
MAN'S GREATEST PRIORITY PSALM 100 
\A'Mo' 

I am sure that a,llyone � reads the Bible with an open heart cannot help but see)at 

least over a period'of timE) that the Bible is not only a reve,lation from God} but o-t�o 

� a revelation of God. There is not a book in the Bible-from Genesis to Revelation ___. 

which does not have as its primary objective to teach us about God the Father, God 

the Son and God the Holy Spi ri t. In the 1 i ght of thi s when we read any passage of 

Scripture)whether privately or publicallYJwe ought to ask, "What is there in this 

passage that I ought to learn about God?" When we finish our reading we ought to 

ask, "What has.Jt;he Lord shown me about Himself and how should this affect my heart 

and my life?" �lragiCally)thiS is a subject whi,ch ma,ny of us as Christians neglect, 

until God/through circumstances of various kinds,compels us to do otherwise. This 

past week in the mail I received a list of the 100 Best Sellers among.,Christians. As 

I looked throggh the titles) I realized more than ever why the church of the 20th century 

is like it is today. You can see by looking at the list of books that Christians are 

interested in light things. There was very little to indicate that they were interested 

in solid truth. A few books on the list .. e,e �88h8 Unt were not even Christian books, �lAt 
'"II �t6L 

books of a secular naturejand yet b�lIk5 wRi.h Christians are buyinglla ead of other 

books which are Christian. I foun�� the book list �an alarming commentary on 

the condition of the Church today. One book however that seems to hold it s place 

among the Best Sellers aod if I I fliieliiher cOt'reELly i L b'a5 �b1!1: Oil tile' 1st FOE LIds 

month is James Packer's book "'Ai!iR I 11,,60. "'0'0' of yo" Ril"ij i'8ij!l entitled Knowing �. 

If you haven't read it 1 would strongly recommend that you dO.'Eud i�. And you ought 

to encourage other Christians to read it. It has remained a best seller for several 
..... 

years now. It is the kind of reading that will build you up in the faith. An' hi,! 
- "'C+ 

�ct. very fi rs t chapter of Dr. Packer's book, he refers to a 20 year old preacher aA9 Ri 
\MeV\tlo II\\W\ 'f. - .  . , dee9�'t �e�t�A �lm by name,who back ln 1855 stood before hlS people ln London and 

spoke to them about knowing God. Perhaps you could guess that he was referring to 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon. At 20 years of ageJspurgeon� language would have honored a 
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man who had been in the ministry for 50 Years. It is hard to imagine that a young 

man of only 20 would have such insight into the Word of God as God gave him.� I 

am sure that this was because God hada"very unusual ministry for him. In the more 

than 60 volumes that have been printed of Spurgeo� sermons/this message to which 

Dr. Packer refers is the first message in the first volume. It is a message which 

Spurgeon preached at the Old Park Street pulpit in London before the Metropolitan 

Tabernacle was built. I won't read the whole quotation which is given by Dr. Packer; 

you can do that as you read the book for yourself, If d'P'I ha"Q read ih@ l!ioolc j ou 

wght 'PDt to go bioh 8t1l8 .asith it. But in rafOt:;II!' 18 'l!/iis the �jd'st of the quotation 

was this,if6ung Spurgeon said that the knowledge of God will not only improve our 

minds, it will greatly humble us, it will expand our thinking and) � finall)),I;te--

iiS y.it is greatl�consolatery. 
=" . 

V\4�wtJ 
And then after these remarks he made this quotation 

Which I read. "An there is in comtemplaUng.Christ, a balm for every wound. In musing 

on the Father there is a quietus for every grief. And in the influence of the Holy 

Ghost there is a balsam for every sore. Would you lose your sorrow? Would you 

drown your cares? Then go plunge yourself in the Godhead� deepest-sea. Be lost in His 

immensity and you shall come forth as from a couch of rest, refreshed and invigorated� 

I"r know of nothing, .... �i� elil [0 jEd, olel 3pUI §EOi'\O.Jwhich can so comfort the souh so 

calm the swelling billows of sorrow and grief, so speak peace to the winds of trial 

as a devout musing upon the subject of the Godhead.�AwiJ������������� 
.11:\' 'iV' g, �It is to that subject that I invite you this 

weeks I woul d like to Qring a series of messages dealing 

morn�� In the following 

with . theme;The Knowledge 

�f God. We will be looking at some of the attributes of God that are given to us in 

Scripture. But where do you begin with &tteh a subject �pd bm., dO )lOll deal hi til a 

that is 

that is so vast that no one has ever . , "y been able to comprehend fully all 
,( C\. L"o\,,\t- \ t-- :1 given to us in f:he �criptures."'" Mter a great deal of praying and a great 

deal of looking through the Scriptures and examining different passages of Scripture I 
I bel ieve the Lord has led me this morning to Psalm 100. There are s'even commands 
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� ���� ����� 
JP concerned about this morning is the one illi!1; yQW 1'1]"9 in verse 3. 

