
ItlL -- E/1Y/E4 a . m .  

THE MACEDON IAN CALL 
Acts 16:6-40 

' j  '. 

Intro : Our text tel l s  about the estab l i sh i ng  of the church  i n  
Ph i  I i pp i .  

L i ghtfoot wrote years ago , 
It  was i n  the course of h i s  second m i s s i onary j ourney , about 
the year 52 ( A .D . ) ,  that St . Pau l f i rst v i s i ted Phi l i ppi . 
H i s  assoc i ates were Si las  who had accompan ied h i m  from 
Jerusa l em,  Timotheus whom they had taken up at Lystra , and 
Luke who had recent ly  j o i ned the party at Troas.( p .  49) .  

We are con s i dering th i s  s i xteenth chapter of Acts i n  preparat i on 
for our stud ies i n  the Ep i st l e  of Paul to the Ph i l i pp i ans . 

Summary of the chapter: 
1) NoteiWhar-Paui trIed to do--the c l osed doors , two of them : 

i n  As i a ,  and i n  B ithyn i a  (Acts 16:6-8). 
2) Pau l 's guidance--the unusua l ca l l ( Acts 16:9). 
3) The q u i ck trip  to Macedon ia  (Acts 16:10-12).  
4) The fi rst-ment i oned m i n i stry--by the r ivers i de on the sabbath 

day .  Here we read of Lyd ia ' s  s a l vat i on (Acts 16:13-15). 
5) The demon-possessed g ir l , and her deliverance from the demon 

by the Apostle Pau l (Acts 16:16-18). 
Th i s  l ed to the f i rst oppos it ion wh ich res u lted i n  • •  

6) The beat i ng and impri sonment of Paul and S i l as ( Acts 16: 
19-24). 

7 )  The s a l vation of the Ph i l ipp ian j a i lor ,  and h i s  ent i re 
fam i l y  ( Acts 16:25-34) . 

F i na l ly ,  we are to l d  of • • .  
8) The re l ease of Pau l and S i l as ,  and the i r  departure from 

Ph i l i pp i , as they made the i r  way south to Thessa lon ica .  

Pau l ' s  time i n  Ph i  I i pp i  apparently was very short. "Certa i n  
days"  are mentioned i n  Acts 16:12, and "many days" i n  verse 18. 
It seems that he and h i s  co-workers were there on ly  a matter of 
a few weeks at the most ( perhaps two or three ) ,  and , wh i l e 
spectacular thi ngs took p l ace during the v i s i t ,  we certa i n l y  
cannot ca l l  the resu lts spectacu l a r !  

But , by the t ime that Paul wrote the Ph i l i ppian  epistle to them 
approx imate ly  10 years l ater when he was experi enc ing h i s  f i rst 
impri sonment in Rome , a thr i v i ng church was in exi stence,  with 
" b i shops and deacons"  ( Ph i  I .  1: 1). 

It i s  important to have th i s  background before we get i nto the 
Ep i st l e  itse l f .  The who l e  chapter is very important and 
i n struct i ve in many ways , but I was to focus i n  upon three 
pOi nts wh ich  Luke made in wri t i ng up th i s  h i story of the work of 
the Lord in Ph i l ippi , and how he d i rected Pau l  even before he 
got to th i s  c ity . 
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1) The f i rst has to do with Pau l 's ca l l  to Macedon i a .  
2) The second has to do w ith the sa l vat i on of Lyd i a .  
3) The th i rd has to do with the sa lvat i on of the Ph i l ipp ian 

j a i l or .  

The f i rst has to do with the importance of the p l ace of Paul ' s  
m i n i stry . -

The second has to do with the f i rst convert whom Pau l was sent 
to reach . So we wi l l  be th inking about th is  person , Lyd i a .  

The th i rd has to do with the way the Lord used persecution to 
accomp l i s h  H i s  purpose.  

Al l three have to do with Pau l ' s  witnes s .  The f i rst , with the 
p l ace; the second , with a part i cu l ar person; the th i rd ,  wit� 
the outcome of the persecut i on .  

I. THE PLACE TO WITNESS ( Acts 16:6-12). 

We are taught i n  th i s  passage to expect the lead ing of the 
Holy Sp i rit in our witnes s i ng both as to time and to p l ace! 

There is no doubt but that the Church in every generation is 
c a l l ed of God to preach the Gospel to every creature. We 
l earned that i n  Acts 1:8. But we miss  rea l  b l ess i ngs 
because we do not l ook to the Holy Sp ir it  to gu ide us to the 
right peop l e  i n  the right p l aces at the r ight time !  

The ma i n  i dea that most Ctlr i st ians  have about the i r  w itness 
is that they are to go out and get as many to rece i ve Christ 
as they poss ib ly  can . And so they may ask the Holy Sp i rit 
to use them, but they have l ittl e  or no conception of the 
d i stinct i ve way the Holy Sp i r i t  works . It i s  not the will 
of God to save everyone.  If i t  were , everyone wou l d  be  saved 
because God i s  sovereign and He can save whomsoever He wants 
to save. He has a peop l e  in every generation whom He has 
chosen before the foundation of the wor l d ,  and He knows where 
they are ,  and when He i ntends to save them . 

Eventua l ly there was going to be a great work of evangel i sm 
done i n  the Roman prov i nce of As i a ,  but at th i s  time Pau l 
and S i  las and Timothy "were forbi dden of the Holy Ghost to 
preach the word in As i a "  ( v .  6) . Th ink about that statement! 
That meant ,  they tried to go west from where tney-had been . 
But the Sp i rit s a i d ,  " No ! " 

So they tried to go north . 

Aga i n ,  when they tried to enter Bithyn i a ,  the Holy Spir it  
wou l d  not let them. ( See v .  7 . ) 

Paul  must have been somewhat perplexed by th i s  t ime , wonder-



Acts 16:6-40 (3 ) 

ing what the Lord was do ing with them. 

But then he was g i ven a v I s Ion .  ( It wou ld  be wonderful if  
the Lord wou l d  a l ways dea l with us  as  c l early as  He  d i d  with 
Pau l i n  this  i nstance. But , remember,  that He d i d  not 
a lways dea l wi th Pau l in this  way. I n  fact,  th i s  seems to 
have been the on ly time that Paul was g i ven such guidance . ) 

Read verse 9.  

The cal l of  the Sp i rit of God to Paul  at th i s  particu l ar 
time was to carry the Gospel i nto Europe--and he was to go 
there immed i ately ! It  does not seem that Paul had th i s  i n  
m i n d  at a l l .  There sure ly  were p lenty of people  to preach 
the Gospel to where he was , but that was not the p l a n  the 
Ho ly  Sp i rit had . 

How we need to depend upon the Holy Sp ir it  to guide us i n  
our wi tnes s i ng , a s  we need to depend upon H im  t o  guide us i n  
everyth i ng e l s e !  

So , with apparently n o  delay,  Paul found h imse lf  i n  the ch ief 
c ity of Macedon i a ,  PH I L I PP I , wh ich a l so was a Roman colony. 
And a work was to be done there which would be recorded i n  
the ann a l s  of Scri pture for the i nstruct ion and bles s i ng of 
the Church throughout her h i story ! 

But notice the cal l i n  verse 9. 

Let us make sure that we understand it.  

In  the f i rst p l ace , this  ca l l did  not mean that everyone i n  
Macedonia  was wa iti ng-ror-rneGOSper-analWantTng to be saved� 
There IS no eVIdence tna[ anybody was-rGoklng for-ni� Un
regenerate peop l e  do not want the Gospe l .  

But we can say that there were peop l e  i n  Macedon i a  who wanted 
hel p .  There are people a l l over the worl d  who want he lp .  
�they are look i ng for he lp .  Some th ink that they have 
found i t .  But most peop l e  do not know what k i nd of help  
they need-- l i ke the man in  Acts 3 whose friends carried h im 
to the gate of the Temp l e  every day where he cou l d  beg from 
the people as they went i nto the Temp l e .  He obv ious ly 
needed money , but that was not h i s  real need . 

How cou l d  Pau l be of the greatest help  to the peop l e  of 
Macedon ia? He had no question i n  h i s  mind regard i ng that. 
He could g i ve them the greatest help  by preach i ng the Gospel 
to them . And that is j ust what he d i d !  The peop l e  i n  
Macedonia  had their re l i g ion , but they d i d  not have Christ !  
That i s  why Paul  went there . 
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May our hearts be j ust a s  conv i nced that this  i s  the ma i n  
way that we are to he l p  peop l e--through te l l ing  them of the 
Lord Jesus Chr i st ! 

But l et me go on to a second poi nt :  

I I .  ONE PERSON PAUL WAS SENT TO PH I L IPPI TO REACH (Acts 1 6 :  
1 3- 1 5 ) .  

Here i s  a most i nteresting s i tuat ion . 

Do you know where Thyat i ra was? 

It was in the Roman prov i nce of As i a  where Paul  had tried to 
go. 

Let me ask you another quest ion : Did you ever hear about the 
doctri ne of e lect ion? ( Exp l a i n  what it i s . )  

These are the peop le who are going to be saved : the e lect of 
God ! But we do not know who they are .  They are not marked 
i n  any way . Somet imes they are as hosti le toward Christ as 
the dev i l  h imself when we fi rst approach them with the 
Gospe l .  But the Lord knows who they are ,  and where they are , 
and when He i ntends to reach them. 

Lyd i a  was probably a Jewess.  She cou l d  have been a Genti l e 
proselyte , but more l i kely she was a Jewess.  She had gone 
a l l  the way from Thyat i ra i n  As i a  to Ph i l i pp i  i n  Macedon i a  
o n  busi nes s ,  never know i ng that the Holy  Sp i ri t  wou l d  bring 
tne Apostle Pau l there so that she cou l d  hear the Gospel and 
be saved. 

And , as Paul preached , the Lord opened her heart . 

Th i s  means two thing s :  
1) That before the Lord opened i t ,  her 

the Gospe l .  She d i d  not want to be 
want to hear about Christ.  

But it  a l so means 
2 )  That she d i d  not open her own heart . 

that; nobody can do that . This  i s  a 
God . And it i s  absol utely necessary 
th i s  before anyone wi l l  be saved . 

heart was c l osed to 
saved . She d i d  not 

Nobody wi II do 
sovere ign work of 
that the Lord do 

And remember one more th ing : The Lord cou l d  have opened 
everyone ' s  heart i f  that had been H i s  wi l l ,  but He d i d  not 
do it because it was not H i s  w i l l .  

How wonderfu l  it i s  to see the hand of God i n  our l i ves so 
that we f ind ourse l ves i n  the right p l ace at the right time 
ta l k i ng to the ri ght person about the on ly  One who can help  
them! 
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Lyd ia  was the f i rst person to be saved i n  Macedon i a ,  and she 
was not even a Macedon i an !  

For th i s  time I am going to omi t  Pau l ' s  dea l ing  with the demon
possessed g i r l  ( except to say that the Lord does not need , nor 
does He even want the dev i l ' s  help  i n  out w itnes s i ng ) .  But l et 
me go on to dea l w ith the c i rcumstances wh ich  l ed to the sa l va
tion of the j a i lor.  But note in pas s i ng that it i s  probably true 
that Paul  touched the l i ves of three peop l e  from three d i fferent 
rac i a l  backgrounds : 
1) Lyd i a ,  a Jewess .  
2 )  The demon-possessed g i r l , a Macedon i an .  
3 )  The j a i lor ,  a Roman .  

I I I .  THE RELATIONSH IP BETWEEN W ITNESSING AND TRIALS-- i n  Pau l ' s  
case , PERSECUTION (Acts 1 6 : 1 9-34 ) 

What d i d  Pau l th ink  about h i s  c a l l when a l l  of a sudden h i s  
c l othes were torn off of h im and Si l a s , they were beaten 
w ith many stri pes , and then cast i nto pri son? 

There i s  no ev idence that there was the s l ightest quest ion 
i n  the i r  m i nds but that they were right where the Lord wanted 
them to be. Trouble does not necessarily mean we are i n  the 
wrong p l ace. In  fact,  it probab l y ,  in most i n stances , means 
j ust the oppos ite--that we are i n  the r ight p l ace ! 

But you probably have known th i s  story for a l ong t ime--how 
it  was through the imprisonment of Pau l and S i las  that the 
j a i lor there in Phi l ippi  was saved . Obv ious ly  the Lord 
opened h i s  heart , too , so that he asked how he cou l d  be 
saved . 

Often the Lord puts us  i n  hard p l aces because He has peop l e  
to reach there. 

If you have been read i ng Paul ' s  l etter to the church at 
Phi l i ppi , have you not i ced what he sa id  i n  Ph i l .  4 : 22? 

How amaz ing, and how wonderfu l ,  are the ways of the Lord ! 

Conc l :  Paul  was there on ly  a short t ime. The resu lts  were 
very unusua l , but numerica l ly i t  was not phenomena l .  

However , a church  was p l anted , and the work of the Lord i n  that 
p l ace was started . 

It was probab ly  ten or e l even years l ater that Pau l wrote to them 
from Rome . I n  that l etter he made no mention of Lyd i a, nor of 
the j a i lor.  Perhaps Lyd i a  had gone back to Thyat i ra ,  and the 
Roman j a i lor may have been transferred . Or pos s i b l y  they were 
both i n  heaven . But we know that others had been saved , and 
that there was a church there that brought great joy to the 
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Apostle Pau l .  

But what are the important l essons that we need to l earn as we 
turn next week to con s i der the Ep i st le  of Pau l to the Ph i l i pp ians? 

Let me ment ion three thi ngs for our encouragement : 
1 )  The Holy Sp i ri t  i s  i n  cllarge of the work . 
2 )  The Lord has a n  e lect peop le  who must be reached--and we wi l l  

d i scover that they are the most un l i kely peop l e  found i n  
some very unusua l p l aces . 

3 )  The Lord has to open the i r  hearts or they wi l l  not be saved . 

P l ease do not say that we are to go on ly to the e lect.  We  are 
cal l ed to go to all men . We do not know who the e lect are ,  nor 
where they are. But God knows.  And so be ready for the Spirit  
of God to l ead you i n  H is  own way to peop le  you have never even 
thought of , open i ng the i r  hearts , even caus ing them to ask you 
what the Ph i l ipp ian j a i lor asked Pau l and Si l a s ,  " Si rs ,  what must 
I do to be saved?" 

Cf . 1 Pet . 3 : 1 5 .  

C los i ng verses : Ph i l .  4 : 20 , 23.  
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OUR TWO GREATEST NEEDS 
Ph i l ippians 1:1, 2 

I ntro : I hope you are reading th i s  Ep ist le  every day . It only 
takes from 20 to 25 mi nutes.  If ,  on  some days , you can 

read it severa l times , you wi l l  a l so f i nd that very profitab l e .  
Nothing w i l l  be more he lpful  t o  you i n  understand i ng the Word of 
God than read i ng it for yourse lf .  

But be  sure to pray before you read,  and  afterwards .  
pray your way through t h i s  del ightful  Book . I t  i s  i n  
that the Holy Sp i rit teaches u s ,  and makes the Book a 
of our l i ves . 

In  fact,  
th i s  way 
rea l  part 

If you are read i ng this  Ep i stle  da i ly ,  I can assure you that our 
times together in it each Sunday morn i ng wi l l  mean far more to 
you than if you were only  reading it and thinking  about it when 
you come to church .  

Today we want to  beg i n  a verse-by-verse expos i t ion of Ph i l ippian s .  
But we are only go ing to take the f i rst two verses .  These wi l l  
i ntroduce us not on ly  to the Ep i st l e ,  but a l so to the wri ters of 
the Epistle, and to those who first received it after it was 
written . 

As I mentioned l ast week when we cons i dered together Acts 16, 
the church i n  Ph i l ippi  was estab l i shed c .  A. D .  52 by Pau l after 
he had received the Macedon i an ca l l .  

Ph i l ippi  was i n  Macedon ia  (now Greece ) ,  and it was a Roman Co l ony . 
Th i s  brought the Gospel to Europe. 

Timothy had joined Paul in Lystra just shortly before he went to 
Ph i l ippi  i n  A .  D .  52 ,  and so he was known a l so to the Ph i l ippian 
bel ievers.  When Pau l wrote th i s  letter from Rome some 10 or 11 
years l ater, T imothy was sti l l  with h im ,  and h i s  name i s  added 
to the Epistle  as one who concurred with Pau l i n  a l l that he was 
writi ng--but not as the ch ief writer. 

Timothy ' s  father was a Gent i l e ;  h i s  mother , a Jewess . Both 
Timothy ' s  mother and h i s  maternal grandmother were be l ievers , so 
he was at l east a thi rd-generat ion Chri?tian .  Just as Pau l had 
been brought up on the Law, Timothy had been brought up with 
teach i ng in the Scriptures . Cf. 2 Tim. 1:5; 3:14, 15. 

Timothy was an outstanding Christian even before he j o i ned the 
Apost l e  Pau l .  See Acts 16:1-5. And , among Paul ' s  fe l l owworkers , 
it is apparent from Phi l .  2:19-23 that Timothy was spi ritually 
superior to a l l  of the others . 

More about Timothy when we come to chapter 2 .  
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Pau l has certa i n ly written 1 3  of the NT Ep i stles , and poss ib ly  1 4  
i f  he wrote Hebrews . 

Three of h i s  other Epistles were written a l ong with Ph i l ipp ians  
during h i s  f i rst Roman imprisonment -- between A . D .  6 1  and  63  • 
. These were: Ephesi ans 

Co lossi ans 
Phi lemon 
Ph i l ippians  in th i s  order. 

The dates for Ph i l ippians  are usua l ly g i ven as 62 or 63 . 

In  Ephes i ans  Pau l i dentif ied h imse lf as an apost l e ,  
i n  Co loss ians  a l so a s  a n  apost le ,  w/T imothy , 

i n  Ph i l emon as a pri soner of Jesus Christ,  w/T imothy , 
i n  Ph i l ippians w/T imothy as bondservants . 

Th i s  Epistle to the Ph i l ippi ans i s  marked w/ joy,  peace ,  content
ment , hope , and v i ctory -- more than any other Epistle  he wrote. 
It i s  a good book for d i scouraged Christians to read--and even 
to memorize ! 

Paul  probably began study i ng the Law as a Jew when he was 5 years 
o l d .  When h e  was 1 3  he became a bar mitzvah , a son of the 
commandment. Or ig ina l ly has was cal led Sau l ,  a Jewi sh name wh ich  
means "asked for . " But soon after he became a Christ ian he used 
the Lat i n  ( Gent i l e )  name Pau l ,  wh ich  means " l itt l e . "  Pau l  pro
bably was about the same age as the Lord Jesus Christ,  a lthough 
he was saved after the Lord had gone back to heaven . 

Not ice Pau l's recogn ition of the sovereignty of of the Lord Jesus 
when he i dentif ies h imsel f and Timothy as "the servants of Jesus 
Christ" ( bondservants ) .  

He was not writ ing to everyone i n  Ph i l ippi , but to the "sa ints "-
those who were set apart , and therefore were ho ly .  

The sa ints had two l ocati ons--one spi ritua l , the other natura l .  
They were " i n  Christ Jesus"  (with a l l  of the wonderful truth 
bound up in that expression ) " at Phi l i pp i . "  

Not ice that "the sa ints" are mentioned before "the b i shops and 
deacons . "  Th i s  i s  for two reasons :  
1 )  The b i shops and deacons are the servants of the peop l e ,  and 

so need to be p l aced l ower, even though they are the l eaders . 
B i shops are e lders , and notice that they are mentioned i n  
the p l ura l . 

2 )  B i shops and deacons are sa ints before they are b i shops and 
deacons . 

Then we come to Paul ' s  f irst prayer i n  th i s  Ep ist le ,  a prayer with 
wh ich  he actua l ly beg ins  th i s  letter and ( i n part ) ends i t .  Cf . 
1 : 2  and 4:23 . 

Th i s  i s  true of a l l  of Paul ' s  Ep i st les--that they beg i n  and end 



Phi l .  1 : 1 ,  2 ( 3 )  

with a prayer for grace and peace, and end w ith a prayer for 
grace . See the fol lowing : 

Rom . 1 : 7b 1 6 : 24 

1 6 : 23 1 Cor . 1 :  3 

2 Cor . 1 :  2 

Ga 1. 1 :  3 

Eph . 1 :  2 

Ph i 1. 1 :  2 

Col . 1 : 2b 

1 3 : 1 4 (grace , l ove , commun i on )  
6 :  1 8  

6 : 23 ,  24 

1 Thes s .  1 : 1 b 

2 Thes s .  1 : 2 

Tim.  1 : 2 
( grace , mercy , 

2 Tim.  1 : 2 
( grace , mercy , 

T it .  1 : 4 
( grace , mercy , 

Philemon 3 

4 : 23 

4 :  1 8b 

5 : 28 

3 :  1 8  

6 : 2 1 b  
peace) 

4 : 22 
peace ) 

3 :  1 5  
peace ) 

25 

Heb. 1 3 : 25 

- Therefore , th i s  i s  Pau l ' s  most-repeated prayer ! How important ,  
then , It obVTOUsly IS. 

How wonderful  to see that a man who had been rai sed under the 
Law as a Phari see had so much to say about the grace of God . 

Thayer, who has wri tten a very exce l lent Greek-En g l i sh Lex icon , 
has th i s  to say about Pau l :  

And not on ly  by h i s  unwearied l abors d i d  he estab l i sh  a 
c l a im  to the undy ing esteem of the friends of Christ ian ity ,  
but a l so by the fact , wh i ch appears from h i s  i mmorta l  
Ep i st les , that he caught perfect ly the m i nd of h i s  
heaven ly  Master and taught most uneq u i voc a l l y  that 
s a l vation was des i gend by God for a l l  men who repose 
a l i v i ng faith i n  Jesus Chr ist ,  and that bondage to the 
Mosa ic  l aw i s  whol ly i ncompat i b l ,e w ith the sp i ritua l 
l i berty of which Christ i s  the author ( p .  496 ) .  

Now let us think for the remai nder of our time about th i s  grace 
and peace. I want to ask and answer 5 quest ions about them: 
1 )  What are they? 
2 )  Who needs them? 
3 )  Where do they come from? 
4 )  Why are they needed? 
5 )  How are they obta i ned? 
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I .  WHAT ARE THEY? 

A .  "Grace . "  

Whatever it i s ,  i t  i s  comp letely  undeserved . 

We can a l so say from what we know about s a l vat i on that 
i t  i s  effect i ve ,  effectua l , effi cacious.  God accomp l i sh
es everyth i ng that has to do with our sa lvation by H i s  
grace--from start to f i n i sh ! 

The same grace which effective ly  i n i t i ates our s a l vat i on 
a l so comp l etes i t .  The same grace by wh ich  we are f irst 
saved conti nues to be with us for our perfection . 

The best def i n i ti on i s  i n  2 Cor. 1 2 : 9 .  

Grace i s  strength , God ' s  strength , wh i ch i s  perfected i n  
our weakness.  ( Apply this  to Paul ' s  c i rcumstances i n  
Rome when he wrote th i s  letter . )  

B .  uPeace . 1t 

Probably the best def i n i t i on we have i n  Scri pture i s  
ri ght here i n  Ph i l ippians 4 : 6 ,  7 .  

I t  i s  a l ack of anx iety . I t  i s  rest , q u ietnes s ,  even i n  
turmo i l  and tri a l s .  I t  passes our understand ing .  

J .  Oswa l d  Sanders , a Ch inese express ion , " Let your heart 
down . "  

I commend to· you the passages i n  Scri pture wh i ch speak of 
"grace" and "peace . "  

I I .  WHO NEEDS THEM? 

Paul  leaves no doubt i n  the words of our text . 

"The s"a i nts "  need them, and so do "the b i shops and deacons . "  
No one i s  exc l uded . 

Cf. Phi l .  2 : 1 2 ,  13. 

I I I .  WHERE DO THEY COME FROM? 

Aga i n  we have the answer i n  our text : "from God our Father , 
and from the Lord Jesus Chr i st . "  

We do not f i nd these i n  ourse l ves .  We do  not get them from 
each other. Nor do we get them from the so-c l a l led profes
s i ona l s .  They come to each of us d i rect ly  from God and from 
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Th i s  i s  why they are ca l l ed "the grace of God , "  "the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ , "  and "the peace of God . "  God i s  
"the God of peace" i n  Ph i I. 4 :  9 .  

So th is  means that the supply i s  i nexhaust i b l e! 

Th i nk of i t :  The Roman Christians needed th i s .  So d i d  the 
Corinth i ans , etc . ,  on down the l i ne ! And yet there was no 
concern on the part of the Apost le Paul that God cou l d  be 
dra i ned of a l l  H i s  grace and peace. 

Cf. Lam . 3 : 22 ,  23 ,  
It  i s  of the Lord ' s  merc ies that we are not consumed , 
because h i s  compassions  fa i l  not. They are new every 
morn i n g :  great i s  thy fa ithfu l ness . 

I V .  WHY ARE THEY NEEDED? 

A.  Because of our inadequacy . 

B .  Because of our tri a l s  i n  th i s  l i fe .  

C .  Because o f  the potent ia l  prob l ems we can have with 
each'other in our fel l ows h i p .  

D .  Because of the d iff icu lt ies we face i n  do ing the work 
of the Lord -- our witness to an ungod ly  worl d .  

E .  Because of our need to persevere on  our  way to heaven 
and to g l ory ! 

The Ph i l ipp ian Epistle  i nd i cates a l l  of these .  

V .  HOW ARE THEY OBTAI NED? 

I have a l ready poi nted out that they come from God our Father 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  I shou l d  a l so say that they 
are the grace and peace wh ich  be l ong to God and to the Lord 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

But l et me po i nt out two add itional  th ings : 

A.  Our text i nd i cates ( as  a l so the other 26 t imes Pau l 
refers to them i n  h i s  Ep i st les )  that they are g i ven i n  
an swer to prayer. 

P lease pray for these for me , wi l l  you? And pray for 
these for your c h i l dren . And for every Christian you 
pray for . Cf. a l so Ph i l .  4 : 6 ,  7 .  

But there i s  another very important part of th i s  that we 
need to rea l i ze -- and th i s  a l so i s  impl ied i n  our text : 



"-

Ph i .  1 :  1 ,  2 ( 6 )  

B. Grace and peace come to us through the Word of God . 

1 .  Psa .  1 19 : 1 65 .  

2 .  Acts 20 : 32 .  

Why i s  the Word so important? Because i t  i s  there that 
we see the Lord . Cf . I sa. 26 : 3 ,  4 .  

Conc l :  What are you go i ng to do with what we have learned th i s  
morn ing? 

I hope you are going to rea l i ze more than ever before where your 
strength and peace come from -- and how you get i t. 

I hope a l so that th i s  prayer wi l l  become your prayer - - and that 
you wi l l  be able to i n c l ude i t  i n  your letters , as we l l  as i n  
your conversat ion with those you pray for. 

If you are w ithout Christ ,  I trust that you wi l l  rea l i ze that 
there i s  no rea l strength nor peace apart from God . You need to 
have peace w ith God before you can enjoy the peace of God . 

People today , as i n  every generat ion , do not need a l ot of 
human i st i c  psycho logy ; THEY NEED CHRIST. They need to have their  
s i n s  forg i ven , not exp l a i ned away , not excused . They need to 
become new creatures , not l eft to make the best out of what they 
are i n  themse l ves .  Peop l e  need Christ ,  and they need God . But 
they cannot have God apart from Christ .  

If you do  not have peace w ith God , nor the peace of God ,  come to 
Christ today . He i s  the on ly  Sav iour. Through H im  you can have 
forg i veness because He dea l s  with a l l s i nners who come accord ing 
to His  wonderful  grace -- d i vine , unmerited , undeserved , favor 
of God ! 

C l o s i ng verse : 2 Cor. 9 : 8 .  
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PAUL ' S  MIN ISTRY B Y  PRAYER 
Ph i l i pp i ans  1 : 3- 1 1  

I ntro : How do you m i n i ster sp iritua l ly  to peop le when you 
cannot be with them? ( Note that expressed i n  th i s  q ues

t ion is the importance of bei ng with the peop le  of God to m i n i 
ster to them. Th i s  shou ld a l ways-Ee our ch ief des i re .  Cf. 
Paul ' s  statement in Phi l .  2:24, and h i s  express ion in 1 :8 coup l 
ed with what he sa id  about Epaphrod itus i n  2:26.) 

There are two answers to my quest ion in the passage before us 
today : 
1 )  You pray for peop le--whether you can be with them, or not . 

If  we do not pray for peop l e ,  it  i s  doubtfu l  i f  we can be of 
any great hel p  to them. 

2) You can write to them. What a m i n i stry there i s  i n  letter
wri t i n g !  The NT Ep i st les teach u s  the ir  great val ue--and 
even more so today when l etters can be de l i vered in such a 
short time compared w ith what it  was l i ke i n  Pau l ' s  day . 

Today we have the added advantage of the telephone . 

One other way that Pau l used for the purpose of m i n i stry was to 
send others , as he mentioned to the Ph i l i pp i ans  i n  chapter 2 
concern i ng Timothy and Epaphrod itus .  

I n  the verses wh ich we wi l l  cons i der th i s  morn i ng Pau l was 
actua l ly comb i n ing prayer w ith letter-wr it ing because he was 
te l l ing  them i n  h i s  letter how he had been pray i ng for them. 

These verses can be d i v i ded i nto two parts : 
1 )  Vv .  3-8 , i n  wh ich Pau l spoke of h i s  love for them , a love 

wh i ch was expressed i n  prayer. 
2 )  Vv .  9-1 1 ,  h i s  prayer for them. 

I .  PAUL ' S  LOVE FOR THEM ( Ph i l .  1 : 3-8 ) .  

One th i ng i s  very obv ious  from th i s  f i rst part : If  we tru ly 
l ove the peop le  of God , we wi l l  pray for them. If we do not 
pray for each other, it i s  doubtful i f  we l ove each other. 
Love i s  a l ways expressed by a chi ld  of God i n  prayer. 

