
THE GOSPEL OF �OHN 

Introductory Material. 

For a more accurate view of any book in the Bible 

,_, it should be seen in its relationship to the other books 
of the Bible. All books have one thing in common--they 
are a revelation of Christ. Cf. John 5:39, 46; Luke 24: 
25-27, 44; Acts 8:26-35. 

A suggested outline of the Bible: 
1. The Old Testament: The Messiah promised 

II. 
III. 

IV. 

and anticipated. 
The Gospels: The God-man revealed. 
The Acts: The risen Lord proclaimed. 
The Epistles: The power of the indwelling 
Christ. 

V. The Revelation: 
·Christ. 

The final exaltation of 

Since the Gospels come in a group, it is helpful to 

( see them in their relationship to each other. The 
� Scriptures themselves provide abundant illustration. 

To whom is each Gospel written? 

Matthew--to � Jews. There are about 65 quotations 
from and allusions to the Old Testament. The genealogy 
at the beginning would have peculiar interest for the 
Jew. Cf. 10:5, 6; 15:24. 

Mark--to the B�. In this book there are only 
a few references to Old Test�nt prophecy, and, on the 
other hand, Jewish words and customs are explained 
(3:17; 5:41; 7:1-4, 11, 34). It is supposed to have 
been written in Rome at the request of the Romans that 
Mark put Peter's preaching into writing. 

Luke--to the Greeks. It is addressed to Theophilus, 
and in the book there is some substitution of Greek 
names for Hebrew. 

John--to all men. It supplements the other Gospels. 

How does each Gospel present Christ? 

\ Matthew-!!!a King. Zech. 9:9, "Rejoice g,eatly, 0 
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daughter of Zion; shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem: beholf!, 
thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salva
tion: lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt 
the foal of an ass. " Cf. also Matt. 2:2; 21:5; 22:11; 
25:34; 27:11, 37, 42. 

Mar�--� Servant. I sa. 42:1, "Behold!1l:l: llilrvant, 
whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; 
I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth 
judgment to the Gentiles." 

Luke--lll! Son of !!!!m (humanity). Zech. 6:12, "And 
speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, 
saying, Behold the !!!!m.whose name is The BRANCH; and he 
shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the 
temple of the Lord." 

l2!m--lll! Son of God (Deity). Isa. 40:9, "0 Zion, 
that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high 
mountain; 0 Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift 
up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; 
say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your �!" 

Further illustration of these points of emphasis: 

The four Gospels in the order in which we now have 
them follow the line of the old Hebrew �ncampment: 

1. Matthew surveys the Theocracy in its 
entirety. The whole camp is seen surrounding the 
King. 

2. � is the outer court, the place of 
service and sacrifice. 

3. Luke is the Holy Place, where stood the 
seven-branched candlestick of witne ss, and the 
table 0' shewbread, or communion. 

4. John leads us within the veil, into the 
Holiest of all. 

The composition of the Veil £f � Tabernacle also 
typifies the Gospels (Exod. 26:31; 36:36; Heb. 10:19, 
20) • 

1. Purple, royal color--Matthew. 
2. Scarlet, priestly service--Mark. 
3. White, fine twined linen--�. 
4. Blue, heavenly color--John. 
Note: The cherubim on the veil lead u s  to 

Ezekiel's vision (Ezek. 1:4-10) which is shown to 



JOHN - 3 

be of cherubim a s  explained in Ezek. 10:8-15. The 
� figure with four heads would serve to indicate 
that there is only � Gospel, but four presenta
tions according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

'" Ezekiel's vision (1:4-10; cf. Rev. 4:6, 7): 
1. Lion--Matthew. Rev. 5:5, "And one of the 

elder s saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion 
of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath pre
vailed to open the book, and to loose the seven 
seals thereof." 

2. Ox--Mark. Pictures service and sacrifice. 
3. Man--Luke. 
4. Eagle--John. As on eagle's wings He bears 

the believer into the Father's pre sence. 

The Levitical Offerings (Lev. 1-5): 
1. Trespass--Matthew, Christ putting away sin 

by the perfection of His atoning sacrifice. Cf. 
Zech. 9:9. 

2. §1n--�, Christ meeting the depths of 
human need. 

3. Peace--�, the fellowship and communion 
of the worshipper through Christ. Cf. 1 Tim. 2:5. 

4. Burnt--�, the self-emptied devotedne s s  
of Christ to the Father as  He offer s Himself with
out spot to God. Thus, worship. 

