
THe -- 4/�/Hj a.m. 1 Peter #10 

THE P EOPLE OF GOD 
1 Peter 2:9, 10 

Intro: Our text for this morning is 1 Peter 2:9, 10. 
take your Bible and read it with me, or quote 

you have it memorized. 

Pl ease 
it if 

The world is made up of two kinds of people in the eyes of the 
Lord--those who believe in Christ for salvation, and those who 
do not; those who believe the Bible, and t hose who do not; 
those to whom Christ is precious, and those to whom He means 
little or nothing . 

P eter began v .. 9 with a word of contras t :  II IIBut . .. .. He 
had been writing about those who stumble at the Word of God, 
those who are disobedient to the Word of God, those who have 
examined Christ , and rej ected Him, those who were doing what 
t hey were doing by t heir own wil l ,  and yet were divinely 
appointed for the very t hing t hat t hey were doing--with all of 
its dire consequences . 

And then he said, "But , "  indicating t hat he was going to look 
at the other side, at those who do bel ieve the Word of God, 
those who do trust in Christ, those to whom He " i s  precious . "  
What did he write about t hem? Or , since most of us are in 
that c ategory this morning, let me phrase my question by 
c hanging one word: What did he write about us? How else c an 
we descri be those who bel i eve in Christ? 

Peter really did three t hings in these two verses . First he 
stated: 
1) WHO WE ARE . 
2) HOW WE BECAME WHAT WE ARE . 
3) WHAT WE ARE TO DO. 
Let us look at these in t hat order . 

1. WHO WE ARE . 

Look at your Bible and you will see six ways in which he 
described a true Christian. Let me point them out , and 
t hen discuss eac h one for a few minutes . In v. 9 he said 
that we are: 
1) II A c hosen generation . 1I 
2) II A royal priesthood . "  
3) IIAn holy nation . "  4) itA pecul i ar people. 1I 
And then we have two more in v. 10: 
5 )  "The people o f  God . "  
6) Those who " have obtained mercy . "  

In using these terms Peter really has given us the out
standing themes of this Epistle. 



A .  "A c hosen generation . II 

1 Pet . 2:2,9, 10 (2) 

Peter was not using t he term "generation" l ike we 
would describe t he people of our day by saying t hat we 
are "the people of this generation , "  but the word he 
used here means t hat we are of t he same family , of the 
same stock; we are individualS who all have one thing
in c ommon : we are, as he said in v .  10 , " t he people 
of God. " 

I will wait until we get t o  v .  10 to describe " t he 
people of God , "  but let me point out here that y ou and 
I who be l ieve in Christ bel ong to this group of people 
who are to be found in every period of time from the 
beginning up until now have been " c hosen" by God to be 
what we are . It was not our· idea,  but God's . We did 
not originate our relations hip with God and His 
people; God chose us to be His people . 

This was not meant to be a c ontroversial truth, but t o  
be a subject f or praise to God. Cf . what Paul said in 
writing t o  the believers at Ephesus in Eph. 1 : 3 ,  4. 

Let me call you attent ion again to 2 Thess . 2: 13, 14 
( because we have l ooked at them before)  . 

The origin of our relationship t o  God goes back before 
the beginning of time when God in His grace chose us , 
a l ong with a host of others ,  an innumerable host,  to 
be His people . If anyt hing s hould get your heart 
s inging today, that should. 

Listen to what Isaiah said to the chosen of Israel' 
But thou, Israe l ,  art my servant, 
Jacob whom I have chosen, 
t he seed of Abraham my friend ( I s a .  41 : 8 ) . 

What else can be said about WHO WE ARE? 

B .  "A r oyal priesthood . "  

The priesthood s hould make us think of t he OT . What 
was t he special privilege of t he priests of the OT , 
especially of t he High Priest? 

T hey were the ones who ministered to t he Lord in the 
'l'abernacle, and later in the Temple . They had t he 
privilege of entering into the very presence of the 
Lord, bringing the sacrifices of t he people. No one 
else c ould do what the priests were appointed to. do. 

But what we do find in t he NT about t he priest hood? 



(Remember t hat this was one of the truths that was 
revived at t he time of t he Reformation . )  

Peter had spoken of this earlier in chapter 2. See v .  
5 .  

See what John t he Apostle wrote in Rev . 1:6. Also see 
Rev. 5 : 10 .  

Peter calls us "a royal priesthood" because we are � 
kingdom of priests , suitable f or t he King Himse l f .  
Our God is t he Sovereign of heaven and of earth, and 
we are members of His kingdom with all of the priestly 
rights which He has granted to us . What an amazing 
truth this i s !  And yet t here is more . 

c. "An holy nation . 1 I 

We hear a lot about ethnic groups these days . Peter 
here said that we are an holy ethnos ! We are not a 
separate earthly nation, but we are members of the 
Kingdom of God, an eternal Kingdom, whose citizens are 
to be c haracterized by what? HOLINESS . 

Is t hat not what Peter has already told us in c hapter 
1, vv. 14-167 

What does it mean to be " holyll ? Does it mean t hat we 
are to act like we are better t han anyone else? No, 
because we are not . We are only sinners saved by the 
grace of God. "Holyll means set apart . We are set 
apart from the world, and set apart f or God. There is 
and will c ontinue t o  be a difference in our lives 
where sin is c oncerned� We will be characterized by 
godliness ! 

C f .  Phil.  3:20, 21. 

D� "A peculiar people . 1I 

Notice t he similarity between the words IIgeneration , 1I 
IInation , "  and I Ipeople�1I 

What did Peter mean by this expression? 

Here is a very wonderful truth. Peter meant t hat we 
are a people not only possessed by God now, but a 
people which He will finally and eternally possess as 
His very own ! 

Paul used this in Eph. 1:14. He used it again in 1 
Thess . 5 : 9.  And again in 2 T hess . 2:14. 



1 Pet. 2:9, 10 (4) 

This is what Peter was thinking about in 1 Pet. 1:5 
and 9. We have been purchased by the precious blood 
of Christ ( see 1 : 1 8 ,  1 9 ) , and our possession by Chr ist 
is guaranteed for all eternity . 