� 

am especially (Q� 

" Know ye that the ��'! 
Lord, he is God. " Now I don't suppose that that is news for any of us this morning. 

'Rt:t just fepO?l 'Bliat tXpfeSSlon over and oVer a§a Iii 

.beart bQ2�tit's one thing for us to know this as 

iii YOUi StfR mind and yO''' own 
Cl\l\J 

a matter of teachingl�it's 

quite another thing for us to have entered into this as far as our daily living � 

ClWr �]i's' !:f?ll! is concerned. " Know ye that the Lord, he is God. " I\II� Yill SC�rclo..50'" 
I understand that the Lord is God willi all �1:aL is ;1I.01oed ill elille ellp' ess iOIl/that 

He is Diety, that He is greater than I am, that He is sovereign over all of the cir­
l: W\\\ 

cumstances of my lifj;:then)as Mr. Spurgeon said when he was a young man, � find the 

difficulty in keeping f'� heart and cure for every trial and ever3bsorrow and eve�y 

. L pRor 
mlnd stayed upon such a God. � ., . to this expression, "Know ye that the Lord, he 

F'y.s."h 
is God, " you have three commands. \';]1 you look ab 'ehn "Make a joyful noise unto 

<;e.c::.� the Lord)all ye lands. " Tl'lil!'j tliJ II I o::c. file o.ee611e1 8ne.../Serve the Lord with 

gladness:" ,.lhi rd _, "Come before his presence with si ngi ng." �·fhen the fourth, 

" Know ye that the Lord, he is Godj " .. bSl! �',,�nter into his gates with thanks-- l:olM.lI\I\.Ovvul I � 
giving,and into his courts with praise. " The sixth� "Be thankful unto him, " � 

the seventh one, "And bless his name. " .,..1 would like for you to pay particular 

attention as we begin thi's morning to the fact tha��?f ��mman�that God is giving 

to us. When we think of the one in verse 3, " Know ye that the Lord, he is God, " it's 

not just a good suggestion, it's not somethi�g thatc:you and I can do 
��� )��� 

to do it. � ttis is a divine command, to ignore it would be sin. 

if we have the time 

To disobey it is 

to grieve God,and to fail to obey God in this particular point can only have the worst 

poss i b 1 e cons equences for you and 
• 

deny ...... this s.tatement );1 '8 .9 

for me. No one who knows the Lord would deliberately 
/0\1\.\'1 ov..' l\ves. 

but it is evident in �?I'$ ljfe and IftS 1 i Fe Lllde you 
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.... �I1"'!l_li. not only believe it but MiV@l'!lIt!;tlii,,1;S H "R@II \Ii'Can�ee llM8 aFFecb or. 

� upon our daily circumstances. �""lten we come to a statement like this in 

Scripture, " Know ye that the Lord, he is God, " it is very reasonable for us to qsk 

the question, how can I know that the Lord is God? � Psalm 100 gives us several 

ways)and these are the things that I want to consider with you 
'f'"w :> 'TjT� "" � "'-, b.af!i e I do 3!1 "9 look at thin psjJrn let me mention something 

thi s morni ng,� 

that is obvious and 

yet p9r11�! i1! needs to be mentioned agai'n and againlll!S".���� •• I:!?:::!!6!$ !::e !::: l!!g!,!g�l.::=. 

��I,�;�q�.��·�I'II�-rr��M���tci'���b��'����F���"��Q�tl�d=*r-�=1P�"�����'7", d I .".,,_ aCE 01 iEiI It,. t..: UIIl�S to 1:r1� r...lld .. ,cage 8 bOd ...... I _ ..... you an can 

only knoW' God through His Word. PIOh let :::e !!H�13;P in just a !fond 912 two what I 

.IlI@8t1l 6) bl:ab. One of the ways in which the psalmist here in Psalm 100 explains that 

we know God is through creation. He says, " It is he that hath made us and not we 

Ourserlves. " � I want to come to that in just a moment. But if you and I do not look 
M o..V\'1 

at creation through the Word)we may do like 18t!>M p ple during the history of the 
c-.V\cl 

world have done, And that iii 'iMSS' ltIi�L1! identify God with creation in such a way ___ 
L ....1. . ' "  Or �\��...L... ,�� -t:::.n�\ they become pantblestlc ln thelr outlook)_ .tR@S' i1iight RRII ':� &3�e hilli ' bauR, 

actually worshipp�creation. �:tt is the Word of God that keeps my thinking straight 

as far as creation is concerned)so that creation can help me in � understanding of God, 

