ry . "  

I don ' t  usua l l y  use the RSV because i t  i s  s o  unr e l i ab l e  
but I l i ke the t r ans l at i on that i s  given t o  thi s v e rs e . 
r eads in p a rt , " And we a l l  . . .  are  being changed i n t o  h i s  
degree o f  g l ory t o  another . . .  •• 

in many p l a c e s , 
I n  the RSV i t  

l i keness f r om one 

You s e e ,  t he change that t he Lord i s  making in our l i ves , i s  not ins t an­
t aneous . I t  i s  g radua l , by degrees . I t  i s  as the N I V  r eads , " ever­
inc reasing . "  Spi r i t u a l  growth means that we are b e c oming more l i ke our 
L o rd Jesus Chri s t . Thi s is why God has s aved us . And the work wi l l  never 
be f i ni shed as l ong as we are  here on this earth . W e  wi l l  a l ways need t o  
grow t o  our dying day , o r  unt i l  the L o rd c omes . BUT THEN , WHEN WE F I NALLY 
SEE H I M ,  THE WORK W I LL SUDDENLY BE F I N I SHED , AND WE W I LL BE L IKE H I M .  

S o  y o u  s e e  what i s  imp o r t ant f o r  u s  t o  do? We a r e  t o  keep l o oking a t  
Chr i s t  i n  this mi r r o r , the W o rd o f  God . And a s  we do , the H o l y Spi r i t  
wi l l  be  working in our l i v es t o  make u s  more l i ke our dear L o rd . 

I t  i s  James who has l i kened the Word of  God t o  a mi r r o r . L e t  me read f o r  
you J ames 1 : 2 2 - 2 5 . 

So  when we read the Word , we s ee Chr i s t , and we s e e  what we need t o  be and 
how we need to l i ve i f  we a r e  t o  be l i ke Him.  By God ' s  grac e ,  and on l y  by 
H i s  grac e ,  we shou l d  be abl e  t o  s e e  t hat the di f f er ence between Him and us 
gr ows l es s  and l es s  the l onger we know Him and the more we keep l ooking at  
Him in t he W o rd . 

Let me r epeat what I heard my the o l ogy p r o f es s o r , Dr . L ewi s Cha f e r , s a y  
many times in o u r  Seminary c l as s es . I have quoted h i m  many times be f o r e , 
but I l ove t o  think of  h i s  words . He s a i d  thi s :  " God i s  s o  de l i ghted 
with H i s  Son that He i s  go ing t o  f i l l  heaven w i t h  peop l e  who are l i ke He 
i s . "  

So  God has saved us t o  keep us out of  hel l .  And He has saved us t o  take 
us to heaven . But the main reason He has s aved us is that we might share 
H i s  g l ory , that we might bec ome l i ke Him . 

cont inued on next page . 
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J anua ry 2 5 ,  1 9 9 4  

Thi s brings us t o  the thi rd point i n  the chapter , the s eventh i n  the 
ep i s t l e :  

V I I .  EXHORTAT I ON ( 2  Thes s . 2 : 1 5 ) . 

2 : 1 5 Second Thes s a l oni ans i s  l acking in the abundance o f  p r a c t i c a l  
exho r t a t i ons whi ch are usua l l y  f ound in Paul ' s  epi s t l es .  M o s t  o f  

the epi s t l e  i s  given o v e r  t o  t eaching , s uch as we have had i n  chap t e r  1 
c oncerning the i r  a f f l i ct i ons , in  chapter 2 w i t h  regard t o  the f a l s e  t each­
ers who were t e l l ing them that they were a l ready in t he day of the L o rd , 
and in chapt e r  3 about t he bret hren who were w a l king d i s orde r l y .  Paul did 
insert b r i e f  exho r t a t i ons l i ke " rest with us" in 1 : 7 ,  and " be not s o on 
shaken in mind , o r  be t r oub l ed" in 2 : 2 .  But 2 Thess a l oni ans i s  qui t e  
di f f e rent f r om 1 The s s a l oni ans o n  this point , and he r e  i n  this verse we 
a r e  about t o  l ea rn why . 

B e  sure t o  notice  how Paul c ont inued t o  address the The s s a l oni an church : 
" B rethren" - - a t o t a l  o f  s even t imes in this b r i e f  epi s t l e .  

Paul here exho r t ed the Thes s a l onian church t o  do two things : 
1 )  To " s t and f a s t . "  
2 )  To " ho l d  the t radi t i ons whi ch t hey had been taught . "  

We might think that , in  v i ew o f  the s t r ong teaching o f  verses 1 3  and 1 4 ,  
the be l i evers i n  Thes s a l oni ca wou l d  not have t o  b e  c oncerned about p r a c t i ­
c a l  mat t e r s . I f  our s a l vati on i s  s ecure , and the God Who chose us in 
et e rni t y  past  is going t o  s e e  us through to "the obtaining of the g l ory o f  
o u r  L o rd Jesus Chri s t , then what i s  i t  going t o  hurt i f  we are , i n  t he 
words o f  Matthew Henry ( V I , 800 ) ,  "carel ess and s ecure . "  Does the W o rd of  
God enc ourage c a r e l ess  l i ving because our s a l vat i on i s  s ecure in Chri s t ?  

Abs o l ut e l y  not ! Inst ead o f  dis couraging hol iness o f  l i f e  and obedience t o  
the W o rd o f  God , the Scri ptures not on l y  enc ourage i t , but c ommand i t . As 
we have s een b e f o r e , the grace o f  God does not e l iminate human r es p ons i ­
bi l i t y ,  but t he two g o  hand i n  hand . I n  f act , one o f  the evidence o f  t rue 
grace i s  f a i thful obedience . A p r o f es s i ng bel i ev e r  who does not " s t and 
f a s t "  r a i s es a l l  kinds o f  que s t i ons about the rea l i t y  o f  hi s p r o f e s s i on . 
Our L o rd s ai d  whi l e  He was here on earth , " I f  ye l ove me , keep my c ommand­
men t s "  ( J ohn 1 4 : 1 5 ) . The Apos t l e  John , in 1 John 2 : 2 7 and 2 8 ,  t o l d  t he 
bel i evers t o  whom he was writ ing , that the Spi ri t ' s  ano inting woul d abide 
in them , but t hen he went on t o  point out thei r respons ibi l i t y  t o  abide in 
Chr i s t . 

So  Paul t o l d  the Thes s a l oni ans t o  " st and f a s t . "  

See what he had w r i t t en t o  them in 1 Thes s . 3 : 8 .  I n  spi t e  o f  the oppos i ­
t i on they were f a cing , and the t e aching they were g e t t i ng whi ch was 
contrary to what Paul had given them , t hey were to ho l d  the i r  ground and 
t o  persevere as though there were no t roub l e  at a l l .  Paul wou l d  t e l l t he 
Cor inthians in a l a t e r  epi s t l e  that they were t o  " be s t eadf a s t , unmov e ­
abl e ,  a l ways abounding in t h e  w o r k  o f  the L o rd , f o rasmuch as ye know that 
your l abour is not in vain in the Lord" ( 1  Cor . 1 5 : 5 8 ) . 

So  the s e cure pos i t i on that we have in Chr i s t  i s  not an excus e f o r  ungodl y  
l i ving , but i t  i s  t o  be a main r e a s on f o r  being f a i t hf u l . H o l ding our 
ground i s  one ma j o r  part o f  being f a i thful to the L o rd , and Paul had much 
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t o  s a y  about i t  in his e p i s t l es .  Cf . Eph . 6 : 1 3 ,  1 4 .  

We may not a l l  be  as f ru i t f u l  as we wou l d  l i ke t o  be , but we are  a l l t o  be 
fai thful . Paul wrote t o  the G a l a t i an churches , 

And l et us not be weary in w e l l doing : 
f o r  in due s e a s on we sha l l  reap i f  we f aint not ( G a l . 6 : 9 ) . 

W e  need t o  be  fai thful  in praye r ,  f ai thful  in r eading the W o rd , fai thful 
in obeying the L o rd , fai thful in s e rving the L o rd . Our L o rd t o l d  t he 
church at  Smyrn a ,  

B e  thou fai thful  unt o  death , 
and I wi l l  give thee a crown of  l i f e  ( Rev . 2 : 1 0 b ) . 

I hope this point i s  f i rm l y  f i xed in your mind . 
up what we p r o f e s s  t o  be and what we p r o f es s  t o  
hyp o c r i s y . But we need thes e exho r t a t i ons , and 
the i r  imp or t ance in our l i ves . 

I f  our l i ves do not back 
be l i eve , our p r o f e s s i on i s  
shou l d  never o v e r l ook 

But to what , or in wha t , were the Thess a l onian be l i evers to be f ai thful ? 
Where were they t o  s t and f a s t ?  

Paul s a i d  that they w e r e  t o  " ho l d  the t radi t i ons whi ch" they had " been 
t aught . "  

To " ho l d" means that they were t o  use the s t rength t hat they had t o  keep 
what they had recei v ed . A good examp l e  of  this is what you see basketba l l 
p l ayers doing in a game . One p l ayer takes the ba l l  and s t a r t s  down t he 
f l o or  t oward the opponents basket , and a l l of his s t rength i s  used t o  
prevent anyone f rom t aking the ba l l  away f rom him unt i l  and un l es s  he 
passes i t  t o  one of his own t eam members . Or think o f  s o l di e r s  who have 
t aken s ome t e r r i t o r y . Once they have t aken i t ,  they do not take t ime out 
to en j o y  their v i c t ory . No , they have t o  hang on t o  what they have t aken ; 
t hey have t o  " ho l d" i t . 

The Devi l and hi s f o rces wi l l  do a l l  that they can t o  nul l i fy  any p r ogress 
that we make in our r e l a t i onship w i t h  the L o rd . Don ' t  l et them do i t . 
Don ' t  r e l a x  as f a r  as your p raying i s  concerned , as f a r  as your a t t endance 
upon the mini s t ry of the W o rd is concerned , as f a r  as your obedience and 
ho l y  l i ving a r e  concerned . "Ho l d" what you have . Don ' t  l et anybody take 
anything f rom you , and don ' t  l os e  anything by your own care l essnes s . W e  
a r e  i n  a batt l e ,  and we can ' t  a f f o r d  t o  go  t o  s l eep . 

But what did Paul have in mind when he s a i d ,  " the t radi t i ons whi ch ye  have 
been t aught , whether by word , or  our epi s t l e " ? 

" By word"  pointed back t o  the t e aching he had gi ven them when he was wi th 
them in Thes s a l oni c a  -- his verbal  mini s t ry . "Our epi s t l e " refers  t o  1 
The s s a l oni ans ! The NT has not yet been f u l l y  w r i t t en ,  and s o  i t  had not 
been compi l ed into a book a s  we have i t  t oday . What they had was Paul ' s  
teaching when he had been w i t h  them, and when he had w r i t ten t o  them . And 
Paul woul d c e r t ai n l y  have incl uded the teaching which Si l as and Timothy 
had done . 

What did Paul have in mind when he used the word " t r adi t i ons " ? 

Actua l l y  the word means s omething whi ch i s  passed a l ong . The idea i s  that 
we have received s omething whi ch we a r e  to use and to p r o t e c t  and then t o  
pass i t  on t o  others . And yet i t  means that we continue t o  ho l d  on t o  and 
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abide by what we have passed on . 

And e x c e l l ent i l l us t r a t i on of  the meaning o f  a t radi t i on i s  f ound in 2 
T i m .  2 : 1  and 2 .  L i s t en t o  what Paul wrote t o  Timothy : 

Thou therefore , my s on ,  be s t rong 
in the grace that i s  in Chr i s t  Jesus . 
And the things that thou has t heard of  me 
among many witnes s es , 
the s ame c ommi t thou t o  f a i thful men , 
who sha l l  be abl e t o  t each others a l s o . 

Paul did not originate h i s  doct rine . He had recei ved i t  f rom the L o rd . 
And perhaps you remember how he had checked i t  w i t h  those who were apos­
t l es before  him.  He  p a s s ed on t he t ruth to  Timothy exact l y  as he had 
received i t ,  and he was expect ing Timothy t o  pass it on t o  o the r s , who in 
turn woul d pass i t  on to other f a i thful  men . 

Thi s i s  how the W o rd has c ome down t o  us . But now we have the c omp l e t ed 
t radi t i on in the OT and NT , and we need t o  be very c a r e f ul t o  check 
everything that we hear , and everything that we pass on , with what has 
been w r i t t en in the W o rd of  God -- BECAUSE ( and l et us remember thi s )  
there are  BAD AND FAL SE TRADI T I ONS as w e l l as GOOD TRAD I T I ONS ! 

The s c ribes and Pha r i s ees were c r i t i c a l  of  the di s c i p l es because they did 
not  keep " the t radi ti ons of  t he e l ders . "  But  the L o rd c ondemned thos e 
t radi t i ons a s  being the c ommandments of  men , i . e . , things whi ch men had 
added t o  the W o r d  of God whi ch were f a l s e  and mi s l eading . See Matt . 1 5 1 - 9  
and Mark 7 1 - 1 3 . 

In C o l . 2 : 8  Paul i ss ued a warning agains t " the t radi t i on of  men , "  i . e . , 
the t ea chings that men give c l aiming that i t  i s  the W o rd of  God and yet  
whi ch has no  found a t i on at  a l l in  Scriptur e .  How imp o r t ant i t  i s  f o r  
every chi l d  of  God t o  know the di f f e renc e ! And i t  i s  equa l l y impo r t ant 
f o r  us t o  remember that we have not been given the W o rd of  God t o  keep f o r  
ours e l ves , but we are  t o  pass it on to o thers ! 