But let us go on to v. 10 for the last two terms which 
show WHO WE ARE . 

E .  li The people of God . 1I 

We are God ' s  people . Cf . Rom. 9: 25 ,  26. As Peter 
woul d  say in 2 Peter , we are "partakers of the divine 
nature . II We have divine life , the very life of God ,  
i n  us . 

The last thing that Peter said about us here i s :  

F .  We have "obtained mercy . "  

You see , we are not "the people of God , 1I nor do we 
claim the right to any of the other titles which Peter 
has given to us. They are ours , we are WHAT WE ARE , 
by the mercy of God! 

Cf . Paul ' s  words in Eph. 2 : 1- 8 ,  esp. v .  4. 

We could go on and o n  i n  dealing with these wonderful terms , 
but let us move on to the second main point: 

II . HOW WE BECAME WHAT WE ARE . 

We have already seen several answers to that : 
1) We are chosen .  
2 )  We have been purchased. 
3) The mercy of God .  
But let me call your attention to what Peter said there i n  
v .  9--the latter part : speaking of "him who hath called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous ligh t . " 

We have been "called" --effectually , effectively, 
sovereignly, personally "called. II We were in ignorance 
due to our sin, and in sinfulness of various kinds , dis
pleasing God in all that we were and i n  all that we di d ,  
when God "calle d!! us by His Word to come to Christ, and we 
came! We woul d  never have come apart from this . God was 
the One Who chose us , Who sent Christ to die for u s ,  and 
Who by His Holy Spirit awakened us to our sinfulness,  and 
then called us by His grace out of all that we were, and 
brought us to Himself . As the words of the hymn teach us , 

Oh, the love that sought us , 
Oh , the blood that bought us , 
Oh , the grace that brought us to the fold, 
Wondrous grace that brought us to the fold! 



One final word: 

I I I .  WHAT WE ARE TO DO. 

1 Pet. 2:9, 10 (5) 

Why has the Lord done all of this for us? And why is the 
same true of any person whom He calls to Himsel f ,  any 
person who will this very day believe in the Lord Jesus 
Chr ist to be saved? 

Look at Peter1s words again i n  v .  9 :  II that we 
should show forth the praises of him who hath called us 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. " 

Who has called us? God has . Cf . 1 Cor. 1 : 9, 22-3 1 .  

What are H i s  "praises " ?  
praises include all for 
that He i s ,  all that He 
continues to do . 

Cf. Eph. 1: 6, 12 , 14. His 
which He is to be praised--al l 
has done , and all that He 

How do we "shew" them " forth " ?  This means that we are to 
dec lare them, publish them far and wide , make them known. 

We are to do this by our lives .  We do this in our talk. 
We do this when we sing hymns of praise to God. This is 
to be descriptive of the way the child of God live s .  We 
have nothing more important to do while we are here o n  
earth , and we w i l l  b e  doing this throughout eternity! 

Cf. Isa. 42 : 1 2 ,  
This people have I formed for myself; 
they shall shew forth my praise. 

Praise Him for His grace and mercy . Praise Him for His 
love. Praise Him for His faithfulness . Praise Him for 
His Son. Praise Him for His Word. Praise Him for His 
daily merc ies . Praise Him, praise Him, praise Him--always 
praise Him! 

Conc l :  May the Spirit of God write these words in our minds 
and in our hearts so that we will never forget WHO WE 

ARE , HOW WE BECAME WHAT WE ARE , and WHAT WE ARE TO DO 
throughout our lives here on earth , and in the glory that is 
to come . 



TBC -- 4/12/87 a . m .  

SPIRITUAL WARFARE 
1 Peter 2 : 11, 12 

1 Peter #11 

Intro: Although Peter was not an e ducated man according to 
the wor l d ' s  standar ds , this Epistle shows that he was 

a man especially gifted of God to compress a great deal of 
truth into a few wor ds . Such is the case with our text for 
today .  In these two verses Peter has really summar ized our 
mission in this worl d as the people of God ,  what one of our 
chief obstacles i s ,  and what is involved in accomplishing thi s  
mission . 

He said here that we are involved in a warfare! 

The verb "war" that is used here is the Greek word from which 
we get such words in the Greek as army , commander , and 
soldier . The word brought into English has given us such 
words as s trategy and strategic . Mil itary people in any 
country and in any age are involved in strategy , mil itary 
strategy_ Military leaders are strategists . In times of war 
military leaders are always planning how to carry on a 
campaign so as to meet the enemy at a particular time and in a 
particular way so as to be victoriou s .  The object o f  warfare 
is victory ! To be victorious strategy is use d .  

One place among many where this i s  brought out i n  the B i ble is 
in Deut. 25 : 17, 18. Moses said to the chil dren of Israe l ,  

Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way , 
when ye were come forth out of Egypt; 
How he met thee by the way , 
and smote the hindmost of thee , 
even all that were feeble behind thee , 
when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not Go d .  

This was Aroale k's strategy , this was the way the Amalekites 
had planned to conquer the Israelites, and would have 
conquered them if it had not been for the way in which God 
protected His people . 

The Christian faces three enemies ,  not just one . They are: 
the wor l d ,  the flesh with its lusts , and the Devi l .  And these 
three enemies are al lie s ,  that i s ,  they are united in their 
opposition against the Chr istian, and Satan, our chief 
adversary , has carefully planned for our downfall and ruin . 

See what Peter said about our warfare in 1 Pet. 5 : 8 ,  9. Here 
in these two verses he spoke of our other two enemies , "the 
devil , "  and "the worl d . "  You see, Satan is "the god of this 
world" (2 Cor . 4: 4) . 

NOW, just as Satan is a master strategist, so the Christian , 
if he is to be successful in the battles of life against 
Satan , must have a s trategy . Strategy i s  built upon what the 



1 Pet . 2:11, 12 (2) 

leaders of an army know about the enemy , the s i ze of the 
enemy's army , his weapons ,  his location, etc . That 
information is gathered by army intelligence, by spies, by any 
means of getting the information so that a proper campaign 
against the enemy c an be planned. 