..if ::e:;;:" w;criisth�]��':!Rg is ll':r&'�\� 61: :}"io of 2-' Q'���-s,� of-
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. ��iS is perhaps one\rpoint where m�ave gone as�ay , 

because sometimes people will say, " I  am not interested in the preaching of the Word, 

I am interested in preac,�ing �hrist. " !IJ:r GOd'�nal and complete revelation of 

Himself is in Christ. �i:OP'!'\£,dt*Jtk�;;1!' The book of �y{eginS with 

that majestic statement that God Who in t,ime past 6hinking of the Old Testament in differe� 
ways and at different

, 
time� had spoken unto men, has in these last days spoken unto 

us in His Son. And tt��GOSpel of John)which we have jUS�Ompleted,the Lord Jesus 

makes a statement which no prophet of the Old Testament, no apostle of the New Testament 
"'<tt'" k«U.. /£:1",. N."l) , 

could possibly make, " that .'He that .... seen me"'- seen the rather. 00 So I 

can't ignore the Lord Jesus Christ if I am concerned about knowing God. j* leFQ 
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J@!j'16 Q'ren iR His PI2i)Ci iii dOli .. 17 said, !lTLi; is eLc. lidl 1 i Fe "Llldt LilEY iilight 

kg?,' tRSS 'M@ OR1) in I@ 'iSS! Gild deJss 61:: ist Mid .. ! tllbU 1:03! atilt. tb But· how can 

I possibly know about Christ if I do not learn of Him from Holy Scripture? I can't 

separate the living Word, the Son of GOd, from the written �rd, the Scriptures which 

God has given to us. So if I want to be straight in my thinking about the Lord Jesus 

Christ � I , must think about Him as He is revealed in the Word. And the minute I 

get away from the way He is revealed in the Scriptures/then I can get into diffi culty 

concerning my understanding of Chri s t. Now Psalm 100 is a part of the Word of God. 
So let me reject anything that is not a part of the Bib11but let me accept aDA' a gd 

everything that I find in the Scriptures that has to do with God even though I may 

not be able to fully comprehend 1 B-t�)(0�'r�l�'t�h�j�n�8�t�h�a�t-lI�f�l�·p�d�j�n_'�h�@�tJ�o�Id�o�F�bDd. The knowledge 

of God i'N . eli Iii tll@ 1131 lillieh 13 I g I, t Ii is given to 
/Sc.r\p-tuf'e, ,� 

us i nfdifferent ways. We wil.l see it in the names of God. We wi 11 see it in the 

works of God. We will see it in the words of God. We will see it in the attributes 

of GOd�S T hiLS WOptipR@8 we see it ultimately and perfectly in the Son of God 

Himself. �erything that God intends for us to know about Himself has been recorded 

permanently for us in the written Word of God.and I tr"st that the uol) !S�;,;1! ,,;101 
JU\C.c� 'th. . 

iil\�1 eBS tliaL 0POII Joal I DillSi. If we lavo tR9S9 �s'l.t���� outside of Scripture 

then let's look at � through the light that is given to us in the Word of GodJ� 
"'now \.V\ � �\� . .... that .'Cl'I'I"Iy as we do JWcan we have a correct understandlng.of .11 of iRlse 

tbi �g. "A search for God bri ngs me to a searc� of the Word of God. !8 tR@ 5 '1 t e� 
�., �A ? �at does Psalm 100 teach us about. God�about ways of knowing Him. I want to suggest 

>\'/. ..,;t., from the Psalm this morning it 7 I bYways in which l'P" ! I can come to know God tilE!-

� ��that .the Lord is Godjlnd then I want to conclude with one whi€h is not in 

Psalm 100 but F . t is needed to complete what we have here . 

.I ' " ....-_J_ ,,�,\" . ilNI'lt:.c A To, FilL- A),tS£" U� ,V1� '-----.v 
4P _ f;rst) 5 1 I"e learn to know God by praising Him. 1IIIIt"lhat:mi9ht sound like a 

strallge statement to makE] ��I am thinking not of the way we might normally 
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praise GOd.�I __ g;"fhere are many people who are gathering together this morning 

supposedly to worship God and to praise God who don't even know Him . 

.. �p� who don't touch a Bible, don't have much in the way of understanding of the Scriptures. 

