TCLETRG CACK - aND AMRAD
Deut. 4:1-6

Intro: (Exprees appreciation for 231 cf the cards, notes,

and expressions of love at this Christmas season, as
well as during the year., The past year-~the busiest, bul alsc
the happiest. Thank God for pecple who want to hear the Werd
of God. Tre joy of working together with everyone in the
Church, Velcome tc the new ones who have been added to the
Ch family since last Christmas. Welcome also tc those who
have come to the Lord during the past year.)

There are always lessons to be learned as we look buck over a
year, or over a longer period of time. This is one of the
advantages of studying history-—especially the cacred history
which we have in the Word of God.

But let ues use the YWord in a peresonal way this morning. lUhen
Mogegs hroucht the children of Israel to the horder of the
promised Jand, he cave them four messages which are recorded
in one hook of the Bible: Deuteronomy. Tn it, we have four
messages, They were all «iven to prepare the people te enter
the land. BUT TN DCTNG SQ, MUCH TIME IS SPENT IN REVIEWING
THE LC YEARS CF THEIR JCURVEY FRCM EGYPT TC THE LAND OCD UWAE
GIVING TC THEM.

On the hasis of the paet, he exhorts them and warns them con-
cerning the future.

I weuld like for you to think back over ycur own life during
this past year. T am concerned primarily ahout your relation-
chip with the Lord during that time. ‘

What hlessings have you experienced?

that, testings have you had? To what extent did you trust the
Lord during those testings?

How would ycu like 1%¢9 tc ke different?

These can be very heartsearching questions, questions which we
might prefer to ansver in silence. EUT IET US THINK sEOUT

HESE THINGE THIS MOINING. This is what Moces was asking the
children of Israel to do. I am thinking primarily ahout the
firet message: chapters 1-4.

I. MOSES MENTIONS SOME NAMES WHICH FIGURE PROMINENTLY IN
ISRAEL'S HISTORY.

There are three. (ne jis a place; the other two are kinge,
They are ¥adesh-barnea; Siton, king of Hestbon; Cg, king of
Bashan!



= -, HEa
Y L

- . P
‘.',‘-Hl.i‘ i T IR
¢

Do you remember the sienificance of these names? Ilet me
encourage you to re-read Mum, 12, 14, and 21 to refresh
your memory.

The facts are thece:

Kadesh-barnea recalled a twofold defeat.

1. First, it was at Kadesh-barnea that God told them
to ¢o intc the land, but they refused.

Yy did trey refuse?

Because they had more respect for the enemy they
could see than they did for the God they could not
cee. They chose to walk by sight, not by faith.

They saw more people,
—-bigger people (they felt like crasshoppers
in the sight of these giants),
—--walls that seemed to reach to heaven!

Now, to be sure, a person who does not recognize
circumstances ie a fool, but the Ieord knew about
all of these circumstances bhefore He told the
people to po up into the land.

From Ex, 13 on the Lord had spoken ahont bringing
His pecple into the lend, and it had been promised
fram Abraham's time on to the present,

Put they refused to helieve the vremise of God!

Then & most amazineg thineg happened. This ie the cecond
defeat at Kadesh-barrea. -

2. They tried to coneuer the land anyway after God had
announced His judgment against them.

LWhat happered?

They were ccmpletely rcuted by the Canaanites and
by the Amalekites.

To this very day the name Kadesh-barnea reminds the
TIsraelites of the humiliating circumstances they
experienced there., How they must have wished that they
could have reversed their first decision not to obey
God, BEUT THAT WAS T#POSSILDLE!

But Hoses here makes mention of two other names, the names
of kings:




B. Sihon, king of Hecshbon, and Og, king of Bashan.
What do they mean in the memory of the Israelites?

They remind them of victory--much lesser victories
than they could have had at Kadesh-barrea, but victor-
ies nevertheless!

VWho can explain the difference hetween these two? Uhy is
it that we can trust ffod for what misht be considered the
insirnificant events in our Jives, while we have the

greatest difficulty in trusting Him for the major isrsues?

Thie all had to do with Tereel's side. Wrat about God's part
in their past historv?

TI. WHAT MCOES HAS TC SAY AGOUT GOD.
As t%éy face ertry into Canaan, Moses reminds them of how
he had spoken to them at Kadesh-harnea about God's dealings
with them since they had left Zsypt.
[leed Deut. 1:20-21,
There are three things:
A, The Lord goes before you (vv. 30, 33).
B. The Lord fights for you (v. 30).

C. The Lord bears you, i.e., seesthat you get to your
destination (v. 315.

In all ef the forty years there had not been one instance
of failure on God's mart! AND THERE NEVER WIIL BE! Ve
mey have our victories, and our defeats, but God's faith-
fulness will never be in doubt.

Both of these have to do with the past. . WHAT AEQUT THE FUTURE?
WWhat should be our concern for 1960? How can we profit from
what Moses had to say to the children of Israel?

There are two things which he emphasizéd.

JIT. MCSES' INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FUTURE.

A. THEIR RELATTONSHIP TC THTW WORD OF GOD. Cf. Deut. 4:
1, 20

Let me ask vcu this merning, "Are you ratisified with
the place that you have siven to the Word of God in
your life durine 12A27"
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Have vou spent a cood part of this year rebuking
vourself for net reading the Werd, and vet somehow
vou haven't sotten heyond that place?

Cr, have you selected or -rejmeted things in the Yord
like a person would if e were actually deleting
things from the Werd? How responsive have vou bheen
to the truth?

This must come first with all of ue in 1%AQ, VD T
HOPE THAT AMONG CTHER THINQS YoU ARE PLANZING TC READ
THE YCRD THRCUGH THIZ YEAR--reading it EQ vourself,

But, notice Moses! second word.
B. THEIR CCNCERN ABCUT THEMSELVES.

It is possible for & person to become self-centered
even in spiritual things, but there is scmething
refreshing about a person who is primarily concerned
about the godliness of his own life.

De you know a common ein of pastors? It is that they
are £0 busy ministering to the spiritual needs of
others that they neglect their own souls.

Moses knew this problem (Ex. 1¢), and is probehly
speaking from hie own experience here.

Read Deut. 4:9, 15, 235 2:4.
In each instance the expressicn means, watch yourself,

observe what yvou are doing, protect youregelf, hedge
vourself abcut (with the Yord of God).

It is like Paul told Timothy: "Continue thou in the
things which theou hast learned . . ." (2 Tim. 2:14).

Conel: The whole point of this passage lies in the destination
there was the Lord taking them? Not just to Canaan,
but to ZEST. Cf. Deut. 2:20; Josh. 1:12, 15,

It meant, not just getting into the land, but getting into the
land «nd there 1iving in daily obedience to God's Word. ‘!No-
thing is of greater importance. Cbedience to the %ecrd of God
ie the key to svery blessing that God desires to pour out upon
us, His children.



