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THE GLORIOUS DOCTRINE OF ELECTION 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 

and other related Scriptures 

Intro: There is no clearer statement in all of Scripture of the glorious 
doctrine of election than what we have in 2 Thessalonians 2, 13 

and 14. There are those who say that election has to do with what happens 
to us after we are saved, but that it has nothing to do with who is going to 

be saved. However, it is very hard, in fact impossible, to get around what 
the Apostle Paul wrote in this verse to the church at Thessalonica. He said 
that we have been chosen ... to salvation. And the fact that this was done 
"from the beginning" excludes any possibility that we had anything to do 
with it. In his letter to the church at Ephesus which probably was circu
lated also to other churches, Paul was obviously speaking of salvation 
when he said that God has "blessed us with all spiritual blessings in hea
venly places in Christ: According as He hath chosen us in Him [Christ] 
before the foundation of the world" (Eph. 1:3,4). So God's blessing of us 
with salvation was "according to," or in agreement with, the choice He 
made of us "before the foundation of the world." 

One thing to notice about both of these passages which I have mentioned, 
2 Thess. 2: 13 and 14, and Eph. 1:3 and 4, is that they both were written by 
Paul expressing his thanksgiving to God. To thank God for something is 
to say that He is responsible for that which we are thanking Him. Paul did 

not congratulate either the Thessalonians or the Romans that they had 
chosen Christ, but that God had chosen them. We praise Him for what He 
has done. Paul also went on to tell the Ephesians in chapter 2 that their 
salvation was "not of themselves," and "not of works." God ordained our 
salvation so that we would have nothing to boast about in ourselves. And 
it wasn't that God chose us because He knew that we would be seeking 
Him because the Scriptures make it very clear that "there is none that 
seeketh after God" (Rom. 3: II b where it is a quotation from Psa. 14:2, 3, 

and practically the same words are found in Psa. 53 :2, 3). 

But in spite of all that we can say there are those who prefer to overlook 
this great truth of Scripture. Some are so intent on hanging on to what 
they call their "free will," that they cannot accept this doctrine as it is so 
clearly stated in Scripture. But that is their loss. Sin has totally depraved 
the human heart, and the only way we could be reached with the Gospel 
was for the Lord to choose us, and then to seek us, and finally to draw us 

to Christ, even giving us the faith to trust Christ. Before we were saved, 
our wills led us farther and farther from God until God in His grace won 
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our hearts in fulfillment of the choice that He made of us "before the 
foundation of the world." 

But let me remind you that God's choice of us before the foundation of the 
world, and His calling of us during our lifetime, are two doctrines that are 
linked together. It is God's calling of us that brought us to Christ that also 
is in accordance with His choice of us before the foundation of the world. 
Romans 8:28-30 makes this clear. Let me read those verses to you: 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according to his 
purpose. 
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren. 
30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: 
and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified (Rom. 8:28-30). 

Our salvation is the outworking of His purpose. We are "the called accor
ding to His [God's) purpose." We didn't have anything to do with what 
God's purposes were, but, thank God, we were included in His purpose to 
save. And this purpose guarantees that God will take us from His purpose 
in predestination all the way to our glorification, which is yet future for all 
of us. 

But tonight I want us to think of the present objectives that God had in 
choosing us for salvation. And first let me take you to 

I. JOHN 15:18, 19. 

What got me thinking about this was that this past week I was reading in 
the Gospel of John, especially in that section which we call our Lord's 
Upper Room Discourse. That is not the best title we could give to John 13 
through 16 because chapters 15 and 16 were not spoken in the Upper 
Room, but on the way to Gethsemane. However, in verses 18 and 19 we 
have two verses which have something very important to tell us about our 
election to salvation. Let me read these to you. 

18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it 
hated you. 
19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but 
because ye are not of the world. but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you (John 15:18-19). 
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I was struck by those word, "but I have chosen you out of the world." 

In our Lord's prayer in John 17 He touched upon this again as He spoke to 
His Father. Note verse 6, for example: 

I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me 
out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and 
they have kept thy word (John 17:6). 

And then farther down in the prayer we find these words: 
14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, 
because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 
16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth (John 
17: 14-17). 

This should bring to mind other passages in which the Apostles spoke of 
our relationship with the world. Let me mention three of them. First, 
Romans 12:1,2. (Quote.) 

Next, I John 2:15-17. 

And finally, 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1. 

There was a time in all of our lives before we were saved, when we be
longed to the world. We were in the world, and of the world. But the 
Lord changed all of that when He saved us. We are still in the world, but 
we don't belong to the world, and therefore we are not to live like the 
world. When God ordained our salvation, a part of that plan was that our 
relationship with the world would be forever changed. The world no 
longer is to determine how we live, how we speak, the pleasures that we 
enjoy, to a great extent - how we dress. I thought of this today when Tom 
was teaching the first part of the life of Moses, and he reminded us of what 
the writer of Hebrews said about Moses decision to identify with the 
people of Israel and to break with the Egyptians. And these are the verses 
that Tom read to us: 

24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; 
25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 
26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the 
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reward (Heb. I I  :24-26). 

