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MAN'S GREATEST PRIORITY PSALM 100
I am sure that apyone the® reads the Bible with an open heart cannot help but see,at

least over a period of timg)that the Bible is not only a revélation from God’but c»\Se
+t%% a revelation of God. There is not a book in the Biblefrom Genesis to Revelation —=
which does not have as it$ primary objective to teach us about God the Father, God

the Son and God the Holy Spirit. In the 1light of this when we read any passage of
Scripture)whether privately or pub]ica]]y,we ought to ask, "What is there in this

passage that I ought to learn about God?" When we finish our reading we ought to

ask, "What has,the Lord shown me about Himself and how should this affect my heart

and my life." Ohn:I;agica1]¥,this is a subject which many of us as Christians neg]ect,
until Goq,through circumstances of various kinds,compels us to do otherwise. This

past week in the mail I received a list of the 100 Best Sellers among.Christians. As

I looked throagh thé tit]es)I realized more than ever why the church of the 20th century
is 1ike it is today. You can see by looking at the 1list of books that Christians are
interested in light things. There was very little to indicate thatrthey were interested
in solid truth. A few books on the list weme—beeke=bhai were not even Christian books,buf
books of a secular naturejand yet beokswuhich Christians are buyingAahead of other

books which are Christian. I found ®wes the book 1list ws an alarming commentary on

the condition of the Church today.’ One book however that seems to hold it's place

among the Best Sellers and if—t—TEmEmDeT—TOTTECTTy—Ft—was—6eth—om Tt t—for—tiris

<ooth. is James Packer’s bOOK Wil O MeritymgfiiObrtiidmiiae entitled Knowing God.
If you havén't read it I would strongly recommend that you dq, resd=+t. And you ought

to encourage other Christians to read it. It has remained a best seller for several

8
years now. It is the kind of reading that will build you up in the faith. Audembme

—not

1:»«Lvery first chapter of Dr. Packer's book,he refers to a 20 year old preacher ane-he

)
W\,QV\*;to \'“??im by name')-who back in 1855 stood before his people in London and

spoke to them about knowing God. Perhaps you could quess that he was referring to

Charles Haddon Spurgeon. At 20 years of age,Spurgeong language would have honored a
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man who had been in the ministry for 50 years. It is hard to imagine that a young
man of only 20 would have such insight into the Word of God as God gave him, ew I

am sure that this was because God had a very unusual ministry for him. In the more
than 60 volumes that have been printed of Spurgeoﬁg sermons,this message to which

Dr. Packer refers is the first message in the first volume. It is a message which
Spurgeon preached at the 01d Park Street pulpit in London before the Metropolitan
Tabernacle was built. I won't read the whole quotation which is given by Dr. Packery
you can do that as you read the book for yourself. & youmbav@uigddaitia=—iooie=yoy

= But ddedafemmimg=bo=birte the gist of the quotation
was this.\rgung Spurgeon said that the knowledge of God will not only improve our

minds, it will greatly humble us, it will expand our thinking anq’than fina][&)&p—
Speit s great consol ry. And then after these remarks he made this quotation
which I read. "Aég-there is in comtemplating Christ, a balm for every wound. In musing
on the Father there is a quietus for every grief. And in the influence of the Holy
Ghost there is a balsam for every sore. Would you lose your sorrow? Would you

drown your cares? Then go plunge yourself in the Godhead§ deepest:sea. Be lost in His
immensity and you shall come forth as from a couch of rest, refreshed and invigorated

21 know of nothing,’%ﬂw‘which can so comfort the sou?l, so

calm the swelling billows of sorrow and grief, so speak peace to the winds of trial

as a devout musing upon the subject of the Godhead.™
~oyeiitggimy, "It is to that subject that I invite you this morni g.‘- IN the following

weeks I would like to bring a series of messages dealing with‘iggs‘theme:The Knowledge
of God. We will be looking at some of the attributes of God that are given to us in

Scripture. But where do you begin with sech a subject

subjeet that is so vast that no one has ever v#®=¥y been able to comprehend fully all
that is given to us fagoutcmptureg. mAftera great deal .of praying and a great
deal of looking through the Scriptures and examining different passages of Scripture,
I believe the Lord has led me this morning to Psalm 100. There are séven cofimands
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concerned about this morning is the one thet—veu-kaxa in verse 3. "Know ye that the R

Lord, he is God." Now I don't suppose that that is news for any of us this morning.

