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THE WRATH OF GOD Romans 1:18-32 

One of the most touching scenes in Scripture if found in Acts 20 where the Apostle 

Paul met for the last time with the elde�s of the Ephesian church. You remember 

the circumstances there. He was in Miledes and he sent for the el ders to come. It 

was there that he not only exhorted them concerning their own work in the future but 

he reviewed with them his own ministry among them. I don't think any pastor or 

missionary or Christian worker of any kind and for that matter any parent cou l d  set 

for himself a greater goal than to be able to say to our own people under whatever 

circumstances it might be what Paul said to these elders. I am referring to his words 

in verse 27 when he says, I have not shunned to decl are unto you all the counsel of 

God. Perhaps we coul d paraphrase those words for today with these words. I have 

faithfully taught you every part of the Word of God. Earlier in that same chapter 

in the 20th and 2 1st verses he said this. I have kept back nothing that was profitabl e 

unto you but have showed you and have taught you publically and from house to house 

testifying both to Jews and also to the Greeks repentance toward God and faith toward 

Our Lord Jesus Christ. Now all of these words mean that Paul recognized that he had 

an obl igation to God in his ministry and that he also had an obligation to people. 

�ut these two obl igations are actually fulfil l ed in one ministry. He not only 

to preach and teach the Word of God but he was to teach and preach all of the Word 

of God. And every servant of the Lord Jesus Christ is under the same commission today. 

When Paul wrote to Timothy in his last epistl e Preach the Word, I I  Timothy 4:2 he 

obviously meant preach all the Word. Now this brings me to my subject for this 

morning. One of the subjects of Scripture that is taught most extensively throughout 

the Bible in the Old and the New Testament . is the subject of it he wrath of God. It's 

a.l so ca 1 1  ed the anger of God, the fury of God, the judgement of God and there are 

other expressions that are used in Scripture too. And one writer has said that a study 

of the concordance will show that there are more references to the anger, fury and 

wrath of God than there are to His love and tenderness. And yet in spite of this 

another writer has made this observation. He asks this question, How often during 
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the past year did you hear or if you are a minister'didyou preach a sermon on the 

wrath of God? How l ong is it I wonder since a Christian spoke straight on this 

subject on radio or television or in one of those half column sermonettes that appear 

in some national dailys and migazines. And if a man did so how long woul d it be before 

he would be asked to speak or write again. The fact is that the subject of divine 

wrath has become taboo in our modern society and Christians by and large have accepted 

the taboo"and conditioned themselves never to raise the matter. This same writer goes 

on to say to an age which has unashamedly sold itself to the gods of greed, pride, 

sex, and sel fwill the church mumbl es all about God's kindness and says virtual ly 

nothing about His judgement. Now there is no question but that we need to tal k 

about the kindness of God, His l ove, His grace, His mercy, His l ovingkindness. But 

if we are to be faithful to our calling we must also speak of the wrath of God. In 

a very real sense man cannot understand the kindness of God as he should if he 

does not understand something about the wrath of God. And so I want to speak on 

this subject this morning as we continue talking about the attributes of God. And 

l-want you to see first of all something that is very obvious in the Word and yet 

I would like to review this with you this morning that there is such an attribute in 

God. Now in our Scripture reading this morning, the first verse that we read was 

this, For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against al l ungodl iness and 

unrighteousness of men who hold down the truth in unrighteousness. Now God is no 

less God because He is a God of wrath. Some have tried to come to some decision or 

conclusion as to why we hear so little about the wrath of God. And at least the suggestion 

has been made that it seems unbecoming to God to think of a God who gets angry. But 

when you see that the wrath of God, the anger of God is simply God's response in 

holiness and righteousness to the sin of men then you see that it would be hard b 

think of a God who is holy and righteous if He were not angered by the sin of men. 

Psalm 7:11 the later part of the verse says that God is angry with the wicked every 

day. The wrath of God our text says this morning is revealed, revealed in Scripture 
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and in many different ways. And I would like just to review some things that most 

of you know this morning, ways in which the wrath of God has been revealed in Scripture 

and once you begin to note this subject you see thaUf you were to take all ·Ufe references 

to the wrath of God or the judgement of God out of Scripture you wouldn't have hardly 

anything left. The wrath of God is revealed first of all against the world generally 

and against particular nations, whole nations at specific times. Think for example 

at what happened in Noah's day. When the whole earth was destroyed with the exception 

of those who were with Noah in the ark. And you just go on a few pages in the book 

of Genesis and you come to that story of Sodom and Gomorrah where the wickedness of the 

