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FIRscr 'rlll;:SSALONIANS FOTJR, SIX'rEEN AND SE:VE:WrE:fi:N 

Anyone "'ho reads Paul's first epistle to the Thessalon:i.a:E 
can hardly miss the emphasis on the coming of the Lord 

you find in every chanter: 
Ch. 1:3 ("haDe"), 9, 10. 
Ch. 2:19, 20. 
Ch. 3: 12, 13. 
Ch. 4:13-18--the most extended passage. 
Ch. 5: 23. 

A reading of these passages shows: 
1
2
) H01" the Apostle Paul lived in this expectation. 
) That it clearly was an incentive for him to shO\" his con

cern for the spiritual lives of the Thessa.lonian church. 

As Paul writes we can see the thincs '''hich were most important 
to him for a ministry that Hill prepare the people of God for 
the coming of the Lord. It must include: 

1) The ministry of the Word (1:5, 6). After they had re
ceived the Word and had been transformed, they passed the 
Word on to�others. See 'TV. 7, 8 of ch. 1-

2) Prayer (1:2, 3; 2:13; 3: 9-13; 5:17, 23, 24). 

This has never be� changed. Perha.Ds the dearth of Bible teach
ine: has caused the Church to turn mray from the hope of the Lord 
as it had gripped the hearts of men in the early Church. 

Quite obviously the beli8vers of Thessalonica ",ere oonoerned 
about those ,rho had died Defore the Lord returned. This had 
not been revealed as Paul ',ras to speak of it later in his first 
letter to the Church at Corinth (1 Cor. 15: 51-58). There he 
calls it a mystery, meaning that it ;ras not revealed any place 
in the OT. 

Even "hat our l,ord said in John lL1:1-3, "hile it stated. the 
particulars, did not give details such as '''e have here. They 
kne", that this ,;as their "hODe" (1:3), and that they "'ere "rait
in:." for God's Son from heaven (1:10), but they geeded !!!.9..� 
details. 

Notice the authoritL which Pau� claims for "hat He is about to 
write: "For this we say unto you by the Hord of the Lord." 
He could not have kn01Nl1 it any other ,,,ay. THIS HAn TO BE A 
SPECIAL REVELATION FROM God.! 

They ,,,ere concerned about those who would die before the Lord 
returned. Notice that they were expecting Him to come at any 
time. As time went on, the hope did not die out--a proof that 
it is true. But it did make the living wonder if those ;rho had 
died "[QuId be laoking in any ;ray because of death. Instead of 
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bpi.n" behind, Paul o"ickly shOl"s that they will be ahead. 

rrhere are five thin9:8 Hhir-h Paul TTlentions, in the ord er in 1tlhich 
they ;rill take place, but do not expect to time any of them! 
The most accurate timing rl.evice,rf man will not be able; to keen 
up ;rith thi s. 

PLEASE NOTE ALSO THAT, EVE:N IN THAT DAY, PAUL DID NOT HillICATE 
THAT ANYTHING \vOULD HAVE TO TAKE PLACE BEFORE WE COULD EXPECT 
ALL OF THIS TO TAKE PI,ACE:. IT CAN HAPPEN AT ANY TIME. 

J,et us note the order. 

I. First, about the Lord (1 Th. L1:16a). 

The "Tord, "himself," is emphatic. \Ve can expect that, when 
the time comes for the Church to be translated. to heaven, 
the Lord Himself "rill come for us. He is not going to send 
someone else to get us. 

crhe Father ",ill send the Son in anS1"er to His o"'n prayer in 
John 17:24. 

But at the same time the Lord descends, three other things 
"ill happen simultaneously: 

(1) ",lith a shout." 
(2) ''It/ith the vOic

.
e of the archangel." 

(3) "vlith the trump of God." 

crhe shout means a command. 

Perhaps the best illustration of this is found in John II: 43, 
"And "hen he thus had snoken, he cried ;rith a loud voice, 
I,azarus, come forth." 

S; 
See also John *28, 29. 

crhe voice of the archangel. This ,,,ould seem to be Michael 
accordinl" to Jude 9, Dan.lO:13, 21; 12:1. 

,!hat j s the significance here since it ',lOuld seem that 
Michael al'fay�s concerned with Israel? 

Could it be that since our Lord had a human forerunner "ho 
referred to himself as a voice "'hen the I,ord came the first 
time that He "rUl have an "ngelic forerunner, preparing the 
Hay of the Lord when He comes for His Church. And, since 
this is to be followed by a time of Great Tribulation, could 
tt be that this if: also 8,n aneelic announcement from heaven 
such as ;ras civen the Lord ",hen He "as born of the virgin 
2,000 years aco? 



Ive cannot be dOr';rnatic on tbis, but the evidence> seems to 
indioate that this may be the case. 