Note a l so that Paul ' s  l ove was to be seen i n  the fact that 
he remembered the Ph i l i ppians . With everyth i ng e l se that 
was on hIS ml ndithere I n  Rome , he cou ld not forget the 
Ph i l i pp i ans--and there was a lot that he had on h i s  m i n d ,  we 
can be sure ! 

Let us  learn from the Apost le Pau l some of the r ich l essons 
that are to be found in these verses . 

Let us see how h i s  l ove was expressed . 
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Let me point out seven thing s :  

A .  He remembered them. 

We remember them those whom we love. 

B .  He prayed for them. 

We wi l l  pray for those whom we love and remember. 

C.  He thanked the Lord for them. 

Th i s  i s  what it means to rejoice in the Lord . We cannot 
take any cred it  for what we are as Chr i st i ans , but the 
g lory be l ongs to the Lord--and so we thank H i m !  

D .  It was a j oy to pray for them. 

Prayer i s  no burden when you are pray i ng for those whom 
you l ove. 

I l l u s : The cartoon that was used by some organ i zat ion 
years ago i n  wh i ch a boy was carry i ng h i s  
sma l ler brother . Someone i nqui red i f  i t  were 
not too heavy a load for the l a rger boy . But 
he rep l ied ,  "He ' s  not heavy ; he ' s  my brother! " 

E .  He was assured concern i ng the Lord ' s  work i n  them. 

I nstead of being an excuse for not pray i n g ,  th is  gave 
Paul one of h i s  greatest incent ives to pray . ( Note how 
th i s  affects the l ife of a Christian as does the doc
trine of our security i n  Chr i st ,  and of e lection i n  
evangel i sm . ) He knew th'at God had done a work i n  them. 

F .  He tol d  them that he loved them. See VI!. 7 ,  8 .  

We need to express our love for each other i n  the Lord . 
We need to show our l ove. 

F i na l l y ,  

G .  He told them that he wanted to be with them. Cf . v .  8 .  

Th i s  i s  what it  meant to l ong for them. 

These are good indi cators for us to check on our love for 
each other. The two ma i n  evi dences that we are the people 
of God are ( 1 )  our fa ith i n  the Lord Jesus and ( 2 )  our love 
for each other as the Lord's people .  

How do  we measure up? 
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Ev ident ly i t  was the ir  fel l owsh i p  with Paul i n  the Gospel 
( v .  5 )  wh ich  had impressed h im  so deeply that God had i n  
rea l i ty saved many i n  Ph i l i pp i .  There i s  a great dea l 
i nvo l ved i n  that statement by the Apost l e  Pau l .  

But Pau l d i d  not j ust te l l  them that he was pray ing for them ; 
he went on to tel l them spec if i ca l ly what he was pray i ng for. 
We need to do this when we write , too . 

And wi l l  you notice that , when you compare the prayers of the 
Apostle i n  h i s  d i fferent Ep i st l es that he d i d  not pray for every 
church i n  the same way? Th i s  meant that he was acquai nted with 
the i r  spec if ic  needs , and prayed .for them accord i n g l y !  

Th i s ,  too , i s  very i nstruct i ve for u s  today . Not on ly  shou l d  we 
pray for each other , but we need to know something about where 
the peop l e  are spi ritua l ly for whom we pray--and then let our 
prayers be d i rected toward the i r  need s .  

I I .  PAUL ' S  PRAYER FOR THEM ( Ph i l .  1 : 9- 1 1 ) .  

Pau l ' s  prayer g i ves us an i nd icat ion of what he felt was 
the i r  greatest need . Can you tel l  what it was? 

There are two th i ngs which every Christian needs to be con
cerned about primar i l y :  
1 )  H i s  knowledge of the truth.  
2 )  H i s  love for God , and for the peop le of God . 
If these two th ings are as they shou ld be , everything e l se 
w i l l  fa l l  i nto p l ace i n  h i s  l ife-- i n  your l ife , and i n  my 
l ife.  

The Ph i l ippians  were strong i n  the i r  l ove , but they were 
l ack ing i n  their knowl edge. 

Contrast th i s  w ith the Cori nth ians who were ahead in the i r  
know l edge , but they were lack i ng i n  the i r  l ove.  Cf . 1 Cor. 
1 : 3�8. 

The standard wh ich Paul estab l i shed for the Lord ' s  servants 
and wh ich  needs to f i l ter down to the Lord ' s  peop l e ,  i s  to 
be seen in h i s  statement to the Ephes ian  church , " . . .  
speak i ng the truth i n  l ove • . .  " ( Eph .  4 : 1 5 ) .  It  i s  not 
enough for us to know the truth.  Nor is  it enough for us  to 
l ove each other . We must have both--the truth and love.  ---

So Paul  was concerned about the i r  def ic ient understanding of 
the truth . You can see th i s  i n  h i s  prayer. 

But now look at h i s  requests·. 

Actua l ly there are three of them , but they are not three re-
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quests wh ich  are i ndependent of each other. The f i rst is the 
main  request ; the second resu lts from the f i rst , and the 
third fo l lows from the second.  

By th i s  I mean that the third request cannot be  rea l ized 
un less the second request i s  answered , and the second and 
t h i rd requests wi l l  not be answered un l ess the f i rst i s  
answered . So the fi rst i s  foundationa l for the other two . 

What i s  the mean ing of the f i rst request? 

A. The bas i c  request ( v .  9 ) .  

Note : Paul does not say that they need to love l es s .  
I n  fact , h e  prayed that they woul d  l ove more. 

Somet imes we try to correct one def ic i ency by m i n imiz ing  
another. For examp l e ,  if Christians l ack a practical  
app l i cation of  the Word , it may be  sa id  that we know too 
much ! But Paul wou ld never say that. Pau l wou l d  say ,  
"Go on learn i ng more and more , but be sure that the 
truth is being l i ved out in your l i fe . "  

So here he was not praying that they would love less and 
know more,- 0'Lit that they woUfOl ove more anCfl<ii"ow more;

tOoT IJiTs 1SanTriiportant prlnCipTelilteachTri9amrTn . 

our l i ves as Chri st i ans.  

TH IS  BAS IC REQUEST WAS THAT THE I R  LOVE WOULD ABOUND IN  
KNOW I NG THE TRUTH AND I N  BEING ABLE TO APPLY THE TRUTH 
TO THEMSELVES , I N  THE I R  DAILY L I V I NG .  

We have here that fami l iar d i st i nction here between 
doctrine and pract ice ,  creed and conduct , precept and 
pract ice.  

And note that knowledge comes f irst . 

We never wi l l  know how to l i ve if we do not know the 
truth of the Word . Never be afra id of doctri ne .  I t  i s  
your l i fe- l i ne.  Th i s  was the great need of the Phil ip
p ian church . The Apost l e  John was speaking of the same 
th ing i n  2 John : We need to love, but l ove must be 
confined with i n  the l imits of the truth ! 

What wi l l  fo l l ow ,  and what do we need to be concerned about 
in prayer , as God answers that bas i c  request? 

B. The second request ( v .  1 0 ) .  

Th i s  i s  a prayer for correct d i scernment i n  the use of 
the Word--TO BE ABLE TO D I ST I NGU ISH BETWEEN THAT WHICH 
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TRU E ,  AND THAT WHICH I S  NOT TRU E .  I T  I S  TO KNOW THE 
D I FFERENCE BETWEEN TRUTH AND ERROR , R I GHT AND WRONG-- I N  
GOD'S S I GHT ! 

W i l l  you be careful to observe that our persona l  l i ves 
need to be i n  good order before our d i scernment can be 
what i t  shou l d  be? 

But l ook at what fo l l ows from th i s :  

C .  The th i rd request ( vv .  1 Ob ,  1 1 ) .  

We can say that i n  these three requests Pau l was con
cerned 
1 )  f i rst , about what we have ; 
2 )  second l y ,  about what we can do ; 
3 )  th i rd l y ,  about what we shoulGibe! 

What does it  mean to be " s i ncere"? 

It i s  that wh ich  i s  rea l , pure , unmixed , gen u i ne (when 
exami ned i n  the l i ght of the sun , wh i ch in th i s  case 
wou l d  be the Word ) .  

What does it  mean to be "wi thout offence"? 

It means that you and I must l i ve so that we are not 
the reason for some other brother or s i ster i n  Christ to 
stumb l e  i n  the i r  wa l k .  

What are "the fru its o f  ri ghteousnes s "? 

These are those sp i ritual  qua l i t ies wh ich  are i n  our 
l i ves because we have the ri ghteousness of Chri st . These 
are "the fruit  of the Sp i rit"  ( Ga l .  5 : 22 ,  23 ) .  These are 
those Chri st- l i fe characteristics of ho l i ness , meekness , 
humi l ity , love , etc . 

"F i l led" = hav ing been f i l led ,  a perfect pass i ve part i 
c i p l e ,  ant i c i pat i ng the day of Jesus Christ (ment i oned 
for the second t ime i n  th i s  passage ) - -the day when we 
wi l l  f i na l ly and perfectly be conformed to Chri st . 

But s i nce the part i c i p l e  i s  pas s i ve ,  i t  means that th i s  
i s  not someth ing that we do for ourse l ves , but i t  i s  
done for u s  by God , through Jesus Chr i st ,  unto God ' s  
g l ory ! 

If we can understand and , by the grace of God , l i ve accord
ing to what Paul  was pray i ng for here i n  vv .  9- 1 1 ,  we have 
the very essence of what it means to l i ve the l ife of a 
Chr i st i an . 
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Concl:  Let me ask you as I close this  morn ing ,  "Are you a 
Cori nth i a n ,  or are you a Ph il ipp ian? Are you strong i n  

knowledge and weak i n  love, or are you strong i n  love but weak 
i n  knowledge? Are you weak i n  both? Or, can you say to the 
glory of God , that you are purs u i ng both knowledge and l ove?" 

I wou l d  apprec i ate your prayi ng this  prayer for me . I need a 
greater man i festat ion of the truth i n  my l ife ,  greater under
stand i ng of the Word , more of it man i fested i n  my l ife .  

But I a l so need more love . I need to be more l i ke the Lord 
Jesu s .  

And I w il l  pray for you i n  the same way--because you ,  too , need 
to know more, and to do more , and to l ove more. 

If anyone i s  here who does not know the Lord Jesus Christ ,  I 
trust that you have seen that this  i s  what it means to be a 
Chri sti an . But i t  all must beg i n  with faith i n  the Lord Jesus  
Christ as our Sav iour. Put your trust in Him for the forg i veness 
of your s i n s , and then you wi ll  know what it means to l ove the 
Lord , to love H i s  Word , to l ove H i s  people ,  and to want to l i ve 
a l i fe that w il l  glorify H im .  But you wil l  never have those 
affect ions i n  your heart unt i l  Christ i s  your Saviour. �iay God 
enable you to see th i s ,  and to trust Christ today. 
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THE FURTHERANCE OF THE GOSPEL 
Ph i l ipp ians 1 : 1 2 - 1 8  

Intro : We come to a subj ect today wh ich a l l  of us should be 
v i ta l ly concerned about : "the furtherance of the Gospe l . "  

Th i s ,  i n  f i ve word s ,  descri bes Pau l ' s  who l e  purpose i n  l ife with 
regardtotJie world. ThIs speaks of the advancementoftJie -
Gospe1 ,-rtSiProgress , its forward movement--not accord ing to 
Paul ' s  p l ans , but accord i ng to the eternal purpose of God! 

Th i s  mai nly has to do with the preach ing of the Gospe l , not pri
mar ily with the results that are obtai ned. Not i ce that Paul  sa id  
noth ing i n  our  text about resu l ts , about how people were respond
Ing to the �p�but he was concerned and thankful that the 
Gospel was being preached ! Of course , he wanted to see peop l e  
saved , but he knew that the results  of the preach i ng of the Gospel 
are in the hands of the Lord . 

It i s  our respon s i b i l ity to get the Word out ; it  i s  the Lord ' s  
work to use the Word when and where He sees f i t .  You see , our 
task is not to win as many people  as we can . I t  i s  to seek the 
l ost sheep , to seek those who have been eterna l l y ordained to 
s a l vati on. But they are not marked in any way. And so we , 
accord ing to the command of Scri pture , are sent to preach the 
Gospel to every creature , knowing that anyone who be l i eves w i l l  
be saved , but understand ing a l so that no one wi l l  come to Christ 
un less He is drawn to Christ by the Father. 

I hope you understand th i s .  

I f  you do , you w i l l  become far more concerned about the message 
that you preach than you are about a l l  of the fancy i deas that 
some peop l e  have as to how we can extract "dec i s ions"  from those 
to whom we bear witness of Christ.  We will  pay more attenti on 
to our message,  and be more dependent upon God i n  prayer. 

Let us remember • . . 

that Pau l was a pri soner i n  Rome at the t ime he wrote th i s  
Ep i st l e. H i s  enemies had brought about h i s  arrest ( and were 
hoping for h i s  death ) in  order to put a stop to the advancement 
of the Gospel. But the i r  p l ans had backfi red on them. Instead 
of stopp i ng the �pel , God's p l an tor the Gospel-naG been fur
thered ! 

The f i rst quest i on ,  then , i s  • 

+>0,,", 
I. � HAD I T  BEEN FURTHERED? 

Paul ' s  statement is s imp ly that what had happened to h im had 
"fa l len out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel." 

H i s  enemies had tried to stop the Gospe l ; in stead , what they 
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had done had resulted i n  j ust the oppos i te way. And the 
reason was BECAUSE OF WHAT GOD HAD DON E !  GOD had overruled 
for H i s  own g lory . He wi l l  never let men stand in H i s  way . 
Instead , He makes the wrath of men to pra i se H i m .  

But let u s  ask a second questi on: 
I tV W,"-PlI" wfliYS F\)1L-r4E�e:P 

I I .  t«lW HAD THE GOSPEL BEEN AD"AlICEO? 

A .  By Paul ' s  own m i n i stry . See v . 1 3 .  

"The pa lace" not only means among the sold iers , where 
they stayed , but even to Caesar ' s  court. 

Cf . Ph i l .  4 : 22 .  Who wou l d  have be l ieved i t ,  but among 
the members of Caesar ' s  fami ly  there were those who were 
the elect of God ! And i t  was through Paul ' s  bonds ,  and 
the exp l anat i on for those bonds ,  that God used Paul ' s  
impri sonment to reach those who cou l d  not have been 
reached i n  any other way. 

B .  B y  the preach i ng o f  other brethren (vv . 1 4- 1 7 ) .  

But here there were two groups : those who l i ked Pau l , 
and others who were jealous of h im .  Not ice Paul cal l s  
them a l l ,  "the brethren i n  the Lord . "  

A l l  of them had waxed conf ident !!l h i s  bonds , mean i ng 
that they had been lnfluenced, persuaaed , by Pau l ' s  att i 
tude i n  pri son , t o  be more bol d  i n  the i r  own wi tness-
and to do i t  w ithout fear !  

What power there i s  i n  a god ly  examp l e !  The who le church 
can be strengthened by i t .  

But now look at these two groups : 

1 .  Those who d i d  not l i ke Pau l .  

Even these were " bo ld" --mean ing that they took heart 
to do what was most d iff icu lt  in sp ite of the poss ib le  
resu lts .  

But they d i d  i t  out of  envy of  Pau l ,  to  cause strife , 
and from a content i ous sp ir i t--hop i ng to add trouble  
to the trouble he  was a l ready hav i ng .  

Th i s  means that they' were jea l ous of the Apostle Pau l 
and the bless i ng he was see ing ,  and so they were 
seek ing to deprec i ate h im  by u s i ng the Gospel to get 
people to fol low them i nstead ! 

Do not i nterpret th i s  as meaning that they were 
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preach i ng a fa l se Gospe l . What they were preach i ng 
was the truth , but they were doing i t  from other than 
pure i ntent ion s ,  and certa i n l y  not for God ' s  g lory .  

What about the others who were preach i ng? 

2 .  Those who loved Pau l - -and who rea l ly loved the Lord . 

These had done it "of good wi l l " --mean i ng that they 
had free ly  and wi l l i ng ly  undertaken the preach i ng of 
the Gospel for the purpose of do ing good , the good 
p leasure of the Lord . The i r  purpose was Paul's pur
pose. 

And they d i d  th i s  because they knew that Pau l was 
"set for the defence of the gospe l . "  Th i s  meant that 
they knew that Paul  had taken a stand , that he wou l d  
not be moved from i t ,  and that he felt c a l l ed to 
speak out i n  favor of the Gospe l .  A "defence" i s  a 
verbal defence ! 

I I  I .  WHAT WAS PAUL ' S  RESPONSE? See v .  1 8 .  

How cou l d  h e  rej o i ce when the ir  were those who were preach ing 
the Gospe l " i n  pretence , "  i . e . , keep ing the i r  rea l  mot i ves 
concealed? Surely God could not b l ess such a witnes s .  

But the fact i s  that He does ! 

Paul be l i eved that there was power i nherent i n  the Word itse l f  
which wou l d  and cou l d  bring b l ess ing even where the mot ives 
of those who preached it were not right. 

Cf. Rom. 1 : 1 6 ,  1 7 . TH IS  ALSO IS  A V ERY IMPORTANT POINT. 
We need to understand th i s  a l so .  Pau l ' s  burden was that 
peop l e  wou l d  hear about Chri st ,  and they were ! He was not 
concerned about h i s  fo l l owing ; he was concerned about the 
g l ory of God . 

So you can see that there were two ways i n  which the hand of 
God was being seen by the Apost l e  Paul : 
1 )  Where h i s  enemies were concerned--that i s ,  those who .were 

enemies of the Gospe l .  
2 )  Where h i s  brethren were concerned who were anxi ous to 

hurt h im  even more . 

So it � caused the Apost l e  Paul great joy ! 

I V .  THE MAI N  LESSONS OF THE TEXT. 

A .  The importance of preach i ng the Word . 

Th i s  was the passion and burden of Paul ' s  heart--that 
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people everywhere wou l d  hear the Gospe l , that they wou l d  
hear of Chri st .  

Th i s  helps u s  t o  understand what it  means t o  preach1the 
the Gospe l . I t  means to te l l  peop l e  about the Lord Jesus 
Chri st , Who He i s ,  why He came , and what He was accom
p l i sh i ng by H i s  death and resurrection . Th i s  i s  the 
message wh ich  God b l esses , and every c h i l d  of God shou l d  
be busy te l l ing  i t !  With regard to the worl d ,  there i s  
noth ing more important that we have to do . 

B .  The overru l i ng hand of God . 

Al l m i n i stry wou l d  be hope less without th i s .  God uses 
H i s  Word as it p l eases H i m ,  and no one can stand i n  H i s  
way , b e  I i ever or unbe I i ever . 

Let me remind  you aga i n  of I s a .  55 : 1 0 ,  1 1 .  

Remember a I so Heb . 4 :  1 2 .  Cf . 1 Pet. 1 :  23 .  

Pau l cou l d  have kept Pau l from pri son , but He  d i d  not do 
it ! And the reason that He d id  not do it  was because He 
had people  to reach through Paul ' s  impri sonment. 

Oh , how imaortant it i s  for us to be subm i s s i ve to the 
wTi l OT  Go , and tolookrorthepurposes of GodIn the 
tfilngswmch liaPpen to US! -

- -- - -

C .  The be l i evers who were sti rred up.  

SOMETIMES REV IYAL STARTS IN THI S  WAY . 

I n  those days , as i n  our days , there were those who were 
not bearing witness to the Gospe l .  And it  was through 
Pau l ' s  impri sonment that they were sti rred up .  

How strange are the ways of  God ! You wou l d  th ink  that 
what happened to Pau l wou l d  have made them more fearful 
of preach ing .  But it  had j ust exactly the oppOS ite 
res u l t .  

Do you remember what I have been tel l i ng you about . 
1 )  Our eterna l security i n  Chri st? 
2 )  E l ection? 
I n  the f i rst instance , you wou l d  think that th i s  wou l d  
make the Lord ' s  peop l e  i nd i fferent about ho l i ness , even 
more prone to s i n .  But it does not work that way ! In  
the second case , you wdu ld th ink that the doctri ne of 
e l ection wou l d  make peop l e  indifferent to the sa lvation 
of the lost . But it  does not work that way ! Instead , i n  
both i n stances , it  has j ust exact ly  the oppos ite resu l ts . 
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So it  i s  with persecut ion .  It does not put an end to 
witnes s i n g ,  but it  causes peop le to bear test imony of 
Christ who have never wi tnessed before--or whose witness 
has been spasmod i c  and fearfu l .  

God ' s  ways are amaz i ng !  

One other th i ng :  

D .  The dep l orab le act ions o f  some bel ievers . 

The o l d  party sp i r i t ,  se.ctarian i sm ,  was present even i n  
Pau l ' s  day ! Some people are so concerned ,about the i r  
own group , and so jea lous  of the b1ess ing  of God upon 
others , that they wi l l  even use the Gospel message to 
further the i r  own purposes even when it means that the i r  
hearts are not set o n  the g l ory of God . 

Pau l cou l d  rej o i ce i n  th i s ,  but qu ite obv i ou s l y  God wou l d  
dea l with peop l e  who were l i ke th i s .  And there wou l d  
certa i n ly not be any j oy i n  the i r  hearts over what God 
was do i ng even when people were tru ly  saved . 

Th i s  shows us  that even when people do come to Christ 
under our m i n i stries , that i t  does not necessar i l y  mean 
that th ings  are r ight i n  our hearts.  It does not even 
mean that the witness i s  a ch i l d  of God . 

Th i s  shou l d  be a so lemn warning to us--and a l esson : that 
we need to forget ourse l ves (as  Paul d i d ) ,  and rej o ice 
that the Gospel is be i ng preached even though it  might 
be used agai nst us .  

Conc l :  Are we rea l ly burdened to see the Gospel furthered? If 
so , what are we do ing about it? 

Are you in some d i ff i c u l t  c i rcumstance today , perhaps in your 
home , or on the j ob ,  and maybe with some phys ica l  troub l e- -and 
you are wondering why you shou l d  be there , and why those thi ngs 
are happen ing to you? 

Then con s i der thi s :  The Lord may have ordered your c i rcumstances 
as they are because it i s  H i s  purpose to reach someone with the 
Gospel who has never yet heard the truth about the Lord Jesus  
Chr i st !  

And so Pau l ' s  own experience was an 
to write to the Ph i l ippians  in th i s  

examp l e  of what he was go ing 
Epi st l e ,  i n  chapter 4 ,  verse 

4 :  Rejo i ce i n  the Lord a lway : 
and aga i n  I say , Rej o ice.  

"Understand " in  v .  12  means to know someth ing 
w i l l  be i nf l uenced by what you have learned . 
rev i v a l  in  Rome to spread to Ph i l ippi ! 

so that your l i fe 
Pau l  wanted the 
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THE WORK O F  A PASTOR 
Ph i l i pp i ans 1 : 1 9-26 

I ntro : Many refer to Paul's letter to the church  at Ph i l l i p i  as 
h i s  sp i ritual  autobi ogra�hy. We can see i n  th i s  Ep ist l e  

how the IOrd was working I n  Paul s heart during th i s  t ime when he 
was a pri soner of Rome. I t  was a time of sp ir itual  growth for 
h i m ,  and a t ime when the thi ngs of the Lord became c l earer to 
h im--and more prec ious . We do not f i nd him fee l i ng sorry for 
h imse l f .  I nstead , h i s  determi nation to l i ve for the Lord had 
become stronger than ever . 

But so a l so had h i s  des i re to m i n i ster i ncreased . Far from being 
d i scouraged , he looked upon h i s  impri sonment as a uni que oppor
tun ity for m i n i stry . And he had seen the Lord work i n  a most 
unusual way . 

But there i s  a th ird th ing that we must not m i s s .  

He showed that he had the heart o f  a pastor , earnest ly yearn ing 
over h i s  brethren in Christ in other p laces , not wanting them to 
be d i scouraged by what had happened to h i m ,  but rather seei ng the 
goodness of God , and the suff i c iency of the Lord , as we l l  as the 
purpose of God , i n  a l l  that had happened to him. 

So there i s  much i n  th is  Ep ist l e  for pastors , and for a l l  church 
l eaders . 

There are three th ings that are promi nent i n  the words of our 
text : 
1 )  Pau l ' s  immed i ate concern for h imself (vv .  1 9-2 1 ) .  
2 )  Pau l ' s  great d i l emma (vv . 22-24 ) .  
3 )  Pau l ' s  purpose i n  h i s  m i n i stry (vv .  25 , 26 ) .  

I .  PAUL ' S  IMMEDIATE CONCERN FOR H IMSELF ( P h i l .  1 : 1 9-2 1 ) .  

What do you think  wou l d  have been your primary concern i f  you 
had been where he was? 

Pau l was concerned about two th i ng s : h i s  own sa l vat i on ( v .  
1 9 ) ,  and h i s  m i n i stry (vv . 2 0 ,  2 1 ) .  

A .  H i s  own sa l vation ( v .  1 9 ) .  

Pau l used the word " s a l vation" three t imes i n  th i s  
Ep istle .  See 1 : 28 ; 2 : 1 2 .  These second two have to do 
with the work of the Lord i n  the sou l ,  and it seems that 
th i s  i s  the mean i ng of " sa l vation "  i n  v .  1 9--not h i s  
del i verance from prison .  

Paul  l onged to see sp ir itua l  growth and advancement in  
h is  own l i fe as a result  of the tri a l s  through wh ich  he  
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was go ing . Th i s  must a l ways be i n  the heart of every true 
pastor,  every servant of the Lord--that we have our tri a l s  
because God i s  at work i n  our own hearts . 

And Pau l was count ing on two th ings to contribute to h i s  
own " sa l vat i on "  from h i s  c i rcumstances : 
1 )  The i r  prayers . 
2 )  The added he lp  prov i ded by the Ho ly  Sp i rit  wh ich  had 

been sent to m i n i ster to h i m  on beha l f  of the Lord 
Lord Jesus Chri st ! 

Ead i e ,  i n  h i s  commentary , has th i s  to say :  
The Sp i rit  represents Chri st , for He comes i n  Christ ' s  
name , as another Paraclete , en l i ghtens with Chri st ' s  
truths , purIfIes with Christ ' s  b l ood , comforts with 
Christ ' s  promi ses , and sea l s  with Chri st's i mage 
( p .  45 ) .  

How important it i s  for us to have peop l e  who are pray i ng 
for us ! Th i s  i s  what pastors ought to be constant ly 
seek i ng .  

BUT KEEP I N  MIND THAT WHAT I AM PO INTING OUT ABOUT PAUL 
AS A PASTOR,  IS NOT JUST FOR PASTORS , BUT ALSO FOR ALL OF 
THE PEOPLE OF GOD BECAUSE THE PASTOR IS TO BE AN EXAMPLE 
I N  HIS LIFE OF THAT WH ICH SHOULD CHARACTERIZE THE L I VES 
OF ALL OF H IS  PEOPLE .  

Prayer, and the Holy Spi ri t !  How much attention do you 
g i ve to these? Pau l ' s  c i rcumstances i n  pri son wou ld make 
h im  rea l i ze even more how ind i spensabl e  they both are ! 

H i s  second concern for h imself had, to do with • • •  

B .  H i s  m i n i stry ( vv .  20 , 2 1 ) .  

What i s  the very essence of the pastoral m i n i stry? 

It i s  that Christ mi ght be magn i f i ed .  And , wherever we 
are ,  or whatever our c i rcumstances mi ght be , th i s  never 
changes ! 

--

Th i s  was Pau l ' s  "earnest expectat ion"  and "hope . "  Th i s  
i s  what he was ant i c i pat ing  every day ( not h i s  de l i verance 
from prison ) .  The words wh i ch Pau l used here expressed 
certai nty that th i s  wou l d  take p l ace , but a l so a stretch
out of hIs neck as a person wou l d  do who i s  l ooking for 
someth ing with great ant i c i pat ion ! 

Pau l  wanted Chri st to become more prom i nent. He wanted 
h i s  l i fe to ref l ect and to revea l Chri st . He wanted 
even h i s  enemies to know Christ. He wanted a l l  to see 
the l ove l i ness of Christ. Th i s  was a l ways h i s  m i n i stry ! 
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Christ ,  Christ,  and more of Chr i st !  

How important i t  i s  for true pastors to keep th i s  ever i n  
the i r  own hearts , that the same des i re mi ght f i l ter down 
i nto the l i ves of the i r  people! 

But l et us turn now to the second po i nt in our text : 

I I .  PAUL ' S  D ILEMMA ( Ph i l .  1 : 22-24 ) . 

Dy i ng held  no fears for the Apost l e  Pau l  because i t  was "far 
better" to be "wi th Christ" than to be on earth without Him ! 

He was ,  as the N I V  says , "torn between the two . "  The NASB 
says , "hard-pressed from both d i rect i ons . "  

H i s  earnest longing ( " des i re " ) was "to depart , and to be with 
Chri st"-- l i ke a ship  being l oosened from the ropes wh ich  ho ld  
it  to  the dock . Th i s  was "far better , "  i . e . , a far greater 
advantage ! 

Pau l was headed for heaven and for Chri st ,  and that was where 
he wanted to be. That was h i s  f i rst cho ice .  

Does th i s  present any d i l emma for me , or  for you? How do we 
fee l about heaven? Where wou l d  we rather be? Do we not a l l  
have much to l earn at th i s  poi nt? 

What i s  there about heaven that makes it far more to be pre
ferred to cont i n u i ng here upon th is  earth? Th i nk about i t !  

Pau l ' s  response was that the Lord ' s  cho i ce was h i s  choice,  that 
he wou l d  choose for the present to remai n--for one purpose : 

I I I .  PAUL'S PURPOSE I N  H I S  M I N I STRY (Ph i l .  1 : 25 , 26 ) .  

He states why he chose to rema i n  i n  verse 24--the peop l e  of 
God st i l l  needed h im ,  and so he must devote to them whatever 
time he had l eft . 

You see , the peopl e  are not to l i ve for the pastor,  but the 
pastor i s  to l i ve for the peop le .  See how this  is  imp l i ed 
even i n  the f i rst verse of th i s  Ep ist le .  