Where do we get such information about our enemies? 

There is only one place that it c an be found: in the Bible . 
Here we learn exactly what Satan is seeking to do , and how he 
seeks to do it . So, the Christian who ignores the Bible,  who 
is igno rant of Biblical truth, is like an army trying to fight 
a war without any information at all about the enemy . The 
Bible not only tells us what our enemies are seeking to do to 
us,  but the Bible teaches us how to protect ourselves in such 
a way that our very defense becomes an offense that will 
c ripple and defeat our enemies . This is what Peter was doing 
when he wrote the words of these two verses in chapter 2-
verses 1 1 ,  12� 

Let us think first about the enemy that Peter was concerned 
about here: 

1. THE ENEMY: "FLESHLY LUSTS THAT WAR AGAINST THE SOUL . "  

The way in which Peter was using the word IIfleshly" here 
means that he was speaking of our old sinful , depraved 
nature� We are born sinners . We sin because we have a 
sinful nature . When we are s aved, the power of our old 
nature is broken , but it is not taken away--and it will 
not be taken away until we are with the Lord . We c an 
always succumb to temptation even as bel ievers , and that 
is where we f ace one of our greatest dangers--and the 
Devil knows it . And so he has carefully planned how he 
c an get us to yield to the temptations of our flesh. 

Our flesh has certain II lusts , 1I or des i res . These desires 
are inordinate , that i s ,  they easily get out of our 
contro l .  They are excess ive . They do not fit in with 
God ' s  wil l ,  nor do our "fleshly lusts" seek the glory o f  
God. In fact, they lead us in j ust the opposite 
direction . And so they lead to our downfal l .  

Peter h ad spoken o f  our " f leshly lusts" earlier i n  this 
Epistle . See 1:14-16 . Some of them are mentioned in 2 : 1 .  
See also 4 : 1-4. These "fleshly lusts" are what Peter had 
in mind when he spoke many times in this Epistle of 
evildoing. 

Another passage to look at is Gal� 5 : 16-2 1 .  

So, while we have the Devil above us (because he is 



1 Pet .  2:11, 12 ( 3) 

greater than we are ) , and a sinful world all about us in 
which we live every day ,  we have an evil nature within us 
which is respons ive to the temptations which S at an places 
before us, and which we constantly face day after day in 
this world. 

Secondly, notice 

I I .  THE EXHORTATION, which comes as A WARNING .  

There are two things that the Apostle Peter was directed 
by the Holy Spirit to say: one was ne gative ; the other 
was positive. But together they form one exhortation . I f  
you do one, but neglect the other , you will experience 
defeat in this warfare. 

As for that which which was ne gative , that which they were 
to avoid, we have it in the expression, 

A .  

-r+\" TEN,.. .. 

to�tJJ)"'E:�-r: 

"Abstain from fleshly lusts" (v.  11) . 

This means that we are to hold ourselves back from 
these sinful desires that we have in our hearts . They 
do not have to be especially bad in themselve s ,  but 
they become bad when they become the overruling 
desires of our hearts . This would include the desire 
for money, for food and drink, for possessions , for 
positions of power, for knowledge . These things can 
h ave a legitimate use, but they are so often corrupted 
by our evil nature. 

When the Lord taught His disciples to pray, "And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evi l , "  or 
from the Evil One, this is what He had in mind. Cf. 
Matt . 6 : l 3a. 

We are to recognize sinful desires for what they are , 
and to stay away from them. Keep out of situ ations 
where we will be tempted by them, and, when we are 
tempted , realize what is going on and seek deliverance 
from the Lord. 

They "war against the soul . 1I what � s tatement ! 
Oh, the many times we have ignored what was going on , 
and our souls have suffered as a result ! 

But what are we to do on the positive side? 

B. "Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles" 
( v .  1 2 ) . 

Peter used this word, IIconversation, 1I e i ght times in 



1 Pet . 2: 1 1 ,  1 2  ( 4) 

his two Epistle s .  See 1:15, 18; 2:12; 3:1, 2, 1 6. In 
2 Peter, 2: 7; 3: 11. It means conduct . It has to do 
with the way we l ive--what we are and what we do or do 
not do . 

"Honest" is one of the Greek words for good . It means 
to be moral l y  good. It is the Greek idea o f  beauty--a 
l ife that is h armoniously complete, with all of the 
parts of a person ' s  l i fe in correct proportion to 
each other. It is that which is praiseworthy. 

"The Gentiles" here would refer to unsaved Genti les , 
Gentiles who are not Christians. The idea is that i f  
you claim t o  be one o f  God ' s  people , the world has 
certain expectations of us , and you and I cannot 
ignore those expectations without harming our souls . 
The people of the world may ridicule us ( s ee 4 : 4) if 
we do not l ive as they l ive , but, when we do, then we 
are ridiculed even more ! 

Remember what Paul told the colossian church in Col. 
4 : 5 a ,  " Walk in wisdom toward them that are without . "  

This twofold emphasis can be seen in the verses I referred 
to before : 1: 14-16. Remember that they both are 
i mportant, and one will not be sufficient without the 
other . 

But now let us look at . . . 

III. THE PURPOSE .  

There are actually many purposes for living a godly l i fe .  
We do it for the glor y of God. We do it for our own 
blessing and usefulness. Both of these are involved here , 
but notice how Peter stated it in v. 12. (Read. ) 

The Gentiles may II speak against you as evildoers" when you 
are seeking to do that which is pleasing to God, but that 
is not always the end of the story! 

There is one mighty testimony that the world cannot close 
its eyes to, and that is the testimony of � godly l i fe! 
"Good works" do not necessarily mean service; here it 
means our obedience to God, the things we do to please 
God, those things which indicate to the world that it 
means something to be a Christian in spite of what they 
may think. They are going to see what we are. They may 
ridicule what we believe ,  but they cannot deny that we are 
different because of the grace of God in our lives. 

But when it this especially i mportant? 



1 Pet.  2:11, U (j) 

Notice the expression, lithe day of visitation. II It may be 
that the Lord will use our l ives i n  their l i ves in "the 
day of visitation. " What is this "day " ?  