Note: Meal--combines all four Gospels, typi
fying Christ in life, His absolute perfection in 
every regard. 

\. The Old Te stament idea of "the Branch": 
1. Branch of David--Matthew. Jer. 23: 5, 

"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
raise � David � righteous Branch, and � King 
shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment 
and ju stice in the earth." See also I sa. 11:1; 
Jer. 33:15. 

I) 2. Servant, the Branch--Mark. Zech. 3:8, 
"Hear now, 0 Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy 
fellow s that sit before thee: for they are men 
wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth Sl 
servant the BRANCH." ' 

3. The!!!!!!l whose � is the Br!lnch--�. 
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Zech. 6:12, "And speak unto him, saying, Thus 
speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Behold the � 
whose � is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out 
of his place, and he shall build the temple of the 
Lord." 

4. Branch of Jehovah--John. Isa. 4:2, "In 
that day shall the branch of the Lord be heautiful 
and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be 
excellent and comely for them that are escaped of 
IsraeL" 

� John's vision (Rev. 19:11-16): 
1. King of kings and Lord of lords--Matthew. 
2. Faithful and �--Mark. 
3. A � wri tten 1!!!!: !lQ !!!!!! knew--Luke. 
4. The Word of Qgg--John. 

Suggested key verses: 
1. Matt. 27:37, "And set up over his head his 

accusation written, THIS IS JFBUS THE KING OF THE 
JEWS. n 

2. Mark 10:45. 
3. Luke 19:10. 
4. John 20: 31. 

One particular feature is prominent in all four 
Gospels: Christ � the Saviour. This is emphasized Qy 
the fact that all four Evangelists record the suffering, 
death, and resurrection of Christ. See also. 

1. Matt. 1:21. 
2. Mark 10:45. 
3. Luke 19: 10. 
4. John 3: 17. 

The Prologue (1:1-18) - before the incarnation -
anticipates the first coming; the Epilogue (21) - after 
the resurrection - anticipates the second coming (GT). 

The first 12 chapters record the happenings in 
Judea, Samaria, and Galilee covering approximately 3 
years; the � 2 chapters record the events whi.ch took 
place in one city, Jerusalem, and extent. over just a 
few days. (GT) 



JOHN - 5 

OUTLINE OF JOHN'S GOSPEL: 
I. The Son of God incarnate (1:1-18). 

II. The Son of God revealed as the Saviour 
(1:19-12:50) • 

III. The Son of God teaching His disciples 
(13-16) • 

IV. The Son of God as High Priest (17). 
V. The Son of God in suffering, death, and 

re surrection (18-21). 
Note: The key words of the Gospel are be1i� 
and life. 

THE EXEGESIS: 

I. The Son of God incarnate (1: 1-18) • 

The first 18 verses explain everything which 'follows 
in 1:19-20:29. (GCM ) 

G. Campbell Morgan suggests verses 1, 14, and 18 
gives the main declarations of the passage. Put the 
corresponding parts of verses 1 and 14 together; then 
the first part of verse 18 goes with verse 1 while the 
second part goes with verse 14. 

A. His pre incarnate state (1:1-10). 

1. As the Word (1: I) • 

1:1 The Word (cf. Heb. 1:1, 2). See also "dec1ar-. 
ed" of John 1:18. Christ is the expression of God. 

"Was" - imperfect of continuous existence. 
The three expressions indicate: 

a. The eternity of the Word. 
b. The personality of the Word. "With" 

face to face, as in 1 John 2:1. It in
dicates equality, intimacy, and, conse
quently, fellowship. 

I' 3. The Deity of the Word. 

2. As Creator (1:2-5). 

1:2 Such as the Word was with God in the timeless 
Qeginning of eternity, so He was with Him at the moment 
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of creation. 

1:3 The Word �, but all other things became. 
God the Father is the source; God the Son is the 

agent of creation - "bY" or "through." Cf. also 1 Cor. 
8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2. 

1:4 "In Him was life" - all life, physical, 
spiritual, and eternal. 

Only "men" of all creation are capable of receiving 
the light of life. Life and light are interchangeable 
here. 

1:5 There is both a contrast and a conflict here. 
"Darkness" - human ruin and failure. 

"Comprehended" - overtake, or overcome. The dark
ness never has and never will extinguish the light. 
Man, the highest order of earthly creation,through sin 
has fallen lower than animals (cf. Isa. 113). Animals 
will not defy and oppose �od, but men w11l! 