Batbdisl CaROI=rer =g XTS5 10N OVEr ang Over aga T M yorr—ewimaiad. a0d VUL Quikee
Lu

awnd
W‘\-it's one thing for us to know this as a matter of teaching smt—it's

quite another thing for us to have entered into this as far as our daily living aad.
Qb iiae= i 5 concerned. “Know ye that the Lord, he is God." M—y&u—eeeance

I understand that the Lord is God uﬂ-th-lr'lﬂ—thrt—rs—nmed-q-n-thﬂ-mjthat
He is Diety, that He is greater than I am, that He is sovereign over all of the cir-

T will
cumstances of my 11f}then as Mr. Spurgeon said when he was a young man, <l f1 nd the

—dash

)
cure for every trial and every sorrow and every difficulty in keeping ya\‘ heart and

¥ Peio

MLW to this expression, "Know ye that the Lord, he
wot,

is God," you have three commands, witr=yor=tome—teingiin “Make a joyful noise unto

Se
the Lord all ye lands." <asie=simrf-pmye 4'-h-e—s-eee-nd—ong "Serve the Lord with

mind stayed upon such a God.

g]adness." ﬁ.ﬁnrd ome, "Come before his presence with singinge aﬂhen the fourth,

“Know ye that the Lord, he is God " bﬁg "Enter into his gates with thanks-
Comwand t S

giving,and into his courts with praise. " The sixth-em@® "Be thankful unto him," and
the seventh one, "And bless his name." =1 would like for you to pay particular
attention as we begin this'morning to the fact tha;hth%p‘::*o'man@that God is giving
to us. When we think of the one in verse 3, "Know ye that the Lord, he is God," it's
not just _a good suggestion, it's not someth Sg thatiyou and I can do if we have the time
to do it. &S® t1ns is a divine command’ to ignore it would be sin. To disobey it is

to grieve God,and to fail to obey God in this particular point can only have the worst
possible consequences for youand for me. No one who knows the Lord would deliberately

deny @i~ this statement'h-hue-but it isZevident in

)
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ae=l not only believe it but Wcan&see Trramefifimamagfo,
f?upon our daily circumstances. «siewWhen we come to a statement like this’in
Scripture, "Know ye that the Lord, he is God," it is very reasonable for us to ask

the question, how can I know that the Lord is God? < Psalm 100 gives us several

ways’and these are the things that I want to consider with you this morningyst—

Fw)T,"fkow k' .
MMM ; let me mention something that is obvious and
yet poxkapowii~needs to be mentioned again and againygiiiase ooy —————_—

= that
0 you and I can

only know God through His Word. shew=redmmtmg il gt
Metppiepirair=.  One of the ways in which the psalmist here in Psalm 100 expldins that

we know God is through creation. He says, "It is he that hath made us and not we
oursedves." & [ want to come to that in just a moment. But if you and I do not look

man
at creation through the WOY‘d)WE may do 11ke We during the history of the

and
world have done) Andthat iguihaymimiahe identify God with creation in such a way “Sme=

or al\terved v 2nd

they become panthiestic in their outlook,we Mﬂﬁd-umm-huﬁh&
actually worshipp@creation. ’Mi is the Word of God that keeps my thinking straight
as far as creation is concerned) so that creation can help me in uq understanding of God,

2 Jaur Know e oft
s is perhaps one po1nt where m have gone as ay,

The W d 1S also C%nﬂ“vl with reqay.

the Lord Jesus Christ Himselfy,
because sometimes people will say, "I am not interested in the preach1ng of the Word,
I am interested in preaching Christ." <~ God's final and complete revelation of
msel 1 in Christ, iR At it t g B i
Himself is in Christ, The book of begins with
that majestic statement that God Who in time pastéhinking of the 0td Testament in differe’r’;
ways and at different times) had spoken unto men has in these last days spoken unto
AN
us in His Son. And/the Gospel of John)which we have just completed 'the Lord Jesus
makes a statement which no prophet of the 01d Testament, no apostle of the New Testament
etk m /(:rn 4.2).
could possibly make, 3 that 4'He that wa& seen me seen the Father."? So I

can't ignore the Lord Jesus Christ if I am concerned about knowing God. SiimGesb@¥d——
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I possibly know about Christ if I do not learn of Him from Holy Scripturé? I can't

separate the living Word, the Son of God, from the written Word, the Scriptures which

God has given to us. So if I want to be)straight in my thinking about the Lord Jesus
Christ)thgg,l must think about Him as He is revealed in the Word. And the minuté I
get away from the way He is revealed in the Scriptures'then I can get into difficulty
concerning my understanding of Christ. Now Psalm 100 is a part of the Word of God.