What d i d  he  want to  do  for the Ph i l i pp i ans church? Why did 
he want to rema i n  with them? 

It was for: 
1 )  The i r  advancement i n ,  l it . , the faith , and for 
2 )  The i r  j oy i n  the faith.  

He wanted them to know more of the truth , and he wanted the 
truth to have a greater impact upon the i r  l i ves .  And ,  with 



Ph i l .  1 : 1 9-26 ( 4 )  

a l l  of that growth , h e  wanted it  to be the cause of increased 
j oy in the i r  hearts .  

Do you th ink  that people l ook at us and are impressed with 
the fact that we enjoy being the Lord ' s  peop le? 

Even when Pau l thought of go ing to Ph i l i pp i  aga i n ,  it  was not 
that they wou l d  be overj oyed j ust as seeing h im  aga i n ,  but 
that the i r  rej o ic i ng i n  Christ Jesus m ight be more abundant 
( overf l owing ) because he had been able to come to them aga i n .  

Th i s  needs to be my purpose i n  m i n i stering to you , and th i s  
ought to be your purpose i n  the fel l owsh i p  you have with 
each other whenever we are together: 
1 )  That we wou l d  increase i n  our understandi ng of the Word , 
2 )  That we wou l d  be strengthened i n  our wa l k  w ith the Lord , 
and 
3 )  That our j oy i n  the Word and i n  the Lord wou l d  become 

greater than i t  ever had been before ! 

Conc l :  T h i s  i s  the work of a pastor 
1 )  He must be concerned about h i s  own " sa l vat ion , "  h i s  

own spiritua l growth . 
2 )  He must look forward to being i n  heaven with the Lord . 
3 )  He must l i ve for the -sp i ritual  bless i ng , for the ed if icat i on , 

and for the j oy of the peop l e  of God . 

And he must do a l l  of this  because these are the very i ngred ients 
that are to become a part of the way a l l  of the peop l e  of God are 
to l i ve.  

May the Lord grant that th is  wou l d  be true of all  of us ,  for H iS  
g l ory , and  for our great b l ess ing ! 



TBC - - 1 0/7/84 a . m .  

STAND ING FOR THE GOSPEL 
Ph i l ipp ians  1 : 27-30 

I ntro : The Ep ist le  to the Ph i l i pp i ans  i s  arranged d ifferent ly  
from most of Pau l ' s  ep i st l es . Usua l ly he began with a 

sect i on on doctrine ,  then he wou l d  have a sect ion i n  wh ich he 
wou l d  apply that doctrine with some practi c a l  exhortat ions.  But 
that i s  not the case here. 

In the f i rst p l ace,  it does not seem that he had any particu l ar 
doctrine i n  m i n d ,  or doctrines , wh ich  he had written to teach 
the Ph i l i pp i ans  church .  He  does get i nto doctrine.  He  does 
teach . But it  i s  not as though that were the ma i n  purpose of 
h i s  wri t i n g .  

I nstead , we have a strong personal emphas i s  i n  th i s  Epistle  a s  
Pau l wrote to them about what had happened to h i m  i n  Rome , and 
then went on to speak of h i s  own devoti on to and l ove for the 
Lord Jesus Christ wh ich  had l ed him to l i ve as he had l i ved . 

We have these persona l  references primar i ly i n  chapters 1 and 3 .  

But a long with these we have seen i n  chapter 1 a l ready that 
Pau l ' s  ma i n  reason for want i ng to stay on earth was i n  order 
that he m i ght m i n i ster to them. After ta lk ing about h imsel f  i n  
Ph i l .  1 : 1 2-23 , we see h i s  trans it ion to the Ph i l ipp ians  wh i ch 
began i n  verse 24 , and continued through verse 26 . Then , i n  

- verse 27 and cont i n u i ng down through the 1 8th verse or-GhaPfer 2 ,  
we f l na-paul exhortI ng t�h l l lpplans-ro-oe-talthfuY-to the 

-

BOs� tolDe humble , to-De concerned aoou�each other--, to-De 
holy througnithe l r  obeOTence to God , that they m ight be Irue-and 
TaI1hful In theIr  wItness to UleWorra:-- --

-- -- --

I n  our text for today we f i nd Pau l exhort i ng them to "stand fast 
in one sp ir it ,  with one mind  str iv ing together for the faith of 
the gospe l " ( Ph i ] .  1 : 27 ) .  

The f i rst th i ng that i s  evi dent i n  our text i s  . . •  

I .  THE GOSPEL HAS ENEMI ES. 

This was ev ident from Pau l ' s  c i rcumstances wh i ch he had j ust 
rel ated , but you can see th i s  emphas i s  i n  every verse from 
verse 27 to verse 30 . ( Po i nt them out . )  

Peop l e  do not want to be saved . Peop l e  are not searc h i ng for 
God . They reject the teach i ngs of the Gospe l . They refuse 
to be l i eve that they are that needy , or that that i s  i ndeed 
the i r  problem .  Pau l had l earned th i s .  The Ph i l ipp ians  
were l earn ing th i s .  And you and I wi l l  l earn th is  I F  we are 
stand i ng fast " i n  one sp ir it ,  striv ing together for the 
faith of the gospe ] . "  
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Notice how Pau l spoke of the world in  Ph i l .  2 : 1 5 .  Then 
not ice how he spoke of the enemies of the Gospe l i n  3 : 1 8 ,  19. 

Peop l e  are not our enem ies primari l y ,  but they become our 
enem ies because of the message we bring to them. It i s  not 
unt i l  and un less God i s  p l eased to work i n  the i r  hearts that 
we wi l l  see any i n c l i nat i on by any person to receive the 
Gospel of the grace of God . 

Let us  be sure that we understand th i s .  

But then we come to the ma i n  exhortati on of th i s  passage, 

I I .  THE EXHORTATION TO "STAND FAST" ( Ph i l .  1 : 27 ) .  

What does th is  mean? 

See the one other time i n  th i s  Ep i st le  where Pau l made a 
s im i l ar exhortati on : Ph i l .  4 : 1 .  

To stand fast means : 

A.  To be faithful ( uncomprom i s i ng )  to the message of the 
Gospe l .  

When we see the attitude of the wor l d ,  the one th ing 
that we wi l l  try to do is  to make some changes i n  our 
message in order to make the Gospel more acceptab le .  
But th i s  we must not do ! We" must be lov i ng and gracious 
�presentTng-tne�sper, but we must be fa ithful i n  
dec l ar i ng the Gospe l a s  it  i s .  We must stand our ground . 

Second l y ,  it means : 

B .  To be fa ithful i n  de l i vering that message . 

If we cannot change the message , then the tendency for 
us i s  to be s i l ent,  not to say anyth ing .  And we a l l  have 
fol lowed th i s  course. 

But th i s  is wrong ! 

Pau l wanted to stay i n  th i s  wor l d  for the people of God , 
to ed ify them. But he a l so had a purpose for the worl d  
itse l f ,  for peop l e  who were wi thout Chri st. I t  was to 
make known the Gospe l of God's grace. To be s i l ent i s  a 
s i n  when such a charge has been l a i d  upon us  by the 
Lord . 

But now we come to a most important po i nt :  

I I I .  THE REQUI REMENTS FOR STANDING FAST. 
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We m ight speak of these as the prereq u i s ites . Or they cou l d  
even be ca l l ed ,  the prov i s ions wh ich  God has made for us to 
stand fast for the faith of the Gospel . 

There are three wh ich  Paul mentioned i n  th i s  chapter. 

A.  A l i fe con s i stent with the Gospel : "On ly  l et your 
conversat i on be as it becometh the gospel of Chr i st . "  

Unfortunately the o l d  Eng l i sh word , "converat i on , "  does 
not convey to us what the Apost l e  Pau l was actua l ly 
say i n g .  "Conversation"  to us i s  ta l k ;  Paul was ta l k i ng 
about our wal k--the way we l i ve ! --

But th i s  word suggests someth ing e l se that we need to 
understand .  

It  l i tera l ly means that we are to behave as  c i t i zens of 
the country wh i ch we represent .  What d i d  he have i n  
m i nd? 

We l l ,  Ph i l .  3 : 20 ,  2 1  w i l l  he l p  us because there the 
Apost l e  Paul used the same root as he used in Ph i l .  1 : 27 . 
We are c i t i zens of heaven . We became' that by the n�w 
b i rth .  And we are to  l i ve that way. We are to be ho ly .  
We are not to  be world ly .  We are to be d i fferent . We 
are to let it  be known that we l ove God , and that we 
love H i s  Son , the Lord Jesus Christ.  We need to let it  
be known by the way we  l i ve as  wel l  as by what we say ,  
that we are on our way to heaven , and that we rea l ly 
wou l d  rather be there ! And we need to make i t  known 
that it i s  because of the grace of God extended to us i n  
the Gospel that we have become the way we are ! 

I n  short , every Christian must be a w itness before he 
can effectively g i ve a w itnes s .--

Can people tel l  by the way we l i ve that we are c i t i zens 
of heaven? Th i s  is where we must start . 

But , you say , how do you l i ve such a l i fe? 

Th i s  bri ngs me to my second po i nt :  

B .  " Wi th one sp iri t . "  

What does th is  mean? 

We have th i s  same express i on i n  at l east two other verses 
i n  the NT : i n  1 Cor. 1 2 : 1 3 ;  i n  Eph . 2 : 18 .  It i s  l it . , 
i n  one sp ir it--but it  can be transl ated w ith ,  or even by . 
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But the point that is most helpful  for u s  i n  i nterpreting 
this phrase i n  this verse i s  that the other two verses 
have reference to the Ho ly Spirit . And it seems that 
Pau l was referring to the Ho ly  Spi rit here . So it shou ld 
have been pri nted with a capital " S . " By one Sp i rit� 

There can be no standing fast for the Gospe l apart from 
the power of the Ho ly  Spirit i n  our lives . I s  this not 
what our Lord meant to indicate by His words in Acts 1 : 8? 

This ind i cates the reason that we fail so often in our 
witness :  because we are depending upon ourse l ves instead 
of depending upon the Holy Spirit . 

And note : there i s  on ONE Holy Sp i r i t !  The same One Who 
empowers me for such a witness i s  the One Who empowers 
you . We a l l  have the same i nexhaust i b l e  source of power. 
But l et us understand what the Apostle Pau l was saying : 
NO ONE WILL  STAND FAST FOR THE FAITH OF THE GOSPEL WHO IS 
NOT EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPI R I T !  

We need to hear more about H i m ,  .don I t  we? We need to 
know more about Him . We need to depend more upon H im .  
He  i s  i n  a l l  who are truly saved , but how often He  i s  
ignored . 

I n  oursel ves we wil l on ly  fai l , but by the Ho ly  Spirit 
we can and wi l l  stand fast for the faith of the Gospe l .  

But there is sti l l  a th i rd point :  

C .  "With one m ind  striving together for the faith of  the 
gospe l . "  

Our witnessing is not j ust a personal matter any more 
than a sol dier goes to war by himse lf .  There was to be 
a united ministry in Philippi by a l l  of the churc h .  I f  
the church were d i vided , if i ndiv idua l s  in the church 
were on ly liv i ng for themselves , if  there were no unity , 
if they were not "striving together for the faith of 
the gospe l , "  there would be no real standing fast ! 

Cit izens· of the same country may be at war with the who le 
world , but they need to be at peace among themselves.  
They must be ! 

Th i s  i s  why Pau l went on to write as he d i d  i n  Ph i l .  2 .  
This i s  why h e  sa id  what h e  did about those two women in 
Phi l .  4 : 2 .  This is why the Lord Jesus Christ said what 
He did in John 1 7 : 20-23 . ( Read . )  

A lack of unity not on ly  mars our fel l ows h i p ,  but it 
a l so n u l lifies our witnes s .  
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But now, what about 

I V .  THE RESULTS . 

If  we do th i ngs God ' s  way , then - we get d i v i ne res u l ts .  What 
are they? D id  Paul guarantee that they wou l d  be ab le  to 
w in  Ph i l ipp i  to Chri st? Or d i d  he even prom i se that they 
wou l d  be able to w in  every person they spoke to to faith i n  
Chri st? No , to both quest ions .  But he d i d  i nd i cate that 
there wou l d  be severa l resu lts--both for the be l i evers of 
Ph i l i ppi , and for those who were not be l i evers .  

A .  Fearl essnes s ,  bol dness -- "And i n  noth i ng terr if ied by 
your adversaries . "  

An adversary i s  one who i s  not on ly aga i nst you , but he 
15 seeking your defeat. 

To be "terrif ied" i s  to be scared . 
and it  w i l l  be replaced by a godly 
ness of peopl e ,  and a fearl essness 
of w itness i ng .  

The o l d  fear wi l l  go , 
bo l dnes s ,  a fear l ess
of the consequences 

Note : We do not generate thi s ;  God g i ves it ! 

B .  Conv iction : "wh i c h  i s  to them an evi dent token of 
per id it ion . "  

"An ev i dent token" i s  someth i ng that i s  i nd icated by the 
po i nt i ng of the f i nger ! "Perd i tion"  i s  the utter and 
f i n a l  ru i n  of those who d i e  without Christ.  Our adver
saries w i l l  be brought to rea l i ze that u lt imate ly there 
i s  defeat and j udgment from God awa it ing  them. 

The Holy Sp ir it  con v i cts (cf .  John 1 6 : 7- 1 1 ) ,  but th i s  i s  
the way He brings i t  about . 

C .  Assurance : "but to you of salvat i on , and that of God . "  

When you and I are enab l ed to behave th i s  way , it  not 
on ly conf i rms our sa l vat i on , but it w i l l  conv ince us 
more than ever that our sa l vat i on " i s  of God . "  And we 
see that it has to be "of God" i n  the l i ves of others 
as wel l .  

We have a l ot of man-centered teach ing today because we 
are not do ing God ' s  work i n  God ' s  way ! 

D.  Comfort : "Hav ing the sam� conf l ict wh i ch you saw i n  me , 
and now hear to be i n  me . "  

"Conf l i ct" i s  any struggle or" tri a l  where the i dea of 
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peri l or danger i s  present .  

The Ph i l ipp ian church had been born in  "conf l ict . "  
"Conf l i ct" had taken Pau l to Rome a s  a prisoner. But 
i n  it a l l  there had been a "furtherance of of the 
gospel . "  And the Ph i  I ippi ans cou l d  be assured that 
they wou l d  see b l ess i ng j ust as Pau l had seen b less i ng 
even though there had been a price to pay ! 

Conc l : Are we standing fast "for the faith of the gospel " ?  
The true Gospe l of the grace of God , the doctri nes of

God ' s  sovere ign grace, are no more popu l ar today than they were 
i n  Paul ' s  day . Men do not l i ke to hear about s i n ,  about 
depravity,  about hel l .  They do not l i ke to hear about a 
sovereign God Who has order sa l vat i on from the foundat ion of 
the worl d  to be as He has ordai ned that it shou l d  be. Men do 
not l i ke to be to l d  that they can contri bute noth ing to the i r  
s a l vat ion . They do not l i ke to be to l d  that even the i r  fa ith 
must come from God , that they do not have a free wi l l ,  but that 
they are utterly  cast upon the mercy of God if they are to be 
saved . They do not l i ke these th ings . 

But th i s  i s  what we must proc l a i m .  These are the truths wh ich  
God b l esses . These are the truths wh ich  men need to hear. These 
arethe truths wh ich  save. 

May God Himse l f  enab l e  us to stand fast , and may we see someth ing 
of the same k i nd of b less i ng wh ich  Paul saw i n  Ph i l ippi , and 
then saw aga i n  in Rome--a l l  to the g l ory and - pra i se of God ' s  
holy and worthy Name ! 
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I ntro : 

" Fu l f i l 

FULNESS OF JOY 
Ph i l i pp ians  2 : 1 -4 

,- \1 

The ma i n  exhortation i n  the four verses of my text for 
today are found at the beg i n n i ng of verse 2 i n  Ph i l .  2 :  
ye my j oy . "  

The words mean that , as a pri soner of Rome, Pau l was happy . He 
was content . H i s  l i fe even under those try i ng c i rcumstances 
i l l ustrated what he was say i ng i n  th is  Epist l e--that they were 
to "rej o i ce i n  the Lord" ( Ph i l .  3 : 1 ; 4 : 4 ) .  

When you study the subj ect of happi ness , or j oy ,  i n  the Scrip
tures , you rea l i ze that j oy is to be a d i st i ngu i s h i ng character
i st i c  of every c h i l d  of GOO. Psycho l og i sts have put us i n  
d i fferent categories , say i ng some peop l e  are characteri st i ca l ly 
happy , wh i le others are sad most of the time .  That may be true 
on the human l eve l , but when a person comes to Chr i st ,  h i s  l i fe 
i s  changed . He i s  to be a happy person from that t ime on--not 
i n  the frivolous sense that we often think of i n  connection 
with happi ness where everyth i ng seems to be a j oke , but i n  that 
deep , genu i ne ,  i nner sense ,  where each Chr i st i an l earns that he 
can a lways be happy i n  the Lord--and so he l i ves that way . 

As i n  Paul ' s  case , 
the Lord may not a lways want us to be free , but He a l ways 
wants us to be happy . 
He may not a l ways want us  to be healthy , but He wants us  
a l ways to  be  happy . 
He may not a l ways want us to prosper f i nanc i a l l y ,  but He 
a l ways wants us  to be happy . 
He may not a l ways want us  to be popu lar ,  but He does want 
us to be happy . 

The Lord Jesus sa id  as He was fac ing that dreadfu l ly try i ng t ime 
on the Cros s ,  

These thi ngs have I spoken unto you , 
that my j oy m ight rema i n  i n  you , 
and that your j oy m ight be fu l l .  

I f  that were one of the ma i n  purposes of the Upper Room D i scourse 
then there shou l d  never be a t ime when the j oy of the Lord i s  not 
f i l l i ng our hearts . 

However ,  our problem i s  that we are l ooking for happi ness i n  the 
wrong p l aces . We th ink that happi ness depends, upon how much 
money we have , or how we l l  we fee l , or on the number of friends 
who stand w ith u s ,  or in the success of the th i ngs  that we do , 
or i n  the amount of time we can spend i n  recreat i on .  

Now the Lord may make any or a l l of those thi ngs a part of our 
happiness at one time or another. Paul taught the r ich of h i s  
day that they were not to "trust i n  uncerta i n  r iches , but i n  the 
l i v i ng God , who g i veth us r ich ly  a l l  th i ngs to enjoy" ( 1  Tim.  
6 :  1 7 b ) . 
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I F  OUR JOY RESTS UPON ANYTH ING THAT WE CAN LOSE , THEN I T  CANNOT 
BE A PERMANENT JOY . BUT I F  IT  RESTS UPON THAT WHICH WE CANNOT 
LOSE , THEN IT CAN BE I N  OUR HEARTS REGARDLESS OF WHAT OUR 
CI RCUMSTANCES MI GHT BE !  The on ly One, and the only  th ing s ,  that 
we cannot lose are the Lord and a l l  that we have i n  H i m !  There
fore , we must l earn to "rejo i ce i n  the Lord . "  

What does it take to make you happy , and to keep you happy? 

It i s  i nteresting to note i n  Scripture what d ifferent peop l e  
s a i d  o n  th i s  subj ect : 
1 )  Dav i d  i n  Psa .  1 6 : 1 1 .  
2 )  The Apost l e  John i n  3 John 4 .  
3 )  John the Bapti st i n  John 3 : 29 ,  

He that hath the bride i s  the bri degroom : 
but the friend of the bri degroom, 
wh i ch standeth and heareth h im ,  
rej o i ceth great ly  because of  the bri degroom ' s  vo ice :  
th i s  my j oy therefore i s  fulf i l l ed .  

What d i d  i t  take to make Pau l happy? Let me re-read verse 2 to 
you . 

I n  1 Thes s .  3 : 8  Pau l wrote to the Thessa lonians , "For now we 
l i ve , i f  ye stand fast i n  the Lord . "  

The th ing wh ich �ave Paul the greatest jQy l!! the Lord was to 
see the people w 0 were under h i s  care TTVi ng TTVes that were 
trUIYSP l rltuali -- -- -- -- --

But i n  our text Pau l not only  told them what made h i m  the 
happ i est , but how they cou l d  become what-rney needed to be i n  
the eyes of the-[ord . 

To state it s imp l y ,  Pau l wanted the church at Ph i l i pp i ,  the 
be l i evers gt Ph i l ippi , to be wi thout d i v i s ions , to be l i kemi nded . 

Do you remember how gri eved Pau l was over the d i v i s ions that 
exi sted in the Cor i nth i an church? 

One th ing that So l omon taught that the Lord .hated was "he that 
soweth d i scord among brethren" ( Prov .  6 :  1 9 )  . 

. 

The Lord Jesus sa id  on one occas i on ,  
Every k i ngdom d i v ided agai nst itse lf  i s  brought to 
deso l at i on ; and every c ity or house d i v i ded aga i n st 
itself sha l l  not stand ( Matt . 1 2 : 25 ) .  

The same i s  true of a church.  No church can  prosper if  i t  is  
d i v i ded i n  any way . 

Now l et us l ook at our text. 
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Pau l had gotten to th i s  subj ect i n  chapter 1 ,  verse 2 7 .  ( Read . )  

He t i ed that together w i th what we are to cons i der today with 
the word "therefore" i n  Phi l .  2 : 1 .  ( Notice a l so the "wherefore" 
i n  2 : 1 2 . ) So we are i n  one l ong section now wh i ch actua l ly 
extends to the end of chapter 2 .  

I n  exhort i ng the Phi l i pp i an bel i evers to be l i kem i nded , Pau l 
poi nted out the i r  resources for such a l i fe , how such a l i ve 
cou l d  be pos s i b l e ,  in v .  1 .  Then i n  verses 2 ,  3 ,  and 4 Pau l 
po i nted out the results wh ich wou l d  fol low from such resources 
as are ment i oned i n  verse 1 .  

So I am going  to surpr ise you today . I nstead of hav i ng three 
pO i nts , as I usua l ly do , I on ly have two po i nts . But I do want 
you to be sure to notice that there are three sub-points to the 
second part of my message hav i ng to do with the res u l ts . 

I .  THE RESOURCES for a l i fe of l i kemindedness among the people 
of God ( Ph i l .  2 : 1 ) .  

Note that there are four times i n  th i s  one verse that Pau l 
used the word " i  f .  " 

But i t  suggests two idea s :  
1 )  I n  the Greek they are what i s  ca l led f i rst c l as s  cond i 

t ions , mean i ng that they can be transl ated , s i nce . 
Pau l was not ra i s i ng question s ,  but po i nt i ng out 
spi ritual  rea l it ies . There i s  consol at ion i n  Chr ist ,  
etc . 

2 )  The b ig  quest i on was whether or not the Ph i l i ppian  
Chri sti ans had d i scovered their resources and  were 
draw i ng upon them . 

I l i ke the suggestion that a number of commentators make who 
say that there are two ma i n  resources here--the f i rst and 
the th i rd statements .  And that the second fol lows from the 
f i rst ,  and the fourth fo l lows from the th i rd .  ( Exp l a i n . )  

Pa� l was stress i ng the necess ity of a Chri s t i an ' s  personal  
i nvo l vement w i th the Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  and with the Ho ly 
Sp i r i t .  There can be no un ity among � w i thout Them ! 

" Conso l at ion i n  Chri st "  means , Have we found i n  our fe l low
s h i p  w i th Chri st that there are i nner encouragements , 
i ncent i ves , i n  our hearts to love the peop l e  of God? 
I n  the express i on ,  "comfort of l ove , "  i t  seems that he was 
stress i ng the fact that true love growi ng out of our 
fe l l owsh i p  with Christ w i l l  constra i n  us to be l ov i ng i n  
our ta l k  to each other,  and about each other. 

" Fe l l owsh i p  of the Sp i r i t "  po i nts not on ly  to our commu n i on 
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w i ttl the Ho ly  Sp ir it ,  but to the benefi ts which we are 
recei v i ng because of our re l ationsh i p  with the Ho ly  Sp i r i t ,  
name l y ,  "bowe l s  and merc i es"--words wh ich  i nd i c ate that , i f  
we are rea l ly prof i t i ng from our fe l l owsh i p  with the Ho l y  
Sp i r i t ,  we are go i ng to be more tenderhearted and lov i ng 
and compass ionate toward each other. The person who i s  
cri t i c a l  and un lov i ng toward others i s  mak i ng a pub l i c  
announcement that there i s  someth i ng rea l ly wrong w i th h i s  
fe l l owsh i p  w i th the Lord and w i th the Holy Sp i r i t .  We 
s i mply cannot be wa l k ing w i th the Lord and be d i v i s i ve i n  
i n  our hearts and att i tudes and words . 

I I .  THE RESULTS ( Ph i l .  2 : 2-4 ) .  

There are three--one i n  each verse.  

A.  L i kemi ndedness ( v .  2 ) .  

Th i s  means that we w i l l  l ove each other , that we wi l l  
be i n  harmony with each other because--not l i sten to 
th i s --BECAUSE WE ALL TH INK  AL I K E !  

I l l us : Years ago I used to hear the cri t i c i sm made of 
the seminary from wh ich I graduated that those 
who came out of that school a l l  came out be l i ev
i ng the same th i n g .  

Let me ask you : What i s  wrong w ith that- - i f  what we 
be l i eve i s  the truth of God ' s  Word? 

It was a l so true that my seminary was cri t i c i zed 
by those who came to accred it i t  because a l l  of 
the teachers were tra i ned rig.ht there , and so 
they a l l  taught a l i ke .  

Let me ask you aga i n :  What i s  wrong with that? 

Is the B i b l e  not c l ear on what it teaches about 
-- God? 
-- Jesus Chri st? 
-- the Holy Sp i rit? 
-- man? 
-- s in?  
-- s a l vat ion? 

Does i t  contrad ict itself? I s  i t  hea lthy for a church 
to be d i v i ded doctrina l ly? 

Let me ask you another quest ion : DO YOU TH INK THAT IT 
IS POSS IBLE FOR US TO BE L I KEMI NDED I N  THE WORD AND IN 
THE LORD? Let me answer. I F  IT WERE NOT POSSIBLE , YOU 
WOULD NEVER F I ND THIS EXHORTATI ON IN THE WORD. How 
cou l d  the Ap9Stie Paul  ever expect fu l ness of j oy if he 
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were expect i ng something that cou l d  never be? OF COURSE 
IT IS POSS I BLE ! And ,  if we expect the Lord ' s  b less i ng ,  
we need to be headed i n  that d i rect ion .  

B .  The second resu l t :  Humi l ity ( v .  3 ) .  

Cf . Phi l .  1 : 1 Sa. 

What are your moti ves in your serv i ce of the Lord? 
What are your ambitions? How do you feel when you see 
the Lord ' s  b l es s i ng upon others more than you see i t  
upon yourself? How do you rate yoursel f  with the rest 
of the people of our church--higher, or l ower? Do you 
feel that you ought to have the p l ace that they have? 

One reason we get rebel l ious against the Lord , l i ke the 
I srael ites d id  repeated ly  in the wi l derness , is because 
we bel i eve that the Lord ought to be treat i ng us better 
than He i s  treat i ng u s !  Th i s  i s  nothi ng but pride. 

Peter wrote that "God res i steth the proud , and g i veth 
grace to the humb l e '  ( 1  Pet . 5 : 5b ) --and he shou l d  have 
known ! 

C .  The th i rd resu l t :  Unselfi shness ( v .  4 ) .  

Peop l e  who are concerned about the i r  self-worth are on 
the wrong track ! And so are those who are look i ng out 
for # 1 ! 

We a l l  have this  tendency , do we not? And we even have 
it i n  connection with our l i ves as Chr i st i ans . We even 
read our B ib les and pray th ink i ng espec i a l ly about how 
we are go ing to be benefitted from such t h i ngs , i nstead 
of th ink ing a l so abouLhow they might prepare us to be 
a spi ritual nerp and b less i ng to others ! 

Look at Ph i l .  2 : 1 9-2 1 . 

Conc l :  Let me ask you : Do verses 2 and 3 and 4 descr i be you 
and me? 

If they do not, then there has to be some way or ways i n  wh ich  
we are los i ng out in  connection with  the truth of verse 1 .  
THERE I S  "conso lation i n  Chri st . "  THERE IS  "fe l l owsh i p  of the 
Sp i rit , "  or with the Sp i r i t .  

The troub l e  i s  that you and I are not prof it i ng from our re la
tionsh i p  with the Lord and with the Holy Sp i r i t .  

Ar:e you read ing the Word? Do you -suppose it wou l d  be shock ing 
to us a l l  to f i nd out how many at Tri n i ty B i b l e  Church do not 
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read the Word each day? 

Or, i f  you do read the Word da i ly ,  has it become more of a 
rout ine than a del ight? Are you g l ad when the read i ng i s  
f i n i shed s o  you can get o n  to other things that you l i ke better? 

What about prayer? Do you pray? Do you pray more now than 
when you f i rst came to Chri st? Do you feel that it i s  important 
for you to pray? Do you understand that you are s i n n i ng if you 
do not pray , da i ly and and fervently and j oyfu l ly? 

What about s i n?  Are you to l erati ng certa i n  s i n s  ma i n ly because 
nobody knows about them? Has your fell owsh i p  w ith the Lord 
g i ven you del i verance from your s i ns? Do you hate s i n ,  knowi ng 
that God hates it? 

What about your fel lowsh i p  with the Lord ' s  peop le? Are there 
some peop l e  i n  our fe l l owsh i p  that you rea l ly do not l i ke , that 
you try to avo id? 

I cou l d  go on with lots of other uncomfortab l e  quest ion s .  I do 
not need to answer them because we a l l .  know what the ri ght 
answers are. But the important thing i s  th i s :  How are we 
going to be ab�to g i ve the right answers 5ecause-welKnow that 
thI ngs are as they s1iOuTd be � our lIves? 

- -- --

IT ALL GOES BACK TO PH IL .  2 : 1 !  It goes back to our re lationsh i p  
t o  the Lord , and to the Ho l y  Sp ir it .  That i s  where we get the 
love that we need to show toward each other, and that i s  where 
we get the compassion and mercy which wi l l  enable  us to be 
l i kemi nded toward each other. 