But is seems clear as you read this Psalm that one of the ways in which we come to 

know God in a greater way is by praising Him. _1his is ;the dominant theme of the 

Psalm. flon I lit 3 1;;8 60k especially at verse 1 and then liBI! 8! verse 4 .  "Make 

a joyful noise unto the Lord all ye lands." ---""{his means that the Psalm was n0t 

'--limited to the children of Israel) though it was primarily for them��en the 

psalmist says, "all ye lands," his desire is.,thatfmm all of the nations of the earth 

there should be a great swelling of praise and a joyful noise ascending to the God of 

heaven and earth. -l! verse 4 he adds)"!o H,·SSt "Enter into his gates with thanks-

9tvlng. II lb I doolt "JOlON 1:0;0 you tdiliL '86 eliulol: '81:;0 "'012Ri ,� 81.6 � of course is 

talking abou t the gates of the temple as the children of Israel would come bringing 

their sacrifices to the Lorc)but there is a sense in which as we come to the house of 

God to worship the Lord)we are coming to I� place that has been dedicated to His 

service,where we meet together to hear the 'Word of God •• � come from all of the 

trials and the business and the difficulties of our livesJas well as the blessings. 

ltt as you entered into these doors this morning a good !ss* a?f�'::I�r*,'8,il;# 
J 

�i, ihaal1y is, lIid'lji7tcQm�did you enter into the�e gates with thanksgiving? Did 

you enter into His courts with praise? Are you here this morning to be thanKful unto 

Him and to ble!;s His name? _'\hat's why we ought to be here. _\here may have 

been things in your life and my life during the past week that we don't understand. 

I heard of a man this week who is having some real difficulties in his own life and 

he can't understand why God doesn't help him and why he hasn't seen his prayers answered. 

But regardless of what our circumstances may be;iZ:tf t�e,'@ ;3 sorrow, if t�@i'ii is testing, 
. or _ If thBI @ i3 unanswered prayer� there is never any excuse for us not to come 

.exDres".>IW\<'i � house of God �(� liS (fur praise _ Ilil thanksgiving to Him iiR� 1;i enter 

to the 

into IIi!' 

gates 001 til Clldillugi .:9 aild t8 he �I 232111; if! tRQ 118'U;0 Qf tRQ Lel'e( is Be ;U�ailkFul Jute 
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E 'jiL l!t me suggest some reasons why this is helpful forl'us. When we are thinking 

about thanksgiving and when we are praising the Lord it almost always keeps us thinking 

about what our blessi ngs are. Now you might be WeigY'ed down with a great deal of 

difficulty alii! �I?iblgR16 afI8 as you look back over the past week.you might feel that 

there has been very little that has gone on that's been good, PAd it's 3 IIuh tha,i; 

��i} you are glad it's over and you hope you never another 
w(c..1<... .J , aile jU!i Eltuetlj like it. _ tour week may have been like that. But when you come 

to the house of God, when you come to gather with the peopl e of God, you are to come) 
according to the Scriptures, for the purpose of praising Him. The Word says "In every-4rn,s. 
thing give thanks:for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus.concerning you," We 18) U "(,,,, $. lloJ \1) , 
are not only to pray without ceasrtng but we are to rejoice evermore. t rlll'': if I unle 

.• Ao.i (.O\M� C ,0' conscious of all the burdens)and yet I know that iiE I COllie to Lilt hOl@j one of my reasons 

to look at the things during the past week that I can recognize as blessings from God. 

��e minute I begin to do that I suddenly come to discover that instead of the past 

week being filled with everything that I would like to avoi� I 
,�

inil .Ioiii the past,week 

is like any other week in the year_�a week in which God has literally loaded me 

with His blessings. !IS I iT mad? HII!C;OU! sf �; blessipgs r,R(IId , 11J1A I l ook at 

my blessings. I have to recognize where these blessings have come from. James t�lls 
/(Je.,n!fl:..s t. 1'7}J 

us that, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from abovEIII'an'a' so the blessings -

d'kC(s�u.>e1 d'ff' l '  -" ,, �'" ' th 1 f h t  even the way the Lor 1ll6) '!IuE �Ii@ my 1 lCU tles, 3 P Al! lS e resu t o w a 

the Lord is doing. ? I I can lift my heart in thanksgiving and praise to Him,but 
.:r:. c..� cJ�o 1<.C<.:V" V\ a....IIO"lT �d 
as I look at these blessings. ani as T En il�ii things that G " IS O6I1IY I • aHii tiler;; 