So let me reject anything that is not a part of the Bible, but let me accept anyiid.,

)
eYerything that I find in the Scriptures that has to do with God even though I may
not be able to fully comprehend Ejkag:hing-thaL_L-ﬁind_inaﬂmrdknwhai-ﬁod. The knowledge
of God is given to

7 Seripture N
us infdifferent ways. Wewillsee it 1in the names of God. We will see it in the

works of God. We will see it in the words of God. We will see it in the attributes

of GOdW

Himself. illqé;erything that God intends for us to know about Himself has been recorded

permanently for us in the written Word of God.sadeletiust that tho.ddodyeSmeusspmpsicd

encounter sonthi
If we haue-%hese—th&ng&htgF%4&#@ outside of Scripture

then let's look at éﬁgw through the 1ight that is given to us in the Word of God,anﬁ.

Known m
Wwer=that GAy as we do ?can we have a correct understandinge odmpeiuafatbesc

oLl gen, ‘Asearch for God brings me to a searchigg of the Word of Godjg=te—themGeuiminrses

= and ing Hime
at does Psalm 100 teach us about Godg about ways of know1ng Hime I want to suggest

S\t
from the Psalm this morning M/ways in which Mcan come to know God emd-

we see it ultimately and perfectly in the Son of God

i

a
ﬁ?that .the Lord is God’and then I want to conclude with one which is not in
Psalm 100 but emeiimms is needed to complete what we have here
'l
I. "MArE A JOYFuL Nerse UNTo THE Loy
‘p Jﬂ Erstrme learn to know God by praising Him. -”‘Fiatimight sound like a

strange statement to make I am thinking not of the way we might normally

J
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praise God.s=mswwsc there are many people who are gathering together this morning
supposedly to worship God and to praise God who don't even know Him. m
—Peoph who don't touch a Bible, don't have much in the way of understanding of the Scriptures.

But is seems clear as you read this Psalm that one of the ways in which we come to
know God in a greater way is by praising Him. I’Tr.n's is the dominant theme of the
Psalm. Awd&mm-'_ook especially at verse 1 and thag-aek—at verse 4. "Make

a joyful noise unto the Lord all ye lands." &ew ghis means that the Psalm was not

$&=»% limited to the children of Israel, though it was primarily for themmst dwen the

)
psalmist says, "allyelands," his desire is:thatfromall of the nations of the earth

there should be a great swelling of praise and a joyful noise ascending to the God of
heaven and earth. <iggw {n verse 4 he adds)to-bh-ia. "Enter into his gates with thanks-
BCRNATII PR - S ERF-CRE S I poy et s R ﬂe of course is

talking about the gates of the temple as the children of Israel would come bringing

their sacrifices to the Lord)but there is a sense in which as we come to the house of
-
God to worship the Lord)we are coming to W place that has been dedicated to His

service)where we meet together to hear the Word of God.assd u! come from all of the

trials and the business and the difficulties of our ]1ves as well as the blessings.

vl S‘t
g.:t as you entered into these doors this mormng a good m&m

“EPaer S, Mmd you enter into these gates with thanksgiving? Did

you enter into His courts with praise? Are you here this morning to be thankful unto

Him and to bless His name? g"ﬁafs why we ought to be here. aTlere may have

been things in your 1ife and my life during the past week that we don't wunderstand.