This is l ithe day , 1 I  the time , when God visits people in one 
of two ways : 
1 )  Either for judgment, 
2) Or for blessing--for sal vation! 
Now i f  they are going to "glorify God , ll this must mean 
sal vation. This is l ithe day" whe n, as Al ford has said, 
" The day when He (God) visits mankind with His offers of 
mercy and grace" (IV, 350) . 

Cf. Luke 1: 68, the words of Zacharias when he said, 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; 
for he hath visited and redeemed h is people. 

Or see what he said in vv. 76-79 of the s ame chapter. We 
have the same emphasis in Luke 7:16. Whe n the Lord raised 
from the dead the son of the widow of Nain, the people 
said, 

That a great prophet is risen up among us ; 
and, That God h ath visited his people. 

And Luke s aid in that verse that the people were 
glorifying God when they s aid these things. 

When Peter wrote these words , he must have had in mind 
what the Lord s aid in Matt. 5:16, "Let your light so shine 
among men . .  " 

But ,  before we le ave our text, let me go back to the beginning 
of v. 11. 

You can see that Peter has been deal ing here with very 
important issues--the glory of God, the warfare we are e ngaged 
in, holy l iving. He has done as he did over and o ver again in 
his Epistle s ,  he compressed a tremendous amount of truth into 
a very few words. � concerned he was for the people to whom 
he was writing! How he longed for them to be honoring the 
Lord i n  their then-present c ircumstances , as difficult as they 
were. 

But notice the nature of . . . 

IV. THE APPEAL. 

He said, "De arly beloved, I beseech you, as strangers and 
pilgrims II 

There are three things here: 

A. I IDearly beloved. "  



1 Pet. 2:11, 1 2  (6) 

He only used this expression twice in the Epistle . 
See 4: 12 for the other instanc e .  The expression 
become s ,  as one commentator has it, II weighter , "  the 
less it is use d .  Peter had a very great love for the 
people to whom he was mi"iliSterii1gi n  thisllPis tle, and 
he earnestly desired their continued blessing from the 
Lor d .  He was an example of the way i n  which he taught 
them that they should love each other . 

B .  I II beseech you . II 

For the significance of this , remember how Paul 
addressed Onesimus in Philemon 8, 9.  

Wherefore , though I might be much bol d  i n  Christ 
to enjoin thee that which is convenient, 
Yet for love's sake I rather beseech the ,  
being such an one a s  Paul the age d ,  
and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. 

Note Peter's wor ds to the e l ders at the beginning of 
chapter 5 ,  and again see that he was an example of the 
very way in which he sought to help the people of God .  
Beseeching i s  often more effective that commanding .  

c. "As strangers and pilgrims . "  

I n  v .  10 Peter had called them " the people of Go d . "  
I t  was because of this that they were " s trangers and 
pilgrims" on the earth . 

They were sojourners , just here for a time ; their 
c i tizenship, and the ir ul timate destination, was i n  
heaven.  And so they were "pilgrims . 1I They were not 
in the worl d  to live as the world,  but to live as the 
people of God. See v .  1 0  of this chapter . And it was 
in this way that they would glorify God ,  and i t  was i n  
this way that they woul d  see God working through them 
to draw others i nto the pathway that leads to heaven.  

Conel: Man has his way . There have always been those i n  the 
church, at least the professing church , who say that 

we need to be like the wor l d ,  and, within limits , of course , 
do what the worl d  does ,  if we are to win the wor l d .  But the 
Wor d of God says the opposite .  We are i n  a warfare , a 
warfare where you and I can be i njured. We can be hurt, hurt 
very badly. Our souls can be damage d .  The name of God can be 
either blasphemed or glorified. If it is to be glorifie d ,  
then we must be godly by abstaining from " fleshly lusts" and 
by making sure that our lives are lived in accordance wi th the 
Word of God .  

May God be pleased to work i n  all of us for His glory! 



TEC - - 4/26/87 a.m. 

THE CHRISTIAN AS A CITI ZEN 
1 Pet . 2 : 13-17 

1 Peter #12 

I ntra: In this First Epistle of Peter we corne in our text for 
today to a word which Peter used no less than f ive 

t imes (in some MSS, s ix) � It is the word " submit , "  or IIbe 
Subject� or I Ibe in 5ubjection--all translations from the same 
Greek root. We have it here . We have it again in 2 :18 . 
Again, in 3:1. And then in 5 :5 .  ( I n  the KJV the verb is 
found twice , but in other MSS only once . )  I n  these instances 
they were given by Peter as commands to the people of God. 
Peter also used it in 3:2 2 ,  but there he was writing about 
ange l ic beings . It is the Greek word, �1'to-r�"(wl. 

We will all have to recognize that is . . . 

I. AN UNPOPULAR WORD . 

It is a very unpopular word in the world today (and 
probably always has been) , but it is often an unpleasant 
word to the people of God--although it should not be . 

We may not mind it when it is used as James used in in 
Jas . 4 : 7, but even then we have our problems with it , if 
not in word , yet often in our hearts . James said, "Submit 
yourselves therefore to God . "  

To submit ourselves to others means that we place 
ourselves under them, under their authority. We submit to 
their control o ver our live s .  We agree to do what they 
want us to do, and we agree not to do what they do not 
want us to do . To submit is to obey. 

What might make it an even more unpopular word, it is � 
military term. No military group could possibly exist if 
it did not have this kind of authority. 

There is a God-given authority in the local church . It is 
referred to in Hebrews 13: 17, where we read, 

Obey them that have the rule over you , 
a nd submit yourselves : 
for they watch for your soul s ,  
a s  they that must give account , 
that they may do it with joy, and not with grief : 
for that is unprofitable for you . 

However, in that verse we have a different word for 
"submit" although the meaning is the same .  The word that 
is used there (Vn-,{"\a,) means to yield under . It is a 
word often used o f  combatants . I t  means to submit to - -
their authority and admonitions . This is what Jacob did 
in Genesis 32 whe n he wrestled with the Lord at Penie l .  