city was so great that it had reached heaven itself and God moved against those 

cities in judgement. Perhaps we can't fully understand what God was doing when He 

delivered Israel from the land of Egypt but I am sure that if we had seen Israel in 

its power and glory in that day we would have been amazed to see how God humbled that 

nation and then as the Lord led His own people through the Red Sea how the Lord destroyed 

the power of the land of Egypt. Or think of Israel at Kadesh Barnea when the spies 

went into the land and ten of them came back and said we can't go into the land, the 

w.alls are too high,the people are too numerous, their armies are too great. Only 

two Caleb and Joshua said let's rise up and go into the land,because God is able to 

give it to us. And because the nation believed the 10 spies instead of the two spies 

that whole generation died before God eventually led them into the land. Think of 

w.hat God did to the Caananite nations when under Joshua's leadership he led them into 

th.e land and the order was that they should utterly destroy man, woman, child, all of 

them because the wrath of God had been moved against them because of their ungodliness. 

Think of what God did to His own people when the Assyrians took IsraeJ and then later 

the Babylonians took Judah. Something happened that the people of God never thought 

would happen and because they had despised God, because they had despised His Word. 

And then when you follow the story think of what happened to the Assyrians and then 

what happened to the Babylonians and what has happened to the great world empires that 
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have followed and were predicted in Scripture. All are illustrations of the way in 

which God moves against mighty nations and large numbers of people in judgement. 

And then if you and I are to take the book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ and 

see the judgements that are yet to fall upon the earth when millions and millions of 

people will fall under the judging hand of God again.we see that it has been revealed 

in Scripture, the wrath of God is revealed and in that b·ook, the last book of the 

New Testament which has so much to say about the glory of our Lond Jesus Christ we 

have a book that speaks more than any other book about the awful judgements of God. 

But this is only a part of the Word of God and then I haven't said anything at all 

and I won't say anything at all this morning about all of the illustrations from 

h.istory itself outside of Scripture where we have evidence of the fact that God is 

a God of wrath and a God of anger. But let me dall your attention to the fact that 

the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against individuals, against those who do not 

R�ow the Lord but often against those who do know theLord. And again all you have to 

do is to start thinking through the Word of God and as I mention these names each 

o�e of them will suggest to most of you I am sure the fact that God moves against 

individual people in judgement. Adam and Eve suffered a judgement that has affected 

the life of every person in this service this morning and every person who has ever 

lived on the earth except our Lord Jesus Christ. Cain fell into the judgement of God. 

Pharoah suffered divine judgement. Miriam became a leper because she had displeased 

God, Korah and Dathan and Abirham are names that go down in the history of Israel 

as men who came under divine judgement. Even Moses when he stood at the rock and God 

told him to speak to the rock and instead because of his anger toward the children of 

Israel he smote the rock twice and God closed the door on him from leading the children 

of Israel across the Jordan River into the promised land. 

the judgement of God. Saul fell under divine judgement. 

Samsom was one who experienced 

David, the man after God's 

heart who sinned so greviously on two occasions saw the judgement of God in a very tragic 

way in his own family. King Aziah who had been such a source of encouragement to the 
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prophet Isael was lifted up with pride in his own heart and become a leper unto 

the day of his death because of the way in which he displeased God. Nebucudneezer 

was humiliated and became like an animal so that he might know that the most high 

God rules in the affairs of men. And Herod who refused to give God glory fell under 

the judgement. There was a man in John 5 who had been sick for 38 years and the 

Lord healed and you remember the Lord said to him sin no more lest a worse thing come 

unto thee. And then as we get into the book of Acts rea 11y the fi rs t i 11 us trati on 

of divine judgement comes vlith the story of Annanias and Saphirah . Now this list could 

be enlarged. And perhaps I haven't mentioned the'names that you would mention. But 

this all teaches us that the wrath of God has been revealed against individuals and 

when we step outside of Scripture and look at every day life and we look at history 

in general then the illustrations are multiplied beyond what you and I can ever calculate. 