I heard of a man this week who is having some real difficulties in his own 1ife and

he can't understand why God doesn't help him and why he hasn't seen his prayers answered.
But regardless of what our circumstances may be;;}Tf-%heﬁe—+& sorrow, if-thewe—is=testing,

. oV | - .
Abthemauda ynanswered prayerg there is never any excuse for us not to come to the

SSIN QA . .
house of Godgfg;&esss (?ur praise awdegime thanksgiving to Him amre=—ttmanlioliidomblie
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gt lst me suggest some reasons why this is helpful foriuus. When we are thinking
about thanksgiving and when we are praising the Lord it almost always keeps us thinking
about what our blessings are. Now you might be weighfed down with a great deal of

difficulty owd-pughlame amd as you look back over the past week.\éu might feel that
there has been very little that has gone on that's been good’ At e il bat

you are glad it's overy w=and you hope you never §£a:%another
weels '
. Gty |ike it. SO® Your week may have been like that. But when you come

to the house of God, when you come to gather with the people of God, you are to come,

according to the Scripture% for the purpose of praising Him. The Word says "In every-

(Th. S,

thing give thanksifor this is the will of God in Christ Jesus.concerning you."Z We \y
CLTw S L\ T) )
are not only to pray without ceasting but we are to rejoice evermore.\ Nowsistelagamen

e W
£_ﬂﬁa”’ conscious of all the burdensyand yet I know that aGei—eeme—te=tire—tewdsone of my reasons
for coming w=—diwing Command is to M%ve my thanksgiving to Him. Aeededehad

!
To obey = Geod's melmwnd, haw 't'o‘c.b\amgz -"‘%F&"z%?f?'“fb

to look at the things during the past week that I can recognize as blessings from God.
*nd:;ﬁe minute I begin to do that I suddenly come to discover that instead of the past

week being filled with everything that I would 1ike to avoiqjiffini-ihiﬁ-the past.week

is 1ike any otherweek in the Yearww <4==% a week in which God has literally loaded me

with His blessings. Se—i~t gide=—sensehoms—sfuceblossiogs, »-knﬂ’:hho-nA I Took at

my blessings, I have to recognize where these blessings have come from. James tells

us that, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from abové¥and so the blessing$ smmm

S Use ..
even the way the Lordw my difficu]tiesr-au_a.f—thn-sﬂs the result of what

the Lord is doing. ~dwesmes- I can 1ift my heart in thanksgiving and praise to Him but

T can oldso lecarn about Ged g
as I look at these blessings, ; .

God is known by the works. which He performs’so that the very blessings which God gives

to me and the frequency of these blessings,and the way in which they continue to come

week after week M'b materia'}'b;]essingsJ lessings of health, the
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blessings of having enough foocl) few=gor—boddes, the blessing.of being able to Tive in

QW Mawn .
safetylnot to mention ey sp?ritua] b]essings/th.a.t_tha-l.wd-gii-nr'ns.—u.LQf__

hesrrre—ot=omriybleoet IS THO L T Ve e o=ttt Ol il gt sty S

"‘C‘-l( help me to understand what kind of a God I have dHeeeetalliictiittmlotmtGuciaiiGuiohdguiinw]

PRV SRR AT L mTle nature of God determines the character of His blessings,
so that when I recognize the blessings, this helps me to understand God. And the

end result is that I praise Him. The psalmist said at the end of Psalm 50, "Who so
offereth praise glorifieth me," Aﬁ“nenever you are glorifying God you are hdping

to manifest God, you are helping others to un’der'st.and what God is Tike, Soebthid In recog-
nizing His b]essings,you have a part of%?sdg%eat work that God-conbiaves=te=de in
making Himself known to men.

T Seove THE LorD wiTH GLADNESS,)

q&frcrg#t&condl% we learn to know God through serving Him. You have that in verse 2.

_'_'Serve the Lord with gladness." bEery Christian ought to be serving the Lord.
demyometimes this service is in wurch teaching Sunday School’oivnvolved in the
ministry of the church in somefwoay. The Hebrew expression that the psalmist uses
here is a word which means service of any and~a11 kinds. It's a word which could

be used to describe bond service. It's a word that would describe bringing their
offerings and their sacrifices to the Lord when they came to the temple,and again
1t's acommaﬂd.‘usan indication it is possible to know the Lord without serving
Him’ but it's not possible to know the Lord and to fail to serve Him if you want

to be in the place of blessing. Every child of God is a servant of God) EvQryhiber

cond
shoptd be serving the Lord in some way.mm

I’ we are serving the Lor‘d)we may be failing to serve the Lord with gladness. I don't

know what your'ministry is) but when you come to that ministry, when I come to my ministry

do we do it eagerly with the joy of the Lord inour hearts’m‘% greéat

privilege thadeil.ds 0f being able to serve Him? T e O tihith it i ep—
# MServing God is one of the greatest means that He uses to teach us to know HIm.
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Let me jmmswsi+e one example in Scripture. SQUGmaimkeldlieakoddm b o=t TEP I SYor

