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TJ:F PCV?nTY rT<' GCD'S seN 
2 Cor. <\:9 

::Ocrj pt.ure reading: Phn. 2: 5-11. 

Int.ro: 'l'h8re are four hooke :in the NT ",Idch eleal ",H,h the 
1 i fe of C'rj et. on eart.h. They are: Nat.t.heH, Hark, 

Luke,and John. Of t.)lese, only tMO "ive llS any jnformat.jon 
concernin<:( t.he hirt.h of Christ.. These t.HO are Mat.theH and 
Luke. 

Luke ghes ue t.he moet. information. But. hoth 14atthe;r and 
Luke are concerned '-lith t.he rJiraculous nat.ure of our Lord's 
hirt.h. Hatt.heH tells 11ml Joseph st.rugp;led ;rith t.he fact. t.hat 
Mary ;ras going to have a cl,nd; Luke tells us that l<lary her
self had said, "lIOH shall t.Ms be, seeing I knoH not. a man?" 
(Luke 1:3�,). 

The angel of t.he Lord told Joseph precisely t.he same t.hjng 
H',ich Gahrjel (possjbly the same angel ) told Joseph: "That. 
Hhich is conceived in her is of t.he Holy Spirit." (Hat.t. l:2')b). 

So, ;rhether He bel:i eve H or not, the Bible makes it very 
clear t.hat. t.here Has never a bjrt.h like t.hat of Jesus of 
Nazareth in t.hat. He ;ras born of a virgin, t.hat. He had no human 
fat.her, and t.hat. His bIrth Has due t.o miraculous concept.Ion 
by the Holy SpIrit. 

No",--if you Here readinp; thE> Go�pels for the fir�t. t.ime you 
'lOuld begi n to di Bcover as you read t.hat. t.he account.s of jUs 
hirt.h give us t.he explanation "e need for the unusual t.hines 
Hhjch He did and said--for t.he amazing Person t.hat He Has! 

Hi s ] i fe was ,Ii thout vi olat.ion of t.he Word of God. 
",it,r'out sin. He did not hesitat.e to violat.e th,,;r 
t.radit.jons, but. He did not. disobey t.he Scriptures. 
as no man 'ever taught.. He performed miracles that. 
never seen hefore, and have not ::een sjnce. 

He Has 
empty 

l{e taught. 
men had 

John is really speaking for an four
o{he Gosp"l Hri,t.ers Hhen 

'1e says t.oHard the end of t.he Gospel of John, "Bnt. t.IJese are 
;rritt.en, t.hat. E mi"ht. believe t.hat. Jesus is t.he Christ., t.he 
S on of Goo; and t.hat. hel! 'wi nr, ye ni rht have ] j f-e through hi s 
name" (John 20:31). 

AIl of t.he ot.her writers of the I>"l' "riters concur in t.his 
conclusion. They all believe in !£§ real humanjt.y of Jesus 
Chri st. liut t.hey also believe in tho absolut.e Deity of Jesus 
Chrjst--that we have in Him t.he God-man, One Hho is unique 
among all men Hho ever lived on this eart.h. 

I would like to st.ate this morning that. I also believe it. 



I know that l'lost of you do too. I wish that everyone here 
could come to this conclusion, that Jesus Christ did not 
begin to exist when He was born of the virgin Mary, but that 
He was actually wHhout any beginning since He ,:,as AND IS the 
eternal Son of Godl 

Having said all of this I ,:,ant to take you to a very important, 
but very unucual,NT text: 2 Cor. 8:9� 

In doine So I am not goJng to pay a great deal of attention to 
the context. But just so you will know that I am not ignoring 
the context, let me say that this � is � ill ustration. 

In 2 Cor. 2:8, 9 YO\l have the two most important chapters in 
the Bjble on giving. The greatest example of giving to be 
found anywhere in the Scriptures (or O\lt) is to be seen in 
events ,:,hich ,:,ere initiated by the birth of Jesus Christ. 

