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Intro: The verse I have tRken toniP'ht hH8 two things whioh make 
it important : 

1) It is a quotRtion from the 0'1': Deut. 8:3. 
2) 'l'he quotation is mad.e by our Lord Jesus Ohrist. 

Luke also refers to it in Luke 4:4. 

For this reason it is imnortant that we un derstand the 0'1' quota
tion if we are to understand fully the statement. Head Dent. 8: 
l-3. 

The Deut. nassap;e in turn takes us h8.0k to J\x. I h "rhere we have 
�od becrinn:i.np;; to p:rovide manna for His people cturinp:- the yea:rs 

of their jonrney from EI'Y]1t to Oanaan. Of. Josh. 5:12. 

By comnaring Matt. A:4 and Dent. 8:3 ,re observe: 

1. A SIMILAR SETTING III EAOH OASE. 

In both passages we have: 
1) A testing. (Oomment on the natu.re of each. ) 
2) Hunger. 
3) God dealing with men : 

a) In the first case,with the Israelites--a whole 
nation! 

b) In the second, a unique situation: Our Lord temp

ted cnncerninr; His Deity and His Messiahshi]1, and 
yet taking His 'qlace .§I:.'!. ��. "MaIl shall not 

live f 
" 

But we have also � significant contrast: 
1) With the Israelites I,re have a murmuring, d.issatisfied 

2) 
p90:o1e. 
l{i th the Lord there is no 

complete obedience tn the 
complaint whatsoever--,just 
Spi. ri t of God. 

II. IN BOTH SITUATIONS GOD HAD A PURPOSE ']'0 AOCOHPLISH. 

Deut. 8:2, 3 tell us Hhat God's purpose ,;as ",ith the Israel

ites. 

Our Lord's experience had more than one purpose. It had a 
great deaJ to do Hi th the Lord Himse] f. Satan ",as to le8.rn 
from it. Anf'els also profited. And all who have � heard 
of the temptation of Jesus also have profited. 

It is inteY'8stinc to contrast this first temptation of OlJr 
Lord Hi th ,·,hat ,John the Baptist claimed for Deity in Matt. 

3: 9. He could not only have mad.e stones into bread, but He 
could h,g,ve made stones into peo:t;:lle! 



A. Han's need to be humbled. Cf. Deut. 8:2. Compare ;lith 
this what PauJ. says about the Lord in Phil. 2:8, "He 

humbled himself." ,men ·Ghe Lord said, "Man shall not 
live by bread alone," He lms anplyine: this to himself. 

Man takes great pride in beine: able to prov.ide for him
self. Perhaus the hardest lesson for any man to learn 
i.s that he is utterly deuendent upon God. The Lorn. Has 
hein,,::, humhled befnT''' Satan and before angels as One who 
was to feel this dependence upon God. What a mystery! 

This lesson may not come to us in the same way, but this 
is one lesson God is always teachinl" us in deeper and 
deeper ways. Our J�ord exnerienced it all of the ",ay to 
thA Cross. "If thou be the Son of God, come do;m from 
the cross , • ,II 

B. The absolut8 importance of the \,jord of God. 

The Word has to take precedence over everything--even 
over our legitimate needs. 

'rhe Word of God is a sure guide. There ca.n be no real 
blessing anRrt from the Word. As Plummer has said, "The 
noint • • •  is, that food Hill not keep man alive; and 
if God says that he is to live, he will live, ,.,hether 
he has food or not" (Matthew, p. 40). 

From the Garden of Erl.en on food has been a problem--the 
meetine: of our daily needs. The Lord spoke of thi.s in 
the sermon on the mount. It runs all throuGh the 140rd 
of God. 

01wi ously the Lord had been spe"rl ing some ti.me durin/,: 
those days meditating on Deuteronomy. All of U;s quota
tions are from this book. RE DTD NOT ORIGINATE SCRIPTURE 
IVHICH m: COULD HAVE DONE, BUT HE CHOSE TO ABIDE BY WT-TA'r 
HAD BEEN WRITT1<JN. When He said, "It is written," He 
meant that God had caused Moses to ",rite, AND THAT WHAT 
HE HAD 1,"RIT'rEN STHL STOOD. The '!lord of God never 
chane:es even in the case of the Son of God! 

C. The trustl'iorthiness of Gael. 

If God did not Give the Lord Jesus a command to turn 
stones into bread, then He 1-lil1 see to it that He gets 
bread in some other way! 

If the Lord led the children of Israel throue:h places 



,',There the:r.'8 '-las ]to hrAa,(1., then He would provide for them 
in some 0 ther l'fay. 

Cf. Psa. 37: 25, "I have been young, and n01" am old; yet 
have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
beg:ei.n[';' bread." 

Cf. Phil. 4:19. Also JVIatt. 6:25-34. 

And this leads to the last point. 

D. The variety of lVaye God uses to meet the neecls of HIs 
people . 

The trouble "'ith the Israelites ,ras that they did not 
see familiar circumstances around them 1'Ihere bread had 
been provided before. 

Cf. the feeding of the 5,000 - Matt. 14:15-21. 

Cf. the fruitless fishing that the apostles had done, 
and what the Lord had done about it - John 21:3-11. 

Do you remember themany different 1.JayS God. gave the 
Israelites water? 

UP TO EXODUS 16 NEVER BEFORE HAD GOD PROVIDED MANNA FROM 
HEAVEN FOR HIS PEOPLE! 

And notice: ,JHE:N THE LORD fTIJNGERED, GOD DID NOT RAIN 
JVTANNA FROM HEAVENFOR HIM. INSTEAD, GOD SENT A.l'!GELS WITH 
ALL OF THE FOOD '.rHAT HE �1EEDED! 

Goncl: This passage of' Scripture does not teach laziness. The 
Israelites ;,ere not a lazy Deople, and our J,ord. \Vas cer

tainly one of the busiest of peopl e. But the passace does teach 
hro thincs: 

1) One necative: DO NO'r I,ET YOUR CONCERN FOR YOUR PHYSICAL 
�:E:EDS BECOME SO IMPORTANT THAT IT SHUTS OUT EVERYTHING ELSE 
--ESPECIALLY THE vlORD OF GOD. 

2) One positive: AL'vTAYS REMEMJ3ER Mill BE ASSURED THAT GOD 1{ILL 
ALVlAYS MEET YOUR NEEDS REG�1IDLESS OF THE HOPELESSNESS OR 
THE STRAJ,GENESS OF THE SITUATION. 

He may send angels. Reb. l3� 1 indicates such a thing . 

But , however, it Hill come, it ",ill come. Therefore, let us 
never hesitate to trust Fim ;rho is ah,ays faithful. 