However..there is one example of divine judgement which goes beyond any other. The 

wrath of God against sin has been revealed in the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Son of God on the cross. He didn't die as you know for His own sins. He was 

the one person who has lived:on the earth who did not deserve to die. But He fell 

under judgement because of your sins and my sins. Isaiah says all we like sheep 

have gone astr.ay. We have turned everyone to his own way and the Lord hath laid upon 

him tile iniquity of us all. Paul .. says for he hath made him to be sin who knew no sin 

that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. And over and over again-in 

the Old Testament as well as the New Testament we see that the wrath of God has been 

revealed in what happened to the Lord Jesus Christ. And it was because of the wrath 

af Gad and what the Lord Jesus Christ was experiencing on the cross when He cried out 

i.n the agony of His own soul, My God my God why hast thou forsaken me. This manning 

i.n just a few moments we are goi'ng to be observing the Lord's Supper and as you take the 

bread and you remember that it is symbolic of the bo!ly of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

was broken and as you drink of the cup and you are reminded of the fact that this 

represents His shed blood and remember that the one thing that the Lord has really 
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given us to remember and to remember again and again concerning Himself is reminicient 

of the time when He fell under the wrath of a holy God in divine judgement for the sins 

of men. So there is, no question when you turn to the Word of God that the wrath of 

God has been revealed. Now God doesn't always exercise His wrath in the same way. 

Sometimes wrath is delayed for many years.as it was in the case of the Caananite nations 

when God waited after Abraham's day for 400 more years�liefore He moved aga i ns t them in 

judgement. Psalm 73 you may remember deals with the struggle of the psalmist when 

he was ra i sing questi ons 1 i ke thi s, why is it that people who don't know the Lord don't 

seem to have as much sickness, they don't seem to have as many troubles, they seem 

to prosper financially even more and yet when you look at the child of God you see 

their lives are burdened down with difficulties and they seem to have more than their 

share. And he says I was greatly troubled about 'this until I went into the sanctuary 

then understood I their end. So judgement may be�delayed sometimes. Sometimes it 

is swift and devestating. Sometimes the judgement of God is temporary in nature as 

was the case of the who'had been sick for 38 years. Sometimes its perma�ent and with 

respect to the future the judgement of God as we heard in Dr. Lockwood's solo this 

morning the judgement upon God upon millions of people is going to be eternal. The 

Word of God teaches uS that a day of wrath is coming in which there will be a further 

revelation of the righteous judgement of God. In which the Lord Himself will say depart 

from me ye cursed into everlasting fire prepared for'the devil and his angels. When 

Paul wrote to the Thessalonian church'6f that day to come he spoke of that't,j-me when the 

Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire taking 

vengence on them that know not God and obey not the gospel of our Lord;'Jesus Christ 

who shall be punished with everlastin g destruction fn�m;.:the presence of the Lord and 

from the glory of his power. I have been reiad�,ng from I I  Thessalonians verse 7-9. 

But let me spend the rest of the time this morning answering 2 questions. Why is 

it that God judges sin and secondly is there any way for man/to escape from the eMrnal 

judgement of God? As I was pre�aring my message this week I ran across one sta1tment 
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to the affect that if you were to say everything that could be.·said about the wrath of 

God and the anger of God and the judgement of God you would have to reproduce the Bible. 

ObvioiislYMe don't have the time for that this morning and so I want to say these 

things from Scripture in the hope that the Lord will use this in the lives of those 

of you who may be here' this morning without the Lord Jesus Christ and yet it is good 

for those of us who have fled from the wrath to come to know Why it is that God judges 

sin and what the means of escape is. Now why do we have all of these examples of 

the wrath of God revealed. The first answer that you could give to that question is 

that God judges sin for His own glory. Now this not only means that He shows through 

His wrath that He is righteous and that He is sovereign in the affairs of men but 

it even shows that He is, that He exists and that there is such a one as He is. Let 

me go back for just a moment to what I said a moment ago about Egypt at the time of 

the exodus. There is hardly any evidence at all that the Egyptians paid any serious 

attenti on to the God of Israel until they began to be judged with the ten plagues. 

And if you remember the early chapters of the book of Exodus you remember that you 

read over and over again that the reason that God was brin§ing those judgements was 

not primaril y to get Israel out of Egypt but that Pnaroah and the Egyptians as well 

as all of the Israel ites might know that He was the Lord. And the expression, the 

name that is used for God there is Jehovah which means that He is a living God. That 

He is an unchanging God and that He was not only the God of Israel but He was the 

God of heaven and earth, He was the God of all of the nations of the earth. And all 

of the"nations were ultimately accountable to Him. So that God in His righteousness, 

God in His holiness, God in His sovereign power exercises judgement that men may 

recognize that He is and that He is the God to wham they are accountable. If we were 

to have a tragedy that would touch our city today and I trust in the g�ace of God 

£ucfi a thing will not take place but if that were the case you would find all of a 

sudden that on the lips o f  the people of Portland there would be a lot of serious talk 

about God. Somehow we are so made that God has to move against men in some way to 
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awaken them to the fact that they are mere human beings corrupted by their own sin 

and that we are accountable to a living eternal sovereign God. But you go out on 

the streets of Portland today and the only thing that you hear about God usuall y is 

the name of our wonderful Lord used in blasphemy by men and women unfortunately and often 

young people and children who don't have the slightest idea who He is or what their 

responsibility to Him is or what God has done in order to meet the needs of sinful 

men. Isn't it going to be wonderful that when the Lord Jesus Christ returns as Paul 

w.rote to the Phillipian church every knee shall bow of things in heaven, things in 

earth, and things under the earth and .that every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord to the glory of God the Father. So the Lord is working for His own glory. 