M&m—n&memwwen Moses came back in.ta:t-‘-hg-l-nd-oﬁEgypt to lead the children
of Israel out Qf=trraxmed-fernt and to take them into themskicesdion-oé=the promised
land sm# everything was «ss® working perfectly. Everything was going according to

the g]an,_t.h.a-pﬂaa that Moses had in m1nd until he went to Pharoah and faithfully

gave Pharoah the Word of God)md%the Lord/sa1d,'Let my people go that they
may serve me." And Phaoroah met him with a great big no. (I am not going to let the
peop]e& dwo is the Lord?l don't know Him. You don't have enough to do, that's the

eeason you are making this Rascdead request?a#Sudden]y this work that looked like

‘r_,.;l

: [Coxe : .
it was going to be taken’of in short order just fell apart. And the officers of the
children of Israel were in trouble. wiisshoakoduisilemiivtmuiolamibingenatmiaamasabupyaeio-
| hat
Lo T T et tkpmideb@ot Moses told the Lor(P it would have been better if

2 ey )
‘04' he had never come, i=woutt=irrreheer=pessotuihli=nad never opened his mouth,because=
xS

\\\'.P’ H i i 4 ; The
that they were in _the wﬂderrw&m_ﬂon—n-Mk

-

~
“

A
é'

%,

J
O

. Do you remember what God said te Moses?

ew is wa d's_wi is i it 2]] faemapare And e

Saund
, "Now thou shalt see what I will do

Ex (- i
R Pharoah. "/ind—geuﬁzel’ everything had 3wes=run smooth1y)a-nd—Mes-e-s-knd—gm to

ﬁ‘ﬁlaroah

when, Moses would have missed some of the

instead of saying‘N(? had responded by saying(

greatest lessons that God had to teach him concerning $aemdeigwiesgemsfmGod Himself. It

was in those difficult days that fo]lowed,when it seemed that the Word of God meant

absolutely nothing)that Moses was to learn that God was a God who could ‘not fai].de«e

learned by the way God dealt with him what God was actually like. Therefore if we

)
serve the Lord under difficulty, ﬁa&m_bd-against obstacles,and we all

J
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doA‘we wrestle not against flesh and b]oodXMet's serve Him with g]adness,knowing
that We not only has appointed us to this service but.kwewsmwe that in the midst of the
service with all of its difficu]tieﬁ'God is going to be teaching us things about Himself

that.:‘we can only learn in that way. "
I, Come Berort His PRBENCE LITH SWGING

e e
WULNSTGIW N~ le not only learn to know God through serving Him}but we learn to know
God through fellowship with Himg dess=sr=we 4 Fou can come before Hjs presence with
singing in a group as we are here this morninq’ Or you can come before His presence
with sinQingﬁas an individual. I doubt if any Christian makes any great progress in the
things of God and-4a-kneﬂéngréknhae-ﬁeﬂg'és'htl%s in the company of other people all

of the time. That is one adagu=one difficulty about the Christian life today. We

feel that we have to be with other people most of the time. I would 1ike to remind you
of Jacob this morning to illustrate this. Jacob returned home wae~rombbec a1’te\r‘-“-i;¥‘i"ﬂ‘l'7
years. He had.a large family. He was surrounded by his family continually. He was

anticipating meeting Esau and he didn't relish the:idea because the last he knew)Esau

wanted to kill him. B\ut Genesis 32:24 says this, “And Jacob was left alone." At
al\onenes
wﬂbemaeads up to the'gccount of Penial where Jacob wrestled all night with