Lj den to the ,�ay the Apodle Paul expresses it. (Read 2 Cor. 
8:9. ) 

Let me attempt a very literal translatjon of the verse, riving 
you the order of the words as they are found in the original 
text. It reads Bke this: "FOR YOU (pI.) KNOiI TH'.� GRACE OF 
OUR LOHD JESUS CmUST, THAT ON ACCCUNT OF YOU HE BEClIl·IE POOR, 
P":IFG RICH, IN ORDER THAT THRCllGH rus POVERTY yeU NIG'lT BE 
l-'ll\Il": RICH." 

(Re-read it.) 

There are at least four truths which are either stated or 
implied in this Verse concerning 

(1) Jesus Christ ,:,as rich. 
poor. 
poor. 

poverty and riches: 

(2 ) 
(3 ) 
(1,) 

\,e hUlnan beings are 
J·esus Christ became 
He became poor that we might be made rich. 

\fuen you put all of thi s into the NT picture you can see that 
Paul means that Jesus Christ was rich before He became a man, 
that in becond ng a man He became poor, and that through Hi s 
coming into the Horld, man ,:,ho is poor can be rich. 

If you noticed the transl ation I gave you, you noticed this 
stB.tement: "That. on account of you He became poor, beinC' 
rich.1I 

\·!ha t noes thi.s mean? 

Here,agajn, you see the accuracy of Scr:ipture. It means that 
in hecomjng "poor" He did not. cease to be "rich"--that in 
hecominf, man He did not. cease t.o be God altloough men would be 
inclined to deny His Deity because of His humardtyl 



Let 11S see jf He can understand t1oi8 verse. You have the 
basic message of the �IT compressed into this one verse. 

I. WI-IAT IDEAS ARE \>JE TO ATTACH TO THE WORllS, "RICH" AND 
"PCOR"? 

It is certai nl y true that our Lord came to the earth in 
poverty. 

Although He Has horn into the royal famHy of Inael, He 
1,18.8 born at. a t.ime ",hen t.he family had fallen into dire 
straits. On one occasjon Hhen one man expressed a desire 
to be His di seiple, our Lord Harned him by saying, "Faxes 
have holes, and bjrds of t.l-Je air have nests; but t.he Son 
of man hath not Hhere to lay his head" (Luke 9:58). 

Nothing in the Gospels Hould lead us to believe that our 
IeI'd possessed material Health "hile He "as here. Haybe 
this is "hat Paul means. 

But, neither do "e find that He made His disciples rjch. 
Peter , speaking to a 'f)an in Jerusalem "ho had been lame 
from birth said to him, "Silver and gold have I none" ! 
Cf. Acts 3:6). 

So "e can eliminat.e riches in the sense that it "as money. 
Surely materia] 118al th Hould have nothi ng to do "ith the 
Lord before Hi s bi rth. 

There is a l,int, hOHever, of "hat Paul means in a story 
"hi cl, t,he Lord told, recorded j n Luke 12, heIC; nnin,:r "ith 
v. If,. l'ie �p8ak of it as � parable of the ri ch fool. 
Do you rAFAmher th8 story? Let. me read it to you. 

(!lead Luke J 2 : J 1'.-21. ) Not.e esped any v. 21. 

HBre is our key. IT IS PQ'lnBLE TO BE RICH IN THIS Hom,D'S 
GCODS, AND YET POVFRTYc.8TRICKEN SPIRITUALLY! The hro, 
"or] dly ri ches and srj ri tual ri ehes , can p:o to",eth'n', but 
not necessad ly. 

Jesus Chrjst 
to"ard God." 
sin has been 
naturally is 
share jn our 
toward God. " 

throughout all eterni.ty past had been "rich 
livery man born into this 1,mrld since Adam's 

born in abject spiritual poverty. No man 
"r; ch to"ard God." Jesus Chri st came to 
poverty in order that He mie;ht make us "rich 

This leads me t.o a second question. 

II. IN WI'lAT SENSE ARE YOU AND I BY NATURE SPIRITUALLY POOR? 



Paul anSHers tllat question "dth tHO Hords in Eph. 2:12. 
The 1wrds are these : "without God. " 

Arid because "e are ""ithout God," He are "ithout life, 
without forgiveness', ",Ithout hope, and accordi ng to ROLl. 
5:(, He are ",ithout the strenath to do anything about it. 