Tradi ti ons in a s o c i e t y  c an be very good things . One of  the t ragedies of  
our s o c i e t y  i s  we are s eeing the d i s appearance of  good t radi t i ons that 
have been a part  of  Ameri c an l i f e  f o r  years . The t r adi t i on of  hones t y ,  of  
hard work , of  f ai thful ness to  our spouses , our  f ami l i es ,  our  count ry , of  
thanksgiving to  God , and on and on . And thes e have br oken down becaus e 
there has been a r ad i c a l  departure f r om the t radi t i ons o f  S c ripture -­
that which has been handed down t o  us  in the W o rd , and by those who have 
been fai thful teachers of the Word . I wi l l  never f o rget what a t r ans f o r ­
ma t i on I experi enced in my own l i f e  when under the t eaching o f  Dr . Cha f e r  
at  Da l l as Seminary I was exposed to s ome of  the t e achings of S cr ipture 
whi ch I had never heard before . And I hope that in s ome sma l l  measure I 
have had a par t  i n  pas s i ng on those god l y  t radi ti ons t o  o thers . 

And I say t o  you t oday , l et us make sure t hat we a r e  doing what Paul t o l d  
the The s s a l oni an bel i evers t o  do . 2 Thes s . 2 : 1 3 and 1 4  a r e  e x c e l l ent 
verses f o r  a l l  of us t o  memori z e ,  and review f requent l y .  But i t  i s  just  
as imp o r t ant for  us  to  memo r i z e  and r emember verse 1 5 . " St and f as t ,  and 
H o l d the t r adi t i ons whi ch ye have been t aught , "  whether i t  has c ome 
direct l y  to you f rom the W o rd , or to you f r om the W o rd through the teach­
ing of others . Churches and p r o f es s i ng Chri s t i ans everywhe re are depa r t ­
ing f rom the S c riptures . This i s  no r e a s on f o r  u s  t o  do the s ame . I t  i s  
a l l the more r e a s on f o r  u s  t o  b e  f a i t hf u l , and n o t  l et anyone take the 
Word of  God f r om us . To  be fai thful t o  the Word i s  the on l y  way that we 
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can be p l eas ing t o  the L o rd , o r  expect H i s  b l e s s i ng . 

S o  we do not have a l ot o f  e xho r t a t i ons in 2 The s s a l oni ans , but we  don ' t  
need a l ot o f  them with thi s v e r s e . Thi s v e r s e  encomp a s s e s  a l l  of  the 
W o rd of  God for a l l  of  us in everything that we  b e l i eve and in everything 
that we  do . I t  wou l d  be hard t o  f ind a verse whi ch i s  more c omp r ehens i v e  
than t hi s .  

But now l et us g o  on t o  the l as t  point in this chap t e r , and the eighth 
point in t he epi s t l e :  

V I I I  . I NTERCE S S I ON ( 2  Thes s . 2 : 1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  

Chapt e r  1 ends w i t h  a praye r .  H e r e  chapter 2 ends w i t h  a pray er . And we 
can see by l o oking ahead that chap t e r  3 ends with a pray e r . The b e l oved 
Apos t l e  Paul who be l i eved so s t r ong l y  in the sovereignty of  God b e l i eved 
just as s t rong l y  in h i s  res p onsibi l i t y to obey the W o rd , to preach the 
W o rd , and to f o l l ow up his p reaching with p r ayer . 

2 : 1 6 I t  i s  one thing t o  know that we need t o  be fai thfu l , and t o  p e r s e  
vere in t he t ruth , but i t  i s  another thing t o  know how t o  d o  i t . 

Paul t e l l s  us how i t  can be in the l as t  two verses of  this chap t e r . A 
f ai thful  l i f e  i s  on l y  p o s s i b l e  through our Lord J es us Chri s t , and thr ough 
God , and They have seen f i t  t o  give us the he l p  we need in answer t o  
praye r . How imp o r t ant i t  i s ,  there f o r e , that we  pray f o r  each other that 
the L o rd wi l l  enab l e us to s t and and to h o l d  to the t radi t i ons of S c r i p ­
t u r e  whi ch w e  have r e a d  in the W o rd , and whi ch o t h e r s  have t aught u s  f r om 
the W o rd . We can ' t  s ucceed on our own . On l y  by God ' s  grace can we be and 
do what God wants us t o  be and do . 

And what a p r ayer this i s ! 

Let ' s  r emember that we  don ' t  just pray , but we pray t o  our L o rd Jesus 
Chr i s t , and t o  God . I understand what that l i t t l e  mo t t o  mean , Prayer 
changes things , but in s ome respects i t  c onveys a mi s t aken idea . Prayer 
i t s e l f changes nothing , but God changes t hings , and our L o rd chang es 
things , in  answer to p r ay e r . I t  may s e em s up e r f l uous t o  say that we need 
t o  remember that we are not just  say prayers , but we are to pray to God 
and to t he L o rd Jesus Chri s t . 

I think that Mat t hew Henry was r i ght when he w r o t e  i n  his c ommentary that 
thi s v e r s e  t e a ches us t hat we can pray di rect l y  iQ our L o rd . Norma l l y  we 
pray to the Father in the Name of  the L o r d ,  but i t  is not w rong to pray 
d i r e c t l y  to our L o rd Jesus Chr i s t . 

D on ' t  you l i ke i t  that Paul s ai d  " our L o rd Jesus Chri s t  himse l f ,  and God , 
even our Fathe r " ? And i t  i s  interesting t o  note here that " our L o rd Jesus 
Chr i s t  hims e l f "  expects to be p e r s ona l l y  invo l ved in making us s t eadf a s t  
and f a i thful . He n o t  on l y  i n t e rcedes f o r  us , but we a r e  t o  appeal t o  Him 
in pray e r , knowing tha t  i t  is onl y by and through Him that we can " s t and 
f a s t , and ho l d  the t radi t i ons"  whi ch we have b een taught . 

The "Hims e l f "  i s  very emphat i c ,  appearing a s  i t  does as t he f i rst word i n  
this verse i n  t he origina l  Greek . In  f a c t , we c ou l d  rea l l y  rear range the 
words in this v e r s e  in this way t o  make i t  mor e  in agreement w i t h  the 
original  text : "Now our L o rd Hims e l  £ ,  Jesus Chr i s t . . . .. By  H i s  own 
p r omi s e  He is a l ways with us . He l i ves in us and thr ough us , and , a c c o rd ­
ing t o  phi l . 4 : 1 3 ,  we can " do a l l  things through Chr i s t  whi ch s t r engthen-
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eth us . How preci ous i t  i s  t o  know t hat the L o rd J es us Chr i s t  i s  p e r s on­
a l l y  invo l ved in each of our l i ves ! 

Frame s uggests in the I CC c ommentary that Paul probab l y  menti oned the L o rd 
f i rs t  here inst ead of  the Father as he usua l l y  di d ,  because i t  i s  the 
g l ory of our L o rd J es us Chr i s t  that we a r e  to obtain , acco rding to verse 
1 4 . That sounds l i ke a very p r obab l �  expl ana t i on . But l e t us be sure t o  
n o t i c e  that thi s i s  very s t rong evidence o f  the D e i t y  o f  our L o rd . Under 
no c i r cums t ances coul d the name of  a mere man be p l aced b e f o r e  that of the 
l i ving God . 

And aga i n ,  as we s aw in t he expres s i on in verse 1 3 ,  Paul r emi nded the 
The s s a l onian be l i evers that thei r s a l v a t i on was f ounded on God ' s  l ove f o r  
them , n o t  o n  their  l ove f o r  Him.  It  is  as Mat thew Henry s ai d ,  " The l ove 
o f  God is the spring and f ount ain of a l l the good we have or hope f o r  . . .  " 
( V I , 8 0 1 ) . And i t  i s  bec aus e He l oved us , and continues t o  l ove us , that 
He has gi ven us two p r i c e l ess  gi f t s : 
1 )  " Ev e r l a s t ing c ons o l at i on . " 
2 )  " Good hope through grace . "  

These are two o f  the many s p i r i tual  b l ess ings that every bel i ever has in 
Chri s t . The words " c ons o l a t i on"  in verse 1 6  and " c omf o r t "  in verse 1 7  
have the s ame root , and s o  are  capab l e  of being t rans l ated w i t h  the s ame 
words . So we have ever l as t i ng c omf o r t  whi ch c a r r i es w i t h  i t  enc ourage­
ment . I t  i s  inexhaus t i b l e ,  and suf f i c i ent , regard l ess  o f  the nature o f  
the t r i a l s through whi ch we may g o  o n  o u r  way t o  g l ory . We in o u r  weak­
ness c an be so eas i l y  overwhe l med , d i s c ouraged , and defeated , but those 
are  the t imes when we need to r emember the resources that we have in 
Chri s t . Think o f  the grain that J o s eph had to  dispense to  the peop l e .  I t  
had been s aved f or them , but i t  was on l y  gi ven t o  them as they came t o  
r equest i t , o r ,  a s  i n  the case o f  Jacob , when his s ons c ame t o  r equest i t  
f o r  him.  

"Good hope"  speaks o f  the ul tima t e  prospect whi ch we have for our s a l va­
t i on .  I t  i s  " good"  because i t  c omes f rom God , and can never d i s appoint 
us . I t  i s  good because o f  t he c omf o r t  i t  gives us now . I t  i s  good 
becaus e it s t rengthens us t o  f a ce our present t r i a l s .  S o  many things in 
this wor l d  are  bad , but our hope is  " good . "  And yet we a l ways need t o  
r emember that we don ' t  deserve i t . We haven ' t  w o rked f o r  i t  so  that God 
owes i t  to us . I t  is our on l y  by God ' s  grace . And so we are r eminded 
that grace means not on l y  that God does not give us what we do deserve , 
but He abundant l y  and e t e rna l l y  b l esses us w i t h  what we never cou l d  
des e rve . John Eadie s ugges t ed i n  his c ommentary that the words " i n  grace"  
need t o  be conne c t ed with t he words , " hath gi ven us . "  Our c omf ort  i s  not 
onl y provided and made avai l ab l e  by grac e ,  but meas ure out t o  us in a 
graci ous and l oving manner by God Himse l f .  

2 : 1 7 H owever , a l though " c omf o r t "  i s  ours , we need t o  app l y  f o r  i t , o r  
others need t o  app l y  f o r  us . Thi s i s  one o f  t he great  b l ess ings o f  

intercessory pray e r . Spi r i t ua l l y  we are  mul t imi l l i onai res , but o f ten we 
l i ve as though we were spi r i t ua l  pauper s . Comf ort  and s t abi l i ty are  ours , 
but they c ome in answer t o  prayer addressed t o  Chri s t  and t o  God . God i s  
" the Father o f  merci es , and the God o f  a l l  c omf o r t "  ( 2  Cor . 1 : 3 ) . He  has 
many ways of c omf o r t ing us , c omf ort  s uf f i c i ent f o r wha t ever need we may be 
f a cing . 

" stabl i sh"  means that Paul was p raying that the be l i evers in Thess a l on i c a  
wou l d  b e  turned in the ri ght di rec t i on and determined t o  keep fac ing in 
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that di rect i on . And Paul was thinking o f  i t  in c onn e c t i on with two 
t hings : 
1 )  " Every good word . "  
2 )  "And work . "  

James Frame , in  hi s c omment a r y  on the The s s a l oni an epi s t l es whi ch are a 
part o f  the I CC s er i es , gives this t rans l at i on o f  the l as t  two verses o f  1 
Thes s . 2 :  

Now may our L o rd , J es us Chri s t  hims e l f  
and God , our F a t he r ,  who l oved us ( Chri s t i ans ) ,  and gave us , 
in  vi rtue o f  gra c e ,  et erna l encouragement and good hope , 
encourage your hea rt s , and make you st eady 
in every good work y ou do and word you utter ( p .  2 7 7 ) . 

And s o  Dr . Frame woul d s ay that t o  "s tabl i sh" us means t o  make us s t eady . 
The NASB uses the word " s t rengthen . "  The r e f o r e ,  we can s e e  that God in 
His grace s t eadies us , s t r engthens us , and that the c omf o r t  which we thus 
receive i s  evi dent in the way we s e rve the L o rd and in the very words 
which we speak . Tribu l at i ons are des igned by our Enemy s o  as t o  dis cour­
age us and t o  make us qui t . God ' s  grace mini s t e r ed t o  us in times of 
t ribul a t i on s t r engthen us t o  ke ep us going , and even to make us more 
f ai thful  in l i ving f o r  the Lord and s e rving Him.  

Such a work o f  God in our hearts wi l l  ward o f f , a c c ording to Eadi e ,  the 
kind o f  things menti oned in 3 : 2 .  

In  Phi l . 1 : 1 8 - 2 0  we s e e  that the s i tua t i on was reversed f o r  Paul f r om what 
we have here in 2 Thes s a l oni ans 2 .  I n  2 Thess . 2 Paul was s eeking the 
c omf o r t  of the L o rd ' s  p e op l e  through his prayers f or them ; in Phi l . 1 he 
was l o oking f o r  c omf ort  f o r  hims e l f  f rom the prayers to God of the p e opl e 
f or hims e l f .  