God is known by the works which He performs)so that the very blessings which God gives 

to me and the frequency of these blessings,and the way in which they continue to come J - tk<.  *tuJ week aMer week iln!1 ';iiik�.1 materia-1'b'lessing� �lessings of health, the 
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blessings of having enough foo,) fe, ou, bodies. the blessing;of being able to l ive in 
\t)\A.rlMA� 'I safety,not to mention tl > 1)' sp1ritual blessings.lthat tkHI l.a,,11 �i its os. All pf 

tJ&iSC die .. ot Oil13 B19!slllgS thaC HaVE COlliE FIOili &e� �'Ii iRi e@l) natllri sf '!lte blessliigs 

-a..t( help me to understand what kind of a God I have,ill!9 hi,!, urQ£ far wo in iRil "indo, fu� 

':):i'll tQat He da n . .):Y.::iiI*t1'he nature of God determi nes the ci1aracter of Hi s bless i ngs, 

so that when I recognize the blessings, this helps me to understand God. And the 

end result is that I praise Him. The psalmist said at the end of Psalm 50, " Who so 

offereth praise glorifieth me." �enever you are glorifying God you are helping 

to manifest God, you are helping others to unferstand what God is like,sa that:)? recog­

nizing His bl essings,you have a part of��eat work that Ggd GPptiPI,!§ to do in 

making Himself known to men. 

:tt:. yS£'<Z.� \HE �Oa.O wltti C:r\..M rJe,S: 
./t't c:tgm: �cond11 we learn to know God through serving Him. You have that in verse 2. 

"Serve the Lord with gladness. " • 'ery Christian ought to be serving the Lord . 
. C C!lV" 

�-10metimes this service is in the church teaching Sunday Schoo� involved in the 
otk.M" 

ministry of the church in some/way. The Hebrew expression that the psalmist uses 

here is a word which means service of any and'all kinds. It's a word which could 

be used to descri be bond servi ce. It's a word that woul d descri be bri ngi ng thei r 

offerings and their sacrifices to the Lord when they came to the temple,and again 

. t' �d 'US . d' . . t . . bl k h L d . h . 1 S a comma." . _ an 1n 1cat10n 1 1S POSS1 e to now t e or W1t out serv1ng 

Him/but i/s not possible to know the Lord and to fail to serve Him if you want 

to be in the place of blessing. Every child of God is a servant of Go,? �!fOlOj' sAile­

��iI ��::-\.A be serving the Lord in some way,.!l;a&&FIF!I=:!P""'IIIII"!!III!!fii!l1i!i 
� we are serving the Lor�we may be failing to serve the Lord with gladness. I don't 

know what your'ministry is) but when you come to that ministry, when I come to my ministr� 
do we do it eagerly with the joy of the Lord in our heart�aftf:�W%i:\� great I 
privilege that jt js of being able to serve Him? �ei O@ LiiE tOld pith g'adn13s.1! Bat 

:tt j'iI, ITQ,r,yrving God is one of the greatest means that He uses to teach us to know H Im. 
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L t ;....u... 'dte. l '  S . t e me _ one examp e ln cnp ure. �me gf iTI! hallo nozd tlcti8 Goe: &lid 6.8* 
jlgajp h"t ]'911 rem!nl�8' W,en Moses came back i·etoP llll� ef Egypt to lead the children 

of Israel out "o!Jf.i;;:::t:I:II' 1Ci1:a=:IZf:F::::IEi!I:I':Il",tt and to take them into the directieR of the promised 

land
.)
� everything was � working perfectly. Everything was going according to 

the plan� thp ,lap that Moses had in mind until he went to Pharoah and faithfully 
. �) k� 

gave Pharoah the Word of Go� apd'YMflMnnh the Lord(said,'let my people go that they 

may serve me." And Phaoroah met him with· a great big no. (I am not going to let the 

peoPle� �o is the Lord: I don't know Him. You don't have enough to do, that's the 

eeason you are making this pnti8i,ln. reqUeS�SuddenlY this work that looked like 
�'("fl.... it was going to be taken of ln short order just fell apart. And the officers of the 

('1-' 
),..r-0)>cY children of Israel were in trouble. It lee' 3d H't! hit! :"011 ihing I d hUiI uih batlts 

'0(.-4-" Lt .. oald !iaUe beell beUn jp iiri; Moses told the Lor�:tuld have been better if 

� .. i'ne had never come, iii �er,tI IJOeL beeil I!@Uer if he had never opened his mouth.8ee8�s.e 
.... f) .... �()' ��., o.f an 01 ClIE dl FI Ital Lies �I,a� Ud �aRe" pldce. Do you remember what God said to Moses? 

rf:� He. said this, and illl . ,est eri' th@ �;",e Itl Egj'�t slid, sall5 ,e� SQwlei sAj' a.l-1--el:e me 

that ttley were jn the wilderness was a resplt Of thjs ; U C nb 1,IId Fu",B u,,'"k I ..... r'v .... c;: .... , .... ... ... .... 