And in order to bring the world to that place He is exercising judgement and will con

tinue to exercise judgement to the very end. But God judges sin also so that you 

and I will see exactly what sin is and the consequences of sin. God as I have said 

has many ways of judging"sin. I am not going to deal with that in detail this morning. 

But I do want to call your attention to our Scripture reading. And you can see in 

our Scripture reading how God's wrath is displayed at least in the instances sighted 

in this passage of Scripture. This passage has one extremely solemn message and I 

don't want you to miss it. And that is that God often judges sinners by giving them 

over to their sin. So that they sin more and more and more and reap the tragic results 

of their sin. Three times in the passage this morning we read that God gives men 

and women up to their sins or over to their sins to go deeper and deeper into sin and 

to reap these tragic results. Perhaps one reason that we are hesitant to speak about 

the wrath of God is because it forces us to speak out against the way of of life which 

has become generally accepted in our generation. Could any passage be more descriptive 

of 1 ife in Ameri ca than Romans 1. Isn't it amazi ng that we have politi cHns these 

days who speak in defense of the very sins that are spoken of here in chapter 1 as 

being utterly and completely displeasing to God and does it not tell us that we as a 

nation right now are under the judgement of God because the Word of God indicates that 
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when men exclude God and don't want to have anything to do with Him or His Word then 

God gives them over to the lusts of their heart and you find men going down into 

the depths of sin, the sins that are described in this chapter and the sins that 

we know that are prevalent even in our own city. How can a person in his right mind 

want to pursue the course that we have taken as a nation when we can all see the 

results that it has produced. I don't know of a time when people have been freer 

to sin then they are today and yet neither has their been a time in the history of 

our nation when there has been so much unhappiness, so much grief" so much tragedy, 

so much crime and all that goes with it in the things that we see taking place in 

Our nation today. One of my teachers in seminary helped me a great deal with regard 

to sin because he said you can learn the truth about sin in the Bible that.you will 

never see while you are 'experiencing sin because if we give ourselves to sin we are 

blinded to its nature, we are blinded to its results and you will see I was talking to 

a young man last night and perhaps this illustrates it in a place of business and 

as I went in there was a drunk coming out and I didn't know what he had been doing 

in this particular place but this young man said to me by way of explanation he says 

that man comes in here all the time and every time he comes in he's in exactly the same 

condition that you saw him in tonight. Men become slaves to their sin and bondage to 

their sin but you see this is the reason the wrath of God has been revealed in Scripture 

because Scripture doesn't excuse sin, Scripture exposes' ·sin, Scripture shows us what 

sin is and Scripture shows us what sin will do in your life and my life. The wrath 

of God has been revealed so that.you and I will recognize what sin actually is. And 

then I want to link this for just a moment even with this second question that;! have 

as ked because you can see from thi s passage' that God judges sin so that men wi 11 recogni ze 

the need f� salvation. Did you ever stop to think that you would not really know 

the meani ng of sal vatton if it were not for the term that we ha ve in Scri pture the 

wrath of God or the anger of God. Perhaps when you talk to people about salvation if 

you just. introduce the word maybe by asking them are you saved, they may come back at 
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you with a question that will reall y suggest the issue because the question that 

they ought to come back with is this, saved from what? What are we being saved from? 

Why is this word that God is doing in our hearts if we have trusted: J�sus Christ as 

our Savior why is it called salvation. Now perhaps this is the reason that the world 

has so littleinter�st in salvation because they have heard so little about judgement, 

about the wrath of God and about an eternal hell and you know in our own day and I have 

run across it in several instances recently there is an upsurge of teaching that you 

find every once in a while in the history of the church where evangel ical Christians, 

many of them are denying that there is any such place as eternal hell or any such thing 

as eternal judgement. Yet it is plainl y taught in the Word of God. Now look at our 

read}ng,;this morning and let me go back just a couple of verses where Paul says in 

verse 1 6  in that'verse which many feel is the'kt;!Y verse of the book of Romans, for 