Let me c l ose wi th these words of the Lord Jesus , and I hope that 
they wi l l  speak to your heart : 

Come unto me, 
a l l  ye that labour and are heavy l aden , 
and I wi l l  g i ve you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you , and learn of me ; 
for I am meek and l owly i n  heart : 
and ye sha l l  f i nd rest unto your sou l s .  
For my yoke i s  easy , and my burden i s  l i ght . 

I heard th i s  week of a Christian who has quit  go i ng to church 
and who i s  very depressed . He ought to be . I have l earned 
that those who do not meet regu l arly with the Lord ' s  peop l e  i n  
most cases do not pray and .  ,have quit  read i ng thei r B i b l es . ( I  
am not ta l k i ng about peop l e  who are s ick and cannot come . ) But 
such people  who can come and do not , ought to be depressed , and 
wi l l  conti nue to be depressed unt i l  they get back w ith the Lord 
and with H i s  peop l e .  
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THE MIND OF  CHRIST 
Ph i l ippians  2 : 5- 1 1 

I ntra : Th i s  i s  one of the most important passages i n  the B i b l e  
hav i ng to d o  with the i ncarnati on and g l ory of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  From the verb transl ated , "made h imself  of no 
reputation , "  or em�t i ed Himse l f ,  we get the strange word , 
kenos i s ,  from the reek verb, kenoo . Probably from the t ime 
that these words were written theo l og i ans  and other students of 
the Word of God have sought to determ i ne what i t  meant that our 
Lord empt ied H imse l f .  Some say that our Lord surrendered H i s  
Deity when He became man- -that He was then not De ity .  Th i s ,  of 
course , i s  i n  d i rect conf l i ct with the teac h i ng of Scripture 
wh ich dec l ares that i n  H i s  f l esh  He was both God and man . And 
so others say that it means that H i s  Deity was c l othed i n  
humanity,  and that for the t ime of H i s  sojourn here o n  earth 
He d i d  not exerc i se many of H i s  d i v i ne attri butes . Th i s  i s  the 
true v i ew . H i s  i ncarnat ion had to be a kenos i s .  But , i f  our 
Lord had ceased to be God when He became a man , then H i s  death 
could not have brought us s a l vat ion .  

However , l et us be sure to notice Paul ' s  purpose i n  ment i on i ng 
the i ncarnat ion of Christ at th is  poi nt i n  th i s  Ep istle .  He 
had been ta l k i ng about l i kemi ndedness ,  about un ity .  The great 
obstac l e  to unity i s  pride. The so lut i on to pride i s  hum i l ity .  
And the greatest examp l e  of hum i l ity of a l l  t ime i s  to be seen 
i n  the com i ng of Jesus Christ to the earth.  Th i s  does not mean 
that our Lord ever was proud , s i nfu l ly proud , as human bei ngs 
are ,  but it does mean that we must humb le oursel ves , fo l l ow ing 
the examp le of Chri st , if we are to have the b l es s i ng of God 
both now and hereafter , and i f  we are to be l i kemi nded toward 
each other. 

So l et me take up f i rst , THE MIND OF CHRIST ,  of OF CHRIST JESUS. 
Then l et us take up THE REWARD OF CHRIST. And then , f i na l ly ,  
THE MEAN ING FOR BELI EVERS . THE MIND OF CHRIST i s  seen i n  verses 
6-8 .  THE REWARD OF CHRIST i n  verses 9- 1 1 .  THE MEAN I NG FOR 
BELI EVERS i n  verse 5 .  

I .  THE MIND OF CHRIST ( P h i l .  2 : 6-8 ) . 

A .  The def i n it i on of " mi nd . "  

" Let th i s  mind be" i s  a verb wh ich  means that we need to 
th i nk and feel about oursel ves the way He thought about 
H imse lf--and then act according ly .  It means that H i s  
wi l l  needs to be our wi l l .  

We have two good i l l ustrati ons of the use of the noun 
that i s  rel ated to th is  verb in Romans 8 : 7  and 27 . 

I w i l l  come back to th i s  at the c l ose of my message. 
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B .  The deta i l s  of Christ ' s  humi l i ation. 

In  this we come to verses 6-8. 

We actua l ly see 
1 )  The height of our Lord ' s  g l ory i n  v .  6 ,  
2 )  The depth of H i s  humi l i ati on i n  vv .  7 ,  8 .  
No one ever moved from greater heights to such depU,s � 
ourTora-r- -- -- - --

But let us cons i der the statements that are made here . 

1 .  "Wh o ,  be i ng i n  the form of God" -- a c lear statement 
of H i s  Deity . 

No one can be " i n  the form of God " who i s  not God 
( so Trench says of the word , form ) . Th i s  speaks of 
what the Lord was inward ly--tnar-He was God by H i s  
very nature. 

2 .  "Thought it not robbery to be equal with God . "  

Th i s  means. that He d i d  not regard it necessary that 
He a l ways ma i ntain  the outward , consp icuous d i s p l ay 
of H i s  De ity , showing that He was a l ways "equal  with 
God . "  He d i d  not cons ider that ho ld ing on to the 
man ifestation of H i s  g lory , H i s  Deity , was something 
wh ich  He had to ma i nta i n  as a prize wh ich  shou l d  
never be even for a t ime re l i nqu i shed . 

3 .  " But made h imsel f oLno reputat ion . "  This  i s  
descri bed in  the rest of v .  7 ,  and a l l  of v .  8 .  
He d i d  not cease to be God , but He dj d not appear to 
be God i n  H i s  incarnation. 

a. He "took upon h im the form of a servant . "  

Th i s  i s  the same word , "form , "  that i s  used in  
v .  6. He became a real servant--to God , not to 
man . 

b .  "And was made i n  the l i keness o f  man . "  

Th i s  i s  a word ( " l i keness " )  wh ich  descr ibes H i s  
appearance . Those who saw H i m  wou l d  be inc l ined 
to think that He was j ust another man . 

But not ice th i s  next statement : 

c .  "And being found in  fash ion a s  a man , h e  humbled 
h imse lf . " 

Th i s  means that He not on ly  humb led H imse lf  i n  
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becom i ng a man , but that as a man He humb l ed 
HImself even moreuby becoming  "obedient unto 
death , even the death of the cross . "  

Here we see the purpose of H i s  humi l i at ion .  It  
was to  d i e  on  the cros s ,  to prov i de s a l vation 
for helples s ,  hopeles s ,  gui lty s i nners . But He 
d id  th i s  vol untari ly i n  obed i ence to the Father ' s  
wi I I . 

The Scri ptures teach us that the humi l i at i on of Christ 
was actua l ly threefo l d :  
1 )  He made H imse l f  l ower than God . I n  John 1 4 : 28 we 

have H i  s word s ,  "My Father i s  greater than 1 . "  
But that was not enough . 
2 )  He made Himself lower than ange l s .  Cf . Heb . 2 : 7 .  

Th i s  was for a l itt l e  t ime . 
But th i s  sti lTWas not al l-. -
3 )  Among men , none has ever stooped l ower i n  humi l iation 

than He d i d .  

On th i s  l ast po int ,  cf.  Psa .  22 : 6 ;  I s a .  53 : 3 ;  Mark 9 : 1 2 ,  
wh i ch read s ,  

• . .  it  i s  wri tten o f  the Son of man , that he 
must suffer many th ings , and be set at nought . 

Th i s  l ast express i on means thar-�was-gOTng to be 
treated as though He were noth i n g !  I s a i ah ' s  words mean 
that H i s  sufferings wou l d  be so great that He wou l d  not 
even appear to be human .  

So , when � con s i der � height from wh ich He came , and 
the awfUl-aepths to whIch He went ,  no person'S humb l i ng ,  
or humI l I atIon , can compare-wIth H iST 

Why d i d  He do i t? 
1) Primari Iy to be obed i ent to the wi  I I  of the Father 

i n  prov i d i ng sa lvat ion.  
2 )  Secondari ly i t  was to prov i de s a l vati on for the e l ect 

of God . Cf . Ga I. 2 :  20 ; Eph . 5 :  25 ; Rev . 1 :  5 ,  6 ;  
2 Cor. 8 : 9 ;  Ga l .  4 : 4 ,  5 ;  2 Cor. 5 : 2 1 ; Ga l .  3 :  1 3 ,  1 4 ;  
1 Pet. 2 : 24 ;  3 : 1 8 .  

What a passage ! Who can ever fu l ly understand what Pau l has 
written? 

But l et us now l ook at . 

I I .  THE REWARD OF CHRIST ( Ph i l .  2 : 9- 1 1 ) . 

It i s  threefo l d :  H i s  exa ltat i on , H i s  spec i a l  Name , H i s  
spec i a l  honor. 
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A .  Christ ' s  exa l tation : "Wherefore God a l so hath h igh ly 
exa lted h im . "  

Th i s  was a l so threefo l d--as I sa iah sa i d ,  " . . .  exa lted , 
and exto l l ed , and be very h igh" ( I s a .  52 : 1 3 ) .  

1 .  H i s  resurrect ion .  

2 .  H is  ascens ion .  

3 .  H i s  seat at the Father ' s  right hand . 

No man nor angel has ever,  or wi l l  ever , be accorded 
the honor which has a l ready been g i ven to our Lord . 

B .  Christ ' s  spec i a l  name : " and g i ven him a name which i s  
above every name . " 

Some bel ieve that th is  i s  the name, "Jesus . "  Others 
feel that He wi l l  yet be known by another name . Rev . 
1 9 : 1 2  says that , when He comes i n  g l ory , He wi l l  have 
"a name wri tten , wh ich no- man knew, but he h imse l f . " 

But whi chever i t  i s ,  no one wi l l  ever have a name l i ke 
the name of the Lord Jesus Chri st--a name spot l ess i n  
its g lory !  

C .  Christ ' s  spec i a l  honor: 
That at the name of Jesus every knee shou l d  bow , 
of th i ngs i n  heaven , and things i n  earth , 
and thi ngs under the earth ; 
And that every tongue shou l d  confess 
that Jesus Christ i s  Lord , to the g lory of God 
the Father ( Phi l .  2 : 1 0 ,  1 1 ) .  

What a day that wi l l  be ! Creatures of a l l ranks and 
from a l l  levels w i l l  acknowledge that Jesus Christ i s  
Lord . - The statement i n  verse 1 0  cou l d  mean ange l s ,  men , 
and demons ( " under the earth" ) ,  or i t  cou l d  mean ange l s  
i n  heaven , the sa ints who do not d i e  with those who have 
d i ed . Whatever the true mean ing ,  no one wi l l  m i ss  g i v i ng 
th i s  spec i a l  honor to our b lessed Lord ! 

But now we come to the app l i cat ion of th is  great truth of the 
humi l i at ion of Chri st :  

I I I .  THE MEAN ING FOR BELI EVERS ( Phi l .  2 : 5 ) : " Let th is  mind be 
i n  you , wh ich was a l so i n  Christ Jesus . "  

A .  Christ i s  our Examp l e .  

Peter wrote , 
For even hereunto were ye ca l l ed :  
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because Christ a l so suffered for us , 
l eav i ng us an example ,  
that we shou l d  fo l low h is  steps .  

We are not to be greater than our Lord , but to be l i ke 
Him.  If the world  hated Him,  we cannot expect that it 
wi l l  l ove us .  We need to  think about ourse l ves the way 
He thought of Himse l f .  

How does it app ly t o  us? 
1 )  We are now the sons of God . Cf. 1 John 3 : 1 ,  2.  

We of the royal  fam i ly of heaven . But " i t  doth not 
yet appear what we sha l l  be . "  

2 )  We are to g i ve up the rights that we have and prefer 
rather l i v i ng as bond servants of God , devot ing our 
l i ves i n  be ing obedient to God and to H i s  w i l l .  

3 )  We seek not g l ory here , but i n  the l i fe to come • .  

If we a l l  had the m i nd of Chri st ,  i f  we wou l d  only  think  
about ourse l ves the way He thought about Himse l f ,  a l l  of 
the troub les of the church wou l d  sudden ly come to an end 
and we wou l d  know what the Lord was ta l k i ng about i n  
Matthew 1 1 : 28-30-- "ye sha l l  f i n d  rest unto your sou l s . " 

But there i s  another pOint; Christ is not only our Examp l e ,  
but we have . . 

B .  Christ,  our L i fe. 

Who are we , and where are we? Cf. Ph i 1. 1 :  1 -- "to a I I  
the sai nts I N  Christ Jesus . "  

Cf. a l so Pau l ' s  prayer i n  Phi l .  1 : 1 1 ,  
Being f i l l ed with the fru its of righteousness , 
wh i ch are by Jesus Chri st , 
unto the g l ory and pra i se of God . 

A l so see Ph i l .  1 : 20 , 2 1 ; 2 : 1 ,  " conso lation i n  Christ . "  

The enab l ing power to l i ve as Christ l i ved i s  not to be 
found i n  ourse lves , but i n  Christ because of our re la
tions h i p  wi th Him ! 

C .  The command and the promise  o f  God : 

1 .  Matt. 1 8 : 4 ,  "Whosoever therefore sha l l h umble 
h imself as th i s  l itt l e  ch i l d ,  the s ame is greatest 
i n the k i ngdom of heaven . "  

2 .  Matt. 23 : 1 2 ,  " And whosoever sha l l  exa l t  h imself sha l l  
be abased ; and he that sha l l  humb l e  h imself sha l l  be 
exa lted . "  
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Provo 1 8 : 1 2 ,  "Before destruct ion the heart of man 
i s  haughty , and before honour i s  humi l ity . "  

Jas .  4 : 1 0 ,  "Humb l e  yoursel ves i n  the s i ght of the 
Lord , and he sha l l  I ift you up . "  

1 Pet . 5 : 6 ,  "Humb l e  yourse l ves therefore under the 
mi ghty hand of God , that he may exa l t  you i n  due 
time . "  

Lord humbl ed H imse l f  because : 
He was more concerned about the g lory of God than 
He was about H i s  own g l ory. 
He was more concerned about the s a l vat ion of H is  
people  than He  was for H i s  own comfort. 

How amaz ing that it shou l d  be such a rare th ing to f i nd 
a truly h umb l e  person among the Lord ' s  peop le--but it i s !  

Conc l :  How can we l ose? Through humi l ity God i s  honored , 
Christ i s  man ifested , peop l e  are b l essed , and we are 

promi sed b l es s i ng--here and hereafter. 

May we l ook to the Lord for the grace and strength to be humb l e  
that we may be l i kemi nded with each other , and that the great 
burden the Lord expressed i n  prayer for us might be fu lf i l l ed ,  
that the wor l d  may rea l i ze that Jesus Christ rea l ly came from 
God--and why He came ! Cf . John 1 7 : 2 1 , 23.  
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THE TRU E CHRISTIAN L I FE 
Phi l i pp i ans  2 : 1 2 - 1 8  

I ntro : As you l i sten to messages , and read books written by 
present-day Christian writers , you wi l l  be exposed to 

many d ifferent i deas as to what the true Christian l ife i s .  I 
wi l l  not try to i dent ify them a l l because that wou ld  be imposs
i b l e .  There are too many of them . 

' 

But the dom i nant i dea today seems to be that of compromi se .  
People  who c l a im  to be Christians are do ing a l l  that they can to 
popu l arize the Gospe l .  They seem to want you to be l i eve that 
l i v i ng the Christian l ife means hav i ng a l l  of the th ings that 
you have a lways wanted . Change seems to be r id iculed.  Accord
i ng to some teachers you can cont i nue to be j ust as materi a l i s 
t i c ,  j ust as p leasure-seek ing , j ust as self ish ly  ambitious , j ust 
as success ori ented as you ever were , only  on a h i gher p l a i n .  
But , of course , they wou l d  never admit to these th ings . 

Where do we l earn what the true Christian  l i fe i s? 

The answer to that question i s :  We l earn what the true Christian 
l i fe is from the same source that we l earn what it means to be a 
Christ ian ; we l earn .!!. from the B i b l e !  

And what better c i rcumstances cou l d  there be from wh ich  to l earn 
it than from a Christian who i s  in the thick of the batt l e? That 
i s  where Paul was when he wrote to the Ph i l i pp i an church--in  the 
batt l e .  Everything that h e  bel ieved was be i ng tested by h i s  
c i rcumstances , and yet we see that h e  was peaceful , triumphant , 
f i l led with joy ,  and more concerned about the far off Ph i l ippians 
than he was even for h imself ! 

After the f i rst 1 1  verses of greet i ng and i ntroduct ion i n  chapter 
1 ,  Paul gave them h i s  own persona l  report and testimony concern i ng 
h i s  c i rcumstances i n  Rome (which take us down to 1 : 27 ) .  But even 
as we read down to that point in the Epistle  we can see that 
beh i nd a l l  tllat he was say i ng was a deep concern for them , for 
the progress that they were mak i ng as Christ ians . And so in 1 : 27 
we see the beg i n n i ng of the f i rst of h i s  exhortat ions Ttl i s  con
ti nues down to the end of chapter 2.- HE WANTED THE I R  L I VES TO 
BE CONSI STENT WITH THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST , AND TH IS HAD TO DO 
ESPEC IALLY WITH THE UNITY WI TH WH ICH THEY L I VED TOGETHER AND 
TOGETHER SERVED THE LORD . 

And when Paul  got down to what i n  our B i b l e  i s  chapter 2 ,  verse 
1 2 ,  he began to g i ve one of the c l earest statements we have any 
p l ace in the NT as to what the true Christian l i fe rea l ly i s .  

Let us seek with the help of the Holy Sp i rit to understand what 
he sa id .  And l et me poi nt out , f i rst of a l l ,  the th ings wh ich  
we wi l l  be ta l k i n g  about so you can ant i c i pate the many wonderful  



Ph i l .  2 : 1 2- 1 8  ( 2 )  

th i ngs that we have i n  our text. 

There are s i x  th ings that I want to point out : 

I .  THE PLACE OF WORKS I N  THE CHRIST IAN L I FE ( v .  1 2 ) .  
I I .  THE SECRET OF THE CHRISTIAN L I FE ( v .  1 3 ) .  

I I I .  THE OBJECT OF' THE CHRISTIAN L I F E  (v. 1 3b ) .  
I V .  THE SPIRIT  OF THE CHRISTIAN L I FE ( vv .  1 2 ,  1 4 ) .  
V .  THE FRU I T  OF THE CHRISTIAN L I F E  ( vv .  1 5 b ,  1 6 ) .  

V I .  THE JOY OF THE CHRISTIAN L I F E  ( vv .  1 6b- 1 8 ) .  

I .  THE PLACE OF WORKS I N  THE CHRISTIAN L I FE ( Ph i l .  2 : 1 2 ) .  

Dr. B .  B .  Warfield  once said , 
Noth i ng cou l d  be more fundamenta l to Pau l ' s  conception 
of sal vat ion than h i s  teach ing as to its relat ion to 
"works . "  He i s  pers i stent ly i ns i stent that th i s  
re lation i s  that of cause rather than of effect .  
The "not out of work s ,  but unto good works , "  of 
Ephes ians 2 : 9 ,  1 0  sounds the keynote of h i s  who l e  
teaching .  I n  "good works , "  therefore , accord ing to 
Paul  " sa l vation "  f i nds its real i zat ion : the very 
essence of sa l vation i s  ho l i ness of l ife , " sanctifica
t i on of the spi r it . "  And equally  i n  "sal vat ion" "good 
works "  f i nd the ir  only root : and it i s  only on the 
ground of the saving work of God that men may be hope
fully exhorted to good works ( Fa ith and L ife ,  p. 298 ) .  

Sal vation i s  not by good works , but good works a l so fo l l ow 
s a l vation.  

And the good works wh ich  Paul was ta l k i ng about are those 
things  wh ich  a ch i l d  of God does in obed ience to the Word of 
of God . 

No person can be saved by good works , but neither wi l l  a 
person be saved who does not then do good works .  

Note how the Apost l e  Pau l  expressed it here i n  v .  1 2 .  The i r  
obed ience was work ing out what God had worked i n  them. 
Sa l vation is a work of God , not of man . Sal vat ion i s  of the 
Lord ! 

Cf . Eph . 2 : 8- 1 0 .  

I I .  THE SECRET O F  THE CHRISTIAN L I FE ( Ph i l .  2 : 1 3 ) .  

I cou l d  a l so g i ve this  the head i ng ,  THE POWER OF THE CHRIST
I AN L I FE .  

What i s  invo l ved i n  l i v i ng the Christian l i fe? I s  i t  merely 
tak i ng the NT as a ru l e  book , and try i ng to fo l low what it 
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says for u s  to do? 

One prob l em with such an idea as th i s  is that there are times 
when a chi l d  of God may not want to do what he is supposed to 
do , accord i ng to the Word of God . Another i s  that he cannot 
pos s i bly do what the Word of God says . 

So every Christian has to l earn that the secret of the l i fe 
of a Christian i s  that God i s  at work i n  h i s  l ife.  It is  
God Who g i ves h im the des i re to be holy,  and i t  i s  God Who 
enab l es him to be and do that wh ich  wi l l  res u l t  i n  a holy 
l i fe. See v .  1 3 .  The true Christian l i fe i s  imposs ib le  
without th i s .  

How we need to pray that the Lord wi l l  make th i s  c l ear to us ! 
See what the Lord said  i n  John 1 5 : 1 -5 .  See a l so the bene
d i ction i n  Heb . 1 3 : 20 ,  2 1 . No Christian can l i ve as a 
Christian without the i n-work ing of God and of Christ.  

But l et us see what e lse Pau l  has taught us  here . 

I I I .  THE OBJECT OF THE CHRISTIAN L I FE ( Ph i l .  2 : 1 3b ) .  

I s  it that we might be ab le  to do what we want to do? No. 
I s  it that we might a l ways have th i ngs go ing our way? No. 
What is it then? 

It is that we might do the good p l easure of God , that we 
might p l ease H im ,  that we might g l orify Him.  The true 
Christian l i fe i s  not man-centered ; it i s  God-centered . 

Our Lord s a i d ,  " I  do a lways those th ings that p l ease him"  
( speak i ng of the Father ) ( John 8 : 29b ) .  He a l so s a i d ,  " For 
I came down from heaven , not to do mine own wi l l ,  but the 
wi l l  of h im that sent me" ( John 6 : 38 ) .  

How do we know that we are do ing what p l eases the Father? 
It i s  only  when we are l i v i ng in obedi ence to H i s  Word . 

Cf.  Pau l ' s  teach ing i n  1 Cor. 1 0 : 3 1 ; 2 Cor. 5 : 9 .  

However ,  i n  order that we may see that this  i s  not j ust an 
externa l ,  outward th ing ,  let us notice what Pau l  wrote about 

I V .  THE SP IR IT  OF THE CHRISTIAN L I F E  ( Ph i l .  2 : 1 2 b ,  1 4 ) .  

Three thi ngs are important here : 
1 )  I n  v .  1 2 - - "with fear and trembl i ng . "  
2 )  I n  v .  1 4-- "without murmurings . "  
3 )  I n  v .  1 4- - " without • • •  d i sput i ngs . "  

A.  "With fear and tremb l i ng" means that we shou l d  have such 
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a n  earnest des i re to p l ease the Lord a lways and i n  every
thing that we shou l d  be afra i d  that we wou l d  do anyth ing 
e l se--even to the point of "tremb l i ng . "  

Fear i s  contrasted with pride , h igh th ink ing ,  i n  Rom. 
1 1 : 20b , "Be not h i ghmi nded , but fear . "  So a fearful  
heart is  a humb l e  heart. 

Ead i e  sa id  in h i s  commentary on Ph i l i pp i ans , 
• . .  the phrase descri bes that state of m ind 
wh ich  ought ever to characterize bel ievers-
d i strust of themse l ves--earnest sol i c i tat ion 
(mean i ng excess i ve care and/or attent i on ) i n  
every dutY--humb l e  rel iance o n  d i v i ne  a i d ,  
with the ab id ing consc iousness that after a l l 
they do come far short of meeti ng ob l i gat ion 
( p .  1 29 ) .  

To fear the Lord i s  to have a humb l e  and s i n cere des i re 
to p l ease H im ,  to obey Him ,  and a l l for H i s  g l ory . 

B .  "Wi thout murmurings . "  Th i s  i s  the negat i ve s ide of i t .  

Peop l e  murmur when they are d i ssat i sfied.  Christians 
are gui lty of murmuring when they are d i ssati sfied with 
what God does or w ith what He says we must do.  

The peop l e  of I srael murmured a l l of the way from Egypt 
to Canaan ! Outward obed ience means noth ing to the Lord 
i f  there i s  i nward murmuring.  

C .  " W ithout . • •  d i sput i ngs . "  

Th i s  means we delay , we hes i tate , we are re l uctant to do 
God ' s  wi l l ,  we argue with Him because we think  our way 
way i s  better .  Th i s  cannot be . 

If our obed i ence i s  to g l orify God it must be done cheerful ly 
and prompt ly . Th i s  is the spirit  in wh ich  we must l i ve . 
Obed i ence must come from the heart , not j ust be i n  outward 
acts . 

V .  THE FRU IT  OF THE CHRIST IAN L IFE  ( Ph i l .  2 : 1 5 ,  1 6 ) .  

Th is  i s  twofo l d :  
1 )  Such a l i fe wi l l  do something to us . 
2 )  Such a l i fe wi l l  enab l e  us to be someth i ng to the ·worl d .  

A. The character of a Chri sti an . 

Paul  used th ree express i ons  here and together they add 
up to ho l i ness--a holy  l i fe. 
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I f  we are trust ing God to enab l e  u s  to be obed i ent to 
H i s  Word from the heart because we want to p l ease h im ,  
then we  w i l l  be  • . .  

1 .  " B l ameless" --mean ing that we w i l l  not be hypocritical  
because we profess to be "the sons of God" but do not 
l i ve l i ke we are. 

Many re l ate th i s  to the words "without murmurings"  
i n  v .  1 4 .  

2 .  "Harmless" --mean i ng s i ncere , pure, rea l , gen u i ne .  
Th i s  i s  the pos i t i ve s i de of wh ich " b l amel ess"  i s  the 
negat ive.  

Many re l ate th i s  to the words "without . • .  d i sput
i ngs"  in v .  1 4 .  

3 .  "Without rebuke"--mean i ng that our actions cannot be 
charged mora l ly .  We are l i v i ng as even the world 
wou l d  expect a Chri st i an to l i ve .  

And notice 
l i ke th i s :  
generat ion 

the atmosphere i n  which we are to l i ve 
" i n  the midst of a crooked and perverse 

(not nation ) .  

"Crooked and perverse , "  accord i ng to Ead i e ,  speak of 
the i nner d i spos ition of the wor l d ,  and then the 
outward man ifestat ion ( respect i ve l y )  of the world 
i n  its  wi l lfu l  and habitual  turn i ng away from God ' s  
way , and from God ' s  g l ory . Cf. I sa .  53 : 6 .  

And th is  a l l  makes poss i b l e  

B .  The witness of a Chri stian : " • • .  among whom ye sh ine 
as l ights i n  the worl d ,  ho ld ing forth the word of l ife . "  

"The word of I ife" i s  the Gospe l . See 1 : 27 .  

"Ho l d i ng forth" i s  done i n  two ways : 
1 )  By the l i ves we l i ve . 
2 )  By the words we speak--the vocal proc l amation of 

the Gospe l . 
And often the reason that latter i s  so i neffective i s  
because the f i rst i s  i n  such poor cond ition .  The fru it 
of true obed ience i s :  
1 )  A holy l ife. 
2 )  A strong witness--a l i ght sh in ing  in a dark , dark 

wor l d .  Cf . Stephen in Acts 6.: 1 0 .  

Aga i n ,  from Ead ie ( p .  1 42 ) :  
The gospel or word of l ife was he l d  forth , and its 



F i na l ly ,  

Phi l .  2 : 1 2 - 1 8  ( 6 )  

hol ders were l i ght-gi vers i n  the wor l d .  As they 
made known its doctri nes , and impressed men with a 
sense of its importance, as the i r  acti on s ,  i n  their 
purity and harmony , exh i b ited its l ife and power, 
d i d  they hold it forth . From them the wor l d  
l earned i t s  true i nterest and dest i ny ,  its 
connect ion with God and etern ity ;  they were its 
only i nstructors in the h ighest of the sc iences . 

I V .  THE JOY OF THE CHRISTIAN L I FE ( Ph i l .  2 : 1 6b- 1 8 ) . 

We a l l  shou l d  be l i v i ng for etern ity , for "the day of 
Christ" --the day when He sha l l  come. Cf . 1 : 6 .  

Cf.  1 Thess . 2 : 1 9 ,  20 . A lso 3 John 4 ,  " I  have no greater 
j oy than to hear that my ch i l dren wa l k  i n  truth . "  

When we stand i n  the presence of the Lord , then we sha l l  
rea l i ze how much of our work here has been l ast i ng and 
prof itab le .  

What i s  it that brings you j oy? What i s  your des i re for 
your ch i l dren , parents--and grandparents? What shou l d  be 
my des i re for you? Can we truthfu l ly say to each other,  
as Pau l said to the Thessa lon i ans , " For now we l i ve ,  if ye 
stand fast i n  the Lord"? 

Conc l :  D i d  you ever see such an abbrev i ated , yet comp l ete , 
statement of what the Chri stian l ife i s?  It i s  a l l 

here , i sn ' t  it? 

If you are not a Chri sti an , do you understand what it  means to 
be a Christian --that it is not by your works , but it is through 
the grace of God and through Chri st? 

If you are a Chri st i an , do you see the importance of good works-
that they fol low and resu lt from sav i ng fa i th ,  that they are the 
good works of obed i ence to the Word of God? Do you see that , if  
works d id  not accompany your fa ith , your faith is  not sav i ng 
fa i th? 