Don't you wonder if this was the time when Moses was really saved? If 
not, it was surely the time when the truth of God began to grip his heart in 
a new way, and he made his break with the world and all that it had to 
offer him. 

It marks a real turning point in the life of any Christian when we realize 
that Christ died not only to save us from our sins, but He died to save us 
from the world and all of its ungodly influences upon our lives. We have 
learned in 2 Peter 1:4 that we have "escaped the corruption that is in the 
world through lust." So why do we go to the world to seek our satisfac
tion in anything? It is difficult to avoid the effect of the world upon us, 
but we certainly should not seek it. As Paul told the Corinthians , we are 
to perfect "holiness in the fear of God." 

We have looked at a number of verses which have to do with the world. 
Now let us go back to another verse in John 15. 

II. JOHN 15:16. 

Here is our word "chosen" again. Here are two purposes that God had in 
choosing His disciples, and the sarne applies to us. 

A. We were chosen to bear fruit. 

B. We were chosen to experience answers to prayer. 

Now there has always been a question about what kind of fruit the Lord 
was speaking about. And it is not easy to say whether the Lord was speak
ing here about the fruit of the Spirit in our lives, or bearing fruit in the 
sense that we will reach others with the Gospel. Perhaps both are involved 
because it is certain that the kind of lives we live has a definite bearing 
upon whether or not our prayers are answered. 

In our Lord's prayer to which I referred a few moments ago after speaking 
of the fact that the Lord was leaving His disciples in the world, He went 
on to say this to the Father in heaven: 

Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall be
lieve on me through their word (John 17:20). 

So the Lord was anticipating that others would be brought to the Savior 
through the witness of the disciples. But in our verse here in John 15 we 
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see that prayer was also involved. Did you ever relate the privilege that 
you and I have in prayer to the doctrine of election? Well, it certainly is 
here. It is the elect of God who enjoy this priceless privilege, and it is all 
traceable to the fact that the Lord has chosen us. Don't you agree that we 
ought to call election a glorious doctrine? 

I hope that we all have started to give more attention to verses which tell 
us more about blessings and privileges, as well as warning, that are con
nected with this great doctrine which we should love with all of our hearts. 

But let me mention one more before I close, and in some respects this 
verse focuses upon the greatest blessing of all. 

III. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:9. 

Listen to what this verse says: 
God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord (I Cor. 1:9). 

When God chose us, it was an absolute guarantee that He would call us. 
He has not only called us out of our sins, and away from the world. He 

has not only called us to bear fruit, and to experience answers to prayer. 
But that which is the great of all, and that which gives power and blessing 
to all of the other purposes God has had in saving us, is that we were 
"called unto the fellowship of' God's "Son Jesus Christ our Lord." We 
have been called to a life of communion with the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
have been called to partake in all that He is. 

I love Mark's account of the appointment of our Lord's Apostles, and the 
way he expressed it. He said this, "And He," speaking of our Lord, or
dained twelve, that they should be with Him." That came before the mira
cles that they were to perform. It came before the messages that they were 
to proclaim. He called them "that they should be with Him." 

We, too, have been "called unto the fellowship" of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
You see, He chose us because He wanted us! There is no way that we 
could contribute anything to an infinite, holy, sovereign, faithful Savior
no way! And as amazing as it may sound to us, God chose us because He 
wanted us. And Christ died for us because He wanted us! And the Holy 
Spirit has brought conviction to our hearts, and He has drawn us to Christ 
because He wanted us. 
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But the point for all of us to consider in this is, How important is it to me 
that I have fellowship with Him? 

I know from experience that it is easy to get so occupied with all that I do 
to serve the Lord, that it is easy for me to neglect the Lord Himself. God 
has saved us to make us like His Son, and one of the main ways that He is 
working out that in our lives is through the fellowship that we have with 
Him. I can't understand at all why the Lord would want me, but He does. 
And I almost have as much trouble wondering why the Lord would want 
any of you, but He does! When He chose us, He was choosing us as a part 
of that great company of people who will be with Him for all eternity. 
That is a long, long time - although time will not be our concern then. 

Concl: As I close, I want to go back to the verses where I started in 
2 Thess. 2: 13, 14. I have pointed out to you before that this verse 

covers the whole gamut of our salvation. It includes our justification, our 
sanctification, and ultimately our glorification -just as Paul said it would 
in Rom. 8:28-30. And all of these blessings of salvation are finnly rooted 
in this glorious doctrine of election. And we have trusted in Christ be
cause He was seeking us, and now we belong to Him. 

Let us make sure that our lives are directed by the purposes of God in our 
salvation, and that every day we do what Paul did when this doctrine of 
election was being discussed: he praised the Lord that He had been cho
sen of God. 