. . . -
o waann he later reehized wa s

R God. “Hmd His own'summation
| . b . was

of that night ond=the-affoct of thabmnighd UDON b wasei s '] have seen God face

to face and my life has been preserved." And so he called the name of the place Penial.
Before you came:to this place of publie.worship this morning)did you have a time by
yourself when you entered into the Lord's presence with singing? gyou couldn't sing
audibly)at least the joy of the Lord was in your heart. Have you already had time

with the word? If somebody came to you whakg~wetr=sses this morning and said, "Could

you tell me what you have learned about the Lord or what you have been reminded about

concerning the Lord from your time with Him this morniné!" would you have anything to

say?
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When you came ~here this morning, did you come here primarily to meet with Him, not

oYy O
to meet your friends ynotto attend thefcertdain Sunday School class or even to be in

?

this serviceg you,gam i L1 } R Just as
Jacob saw God face to face when he was left a]one)so you and I by the grace of God
€an have that experience time and time again)wher') in the quietness of our own rooms ,

we can take ithe-Woré—ei Led-ard_asuve~{ako~this precious book which God has given to

awnd
us)w&-ca.n.-*eh-efet gaze upon the glory of our God and Father-and of the Lord Jesus Christg

We can
mmw&come from those times knowing that we too have

seen Him face to face.

~A fourth way that we know the Lord is through creation. The third verse of our Psalm

ﬂrovdy‘ﬁat%x Lond , He ts

says, (If is he that hath made us and not we ourselves. Y QUL khewsomamerftisguberipiure s
Uhe s2
Sl Rmiimen Lt (D A0l Aharefesd, two expressions seem to be self evident truths

J
< yet God has put them in the Word because He intends that the very fact that they
are true should mean something to us. "Know ye thatthe Lord, he is God," on the one
hand and "it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves." <] could go to other
passages of Scripture m-ampk Psalm 19! whekeme—see"the heavens declare
the glory of God,‘and the fi.rmament showeth his handiwork." And we could swe$ think

-of all the vast reaches of the universe,if such a thinﬂ were possible for us ke
weriMS. Or I could take you to Romans chapter one)and-I—e-e-u-l-sL show you that the testi-
mony of God in creation is so evident to all people of all generations that no one is
without excuse.BJt I just want to narrow it down this.mokadse to this one statement
that the psalmist makes about you and ekews-me. We are the creatures of God. Guided

in our thinking by the Word of God)what have &learned about God from the fact that
W
He made rytf'g' Since He did that and-ua.ng_ﬁu—ea-pﬂﬁvo-f—dam-ﬂat PR TIOF: IEV7-EEm -t

M&um-nénever doubt that Godt& capable of fulfilling the promises

that He has made. If God had the wisdom to make these bodies Of Ours &Mkt
dmmww-&a&ew)can you ever doubt the wisdom of God
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as you contemplate the miracle of your very beings=body, soul and spirits You and

[ ]
I haven't done this,* we are not self made peop]e’God made us. at U -

i . . L ek oG - |
\z\ft _ _ ~ not looking
are neglecting even this aspect of creation, ifwe.are—fa+Phagbtatook at man as he

is revealed to us in the Word of‘God)then to some extent we are deficient in our knowledge
_ Mmoo

of the Lord Himself. There seems to be some CoaumcIBA.iN this passage botiusemihe™Nadt
that when you know that the Lord is Gody#ham-you really see man for what he is. Wad_
?e'rhaps our tendency today to put man on such a pedestal is because we have lost sight

of what the Scriptures teach us concerning God Himself.

-
T . "WE ARE WS ProfLE

Fifth, W& learn to know God through salvation. "We are his people and the sheep of

his pasture, aggtuwistr™~ bad=ile whalo timent i Mrerttg, juse~to derrtwith-this—tme
ag pactof~the~pdthe™ This  is undoubtedly);aapart from the coming of the Lord Jesus)

the greatest way in which God has made Himself knowns==By His work for our salvation,

Past, present., future. AMTT SheTSpectsal il e arer s peorteand 4™\ shoep

Mabwmen I look at the wonders of sa]vation,w&l see that God

has dealt with us in infinite grace. God)through his Son, has provided a finished
work. God has removed my sin,Reemns o bw—ca R0~ @m-—AD God has ordained that

ose day we'fe going to stand in His presence conformed to the image and likeness of

the Lord Jesus. \oon2ws-When you see the truths of salvation as they are revealed to us
in the Word of God, WM@a revelation to us of
the kind of God that we have. If we are His sheep then obviously He is the shepherd.
And if He ts the shepherd, then He is the One that I can look to to provide fovy»e«s«w}~

—+Q care for)m,and protect me just as the shepherd takes care of his sheep.