� serve the LOi eI; be I d ¢gma..eaCk ¥ dg t.�h 1 i 0 F (58£1. He fi&& rami! e3 S !� 

I\c.,ew that this was Hit@ 'ardis will fer his ljfe and yet "hep jt all falls aDa�nd We 

iDes �"'i..iaw n,gd.. .. .heIwl._$.-=i:ioj,j,(jj!il .... ��I-w.�oIi�Hiodd .. }.,.o6'u�sO/iellln"'d oool��"1aiiiind""-+J' j� ;cab! Ildofli I t 
S o..Lc\ , �.ltJJ;w!"��W��..lJI ��AQJ'''-J:.b.e....L.iml...S�ot..ii/;W·", "Now thou s ha lt see wha t I will do 

� 
I

CE". (p. " �, � Pharoah. " .And 506 �&.a! everything had �run smooth)'j)"nd Wises bits 90llt to 

PherooA Gild 3d ill M BhpE?P' > ! ,,' ij s¢'Ii me to ill F! Jet TlI ReQb� :Ar�aroah 

instead of saying<Ndhad responded by saying(when, Moses would have missed some of the 

greatest lessons that God had to teach him concerning tbe liRR ledge of &eJ Himself. It 

was in those difficult days that followed)when it seemed that the Word of God meant 

absolutely nothing}that Moses was to learn that God was a God who could 'not fail.�� 
learned by the way God dealt with him what God was actual ly like. Therefore ,if we 

serve the Lord under difficulty, if ,:;}¥>& the !? J against obstacles
J
and we all 
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d�'we wrestle not against flesh and blood�et's serve Him with gladness, knowing 

that Io/e not only has appointed us to this service bu.Lkli8ii ili� that in the midst of the 

service with al l of its difficulties, God is going to be teaching us things about Himself 

that. we can only learn in that way. 
� 'f 
..»A- .  COME �f"PE>tLt 

�We not only learn to know God through serving Him,but we learn to know 

God through fellowship with Him. dill' b .... .... '(au can come before His presence with 

singing in a group as we are here this morning, Or you can come before His presence 

with singing as an individual. I doubt if any Christian makes any great progress in 
\� h e. things of God �ap�d�i�R�h�R�i'�';�I�I��8�6�d�iW8�1�o�"g�a�5�II�e 1S in the company of other people all 

of the time. That is one thing, � difficulty about the Christian life today. We 

the 

feel that we have to be with other people most of the time. I would like to remind you 
-twtilt1 of Jacob this morning to illustrate this. Jacob returned home � after � 

years. He had. a large family. He was surrounded by his family continual ly. He was 

anticipating meeting Esau and he didn't relish the:idea because the last he knewJEsau 

wanted to kill him. But Genesis 32:24 SilYS this, "And Jacob was left alone. " __ 

¥WWVJIiM��e�\�rt'\���ccount of Penial where Jacob wrestled all night with 

to face and my 1 i fe has been preserved. " And so he called the name of the place Peni a 1. 

Before you came ,to this place of public"worship this morning)did you have a time by 

yourself when you entered into the Lord's presence with Singing� "'YOU couldn't sing 

audibly)at least the Joy of the Lord was in your heart. Have you already had time 

with the Word: If somebody callle to you ... � :ilea we this morning and said, "Could 

you tell me what you have learned about the Lord or what you have been reminded about 

concerning the Lord from your time with Him this morning1" woul d you have apything to 

say? 
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When you came here this morning) did you come here primarily to meet with Him, not 
0'('" 0.-

to meet your fri ends .... � attend :I;i+ef certa,i:n Sunday School class or even to be in 

this service? �am�U'�"i.MQ, j;lji...rlre£�A/"H;b s� Just as 

Jacob saw God face to face when he was left alone)so you and I by the grace of God 

can have that experience time and time again)whe') in the quietness of our own rooms..) 

��������������his precious book which God has given to we can take 
a.V\cl 

us )111@ Gag wr"e gaze upon the glory of our God and Father 'and of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

�Ae: '1K""l!s: tl "ard a!N" ��
c�¥>om those times knowing that we too have 

seen Him face to face. 

