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Deut. 1,: 1-1', 

Intra: ( E:xpre[,s 3.pprecjat,�on for eJl of tloe ceres, note:::, 
and 8xpresEdons of Jove at th:is Chrj:::tmas seaeon, as 

well as dudnl!, t.he year. T':.e past year--the busi est., but also 
tl·�8 happje:::t. Thank God for peeplA who llant to hear the Herd 
of God. T��e je,y of llOrkjne together \.dth everyone in the 
Church. Ue] come to U:e ne,1 OnGE' who have been added t.o the 
Cb fa:rd ] y sj nee last Cl"r� �tmafl. t,Jelcome also to thoSG \.Jho 
have come to Vie Lord dud nl!, the pest. year. ) 

There are al ways lesfons to be learned as He J ook back over a 
rear, or over a Jonger perjod of tjrrJe. T1tis is one of t�e 
advantaGes of ptudyinr; hjstory--especiaJJy the pacreri hj8tory 
whjch He ha ve in the Hard of God. 

Bl1t. let us use the Hord in a personal way thi" morning . Hhen 
1.1058" hr0uc:ht V!R eni Idren of Isr&81 to the boreler of the 
rr()�f):i fPn J a.nd, he p:Ecve them r(m!' mep�agef Hh j ch Are recorded 
in one book of the BibJe: Dellteronomv. Tn it, He have f0ur 
mAEsap,8s. T!J.e;y were alJ ,rtj,ven to prep: l re thR peopIa to en+.er 
t'le l and. BUT IN DC'THG SC, )�l!Cq TIllE IS E'PENT IN REVEHING 
T'lE 1,.0 Y"Pllc· ('1" T'j'�In JCUHPEY FHOH .SGYFT TO T.'lE LP.�\'D GOD \JAS 
GIVING TO THE}!. 

On the barj t' of t1!e ra f't, he exhortF them and ,.rarns t.hBf'l CC'-n­
cernjno: thb future. 

I would Jj ke for YOl1 to tJd nk back over your own life durj ng 
thjf' past yeaT'� J am �on(�8rned rr��nrjJy ar�(lut your reJa.tfon­
"hjp ,.,ith tbe Lord duritiS that. t.jme. 

11l-'at l--.J espj np:s have ::/ou experj enced? 

Hhat. test.i nes have you had? To 1.Jhat ext.ent did you trust t.he 
Lord during trlOse ter,t,jngs? 

HOH \wulrl you Ij ke 19(9 to be different? 

These cun be very heart.seaI'chj,nf� quections, quertions '.fhich \"8 
mi ght. prefer to ans]'l8r j n "Hence. BUT lET US THINK IlEOUT 
T'lEc:E THING!: TLlIS ::OLl1ING. Thj s is what ;10:'8S .l:!2£ aski ne the 
chHdren of Israel t.o do . I am thj nking primarily about t.he 
fj ret message: chapters 1-1". 

I. NOSES i-lENTIONS SOl-1E NAl;[ES WnCH FIGURE PROHINT�NTLY IN 
ISRlIEL'S HISTORY. 

There are three. (in8 j s 3. place; the ot.her t1NO are kinvs. 
Trley are Knn,PEh-hHrnAa; Sjl"'on, 1-:-jnr: of H0srbon; CE:, kjne. of 
Bashan! 



Do you rernAmhAr the pj,a:Y1jfjcance of thc-n:: e names? Let me 
encourage you to r8-read lTutn. 1:', ] I" and 2J to refrPFh 
your memory. 

The racts are the8e! 

A. Kadesh-harnea recalled a twofold defeat. 

1. First.,;to was at Kadesh-barnea t.hat. God told them 
to �o jnto the land, but they refused. 

Hhy did trey refuse? 

Eecause they had Plore respect for the enemy they 
could see than they cUd for the God they could not 
see. They chose to ualk by sjght, not by faith. 

They sa"l more people, 
--hi gser people (they felt Jjke C;rasf'hoppers 

in the sj ght of these gi ants) , 
--walls t!iat 8Aemed to reach to heaven! 

Now, to he sure, a perEon Vlho does not recos-nj ze 
drC1111stances is 8 fool, hut the lord kn81.1 ahout 
all of these oj rcumstances before He told the 
people to p;o up :into the land. 

From Ex. 13 on thA 1 orr: had spoken ahont bdnr,ing 
Hjs peopJe into th" IBnd, and H. had loeen promised 
froPl Ahraham's t.ime on to the prepent.. 

Pllt t.hev refuped j;.Q h,] i eve the nrc"'; se of God! 

Then c:! most a"f!'lB.7j n� thj TIP' harrenAd. Thj p i EO the f'ecollrl 
defeat at. KacjAPh-h8TY'ea. 

2. They t.ried t.o conquer the land anyway after God had 
annolmced I:[j.s judgment against t.hem. 

',j!->at happened ? 

T},ey HAre completeJ y rcuted by thf) Canaanj t.es and 
b;c the Amalekites. 

To tlli s very day the na'1e Kadesh-bar71ea remi nds the 
IAraR} j tes of the hurnj] j atj ng cj rrmmst.anc8E they 
exper; eneed t.here. Hm, they must. have "Jj shed t.hat they 
could have reversed thejr fjrst. decision not t.o obey 
God, FUT THAT HAS IllPOSfrBlE! 