- 0 -
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THE SECOND EPI STLE OF PAUL TO THE THESSALON I ANS 
2 Thess a l onians 3 : 1 - 5  

Janua ry 3 1 ,  1 9 9 4  

This s e c t i on ,  l ike the two previ ous s e c t i ons ( chap t e r s  1 and 2 ) ,  
contain f our part s : 

Paul ' s  Request f o r  Prayer ( 3 : 1 ,  2 ) .  
Encouragement and Interces s i on ( 3 : 3 - 5 ) . 
E xhor t a t i on f o r  Church Di s c i p l ine ( 3 : 6 - 1 5 ) . 
B ened i c t i on and Conc l us i on ( 3 : 1 6 - 1 8 ) .  

And s o  our next point i s : 

I X .  Paul ' s  Reques t f o r  P rayer ( 3 : 1 ,  2 ) .  

Even though the three chap t e r s  d e a l  w i t h  three di f f e r ent themes , there i s a  
simi l ar i t y  o f  p a t t e rn whi ch can b e  seen throughout the epi s t l e .  Each 
chapt e r  c ontains prayers . Each chap t e r  c ontains inst ructi on and encour­
agement . And in chap t e r s  2 and 3 there is exhort a t i on .  A l l of thi s is in 
c onne c t i on with the s ub j ec t  of  the i r  t ribul a t i ons in chapt e r  1 ,  t he f a l s e  
t e aching whi ch they had received about the coming o f  t he L o rd i n  chap t e r  
2 ,  and those who had quit  working in chap t e r  3 because t hey w e r e  s o  
certain that the c oming of  the L o rd was nea r . 

I t  i s  not surp r i s ing that a church w i t h  s uch a remarkab l e  beginning and 
outreach to other a r eas w o u l d  bec ome a t a rget o f  Satan . Wherev e r  God i s  
a t  work , the Devi l wi l l  b e  a t  w o rk , t o o .  Wherev e r  there i s  s p i r i tual  
rev i v a l  there wi l l  be s p i r i tu a l  war f a r e . Paul  was using two weap ons t o  
he l p  the Thess a l onian church i n  i t s  d i f f i cu l t i es : ( 1 )  the t eaching of  the 
W o rd , and ( 2 )  praye r . That is p r obab l y  the greatest r e a s on that we have 
ins t r uc t i on and prayer throughout the epi s t l e .  As Paul t o l d  the Corinthi ­
an church l at e r , " The weapons of  our w a r f a r e  are  not c a rna l , but might 
through God . . . n ( 2  Cor . 1 0 : 4 ) . And in the s i xth chap t e r  of Ephes i ans Paul 
s peaks of  the a rmor of  the Word and prayer as t he on l y  means we have o f  
s t anding against the wi l es of  the Devi l .  W e  need the Word defens i ve l y  as 
we l l  as o f f ensive l y .  And we need prayer defens i v e l y a s  w e l l as o f f ens ive­
l y .  By this I mean that we need t o  know the W o rd and l i ve the W o rd as 
w e l l as t eaching t he W o rd . W e  need to pray for others , but we a l s o need 
to pray f o r  our s e l ves and to ask others to pray f o r  us . We are a l l 
invol ved in thi s spi r i t ua l  c onf l i ct , and we need t o  be in readiness f o r  
the c onf l i ct a l l o f  the time . The a rmy that begins t o  t rain a f t e r  the 
enemy s t rikes , is a l r eady defeat ed . When there is the threat of an at t a ck 
upon our count ry , o r  upon our peop l e  anywhere in the w o r l d ,  our a rmed 
f o rces are  put " on an a l e r t . "  W e  as Chr i s t i ans are t o  be a l ways " on an 
a l e r t . "  Peter  emphas i z ed thi s when he s a i d  this in 1 Pet . 5 : 8 ,  9 :  

Be sobe r ,  be  vigi l ant : becaus e y our adversary t he devi l ,  
as a r o aring l i on ,  w a l keth about , s eeking whom he may devour : 
Whom r e s i s t  s t ed f a s t  in the f a i t h ,  knowing t hat the s ame a f f l i cti ons 
are acc omp l i shed in your brethr en that are in the wo r l d .  

And s o  we see that i n  2 : 1 5  Paul exhor t ed the Thes s a l oni an be l i evers t o  be  
s t eadf a s t  in the i r  r e l a t i onship w i t h  the W o rd . Then he f o l l owed this w i t h  
his p rayer f o r  them t o  that end in verses 1 6  and 1 7 , onl y t o  f o l l ow that 
in chap t e r  3 with s ome prayer r equests  whi ch he wanted t hem to r emember on 
his beha l f .  And this is where we are  in our s t ud i es . 

3 : 1  Some have ac cused Paul of  being l i ke s ome of  us in our preaching when 
we , t o  the r e l i e f  o f  the peopl e ,  s a y ,  " Final l y , "  and then go on f o r  

another 1 5  o r  2 0  minut e s . But l et me say in Paul ' s  defense that " f ina l l y " 
did not mean that he was fini shed , but i t  meant that he had c ome t o  the 
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f i nal  thing that he wanted t o  ment i on in his l e t t e r . somet imes this w o rd 
i s  t rans l ated furthermo r e ,  or  besi des , o r  i t  remainet h ,  then . Paul had 
c ome t o  his f inal  point , but he a l s o was emphas i z ing that what he s ti l l  
wanted t o  s ay was bui l t  upon what he had a l ready s a i d . 

" Br ethren" - - the f i f th o f  s even t imes that he us ed this t e rm of  endear­
ment in this epi s t l e .  We are  a l l members of  the s ame f ami l y  because we 
a l l  have the s ame heaven l y  Fathe r . Paul got  into the f ami l y  just l i ke t he 
The s s a l onians did - - by the new b i r t h  - - a l though he was their o l der 
brother . I t  g i ves us a greater  c oncern f o r  each other , and helps  us t o  
put up w i t h  each other ' s  weaknesses and fai l ures , when w e  r emember we are  
b rothers and s i s t ers in the f ami l y  of  God . 

" Pray f o r  us " - - Al though Paul was the i r  el der brothe r ,  and an Apos t l e ,  he 
did not hes i t a t e  to ask the church t o  p ray f o r  him . He needed thei r 
praye r s , and he v a l ued them . He rea l l y  bel i eved that through their  
prayers he wou l d  s e e  greater  b l ess ing than he woul d if  he  did not have 
them . N o t i c e  that it was not just a p r ayer f o r  himse l f ,  but " f o r  us , "  
i . e . , f o r  him and f o r  Si l as and f o r  Timothy . 

The words "pray f o r "  s ugges t ed two things : 
1 )  I t  was prayer t o  God that he was r eques ting . The mos t  imp o r t ant part  

about p r ayer is  t he One to  Whom it  is  addressed . The act  of  prayer i s  
meaning l es s  wi thout addressing i t  t o  God Who answers p r aye r . 

2 )  Paul was c once rned about the purpose of  thei r p r aying , what i t  wou l d  
accomp l i s h ,  i t s  end and i t s  aim ( c f .  Thaye r ,  p .  5 4 6 ) . 

"That the word of  t he L o rd may have f ree c ours e , "  o r ,  run . 

The re a r e  many t imes , p erhaps most t imes , when we do not s e e  how e f f e c t i v e  
the W o rd can be . W e  preach , but n o  one seems impre s s ed , no l i ves a r e  
changed . That had not been the case in Thess a l on i c a . Through the mi ni s ­
t r y  o f  t he Word , great b l essing had come . And i t  had c ome f a s t . Thi s was 
what Paul had in mind when he spoke of  running . And not on l y  had a g r e a t  
w o r k  been done in Thes s a l oni c a ,  but thr ough the t e s t imony o f  t h e  bel i evers 
there , a work of  God had been done in other p l aces . Paul  did not  a l ways 
s e e  thi s , but he l onged to see i t , and was request ing p r ayer that he wou l d  
s e e  i t  again - - "as i t  i s  w i t h  you . " 

" And be g l o r i f i ed" - - H ow i s  the Word o f  God g l o r i f i ed? How i s  anything 
or anyone g l o r i f i ed? To be g l ori f i ed means to be s een as i t  real l y  i s . 
The L o rd Jesus i s  g l o r i f i ed when peop l e  r ecogni z e  that He i s  the L o rd 
Jes us . We are  going t o  be g l o r i f i ed when we a r e  f inal l y  s e en t o  be the 
chi l dr en of God . A gl o r i f i c a t i on i s  a mani f es t at i on . S o  of ten when the 
W o rd of  God i s  preached , i t  i s  t r eated just l i ke any other mes s age . But 
you wi l l  r emember t hat Paul s a i d  about the Thes s a l oni ans in 1 Thes s . 2 : 1 3 
that he thanked God unc easing l y  becaus e ,  as he s ai d ,  

. . .  when ye recei ved the word o f  God whi ch ye heard o f  us , 
ye recei ved i t  not as t he word of  men , but as i t  i s  in t ruth , 
the word of  God , whi ch e f f ectua l l y  worketh a l s o  in you t hat bel i eve . 

Thi s was the pos i t i v e  s i d e  of  his prayer r eques t s ; the negative f o l l owed . 

3 : 2  "That we may be del i v e r ed f rom unreasonab l e  and wi cked men" - - These 

two r eques ts  were presented l at e r  in reverse order in Pau l ' s  l et t e r  

t o  the church at  Rome . He wrote in Rom . 1 5 : 30 ,  3 1 ,  
N ow I beseech you , brethr en , f o r  t he L o rd Jes us Chris t ' s  sake , 
and f o r  the l ove of  the Spi r i t , 
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that ye st rive t ogether w i t h  me in your prayers t o  God f o r  me ; 
that I may be de l i ve r ed f rom them that do not be l i eve in Judaea ; 
and that my s e r v i c e  whi ch I have f o r  Jerus a l em 
may be a c c ep t ed of  the saint s . 

Paul used the s ame word f o r  " be del i vered"  in both o f  the above passages . 
I t  means t o  be res cued , t o  es cape . The opposi t i on t o  t he Gospel was 
f i erce in those days . Every day the s ervants of  the L o rd f a ced the 
p o s s i bi l i ty of  phy s i c a l  death becaus e of  thei r p reaching . 

" Unreas onab l e  and wi cked men" - - The G reek has the unreas onab l e  and wi cked 
men , whi ch means , acco rding t o  what Frame s ai d  in his c ommentary , that 
Paul knew who they were and how dangerous t hey wer e . He had faced s ome of  
them hims e l f ,  and he knew that t hey wou l d  s t op a t  nothing to  s i l ence the 
Gospel  mes s age . "Unreas onab l e" means out of p l a c e ,  that i s ,  there was 
abs o l ut e l y  no r e a s onab l e  expl anat i on f o r  what they were doing . The Gospel  
brought good and b l es s ing , not harm . Peop l e  were f a r  b e t t e r  o f f  who 
b e l i eved in Chr i s t  than those who did not be l i eve in Him . And s o  Paul 
coup l ed with the f a c t  that they were " unreas onab l e" the fact that t hey 
were " wi cked . "  

" Wi cked" means bad in i t s  e f f e c t . So  these men s ought t o  bring evi l upon 
peop l e  rather than t o  s e e  them imp r oved and b l es s ed . Thi s i s  a good 
i l l us t rat i on of  what our L o rd s a i d  in John 3 : 1 9 ,  that "men l oved darkness 
rather than l i ght because thei r deeds were evi l . "  He  a l s o s a i d  in denoun­
cing the s c ribes and Pha r i s ees , ca l l ing them " hypocri t es , "  

. . .  f o r  ye  shut up the kingdom of  heaven against men : 
f o r  ye  nei ther go  in y ours e l ves , 
nei ther suf f e r  ye  them that are  ent ering t o  go  in 
(Mat t . 2 3 : 1 3 ) . 

I t  i s  not enough f o r  men who hate Chr i s t  and the Gospel to refuse i t  
thems e l ves ; they have to keep o thers f r om being s aved a l s o o r  they a r e  not 
happy ! 

Many , many t imes thi s r eques t was answered in the l i f e  of  the Apos t l e  
Paul . cf . 2 Cor . 1 1 : 2 3 - 2 7 . 

So  we need t o  pray not on l y  that the Word wi l l  be accep t ed , but that those 
who oppo s e  the Gospel wi l l  be hindered by the L o rd f rom accomp l i shing 
the i r  evi l  purpo s e . 

" Fo r  a l l men have not f ai th" -- The Greek says , the f a i t h .  N o t  eve rybody 
is att r a c t ed by t he f a i t h ,  a c c o rding to Rutherf ord , quoted by Frame , p .  
2 9 2 ) . Luther t rans l at ed i t , "For not t o  a l l  does the f a i t h  b e l ong" 
(Mi l l i gan , p .  1 10 ) .  "The f a i th" speaks of the mes s age , the doctrine o f  
s a l va t i on ,  here probab l y ,  the Gospel . One evidence that a p e r s on has the 
f a i t h  wi l l  b e  h i s  des i re t o  s p r ead the Gosp el , n o t  ext inguish i t . R e l i ­
gi ous peop l e who oppo s e  t he Gospel are , as the L o rd c a l l ed the s c ribes and 
Pha ri s ees , hypo c r i t e s . 

Now we are  ready f o r  the next di v i s i on : 

X .  Encouragement and I nt e r c es s i on ( 2  Thes s . 3 : 3 - 5 ) . 