May the Lord enabl e  each of us to prof it  from the truth wh ich 
we have seen th i s  morn ing accord ing to what we are in H i s  s i ght. 
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AN UNUSUAL SERVANT OF  GOO 
Ph i l ippians 2 : 1 9-24 

I ntro : ' I  have mentioned before that Pau l  m i n i stered to the 
peop l e  of God in more ways than one : 

1 )  H i s  greatest des i re was to be with them i n  person where he 
cou l d  m in i ster to them person to person , face to face. 

2 )  He a l ways prayed for them. H i s  Ep i st l es g i ve abundant ev i 
dence of th i s .  

3 )  He wrote to them, and he often wrote at times when he cou l d  
have been so occupi ed with h i s  own troub les that he mi ght 
have forgotten h i s  people i n  other p laces . But he never d i d  
forget them. 

4 )  F i na l ly ,  when he cou l d  not be with peop l e ,  he sent some 
other trusted worker,  if such were poss i b l e .  

Th i s  brings us to cons i der what h e  had to say about Timothy . 

One of the most touching things about Paul ' s  Ep i st les i s  to see 
how he l oved h i s  fe l l owworkers , how he wrote about them ,  and 
how gratefu l he was for the i r  help i n  the work of the Lord . 
We see th is  not on ly  of i nd i vidua l s ,  but of churches ( such as 
his comments about the Phi l i pp i an sa ints i n  Phi l .  1 : 3-8 ) .  

It i s  very obv ious that Timothy had a spec i a l  p l ace i n  h i s  heart . 

But who was Timothy? 

Timothy was ha lf  Jewish and half  Gent i l e .  H i s  mother was a 
Jew i sh Chri stian , and so was h i s  grandmother. H i s  father was 
a Genti l e ,  but does not seem to have been a Chri stian.  

Timothy is  f irst mentioned i n  Acts 16 .  Pau l was on h is  second 
miss ionary j ourney and came to Derbe and Lystra before going on 
Phi l i pp i .  Timothy seems to have been l i v i ng in Lystra ( poss ib ly  
Derbe ) ,  but at  th is  time he j o i ned Pau l ,  being "we l l  reported 
of by the brethren that were at Lystra and Icon i um" ( Acts 1 6 : 2 ) . 

With the except ion of two short periods of time,'wheo. Paul  left 
Timothy and Si l as at Berea , but l ater sent for them when he was 
i n  Athens ,  and they jo i ned h im aga i n  when he got to Cori nth , 
pJu� when he was i n  As i a  he sent Timothy and Erastus i nto 
�don i a  ( where Ph i l ippi  was ) and Paul wa i ted for a time at 
Ephesus where they had the b i g  uproar over D iana ,  the goddess of 
the Ephes ians .  When Paul returned from Macedon ia  to  As i a ,  
Timothy and severa l others went ahead to Troas ,  but after that 
Timothy seems to have gone with Paul a l l of the way to Jerusa lem 
and then to Rome . 

So Paul and Timothy were we l l  acquai nted with each other, and 
Pau l l oved Timothy very much , ca l l i ng h im h i s  own son i n  the 
fa ith.  
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Timothy does not seem to have been particu larly strong phys ical ly 
s i nce Pau l spoke to him of h i s  "often i nf i rmities"  ( 1  Tim. 5 : 23 ) .  
It may have been a l so that he was not very courageous , but in
c l i ned to  be  timid  and  fearful (from some of the exhortat ions 
that we see i n  1 and 2 Timothy ) . 

. But he was one thing for sure : FAI THFUL. And Pau l commended 
him to the Ph i l ippians  church with words wh ich he never used of 
any of h i s  other fe l lowservants of God . 

Timothy had been a great b l es s i ng to Paul i n  Rome. 

Paul  knew that he wou ld a l so be a great bless ing  to the church 
at Phi l i pp i .  And , a l though he seemed rel uctant to l et h im  go , 
yet he i ntended to do that for the sake of the Ph i l ipp ian 
be l i evers , and for h i s  own sake , as he said i n  th is  Epistle ,  
"that I a l so may be  of good comfort , when I know your state" 
( Ph i l .  2 : 1 9b ) .  

But what , i n  the eyes of the Apostle Pau l , made Timothy so 
outstand i n g ,  so unusual , as a servant of God and of Chri st? 
Th i s  i s  what I want to cons ider with you th i s  morn i ng ,  in the 
hope that see i ng these th i ngs , we , too , wi l l  be better servants 
of God and of our Lord Jesus Christ .  

Paul  menti oned three th ings : 
1 )  Timothy ' s  re lat ionsh i p  with Paul himself .  
2 )  Timothy ' s  re lat ionsh i p  to the church at Phi l i pp i .  
3 )  Timothy ' s  re lati onsh i p  to Jesus Christ .  
Let me point out what Paul wrote about each o f  these. 

I .  T IMOTHY AND PAU L .  

C f .  Ph i l .  2 : 20a , " I  have n o  man l i keminded . .  " 

Th i s  means that Paul d i d  not have anyone who was more l i ke 
he was than Timothy . 

But why d i d  Paul want be l i evers to be l it .  equal  i n  soul to 
h imself? ( Th i s  is what the word "I i kem i nded" means.-r--

See 1 Cor. 4 : 15- 1 7 ;  1 1 : 1 ;  1 6 : 1 0 .  

How fortunate i s  the c h i l d  of God who has a god ly examp l e  
to fo l low ! We are to be the embod iment o f  what we teach .  
Note what Pau l wrote i n  Phi l .  4 : 9 .  Our teaching wou l d  be 
far more effective i s  peop l e  could see as wel l as hear what 
we are try i ng to teach them . 

Paul  cou l d  be sure that , if Timothy went to Ph i l ippi , he 
wou l d  do j u st what Paul wou l d  do if he were to go . 

Note what he to ld Timothy i n  2 Tim. 2 : 2 .  
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But Timothy was not only  l i ke Pau l i n  h i s  character and the 
way that he l i ved , but a l so i n  the way that he worked . See 
verse 22 .  

Timothy bel i eved i n  teach ing .  Timothy prayed . Timothy d i d  
not resor.t to techn i ques and methods to accomp l i sh the work 
of the Lord ; he depended upon the Holy Sp i r i t .  Pau l knew 
that Timothy wou l d  not undo what he had done, but wou l d  
st rengthen it .  

How b l essed a pastor or  m i ss ionary i s  when he  has  fe l low
workers l i ke that ! 

I I .  T IMOTHY AND THE CHURCH AT PH IL IPP I .  

See Phi l .  2 : 20b ,  " . . •  who wi l l  natura l ly care for your 
state . " 

The "proof" of Timothy , h i s  credent i a l s  for serv ice ,  were 
the way he had served with Pau l .  I t  was not h i s  age , h i s  
educat ion and tra i n i n g ,  h i s  g ifts , h i s  experience , but the 
way he had served . 

Now th i s  statement wh ich  Pau l made about Timothy means that 
"natura l ly , "  l it . , from b i rth , he had shown a great concern 
for the spi ritual we l fare of other bel ievers . 

"Care" means anxious care .  Th i s  was not s i nf u l  anxiety wh ich  
i s  not cast upon the IOrO , but gen u i ne ,  rea l ,  true, deep , 
s i ncere, faithfu l , cont i nu i ng care ! Timothy d i d  not do it 
for what he cou l d  get out of it,  but he did it because of 
what God had done i n  h i s  heart. It was h i s  l i fe , h i s  great
est concern , to know that th i ngs were go i ng we l l  w ith the 
peop l e  of God . 

Th i s ,  too , was l i ke Pau l .  Cf . 2 Cor. 1 1 : 28, " . . .  the 
care of a l l  the churches . "  

Pau l had no other co-workers who had caught the s p i rit and 
burden of Pau l l i ke Timothy had . He was to Pau l l i ke 
E l i sha was to E l i j ah 

He was not look ing for great opportun it ies for h imself . He 
was not out to make a name for himself.  He was not run n i ng 
ahead and comp l i cating th ings for Pau l .  He was not j ea l ous 
of those wi th whom he worked . HIS GREAT BURDEN WAS TO SEE 
CHRI STIANS BECOMING STRONG IN THE LORD SO THAT CHURCHES 
COULD BE STRONG AND USEFUL UNDER THE BLESSI NG OF THE LORD . 

Now a l l  of th i s  was attri butable to a th ird th i ng wh ich . Pau l  
sa id  about Timothy . It had to do with • . .  

I I I .  TIMOTHY AND JESUS CHRIST. 
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See Ph i l .  2 : 2 1 , 22. 

Paul surely d i d  not mean that everybody e l se was j ust con
cerned about h imse l f--such as S i l as ,  Barnabas , Luke , and 
others we coul d  mention .  But he  must have meant that no one 

�- was as comp l etely devoted to the Lord and to H i s  work as was 
Timothy ! 

What does .!.!. mean to seek our own th ings? 

It means that we are more concerned about how peop l e  are 
go ing to pra i se us and exa l t  us then we are about how we are 
go ing to be a he lp  and a b l ess i ng to them. 

It means that we are seek ing our own object i ves rather than 
being concerned about the purposes of God . It means that 
we are i nc l i ned to look at what we have i n  oursel ves , or what 
we can do , rather than to have our trust i n  the Lord and i n  
the Sp i ri t  of God . 

I t  means that we are concerned about our reputat ion , our 
pos i t i on , our benef its , etc . 

What does it  mean to seek the thi ngs at are Jesus Chri st ' s? 

It means to be concerned about H i s  wi l l ,  H i s  g lory ,  H i s  
purposes , H i s  peop l e .  

It means that we wi l l  take t ime t o  be with H im ,  to l earn of 
H i m ,  that we mi ght be l i ke Him.  It means that we wi l l  be 
concerned about our obed ience to the Word of the Lord . It 
means that we wi l l  be more concerned about what we g i ve to 
the people of God than we are about what they g i ve to u s .  
I t  means that we wi l l  get the greatest p l easure out of 
see i ng the people of God growing i n  the Lord , i n  see ing them 
bui l t  up i n  the faith.  At the same time , noth i ng wi l l  cause 
greater grief and d i stress of mind  than to see the Lord ' s  
people  stumb l i ng and fa l l ing  i n  the i r  wa l k  w ith the Lord . 

Oh , that Jesus Chri st might be everyth i ng to us ! Note how 
the change came about i n  Pau l ' s  l ife from what we read i n  
P h i l .  3 : 7- 1 4 .  

If  we want Jesus Chri st t o  mean everyth i ng t o  our peop l e ,  
then He must mean everything  to us ! 

Conc l :  Timothy shou ld  not have been the except ion ; he shou l d  
have been the ru l e .  We ought a l l  to be l i ke Timothy. 

If we were , we can be sure that Satan ' s  oppo s i t i on wou l d  be 
i nten s i f i ed ,  but we cou l d  a l so be sure that the b les s i ng of God 
wou l d  abound i n  our l i ves and i n  the work that the Lord has g i ven 
us to do . 
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A MESSENGER AND A M IN ISTER 
Ph i l ippians 2 : 25-30 

I ntro : Last Sunday we con s i dered Timothy and Paul ' s  comments 
about h im i n  Ph i l .  2 : 1 8-24 . Today I want us to con

s ider Epaphrod itus .  

I .  WHO WAS EPAPHRODITUS? Cf . Ph i l .  2 : 25 . 

A .  H i s  name. 

We can tel l from h i s  name that he was a Gent i l e .  I n  
it you can see the name of the goddes s ,  Aphrod ite--the 
Greek name for the Roman goddess , Venus .  Th i s  probably  
means that h i s  parents were fo l l owers of heathen gods 
and goddesses ,  and that they expected the ir  son to be 
what they had been . The prepos it ion epi before 
Aphrod i te i n  h i s  name means upon , andjprobab ly suggests 
that th i s  i s  where the confi dence of h i s  parents was . 

But somehow, i n  some way , Epaphroditus had been drawn 
to Christ.  He had become a Chri stian .  Whether he  had 
been saved when Paul was in Ph i l ippi , or not , we do 
not know , but it i s  l i kely that he had been saved 
afterwards .  At any rate , h e  was n o  l onger a fo l lower 
of a heathen rel ig ion , but he was a devoted fol l ower of 
Jesus Chri st--a new creature i n  Chri st ! 

B .  H i s  home . 

He was from Phi l i ppi , a Macedonian , therefore , a 
Gent i l e ,  separated from Paul both by l anguage and by 
cu lture . Obv iously they both spoke Greek , but you 
have in Paul and Epaphrod itus a Jew and a Gent i l e ,  one 
saved out of a corrupted Juda i sm ,  the other saved out 
of a pagan re l ig i o n ,  then bound together i n  the c l osest 
fe l l owsh i p  by the i r  mutua l  rel ationsh i p  to the Lord 
Jesus Chri st ! 

They were trophies of grace ,  and the i r  l ove for each 
other was a miracle  of grace. Here we have a Gent i l e  
serv i ng a Jew. 

C .  H i s  t it les .  

Pau l gave Epaphrod itus f i ve t it l es--two of them being 
the ma i n  ones.  He was a messenger and a m i n i ster. 

1 .  As a messenger he was l i t .  an apost l e  (which i s  the 
word that is used here ) .  He had been sent from 
the Ph i l ippian church to Rome to see PauT; anornad 
brought to Pau l  the g i ft mentioned in chapter 4 .  
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Pau l  may never have met h i m  before. We do not know 
how l ong he was with Pau l .  But they were together 
long enough for them to become very fond of each 
other. Epaphrod itus had been fa ithfu l i n  the task 
with wh ich he had been entrusted and commiss i oned 
by the Ph i l ipp ian church . 

2 .  As a m i n i ster he was a servant ,  a pub l i c  servant i n  
the sense that he had become a servant of the church  
i n  Ph i l i pp i  as wel l  as a servant of  the Apost l e  
Pau l .  

As you read through the second chapter you read of 
of our Lord Who "took upon h im  the form of a 
servant , "  Who "humb l ed h imse l f ,  and became obed ient 
unto death . "  And then you go on to read about 
th is  dear Christian from Ph i l i pp i , and you see that 
i n  many respeots Epaphrod itus was l i ke h i s  Sav iour, 
the Lord Jesus Chri st .  He had the m i nd of Christ.  

Thus Epaphrod i tus was a m i n i ster, a servant , both 
to the sa i nts at Ph i l i pp i  and to the Apost l e  Pau l .  
The word actua l ly means a priest l y  servant. The 
term i s  used of our Lord i n  Heb . 8 : 2  where He i s  
ca l l ed " a  m i n i ster of the sanctuary . "  What Epaphro
d i tus  d i d  for Pau l was con s i dered i n  the s i ght of 
God as the work of a priest . Cf . Ph i l .  4 : 1 8 .  
( By the way , Ph i l .  2 and Ph i l .  4 are the on ly  
p l aces where Epaphrod i tus is  ment i oned in  the NT. ) 

There i s  noth i ng to indi cate that Epaphrod itus was 
a teacher. He may not have even been an e l der i n  
the church at Ph i l i pp i . He was a servant to the 
church , and to Pau l .  

Al exander Mac l a ren sa id  th is  about h im :  
He was . • .  the m i n i ster to Pau l ' s  need s .  
There wou l d  be many ways of serv ing the capt ive ,  
look ing after h i s  comfort , doi ng h i s  errands , 
procuring da i ly necessaries , manag ing affa i rs ,  
perhaps wri t i ng h i s  l etters , eas i ng h i s  cha i n ,  
chaf ing h i s  ach i ng wri sts , and m i n i stering i n  a 
thousand ways wh ich  we cannot and need not 
spec i fy .  A t a l l  events h e  g l ad l y  undertook 
even serv i l e  work for the l ove of Pau l 
( Vo l .  9 ,  p .  306 ) ,  

and we might add--a l so because of h i s  l ove for the 
sa i nts in Ph i l i ppi . 

I n  h i s  work as a m i n i ster , Epaphrod itus cou l d  best 
be described by three other t i t l es wh ich  Paul  used 
of h i m :  
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a .  "My brother , "  or l it . , a brother. 

Th i s  shows : 
1 )  They were i n  the same fam i l y ,  the fami ly  

of God , w ith  the same or i g i n ; l it . , from 
the same womb. 

2 )  tqUa� PaUT may have been an apost l e ,  
but he was not more a ch i l d  of God than was 
Epaphrod itu s .  

3 )  A term o f  endearment .  Th i s  was the f i rst 
term that Paul  heard for h imse l f  from 
Anan i a s ,  and he apparent ly  l oved i t !  Cf . 
Acts 9 :  1 7 . 

b .  "Companion i n  l abour . "  See the same i n  4 : 3 .  

Pau l was a n  apost l e ,  a preacher and a teacher. 
Epaphroditus was none of these , but he was a 
servant to the Lord ' s  peop l e ,  do ing whatever he 
cou l d  to he lp  them. The word suggests that he 
was a hard , fa ithfu l worker, and that the work 
of the Lord was h i s  ma i n  busines s .  

A s  suc h ,  h e  was j ust a s  much a servant of the 
Lord as the Apost l e  Pau l was , and they were 
united together as fel l owl abourers . What a 
prec ious i ns ight i nto the Lord's  work ! 

c .  " Fe l l owso l d i er . "  

There had been danger connected with what 
Epaphrod itus had done for Pau l . It was not a 
perfect ly  safe th ing to be assoc i ated with 
Pau l  at a l l .  But Epaphrod itus had faced the 
dangers , the hardsh i ps , the aff l iction s ,  
rea l i z i ng that he had to face these a s  a good 
so l d ier of Jesus Christ i n  opposition to Satan 
and a l l of h i s  ev i l  forces ! 

Epaphrod itus had probably shown th i s  by h i s  
personal witnes s ,  by h i s  pray i n g ,  a s  wel l as 
by the hard work with wh ich he had served Pau l .  

But now l et us cons ider . . .  

I I .  EPAPHRODI TUS AT ROME ( Ph i l .  2 : 26 ,  27 ) .  

I have a l ready mentioned some of the thi ngs that he was 
do ing , but l et me g i ve you a few other deta i l s  from these 
verses , as wel l  as from verse 30 . 

Epaphrod itus gave himself with such t i re less zea l that he 



Phi l .  2 : 25-30 ( 4 )  

got s i c k ,  and a lmost d i ed !  He wou l d  have d i ed if  the Lord 
had not merci fu l ly i ntervened . Ca 1 1  th i s "fi  rst century 
burn-out , "  if  you wi l l .  Epaphrod i tus  d i d  what he d i d  
because there was not one e lse t o  d o  i t .  And the work 
a l most k i l l ed h im !  

But one of the amaz ing th ings about Epaphrod itus ' i l l ness 
was that he was worried about the concern it had caused 
the Ph i l ipp ian church . They had heard that he had been 
s i c k ,  but they d i d  not know that he had recovered . He want
them to know that he was " back in serv ice"  aga i n .  But he 
served the Lord , " not regard ing h i s  l i fe . "  

Pau l sa id  that the Lord was a l so merc ifu l  to h i m  because it  
wou l d  have been another " sorrow" for Pau l , added to  what he 
a l ready had , if Epaphrod itus had d i ed .  

I I I .  EPAPHROD I TUS BACK HOME ( P h i l .  2 : 28-30 ) .  

The servants of the Lord rare ly  get the honor they deserve 
in the Lord , but they shou l d  be honored by the churc h .  To 
honor them means to put h i gh va l ue upon them. Cf . 1 Thes s .  
5 : 1 2 ,  1 3 ,  

And we beseech you , brethren , to know them wh ich  
labour among you , and are over you in  the Lord , 
and admon i sh you ; and to esteem them very h i gh ly  
in  love for the i r  work ' s  sake. And be  at  peace 
among yourse l ves . 

Epaphrod itus was to be recei ved , to be recei ved "with a l l  
g l adness , "  and to be held  as a very va l uable  servant of 
the Lord Jesus Christ,  of H i s  church , and of the Apost l e  
Pau I .  

Serv i ng the Lord i s  the greatest work that men can do , and 
those who do it wel l are to be honored here as they wi l l  
be honored i n  heaven . 

Conc l : Why i s  th i s  bri ef account here? Why i s  Epaphrod i tus 
s i ng led out here for such honor when he i s  not mentioned 

anyp l ace e l se  in Scri pture? 

Let me state two reasons , and they ari se out of 1 Cor. 1 2 : 14-3 1 . 
1 )  It i s  because there are those saints i n  every generati on 

who fee l that , because they are not pastors or teachers , 
etc . ,  that they are not important i n  the churc h .  

Do you v i s i t the s i ck? Do you h e l p  the needy? Do you 
g i ve? Do you pray? Do you speak words of encouragement? 
Do you write l etters to mi ss ionaries , or to any of the 
Lord ' s  peop l e ,  to encourage them i n  the Lord? Does it  
bother you that you are not known for what you do? Pay no  
attent ion to that. The Lord knows , and even a cup of cold 
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water g i ven i n  H i s  Name sha l l  not l ose its reward . Cf. 
Matt . 1 0 : 42 .  

2 )  I n  1 Cor. 1 2 : 25 we read that i t  i s  important for the church 
to know th i s  "that there shou l d  be no sch i sm i n  the body . "  

Pau l was concerned about one th i ng i n  the Ph i l ipp ian 
churc h :  d i v i s ions ! He was exhort i ng them to be l i kemi nded 
--and therefore the l essons that were to be l earned from 
Epaphrod i tus ' l ife cou l d  be of help  to the who l e  church . 
Cf. Phi l .  2 : 4 .  

What a p l ace Epaphroditus ho lds  i n  the anna l s  of church  
h i story ! And he  wi l l  ho ld  a great p l ace i n  heaven because he 
d i d  what he cou l d ,  and he d i d  it wel l - -by the grace of God ! 

And so j ust as we read that , j ust as the Lord has been g i ven a 
name wh ich  i s  above every name ( Ph i l .  2 : 9 ) , so Epaphrod itus  
a l so has a name to be  h igh ly  revered among the people  of God 
now and for a l l  etern ity .  

Many peop l e  are concerned today about mak ing a name for them
sel ves--ath l etes , po l it i c i ans , entertainers . We hear a l ot 
about " name fami l iarity . "  Let u s  be content to be known as 
servants of Jesus Christ who have been fa i thfu l in  doing the 
w i l l  of God because we l ove the Lord and we love a l l of the 
peop l e  who be l ong to H im .  

To see that we are a l l  needed i s  one of the greatest factors 
in preserv i ng the unity of the churc h .  

Unknown Epaphroditus made a tri p  to Rome for wh ich  h e  wi l l  
never be forgotten ! Common ,  ord i nary work done for another 
Christian i s  the work of the Lord , and can be done as priestly 
serv i ce to the Lord . 
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REJO I C I NG I N  THE LORD 
Ph i l ippians  3 : 1 - 1 1 

I ntro : Up to th i s  po i nt i n  th i s  Ep i st l e  we have had three 
th i ngs : 

.�. 1 )  Pau l ' s  i ntroduction with h i s  greet i ngs and prayers for the 
Ph i l i pp i an be l i evers -- 1 : 1 - 1 1 .  

2 )  H i s  report concern i ng what had happened to h i m  .i n Rome --
1 : 1 2-26 . 

3 )  H i s  exhortation concern ing a l i ve that i s  becom ing to the 
Gospel of Christ -- 1 : 27-2 : 29 .  

The word , " F i na l ly , " i n  3 : 1  does not indi cate that he i s  
f i n i shed , o r  f i n i sh i n g ,  but it  means that he i s  mov i ng o n  to 
the next and f i n a l  exhortation that he had i n  m i nd as he thought 
of them and p l anned to write to them. Th i s  i nc l udes a l l  from 
3 : 1  to 4 : 9 .  

We have the word , "f i na l ly , "  i n  4 : 8  aga i n ,  but i t  seems to be 
a part of the same word i n  3 : 1 .  It cou l d  be transl ated , "more
over , "  or ,  " a s for the rest , "  or,  " as for the rema i n i ng , "  i . e . , 
the rema i n i ng th ing that I wanted to tel l you . 

So we have the two ma i n  th i ngs , the two exhortations , that Paul 
wanted to g i ve them i n  Phi l .  1 : 27 and Phi l .  3 : 1 .  

The fol lowing i s  my out l i ne for the f i rst 1 1  verses of chapter 3 :  
I .  THE EXHORTATION ( Ph i l .  3 : 1 )  - - to rejoice  i n  the Lord . 

I I .  A WARN I NG ( Ph i l .  3 : 2 ,  3 ) .  
I I I .  PAUL ' S  TESTIMONY ( P h i l .  3 : 4-1 1 ) .  He was do ing what he 

wanted them to do : rej o i c i ng i n  the Lord ! But he shows 
them that t h i s  was not a lways the case with h i m .  
A .  H i s  former confi dence ( vv .  4-6 ) .  I t  was sevenfold . 
B .  H i s  present trust (vv .  7-1 1 ) .  It was s i ng u l ar : 

"Christ Jesus my Lord . "  
1 .  A Person ( vv .  7 ,  8 ) .  
2 .  What he ( Pau l )  had i n  th i s  Person , the Lord Jesus 

Christ ( vv .  9- 1 1 ) .  
a .  R i ghteousness ( v .  9 )  - - wh ich i s  j ust if ication .  
b .  Sanct if ication ( progres s i ve )  ( v .  1 0 ) . 

( 1 )  Knowi ng H im .  
( 2 )  The power of  H i s  resurrection .  
( 3 )  The fe l lowsh i p  of  H is  sufferi ngs.  
(4 )  Conformity to His  death . 

c .  G lor if i cat i on ( v .  1 1 ) .  
P l ease note that i n  vv .  9- 1 1  we have the three great truths 
wh i ch together make up and exp l a i n  what salvat i on i s !  

I .  THE EXHORTATION ( Ph i l .  3 : 1 ) .  

Pau l had ev i dently  spoken to them about th i s  before , but it  
was no prob lem to  h im  to  say it  aga i n .  And i t  was the 
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greatest of safeguards for them. 

How i mportant it i s  for us to repeat the truth ! Th i s  i s  an 
argument a l so for read i ng the B i b l e  over and over. A 
teacher who does not repeat the truth i s  not do ing a 
thorough job  of teach i ng .  

Two th i ngs are important i n  th i s  exhortat ion : 
1 )  The f i rst i s  that every ch i l d  of God shou l d  be happy-

a l l  of the t ime ! 
2 )  TIi:ii" JOy STloLiTcfDe " i  n the Lord" ! 

If we here at Tri n ity B i b l e  Church cou l d  on ly  l earn the 
truth of 1 : 27 and of 3 : 1 ,  how b lessed of God we wou l d  be ! 

We are to " rej o ice i n  the Lord , "  not i n  ourse l ves , not i n  
what we are ,  not i n  our ach ievements ,  not i n  any other 
person , but on ly  " i n  the Lord . "  We rej o i ce i n  Who He i s  and 
i n  what He has done ! 

As we go through these verses we wi l l  l earn more about what 
th i s  exhortat i on means .  

I I .  A WARN I NG ( P h i l .  3 : 2 ,  3 ) .  

I n  verse 2 Pau l was referring to fa l se teachers . They are 
one of the ch ief enem i es to a l ife of rej o i c i ng i n  the Lord . 
They wi l l  get your eyes off of the Lord , and try to get you 
to rej o i ce i n  other th ings .  

Pau l  ca l l ed them "dogs"  because they were evident ly  Judai zers 
who l oved to use th i s  term against the Gent i l es . He turned 
i t  back on them because , l i ke "dogs , "  they were v i c i ous i n  
i n  the oppos it ion to Chri st ,  unc l ean , because they were not 
saved , and outcasts from God and from the truth . 

Pau l  ca l l ed them "ev i l workers" because they l acked the 
truth , and they l acked the proper mot i ves of a true servant 
of the Lord . 

He ca l l ed them "the conc i s i on , "  a p l ay on words i n  the Greek 
as i t  i s  even i n  Eng l i sh ,  because with the i r  emphas i s  on 
c i rcumc i s i on they were mut i l ators of the f l esh , not the true 
people  of God . 

I n  no uncerta i n  terms Pau l dec l ared i n  verse 3 that h e  and 
Uleoel!evers I n""""'fJi"e"Ph i l ipp ian church were "the c i rcumc i 
s i on , "  i . e . , the true people  of God , who are characteri zed 
by three t h i ngs : 
1 )  They , l it . , worsh ip  by the Sp i r i t  of God -- render 

priest l y  serv Ice.  
2)  They " rej o i ce in  Christ Jesus" -- exu l t ,  g l ory in  (a  
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d i fferent verb from that i n  v .  1 ) .  
3 )  They had "no confi dence i n  the flesh . "  "Confidence" 

means trust . A bel i ever i s  characterized by the fact 
that h I S  trust i s  i n  the Lord . Al l fa l se teach i ng has 
th i s  one characteri st i c  (whatever other characteristics 
it  might have ) ,  that it i s  man-centered and encourages 
trust i n  oursel ves or in others . 

So the warn ing i s  to "beware. "  "Beware" of anyone who does 
not teach you about the Christ of the B i b l e ,  the Christ of 
God , our Lord Jesus Chri st.  

Next we have . • . 

I I I .  PAUL ' S  TESTIMONY ( Ph i l .  3 : 4- 1 1 ) .  

The reason Pau l  knew these Juda i zers so we l l  was because he 
formerly  had been one of them. And so he mentioned f i rst 
where h i s  confi dence had been , and then where i t  was as he 
wrote. And th i s  was actua l ly the reason that he was a 
pri soner of ROrrie!- - -- -- -- -

A. H i s  former confidence ( vv .  4-6 ) .  It was sevenfo l d :  

1 .  " C i rcumc i sed the ei ghth day . "  Th is  was accord i ng 
to the Law . Cf. Gen .  1 7 : 9- 1 4 ;  2 1  : 4 ;  Lev . 1 2 : 3 .  

2 .  "Of the stock of I srae L "  By b i rth he was a member 
of the covenant nat ion .  

3 .  "Of the tribe of Benjam i n "  -- the beloved son of 
I srael ( Jacob ) ,  the tribe that 

gave I srae l her f i rst k i ng ,  
was faithful under Rehoboam, and stood wi 
Judah , 
gave to I srael such men as Ehud , the j udge , 
and Mordeca i .  