1 Pet . :1:13-11 (2) 

Submission sounds l ike we are giving up our l i berty. In 
these days when people in all classes and races are 
demanding their rights, the last thing that they want to 
hear about is submission . But the Christian has to face 
the fact that it is used in the Bible , and it is the Holy 
Spirit Who has given us this Word of God. Submission is 
to be a major influence on the way we life from day to 
day_ The Christian is to be submissive to: 
1) God ( Jas. 4 : 7) . 
2 )  Church leaders (Heb. 13: 17) . 
3) Governmental leaders ( our text for today) . 
4) If servants, to their masters ( 1  Pet. 2 : 18) . 
5 )  In the case o f  wive s ,  to their husbands (1 Pet. 3 : 1) .  
6) The younger to the elder (1 Pet. 5 : 5 ) .  
7) And all of us to each other ( 1  Pet . 5 : 5 ) .  
And there may be more that we should identify, but this 
will be enough for now. 

But now let us think about our submission to . . . 

I I .  KI NGS AND GOVERNORS. 

Peter wrote in the time of the Caesars , and in the days of 
such men as P i late and Herod and Felix and Festus. And so 
he used these two terms: "kings II and "governors . "  

But the same would apply to other forms o f  government, 
such as , president s ,  governors , mayors ,  etc. Whoever is 
" supreme , "  and IIthern that are sent by him. " 

Let us think for a few minutes about what the Scriptures 
say with reference to leaders of government. 

Paul told the Romans with reference to government that 
"the powers that be are ordained of God" ( Rom. 13: 1) . In 
other words, the men in power hold their office by divine 
authority. They may have used money and politics to get 
where they are. In themselves they may be ver y unworthy 
men .  But over all of the schemings of men is the 
sovereign hand of God, setting men up , and then bringing 
them down ! Cf. Dan. 4:17, 2 5 .  

NOw, according to our text, governmental leaders have two 
respons ibilities : 
1) They are to punish evildoers . 
2) They are to praise , to reward, those who do wel l .  
And , i n  the Bible doing evil and doing wel l  has to do with 
that which is evil in God ' s  sight, and good in God's 
s ight . 

Therefore it becomes governmental leaders to know what is 
r ight and what is wrong in the s ight of God, and to govern 
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accordingly. Obviously few men in such posit ions rule 
this way, but this is God's purpose, His wil l ,  for them. 

And, in order to rule , they must have the submiss ion , the 
obedience ,  of those who are under them. 

We are not dealing here with how well they do what they 
are supposed to do, but Pe ter is s imply s tating God's plan 
for leaders ,  and His will for His people regardless of 
what kind of government they may be under . 

We can always think about the e �ceptions when we might be 
asked to do something that is contrary to the will of God, 
but for the present le t's forget the possible exceptions , 
and think of the basic princ iples. 

Now we come to . . . 

III . THE WILL OF GOD FOR THE CHRISTIAN CITIZEN. 

See v. 13a. 

Our obedience is to extend to "every ordinance of man. " 

This can mean two things , and probably does include both : 
1) It can mean that we are to be subject to all leaders 

in govern ment , regardless of how high or how low they 
may be. 

2 )  We are to obey all of the laws--the tax laws, the 
marriage laws , the traffic laws--all of them. 

The word that Peter used here for "or dinance s "  is the word 
for creation. " I t  refers to all human institutions which 
man set up with the object of maintaining the world which 
God created" (J.  H .  A. Hart, Expos . Gk . Test. , V, p .  5 9) .  

Again--we are not to start thinking about the problems 
that might come up; we are to keep in mind that this is 
the will of God for people living in any government. We 
are not to be rabble-rousers. Reme mber that c ivil dis
obedience is just that : disobe dience ! 

Christians are to be noted for their careful observance of 
all of the laws of the land. 

But why? 

IV. THE REASONS FOR OBEDIENCE TO GOVERNMENT. 

Peter has given several reasons here. 

A. In v. 13: I Ifor the Lord's sake,l I or lit. on account 
of the Lord. 



Peter must be speaking here of the Lord Jesus Chr ist. 
It is for His sake. It is always good for us to do as 
David said he did i n  Psa. l 6 : 8--set the Lord before us . 

How can it be " for the Lord ' s  sake" ? 

1. Because He said for us to be obedient. Our lives 
are to be guided by what He wants us to do . 

2 .  Because He l ived this way--and we are to be l ike 
Him. 

3.  Because this will glorify Him, and promote His 
cause in the world. See 2:12. 

But Peter gives another reason. 

B. This is the will of God. Cf.  2 : 15 .  

There are two prominent ideas in this . 

1. The fact that it is the will of God . 

This should be enough for the child of God. When 
he know that something is the will of God, he 
should need no other argument to persuade him. 

2. The object that God has in His wil l :  "that with 
we l l  doing ye may put to s ilence the ignorance of 
foolish men. 1 I  

People say foolish things because they are 
ignorant of spiritual truth. They have strange 
ideas about Christians , warped ideas. See v. 12 
again : " they speak against you as evildoers . "  
The best way to sile nce foolish talk and false 
charges is to prove them wrong by the lives we 
live. Therefore , how importantit is for usto be 
o bedie nt citizens. 

A third reason: 

c. Because we are "the servants of God. 1 I  We are His 
bondservants .  

We are " free , 1 I  but not free to sin, but free from s in. 
Our freedom in the Lord does not set us at liberty to 
use it to gratify our own desires, but being free , we 
delight to do that which will please and glorify God. 

"A cloke of maliciousness" is that of a hypocrite who 
uses his l iberty in Christ to cover up his wicked dis-
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obedience to excuse himself from doing his duty toward 
his governme nt . 

A Christian is never r igh t ,  and will never be happy, 
nor have the blessing of God , as l ong as he l ives in 
rebell ion against "the powers that be . "  

But we still have one verse , a verse in which there are f our 
short c ommandments , and are all the more forceful because they 
are shor t .  What do they mean, and why do they appear in this 
way here? 

v. FOUR COMMANDMENTS ( 1  Pe t .  2: 1 7) . 