We see Paul ' s  enc ouragement in v e r s es 3 and 4 ,  and t hen his interces s i on 
f o r  the Thes s a l oni ans in v e r s e  5 .  

3 : 3  There i s  no greater  encouragement f o r  our l i ves o r  f o r  our p rayers 
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than t he know l edge that " the L o rd i s  f a i thful . "  He  i s  One Who can be 
trusted . He  wi l l  remain t rue t o  H i s  Word even when we are  unf ai thful . We 
can re l y  upon God and upon the L o rd Jesus Chr i s t  with t o t a l  confi dence . 
They cannot and wi l l  not f a i l us . 

Paul spoke o f  God ' s  f a i thful ness many times . Cf . 1 Cor . 1 : 9 ;  10 : 1 3 ;  2 
Cor . 1 : 1 8 ( where i t  i s  t rans l ated , " t rue" ) ;  1 Thess . 5 : 2 4 ;  2 Tim . 2 : 1 3 ;  
Heb . 1 0 : 2 3 ;  1 1 : 1 1 .  

When Paul was wri t i ng t o  Timo thy and t e l l ing him about his own t roub l es in 
the p reaching of the Gospel , and how no man s t ood by him , he added thi s :  

Neverthe l es s  the L o rd s t ood w i t h  me , and s t r engthened me ; 
that by me the p reaching might be ful l y  known , 
and that a l l  the Gent i l es might hear : 
and I was del i ve red out o f  the mouth o f  the l i on . 

And t hen he went on t o  s ay thi s :  
And the L o rd sha l l  de l i v e r  me f r om every evi l  work , 
and wi l l  preserve me unt o  his heaven l y  kingdom : 
t o  whom be g l ory f o r  ever and ever . Amen . 

Thes e  verses are  2 Tim . 4 : 1 7 ,  18 . W e  cou l d  no c l earer nor  s t ronger 
t e s t imony to the f a i thf u l ness of the L o r d . We a r e  the unc ertain f a c t o r  in 
our r e l a t i onship w i t h  God ; He never i s . 

Where i s  i t  that we shou l d  l ook f i r s t  t o  see the f a i t h f u l ness o f  the L o rd? 
To  see what He wi l l  do in us , and t hen f o r  us . Thi s is the thought in the 
l at t e r  two s t a t ements of this v e rs e .  

F i rs t ,  H e  " s t ab l i shes"  us , o r  establ i s h .  I t  can a l s o mean t o  s t rengthen . 
The idea in t he word i s  that the L o rd works in our hea r t s  s o  t hat  we wi l l  
keep r es o l ut e l y  t urned in one di r e c t i on . The L o rd showed that H e  was 
e s t ab l i shed when He s et His face s t eadf ast l y  to go  to Jerus a l em .  cf . Luke 
9 : 5 1 .  

When Shadrach,  Meshach , and Abednego were threat ened wi th the f i e r y  
f urnace i f  they d i d  n o t  f a l l  down and worship the image o f  Nebuchadn e z z a r , 
they showed that they were estab l i shed when they s ai d ,  

a Nebuchadnez z ar , w e  a r e  not careful  t o  answer thee i n  thi s  mat t e r . 
I f  i t  be s o , our God whom we s e rve i s  ab l e  t o  del i ver us 
f r om the burning furna c e ,  and he wi l l  de l i ver us 
out of thine hand , a king . 

And then I l ove this next vers e .  
But i f  not , be i t  known unt o  thee , a king , 
that we wi l l  not s erve thy gods , 
nor worship the g o l den image whi ch thou has t  s e t  up ( Dan . 3 : 1 6 - 1 8 ) . 

They were r es o l ut e l y  f aced in one di r e c t i on ,  and not even King Nebuchad­
nez z a r  cou l d  make them change . 

What did Paul say that the L o rd wou l d  do f o r  us? F i r s t , in  us ; then , f o r  
us . 

" The L o rd . . .  sha l l  . . .  keep you f r om evi l . "  The Greek s ays , " The L o rd sha l l 
guard you f r om the Evi l One . "  Mi l l i gan menti oned in his c ommentary that 
thi s is "the unanimous opini on o f  the G .  c omment a t o r s "  ( p .  1 1 1 ) . And he 
went on to say that this " f orms a f i t t ing ant i thes i s  to o f  the 
p r eceding c l ause"  ( I bi d . ) .  

How c ou l d  Paul say this when he was f aced w i th such dreadful oppos i t i on 
a l most  eve rywhere he went , and ul timat e l y ,  acco rding t o  t radi t i on , s u f -
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f e r ed death at  the hands of  hi s enemi es? 

He meant that with the L o rd on our s i de , w o rking in us  and working for  us , 
the Devi l can never a c c omp l i s h  what he wants t o  accomp l i s h . That was t rue 
when Saul of Tarsus wanted t o  s t amp out the Church and b l ot out the Name 
of J es us Chr i s t  f r om the minds and hearts of men . He did a l ot of damage , 
but , a l though an ins t r ument of  Satan ,  he was never abl e t o  do what he 
real l y  want ed to do . 

So  this i s  great encouragement f o r  praye r .  And i t  i s  great encouragement 
to rest  upon the f ai t hful ness of the L o rd regard l ess  o f  what the c i r cum­
s t ances might be . N o  wonder that I sa i ah s a i d  that we wi l l  be kept in 
p e r f e c t  peace when our minds a r e  s t ayed upon the L ord . He wi l l  work in us 
and f o r  us , agains t our Enemy . What more can we ask? 

3 : 4  N o t i c e  careful l y  the l anguage of  the Apos t l e  a t  this point . He  did 
not say that he had confi dence in t hem . He  did not even have c on f i ­

dance i n  hims e l f .  He  s a i d ,  "And we have confi dence in the Lord t ouching 
you . . . •• cf . Phi l . 2 : 1 2 ,  1 3 . In G a l . 5 : 10 Paul s a i d , " I  have confi dence 
in you through the Lord . "  

Paul was abs o l ut e l y  c onvinced because of  what the L o r d  had done in their 
hea r t s  that they woul d not f ai l , but wou l d  s t and f a i thful to the L o rd and 
t o  H i s  W o rd becaus e of the f a i th f u l ness o f  God - - " t hat ye both do and 
wi l l  do the things whi ch we c ommand y ou . "  They were peop l e  of one mind , 
s et on p l easing God , and Paul knew that they wou l d  not change . I n  t h i s  
way Paul was prepa ring the peopl e f o r  what he was about t o  say to them in 
verses 6 through 1 5 . They had obeyed him in the pas t ,  and he saw no 
r e a s on why they wou l d  change at this point . How wonde r f u l  i t  i s  t o  be 
ab l e  to s ay this about any bel i eve r ,  o r  any church ! May the L o rd he l p  us 
to s t and , and give us other be l i evers who wi l l  s t and with us . B e f o r e  we 
can wa l k  obedi en t l y  w e  mus t l ea rn t o  s t and fai thful l y .  

Now f o r  Paul ' s  praye r . 

3 : 5  "And the L o rd di r ect y our hearts into the l ove o f  God . "  "Di r e c t "  
means t o  make s t raight . The thought here i s  that the L o rd woul d do 

this gui c k l y  and remove any obs t ac l es that woul d s t and in t he way . 

But what i s  the meaning of  t he pet i t i on? 

The verse has been interpreted two ways : 
1 )  That they wou l d  l ove God mor e ,  and that t hey woul d wait  pat i ent l y  f o r  

the c oming of  the L o rd . Thi s certai n l y  wou l d  have been Paul ' s  des i re 
f o r  them . And this s eems t o  be  the meaning , especi a l l y  f o r  the l at t e r  
part , as i t  i s  t rans l ated i n  the KJV . 

2 )  H owever , there i s  another way of  t rans l ati ng i t , whi ch probab l y  i s  
what Paul had i n  mind . I t  appears that Paul was p raying that the L o rd 
( p robab l y  the L o rd J es us ) woul d give them a deeper underst anding o f  
the l ove of  God , and of  the L o r d  Jesus ' own pat i ence , o r  s t eadfas t ­
nes s , f o r  the b l ess ing i t  wou l d  b e  t o  them , and f o r  the t rans f o rmat i on 
that i t  wou l d  make in thei r l i ves . 

Cha r l es Hai t i an Spurgeon preached on this t ex t  on June 1 7 , 1 8 8 8 , just  f our 
years before  he entered into the p r e s ence of  the L o rd . And what a message 
it was ! Or , I can say that it s t i l l  i s ! But one t hing t hat Spurgeon 
br ought out in his message was the f ac t  that this was a j ourney so wonder­
ful , and so  g l o r i ous , that  the Apos t l e  Paul  did not f e e l  prepared to  s erve 



1 Thes s . 3 : 1 - 5  ( 3 7 )  

as a gui d e . Inst ead , he s ai d ,  " The L o rd di rect you into the l ove of  God , 
and into the p at i ence o f  Chri s t . "  I t  i s  s uch a s a cred j ourney that no 
apos t l e ,  no p rophet , no p a s t o r  or t eacher , can guide us ther e .  The L o rd 
has t o  do i t . He a l one can show us the g l ory of  God ' s  l ov e ,  and the 
p a t i ence whi ch He Hims e l f demons t ra t es ti me and t ime again . Our s a l v a t i on 
r e s t s  upon the l ove o f  God , but a l s o  upon the p a t i ence of  Chri s t . To 
penet rate thes e t ruths is to go  wi thin the vei l , to s t and on h o l y  ground 
in the very presence of the Triune God . And once there , our L o rd , the 
Guide , l eads us d i r ect l y  t o  see and unde r s t and God ' s  l ove and H i s  pat i ent 
endurance in a way that we can never l ea rn about them f r om each othe r . 
Paul o r  John o r  P e t e r  or  I s ai ah or  J e r emiah or  Dav i d  o r  many others c an 
l ead us up t o  the vei l , s peaking of  the g l o r i e s  o f  our God and o f  the L o rd 
Jesus Chr i s t  as the H o l y  Spi r i t  has taught them . But the L o rd has r e ­
s e rved f o r  Hims e l f the g r e a t  j o y  of  t eaching each o f  u s  p e r s ona l l y  the 
t ruth about God ' s  l ove and His p a t i enc e ,  not a l l  at once because that 
wou l d  be overwhel ming , but s t ep by s t ep and day by day as we wa l k  with Him 
and He opens to us the t reasures of  His Word unt i l  our hearts are burning 
w i t h  de l i ght and ove r f l owing w i t h  p r a i s e  because o f  what we see and what 
we hear . 

Thi s i s  my p r ay e r  f o r  you , and I hope i t  i s  your prayer f o r  me . The on l y  
prer equi s i t e  f or this course i s  a humb l e ,  hungry heart . I t  i s  our hear t  
that the L o rd wants t o  deal  w i t h  because i t  i s  the t ruth in our hearts 
that gives us great j o y  and it i s  the t ruth in our hearts whi ch i s  t r ans ­
f o rming t o  our l i ves . So  l et thi s be  our praye r ,  and t hen l et us watch t o  
see how the L o rd guides us , directs  us , t o  know Him and t o  know our 
heaven l y  Father in a preci ous f e l l owship which we have never be l i eved 
p o s s i b l e . 

- 0 -



THE SECOND EPI STLE OF PAUL TO THE THESSALON I ANS 
2 The s s a l onians 3 : 6 - 1 5  

F ebruary 2 1 , 1 9 94  

I nt r o : App r e c i a t i on f o r  Gary ' s  teaching the l as t  two weeks . 

As you a l l  real i z e ,  we a r e  in the thi rd and l as t  s ec t i on o f  this s ec ond 
epi s t l e  of Paul t o  the Thes s a l oni ans . The l et t e r  has three div i s i ons , s e t  
out ni c e l y  f o r  u s  by those who divi ded i t  i n t o  three chapt ers . 

Thi s thi rd s e c t i on has four parts t o  i t , and Gary t ook the s ec ond part . 
Just t o  ref resh your memo ry , here are  the four part s : 

I .  Paul ' s  Reques t f o r  Prayer ( 3 : 1 ,  2 ) . 
I I .  Encouragement and Interces s i on ( 3 : 3 - 5 ) . 

I I I . Exho r t a t i on f o r  Church D i s c i p l ine ( 3 : 6 - 1 5 ) .  Thi s i s  the part we a r e  
ready f o r  t oday . 

IV . Benedi c t i on and Conc l us i on ( 3 : 1 6 - 1 8 ) . 

Church di s c i p l ine i s  p ract i ca l l y  unheard o f  in churches t oday , but i t  i s  
v e r y  obvi ous l y  t aught and encouraged in t he NT . Because of  the l ack o f  
di s ci p l i ne , the church t oday has bec ome c o r rupt in doct rine and w o r l d l y  i n  
prac t i ce . The o b j e c t  of  d i s c i p l ine i s  the r e s t o rat i on o f  the b e l i ever , o r  
be l i evers , who have dep a r t ed f rom t he New Tes t ament ei ther in doct rine o r  
in dai l y  l i ving . The l eaders o f  the church a r e  the ones t o  e x e r c i s e  
di s c i p l ine , but i t  i s  c l ear f r om t h e  verses before  us , as w e l l as f r om 
other passages on di s c i p l ine , t hat  the church i s  t o  unde r s t and t hat di s c i ­
p l ine i s  t o  be  exerci s ed whenever there i s  a departure f r om t h e  f a i t h .  
And f a l s e  doctrine and/ o r  ungo d l y  l i ving a r e  t o  be  dea l t  w i t h  a s  s o on as 
p o s s i b l e so that the l eavening i n f l uence wi l l  not a f f ec t  the who l e  church . 