4 .  "An Hebrew of the Hebrews . "  Pau l had been outstand
ing i n  cher ish i ng h i s  national l anguage and cu lture. 
He was a Jew who spoke Hebrew, wh i l e many were 
He l l en i sts , speak i ng on ly Greek . 

5 .  " A  Phari see" -- zea lous for the Law , scrupulous i n  
obey i ng i t ,  i ntensely nat i ona l i st i c ,  very devoted to 
God outward ly , strong i n  proselyt i z i n g .  

6 .  "Concern ing zea l , persecuting the church"  -- where 
he felt that he rendered the greatest serv ice to God . 
Cf . Acts 26 : 1 1 ;  1 Cor. 1 5 :  9 ;  Ga 1 .  1 :  1 3 .  

7 .  " Touc h i ng the righteousness wh ich  i s  i n  the l aw ,  
b l amel ess . "  "No inquis itor cou l d  have found h im 
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defective here" ( Mou le ,  p .  6 1 ) .  

B .  H i s  present trust ( a s  he wrote ) ( 3 : 7- 1 1 ) .  
I nstead of being sevenfo l d ,  it was s i ngu lar .  

1 .  A Person ( vv .  7 ,  8 ) .  

Notice :  "Christ Jesus my Lord . "  

By H i s  Name Pau l dec l ared h i s  be l i ef i n :  
1 )  Our Lord ' s  Messi ahsh i p .  
2 )  H i s  true and perfect humanity .  
3 )  H i s  Deity and soverei gnty . 

Al l that he cons idered "ga i n "  before he now looked 
upon as a total " loss , "  meaning that added together 
they gave h im no standing with God , and were a 
detriment to h i m  because they kept h i m  from seeing 
what h i s  rea l need was . 

More than that , he cal led them "dung" -- someth i ng 
worth less , detestab l e ,  garbage -- a word that was 
used for the excrement of anima l s !  

Noth ing , nor any comb i nation of the best th ings , 
cou l d  poss ib ly  compare with the priceless pri v i l ege 
of knowing Christ Jesus as h i s  Lord ! 

" Suffered" means that it  had been a very pa inful  
experience to Paul  to learn a l l  of th i s ,  but h i s  j oy 
i n  the Lord had more than compensated for the 
trauma that had at f i rst been h i s .  

Pau l ' s  used of the words "counted" and "count" i n  
vv .  7 ,  8 means that he had reached h i s  dec i s i on 
after a careful  and del i berate j udgment.  He had 
carefu l ly wei ghed the va lue of h i s  o l d  confidence,  
comparing those th ings  with Chri st , and he found 
that there was no compari son between the two ! 

But what was there i n  Christ that caused Pau l  such great 
j oy .  ( Remember that we are ta l k ing about rej o ic ing i n  
the Lord . )  

2 .  What he ( Pau l )  had i n  th i s  Person , the Lord Jesus 
Christ (vv . 9- 1 1 ) .  

a .  Ri ghteousness ,  or j ustif i cation ( v .  9 ) .  

He found perfect acceptance with God ,  not through 
h i s  own never-f i n i shed work , but through the 
f i n i slled work of Christ.  
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"Be found" = at any moment of scrut i ny ,  by God 
or man . " I n Christ"  -- the be l iever ' s  pos ition , 
c l a iming a l l  of the merit of Christ ' s  work on 
the Cross , H i s  Mess ian ic  work . "The faith of 
Christ"  means faith i n  Christ .  " The righteous
ness wh ich  is of God ( its Source and Prov i der) 
by faith , "  not works .  

Pau l l earned that he  cou l d  never do  what he  was 
try i ng to do , and that it was a l l  unnecessary 
because God had provided s a l vat ion comp l etely 
through Chri st. 

L i ke many other verses i n  the B i b l e ,  Ph i l .  3 : 9  
g i ves u s  the Gospel i n  a nutshe l l .  

But this  i s  not a l l  that he had i n  Christ.  

b .  Sanctif icati on ( progressive)  ( v .  1 0 ) .  

( 1 )  " That I may know h im. " 

Th i s  i s  not j ust a repet it ion of vv .  7 ,  8 ,  
but speaks of " a  process of growing know
l edge" ( Mou l e ,  p .  65)  wh ich  a l ways fo l l ows 
a person ' s  i n i t i a l  s a l vat ion .  

Ead i e  sa id  that "th i s  know l edge i s  that of 
a deep and deepen ing experience" ( p .  1 86 ) .  

There i s  noth ing more important i n  the l ife 
of any Chri st ian . And i t  never wi l l  be 
comp l eted i n  th i s  l ife--know i ng H i m !  

The next three statements rea l ly  e l aborate on 
how we are to know Him.  

( 2 )  " And the power of his resurrect ion . "  

With Christ,  H i s  sufferings and death pre
ceded HI S resurrection ; with u s ,  the power 
of our Lord ' s  resurrect ion-Tire precedes 
our part i c i pation with Him i n  H i s  sufferings 
and death . 

H i s  l i fe i n  us enables us  to wa l k ,  to serve , 
and to suffer. Cf . Eph . 1 : 1 9-23 ; Co l .  2 : 1 1 ,  
1 2 .  He keeps us from s i n .  Cf.  1 In .  3 : 9 .  

( 3 )  " And the fe l l owsh i p  of h i s  sufferings . "  

Our sufferi ngs  are not v i cariou s ,  but we wi l l  
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the oppos it ion of the wor l d  and of Satan 
because of our re lations h i p  with Christ and 
w ith the Gospe l .  

Cf . Acts 1 4 : 22 .  

"Christ i ndeed cannot be known , un l ess there 
be th i s  fel l owsh i p  i n  H i s  sufferi ngs "  
( Ead i e ,  p .  189 ) .  

"And th i s  w i l l  prove a deep secret of fu l l er 
spi ritual  sympathy and fel l owsh i p  with Him "  
(Mou l e ,  p .  66 ) .  

( 4 )  "Being made conformab l e  to h i s  death . "  

What i s  the ma i n  truth ari s i ng out of the 
death of Chri st? It is the Son ' s  comp l ete 
agreement w ith the wi l l  of the Father-
i nward l y  as wel l  as outward l y .  

Th i s  i s  where the work of sanct if icati on 
u l timately  brings us : to comp l ete harmony 
jin our l i ves with the wi I I  of God for u s .  

These four statements add u p  to sanctif ication .  

One th ing rema i n s  to make the statement regard i ng 
s a l vat i on comp l ete. We have had j ustifi cation , and 
sanct i f i cation ; now . 

c .  G l orif i cation ( v .  1 1 ) .  

" If by any means"  actua l ly cou l d  be tran s l ated , 
that i n  th i s  way . Pau l was not worried about 
wnether or noI:ne wou l d  be rai sed and g l or if ied .  
He was say i ng that j ust i f i cat i on and sanct i f ica
tion l ead u l t imate ly  to g lor if icati on .  Our 
g l orifi cat i on i s  assured by that sanct i fy i ng 
work of God whj ch precedes i t .  

Conc l :  Two quest i ons : 
1 )  Are you rej o i c i ng i n  the Lord? 
2 )  Have you cast as ide what Paul  cast as ide ,  and d o  you 

supreme ly  va l ue what he va l ued? 

�ay God open our eyes to the wonderfu l  truths found i n  these 
verses . There i s  someth ing for a l l  of us here , saved and 

unsaved . 
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THE CHRIST IAN ' S  PRIZE 
Ph i l i pp i ans  3 : 1 2 - 1 6  

I ntro : We can see from various passages i n  Paul ' s  ep i st les 
that he was a man who enj oyed sports . It  certa i n ly 

d id  not consume h i s  time and i nterest , but he was acquai nted 
with them , l i ked them, and saw i n  them some para l l e l s  with the 
Chri st ian l i fe .  

He seems to have been espec i a l ly fond of track--of those who 
ran i n  the races . Cf . 1 Cor. 24-27 ; 2 Tim.  2 : 5 ;  and here i n  
our text : Ph i l .  3 : 1 4 .  See a l so Heb . 1 2 : 1 ,  2 .  

Even i n  those days , i f  you were go i ng to run , you had to 
qua l i fy. It requi red a great dea l of tra i n i ng .  And , once 
the race started , a runner had to exerc i se the greatest amount 
of perseverance i n  order to w i n .  

Then , a s  a l so now, you were not i n  compet it ion with everyone 
who was run n i ng . There were those who were on your team, and 
you wou l d  be on the i r  team. So you were i nterested a l so i n  
thei r  run n i ng and i n  the i r  w i nn i ng .  

Every runner i n  the games had been chosen . When you wou l d  see 
a runner i n  the races , you wou l d  know that he was there , not 
j ust because he wanted to run , but , because of h i s  ab i l ity he 
had been chosen to run . 

We know that about sports today , do we not? Those who p l ay 
for the B l azers , or for the Beavers , or the Ducks , or the 
Huskies , or even for any of our h i gh school teams ,  are chosen 
men or women , depending upon the part i c u l ar sport . They are 
chosen for the i r  ab i l i ty .  

Christians  are chosen to run , too ,  but they are not chosen for 
thei r  abi l ity.  They are chosen by the grace of God . Robert 
Murray M ' Cheyne expressed i t  back i n  1 837 i n  these words : 

Chosen not for good i n  me , 
Wakened up from wrath to f l ee ,  
H idden i n  the Sav i our ' s  s i de,  
By the Sp i r i t  sancti f i ed--
Teach me , Lord , on earth to show , 
By my love , how much l owe. 

We as Chr i st i ans  are chosen by God , not because of what we are ,  
nor because of what we can do, but we are chosen so that God 
can demonstrate H i s  power by mak ing us what He wants us to be ! 
Just as you wi l l  often hear an ath l ete express how much he owes 
to h i s  coach ,  so we as Christians  shou ld never stop pra i s i ng 
the Lord for what He has done,  is do ing , and wi l l  yet do , for 
u s .  Each one of us  i s  "a  f i rst round draft p i ck" ! 

Let me d i scuss th i s  passage today under three head i ngs  wh ich  
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ref l ect the sports ' emphas i s  i n  our text . Here they are :  
I .  The Runners . 

I I .  The Goa I .  
I I I .  The Race .  

- I .  THE RUNNERS . 

Remember that Pau l was g I v Ing h i s  testimony as a bas i s  for 
h i s  exhortat i on i n  3 : 1 ,  repeated i n  4 : 4 ,  to rej o i ce i n  the 
Lord ! 

Note a l so i n  th i s  passage that i n  v v .  1 2 - 1 4  he was referr
i ng what he had to say to h imself ,  but then i n  verses 1 5  
and 1 6  he addressed h imself  to the be l i evers at Ph i l i pp i -
and to us ! 

The runners are Chri st ians ,  and on ly  Christi ans--those who 
have been saved , who are born aga i n ,  forg i ven , regenerated , 
new creatures i n  Chri st ,  the peop l e  of God , the c h i l dren 
of God . 

I have a l ready sa id  that the runners are a chosen peop l e .  
They are the e l ect of God . 

The word that Paul used i n  these verses to te l l  how we 
became Chr i st i an s ,  and how anyone becomes a Chri stian ,  i s  
the word "apprehended " - - "apprehended of Christ Jesus , "  
or ,  by Christ Jesus . 

To apprehend means to l ay ho ld  of , to obta i n ,  to make 
someth i n g ,  or someone , your very own ! 

We do not i n i t i a l l y  l ay ho l d  of God , but He l ays ho ld  of 
u s .  We do not chose H im ,  but He chooses u s .  And He d id  
not choose u s ,  nor apprehend u s ,  because of  any ab i l i ty He 
saw i n  u s ,  but He chose us and apprehended us by H i s  grace 
to make us what He wanted us to be . 

"Apprehended of Chri st Jesu s "  descri bes how each of us who 
i s  a Chri stian became a Christian ! 

There i s  a note of assurance i n  th i s  express i on that we 
must not m i s s .  See a l so 3 : 3 .  

The Lord has l a i d  H i s  hand upon us and has taken us to be 
h i s  very own . No one can take us out of H i s  han d .  Cf . 
John 1 0 : 27-30. And , being apprehended , we are being 
mo l ded and strengthened for th i s  race.  

Now l et us l ook at 

I I .  THE GOAL . 
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We mi ght a l so c a l l th i s ,  THE PRIZE .  

The GOAL is  not heaven . That was guaranteed when when we 
were chosen , and then apprehended . The GOAL has to do with 
what we are going to be when we get to heaven . 

Paul was ta l k i ng about the GOAL i n  Phi l .  1 : 6 ,  and aga i n  i n  
Phi l .  3 : 20 , 2 1 . The GOAL , that wh ich we are runn i ng for , 
the PRIZE  we want ,  i s  to be made l i ke Chri st.  Cf. : 
1 )  1 John 3 : 2 .  
2 )  Rom. 8 : 28-30. 
3 )  1 Cor. 1 5 : 49 .  
4 )  2 Cor. 3 : 1 8 .  

Th i s  u l t imately wi l l  mean our perfection ! Then we wi l l  be 
s i n l ess , no longer capab l e  of s i n .  

Now not ice what Pau l said  at the beg i n n i ng of verse 1 2 :  
" Not a s  though I had a l ready attai ned . "  

Paul  d i d  not c l a im  to be s i n l es s ,  or perfect ( i n  th i s  
sense ) . I n  fact , he was say i ng that he was not s i n l es s .  
You wi l l  never meet a s i n less Christian i n  th i s  l ife. You 
may meet some who are very ho l y ,  but none who are s i n less . 
Let us make sure that we understand th i s .  

But Pau l was l ooki ng forward to the t ime when he wou l d  be 
s i n l ess--and you and I shou ld  look forward to the same 
th ing for oursel ves . Th i s  i s  the goa l , the prize ,  toward 
wh ich  we are runn i ng .  

The GOAL , o r  PRIZE , i s  g l orificati on , and the race speaks 
of our progress i ve sanct if icat ion.  

But l et us l ook at  . • • 

I I I .  THE RACE .  

The f i rst th ing to  note i s ,  as  we have j ust seen , that . . •  

A. It  is not f i n i shed yet -- for us . 

But how can we be not perfect ( v .  1 2 ) , and yet perfect 
( v .  1 5 ) ?  

Paul  was not : 
1 )  Contradicting h imse lf ,  as some wou ld say .  
2 )  Being sarcast i c .  

I nstead , we can exp l a i n  i t  i n  two ways : 
1 )  He ca l l ed them "perfect , "  and himself a l so ,  because 

h i s  perfect ion , and thei rs , was guaranteed . Note 
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" g lorif i ed "  i n  Rom. 8 : 30 .  

We can say that we are now sanct if ied i n  God ' s  
s i ght because we are i n  Christ,  but practica l ly  we 
are bei ng sanctified.  We have a holy  standing 
before God , but we are not yet holy  i n  our state , 
our present cond ition .  

But there i s  another idea here : 
2 )  Perfect ion i n  Scri pture a l so has the i dea of 

maturity ,  spiritua l maturity .  

We have reached d i fferent stages of maturity. And 
so ,  whatever stage of spi ritua l maturity we have 
reached , we are to run the race accord i ng to the 
ground we have ga ined . 

We do not l i ve and wa l k  accord ing to what someone 
e lse knows or has accomp l i shed i n  the Lord , but 
accord ing to what we know and have accomp l i shed . 

I f  we beg i n  to fa i l  i n  thi s ,  " God sha l l reveal 
even th i s unto you" ( v .  1 5b ) .  How? 
1 )  By the way He speaks to us , to our consciences , 

through H i s  Word . 
2 )  By the d i sc i p l i nes wh ich  He exerc i ses i n  our 

l i ves . 
Th i s  i s  what an ath l et ic  coach does . It can often 
be a difficult  experience to go through.  

And so  he  sa id , "Not as though I had  a l ready attai ned , 
e ither were a l ready perfect " 

But then he spoke of 

1 -- B .  The run n i ng .  

Note the expressions he used : 
1 )  " I  fo l l ow after . "  
2 )  " I f  that I may apprehend . "  
3 )  " Forgetting those th i ngs wh ich  are beh i nd . "  
4 )  " Reac h i ng forth unto those thi ngs wh ich  are 

before . "  
5 )  " I  press" (which i s  the same verb as "fo l l ow 

after" i n  v .  1 2 ) .  

"Th i s  one th ing I do . "  PAUL ' S  ONE PRIMARY AIM I N  
L IFE  WAS TO B E  HOLY , TO BECOME L I KE THE LORD JESUS 
CHRIST ! A l l of the energy wh ich  he possesses was 
being spent for th i s  purpose. He was run n i ng 
toward heaven with a l l  of h i s  energy tllat he might 
be holy.  
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How d i d  he do th is?  How are we to do it? 

1 .  By the Word of God -- read i ng it,  hearing i t ,  and 
seek i ng to understand i t .  

When Pau l s a i d  that h e  had not atta ined , h e  meant , 
among other th i ng s ,  that he d i d  not know the truth 
of the Word the way he need to know i t .  

2 .  By prayer. 

In prayer we draw near to God . 
the b less ing of God . Paul fe l t  
more prayer i n  h i s  l ife. 

In prayer we seek 
a great need for 

3 .  By faith and pati ence -- the fru its of the Word and 
prayer. Cf.  Heb . 1 2 : 2 .  

He needed to trust the Lord more and more. 

4 .  By obedience to the Word of God . 

Th i s  must be considered pos itively  and negat ively 
-- thi ngs we need to do , and other th i ngs  wh ich 
we must not do.  

5 .  By d i l i gent and faithful service.  

There are obstac les wh ich Satan p l aces before us , aod 
wh ich  our own s i nfu l hearts produce, th i ngs  that we 
experience i n  th i s  ev i l  worl d ,  wh ich  tend to keep us 
from such a l i fe of pursu it .  

Dr .  A .  W .  Tozer ' s  t it le ,  The Pursuit  of  Ho l i ness , 
describes exact ly  what we are to be dOTng as Chr i st i an s  
i n  the race that i s  set before us .  

Conc l : What app l ication do we need to make to ourselves? 

1 )  Make sure you have been apprehended by Chri st . Are you 
one of those chosen for the race? That i s  not your 
concern . Your concern i s  to bel ieve on the Lord Jesus 
Chri st. 

2 )  Be zea lous to reach the goa l . Can you say truthfu l l y .  
"Th i s  one th i ng I do"? If you cannot , then ask the Lord 
to bring you to that p l ace , and g i ve yourse l f  to the Word , 
to prayer , to obed ience , to culti vate your faith , and to 
serv i ng the Lord . 

3 )  Remember the others who are on the Lord ' s  team , and he l p  
them . 

4 )  Ask the Lord to use you i n  apprehending others . 

( See the f ina l  page of notes - - #6 . )  
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Phi l i p Doddri dge,  i n  1 755 , expressed the message of our text 
i n  the fo l l ow i ng words which are found i n  our Hymna l , #480 : 

Awake , my sou l ,  stretch ev ' ry nerve,  
And press with v i gour on ; 
A heav ' n ly race demands thy zeal , 
And an immorta l crown . 

A c l oud of witnesses around 
Ho l d  thee in fu l l  survey : 
Forget the steps a l ready trod , 
And onward urge thy way . 

' Ti s  God ' s  a l l -animating vo ice 
That c a l l s  thee from on h i g h ;  
' Ti s  h i s  own hand presents the prize 
To th i ne aspiring eye. 

That prize with peerless g l ories bri ght , 
Which  sha l l  new l u stre boast , 
When v i ctors ' wreaths and monarchs ' gems 
Sha l l  b lend i n  common dust . 

B l est Sav iour,  i ntroduced by thee , 
Have I my race begun ; 
And , crown' d  with v i ct ' ry ,  at thy feet 
I ' l l  l ay my honors down . 
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A GODLY EXAMPLE 
Phi l i pp ians  3 : 1 7-2 1  

I ntro : I n  our text for today we have set before us the need 
to have some person or persons who are god l y  examples 

� for us to fo l low. Sometimes we s imply have the Word of God , or 
the Gospe l of God , set before us as an examp l e  to fo l low .  

When you stop t o  th ink about it , Paul has had a l ot to say i n  
t h i s  Ep i st l e  t o  the Ph i l ippians  about examp les : 
1 ) See Ph i 1 .  1 :  27 . 
2 )  See Phi l .  2 : 5  ff . 
3 )  See Phi l .  2 : 22 .  
4 )  See Phi l .  2 : 25 ff. 

Th i s  is a very strong princ i p l e  in Scri pture. It i s  the wi l l  of 
God that teachers personify the message wh ich  they proc l a i m .  
Those who hear them shou l d  be ab le  to see the effect of the 
truth i n  the ir  l i ves as wel l as to l earn the doctri nes of God . 

Our Lord ' s  ch ief obj ection to the Phari sees was that they were 
not examp les of god l i ness . Cf.  Matt . 23 : 1 - 1 2 ,  esp.  vv .  2 ,  3 .  
They sat " i n  Moses ' seat , "  exerc i s ing Moses ' authority , but 
they d i d  not l i ve l i ke Moses . Moses ' l ife was not to be seen 
i n  them ! 

E l ders are to be examp les . See 1 Pet . 5 : 3 .  Churches are to be 
examp les . See 1 Thess . 2 : 1 4 .  Parents are to be examp les to 
the i r  ch i l dren . A l l  of us are to become examp les for others to 
fol l ow .  

And s o  we have . 

I .  PAU L ' S  COMMANDMENT ( Ph i l .  3 : 1 7 ) .  

Cf . a l so Ph i l .  4 : 9 .  

The reason that Paul cou l d  say th i s  about h imse l f  i s  to be 
seen i n  h i s  l etter to the Cori ntll i ans , the f i rst one. Cf . 
1 Cor . 1 1 : 1 .  Christ i s  the Supreme Examp l e .  Pau l fo l l owed 
Christ,  and the Ph i l i pp i ans were to fo l l ow Pau l .  Then they 
wou l d  become examp l es for others to fo l low . 

In  a l l  ages there i s  to be a d i st i ngu ish ing s im i l arity ,  
certain  i dent ify i ng character i stics , among the peop l e  of God . 

I want to ca l l  your attention i n  th i s  verse to two words : 
"fo l l owers" and "ensamp l e . "  Actua l ly "fo l l owers together" 
i s  the tran s l ation of one Greek word . 

Paul was te l l ing the Phi l i pp i ans  to become , and to �ehP on 
becoming ( i n  a more perfect way ) fel low-fo l lowers 0 imse l f .  
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A .  A fo l l ower. 

Th i s  i s  the word from wh ich we get our word , m imi c .  

I d o  not th ink  I have heard th i s  word used s i nce I was 
a young man . It used to be the word that people  wou l d  
use for a n  actor, one who impersonated another person . 
Consequently it took on the mean i ng of one who was only  
pretend i ng to be someone e l se .  

To use this  word of a pastor,  or a n  e l der, or of any 
other person , wou l d  mean that he was only  act ing  a part ; 
he was on ly pretend i ng to be what he appeared to be . 

But that i s  not the orig ina l  mean ing of the term. 
Actua l ly a mimic  i s  a person who patterns h i s  l ife after 
another person .  He  wants to be as we l l  as to  do what 
that other person � and dOes! 

- --

Chri st i s  the Supreme Examp l e .  Paul fo l l owed (m imiced ) 
Chr i st .  The Ph i l i pp ians  were t o  m i m i c  Pau l .  And others 
who came i nto the Ph i l i pp i an church were to m im ic  the 
peop l e  they found there . 

Somet imes a young Chr ist i an does not have anyone he can 
m im i c .  Th i s  is a tragedy . But we a l l  have our B ib les  
where we can see what the Lord Jesus was , what He d i d ,  
the th i ngs  He sa id , and how he l i ves . We a l so have the 
ep i st les of Paul where we can l earn the same th ings  
about h i m  as  he sought to  fo l low the Lord . 

There i s  to be a sameness about the l i ves of the peop l e  
of God , and we need t o  be very gratefu l  to the Lord for 
those peop l e  He has brought i nto our l i ves who are 
examp l es for us to fo l low , to mimi c .  

The other word i s  . 

B .  An examp le ,  or ensamp l e .  

Cf . 1 Pet. 5 :  3 . 

We get our word , �, from the Greek word transl ated , 
examp l e .  

Another trans lation cou l d  be , pattern . 

I l l u s :  Patterns wh ich are made out of wood wh i ch are 
used to make steel cast i ngs . The casting looked 

j ust l i ke the pattern . 
You l ad i es have the same th ing i n  a dress pattern . 
We are a l l  fami l i ar w ith patterns ,  or types . 
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Paul not on ly s a i d  that they were to fo l l ow h i m ,  but 
he sa id  i n  the l atter part of verse 1 7  that they were 
to "mark , "  c l ose ly  observe, those who l i ved l i ke he d i d .  

Th i s  i s  a term wh ich i s  somet imes used of the pre l imi n
ary work that is done when an army is preparing to 
attack its enemy . We have a l l  heard of a i r  force 
reconnai ssance f l i ghts . Every deta i l  needs to be 
notIced: How and when they pray ; 

how and when they read the i r  B i b l es ; 
how they dea l w ith s i n ;  
how they react to tri a l s ;  
what they read ; 
where they go;  
and on  and on ! 

Th i s  i s  where b i ograph ies and read ing other good books 
can be of greathelp to us as Chri st i ans . Preachers need 
to read about other preachers . 

The church of Jesus Chri st wou l d  be vast ly  d i fferent today 
if th i.s princ i p l e  had been fo l lowed as it was i n  the early 
churc h .  

But now l et us g o  o n  to verses 1 8  and 1 9  and note • • •  

I I .  PAUL ' S  CONCERN ( Ph i l .  3 : 1 8 ,  1 9 ) .  

One reason we need to fo l l ow good examp les i s  because there 
are so many bad examples around . 

And another reason we need to have good examp les i s  because, 
if those who are l i v i ng the wrong way are to be changed , it 
w i l l  usua l ly be because they have observed the d i fference 
i n  the l i fe of a Chri st i an .  

Note Paul ' s  word , "many . "  Those who l i ve the other way 
make up the l argest segment of the human fami ly . 

Paul was concerned about both the i nf l uence and the need of 
those whom he described with f i ve characteristic  phrases : 
1 )  " Enemies of the cross of Christ . "  
2 )  "Whose end i s  destruct i on . "  
3 )  "Whose God i s  thei r bel ly . "  
4 )  "Whose g lory i s  i n  the i r  shame . "  
5 )  " Who m i nd earth ly  th ings . "  

What does i t  mean that they are "the enemies of the cross 
of Christ"? 
1 )  It  means they have no use for the Gospe l .  
2 )  I t  means that they are not interested I n  a l i fe which i s  

con s i stent with the Gospe l --a l i fe of hum i l ity and self
den i a l .  
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3 )  They are not i nterested i n  etern ity , i n  heaven o r  hel l ,  
because they are a l l -absorbed with the present l i fe . 
Peop l e  by nature are Epicureans .  

Pau l had spoken to the Ph i l ippi ans about th i s  many times , 
--- and even as he wrote he was weep i ng ! Here he was showing 

how much he was l i ke the Lord . 

Pau l spoke this  way because a l l  men are examp l e s ,  and we a l l  
are fo l lowers . The temptation i s  that we w i l l  fo l l ow the 
wrong examp l es .  Th i s  i s  the problem wh ich  our young peop l e  
face every day . And we as adu l ts do , too ! 

But , f i na l l y ,  l et us see why we a l l  need a d ifferent k i nd of an 
examp l e  from that wh ich the world  g i ves to us , such an  examp l e  
as 

I I I .  THE EXAMPLE OF PAUL ( Ph i l .  3 : 20 ,  2 1 ) .  

To borrow Ezek i e l ' s  words wh ich  Franc is  Schaeffer made 
famous : " How shou l d  we then l i ve? " ( Ezek . 33 : 1 0 ) .  

A. As a c i t i zen of heaven.  

B .  In  eager expectat ion of the return of the Sav iour.  

C .  The change that wi l l  then take p l ace for a l l  bel ievers .  

D .  The confidence that Paul  had i n  the Lord : "accord i ng 
to the worki ng (the energ i z i n g )  whereby he i s  able even 
to subdue ( another m i l itary term) a l l  th i ngs  unto 
h imse l f . " 

If  we are fo l low i ng Pau l ' s  examp l e ,  this  i s  the way we wi l l  
be l i v i ng ! 

There i s  no question but that we have respon s i b i l ities as 
c i t i zens our our country, of the states , count i es , and 
c it i es in wh ich  we l i ve ,  but can other peop l e  tel l  by the 
way we ta lk  and by the way we l i ve that we are c it i zens of 
heaven , l ooking for the Lord , expecting to be l i ke H im ,  
trust i ng even now that He  i s  mak ing us l i ke Himself? Are 
you more interested i n  the Lord Jesus Christ than you are 
i n  any other person? Are you more i nterested i n  heaven than 
you are i n  the earth? Are you more i nterested in god l i ness 
than you are in earth ly gain?  

Conc l :  What about verses 1 8  and 1 9? Are you i n  that category? 
I f  not , do you feel l i ke Paul d i d  about those who are? 
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PROOFS OF THE LORDSH I P  OF CHRIST 
Ph i l ippians  4 : 1 -4 

Scripture Read ing : Phi l .  4 : 1 -9 .  
Intro : It I S  my Intent ion today to dea l with only  the f irst 4 

verses of chapter 4 .  Howver ,  the f i rst 9 verses do 
bel ong together,  and conc l ude the ma i n  message of the Epist l e .  
From verse 1 0  o f  chapter 4 down through verse 1 9  Paul  thanked 
the Ph i l ippians  for the g i ft that they had sent to h i m  i n  Rome , 
and then we have h i s  conc l ud i ng words i n  verses 20 through 23.  