If you do not have God (and you cannot have God ",ithout 
Ghrist) , tlcen it makes very little d:ifference "'hat else 
you might have. YOU llEALLY �!AVE NOTHING. That is "hat 
tlce Lord "as saying in Hip parable. 

But, you say, is there nothing that. I can do about. it? 

I mu�t ans"er, absolutely not.hing! BUT, t.M.s is just "hy 
the Lord J caus CbTist came to the earth. 

So, no;" 1et us ask, 

III. IN �IHAT SENSE DO THESE TERMS APPLY TO HIM? 

"T"ough He ",as rich." Think of the rel aticns"ip betMcen 
the I'atr'er and the Son throuGhout eternity . He have a 
glir:pse of it in our Lord's high priestly prayer in John 
17:5, "And nm" C' Father, g lorify thou me ",ith thine o"n 
self '"ith lli "lory ",hi ch 1 had "ith thee before the ;,orld 
was. " 

There had never been anything bet",een the Father and t he 
Son. All had heen perfect. The fello",ship had never once 
been interrupted. 

But our Scripture reading this morning tells us hOH the 
Lord exchanged m s ri. ches with God for a poverty "hich 
you amI ",i11 never understand until He get to heaven. 

He Has born ilS a man. He lived a life on earth in ",hi. ch 
many never recogni zed Hi.m to be any r10re than a man. He 
never once sinned, but Paul tells uS right here in 2 Cor. 
that Gbd""made Him to be sin for us." Isaiah prophesied 
it in the 'dords , "And the Lord hath laid upon Him (Christ) 
the iniquity of us all. " 

But never "as the poverty of our Lord more apparent than 
"'hen He cried from the cross, "My God, my God, Hhy hast 
Thou for�aken me?" (Hatt. 27:1,6, a qnotaU C'n Crom Psa . 
22: 1) • 

Oh, He diel not cease to be the Son of God. He "as rcich in 
that Sense. But He became "poor" because He experienced 
the conflequences of Qur sj,n, the very thing w11j ch every man 



or. �" . (' 
� . .  -' 

Hi]] have to Elxper5 enee for Mmself if he does not find 
out hOH to be "rich to'.1ard God." 

Thi s leads me to my fourth que:ctjon. 

IV. HOI, DO YOU AND I COME INTO THESE SPIRITUAL RICHES? 

Cur anSWOlr j s in Eph. 2: L,.-9. Let me read it for you. 

'loVl do I get these rj ches, this life with God, tlej s 
relationship "'hich js out of my reach? 

It is "by grace • • • through faj th • • • the gift of 
God." 

And how long "ill it last? 

"That in the ages to come he m:i.ght sheH the exceeding 
rj ches of hj s grace in his kindness tmlard us through 
Chdst Jesus" (Eph. 2:7). 

In Eph. 1:3, Paul tells ho" ri ch a Ghrl stian is. 

� :  Is is posEiHe that you are one Vlho has treated the 
story of Christmas as a time "hen "e celebrate the 

bj rth of Jesus Chrl s t, but you have never felt that trj s had 
any real meaning for you. 

Let me say this mornjng that if you have never trusted God's 
S on as your Sav; our, you are poor, you have notleing! 

But that can fl.] I change if you "ill recognj ze hm/ deep your 
need js because of your sjn, and tr,at JeruE Chrjst ,rill gjve 
you forgivene�s, eterna} l1.fe, a. heavenJy hope, daily peace, 
and much, much more jf you ,.,;]] only trust Him as your Savjour. 

Host of us here tM s mornj ne are Chrj stj ans. Hay I have a Hard 
"jth you before J cJose. 

When Jesus Chri.st djctated His letter to the Laodicean Cburch 
He used some very tragic Hords. Let me r8ad them. Cf. Rev. 
2:17, ISb. 

\vhat did He mean--that they had lost their riches in Ghrist, 
that they were no loneer the children of God? 

No, He djd not mean that. But He djd mean that jt is possible 
for Hi.s people to mj stake material possessions for spjrHual 
riches. rIoH rjch are you? 

Some one has said, tiThe Church can no longer say, 'Silver and 
gold have I none, :1 but nej ther can it say, 'but, such as I have 
give I thee. "' 
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