Howeve r ,  di s c i p l ine i s  not t o  be  e x e r c i s ed s o  qui ck l y  that the o f f ending 
party does not have t ime t o  repent and change . N o r  i s  d i s c i p l ine t o  be 
e x e r c i s ed c a r e l ess l y .  The OT princ i p l e  that t he r e  needs to be two o r  
three wi tnes s es , i s  an i l l us t rat i on o f  the care that was t o  b e  t aken then . 
The l eaders were not t o  take has t y  a c t i on just because one person happened 
to be  c r i t i c a l  of  another p e r s on . The l eaders of  I s r a e l  were to act 
p r ompt l y ,  but were not to jump to c onc l us i ons , so t o  speak . 

In  the New Test ament , we have t he t e aching o f  the L o rd in Mat thew 1 8 : 1 5 - 2 0  
a s  one of  t he f i r s t  examp l es of  d i s c i p l ine . Thi s ,  of  cours e ,  was enl a rged 
upon l at e r  in the t eaching of  the apost l es ,  especi a l l y  the Apos t l e  Paul . 
Paul ' s  word t o  the Ga l at i an churches i s  good f o r  a l l  of  us t o  remember . 
I n  G a l a t i ans 6 : 1  we r ead , 

B r ethr en , i f  a man be overtaken in a f aul t ,  
ye  whi ch are spi r i t ua l , r e s t o r e  s uch an one in the s p i r i t  o f  meekness , 
considering thys e l f  l es t  thou a l s o be t empted . 

I t hink Gary emphas i z ed w i t h  you that verses 3 thr ough 5 were a c t ua l l y  
wri t t en t o  prepare the church f o r  what Paul was going t o  t e l l them in 
verses 6 and f o l l owing . And I heart i l y  agree w i t h  that . 

As I have s aid , the purpose of  di s c i p l ine i s  a l ways , a l ways , r e s t o rat i on . 
And d i s c i p l ine i s  t o  be exercised w i t h  l ov e  and great deal  of  pat i ence , 
the pat i ence of  Chri s t . 

w i t h  a l l of  this i s  mind , l e t us turn now t o  our t ext in 2 The s s a l onians 3 
t o  s e e  what t he i s s ue was whi ch Paul was c oncerned about , and how i t  was 
to be hand l ed .  

3 : 6  We might think f rom what Paul had s a i d  about the church in s uch a 
c ommendatory way e a r l i e r  in the epi s t l e ,  and then a f t e r  he expressed 
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his expe c t a t i on of  them in v e r s e  4 of  this chap t e r , that everything was as 
it shou l d  have been in t he church at Thes s a l oni ca . But that was not the 
cas e .  Even though f o r  the mos t part  things were going w e l l in the chur ch , 
they did have the i r  probl ems . Thi s i s  a l ways the cas e .  You wi l l  never 
find an abs o l ut e l y  p e r f e c t  church . There are a l ways p r o b l ems . And s o ,  
whi l e  mos t  things were good , s ome things needed di s c i p l inary a t t en t i on . 

Paul was w r i t ing here w i t h  autho r i t y  - - the autho r i t y  he had as an apos­
t l e .  N o t e  that he was not just  advis ing them; he was c ommanding them . He 
did this gracious l y  ( " brethren" ) ,  but with the greatest  poss i b l e autho r i ­
t y . He was c ommanding them t o  take a c t i on "in the name of  our L o rd J es us 
Chri s t . "  Chr i s t  i s  the Head of  the Church . And the apos t l es were c ommi s ­
s i oned t o  speak in H i s  Name , that i s , as though the L o rd Hims e l f w e r e  
wri ting this epis t l e  and t e l l ing t he b e l i evers in The s s a l oni ca what t hey 
needed t o  do . And the church was to a c c ept it as the very word of the 
L o rd whi ch it was , and i s ! 

Thi s i s  imp o r t ant f o r  us t o  l ea rn in c onne c t i on with our B i b l es . The 
B i b l e was w r i t t en by p e o p l e ,  peop l e  who had recei ved t he i r  message f rom 
the Spi r i t  of God , and w e r e  t o  take i t  t o  the L o r d ' s  peop l e  just  as they 
had recei ved i t .  That i s  why we c a l l the B i b l e ,  the Word of  God . That i s  
what i t  i s ! And we need t o  receive i t , be l i eve i t , submi t our s e l ves t o  
i t ,  becaus e i t  i s  God Who has sp oken t o  us i n  this Book . what w e  f i nd in 
the B i b l e is  not  to  be debated as to  whether it  is  r i ght o r  wrong . We a r e  
t o  s ubmi t our s e l ves t o  i t  c onc erning a l l o f  i t s  doctrines and a l l  t h a t  i t  
says t hat we are  t o  be and do . The re i s  no other book that has ever been 
wri t t en whi ch we mus t  r e c e i ve and be l i eve and obey l i ke we a r e  to receive 
the B i b l e .  I t  i s  the i n f a l l i b l e  and unchanging Word of  God . 

N ow what did Pau l say that they were t o  do? 

They were t o  w i t hdraw thems e l ves f rom every brother that wal keth d i s order­
l y .  " Brother"  ind i c a t e s  that he was speaking of  a p e r s on , ma l e  or  f ema l e ,  
in the church , one who p ro f e s s e s  t o  know the L o rd . 

But the p e r s on that Paul was speaking about was w a l king di s o rder l y .  F o r  
P a u l  t o  u s e  the w o r d  w a l k  meant that h e  w a s  n o t  t a l king about a p e r s on who 
had c ommi t t ed a sing l e  s i n ,  but a p e r s on who was l i ving in a d i s o r d e r l y  
!@L.. 

And what does i t  mean t o  be d i s o rder l y? 

The word i s  used in c l a s s i c a l  G r e ek of  a s o l di e r ,  o r  s o l di e rs , who a r e  out 
of  s t ep w i t h  t he others . But how are we t o  know what i s  the correct  way 
f o r  us to wal k ,  to l i ve? Paul exp l a ined in the l as t  part  of the v e r s e . A 
p e r s on was w a l king in a d i s orde r l y  fashi on , out of  s t ep , i f  he were not 
w a l k i ng " af t e r  the t radi t i on whi ch he received of  us . "  

Do you remember that we  t a l ked about t radi t i ons back in chap t e r  2 ,  verse 
15?  And we l ea rned that a t radi t i on is  s omething whi ch is  handed down 
f rom one gene r a t i on t o  another . Ther e  a r e  good t radi ti ons , and there a r e  
b a d  t radi t i ons . The t radi t i ons whi ch Chr i s t i ans have are not on l y  good , 
but they a r e  p e r f ect ! God did not give a l l  of  H i s  Word a t  one time . I t  
was a t  l ea s t  1 6 0 0  years i n  b eing wri t t en ,  and i t  was p a s s ed down f r om 
gene rat i on t o  gener at i on unt i l  at  l as t  the Word was f ini shed . In  f act , 
you c ou l d  say that the manner in whi ch the Word o f  God was gi ven t o  the 
Apost l e  Paul and the other w r i t e r s  o f  the B i b l e ,  cons t i tuted t hat Word as 
a t radi t i on .  God handed i t  down t o  the w r i t ers of  the Bi b l e ,  and f rom 
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there on i t  was t o  be passed f r om genera t i on t o  generat i on f o rever . 

Any person who i s  out o f  s t ep with the Word of  God i s  w a l king di s o rder l y .  
The wor l d  has i t s  t radi t i ons , i t s  way o f  l i ving , but they are contrary t o  
the t radi t i ons o f  God . And one o f  the f i r s t  things that a p e r s on has t o  
l ea rn when he o r  she becomes a Chri s t i an i s  that being s aved means a 
change in l i f e s t y l e .  We  have t o  get in s t ep w i t h  the W o rd of  God . When 
we get out of s t ep w i t h  the Word o f  God , that is when we become candidates 
f o r  church di s c i p l ine . The Bi b l e  not onl y needs t o  be preserved as a 
Book , but i t  needs t o  be pres erved in the l i ves of  the peop l e  o f  God . 
When the Bi b l e  s ays we are  t o  l i ve one way , and we l i ve another way , we 
are  out of  s t ep and w a l k i ng dis order l y .  Or , when t he Bi b l e  t e l l s  us not 
to do s omething , and we do i t , we are wal king d i s order l y .  The B i b l e i s  
o u r  rul e of  l i f e .  I t  i s  a l amp f o r  our feet , and a l i ght f o r  our path . 
cf . P s a . 1 1 9 : 1 0 5 . 

For an examp l e  of  di s o rder l y  l i ving , c f . 1 Cor . 5 .  
chapt e r . )  

( Read the who l e  

One o f  the s i gns o f  the s ad s t a t e  o f  the church t oday i s  s een i n  the f a c t  
that w e  t o l erate s o  much in the way o f  c onduc t that i s  out of  s t ep w i t h  
Scripture . 

What was t o  be  done w i t h  s uch a brother? 

They were to w i t hdraw t hems e l ves f rom him,  i . e . , exc l ude him f r om their  
f e l l owship . Now we know f rom other passages that this was not the f i rs t  
a c t i on t o  b e  taken b y  t he church under the di r ec t i on of  i t s  l eaders . Thi s 
was on l y  done a f t e r  everything p o s s i b l e  had been done t o  get t he p e r s on t o  
change . But i f  h e  r e f us ed t o  change , t hen f e l l owship was withdrawn . Thi s 
meant that he coul d have no p l ace o f  mini s t ry in the church . I t  meant 
that he woul d not be s erved communion . He may have been ab l e  t o  a t t end , 
but he was t o  be i s o l a t ed f r om f e l l owship w i t h  the church in order that , 
acco rding t o  verse 1 4 ,  " he may be ashamed . "  And , hopef ul l y ,  this woul d 
cont ribute t o  his r e s t o rat i on .  

So  f a r  Paul has been sp eaking in general  t e rms about a d i s orde r l y wa l k  
wi thout s aying what speci f i ca l l y  was the probl em i n  the Thess a l oni an 
chur ch . But as we move on t o  verses 7 t hrough 9 we come t o  a very imp o r ­
t ant mat t e r  in the l i f e  of  any church . I t  has t o  d o  w i t h  the examp l e  
which i s  s e t  by those who are i n  p l aces o f  l eadership . 

3 : 7  The apos t l es were not just t eachers , but they were examp l es .  They 
were not just t o  t each peop l e  what t o  bel i eve and how t o  l i ve , but 

they were t o  pract i c e  what they p r eached . Thi s i s  what Paul t o l d  Timothy 
that he needed to do . Cf . 1 Tim . 4 : 1 2 .  See a l s o 1 Thes s . 1 : 6 .  

Thi s princi p l e  showing the ways of  the L o rd i s  not on l y  t o  be c a r r i ed out 
in the chur ch , but a l s o in the home . Our teaching wi l l  a l ways be more 
ef f e ctive if those we t each can see that we are s e eking to l i ve t he way we 
are  t e aching them tha t t hey shou l d  l i ve . No  one i s  going to be  a p e r f ect 
examp l e ,  but p e r f e ct i on ought to be our g o a l . So we c ontinua l l y  s eek t o  
imp r ove in our obedience t o  the W o r d  o f  God . 

Paul had t aught this t o  the Thes s a l oni ans , and s o  he c oul d say t o  them , 
" For  your s e l ves know how ye  ought t o  f o l l ow us . "  The word " ought" i s  our 
o l d  f ri end , , best t rans l ated mus t . God ' s  p l an i s  f o r  e l ders t o  be  
examp l es t o  �t�h

-
e�f l ock . Cf . 1 Pet . 5 : 3 .  Look at  what Paul t o l d  Ti tus in 
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T i t . 2 : 7 ,  8 .  P e t e r  a l s o r emi nded those t o  whom he was w r i t ing that our 
L o rd Jesus Chr i s t  is the Sup r eme Examp l e .  He s ai d ,  " Chri s t  a l s o suf f ered 
for us , l eaving us an examp l e ,  that  we  shou l d  f o l l ow his s t eps , who did no 
s i n  . . .  " ( 1  P e t . 2 : 2 1 - 2 3 ) . 

Paul was not being l eg a l i s t i c  nor  hard in what he was s aying here . H e  was 
not on l y  c ommanding them as to what they shou l d  do , but he was putting 
hims e l f  under p r e s sure t o  c ont inue t o  be the kind o f  an e xamp l e  that they 
shou l d  f o l l ow .  There i sn ' t  anything about the Chri s t i an l i f e  that i s  
o p t i ona l . W e  a r e  t o l d  i n  Sc ripture what w e  shou l d  b e  and what w e  shou l d  
do , and that i s  the way that i t  shou l d  b e  with us . And i f  w e  have an 
e xamp l e  that we can f o l l ow ,  how thankful  we shoul d  b e ! But whatever  our 
s i tua t i on may be , we mus t  be obedi ent to the Word o f  God . We have no 
other a l t erna t i v e  i f  we expect to p l e a s e  God , and i f  we  expect t o  have H i s  
b l ess ing . 

How wonderful  i t  was t hat Paul coul d s ay ,  and they knew that i t  was t r u e ,  
that " we behaved not ours e l ves d i s order l y  among you . "  

3 : 8  H e r e  we s e e  f o r  the f i r s t  time what s ome o f  the Thes s a l oni an be l i ev­
ers were doing which was d i s p l easing to Paul , and , mos t  o f  a l l ,  to 

the L o rd . It had to do with work , and it had to do with money . 