There is i n  the f i rst 5 verses of this chapter a spec i a l  
empha s i s  o n  the Lordsh i p  of Christ.  ( See it i n  v v .  1 ,  2 ,  4 ,  5 . ) 

Th i s  fo l l ows such statements as we have i n  chapter 3 ,  verses 8 
and 20 . The punctuation i n  v .  20 cou l d  be , " • . .  from whence 
we l ook for the Sav iour,  the Lord.!. Jesus Christ . "  

I n  our text ( 4 : 1 -4 )  we not on ly have "the Lord " referred to 3 
times , but we have i n  each of these three i nstances the expres
s i on , " i  n the Lord . "  

Th i s  descri bes , accord i ng to what Spurgeon used to say , the 
c i rc l e  � wh ich every chi l d  of God l i ves : " i n  the Lord "! 

He i s  our Lord . He i s  the One from Whom we receive the w i sdom 
and the strength to do what p leases H im .  And , i t  i s  primari ly  
through our  obed ience to Him that we demonstrate that He  i s  not 
only our Lord , but He i s  the Lord ! Th i s  i s  what makes a chi l d  
of GoO-Un ique i n  the worl�he knows Jesus Chri st not o n l y  as 
h i s  Sav iour,  but as h i s  Lord . 

For Jesus Christ to be Lord means not only that He i s  Deity , but 
it means that He i s  our Sovere ign Dei ty .  How cou l d  Deity be 
anyth ing el se? And we not only  l i ve by H im ,  but a l l  that we do 
i s  to be for Him.  If we were more faithfu l i n  draw i ng our 
strength from H im ,  ana-TiVTng to p l ease Hlm ,iWe would not have 
to talk so mucn-fo conv Ince otners that �rearly I S  tne-LoraT 
VJe cannotseparate HIs place as our---saviour from HIS Place as 
our Lord . If He i s  our Sav iour,  then He i s  a l so our Lord--but 
we do not a l ways l i ve in submiss ion to Him.  May God work i n  
our hearts even th i s  morn i ng to bring u s  to greater y ie ldedness 
to Him and to H i s  w i l l .  

But there i s  another th ing that I want you to note about these 
f i rst 4 verses . 

We have seen i n  going through this  Ep i st l e  that there are two 
ma i n  commandments g i ven by Paul to the Ph i l ipp ians  church--and 
to a l l  of the Body of Christ : 
1 )  We are to " stand fast" (Ph i l .  1 : 1 7 ) .  
2 )  We are to " rej o i ce i n  the Lord" ( Ph i l .  3 : 1 ) . 
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Both of these are not only  repeated i n  our text , but they are 
JOTrleatogether,-reTiiteato each other-. - -- - -- --

So today we want to exam ine these exhortat ions  aga i n ,  relat ing 
them to each other, and l ooking at them i n  the l i ght of the 
probl em wh ich  Pau l mentioned in verses 2 and 3 .  

And so l et u s  l ook , f i rst of a l l ,  at . • •  

I .  "STAND FAST I N  THE LORD " (Ph i l .  4 : 1 ) .  

Read aga i n  Phi  I .  1 : 27 .  

Th i s  i s  a command wh ich  suggests oppos i t ion , conf l ict. We 
face enemies . They are :  
1 )  The Dev i l  above us--because he i s  m ightier than we are .  
2 )  The f l esh with i n  us--our o l d ,  s i nful  natures . 
3 )  The worl d  around us--our present location . 

But--note that chapter 4 beg i ns with the word , "Therefore . "  
mrs immed i ately ties chapter 4 i n  with chapter 3 .  And , if 
we only  take Pau l ' s  l ast statement i n  chapter 3 as the ma i n  
connect ion , notice how beautifu l ly  it fits . We are not 
a lways go ing to be here i n  th i s  wor l d .  The Lord i s  coming .  
And when He  does , He i s  going  to take us  out of th i s  wor l d ,  
forever beyond the reach of Satan , and He i s  go ing to change 
us so that we wi l l  no l onger have these evi l natures wh ich  
we now have a l ong with the new nature that we have i n  Christ 
our Lord . 

Unti I that time we are to " stand fast . "  

Cf . Eph . 6 :  1 0 - 1 3  where we have the same exhortat ion .  

What does i t  mean to stand? 

A. The most immed i ate answer is i n  Phi l .  3 : 1 5 ,  1 6 .  

We are to stand fast i n  hol ines s .  We are not t o  compro
m i se .  We are to persevere i n  l i v i ng the way the Lord 
wants us to l i ve,  not i n  the way the worl d  wou l d  have 
us l i ve .  L Ive accord ing to the l i ght that the Lord has 
g i ven you , and do not g i ve ground for any reason whatso
ever . The compromise  road i s  the road to defeat and 
d i saster. 

Dan i e l  and h i s  three friends stood fast ! -- --

B .  A second answer i s  found i s  found i n  Ph i l .  1 : 27--and 
here there are rea l l y  two . ( Read a l so verses 28-30 . )  

1 .  We are to stand fast i n  the m i n i stry of the Gospe l . 
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2 .  We are to stand fast i n  the defense of the Gospe l . 

Cf . 1 Cor. 1 6 : 1 3 ;  2 Thess . 2 : 1 5 .  

And note how important th is  was to the Apost l e  Paul as 
expressed in h i s  f i rst l etter to the Thessa lon i an 
church : 1 Thes s .  3 : 8 ,  " For now we l i ve , i f  ye stand 
fast i n  the Lord . "  

We must never g i ve up the truth of the Gospel . We must 
not g i ve up the m in i stry of the Gospe l .  

Rel ate th i s  to the doctri nes of grace and what the Lord 
i s  w ithout question do i ng i n  our day . We may seem very 
i ns i g n i f i cant to ourse l ves ( and we are ) , but we must 
l et our voice be heard , and heard , and heard ! I ! !  

We must be faithfu l . We must persevere . We must p lod 
ahead . We must not be d i scouraged . We must not g i ve 
up. Let us da i ly f i nd our strength in the Lord , and 
be assured that when we "stand fast" we are do ing j ust 
what our Lord has commanded us to do.  

But now let me say th i s :  I t  is  poss i b l e  for us to do the f i rst 
of these commandments wi thout do ing the second . And so we need 
to see that i t  i s  the comb i nation of both of these that we must 

- recogn i ze ,  and obey . 

I I .  " REJO ICE I N  THE LORD ALWAY : AND AGA I N  I SAY , REJOICE"  
( Ph i l .  4 : 4 ) . 

Now i t  i s  obv ious that i n  the case of both of these command
ments we have repetit ion . 

And not on ly  are they repeated , 
repeated i n  th is  fourth verse :  
Rej o i c e .  " 

but this  second one i s  a l so 
" . . .  and aga i n  I say ,  

Why do we have � much repet ition � Scri pture? 

Cf.  the refra i n  i n  Psa . 1 0 7 :  "Oh that men wou l d  pra i se the 
Lord for h i s  goodness . • .  " 

There are at l east three reasons that t h i ngs  are repeated 
i n  the Word of God : 
1 )  They are very , very important to God . 
2 )  They are at the moment very needed i n  the l i ves of the 

peop l e  of God . 
3 )  They are very rare , very d ifficult  to rea l i ze i n  the 

da i ly l i v i ng of the Lord ' s  peop le.  

Do you not f i nd that a l l  of these are app l i cable  today? 
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I t  makes no d i fference how l ong we have known the Lord , or 
how recently we have been saved , we are to " rej o i ce in the 
Lord . "  It makes no d i fference what we may be go ing throug h ,  
we are to " rejo ice i n  the Lord . "  If the Lord says that we 
are to "rej o i ce "  i n  H im ALWAYS,  then it  means that, " i n  the 
Lord , "  we w i l l  a l ways be ab le  to , and that th i s  must be our 
object i ve every day we l i ve . 

A .  To "rej o i ce i n  the Lord" means that we are rej o i c i ng 
i n  Him as a Person . 

We l ove H im .  We l ove to l earn of H im .  And we l ove a l l  
that we know about H im .  We de l i ght in  every one of H i s  
attri butes--H i s  love,  H i s  grace ,  H i s  wi sdom, H i s  power, 
H i s  fa i thfu lnes s ,  H i s  r ighteousness , H i s  ho l i ness , and 
on and on ! 

B .  To " rej o i ce i n  the Lord" means that we are rej o i c ing 
i n  the works of the Lord . 

1 .  I n  H i s  work as Creator . 

Have your l earned th is?  Have you seen how much 
there i s  of th i s  i n  the Scri ptures . 

I l l ustrat ion :  the beauty of a rose , or of an 
African v i o l et--or of a po i nsett i a .  

2 .  I n  H i s  work as our Sav iour.  

a .  What Christ d id  for us  on the Cros s .  

b .  What Christ d id  i n  u s  when we were saved , and 
s i nce we have been saved . 

c .  What Christ has been p l eased to do through us . 

To rej o i ce i n  H im  means that we pra i se H im ,  we g l orify 
H im ,  we acknowledge that our b l es s i ngs a l l  come from 
H im  and that we deserve none of them ! We rej o i ce i n  
the Lord when we are trusti ng Him to enable  u s  to 
"rej o i ce . "  Cf . Heb . 1 3 :  1 5 .  

The l i fe o f  a Christ i an i s  a l i fe of cont i nual  rej o lc lng 
in the Lord . We need to stand fast , not fee l ing sorry 
for oursel ves , not murmuring  because we w i s h  thi ngs 
were d i fferent,  but a lways rej o i c i ng in the Lord . 

How hard it  i s  for us to l earn th i s  l esson , and yet how 
v ita l and how needfu l  it i s !  We wou l d  see that our 
prob l ems are not nearly as great as we th ink  they are 
if we were on ly  l earn ing to rej o i ce i n  the Lord . We are 



are not to rej oice 
i n  ourse l ves , 
i n  our accomp l i shments , 
i n  our posses s i on s ,  
i n  our c i rcumstances , 
i n  other peop l e ,  
o r  i n  anythi ng e l se--

Phi  1 .  4 :  1 -4 ( 5 )  

except as we see the Lord i n  a l l of these thi ngs . 

The who le of the Christ i an l ife can be summed up i n  these 
two commandments . If  you and I are obeyi ng these ,  everyth i ng 
e l se  wi l l  f i t  i nto p l ace.  

Let us be pray i ng that the Lord wi l l  he lp  us  to "stand fast" 
and to " rej o i ce "  in H im !  

But one th ing rema i n s  i n  our  cons i derat ion of th i s  text . 

I have sa id  that standing fast expresses conf l i ct ,  warfare . I 
have a l so sa id  that we have three ma i n  enemies--the Devi l ,  the 
wor l d ,  and the f lesh .  Troubl e  for a church can  be out s i de ,  or 
it can be i n s i de .  Where was it in Ph i l ippi  at the t ime Paul 
wrote th i s  Epist l e? 

I I I .  THE CURRENT PROBLEM ( Ph i l .  4 : 1 -3 ) .  

It was i n  the church .  

I t  i nvo l ved two l ad i es : Euod i a s  and Syntyche.  

They were promi nent lad ies , and  accord ing to  verse 3 both 
of them had worked with Pau l " i n  the gospe l . "  

But now there was troub l e !  

Some troub l e  had ari sen . Perhaps there was jea lousy . They 
may have become competi tors . There obv ious ly  was pride 
because they were no longer of one m ind i n  the Lord . They 
had gotten the i r  eyes off of the Lord , and on themselves , or 
on each other. There were def i n i te ly two s ides to the pro
blem--as there a lways are ! 

Paul  addressed them by name. And then he c a l led up some 
man to "he l p "  them. In the KJV the man i s  c a l led a "true 
yokefe l l ow , " but there are those who feel that "yokefel low" 
shou ld  be tran s l ated as a proper name . I f  so , it  wou l d  be 
syn-Zflus . He was a "true yokefe J l ow" i n  fact and i n  name-
fa lth u , l oya l , true , gen u i ne .  

How damag i ng trouble between two sa ints can be ! It can tear 
a church apart .  James was ta l k ing about the tongue when he 
sa id ,  " Beho l d ,  how great a matter a l itt l e  f i re k i nd leth ! "  
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( Jas .  3 : 5b ) .  Pau l sa i d ,  "Know ye not that a l i tt l e  l eaven 
l eaveneth the who l e  l ump? " ( 1  Cor. 5 : 6b ) .  

The on ly  way we can rea l ly and effect ively " stand fast" i s  
when we are a l so rej o i c i ng the Lord ! And when we rej o ice 
i n  the Lord , how dear the peop l e  of God become to us-
espec i a l ly those in our own fel lows h i p .  Note the words 
that Paul  used for the peop l e  of God i n  Ph i l i pp i : 
1 )  "Brethren " -- as i n  1 : 1 2 ;  3 : 1 ,  1 3 ,  1 7 ;  4 : 8 .  See a l so 

1 :  1 4 ;  4 : 2 1 . 
2 )  " Dearly be l oved " - - 2 times i n  th is  one verse. It 

i n d i cates that Pau l preferred h i s  brethren i n  Christ 
to any and everybody e l se i n  the, worl d .  

3 )  " Longed for" - - Pau l m issed them. He wanted to see them 
and be with them. 

4 )  "Joy" -- He del i ghted i n  them. They p l eased h im.  Cf . 
1 Thess.  2 : 1 9 ,  20.  

5 )  "Crown" -- They were an ornament and an honor to h im .  

So when we rea l ly l ove the Lord and rej o i ce i n  H im ,  it  makes 
us l ove each other even more. 

There i s  rea l ly more of a threat to any church from w ith i n  
than there i s  from without . Are we aware of th i s? 

To avoid troub l e  we need to " stand fast i n  the Lord" and to 
" rej o i ce i n  the Lord . "  

Conc l :  Our ch i  I dren have "show and tel l "  at schoo l .  

The Chri st ian , the church , has its own "show and tel ! . "  Perhaps 
it wou l d  be better to say , "Go and show and te l l . "  
1 )  We go to the wor l d .  
2 )  We show by our l i ves how much we l ove the Lord , H i s  Word , 

and each other. 
3 )  Then we te l l  the message of s a l vat i on .  
I t  i s  only  was we show the rea l ity of our re l at i on s h i p  to the 
Lord that there wi l l  be the power of God man ifested i n  what we 
te l l .  

At th i s  Chri stmas season when there are so many who do not have 
the s l i ghtest i dea of the mean i ng of the b i rth of Chri st ,  l et 
us  "stand fast" i n  the Lord for the truth , but l et us a l so do 
del i ght ourse l ves i n  the Lord , rej o i c i ng i n  H im ,  that people  
may be  ab le  to see the effect of what the Lord ' s  work i n  us  
is  that they may rea l i ze that the Lord is  the i r  only  hope . 
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PATIENC E ,  PRAYER,  AND PEACE 
Ph i l ipp ians  4 : 5-7 

Intro : It wou l d  be i nterest i ng to know how much accumu l ated 
t ime has been spent i n  the Word of God during 1 984 by 

those of us who are a part of th i s  m i n i stry at Tri n ity B i b l e  
Church .  I wou l d  imag ine that it wou ld  be a con s i derable  amount. 

Many of you have been read ing your B i b l e  through aga i n  th i s  
year.  I have been ask ing you to read the books of the B i b l e  
that we have been con s i dering together. You have been read ing 
the Scri ptures we have stud ied in  SS. It is good that we do 
not know how much t ime has been spent i n  the Word because we 
might be i nc l i ned to boast about i t .  But I w i l l  pose another 
question that we rea l ly ought to be concerned about : HOW MUCH 
GOOD , SPIRITUAL GOOD ,  HAS COME TO US BECAUSE OF THE T IME WE HAVE 
SPENT IN THE WORD? 

Arthur P i n k  has an exce l l ent l itt le  book wh ich  I read th is  past 
year ca l l ed , Prof i t i ng From The Word . He dea l s  rather exhaus
t i vely  w ith thI s subJ ec�na-r hope that you wi l l  i nc l ude that 
book i n  your reading for 1 985 .  But let me j ust make a few 
suggest ions as to how we can know that we are rea l ly "prof i t i ng "  
from our t ime i n  the Word . 

Perhaps 2 Tim.  3 : 1 6 ,  1 7  wou l d  be a good p l ace to start. (Quote 
it .  ) 

Pau l made it  very c lear to T imothy that , i f  he were prof i t i ng 
from the Word he wou l d  be learn i ng the truth of the Word : 
"doctr i ne . "  

He a l so made i t  c lear that there wou ld  be some rea l  changes i n  
h i s  l if e :  "reproof , correct i on , i n struct ion i n  ri ghteousness . "  
I f  our t ime i n  the Word i s  mean i ng someth ing to u s  then our 
l i ves wi l l  beg i n  to l ook more l i ke the Word of God ! 

But a th i rd th ing that Paul  poi nted out i s  that , i f  we are 
"prof it ing  from the Word , "  we wi l l  want to be i nvo lved i n  
serv ing the Lord i n  some way . 

Let me ask another questi on :  In  add it ion to these th ings that 
I have j ust menti oned ( because they app ly to a l l  of the Word of 
God ) ,  WHAT SHOULD WE LOOK FOR AS A RESULT OF THE TIME WE HAVE 
BEEN G I V I NG TO THE BOOK OF PH I L I PP IANS? 

One very obvious an swer i s  that we ought to l ove God and l ove 
our Lord Jesus Christ more than we ever have before ! 

Now , let me g i ve you a th ird quest i on : HAS ALL OF THIS BEEN 
TAK ING PLACE IN YOUR L I FE TO SOME EXTENT? As we come to the 
end of 1 984 can you rea l ly say that you know the Lord , and l ove 
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the Lord better,  that your l i fe i s  d ifferent,  that you want to 
l i ve for Him and serve Him more than ever before? 

I hope you can . 

But th i s  a l l  l eads me to the message that I want to g i ve to you 
th i s  morn ing .  

Pau l has  had two thi ngs on h i s  heart as far as the pract ica l  
effect of the truth i s  concerned--as it  app l ied to  the Ph i l ip
pi ans : 
1 )  That they wou l d  "stand fast i n  the Lord , "  and 
2 )  That they wou l d  "rej o i ce i n  the Lord . "  
And he keeps them i n  that order. ( Exp l a i n  from the Ep i st l e . ) 

Do you know what it  means to do both , and are you do i ng both? 

Wel l ,  you may come back at me and say ,  "Pastor ,  how can I tel l  
that I am? " Al l right,  l et us  l ook at our text . 

If we are stand ing fast i n  the Lord , and if  we are reJ o I c I ng 
in the Lord , then , as far as our text takes u s ,  our l i ves wi l l  
be characteri zed by : 
1 )  Pat ience , 
2 )  Prayer, 
3 )  Peace.  

We have patience i n  v .  5 ,  prayer i n  verse 6 ,  and peace i n  v .  7 .  

I .  PATI ENCE ( P h i l .  4 : 5 ) . 

Th i s  i s  not the most common word for prayer i n  the NT , but 
it rather descri bes the k ind  of a person who wi l l  be 
pat ient. 

It speaks of a person who is  gent l e ,  mi l d  in  d i spos it i on , 
meek , pati ent.  

It is  trans l ated "pat ient" in  1 Tim.  3 : 3 .  It i s  tran s l ated 
" gentl e "  i n  T it .  3 : 2 .  " Gentl e "  i n  1 Pet. 2 : 1 8 .  I n  Jas . 
3 :  1 7 ,  "gent l e , "  concern i ng the wi sdom that i s  from above. 

There i s  a sweet reasonableness about th i s  k i nd of a person . 

Al l of the above are adject i ves.  

The noun of this verb is  found i n  Acts 24 : 4  where it  i s  
trans l ated , " c lemency" -- wh ich  means mercy or forbearance 
or m i l d ,  as i n  the case of weather. 

In 2 Cor . 1 0 : 1 Paul  used it i n  speak ing of "the meekness 
and gentl eness of Chri st . "  
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Obv iously  we are to seek to be th is  k i nd of a person before 
our fe l l ow-be l i evers , and before a l l  others . 

But how? 

Note what Pau I wrote next : "The Lord i s  at hand . "  

Th i s  has been i nterpreted i n  two d i fferent ways , and probably 
both apply here : 
1 )  Of the com i ng of the Lord . 
2 )  Of the omn i presence of the Lord . 

And the empha s i s  i s  upon the fact that He i s  "the Lord " ! 

The emphas i s  i n  these verses has to do with troub l es ,  tria l s ,  
the problems that beset us as Christ i an s .  Peop l e  are watch
ing to see what our reaction wi l l  be. Th i n k  of Euod i as and 
Syntyche. They were not behav ing w ith moderat i on , and it 
seems that they had forgotten that "the Lord i s  at hand . "  

Oh,  the probl ems we have when we forget the Lord--H is  
presence,  H is  power, H is  w i sdom, H is  love ,  and so  on and on ! 

When you realize that the Lord is sovereign i n  your circum
stances , that He i s  i n  contro l ,  then i t  i s  the part of 
wi sdom to sett l e  down , to be subm i s s i ve ,  and to wa it  to see 
what He wi l l  do . 

But there i s  another way i n  wh i ch we become pati ent peop l e .  It 
i s  by • . . 

I I .  PRAYER ( Ph i l .  4 : 6 ) . 

Spurgeon suggested that "carefu l "  ought to be spe l l ed 
care-fu l l ,  because the word means ,  fu l l  of care ,  anxious ,  
worri ed ! 

There are many th ings that we need to be carefu l about , 
but there i s  noth ing that we ought to be worrI ed about ! 

What do we worry about? 

We worry about the future . We worry about our hea lth .  We 
somet imes worry about the past. We worry about our ch i l dren . 
We worry about war. We worry about money . Somet imes we 
worry about the Lord ' s  work . In  short , we are i n c l i ned to 
worry about pract i ca l ly everyth ing ! 

Worry i s  an i nd i cation of two thi ngs : 
1 )  We have forgotten the Lord ; we have gotten our eyes off 

of H im .  
2 )  We are not pray i ng as we  shou ld--maybe not pray i ng at 

a l l !  
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How are we to pray? 

A. About everyth ing - - the l ittl e  thi ngs as wel l a s  the 
b i g  th ings .  They are a l l  l itt l e  to God . 

B .  By prayer and supp l ication .  

We may not get an answer the f i rst time ,  but we need to 
keep pray i ng .  The Lord often delays the answer i n  order 
to keep us com i ng to Him.  

C .  W i th thanksg i v i ng .  

Before we ask for a burden to be removed , o r  for a l oad 
to be l ifted , we need to g i ve thanks for i t .  

D .  Unto God . 

He knows what we are worried about , but He wants to hear 
it from u s .  We w i l l  not pray un less we recogn i ze that 
we do have certa i n ,  spec i f i c  needs wh ich  we bri ng before 
God ! 

What , then , i s  the promi se? 

It concerns 

I I I .  PEACE ( Ph i l .  4 : 7 ) .  

Th i s  i s  the peace of God i n  two sen ses : 
1 )  The peace which  God possesses . 
2 )  The peace which comes from God to u s .  

Paul  d i d  not say anyth i ng here about the trouble  being taken 
away . But i t  i s  poss i b l e  to enjoy H i s  peace wh i l e we are 
sti l l  i n  the m idst of whatever s i tuat ion wh i ch has caused 
us to worry . That i s  the reason that it "passeth a l l  
understand i ng . "  

And "the peace of God" wh ich  i s  i ncomprehens i b l e  sets us a 
m i l itary guard ( that i s  the mean ing of the word , " keep" ) 
so that noth i ng e l se  can enter i n  to destroy the peace that 
we have from God . 

I n  the h i story of the church there are some remarkable  
examp l es of  what the peace of  God wi l l  do  in  the hearts and 
mi nds of the peopl e  of God . 

Spurgeon to l d  the story of a martyr 
who was about to burn for Chr i st ,  

and 
he sa id  to the j udge who was g i v i ng orders to f i re 
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the p i l e ,  "Wi l l  you come and l ay your hand o n  my 
heart? " The j udge d i d  so .  "Does it  beat fast? " 
enqu i red the martyr.  " Do I show s igns  of fear?" 
" No , "  said the j udge . "Now l ay your hand on your 
own heart , and see whether you are not more exc ited 
than I am . "  ( Vo l . 40 , p .  1 1 6 . ) 

Martyrs have been thrown to w i l d  anima l s ,  k i l l ed by being 
forced to s it i n  i ron cha i rs wh ich  were red hot , or 
covered with honey from head to foot unt i l they were 
stung to death by bees--yet they never f l i nched so 
great was the peace of God i n  the i r  hearts . 

There i s  on record the story of a martyer who was being 
roasted to death on a grid i ron . At one po int ,  as he was 
dy i n g ,  he turned to h i s  persecutor and s a i d ,  " You  have 
cooked me on one s ide ;  turn me over now , and do the other 
s i de . "  

"The peace of God wh ich  passeth a l l  understan d i ng . "  

Conc l :  You see , standing fast i n  the Lord not only means that 
we are stand ing fast for the truth , but i t  means that 

we are stand ing fast i n  the midst of the tri a l s  and test i ngs 
wh i ch we experience every day . 

To rej o i ce i n  the Lord not only  means that we pra i se Him for 
sav i ng u s ,  but it means that He i s  the joy and del ight of our 
hearts wh i l e we are in the center of our storms , and not j ust 
when the storms are over ! 

R ichard S i bbes , one of the Puritan s ,  once wrote , 
• . •  the way to be above a l l  th i ngs  i s  to submit  to 
God f i rst ( The Bru i sed Reed in Vo l .  I ,  p .  36 ) .  

To be pat i ent,  to l et our moderati on be known unto a l l  men , 
means that we are c u l t i vati ng that meek and qu iet and submiss ive  
sp irit  wh ich in  the s i ght of  God is  of  great price ! Then , as 
we pour out our hearts to God i n  prayer, we experi ence that 
wonderfu l ,  amaz ing peace ,  wh ich sets up a guard not on ly  to 
g i ve us peace at a part i c u l ar t ime ,  but to keep us l i v i n g  i n  
peace every day of our l i ves ! 

May the Lord enable  us to prof it from the Word by showi ng i n  
our l i ves how suff i c i ent He i s  for any tri a l  and for a l l  tri a l s  
through wh ich  we may pas s .  
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TH INGS TO PONDER AND PRACTISE 
Ph i l i pp i ans  4 : 8 ,  9 

Scri pture Read ing : Ph i l .  4 : 1 -9 .  

�" . .  ' . 

I ntro : We come i n  our text to Pau l ' s  second "f ina l l y "  i n  th i s  
Ep ist le .  However , remember that th i s  i s  not a word 

i nd i cating that he i s  con c l ud i ng .  We m ight trans l ate them th is  
way i n  th i s  Ep ist le :  
1 )  I n  Ph i l .  3 :  1 it  i s  as thought Paul were say i n g ,  "Now as to 

the other th ing that I want to te l l  you , • . .  " And then 
he went on to write about the second and on ly  other th i ng 
that he wanted them to do :  " Rej o i ce i n  the Lord . "  

2 )  I n  Ph i l .  4 : 8  i t  i s  as though he was say i n g ,  "Now a l l  that 
rema i n s  for you to do is thi s :  • • •  " 

It was not as though he was say i ng a l l  that he cou l d  
say , but he was say ing  enough s o  that the i r  fel l ows h i p  and 
the i r  b les s i ng cou l d  be preserved , and so the i r  testimony 
i n  Ph i l ippi  wou l d  not be tarn i s hed nor h i ndered i n  any way. 

When we exami ne these two verses of our text ( v v .  8 ,  9 )  we can 
see that : 
1 )  There are some thi ngs that Pau l wanted them to ponder. Note 

the words at the end of v .  8 ,  "Th ink on thesethl ngs . "  
The word that Pau l used here means not on ly  to not ice 

and to th ink  about them , but a l so to see the va l ue of them 
and then to des i re these th ings  for themsel ves.  I w i l l  
po int out i n  a mi nute where they were to see them. 

2 )  There were some thi ngs that Pau l wanted them to pract ice.  
Th i s  i s  the mean i ng of the word "do "  toward tne close of 
v .  9 .  

3 )  Then , v .  9 c l oses with a prom i se : "And the God of peace 
sha l l  be with you . "  

-

Let us  exam i ne these i n  the order i n  wh ich  they are found i n  
our text. 

I. THINGS TO PONDER ( Ph i l .  4 :8 ) .  

It i s  obvi ous from Ph i l .  1 : 27 on that Pau l was concerned 
about d i sunity i n  the Ph i l i pp ian  church . The prob lem seems 
to have centered i n  the d iff icu lty that Euod ias  and Syntyche 
( P h i l .  4 : 2 )  were havi ng with each other. But , as a lways , 
a l itt l e  problem can soon become a big  prob l em and threaten 
a who l e  church .  They had gotten the i r  eyes off of  the Lord , 
they were concentrat i ng on each other ' s  weak poi nts , and 
consequently were fa i l i ng to look at the good thi ngs . Th i s  
meant that the thi ngs that are rea l ly important were not as 
important to the Ph i l i pp ians  as they shou l d  have been . 

And so Pau l sought to turn the i r  attent ion to s i x  character
i st ics  of l ife wh ich he wanted them to th ink  about , see the 



Phi l .  4 : 8 ,  9 ( 2 )  

va l ue of , and then des i re for themselves.  ( Read what they 
are . ) These are characteristics wh ich shou ld  be outstanding  
and prai seworthy to the peop l e  of God . 

The question i s :  Where are we go i ng to be able to see them? 
The answer i s  threefo ld : 
1 )  We are go ing to be able to see them i n  the Lord . 
2 )  We are go ing to be able to see them Tn PaUl:--See v .  9 .  
3 )  We are go ing to be able  to see them Tn each other ! 

What i s  the purpose of our sa l vat i on? 

Let us  rem i nd oursel ves of what Pau l said in  Phi l .  1 : 6 .  
What i s  that work? Cf . a l so Ph i l .  3 : 20 , 2 1 . I t  i s  con
formity to Christ ,  to be made l i ke Chri st ! 

And therefore it  must be recogn i zed that i n  the weakest 
beTi ever, In the Cfi1TdOf God most recently born I nto the 
famdy of Gocl,There are-some "CTi'i'Tst-ltke trartS.-----rf "fJiere 
are non� then the person-rs-not a Chri stian .  Theyinave to 
bethere. -- -- - - - -- -- -

What are they? ( We do not need to th ink of th i s  as a com
p lete l i st ; the end of the verse indi cates that it i s  not. 
But it  i s  a characteri st i c  l i st ! ) 

A .  "True . "  

Th i s  speaks of that which i s  true a s  opposed to false.  
Th i s  speaks of that which  i s  genu ine as opposed to fake . 
Th i s  speaks of that which i s  rea l  as opposed to an 
im itat i on .  