But 1,rOS88 here makes ment:i.on of two other �, the names 
of kjm::;s: 



B. Sihon, king of Beshbon, and Og, king of Bashan. 

Hhat do they mean in the memory of the IsraelHes? 

They remind them of victory--much IAss'lr vi ct ori es 
than they could have had at Ks.desh-barrea, but vi ctor­
Jes nevertheless! 

vn,o can explain t he eli fference hetween these hlO? Hhy is 
j t thc.t. \.,re can t:r1Jst ('lon for VJhat rrd �ht he consj deTed t he 
insjrrn:ificant AVGnts jn 01}r Jivef, whjle l,.J8 have t�e 
,c::;reateet djff:iculty :in trust.iTIf: Hjm for the major jSfues? 

Thi s aJ] had to do wHh J era,,1 's 5i de. \'ll'at. ahmt God's part 
in thfd r past Ili storv? 

II. 1.,IHAT 1-10fED HAS TO c,AY ALOUT GOD. 

As t,'!--'oy faoe er,try :i nt o Cana.an, Nop"er rernin�s them of 1)0\.] 
he had spoken to t.hem at. Kadesh-harnea about God's oeaJ;nr,s 

l.d th t,hef!1 p:i nee they hacl 1eft. Ee;ypt. 

ReCtd Dellt. J: 2')-:31. 

There are three t hi1'1f!s: 

A. 

B. 

c. 

The Lord goes before you (vv. 30, 33). 

T he Lord fights for you (v. 30). 

The � ord , bear s you / i.e., seesthat you get to your 
destlnatlon ( v. 31). 

In all of the forty years there had not been one jnstance 
of faj lure on God's nart! AND TH"PE NEVER HII,L BE! VIe 
mny hp.ve 01.lY' vj ctorj RS, and OUT' nefeais, hut God 1 s faith­
ful ness ,Ii] ] never be in doubt. 

Both of these have t o do ,lith the past. ,'IJf]AT ilEmJT THE F'TTPRE? 
Hhat should be our concern fnr 191'-9? How -;;a;; "e profH from 
"hat ?'[oses had to say to the children of Israel? 

There are tHO thinl's .!:!"';ch he emphasized. 

III. NOSES' INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FUTURE. 

A. THEIR IlliLkTIONEHIP TC TJ-l:I HORD OF GOD. Cf. Deut. L: 
1, 2. 

Let m e aEk VC1} thjr-: m0rrdng, "Are you f:'atipjfjed wjth 
the pJace that you have n:iven to the Horil of Gail jn 
your 1 j fe durj1'1f7 19f-8?" 
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I-lave :rOt; f!p8nt a ["rood part of tllj F: :Y8ar rebuldng 
yourpelf for nrt reani.n[f the Hard, and yet someho,! 
you haven I t O'otten heyonr1 tlla+, pJ ace? 

(.I ': 

Or, have YOll � e] ected or rpj8cted thinp"s in the Hard 
] :ike a pGrsor: "Hould jf 118 w�r8 actually deletjng 
things from the Hard? Eo,", resron�dve llB.ve you heen 
to the truth? 

'rh:i p �ust COlrl8 fi rst i·,rj t.h aIJ of UE in 19(,9. A�·m I 
HOPE Ti-ILT lil·KNG (/r:n�:I� T;�II'TC.l\.C: YOU iJ1E Pli1.I.::·.:II\�G TC Il�AD 
TilE \jOED THRCUGH TiU: YE./1J\--readinu it to yourself. 

B1Jt, notice Moses 1 second l.<lord. 

B. THEIR CONCERN ABOUT TflEH3ELVES. 

It is possible for a person to become self-centered 
even in sp�rjtllal things , b1.lt tllere is sOP1eiJ:dne 
refreshi ng about a person t-!ho is primariJy concerned 
about the godljness of his Ol.1n life. 

Do yon knOt-! a COrll'1on sill of pastors? It is that they 
are fO busy m:inisterjng to the f.:pjrjt,ual needs of 
others that they nep) ect tll''lj r DIm souls. 

Hue:er:; knew tl-)jE' prohJpfl1 (Ex. 1�), and js probahly 
speak:i ne frol"!} hj � o,,,n p.xr)f�ri ence here. 

Read Dent. 1":9, 15, 23; 2:/,. 

In eacl' jnstance t1!e �Xrre�E'�0n mRD.n�, Hatch yourfPlf, 
observe t-!hat von � dOlng, protect vonrFelf , hedae 
vouT'scJf ahout ('�dth t.1'8 �:!nrc1 nf (i0d). 

I t  j s like rau] told Timothy: "Conti nne thou in the 
things which thou had learned • • •  " (2 Tim. 3:1L). 

Cone]: The 14hole poj nt. of this passage lies j n the destinatiol) 
1-P·18re was the LOl'd takinp:; them? Not jUf,t, to Canaan, 

12ut to FcEST. Cf. Dent. 3:20; Josh. 1:13, 15. 

It lnnf.!nt, not just gettine in.to the lund, but gettinr; into the 
Jand c·�nd the:re Jivi.ng in dajJy nl")8rlience to GOdif ldord. no­
thinG is of greater i'"port,mce ; Obedience to the ,-Jerd of God 
]E the key to eV8!,y bJ essing tlmt God desjres to pour out upon 
ns , Hi s children . 