February 2 2 ,  1 9 9 4  

"Bread" here speaks o f  f ood gener a l l y ,  but i s  the word that was common l y  
used f o r  a l l  o f  the i r  f ood becaus e i t  was the mos t  bas i c  in their diet . 
The meaning o f  thi s s t a t ement i s  that the Apos t l e  Paul did not c ome t o  
The s s a l oni ca with the idea that the peop l e  there woul d s upport him whi l e  
he was w i t h  them . "For nought " means f r e e l y ,  gr atuit ous l y .  This expres­
s i on is  t r ans l at ed in s ev e r a l  o f  the mode rn t rans l at i ons as meaning that 
Paul  did not  take any f ood f r om them w i t hout paying f o r  i t . He was  v e ry 
c a r e f u l  that p e op l e  c oul d not accuse him o f  being in Thes s a l on i c a  f or 
p e rs onal  gain rather than f o r  any way in which he c oul d ben e f i t  the 
peopl e .  

Thi s was a l i f e- l ong p r inci p l e w i t h  the Apos t l e  Paul , He s t rong l y  be­
l i eved that "the L o rd hath ordained t hat they which p r each the gospel  
shou l d  l i ve  of  the gosp e l " ( 1  Cor . 9 : 1 4 ) , i . e . , that the L o rd ' s  s ervants 
shou l d  be s upp o r t ed by the L o rd ' s  peop l e .  But he did not be l i ev e  that the 
s e rvants of the L o rd shou l d  demand , or  even expec t , t hat  this shou l d  be 
the cas e .  And so f or hims e l f ,  he worked . He worked l ong and hard , and he 
kept this up c on s t ant l y ,  as he s a i d ,  " t hat we  mi ght not b e  cha rgeab l e  t o  
any o f  y ou . "  

When he s a i d  " chargeab l e , "  he had in mind that he did not want t o  b e  a 
burden t o  them, t o  make l i f e  harder f o r  t hem in order t o  s e e  that his 
needs were met . Eadi e s a i d ,  speaking of the Apos t l e ' s  work ( probab l y  
making t ents ) ,  that " i t was heavy and unint ermi t t ed" ( p .  3 1 2 ) . Day a f t e r  
day , and o f t en i n t o  the night , he worked t o  supp o r t  hims e l f and those who 
were w i t h  him . And yet , amaz i ng l y ,  he had time f o r  the preaching of the 
Gospel , and f o r  t eaching be l i evers , and he did it with great  bl e s s ing f r om 
the L o rd . When Paul w r o t e  t o  the Cor inthi an church , in  his s ec ond epi s t l e  
he t o l d  them, " I wi l l  not be burdens ome t o  you : f o r  I s eek not y our ' s ,  
but you" ( 2  Cor . 1 2 : 1 4 ) . 

Paul was repeat ing here in 2 The s s a l onians what he had t o l d  them b e f o r e  in 
1 Thes s . 2 : 9 .  
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I t  i s  an a l a rming thing that Seminary s t udents are  being taught t oday t o  
be  v e r y  f rank in t e l l ing churches the s a l ary whi ch t hey expect and need 
wi thout being a sked by the l eaders of  the chur ch . Thi s usual l y  causes 
churches to back away , and we can unde r s t and why . When peop l e  gi ve , we 
can be thankful . But we mus t  be careful  t o  avoid the charge that we a r e  
i n  the mini s t ry f o r  what we can g e t  out o f  i t . Matthew 6 : 3 3 i s  a good 
v e r s e  f o r  a l l of the L o r d ' s  peop l e ,  but especi a l l y  f o r  the L o rd ' s  s e r ­
vant s : 

But seek ye f i r s t  the kingdom o f  God , and h i s  r i ghteousness ;  
and a l l these t hings sha l l be added unt o  you . 

3 : 9  Paul did v o l untar i l y  what he did with r egard t o  the supp l y  of  his own 
needs . " Power "  here i s  the Greek word f o r  author i t y .  God ' s  o rdained 

p l an f o r  His s ervants is that the L o rd ' s  peop l e  shou l d  s upport them . But 
this was to be done l i ke the gathering of materi a l s  f o r  the bui l ding of  
the Tabernac l e .  Peop l e  are  to  give because God moves upon thei r hearts  t o  
g i v e , and not be caus e they a r e  f o rced t o  d o  s o  by the L o rd ' s  servant s . 
The kind of  g i ving whi ch d e l i ghted the hea rt  of  the Apos t l e  Paul , and , we 
can be s ur e ,  the hea rt  of  God , was the kind that the Phi l ippian church did 
when Paul was a p r i s oner in Rome . Cf . phi l . 4 : 1 0 - 2 0 . ( Read . ) 

Paul did what he did becaus e he wanted t o  be an examp l e  t o  t he church at  
The s s a l oni ca in two respec t s : 
1 )  He  want ed t o  teach them by hi s examp l e  t o  t rust t he L o rd t o  supp l y  

t he i r  needs . 
2 )  He want ed t o  show them by hi s own examp l e  that t he usua l way in whi ch 

t he L o rd does thi s i s  by our working . 

H ow d i f f e rent the L o rd ' s  w o rk wou l d  be t oday i f  we r e a l l y  t rusted him t o  
meet our needs . Inst ead , w e  ask peop l e  t o  pl edge . More than once i n  my 
l i f e ,  in  f a c t , many t imes I have heard peop l e  s ay t hat what churches are 
interested in is  what they can get  out of  peop l e .  That charge had been 
made against the Apos t l e  even though he s ought di l i g ent l y  to avoid i t . 
And s o  we need t o  be careful  about these things . 

3 : 10 When Paul had been w i t h  them he had t aught t hem "that i f  any woul d 
not work , nei t her shou l d  he eat . "  Cf . 1 Thes s . 4 : 1 1 ,  1 2 . Why s ome 

were not working , we can on l y  gues s . But i t  is gene r a l l y  thought that 
certain peop l e  in the church were so c onvinced that the L o rd was comi ng 
back s o on ,  that  they qui t their j obs , and were w a i t ing dai l y  f o r  the Lord 
to  c ome . 

Now i t  i s  a wonde r f u l  thing f o r  the L o rd ' s  peop l e  t o  be  l ooking f o r  the 
L o rd ' s  r eturn at  any moment . In  f ac t , this i s  what we are  enc ouraged t o  
d o  by the Word o f  God . Cf . Ti tus 2 : 1 3 ,  " L ooking f o r  that b l e s s ed hope . . .  " 
But nowher e  a r e  we t aught t o  qui t working and t o  neg l ec t  our dai l y  r espon­
sibi l i t i es because the L o rd may come at  any moment . Actua l l y ,  just the 
oppo s i t e  is taught in Sc ripture . Cf . Matt . 2 4 : 4 4 - 47 . 

The s incer i t y  of  our expec t a t i on that the L o rd may c ome t oday i s  t o  be 
s een by our great er di l i gence in doing t he work whi ch we have to do . 

Now , i f  a b e l i ev e r  s t opped working , the p e op l e  of  the church wou l d  f e e l  
obl i g a t ed t o  supp o r t  him . And s o  thee wou l d  b e  a greater  burden upon 
them . But Paul want ed them t o  know that i f  anyone were not working , he 
shou l dn ' t  be eat ing . Thi s princip l e  has i t s  r o o t s  in the QT . Cf . P r ov o 
2 1 : 2 5 ,  2 6 :  

The des i r e  of  the s l othful  ki l l eth him; 
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f o r  his hands refuse t o  l abor . 
He coveteth greedi l y  a l l the day l ong : 
but the ri ghteous giveth and spareth not . 

This woul d indi c a t e  that t he p e r s on who qui t s  working f o r  any reason , even 
i f  i t  be that he i s  l ooking f o r  the L o rd ' s  return , he shou l d  not be 
c ommended f o r  his spi r i t ua l i t y ,  but he ought to be judged because of  his 
s l othful nes s , h i s  l a z iness . No  work , no eat ! It  was just as s imp l e  as 
that . The Bi b l e  t e a ches us that the Lord i s  coming , but it does not t e l l 
us when . Qui t t ing work i s ,  in once s ens e ,  s e t t i ng a da t e ,  or  at  l ea s t  an 
approximate t ime . And Paul was c ondemning that in the s t rongest poss i b l e 
way . 

3 : 1 1 One r e a s on that i t  i s  bad t o  qui t w o rking i s  becaus e i t  gives t ime 
t o  do things that we ought not t o  be doing . A non-worker can s o on 

become a busybody . Paul was not thinking about those who phys i c a l l y  are  
unab l e  to  work , o r  about those who a r e  unab l e  to  f i nd work , but of  those 
to refuse to work . Even the p e r s on who cannot f i nd work shou l d  be careful  
t o  o c cupy his t ime with p r o f i t ab l e  activity  of  s ome kind , and not  w i t h  
i d l enes s . 

What i s  a busybody? 

L i t e ra l l y  t he word means a pe r s on who works around . He  i s  not t aking c a r e  
of  hi s own a f f a i rs as h e  shou l d ;  inst ead , h e  g e t s  invo l ved in o ther 
peopl e ' s  l i ves , in  the i r  a f f a i rs . And what he gets invo l ved in a r e  
usua l l y  thi ngs t hat a r e  unimp o r t ant . 

I find i t  interest ing , and sad , that Paul had t o  speak about bus ybodies in 
one of  his f i r s t  epi s t l es ,  and t hat he had to c ome back to this s ame 
s ub j e c t  in one o f  his l as t  ep i s t l es .  The onl y two epi s t l es in whi ch thi s 
word i s  used a r e  2 Thess a l oni ans and 1 Timothy . I n  1 Timo thy Paul was 
sp eaking of  young wi dows , and this i s  what he had to say : 

And wi thal they l ea rn t o  be i d l e ,  
wandering about f rom hous e t o  hous e ;  
and not on l y  i d l e ,  but t a t t l ers a l s o  and bus ybodi es , 
speaking things whi ch they ought not ( 1  Tim . 5 : 1 3 ) .  

Peter  a l s o  menti oned bus ybodi e s . I n  1 P e t e r  4 : 1 5 he wro te , 
But l et none o f  you s u f f e r  as a murderer , 
o r  as a thi e f , or  as an evi l do e r , 
or  as a busybody in other men ' s  mat t ers . 

And s o  there i s  no doubt but that work i s  bene f i c i a l  t o  a l l  of  us s p i r i t u ­
a l l y .  On the other hand , t o  be i d l e  p r e s ents dangers whi ch we woul d not 
have if  we were busy doing our own work . Cf . again 1 Thes s . 4 : 1 1 ,  1 2  - ­
w r i t t en just before  one o f  Paul ' s  greatest passages on t he coming o f  the 
L o rd . 

3 : 1 2 I n  verse 11 Paul menti oned that he had heard t hat there were peop l e  
in the church at  Thes s a l oni ca who were "di s o rde r l y ,  working not at  

a l l ,  but  are busybodi es . "  In  this verse he addresses hims e l f  t o  them 
p e r s ona l l y .  

There i s  an imp o r t ant l es s on in t hi s ,  t o o . o f t en when the peop l e of  God 
get out of  s t ep with Sc ripture , we t a l k  about them ; we s eem hes i t ant t o  
t a l k  t o  them . Actua l l y  we ought t o  t a l k  t o  them f i rs t , prot ect ing them 
f rom exposure , or further exposure , i f  that i s  at a l l  p o s s i b l e .  This i s  
what the L o rd encouraged in Mat thew 1 8  whe re p e r s onal  o f f enses were 
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invo l ved . The Apos t l e  Paul was t eaching that by examp l e  here . what did 
he s ay t o  them? ( Read . verse 1 2 . )  

Agai n ,  as in verse 6 ,  Paul  was speaking on beha l f of  "our Lord J es us 
Chri s t . "  Paul was c ommanding and exhort ing the o f f enders in the name of  
the L o rd Jesus Chr i s t  s o  that  they woul d know t hat , if  they continued on 
in the i r  present behavi o r ,  i t  was the L o rd Whom they were displ easing , and 
f r om whom they c ou l d  we l l  expect j udgment . When we a r e  deal ing w i t h  
peopl e ,  i t  i s  just as impo r t ant that they unders t and that we are  not just 
t rying t o  f o rce our opi ni ons on them, but that we are giving them the Word 
of  God . 

To  work " with qui etne s s "  means t o  mind your own bus iness inst ead of 
spending time t e l l ing others what they shou l d  be doing .  But i t  a l s o  means 
t o  go about your bus ines s ,  not drawing a t t en t i on t o  what you are doing ,  
but jus t doing i t  primari l y  t o  pl ease the L o rd . Work p roduces spi r i t ua l  
benef i t s  f o r  us , but a l s o mat e r i a l  bene f i t s . I f  we work , we eat ; i f  we 
don ' t  work , we don ' t  eat . I t  i s  just  as simp l e  a s  that . 