Where do you f i nd the true pattern for a Chri st i an? 
The answer:  on ly in Chr i st .  L i sten to 1 John 5 : 20 :  

And we know that the Son of God i s  come , 
and hath g i ven us an understand i n g ,  
that we may know h im that i s  true ,  
and we are i n  h im  that i s  true, 
even i n  h i s  Son Jesus Chr i st .  
Th i s  i s  the true God , and eternal l ife.  

You wi l l  never f i nd any imperfect i on in Christ.  Al l i s  
gen u i n e ,  rea l .  But you wi l l  f i nd p lenty of imperfection 
i n  any chi l d  of God . But th i s  is the po i nt :  LOOK FOR 
THE TRU E .  

I l l u s :  The words of the native when asked by the b ig  
game hunter if  he  bel ieved the B ib le  he was 
readi ng wh i l e s itti ng bes ide a b i g ,  boi l ing  pot 
of water. 

B. "Honest . "  
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Th i s  word i s  trans l ated "grave" i n  a number of p l aces 
in the NT . E . g . ,  1 Tim.  3 : 8 ,  1 1 .  

It does mean sober, serious , but not i n  a repu l s i ve way . 
It means a person who i s  contro l l ed by a serious purpose , 
and who i s  revered , held i n  h igh esteem , for i t .  The 
Greeks used th i s  word to descri be a person who was i n  
touch w ith the heaven ly  wor l d ,  and i n  a c l ose re lation
s h i p  with i t .  

I t  i s  opposed t o  that wh ich 
i ndecorous , mean , unworthy . 
maj est i c .  It attracts ,  and 
it i s .  

i s  frivol ous , l ow down , 
It i s  awe- i nspi r i ng , 

i t  compe l s  others to be 

Aga i n--who i s  more l i ke th i s  than the Lord Jesus .  

l i ke 

But have you not seen some of the Lord ' s  people  who were 
l i ke th is?  

I thought of Mrs . W i l l ies as I was study ing th i s  word . 

C .  "Just . "  

Th i s  i s  the word r ighteous .  Basica l ly it  means that 
which  conforms to a standard . In  the B i b l e  i t  means 
measuri ng up to what God i s ,  and what God wants us to 
be . In  God it  means that H i s  acts conform perfect ly  
with H is  nature . God never does what He wou l d  not be 
expected to do . 

Now no Christian i s  abso l utely " j ust , "  but th ink  about 
those qua l it ies wh ich  you can see i n  h i m  wh ich  ind i cate 
that to some extent he i s  as God wou l d  have h i m  be . 

Somet imes a person ' s  doctrine may not be a l l  that it  
shoul d  be , but he  may put us  to shame i n  H i s  l ove for 
the Lord . Look at that , and l earn from that, and des i re 
to be l i ke that . 

Church l eaders are to have that d i v i ne attracti veness 
about them that wi l l  cause the peop l e  under the i r  care 
to want to be l i ke them ,  as they are l i ke the Lord . 

D .  I IPure . II 

Th i s  means to be chaste , modest , mora l ly pure . It  mean s 
that we are not to be contam i nated w ith any evi l .  

Th i s  word i s  used of God i n  1 John 3 : 2 .  Th ink  about H im  
and about Christ in  th is  connecti on .  I t  i s  used of a 
god ly  wife i n  1 Pet . 3 : 2 .  In  1 T im .  5 : 22 Paul  to ld  
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Timothy , " Keep thyse lf pure . "  In James 3 : 1 7  we read 
that "the wi sdom that i s  from above i s  f i rst pure • •  

The worl d  i s  ful l of impurity .  We see i t  and hear it  
a l l  of the t ime . I s  that what you look at? I s  that 
what you think  about? Is that the way you speak? I s  
that what you read? 

" 

Eva l uate the l i ves of those who l i ve i n  impurity as 
compared with pur ity .  Seek in a l l  thi ngs to be l i ke the 
Lord i n  thi s .  

E .  " Love ly . "  

Th i s  i s  whatever causes a person to be endeared either 
by what he say s ,  or what he does , or both . 

What i s  there i n  the Lord that has caused you to l ove 
H im? What i s  there about other Chri st i an s  that has 
caused you to love them? There may be th ings that have 
offended you , but l ook for the " lovely . "  

Here we are concerned with the answer to the question , 
"Why do I l ove the Lord , and H i s  people?"  I t  is  because 
you have found that in them wh i ch to you i s  " love ly . "  

F .  "Of good report . "  

Th i s  has reference to the good thi ngs wh i ch can be sa id  
about a person , espec i a l l y  with  reference to  the k i nd ly 
s p i ri t  he shows , and the good w i l l  wh i c h  he man ifests 
toward others . 

Aga i n  i n  th i s ,  as i n  the preced ing word s ,  none can com
pare with the Lord Jesus . 

I n  add i t i on , whatever e l se has to do with exce l l ing  i n  
mora l qua l i f i tes , and whatever e lse i s  worthy of approval 
and commendat ion from God , "THINK ON THESE THINGS . "  Concen
trate on these , and then pray that what you see of them i n  
the l i ves of your fe l l ow-be l i evers wi l l  be true of you as 
we l l .  

But there i s  a second conc l us i ng word here : 

I I .  TH INGS TO PRACTISE ( P h i l .  4 : 9a ) .  

Paul  here c l a ims that h i s  l ife i s  a ref l ect i on of that 
which  he taught the Ph i l i pp i ans . He had come to teach them 
the Gospe l , but a l so to show them the effect that the Gospe l 
had had i n  h i s  own l ife . 

He mentioned four th ings : 
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A .  What they had l earned as he had taught. 

B .  What they had rece i ved--thei r  response to h i s  teach ing .  

C .  What they had heard . 
H i s  examp l e  i n  what he had sa i d ,  

D .  What they had seen . and i n  the way he was l i v i ng .  

They were to  "do , "  to practise ,  to  l i ve as they had seen 
h im  l i ve. 

"Those th i ngs"  mentioned at the beg i n n i ng of v .  9 must be 
a reference to "these th i ngs"  at the end of v .  8--the same 
th ings ! 

I I I .  THE PROMISE : " . . .  and the God of peace sha l l be with 
you . "  Cf . Ph i l .  4 : 9b .  

There are certain  l aws of God wh ich  produce certa i n  resu lts , 
and i f  we v i o l ate those l aws , we suffer l os s .  Note what 
Paul  sa id  in Rom. 1 4 : 1 9 :  

Let us fol l ow after the th ings wh ich  make for peace, 
and t h i ngs wherewith one may ed ify another . 

We a l l  want peace , but we do not always pursue the th i ngs 
which  wi l l  resu lt  i n  peace . 

S i n  never makes for peace.  Ignoring God does not make for 
peace.  A se lf-centered l ife does not make for peace .  To 
l ove the Word does make for peace . To l ove and obey God 
makes for peace.  A ho ly  l ife makes for peace.  

What does it mean to be at peace? Peace is when everyth i ng 
with i n  us  i s  i n  perfect harmony . 

"The God of peace" i s  certa i n ly re l ated to the express ion ,  
"the peace of God , "  i n  v .  7 .  

God i s  "the God of peace" because He i s  a l ways at peace, 
and because He is the source of our peace . 

"With us"  i s  an OT express ion wh ich  means on our s ide ,  work
i ng � our beha l f !  

As Thomas Manton once sai  d ,  " i f  he ( God ) smi les ,  
whose frowns need we  fear? " ( Vo l . 19 ,  p .  83 ) .  When the 
Lord g i ves peace , who then can make war? 

_ _  Conc l :  So you can see that our fel l owsh i p  together, our peace, 
our j oy i n  the Lord , depends not j ust on what we know , 

but upon what we do w ith what we know ! How important it i s  
that we concentra1e on-the-rTgnt things , and that we seek to 
fo l low the Lord , the Apost l e  Pau l ,  and each other i n  the th ings 
wh ich  make for god l i ness and l ead to peace.  
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CONTENTMENT 
Phi l i pp i ans  4 : 1 0- 1 3  

I ntro : As we get to th i s  point i n  the Ep ist l e ,  Pau l  was bring-
ing h i s  l etter to a c l ose. 

And yet , th i s  may have been the ma i n  th i ng that caused him to 
write to the Ph i l i pp i ans : to thank them for the g i ft wh ich  
they had  sent to h i m  through Epaphrod itus ! See 4 : 1 8 .  

( Rev iew what Pau l had written about Epaphrod itus back i n  2 : 25-30. 
Th i s  i s  the on ly  book in the B i b l e  where he is mentioned . )  

We do not know what the g i ft was wh i ch Epaphrod itus brought 
from the Ph i l ipp ians , but i n  2 : 25 Paul  spoke of h im as " he that 
m i n i stered to my wants , "  i . e . , my need s .  A l s o ,  i n  4 :  1 4  he spoke 
of h i s  "aff l iction , "  or d i stres s .  I n  4 : 1 6 ,  of h i s  " necess ity . "  
So we can as sume that the Ph i l ipp ians  sent th i ngs wh ich  were 
necessary for Pau l ' s  da i ly needs --th ings l i ke c l oth i n g ,  food , 
and perhaps some money . 

--

And the f i rst thing  that i s  apparent as Paul  referred to the i r  
g i ft was • . .  

I .  H IS  JOY ( Ph i l .  4 : 1 0 ) .  

Today I want to con s i der with you on ly  the f i rst four verses 
of our Scri pture read i ng .  Here we rea l l y  have Pau l ' s  
testimony regard ing the i r  g i ft--and it  i s  most unusua l i n  
compar i ng what h e  sa id  with what i s  usua l ly sa id  about 
money i n  the church and by Chri st i an l eaders today . 

H i s  j oy was great , but it  was " i n  the Lord . "  What does 
th i s  mean? Remember that re�O i C i ng i n  the Lord was one of 
the ma i n  th i ngs that Paul ha wrl ttenaboUt In thl s  tjiTsTIe . 

It means that , wh i l e Paul  was thankfu l  to them for the i r  
g ift , h e  l ooked upon the g i ft a s  from the Lord . I t  was 
the Lord Who had 
1 )  enab led them to g i ve ,  
and who had 
2) made them des i re to g ive.  
And so Pau l was rej o i c i ng i n  what the Lord had done for h im  
through the Ph i l i pp i an s !  

There i s  a f i ne l i ne of d i st inct ion here . We need to be 
gratefu l  to peop l e ,  but we need to remember that none of us 
cou l d  do anyth i ng ,  none of us cou l d  g i ve anyth i n g ,  if the 
Lord d i d  not f i rst g i ve to u s ,  and then move our hearts to 
g i ve .  So the g l ory rea l ly be l ongs t o  the Lord . And yet i t  
i s  sti l l  r ight for u s  to thank each other ! 

But how often we forget the Lord i n  thi s .  
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Th i nk of what an examp le Joseph i n  the book of Genes i s  was 
a l ong th i s  l i ne :  
1 )  When he  i nterpreted Pharaoh ' s  dreams , he  gave God the 

g l ory. 
2 )  When he spoke of the prov i s i on that he made for h i s  

brothers , aga i n  he sa id  it  was God ! 

How we need to l ook beyond beyond the immed i ate source to 
the One Who i s  the u l t i mate source of every b l es s i ng we 
have ! 

Not ice :  God not on ly  gave to the Ph i l ippi ans so  they coul d  
g i ve ,  and then made them wi l l ing  to g i ve ,  but he 
opened the way so that the "opportun i ty "  was there. 

But there i s  a second thing  i n  th is  passage. 

I I .  H IS  SATISFACTION ( Ph i l .  4 : 1 1 ,  1 2 ) .  

Paul  expressed i t  a s  contentment.  

Now here is a most unusua l thing : Paul had a l l  k i nds of 
need s ,  needs i nvo l v i ng h i s  da i ly exi stence , and yet he was 
perfect ly  sati sf ied BEFORE Epaphrod itus got there , and , 
apparent l y ,  even though he d i d  not know that Epaphrod itus 
was com i ng ! 

Thayer, i n  h i s  Greek l ex i con ( or d i ct i onary ) ,  exp l a i ns th i s  
word as i nd i cat i ng " a  perfect cond ition of l ife" ( p .  84 ) .  

I t  actua l ly means that Pau l was sat i sf i ed , perfect ly  sat i s 
f i ed ,  that h e  had a l l  that h e  needed when h e  sti l l  had some 
very rea l  need s .  These are not l uxur i es that we are ta l k ing 
about ; these are the neces s i t ies of l ife. 

It is obvious tllat Pau l was happy after Epaphrod itus came , 
but be sure to see that he was perfectly contented before 
Epaphroditus came. 

One verse in our B i b l e  where th i s  word contentment i s  used 
but where it i s  trans l ated with another word , is 2 Cor. 9 : 8 . 
L i sten to i t :  

And God i s  able to make a l l grace abound toward you , 
that ye , a lways hav i ng a l l  suff i c i ency i n  a l l  th i ngs , 
may abound to every good work. 

"Suff i c i ency" i s  the word I refer to . The contented person 
i s  the person who has enoug h .  The d i fference w ith a 
Christian i s  that he can know that he has exactly what the 
Lord wants h im  to have when , from a human po int of v i ew ,  he 
has come rea l  needs . 

But , you and I shou l d  ask , how d i d  Pau l f i nd contentment? 
- - - - - - - -- --
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The answer: He " l earned " it ! 

By nature we are not contented . We are not sat i sf i ed. No , 
by nature we are murmurers ! Very few th i ngs rea l ly p l ease 
u s .  We a l ways are w i sh i ng that we had more than we have , 
and we a l ways want our c i rcumstances to be d ifferent from 
what they are.  

Modern advert i s i ng cap ita l i zes on  our  l ack of  contentment. 
A l l  day l ong we are being to l d  that we cannot be happy i f  
we d o  not have th i s ,  o r  that. And then when we get those 
thi ngs , we are not sat i sf i ed because the i r  are other thi ngs 
that we w ish  we had . 

Pau l  had l earned a great l es son wh ich very few of the Lord ' s  
people  have l earned . Th ink of how rare i t  i s  to f i nd even 
among Christians  today a tru ly  contented person . You do 
not ta l k  to any of us very l ong before you d i scover th i s .  

Not i ce the word " l earned " for a moment . 

It i s  a word wh ich  i nd i c ates a teach ing s i tuat ion--perhaps 
I cou l d  even suggest go i ng to schoo l .  

If  we are goi ng to l earn , 
1 )  there must be a teacher, 
2 )  there must be a subj ect wh ich  i s  to be taught ,  
3 )  there must be  a pup i l --someone who needs to  l earn what 

the teacher i s  prepared to teach .  

Pau l was the pup i l .  No one wi l l  l earn much unt i l  he rea l 
i zes that he needs to l earn . 

The Lord i s  the Teacher--the only  Teacher. 

The subject i s  contentment .  The textbook i s  the B i b l e .  
The test i ng takes p l ace every day we l i ve.  And how often we 
fai  I. 

But there i s  an i nterest ing th ing about th i s  word , " l earned ;' 
wh i c h  i s  suggested by A .  T .  Robertson i n  h i s  comments on i t .  
He sa id  that Pau l expressed t h i s  i n  such a way a s  t o  imp l y  
that h e  was l ook ing back over h i s  who l e  l i fe a s  a u n i t  to 
i n d i cate that th i s  was the main  th i ng that the-Lora-fiad been 
teach i ng h im ever s i nce he became a ch i l d of God . 

And what ev i dence there i s  i n  th i s  Ep ist le  that he had 
" l earned " h i s  l esson wel l !  He had a pos i t i ve v i ew about 
h i s  impri sonment.  He cou l d  speak of death w ithout fear. 
He showed more concern about the Ph i l ipp ians  than he d i d  
about himse l f .  He had such an understand i ng o f  the 
sovereignty of God that he knew thi ngs were j ust as the Lord 
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wanted them t o  be. 

And so Epaphroditus d i d  not f i nd Pau l anx i ous  and d i straught ! 
He found h i m  happy , and peacefu l ,  and contented . 

How cou l d  Paul  be l i ke th i s  when human ly  speak i ng h i s  c i rcum
stances were so bad? 

My last po int i s :  

I I I .  H IS  STRENGTH ( P h i l .  4 : 1 3 ) .  

Let me make one th ing c lear: We never graduate from the 
Lord ' s  schoo l . There are a l ways advanced courses to be 
taken in the same department . And we never l eave our Teacher 
beh i n d .  He i s  a l ways with us to see how we are do i ng .  In  
fact , He is  a l ways with us  to make sure that we do wel l .  

Note what Pau l wrote i n  th i s  1 3th verse. ( Read i t . ) What 
a statement th is  i s !  

Some MSS l eave out "through Chri st" so that we wou l d  then 
trans l ate i t ,  

I have strength for a l l  thi ngs through H i m  Who 
pours strength i nto me. 

Now there i s  no question but that He was speak ing of Christ.  
Cf.  Ga l .  2 : 20 .  But He a l so cou l d  have been speak i ng of the 
Father ( Co l .  1 : 1 1 ) ,  and of the Ho l y  Sp i rit  ( Eph . 5 : 1 8 ) . 

The contented Christian i s  not some super g i ant of a person . 
No , he i s  i n  h imself j ust as weak and he l p l ess and dependent 
as ever . But he l i ves h i s  l i fe i n  dependence upon God , and 
upon Chri st ,  and upon the Ho ly  Spi ri t ,  knowing that i n  
h imself h e  i s  not ready for anyth i n g ,  but i n  Them He i s  
ready for anything  that comes a l ong , and perfectly sat i sf ied 
w ith what God does with H im .  

Pau l had " l earned , "  he  had been " i nstructed , "  i n  the 
absol ute suff i c iency of Chri st--and so he was a l ways content
ed . 

Conc l :  Of course the greatest examp l e  of a contented persons 
that we have i n  the B i b l e  i s  our Lord Jesus Christ.  

And l et us remember th i s  when we read or hear Heb.  4 : 1 5 ,  
For we have not a n  h i gh pri est wh ich  cannot be touched 
w ith the fee l i ng of our inf i rmit ies ; but was i n  a l l 
poi nts tempted l i ke as we are ,  yet without s i n .  

Let me rem i nd you of what our Lord sa id  on one occas i on--a state
ment fu l l  of mean ing .  It i s  found i n  Matt . 1 1 .  Read the who l e  
chapter i n  the l i ght of what i s  s a i d  i n  verse 25 . Note the 
c i rcumstances regard i ng John the Bapt i st ' s  quest i on .  See how 
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oppos it ion was being to ar ise agai nst the Lord . And then see 
not on ly  that the Lord prayed , but how He prayed . And then the 
chapter c l oses w ith that grac ious ca l l  from our Lord which , i n  
i tself ,  means CONTENTMENT ! 

Have you rea l i zed that th i s  i s  why you are where you are today? 
Have you rea l i zed that th i s  i s  why you have experienced the 
tri a l s  that you have had th i s  past week? 

The Lord i s  our Teacher, and He i s  seek i ng to show us that we 
can be abso l utely contented , fee l i ng our need of noth i ng e l s e ,  
as l ong as we have H I M !  

He wi l l  never fa i l  us . He i s  never inadequate . But th i s  i s  
what we must l earn . On ly  a Christian knows that you can at the 
same t ime have noth i ng and yet possess a l l  th i ngs . Cf . 2 Cor. 
6 : 1 0 .  



TBC -- 1 /20/85 a .m .  

A PATHWAY TO BLESSING 
Ph i l ippians  4 : 1 4-23 

F 

Intro : There are many th ings for us to learn when we become 
Chri st i ans : 

1 )  The need for B i b l e  read i ng .  
2 )  The need to obey the Word of God . 
3 )  The need to pray . 
4 )  The need for d i v i ne he l p  and bless i ng ,  the m i n i stry of the 

Holy Sp i r i t .  
5 )  The need for fel l owsh i p  with other Christ ians ,  the impor

tance of the churc h .  
6 )  W itnes s i ng--by l ife and by word of mouth.  

But one  thing that is  very important , and wh ich we usua l ly 
l earn the wrong way , i s  what the B i b l e  teaches about g i v ing , 
and about the use of our money. 

The B i b l e  p l a i n ly teaches that "the love of money i s  the root 
of a l l  ev i l "  ( 1  Tim.  6 : 1 0 ) ,  but it i s  equa l ly true that when 
we honor the Lord with our money , it can be the means of great 
b l es s i ng ! 

- -- - - -

Remember,  though , that when we ta l k  about g i v i ng to the Lord , 
or about g i v i ng to the Lord ' s  work , we are ta l k i ng about that 
wh ich has to do with the peop l e  of God . If you are not a 
Chri st i a n ,  God does not want your money , and the church shou l d  
not appea l for your money. God wants your heart . That comes 
f i rst.  What the B i b l e  says about g i v ing to the Lord a l ways 
has to do with those who are the Lord ' s  peop l e .  And the 
church commits a grievous s i n  aga i nst God when she goes to 
the world  for f i nanc i a l  he l p .  

The church a l so s i n s  when she puts her own people  under bondage 
and under pressure to g i ve .  That i s  one reason we do not pass 
an offering p l ate . I n  fact , we do not even own any . We have 
an offering box at the back of the aud itori um where be l i evers 
may g i ve i s  they so des i re ,  but remember that the Word say s ,  
speak ing to the church , 

Every man accord i ng as he purposeth i n  h i s  heart , 
so l et h im g ive ;  notigrwog l ngly , or or necessIty :  
for God loveth a cheerful  g i ver ( 2  Cor . 9 : 7 )  

So , Chri st i ans  are to g i ve to the Lord , but they are to g i ve 
from the heart , and , as our text for today shows u s ,  we are 
to expect that our g i v i ng wi l l  bring b lessing  to us as i t ,  
f i rst of a l l , bri ngs g l ory to God . 

I wou l d  be remiss  i n  my respons ib i l it ies as your pastor not to 
teach you what the Word of God has to say about g i v i ng ,  about 
the way you and I are to honor the Lord with our money . Th i s  
i s  one o f  the pathways to b les s i ng spoken of i n  the Word . 
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I t  i s  i nterest i ng to see how the Apost l e  Paul  spoke about the 
g i v i ng of the Ph i l ippians  as i t  re l ated to h imse l f .  He needed 
the i r  g i ft , and yet he d i dn ' t !  He was thankfu l for i t ,  but 
the Lord had taught h im  how to go without i t ,  if that were the 
wi l l  of God . How d i fferent th i s  i s  from what we hear today . 
From what you hear over rad i o  and te l ev i s i o n ,  and from much of 
the ma i l  you receive from Christian workers , you wou l d  think  
that God and  His  work are fac i ng co l l apse. We are hounded with 
appea l s  for money ! - --

How d ifferent are Paul ' s  word s .  

L i sten t o  what h e  wrote to the Cori nth i ans  i n  2 Cor. 1 2 : 1 4 ,  
Beho l d ,  the th ird t ime I am ready to come to you ; 
and I w i l l  not be burdensome to you : 
for I seek not your ' s ,  but you : 
for the-aniTOren ought not �Iay up for the parents ,  
but the parents for the ch i l dren . 

( Exp I a i n i t .  ) 
And then he wrote i n  the beg i nn i ng of the fol l ow i ng verse : 

And I wi l l  very g l ad ly  spent and be spent 
for you . . . 

I l l u s :  Charl i e  R iggs , who wou l d  not receive any honorarium 
when he came to West Memori a l , but l eft $50 on our 
dresser for us i n  those days when $50 was a week ' s  
i ncome for us ! 

When the Lord was tra i n i ng H i s  d i sc ip les he s a i d ,  " Free ly  ye 
have rece i ved , freely g i ve "  (Matt . 1 0 : 8 ) .  I nstead , the church 
today asks for p l edges , and may send you a b i l l  if you get 
beh i nd i n  it .  And a lmost every organ i zat i on c l a im i ng to be 
Christian i s  conduct ing semi nars these days , but you can only  
get i n  on i t  i f  you pay a fee--and often i t  is  a l arge fee . 
Where do you f i nd � bas i s  for th is  i n  the Word of God? 

If you know the Lord as your Sav iour,  you have a great respons i 
b i l ity to honor the Lord with your money , but the tact ics  of 
churches and other Christian works to get money have strayed 
far from the teach ing of Scripture. As in so many other 
thi ngs , i n  what we do and i n  what we teach about g i v i n g ,  we 
need to get back to the B i b l e .  

But let me po int  out someth i ng e l se very wonderfu l  from our 
textregardlng g iVIng . It I S  fOliiiO TrlVerse 18. Itls th i S :  
GIVTNG IS A PRIES I Lv WORl<." --

One of the many truths that was re-d i scovered during the t ime 
of the Protestant Reformation was the priesthood of bel i evers .  
Th i s  i s  taught i n  such verses as  1-peter 2:5 ,  9. -rRead. J  

I n  our text we have it  i n  the words i n  verse 1 8 ,  "an odour 



Phi l .  4 : 1 4-23 ( 3 )  

of a sweet sme l l ,  a sacr i f i ce acceptab l e ,  we l l p l ea s i ng to God . "  

When the Lord ' s  peop l e  g i ve because they want to p l ease the 
Lord , because they l ove the Lord , because they l ove H i s  servants 
and H i s  work , it i s  j ust as p l ea s i ng to God as were the burnt 
and mea l and peace offerings of the OT pri esthood ! 

But i f  we g i ve because it  i s  tax deduct i b l e ,  or because we fee l 
that we have to , or because we want peop l e  to know that we g i v e ,  
there wi l l  be n o  b l ess i ng i n  that ! These verses i n  Ph i l ippi ans 
4 g i ve us  an exce l l ent p i cture of the k i nd of g i v i ng wh i ch 
p leases the Lord . And note from the l atter part of verse 1 5  
how rare th i s  k i nd of g1vlng was even in thoseaaYS! 

-

There i s  obv iously  much more i n  the B ib le  about g i v i ng than we 
have here i n  Ph i l i pp i ans  4 ,  but we want to concentrate on what 
we have here . I have sa id  that Pau l deSignates g i v i ng as A 
PATHWAY TO BLESSING .  What k i nd of b l ess i n g ,  or b les s i ngs? 
Let us see . 

I .  A BLESSI NG FOR ALL ETERN ITY ( Ph i l .  4 : 1 7 ) .  

G iv ing i s  not j ust someth ing that has to do with th is  l ife ; 
the resu lts  w i l l  be experienced for a l l  etern ity .  

Do you rea l ly bel i eve thi s? 

L i sten to these words of our Lord found in Mark 9 : 4 1 , 
For whosoever sha l l  g i ve you a cup of water 
i n  my name , because ye be l ong to Chr i st ,  
ver i ly I say unto you , he sha l l not lose h i s  reward . 

Do you bel ieve that? IT IS TRUE ! 

Paul  sa id  that one reason he de l ighted i n  the i r  g i ft was 
not because he wanted the i r  money , but because he wanted 
them to have some rewards when they got to heaven ! 

Don ' t  be the k i nd of a Christian who i s  not interested i n  
rewards ! 

I I .  A BLESS I NG FOR THE PRESENT ( Ph i l .  4 : 1 8 ) .  

Noth i ng bri ngs us greater j oy ,  noth i ng brings u s  more rea l  
j oy ,  than to know that what we are do i ng i s  p l ea s i ng to 
the Lord . G i v ing p l eases the Lord when we do i t  because 
we l ove Him and want to g l or ify Him.  

I l l us :  The l ady i n  Vancouver whose husband wou l d  not let 
her have money for the church , so she gave her 
bus fare for her trip  home , and then wa l ked home . 

Remember that it  i s  not the amount we g ive ,  but the moti ve 
and the sp i rit i n  wh ich  we g i ve .  
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But not ice a th ird b l ess i ng :  

I I I .  A BLESSI NG FOR ALL PRESENT AND FUTURE TIME ( Ph i l .  4 : 1 9 ) .  

Th i s  verse i s  often taken out of context . It i s  a promise 
to those who g i ve l i ke the Phi l ipp ians gave to Pau l .  

The Ph i l i pp ian church was not a wealthy church . I n  fact , 
it  was j ust the opposite .  They probably  were g i v i ng what 
they rea l ly needed for themse l ves . But they gave anyway 
because they l oved the Lord and they loved Pau l .  So what 
d i d  Paul  te l l  them , knowing the i r  c i rcumstances? He to l d  
them that the Lord wou l d  not l et them go w ithout the i r  
needs bei ng met . 

Dwel l on those word , " But my God • . •  " 

Not ice the certa i nty : " Sha l l  supp ly . "  

Not i ce the comprehen s i  veness of the prom ise :  "Al l . "  What 
needs do we have--materi a l ly ,  phys ica l l y ,  sp i ritual ly? 

Notice  the i nexhaust i b l e ,  d i v i ne resources : "accord i ng to 
h i s  r iches i n  g lory by Chri st Jesus . "  

Shame on us that we g i ve the impres s i on to each other as 
we l l  as to the world  that our God is  a pauper Who i s  
dependent upon H i s  people  for the needs of H i s  work , and 
that He cannot do more unt i l we do more ! What d i shonor 
we bring upon H i s  Name by the tact ics  we use .  God i s  not 
dependent upon u s ;  we are dependent upon H i m !  W e  cannot 
g i ve to Him un less He g i ves to us , but when we g i ve to H im ,  
then He  wi l l  not l et us  go  with unmet need s .  

Conc l : And so what i s  the conc lus ion ?  

Here it  i s  i n  verse 20 : 
Now unto God and our Father 
be g l ory for ever and ever . Amen . 

God was to be g lorif ied because of what the Ph i l i pp i ans  gave 
to Pau l ,  and He a l one was to be g lorified because of the bless
ings they wou l d  experience in return . 

The l ast three verses conta i n  greetings ,  and a prayer . How 
prec ious was the fel lowsh i p  between Paul  and the Ph i l i pp ian 
church ! 