3. A! the Light (1:6-10). 

1:6 From among "men" (1:4) there came a "man." 
The ministry of John'the Baptist is transitional, mark
ing the close of the former dispensation and the beginn
ing of the new. 

1.:1 John came as "a witness." This word occurs 
times in this Gospel. The object of the witness is 

that men might "believe." Here we have the first 
appearance of this key word. 

1:8 He was not the Light, but he was! light (John 
5:35)�B all believers are (Matt. 5:14). 

1:9 See the Greek reading of this verse. Darby: 
"The true light was that which, coming into the world, 
lightens (sheds it light upon) every man." 

1.ilQ "He was" - preincarnately because omnipresent. 
"Knew Him not" - failed and refused to know him, 

here in His preincarnate state, later as God in the 
flesh (1:26). Jo>\;J 11',1S; I ,-DI6, ,",,,-, 
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1. The rejection of the Messiah (1: 11). 
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hll See the Greek here. "His own" is not the 
same word in both cases: H1� � things - creation; 
His own people - Israel but also all men (.)ee,,\ '�'. ';,,'" 
__ __ _ _ , � \..0�i:. ,q·.I�) 

Here we have "his own" who rejected; in 13:1, "hi. 
own" who received. Thus, we are introduced here to the 
twofold reaction toward the incarnate Word which will be 
seen throughout the Gospel: rejection, or reception. 

2. The offer of Himself to all!!!m! (1:12, 13). 

1:12 A great Gospel Verse. Receiving is believing; 
believing is receiving. 

"To become" - what they had not been before. 

1:13 There is a difference here in the MSS. Some 
read "who was born," making the verse refer to Christ 
and so having here the Virgin Birth. The reading of the 
AV, however, is to be preferred. 

3. � mystery 2! � Person (1:14). 

1:14 The same name for Christ as in 1:1 - "the 
Word." Whatever it meant there, it means the same here. 
Thus, the incarnate Word retained His Deity (cf. Phil. 
2:5-8). 

"Was made," or better, "became" - a new manifesta
tion of the Word. "Flesh" - the whole fact of the hmnan 
nature. "What a profound mystery these words coverl" 
(FBM) 

"Dwelt" - tabernacled, pitched his tent. The Taber
nacle in the wilderness represents the Incarnation. See 
also 2:21. 

"Beheld" - we inspected, saw completely. The same 
word is found also in 1:32 and 1:38. "His glory" - the 
Shekinah glory. "Only begotten" is eternal Sonship, 
and does not refer to the incarnation. 

The glory described - "full of grace and truth." 
This is the smn total of Christianity, the revelation 
of that which could not be discovered, for the purpose 
of reception and obedience by men. 
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C. The superiority of the incarnate Person of Christ 
(1:15-18). 

- -

1. Superior to � witness (1:15). 

J. 1: 15 "After me" - in time. "Is become before me" 

I � 

- in rank. "He was before me" - in eternity. This is 
the Apostle John's report of the witness which the 
Baptist had made of Christ. 

2. Superior to Moses and the Law (1:16, 17). 

1:16 Not "and," but "for," explaining further 
Christ's Buperiority. 

"Out of His fulness" - the only time John uses the 
the word. The thought points to the inexhaustible re
sources of Christ. 

"Received" completes "beheld" (1:14). Cf. Col. 
1:19; 2:9, 10. Such truth applies to all believers. 

"Grace for grace" - taking the place of, illustrated 
by the manna in the wilderness. Cf. Matt. 13:12. 

1:17 Moses was only the agent of the Law; Christ 
was the agent of grace and truth, but He also personified 
them. See the Greek. 

"Grace and truth" (plural) "came" (singular) be
cause they are seen in one Person - "Jesus Chris t." 

"Grace is ass ociat ed with Him who is ' Jesus,' and truth 

with Him who is 'Ghrist.'" (GT) 

3. Superior � the Revealer of God (1:18). 

1:18 "No man has ever yet seen God" (cf. John 
5:37; 6:46; Exod. 33:20; Deut. 4:12). R.ev. "-011 

"God only-begotten" (see Greek) - Deity and Sonship. 
"In the bosom of the Father" - the Son came to 

reveal the heart of God. Creation reveals God's wisdom, 
power, and majesty, but only the Son can reveal His 

III heart. 
"Declared Him" - by transliteration, "e�egeted 

Him." "What is exegesis? • • • •  Exegesis is the authori
tative bringing fortht into visibility of that which was 
there all the time, but which was not seen until so 
brought forth." (GCM) 