I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation 

to everyone that believeth to the Jew first and also to the Greek . For therein is 

the righteousness of God reveal ed from faith to faith as it is written the just shall 

lHe by faith- for the wrath of God is reveal ed from heaven against all ungodl iness 

and unrighteousness of men. Now you see the order of the passage. The wrath of God 

has been revealed and the wrath of God has been revealed because we are dealing with 

a ;od of righteousness. The righteousness of God has been revealed and this leads me 

back to the Gospel of. our salvation and the Apostle Paul who knew that in the city O'f 

Rome there were people who were just taken up as they are in Portland and every other 

major city in the country with making a living and having a good time and doing the 

things that they want to do and then confronted with all of the problems that sin brings 

and the hopelessness and despair and he can say to that Roman church on behalf of 

their ministry in the cith of Rome you never need to be ashamed o f  the Gospel of 

Christ because Christ is the only one who can possibly solve the question of sin and 

the affects of sin that you see in the lives of people. I trust that you and I believe 

that. We are hea�ing today a lot about problems and about needs in our families in 
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our individual lives, in our homes, in our businesses and our nation': And there is only 

one answer and that's the answer that you and I find in the Word, the answer that 

points us to our Lord Jesus Christ. Now in a sense I have already given you the answer 

to my last question but I wa�t to deal with it in just a few minutes that remain. 

Thank God there is hope of escape from the judgement of God. But let rne say very clearly 

this morning that there is only one hope. There is only one way of escape. You can 

go out in our nation and you can hear about hundreds,uJ professed ways but I have 

no doubt in my mind thiS�morning that there is only one and it's in the Gospel of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. There·'.are many verses;,;that we could talk about this morning but 

let me give you just one. A verse which contains words which the Lord Jesus gave 

Which answer our question this morning perfectly. It's a verse which I am sure many 

of you know John 5:24. Verily, verily which is the Lord's way of introducing something 

th.at was not only very important but something that was absolutely true, no question 

about it, you don't need to have any reservations about this statement, listen, he 

that heareth my word and believeth on him that sent me hath everlasting life and 

shall not come into comdemnation or a better translation would be and shall not come 

into judgement but is past from death unto life. Now the Lord Jesus said that. He 

Who hears my word believes on him that sent me hath everlasting life. Why was the Lord 

Jesus Christ sent in the world. The rather sent the Son to be the Savior of the world 

the Scriptures say. He carne to provide salvation from our sin and from the consequences 

of our sin. Paul wrote to Timothy and he told Timothy Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners and you see that's exactly what we are. He came to deliver sinners so 

that'iJ··you are trusting in Christ you are saved. You will never come into judgement. 

If you are nD't then you are under the judgement of God. You are under the wrath of 

God and eternal wrath which means eternal judgement in hell is the only thing that 

llwaits you as long as Jesus Christ is not your Savior. The Lord Jesus said if you 

believe not that I am he you shall die in your sins. He told the Pharisees in John 

9:41 your sin remaineth and I want to add to these statements the words of Paul in 



page 12 

Ephesians 5:6 and you have practically the same thing in Colossians 3:6 where after 

mentioning a long list of sins he declares for because of these things the wrath 

of God cometh upon the children of disobedience. So men have only one of two alternati�es. 

Either we receive ehri�t and are delivered from the wrath of God because of His 

sacrifice for us on the cross when He bore the sins�;of men or you face God with 

the full responsibility of your sins plus the fact that you have not believed in the 

name of the only begotten Son of God. I have been speaking of a very solemn subject Ii 

this morning. There isn't any subject that is more solemn than this is but it's the 

truth and I trust that any of you who are here this morning who do not know the Lord 

Jesus Christ as your Savior wil l recognize that God has provided a way of escape 

that this way of escape is through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and that there is 

no other way. It's either Christ or an eternity without Christ and without God under 

the eternal wrath and judgement of an almighty God. And I trust that the Spirit of God 

wjl1 use what I have said this morning to bring any of you who are without Christ not 

only to the recognition that you need sa1vation but that in His wonderful grace this 

morning f[ght where you sit you will open your heart and put your faith and trust in the 

Lord Jesus Christ as your own �ersonal Savior. And as we come to the Lord's table 

I trust that these words will linger in each one of our hearts and as we take the 

bread and as we take the cup those of us who know the Lord wi 1 1  1 i ft our hearts in 

thanksgiving and praiSe to God that in spite of our sin and in sp:tte 'of the fact 

we had nothing to offer to God except hearts that: need to be cleansed from sin. God 

in His wonderful grace has made known the Gospel to us that Jesus Christ died on the 

cross to save us from our sin and by His wonderful grace we have trusted Iftl\l all the 

glory and honor and praise belongs to Him. 