God gave Adam work t o  do before  he s i nned . And He didn ' t  chang e that 
a f t e r  Adam s i nned . The di f f e rence was that hi s s in made his work more 
di f f i cu l t .  So l et us work , be thankful  that we can work , and that the 
Lord has gi ven us the abi l i t y  to do what we have to do . Paul s ought t o  
t each by his examp l e  a s  w e l l a s  by his words , and w e  shou l d  s eek t o  d o  the 
s ame thing . Even as we get o l de r ,  we need t o  keep busy doing what ever the 
L o rd gives us t o  do . S o l omon gave good adv i c e  f o r  h i s  day as wel l as f o r  
ours : "What s o ever t h e y  hand f indeth t o  do , do i t  with thy might " ( Ecc . 
9 : 10 a ) . Paul t o l d  the Roman church that they were t o  be " no t  s l othful in 
bus iness"  ( Rom . 1 2 : 1 1 ) . 

Mat thew Henry made this c omment : 
I t  was a p r overb i a l  s aying among the Jews , He who does not l abour 
does not deserve to eat . The l abourer i s  worthy of  hi s meat ; but 
what i s  the l oi t er e r  worthy o f ?  I t  i s  the wi l l  of God that every man 
shoul d have a c a l l ing , and mind hi s c a l l ing , and make a bus i ness of  
i t ,  and that none shou l d  l i ve l i ke us e l ess drones in the w o r l d .  such 
p e r s ons do what in them l i es to defeat the sentence , In  the sweat of 
thy face sha l t thou eat thy bread . I t  was not the mere humour of  the 
apos t l e ,  who was an active s t i rr ing man hims e l f and there f o r e  wou l d  
have every body e l s e  t o  b e  s o  t o o , but i t  was the c ommand o f  our L o rd 
Jesus Chri s t ,  that w i th qui etness we work , and eat our own bread,  v .  
1 2 . Men ought s ome way or  other t o  earn their own l i ving , otherw i s e  
they d o  n o t  e a t  t hei r own bread ( V o l . VI , pp . 8 0 4 , 8 0 5 ) . 

To  work qui e t l y  means at  l ea s t  two things : 
1 )  We work minding our own busines s , not o ther peopl e ' s  bus ines s . 
2 )  We make no great f an f a r e  about what we do . We simp l y  work f rom day t o  

day , fai thful i n  o u r  respons ibi l i t i es , s eeking t o  p l ease the L ord in 
what we do . 

3 : 1 3 Here Paul indi c a t es that those who are doing the r i ght thing , 
s e rving the L o rd as they shoul d ,  need enc ouragement t o  continue on 

doing what the L ord has gi ven them t o  d o .  cf . a l s o G a l . 6 : 9 ,  " And l et us 
not be weary in w e l l doing : f o r  in due s ea s on . . .  " 

Paul was indi c a t i ng , as Erdman s a i d  s o  wel l ,  
No  mat t e r  what may be the c onduct of  others , do not f a i l  in 
f a i r  and nob l e  thing . Persevere in your honorab l e  cours e .  

doing the 
Do  not 



2 Thes s . 3 : 6 - 1 5  ( 4 5 )  

t i re in the path o f  duty ( pp . 9 8 , 9 9 ) . 
Another p e r s on ' s  dis obedience does not j us t i f y  our d i s obedi ence . We do 
not know what a f f ec t  Paul ' s  l et t e r  had on the bus ybodi es . Hopeful l y  i t  
was very e f f ec t i v e . But even i f  n o  one changed , the f a i t hful  p e op l e  were 
to continue to be f ai thful , and not to be weary in doing what the L o rd had 
g i v en t hem t o  do . 

We o f t en think o f  s e rving the L o rd as doing s omething in the chur ch , or  
conducting a B i b l e c l as s  s omewhere . And that is  s e rving the L o rd . But  we 
need t o  remember that the L o rd c ons iders a l l  t hat  we do as s e rvice t o  Him 
i f  we a r e  where He want s us t o  be , doing what He wants us t o  do , and 
s eeking t o  do i t  f or H i s  g l ory . I t  mus t  have been very enc ouraging t o  the 
s e rvants in C o l o s s e  f o r the Apos t l e  Paul t o  wri te to s p ec i f i c a l l y  to them , 

Servant s , obey in a l l things your mas t e r s  according t o  the f l es h ;  
n o t  with eyeservi c e ,  a s  menp l easers ; 
but in s i ng l eness o f  hea r t , f earing God : 
And wha t s o ever ye do , do i t  hea r t i l y ,  
as t o  the L o rd , and not unt o  men ; 
Knowing that o f  the L o rd ye sha l l receive the reward 
o f  the inhe r i t anc e : FOR YE SERVE THE LORD CHRI ST 
( Co l . 3 : 2 2 - 2 4 ) . 

A mother ' s  mini s t ry can be t aking care o f  her chi l dr en . At t imes our 
mini s t ry can be taking care of s ome needy member of our f ami l y .  We have a 
continuing mini s t ry t o  each othe r ,  t o  be examp l es , t o  give enc ouragement , 
and , whenever poss i b l e by the L o rd ' s  l eading , t o  pass on the Word . cf . 
I s a .  50 : 4 .  

3 : 1 4 The l as t  two v e r s es o f  this s e c t i on have t o  do w i t h  those who 

had 
1 )  

continued w a l king di so rde r l y  in s p i t e  o f  a l l that the Apos t l e  Paul 
w r i t t en .  The peop l e  were : . 
To  " no t e "  him.  Thi s means that he was t o  be ident i f i ed .  Just how 
this was done , we are not t o l d .  But he was t o  be designated a s  one 
who was out of s t ep with the Word of God . The word " no t e "  actua l l y  
means t o  mark him .  

2 )  "Have no company w i t h  him . " Fe l l owship was t o  be w i t hdrawn . 

The object  o f  thi s was that t he o f f ender " may be as hamed . "  And in his 
shame , wou l d  r ep ent o f  hi s s i n ,  t urn back to the L o rd , and be r eins t a t ed 
i n  f e l l owship w i t h  the p e op l e  o f  G o d . I f  a p e r s on i s  t r u l y  saved , h e  w i l l  
not be ab l e  t o  cont inue in a l i f e  o f  broken f e l l owship with the L o rd nor 
with the peop l e  o f  God . 

And here i s  Paul ' s  f i nal  word about those who were w a l king d i s order l y :  

3 : 1 5 The o f f ender shou l d  be t r eated as a be l i ev e r , not as an unbe l i ever . 
He may not be a t rue bel i ev e r . I f  that i s  the c as e ,  t ime wi l l  bring 

that out . But ini t i a l l y  the approach has to be as one woul d dea l with 
another member of  the body of  Chri s t .  

Thus , Paul was enc ouraging the church t o  give p e op l e  the bene f i t  o f  any 
doubt t hat might exi s t .  What was done in di s c i p l ine was t o  be done in 
tenderness and c ompass i o n ,  s eeking the r e s t o ra t i on of the one who was 
s inning , and not their f i nal departure f r om t he church . 

I t  i s  imp o r t ant that we remember the words of James 5 : 1 9 ,  2 0  when we are  
deal ing with a brother o r  s i s t er who i s  in s i n . 



2 Thes s . 3 : 6 - 1 5  ( 4 6 )  

We might f e e l  that Paul was making a mountain out o f  mo l e  hi l l  in  deal ing 
with such a s i n  as is menti oned her e ,  but we  need to r emember that the 
s l i ght e s t  devi a t i on f r om the Word of  God i s  a l ways very s eri ous . In  
addi t i on ,  one s i n  wi l l  inevi t a b l y  l ead to  o thers , and s i n  in one p e r s on 
c an eas i l y  spread thr ough a who l e  church . So s i n  mus t never be t aken 
l i ght l y .  I t  i s  infini t e l y  imp o r t ant that we  a l l  be wal king in s t ep with 
each other bec aus e we are  wal king in s t ep wi th the Word of  God . 

- a -



THE SECOND EPI STLE OF PAUL TO THE THESSALON IANS 
2 The s s a l oni ans 3 : 1 6 - 1 8  

February 2 8 ,  1 9 9 4  

Int r o : These three verses  bring us t o  t he end o f  this epi s t l e .  

We have s een that Paul had three things that he was c oncerned about whi ch 
l ed t o  the w r i t ing of this epi s t l e :  
1 )  In  chapter 1 :  the t r i a l s the church in Thes s a l on i c a  was exper i encing . 
2 )  In  chapter 2 :  the f a l s e  teaching that had c ome the i r  way r egarding 

the day of  the L o rd . 
3 )  I n  chap t e r  3 :  the need t o  di s c i p l ine those who were not working , 

evi dent l y  because t hey be l i eved that the c oming of  the Lord was 
imminent , and so had become bus ybodi es , i n t e r f e ring in other p e op l e ' s  
l i ves . 

H i s  t one has been very l oving and graci ous , but very c l ea r . I t  i s  appar­
ent that t he Devi l did not take l ong to do what he c ou l d  to hinder a work 
whi ch had enj oyed s uch speci a l  b l e s s i ng f rom the L o rd . I t  shou l d  be a 
reminde r  t o  us that we can a l ways expect satani c oppos i t i on wherever the 
L o rd is p l eased to b l es s . 

But now we come t o  hi s c onc l us i on .  In  the out l i ne I have c a l l ed i t  a 
BENED I CT I ON AND CONCLU S I ON . What Paul wrote in thes e three verses shou l d  
not b e  c ons idered a s  just a usu a l  conc l us i on ,  but a c l o s e  exami n a t i on o f  
them wi l l  show that he was express ing his dependence on the L o r d  t o  
preserve the work i n  Thess a l oni c a  and t o  continue H i s  b l ess ing upon them 
both individua l l y  and as a church . I t  i s  good f o r  us t o  remember that the 
H o l y Spi r i t  guided the Apos t l e  Paul in w r i t ing thes e l as t  three verses 
just as much as He did in the w r i t ing o f  a l l that Paul had wri t t en before . 
Theref o r e , i t  i s  good f o r  us t o  t ake speci a l  note o f  what Paul s a i d . 

Spurgeon had this t o  s ay about Paul ' s  wo rds her e :  

When the heart i s  f u l l o f  l ove i t  f inds the hand t o o  feeb l e  f o r  i t s  
des i res . Hence i t  s eeks r e l i e f  in inte rcess i on and benedi c t i on ;  
wi shing , p raying and b l ess ing where i t  cannot actua l l y  e f f e ct i t s  l oving 
purpose . The apos t l e  wou l d  have done f o r  the The s s a l oni ans a l l the good 
that was concei vab l e  had it been in his powe r ,  but his wishes f a r  
out s t r ipped h i s  abi l i t i e s , and the r e f o r e  he betook hims e l f  t o  interced­
ing for  them , and to  invoking the b l ess ing of  t he L o rd and Mas t e r  whom 
he s erved . 

And then Spurgeon added this word o f  exho r t a t i on : 

Here i s  a l es s on f o r  us in the a r t  o f  doing good ; a s  we l engthen the 
eyesight w i t h  the t e l e s c ope , as we s end our words a f a r  by the t e l egraph , 
s o  l et us e x t end out abi l i ty t o  do good by the c on s t ant use of  i n t e r c e s ­
s o r y  p r ayer . 

And then Spurgeon added thi s : 

The s l enderness of  our power t o  b l es s  o thers wi l l  be no det riment t o  
them i f  i t  l ead us t o  l ay ho l d  upon the eterna l s t reng t h ,  f o r  that wi l l  
br ing into the f i e l d  a s up e r i o r  power t o  b l ess , and our inf i rmi t y  wi l l  

onl y make space f o r  the disp l ay of  divine grace ( The Met r opo l i tan 

Taberna c l e  Pulpi t ,  V o l . 2 3 ,  p .  1 4 5 ) . 

Thus we can see that these l as t  three verses , a s  short a s  they a r e ,  
contain s ome very imp o r t ant l es s ons f o r  us . 
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3 : 1 6  The great burden that was upon our L o rd ' s  hea r t  f o r  H i s  peopl e ,  
a c c o rding t o  what we can l earn f rom His prayer in John 1 7  was t hat 

they woul d be one . I f  this were t o  be rea l i z ed , then i t  woul d requi re 
that peace p r evai l .  But where there are di f f e rences and disagr eements , 
there r ea l l y  can be no peace . 

W e  have l ooked at  three spec i f i c  s i tuat i ons in the church a t  Thes s a l onica : 
the i r  t ri a l s ,  the i r  confus i on about the day of  t he L o rd , and the peop l e  in 
the church who were w a l king d i s o rder l y .  Each one had the p o t en t i a l  f o r  
dest roying the uni ty o f  the church , and a l l  three t ogether coul d have put 
an end to the work ent i r e l y .  But Paul a l s o knew that the L o rd woul d not 
l e t t hat  happen . However ,  he did not just  rest in the s overeignty of  God ; 
he keen l y  f e l t that he shou l d  be p raying f o r  them . And s o  this i s  what he 
was doing as he br ought his epi s t l e  to a c l os e ,  and what he int ended t o  
keep on doing a s  he c ont inued on w i t h  hi s mi ni s t ry i n  other p l aces . 

On l y  the L o rd c an give a church peace . There a r e  a l ways peop l e  who want 
t o  have their  own way , or who a l ways want t o  be in the spo t l i ght . The re 
are those who f e e l  that the church does not have the right kind of  l eader­
shi p ,  and therefore are  c r i t i c a l . Our B i b l es give us many i l l us t r a t i ons 
of  things whi ch t ook p l ac e  among the peop l e  of God in the past , both in 
I s ra e l  and in the church , things which had t he p o t ent i a l  f o r  d i s rupt ing 
the w o rk of  the L o rd . Ther e  is har d l y  a r equest that we need to pray f o r  
our churches more than these r equests w i t h  whi ch Paul  concl uded this 
epi s t l e .  We have a c ont inuing need f o r  peac e !  