. 'THE corp S Gown"

Toal, Hhung we eeema cawn \ecra Froua Psalem 100 (3 that
a we learn to know God through
. o o ves. Y282 veads,
His providential dealings in our lives. =~ "For
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the Lord is good} his mercy is ever]astmg and his truth*and the word truth here {N‘DMLY
amebably is not a reference to the Bible but %od s faithfulness, ’h1s faithfulness
Yendures to all generations." New—t—Tatrue~that-the-trwth~af the-verd ardiras—to
U . | th i Ser . 3 y o f~aitirful ;
e h i i i astdag and—Hi a

JOWWFe Lord is good in the sense t‘hat He could never be bad.
His mercy is everlasting because it can never be exhausted. MalAsaew God's mercy

is just as plentiful today as it was in the very beginning. And His faithfulness

endures to all generations. “New™~wouw~seenthat's the reason the Bible doesn't have to

be revised. When I see His faithfulness to Abraham, .l _see-l{is~{aishfudrmess—to Moses,
L C
W&“&o to David, I don't have to cry out and say, Lor‘d)did they use it

all up?‘-GutsI know it is there)because. what God was +e,ailme€aNess to them, He will
be to me and Me~wiA+tresto you. WMither His goodness, nor His mercy, nor His
faithfulness can ever be exhausted. -Wind—\]e psalmist skpow shise~idudd-fa— knew
this as a direct revelation§ from Gog. b‘f“]eﬁ%vssﬁ: because he could see it in

the way God had providentialy dealt with him in his life. Many of you listening to

me this morning have known the Lord for many, many years. fad-ANNyouTTeaptiNefomm

: A S Jow
~a¥@r- ffom where you are this viorning WMPHMWE
~Rd 1ook at God's dealings with you,even though there may have been times of bitterness

oV
gud.bimee-oﬂmisunderstanding)and times when you wondered why God didn't come to

meet you in your need}wwwfﬁmﬂﬂm

n to en
WWWW%WOMM% you take this as a capsule of
the way in which God has been dealing with you? "The Lord is good, his mercy is everlast-"

ing and his truth endureth to all generatiéns." God never fails us. e NoM i

e L be Si

%\WWEH I see Himrdoing good things, exercising
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His mercy, faithful under every condition, Jou-Saqebmes | understand even more
what kind of & God it He is. -
U, “7auv THEN FAce To SAE
going to ask you to turn ¥E-yawwIrN-to I Corinthians 13. Now when a person starts

"Pwesuit 0% God,'
Pleieessiipeei-God, he starts out in a pursuit

:lIV\ dr'n-\: lj p)

out as Mr. A.W. Tozer describes it i

that can never end here on earth. And it seems from what we have in Scripture that

eterni:ty is going to be a continuing revelation of the greatness and mgjesty and
vt \2 of \Cocirhans (B vads, for now we

. :ﬂow Ay K. now)
g o ‘ i 273 “aoa” AT il = N BN A LeL) H oL
‘E 3 vt;b-b{-t], “hen Shall T Kaw @uen &S \so I ow~ Knwwn.”

e reason heaven is going to be heaven is simply ##Babecause then OWV_

glory of our God.

:jl! knowledge of God will have a perfection about it that it can never have while we

are here on earth. We love what we know of Him. I trust :that your heart hungers

to know more of Himmmﬂmmmmm

Membes - ~ ot e dendl ot

be_opemyihat—wenay—teari mope—ofdMtm: But isn't it wonderful .stgus--reseiess to

think of our dear people who go to be with the Lord)thaﬁd#naha¥e~stepping from a realm
¥ aQ \

thaﬁ)regardless of what they know of the Lordjlé§;—11ke looking through!g]ass.dark]%
A\

but then suddenlyfface to facefthen they know the truth concerning God in His perfection

and glory and wondesandAthrrealize weemtireyegat toweavam that the things they have
~are lcarned onarth are in perfect agreement with what they have seen when they

see God face to face. I trust that you and I will have increasing hunger in our hearts

to know the Lord)and to see Him in more of His fullness as he is revealed to us in this

wonderful Book.