These verses give a general stateme nt of all that is 
involved in the obedience of Christians , and it forms a 
transition between the section we have just c overed, and 
that which begins with v. 18 . 

The first of these c ommandments is stated in the aorist 
tense; the other three in the present. The difference is 
this: 

A .  I IHonour all men. " The Greek actually says s impl y, 
Honor a l l .  It can include women as well as men. 
Perhaps this is preparing the way for what Peter would 
say about the attitude of husbands toward their wives 
in 3 : 7 .  But whether it be men or women, the aorist 
means that they are not all to be honored in the same 
way, but according to the position that they hold. 

To honor a person is to give them respect for the 
p os ition that they hold. 

This is an important part of our testimony. 

The next three in the present tense indicate that which 
they are to c ontinue doing as a way of life . 

B .  "Love the brotherhood .  I I  

This means that we are t o  love e ver yone who is in the 
family of God. C f .  1 : 22. There is a special 
relationship e very Christian has to every other 
Christian. 

C .  "Fear God" again, habitually.  Show c ontinual 
respect f or God and His wil l ,  fearing that you might 
displease Him in anything e ither by what you do, or in 
what you may fail t o  do. Nothing is more important 
than this ! 

D .  II Honour the king . II 
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Proverbs 24: 21, 22 as it appears in the NIV says , 
Fear the Lord and the king , my son, 
and do not join with the rebellious , 
for those two will send sudden destruction 

upon them, 
and who knows what calamities they can bring? 

We are to fear God and honor the king not only because 
we want to please God, but we keep in mind that dis
obedience to either can be severe l y  punished. Paul 
said thi s ,  speaking of human rulers, 

For he is the minister of God to thee for good . 
But i f  thou do that which is evi l ,  be afraid; 
for he beareth not the sword in vain: 
for he is the minister of God, 
a revenger to execute wrath upon him 

that doeth evi l .  

Concl: Place these words in the hearts of the people to whom 
Peter was writing when you stop to think of their 

c ircumstances . Three times Peter had referred to the fact that ---------
they were foreigners on the earth, citizens of heaven. C f .  
1: 1, 17; 2: 11, 12. If we think that we have our reasons for 
not being obedient to governmental authorities, what do you 
think that the original recipients of this Epistle could have 
told us? Undoubtedly this was a special problem to them, or 
Peter would not have had so much to say about i t .  We w i l l  get 
to more in chapter 4. 

And then link it, too, with the exhortation that immediately 
preceded this section: 2 : 1 1 ,  12. 

Whatever our circumstances may be , we are to be of that frame 
of mind which inclines us to be obedient to our government , 
and to be obedient to our God, to love each other, and to be 
prepared to honor all peopl e ,  regardless of what they may do 
to us. We know these things now, and our Lord said about the 
teaching that He gave His disciples on one occasion, "If ye 
know these things,  happy are ye if ye do them" ( John 13: 17) . 

There is no other way to have peace and happiness in our 
hearts , and there is no other way that we can have the 
bless ing of God upon our lives and upon the work that He has 
given us to do . 



TEC - - 5/3/87 a.m. 

THE CHRISTIAN SERVANT 
I Peter 2 :18-25 

1 Peter #13 

Intra: We come today to the second of Peter ' s  exhortations in 
which he was particularly concerned about submission. 

The first was general--to all of the people of God. This one 
is specific--to " servants . 1 I  

But the words here are 0' D\K.�""'Ot-I' different from " servants 
of God" (9E:Q0 boucol) in v. 16. Here Peter was addressing � 
household servant. He (or she) might be a bondservant, or he 
might be one who was h ired to do a particular job. The work 
would not necessarily have to be work done in the house . It 
could be work in the field, or even elsewhere--whatever the 
master might assign the servant to do. 

And so it is addressed to servants , however they may have 
become servants .  It. is any social s ituation where one person 
is under the authority of another ,  and would have special 
application today to anyone who is in the employ of another 
person. 

Peter, of course , was addressing THE CHRISTIAN SERVANT , 
telling him how he was to behave in h is relationship to his 
master, the one over him. 

We will see how very, very different this is from the kind of 
behavior that has become so common and so acceptable today-
the striking worker, the striking teacher, the agitation 
caused by labor leaders , and so on. This is an area where 
there is great strife today. It seems that we go from one 
crisis to another. And the non-Christian servant who reads 
the words of our text will be quick to say that this will 
never work , and that it must have become obsolete about as 
soon as it was written--if indeed it ever was a valid form of 
behavior. 

But let us remember that we as Christians are not to be guided 
by the ways of non-Christian men or women. Our first alleg
iance is to the Word of God and to the God of the Word. 
Therefore, we need to pay particular attention to what Peter 
wrote, and Peter will explain for us why! 

Let us note , first of all . .  

I.  THE EXHORTATION TO SERVANTS (1 Pet .  1 : 18 ) . 

Brown wrote in his commentary that this meant that the 
will of the servants was to be regulated by the will of 
the master .  The servant was to b e  obedient to his 
master ' s  commands. He was to be submiss ive to h is 
master ' s  arrangements. He must go when the master said, 
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l IGo . "  He was to come when the master said, " Come . 1I He 
was to do what his master told him to do . See Brown, I ,  
pp. 492, 493 . Llt<.� 'i<-v.,-r\ t,..J1,+\-tJPo-oJ"Al- 'i<.U-rH \".\lD,'1. 

And the servant was to do this whether h is master was 
"good and gentle , "  or "froward"--that i s ,  harsh, rude , 
crue l .  

Paul wrote t o  Timothy, 
Let as many servants as are under the yoke 
count their own masters worthy of all honour , 
that the name of God and his doctrine 
be not blasphemed. 
And they that have bel ieving master s ,  
l e t  them not despise them, because they are brethren; 
but rather do them service , 
because they are faithful and beloved , 
partakers of the benefit . 
These things teach and exhort ( 1  Tim. 6: 1, 2) . 

And he wrote to Titus , 
Exhort servants to be obedient 
unto their own masters , 
and to please them well in all thing s ;  
not answering again (gainsaying) ; 
Not purloining (not stealing ) , 
but shewing all good f idel ity; 
that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
i n  all things (Titus 2: 9,  10) . 