The trump of God. If you 'dill read the first few verses of 
Num. 10, you will find the uses of the trumpet in Israel. 
The passage indicates that there was at least one occasion 
"rhen only one trumpet was used--as seems to be the case here 
You find it in Num. 10:4, 

"And if they blo',r but with one trumpet, then the princes, 
who are heads of the thousands of Israel, shall I','ather 
themselves lmto thee." 

Cf. 2 Thess. 2:1. 

Possibly also included is the i.dea, not only that the Church 
is being eathered, but that this is an appeal for the earth 
to turn to Him, L e., those ;rho ,;ill be heading into the 
Great 'fribulation. (Just hOI; much the earth will knOH of 
the Rapture of the Church, we do not knOH.) 

All of the above comes first. 

II. Secondly, about the dead in Christ" (1 Th. 4: 16b). 

The uhrase, "in Christ," SRems to 'Joint clearly to those 
who are in the Church--as compared '.d th OT saints. 

In 1 Cor. 15: 52 Paul ,;rites, "The dead. shall be raised in
corruptible." 

Think what this will mean: THE DEAD IN CHRIST villO HAVE DIED 
OVER TlfE; LAST 2,000 YEARS 1i1ILL SUDDENLY BE BROUGHT RACK TO 
l,IFE: ,lITH BODIES THAT 1.JILL NEVER DIE AGAIN. Cf. Phil . 3: 
20, 21. 

So, instead of losing anything, those who have died will 
hawl a place of honor. 

III. 'fhjTd.ly, those "rho are living 1-Ihen the Lord returns (1 'rho 
4:17a) • 

In 1. Cor. 15: 52 Paul says that "we shall be chaneed," and he 
goes on to ShOH that our ·bodies will be immortal. BUT THIS 
IS NOT PAUL'S CONCERN IN I THESSAWNIANS. Here he is con
cerned a.bout our future relationship Hith those who have 
preced.ed us into the presence of the Lord. "Then we "rhj ch 
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them 
in clouds" (lit. ) . 

What a reunion that ,·rill be! You have a. glimpse of it with 
the account of the transfiguration. EOR THE FIRST TIME IN 
ITS HISTORY 'l'HE CHURCH WHL BE 1'OGE'l'H1':R! No one will be 



missinc. All of Ollr loved onAS ;lill b" there! j\nil crOll and 
I >Till b" there! 

Bu'r THAT vlEICH ','IHI, MAKE JTP,VEN MORl': VJO�mERl'UL IS THAT HinCH 
COMES NEXT! 

IV. FOUllTIIIY, ABOUT THE LORD AGAIN (1 'rhess. 4:16--middle). 
"To meet the Lord in the air." 

Vine says that the ,lOrd "meet" "invariably • • • suggests 
that those Hho 'So out to meet hi.m intend to return to thei.r 
starting ulace ,,,ith the person met" (1 Thess., p. 146). 

He is coming to get us. Cf. John 14: 1-3; John 17: 24. 
Heaven "I:rill mean betnrr 1.<1i th Him .. 

If the disciples ,ranted to be "lith the Lord here on earth, 
if many 'Nho "ere healed by the Lord Hanted to folIo" Hi.m, 
if Peter and James and John did not Hant to come d01m from 
the mount of transfiguration, THEN WHAT HILL BE OUR FEELING 
vIEI;:}! HE SE r; HIM? 

This leads quickly to the last point. 

V. Fifthly, about the time after that (1 Thess. 4:17b). "And 
so shall WE ever be WITH THE LORD." 

Concl: There are many things ",hich canbe said about the Rauture --
of the Church, but it is clear that Paul is concerned 

here about "'hon,,,e are going to be "ith >Then the Lord does come. 
To be >lith each other Hi th no more separations "rill be ,ronderful; 
TO BE IVITH THELORD "'ILL BE 'rRE MOST HOl'IDERFUL OF ALI,! 

1\ 

Do you suppose that the Apostl e Paul >lould oe 
us if he ,lere to visit Central Bible Church? 
Ii.vinl': in the daily exnectation of the J,ord's 
and as many in the early Church did? 

eli sanpointed ",ri th 
Hould he fInd us 
return, as he did., 

Or, ,rhat is even more important, HAS IT EVER OCCURRED TO YOU TKllT 
THE LORD KNOVIS JUST TIO'd MUCH YOU JLl\VEl BEEN LOOKING FOR HIM? HE 
KNO'/TS HOVI MUCH I HAVEl BEEN I,OOKING FOR HIM. 

Some day, one of these years, possibly yet in 1970, 
possibly in 1971, "the J,ord himself shall descend 
you be lookinG for Him? Wi.ll you be ready? 

or very 
• •  " Hill 

Even though the world may say that "e are just looki.ne for a way 
out, history has proven that there is only one hope for the 
world, AND THAT HOPE IS JESUS CHRIST!. 