�. �1Il1)w 'IE TtH\, THE L.�t'ti), t\� lS �j)" 

"A fourth way that we know the Lord is through creation. 
K.now .}t 'Iia.t fu Lo-.d J I-k is 6:od. .  

says, \It is he that hath made us and not we ourselves." 

The third verse of our Psalm 

VO!! kn " 3 ilili 0 F LLi �8'C; p-'iares 
'lh..e. '>::(, gre "II) Qi"� � �tM3cvf'ilOS� two expressions seem to be self evi dent truths) 

fact that they �yet God has put them in the Word because He intends that the very 

are true shoul d mean somethi ng to us. II Know 'je that th,e Lord, he is God, II on the one 

hand and lIit is he thil t hath made us} and not we ourselves. II �I coul d go to other 
�lAc..h o..� passages of Scripture tM��f�J2 QJIftIII�l:@o Psalm 19:IIIb_ft S'@ellthe heavens declare 

the glory of Godjand the firmament showeth his handiwork." And we could;..rl; think 

of all the vas t reaches of the uni vers� if such a thi n1 were poss i b 1 e for us lili s 

1116111l1lg. Or I Gould take you to Romans chapter one)and I iii'll� show you that the testi­

mony of God in creation is so evident to all people of all generations that no one is 

without excuse.tiLt I just want to narrow it down this warning to this one statement 

that the psalmist makes about you and i�i�1; me. We are the creatures of God. Guided 

in our thinking by the Word of God
)

what .have �� earned about God from the fact that 

He made �� Since He did that)al'll!l rigee He's ?i�able !if bing that,JOIIJd p'l 99 n 

a step hJOtk;'i irn �r.!}�il\ever doubt that God !l. capable of fulfi 11 i ng the promi ses 

that He has made. If God had the wisdom to make these bodies of ours aM ",e'TA sti" 

di£,QHeriP97 t� ;WQMt tbpr� ohQ,d;eo; Qf.ellr'Q can you ever doubt the wisdom of God 
') 
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as you contemplate the miracle of your very being�body, soul and spirit� You and 
• 

I haven't done this.: we are not self made peopl�God made us. �-

� ue,� '1raoNdi,JBrk sF fi8��U SQQ�I:I 
'1\ o--t lQo\o;:,,,,..s 

even this aspect of creation, i.f w@ a.l'Sl ��� at man as he 

is revealed to us in the Word of God )then to some extent we are deficient in our knowledge 
IV") � H .. j:,,:\' 0\1\ of the Lord Himself. There seems to be some �in this passage het!n!9'"'�t 

that when you know that the Lord is God)�you really see man for what he is. � 

�erhaps our tendency today to put man on such a pedestal is because we have lost sight 

of what the Scriptures teach us concerning God Himself. 

11:-. "we A�l.E" �\> �f'LE."" 

FifthJ\,J� learn to know God through salvation. "We are his people and the sheep of 

��.t..<�-tIOe""<�rt�,r'This is undoubtedlYrapart from the coming of the Lord Jesus) 
the greatest way in which God 

. � past, present,{future. 

has made Himself known ... By His work for our salvation, 
" 

�-+rioi.,.���:':'!...' ��lIIolot.�en I look at the wonders of salvation)� I see that God 

has dealt with us in infinite grace. God)through his So� has provided a finished 

wo r k . God has remo v ed my sin. 9Q,efti,!S..e:..A+!!-..j;.}fr'-4;-t1�HiP1'IUriJ:1... Go d has 0 rd a i ned th a t 

olle day we're going to stand in His presence conformed to the image and likeness of 

the Lord Jesus. �\Jen you see the truths of salvation as they ar.e revealed to us 
�'1 0-""". in the Word of God, �@ofJ' natiolM Q,fAo;1J¥� j�Zi;..a revelation to us of 

the kind of God that we have. If we are His sheep then obviously He is the shepherd. 

And if He is the shepherd, then He is the One that I can look to to provide for� 

� care for)�and protect me just as the shepherd takes care of his sheep. 

SE:. liTHE.. LOtt...o IS G-olD0 
II 

�T 
Jbe Jafi ��t 0}�� �ptalfi�m:ku���.t\'11.�� lfa��kf:wc!O�th���h ' ) 

His providential dealings jn our lives. �-gef�� 1� eliC Jart vb 3'@7' "For 



the Lord is good� his mercy is 

� is not a reference to 

"endures to all generations." 

everlastingjand his 

the Bible bU��Od'S 

\'­
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truth"'and the word truth here f'O�l1 -
faithfulness, 'his faithful�ess 

e 

���eJh��������������������an��-J�a������� 

�.JlIewo "Fe Lord is good in the sense that He Gould never be bad. 