These words of Scripture set the standard for any 
Christian who works for someone else . 

Now remember what I said last week: Peter is not dealing 
with the exceptions , possible places where the conscience 
of a Christian might be violated (as when he might be re
quired by his boss to do something wrong) . Peter was 
seeking here, as i n  the preceding section, to establish 
the main idea that ought to be in the mind and heart of 
every CHRISTIAN SERVANT .  

But I have passed over three words: "with all fear . 1 I  
What did Peter mean? Who is the servant to fear? 

Look back at v. 17 and the expression, "Fear God . "  

This is what Peter had in mind in v. 18--and the verses 
which follow will confirm the point that I am maki ng now . 
THE CHRISTIAN SERVANT is to obey his earthl y  master 
because he is intent on pleasing God I This always must 
come first with any Christian: What does the Lord want me 

to do? "Al l fear" is the highest degree of fear. The 
Christian bel ieves that he is under the sovereign hand of 
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God, and that there is nothing more important 
his life, in every detai l ,  should be pleasing 

than that 
to the Lord. 

What � standard! Nothing could be higher. This is indeed 
"the beginning of wisdom" (Prov. 9 : 10 ) . 

NOW, having written thi s ,  Peter went on to explain why he 
would write such a commandment. 

I I .  THE EXPLANATION (1 Pet .  2: 19-25) . 

Peter gave four reasons in his explanation. 

A. Because this is what pleases God (vv. 19, 20) . 

Peter had just exhorted them to do this in the fear of 
the Lord, and so he must show that this was what the 
Lord wanted. 

Notice two expressions in these verses--one in each 
verse: 
1) In v. 19, " for conscience toward God. " 
2) In v. 2 0 ,  "this is acceptable with Go d. " 
The expression in v. 19 needs to be taken with them: 
"For this is thankworthy." 

The idea is that such submission is going to bring, 
not only the blessing of God now, but the reward of 
the Lord in that day when we stand before Him . 

C f .  Col. 3: 22-24: 
Servants , obey in all things your masters 
according to the flesh; 
not with eyeservic e ,  as menpleasersi 
but in singlenes s  of heart , fearing God: 
And whatsoever ye do , do it heartily,  
as to the Lord, and not unto men; 
Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive 
the reward of the inheritanc e :  
for ye serve the Lord Christ. 

Let all of us who serve a master remember that, who
ever our human master may be , we are to se rve him as 
we would serve the Lord if He were i n  our master's 
place . We should not only be concerned about the pay 
that we are going to get now, but , even more so, about 
li the pay, " the reward that we are going to receive in 
heaven! YOU see, there a re heavenly bonuses coming, 
heavenly profit-sha ring that we have to look forward 
to. 

The second reason: 



1 Pet. 2:18-25 (4) 

B .  This is our calling (v. 2 la) . 

Reme mber how Paul and Barnabas retraced their steps on 
their first missionary journey, 

Confirming the souls of the disciple s ,  
and exhorting them to c ontinue i n  the faith, 
and that we must through much tribulation 

e nter into the kingdom of God (Acts 14: 2 2 ) . 

The Lord Jesus said in John 16 : 33, " I n  the world ye 
shall have tribulat i on " 

This is our calling� The Lord has never promised us 
an easy time .  In fact, we are promised just the oppo
s i te .  S o  let us not be amazed if we have trouble with 
the work we do, and with the people with whom we are 
thrown into c ontact here in this world. But let us be ------
c omforted in the fact that the Lord is s overeign in 
our circumstances ,  and�will hOnOrus if we seekt o  
honor Him by doing what He -wants us to do. 

- -- -

Again I say, this is our calling. 

The third reason: 

C .  The Lord l i ved this way--and H e  i s  our Example (vv. 
2 lb-23) • 

Those of you who have read Bishop J .  C.  Ryle ' s  book , 
Holiness , may remember how he spoke in Chapter 2 about 
"the passive graces of Christianity" (p. 28)  as a mark 
of "genuine sanctification"--and he meant that we 
should give "habitual attention" t o  them. 

What did he mean by "passive graces"? Listen to his 
words : 

When I speak of passive graces , I mean those grace 
which are especially shown in submission to the 
will of God, and in bearing and forbearing towards 
one another . Few people, perhaps , unless they 
have examined the point, have an idea how much is 
said about these graces in the New Testament, and 
how important a place they seem to fill (pp . 2 8 ,  
2 9) • 

And then, to explain what he meant , he cited vv. 21-23 
of 1 Peter 2--these verses we are l ooking at right 
now. These are "the passive graces" of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ! The y  have to do with what the Lord Jesus did 
NOT do! 

Instead of sinning, or reviling, or threatening, He 
exercised an active grace : "he committed (hi mself, or 
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His plan) to HIM THAT JUDGETH RIGHTEOUSLY . "  

Did He make a mistake in doing so? Absolutely not !  
He c ame out the Victor , and God vindicated His S on by 
r aising Him up from the dead, and giving Him glory, as 
Peter s aid in 1 Pet. 1: 21. 

Can it mean anything but blessing 
_f _o_r _u _s _i_f _w_

e follow 
the Lord, and do as He did? 

One more reason: 

D .  This is the way the Lord brought spiritual and eternal 
blessing t o  us (vv. 2 4, 25) . 

Peter never lets us lose sight of one of the main 
objectives of our l ives here on e arth--and that is the 
spiritual blessing which the Lord may bring to others 
through u s .  Cf. 3 : 1, 15. 

Perh aps th at b oss of 
certainly does if he 
going to be reache d. 
his office to talk to 
j ob is a powerful way 

yours needs the Lord. He 
is not a Christian. How is he 

You may not be able to go into 
him, but your behavior on the 
of reaching him. 

Or perhaps your boss is a professing Christian, but is 
not walking with the Lord. What would be a greater 
rebuke to him, and what might the Lord use to c onvict 
him of his failure, than t o  see you so careful about 
pleas ing the Lord. 

Or, maybe your boss is a Christian , and is walking 
with the Lord. He still needs blessing and enc ourage
ment , and so the Lord h as you there to minister to him 
th rough the obedience of your l if e .  