Paul spoke o f  our L o rd ( and he mus t  have been r e f e r ring t o  the L o rd Jes us 
Chri s t ) ,  as " t he L o rd of  peace . "  Actua l l y  al l Three P e r s ons of  the 
Godhead are menti oned in S c ripture as having t o  do with peac e . For  
examp l e ,  we have Heb . 1 3 : 2 0 whi ch begins , "Now the God of  peac e ,  that 
brought again f rom the dead our L o rd J esus . . .  " And then we know that 
" peace"  is a part of  the f ruit of the Spi r i t  a c c ording to Gal . 5 : 2 2 .  Our 
L o rd s a i d  to His di s c i p l es whi l e  they were t ogether in the Upper Room , 
" Peace I l eave w i t h  you , my peace I give unt o  you . . .  " ( John 1 4 : 2 7 ) . And 
then the l as t  r e c o rded word whi ch J ohn has given us before  the L o rd and 
the di s c i p l es got  t o  Gethsemane was , "These things have I spoken unt o  you 
that in me ye might have peace . . . •• ( John 1 6 : 3 3 ) . 

So there c an be no doubt but that the Three Pers ons of  the Godhead want us 
t o  have peace ; They want us to be peaceful  in our hea r t s  and in our 
r e l a t i onships w i t h  each other . 

What does i t  mean t o  have peace? 

I t  means f o r  things to be harmoni ous within us and among us , not in 
turmoi l .  I t  c annot mean an absence of  t r oub l e  becaus e we are  " bo rn unt o  
t r oub l e ,  a s  the sparks f l y  upwards" ( J ob 5 : 7 ) . The L o rd a s l eep i n  the 
ship in the mi dst of  t he s t orm, i s  a great p i cture o f  pea ce . Peace does 
not mean that we are  indi f f e rent to d i f f i cu l t i es and p r ob l ems , but i t  
means t hat we are  rest ing in t he L o rd , knowing that H e  i s  i n  c ont r o l  and 
that He wi l l  work a l l  things t ogether f o r  good . Peace c a l l s  f o r  submi s ­
s i on and humi l i t y o f  hear t . Sin p r oduces t urmoi l ;  grace p roduces peac e .  
But a l l o f  us shou l d  know by now that on l y  the L o r d  c an give us peace . 
Paul was not praying j us t  that the L o rd woul d o f f e r  i t  t o  them , but that 
He woul d " gi ve"  it t o  them . 

But l o ok at  the rest  of  the v e rs e . S omet imes we have r e a s on t o  f e e l  that 
Paul was not rea l i s t i c  because of  the way he prayed . And yet he was very 
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r ea l i s t i c , a l ways t rue t o  l i f e .  And here he prayed that t he L o rd woul d 
g i v e  them "peace a l ways by a l l  means . "  

Let  us think , f i rs t ,  about that word " a l ways . "  One commentator  s a i d  that 
this means not int e rmi t t ent l y ,  not just now and then when s ome s p e c i a l  
need a r i ses , "not peri odi ca l l y , "  but " a l ways"  ( Eadi e ,  p .  3 2 2 ) . We  a l l  
know what i t  means t o  have p e a c e  s ometimes , but what about " a l ways " ? 

Now i f  the L o rd i s  t o  give us peace " a l ways , "  and we  can on l y  get i t  f r om 
Him,  then i t  means that we  need t o  s t a y  c l os e  by Him . Thi s cal l s  f o r  a 
deepening and a s t r eng thening o f  our f e l l owship with Him . Thi s means that 
we cannot a f f o rd to negl ect our Bi b l es . The P s a l mi s t  s ai d ,  " G reat p e a c e  
have they whi ch l ove thy l aw [ thy W o rd ] : and nothing sha l l  o f f end them" 
( Ps a . 1 1 9 : 1 6 5 ) .  There i s  no such t hing as f e l l owship w i t h  the L o rd i f  we  
a r e  negl ect ing to  read our Bibl es and t o  medi t a t e  on what we read . 

I t  a l s o means prayer . Paul was p raying f o r  peace , and we need t o  pray f o r  
peac e . Paul a l ways prayed that the peop l e  of God wou l d  have peac e . We  
pray that the L o rd wi l l  take our t r i a l s  away , but He wants us  t o  l earn 
what it means to have peace in the mi dst  o f  our t r i a l s .  Paul was speaking 
of hi s own p e rs onal  peace when he t o l d  the Phi l i ppi ans in his l et t e r  t o  
them ,  " I  have l ea rned , i n  wha t s oever s t a t e  I am , therew i t h  t o  b e  content " 
( Phi l . 4 : 1 1 ) . Tha t i s  peac e !  

But i t  was not just "peace a l ways , "  but "by a l l  means . "  

This means , in  every way . I have a l r eady menti oned the W o rd and prayer . 
More o f  our peace comes thr ough the Word and prayer t han f r om any other 
sourc e . But in g oing to the Word , we f i nd God , we f ind Chri s t ,  we f ind 
the H o l y Spiri t .  And this  i s  wher e  I sa i ah ' s  words in I s a . 2 6 : 3 ,  4 bec ome 
so imp o r t ant : " Thou wi l t  keep him in p e r f e c t  peace . . .  " 

That v e r s e  a l s o  t eaches us that peace c omes thr ough t rusting the L o rd . We  
don ' t  have peace as l ong as we a r e  t rying to  g e t  the L o rd to  do things our 
way , but when we s u r r ender t o  Him, and t rust Him to do what i s  best f o r  
us . 

Paul ' s  p r ayer sounds a l i t t l e l ik e  the p r ayer that Aaron was t o  pray f o r  
t he chi l dren o f  I s r ae l . You f i nd i t  i n  Num . 6 : 2 4- 2 6 :  

The L o rd b l ess t he e ,  and keep thee : 
The L o rd make his f a c e  shine upon thee , 
and b e  graci ous unt o  t he e : 
The L o rd l i f t  up hi s c ount enance upon thee , 
and give thee peac e .  

D o  you remember the st ory o f  Hannah and how she prayed f or a chi l d? On 
one v i s i t  t o  Shi l oh she was p raying s i l ent l y  and E l i  thought she was 
drunk . But she t o l d  him that she wasn ' t  drunk ; she was on l y  pour ing out 
her  heart to the L o rd . Somehow E l i knew that the L o rd had heard her and 
was going t o  answer he r ,  and s o  he s a i d ,  "Go in p e ac e : and the God o f  
I s ra e l  g rant thee thy p e t i t i on t hat thou has t asked o f  him" ( 1  Sam . 7 : 1 7 ) . 
The f o l l owing v e r s e  t e l l s  us that Hannah " went her way , "  and that " he r  
c ount enance was n o  more s ad . "  That i s  peace . She had p e a c e  through an­
swered prayer . 

The r e  i s  s o  much more that coul d b e  s a i d  about peace , but l et me g o  on t o  
the l as t  part o f  verse 1 6  whe re Paul added , "The Lord b e  with you a l l . "  
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Thi s i s  not t o  be s ep a r a t ed f r om Paul ' s  f i rst  peti t i on about peace , but i s  
a v i t a l  part o f  i t . But why wou l d  Paul pray that the L o rd wou l d  b e  with 
them when the L o rd had t o l d  H i s  d i s c i p l es before He went back t o  heaven , 
" And , 1 0 ,  I am with you a l way [ a l l  the days ] ,  even unt o  the end o f  the 
wor l d" (Mat t .  2 8 : 2 0 ) . And we can a l l  t ake comf ort  in what the L o rd s a i d  
t o  Joshua in Joshua 1 : 9  becaus e i t  i s  quoted f o r  us i n  Heb . 1 3 : 5 :  " I  wi l l  
never l eave thee , nor f orsake thee . "  The L o rd i s  a l ways with us ; He wi l l  
never l eave us . Why then did Paul pray, " The L o rd be with you a l l "? 

He was p raying that they woul d see the evi dence in the i r  l i ves that the 
L o rd was on their s i d e ,  working f o r  them, b l ess ing them, meeting their  
needs , and keeping their hear t s  in peace . 

The best expl ana t i on in Scripture that I have f ound o f  what i t  means t o  
have the Lord with us i s  i n  what the L o rd s ai d  t o  Jacob when he was 
l eaving home to get away f r om Esau . On that ni ght when he had s t ones f o r  
his p i l l ow ,  he dreamed o f  a l adder reaching f r om earth t o  heaven , and the 
Lord was s t anding at the t op of the l adder . But one thing that the L o rd 
s aid t o  Jacob that ni ght was thi s : 

And , beho l d ,  I am with thee , 
and wi l l  keep thee in a l l  p l aces whi ther thou goes t , 
and wi l l  bring thee again into this l and ; 
f o r  I wi l l  not l eave thee , unt i l  I have done 
that whi ch I have sp oken t o  thee of ( Gen . 2 8 : 1 5 ) , 

Jacob had done s ome wr ong things , and his mother had hel p ed him.  But the 
L o rd met w i t h  Jacob t o  a s s ure him that he wou l d  be w i t h  him to he l p  him ,  
t o  b l ess  him ,  and ul tima t e l y  wou l d  bring him back home a di f f e rent man ! 
How graci ous the L o rd i s  -- on our s i d e ,  t o o ,  many times when we l ea s t  
d e s  e r v e i t !  .. W', \:.\-.. you." - � 'fa,,"" :;i 0.... t:..+.:r� ... . ''-4. 

I f  we real l y  want t o  s e e  what i t  means t o  have the L o r d  w i t h  us , t hen we 
need t o  be careful  to w a l k in obedience to Him.  David c ou l d  have peace 
even f a c i ng death because you wi l l  r emember that he said in P s a l m  2 3 , 

Yes , though I wa l k  through the v a l l ey o f  the shadow of dea t h ,  
I wi l l  f ea r  n o  evi l : f o r  thou are w i th me . .  ( Ps a . 2 3 : 4 ) .  

The presence o f  the L o rd assures us o f  peace . 

But l et us move on t o  v e r s e  1 7 . 

3 : 1 7 We l ea rned in 2 Thess . 2 : 2  that s omebody had w r i t ten t o  the church 
and indi c a t ed in s ome way that i t  was a l et t e r  f r om Paul . But i t  

was not ! And i t  was that l et t e r  whi ch had cont r i buted t o  t he c onfus i on 
that the peop l e  had over the day o f  the L o rd . I t  s e ems that Paul did not 
wri te his epi s t l e s ;  he d i c t ated them to s omeone e l s e ,  p r obab l y  because he 
had p o o r  eyesi ght . But he a l ways s igned them . And s o  he was making sure 
that they knew that this epi s t l e  was real l y  f r om him ! That meant not onl y 
that i t  was a genuine Paul ine epi s t l e ,  but , s ince he was an apos t l e ,  this 
meant that they were to a c c ept hi s l e t t e r  as f r om God , inspi r ed by God , 
w r i t t en under the di rect i on o f  the Ho l y  Spi ri t . The r e f o re , they were t o  
a c c ept i t  a s  the very Word o f  God , and i t  wou l d  s erve t o  guide them, a l ong 
w i t h  the f i r s t  epi s t l e ,  as l ong as t hey l i ved . They wou l d  have had no 
idea t hat a l mos t 2 , 0 0 0  years l at e r  a g r oup o f  Chri s t i ans in P o r t l and , 
Oreg on wou l d  be going thr ough thi s s ame l et t e r  eager l y  s eeking t o  l ea rn 
what Paul t o l d  them s o  we coul d get  he l p  f r om i t ,  t o o .  

S o  this l et t e r  was t o  be read and re- read , and p r obab l y  was many , many 
t imes , unt i l  i t  was w r i t t en upon the hearts of the peopl e .  May i t s  t ruth 
be wri t t en upon our hea rts , t o o . 
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And now we c ome t o  the l as t  vers e :  

3 : 1 8 The l et t e r  began with grace ( s ee 1 : 2 ) , and i t  ends with grace . And 
s o  we concl ude as we began , w i t h  both grace and peace . Sure l y  this 

shou l d  t e l l us how much we need them both,  and need them c ontinua l l y .  

I w on ' t  repeat what I s a i d  before  about grace except to remind you that 
the grace of  God means God ' s  undeserved b l ess ing gi ven to s t rengthen us . 
We need t o  be r eminded every day that there i s  not a s i ng l e  b l ess ing whi ch 
the L o r d  has gi ven us , or ever wi l l  give us , whi ch we deserv e .  But we 
a l s o need to rememb e r  that we  are t rophi es of  grace ! I t  i s  on l y  by the 
grace of  God that we are  what we  a r e , and i t  wi l l  on l y  be by the grace of  
God that s ome day we wi l l  be l i ke the L o r d  Jesus . I t  i s  on l y  by God ' s  
grace that we are  ab l e  t o  p l ease Him and t o  g l o r i f y  Him and t o  worship 
Him.  

And so we a l l  need grac e ,  and need it every day . "Amen . "  So  be  i t ! Here 
i s  another prayer whi ch we can pray for each other , and be abs o l ut e l y  
certain that we  are p raying a c c o rding t o  the wi l l  of  God . And that 
assures us of  an answer . Paul knew the peace of  Chri s t , and He knew t he 
grace o f  Chr i s t . And i t  was a l ways his prayer that the peop l e  of  God 
wou l d  f i nd the i r  greatest happiness day a f t e r  day in the enj oyment of 
those s ame b l ess ings f r om the L o rd . 
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