His mercy is everlasting because it can never be exhausted. ¥Qu.� God's mercy 

is just as plentiful today as it was in the very beginning. And His faithfulness 

endures to all gener.ations. ��at's the reason the Bible doesn't have to 

be revised. When I see His faithfulness to Abraham,.] See Hi��f�to Moses, -
Uee.!iii trU+II'ri.Ii+:JMJ....to David, I don't have to cry out and say� Lord}did they use it 

all UP'?'�I know it is there,beG6use what God was � to them, He will 

be to me and � 1 � to you. �s� Nither Hi s goodnes) nor Hi s mercy, nor Hi s 

faithfulness can ever be exhausted . •. � ••• g,;.i·lhe psalmist 'k.P�_� I!ti knew 
Ll1..� t::o...h� 

this as a direct revelation. from Go�. �,;he knew it because he could see it in 

the way God had providentialy dealt with him in his life. Many of you listening to 

me th i s morni D9 have known the Lord for many, many years. -AoIIg...."....lLCoIoI""TTr"e;l�N<�.",.'I!I 

.e�� f1om where you are this morning ;i.p <;Wlf.l'it..:!:;-cQ e8"Jd�ck�+H"e 
) 

� look at God's dealings with you)even though there may have been times of bitterness 

;rti_ M'smisunderstandingJand times when you wondered why God didn't come to 

l-@oIkllj'",e:dd_QOJPwei.is;.-;ii"'�""!!"� 1I-oQ;I.Ir��'�.tt Q[lJdioa1o:l)'""' -tLmli 8I!!'t�YCOQ�II�y e n t hOW 9 h the time +e fI 9 UttWlS 

e w wouldn't you take this as a capsule of 

the way in which God has been deal ing with yOU� "The Lord is good, his mercy is everlast. ' 

ing and his truth endureth to all generati6ns." God never fails us. � 

�cirG'! 19reSpcfS u.,...Ui€ li�I:L 6'f"-the_We"tto.r:Cod �fj� w;t.b tllLthe� 

, . be si a 

�..sd�o�·-�e�t2i!!.n��I..Jl�;iI!""eot-!:l;K:)fOjlIll'!'�,.:j_\Jen I see Himl dOi-�g good things; exercising 
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Hi s mercy, fa ithfu1 under every conditi on, l'911 E eo �I:ell I unders tand even more 

going to ask you to turn � to I Corinthians 13. Now when a person starts 
. '/ f'!''I" SIAl -T II t ��l' 

out as Mr. A. W� Tozer describes it il1"p:: " If b9d., he starts out in a pursuit 

that can never end here on earth. And it seems from what we have in Scripture that 

eternity is going to be a continuing revelation of the greatness and majesty and 
,J..L� \ "- oT- \ c.c<' \ �\CI.AI\> \3 \f""'<A.A!» • Fav 1I\Cl'V ...J(,. 

glory of our God. �-e1;R 'tel',1l ef I �th'llWc...l3":- '!tluw \'9 EM �h i �tR.:t\-.� � lo..s�/ci��'1;�t � "fiu.< tc F<..c.� :��:r. �,v\. .. w 

\)/\ � rot; bA:t t�V\ sW\ J: �w Q...Vf.1f\. ().\ c:..\� 0 � ().w.. 1:::Y\.�w"':' 
1lIIl'" )'gW ".one reason heaven is �oing to be heaven is simply bI R because then OlAV 

:!J6' know1 edge of God wj 11 have a perfecti on about it that't,t can never have whil e we 

are here on earth. We love what we know of Him. I trust ::that your heart hungers 

to know more of Him�iOiiling, eveli as hE talte LI"It! e'l� �s liiOlililtg 

_ LOrd Jest:ts etl'f"ist"';R-Hh-de-e.\.b. 9tH" f}UTp6Sze fS'.tRilL t!'fJr �Hila:� 

But isn't it wonderful., 1M 'b , •• 10.& to 

think of our dear people who go to be with the Lord)���@¥�stepping from a realm 
15 fr � II 

that)regard1ess of what they know of the Lord)�like looking throughlg1ass .dark1� 
II ,\ 

but then suddenly, face to face)'� they know the truth concerning God in His perfection 

and glory and wonder and,� real i ze 11�@1i 1;"'8;' ggt h I:ea 5 gao tha t the thi ngs they ha.ve. 
) 

'''2 learned onffirth are in perfect agreement with what they have seen when they 

see God face to face. I trust that you and I will have increasing hunger in our hearts 

to know the Lord)and to see Him in more of His fuOness as he is revealed to us in this 

wonderful Book. 