Do you see what tre mendous issues are involved in your 
obe dience t o  the Lord? 

But how did the Lord minister to us EY His submission 
t o  the will of the Father? 

Peter mentioned four ways in these two verses : 

1. By Himself He bore our s ins in his own body on the 
tree, or to the tree. 

Peter has been s aying that we should not be wrong
doers in our relat ionships with men ,  especial ly 
with our masters. But stop, he seems to s ay,  and 
think how many t imes you have been a wrongdoer 
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against God! He suffered all that He did " in his 
own body" (and this is Communion Sunday for us) . 

He died for you r s ins , for my s ins ! Should this 
not make us gracious in dealing with the sins of 
others , even that froward, unpleasant, unfair 
bos s ,  when we think of how the Lord has suffered 
for us? 

2. He healed us. By His stripes we have been healed, 
and we are healed. That is why we are the way we 
a re--because He healed u s ,  He saved us , He has 
changed u s ,  He has forgiven us. We are healed ! 

Would it not be something that you would be 
eternal ly grateful for if through your suffering 
quietly under injustices and wrongs there might be 
those in your organization who are brought to the 
Lord when they see Him in you? 

3 .  He has made it possible for us to " l ive unto 
righteousness . "  

Living unto righteousness means exactly what Peter 
was writing about at the beginning of this 
passage : l iving to please the Lord. 

Why do you want to l ive to please the Lord? It is 
only because of what He has done for you. It is 
not anything that you or I can take c redit for. 
The reason that we do not l ive like people in the 
world l ive is because the Lord has not only 
delivered us from the penalty of sin, but f rom the 
power of sin. Should not the remembrance of this 
make us want to l ive our lives to please and 
glorify Him. 

Finally, 

4 .  The Lord has brought us to H i mself. 

And Who did Peter say in v. 25 that He is? He is 
l ithe Shepherd and Bishop of our soul s . " 

We once were straying; now we are in the fold . We 
are under the daily, moment by moment, care of our 
Shepherd, Who gave His life for the sheep. And He 
oversees our souls. That is the work of a B ishop. 
He is an oversee r .  The Lord is concerned about 
the welfare of our souls. And this is why He has 
directed Peter to write here as he has--because 
such submission is good for our sou l s !  We wil l 
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never go wrong when we obey the Word of God. 

Remember the warning which Peter sounded in 2: 11 .  
For me to be saying, " I  a m  not being paid enough , "  
o r ,  " I  deserve a better j ob , "  o r  anything else 
that is the expression of flesh l y  lusts--all 
rebellion and unrest � against our souls . 

Instead, great blessing, great peace, great joy, 
great usefulness, great spiritual progres s ,  and 
great rewards in heaven await the child of God who 
faithfully submits to men because He wants so 
desperatel y  to please the Lord. 

Concl : May the Lord Himself give us the grace to obey Him by 
exercising those pass ive graces toward Him and toward 

men which were so wonderfully exemplified in our Lord Jesus 
Christ . 

And, as we come to the Lord's Table this morning to remember 
our Lord in His death , let us reme mber that in His death we 
have the supreme example of what it means to please the Lord. 
The blessings cannot be calculated. They are still coming in 
day after day as God is claiming His people for Hi mself, and 
then making us more and more like the One , our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in Whom He finds all of His delight . 
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THE CHRISTIAN WIFE 
1 Peter 3 : 1 -6 

1 Peter #1 I, 

I ntro : We come today i n  our study of the F i rst Epistle  of Peter 
to a very important section--the part dea l ing with 

wi ves and husbands.  If we are th ink i ng on ly of our own dear 
country , we can certa i n ly say that there never has been a time 

. when the home has been i n  greater danger of being destroyed than 
it is  today. There never has been a t ime when there have been 
more books written on the subj ect of the home than today. There 
never has been a t ime when there has been more marital  counsel
ing than today . And yet neither has there been a t ime when the 
d i vorce rate has been h i gher. M i l l ions of couples are l i v i ng 
together as h usbands and wi ves who have not been married .  Homo
sexua l coup les are c l a iming the ri ght to be recogn i zed as i n  a 
marri age re lati onsh i p ,  even to the point of adopt i ng c h i l dren . 
And re-marriage of d i vorced people  has become so common that it 
is  even being l auded from many of our pu lp its as a way in  wh ich  
to f i nd personal growth and true mean ing to l i fe in  the world  
today . 

But perhaps the most a l arm i ng th ings that i s  happening i s  the 
tendency on the part of even Christians to set as i de the teach
ing of the Word of God as though it is no l onger appl iable  today , 
espec i a l ly i n  its teach ings about marri age. The women's l ibera
tion movement ,  so-ca l led , has affected the att i tude of many 
women who c l a im to be Chr i st ian s .  The c l amor for personal free
dom has made many feel that a wife ' s  subjection to her husband 
is one of the best ways for her to be destroyed . And so wi ves 
refuse to be subj ect to the i r  husband s .  They do not look upon 
the i r  h usbands as hav i ng any authority over them . They are i n  
pursu i t  o f  bui l d i ng u p  the i r  sel f-esteem, o f  l earn i ng who they 
are ,  of exert i ng their i ndependence and protect i ng the i r  self
worth , BUT REFUSING TO SEE THAT TO FOLLOW TH IS PATH IS TO GO THE 
WAY THAT LEADS TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE I R  MARRIAGES , OF THE I R  
CHI LDREN , AND O F  THEMSELVES ! 

on ly 
Th i s  is  not to say that the w ives are the ones who are to b lame 
for the present s ituation i n  Ameri can ( and throughout the wor l d  
--we wi  II be th i n k i ng about "husbands"  next week ) ,  but they 
surely  bear a major part of the b l ame I F  they are ignoring the 
Word of God i n  the way they conduct themselves i n  the i r  re la
tionsh i p  toward their  husbands . 

I am speaking part i c u l arly to you l ad i es t h i s  morn i ng j ust as 
Peter wrote to the Chri sti an women in h i s  day--a lmost 2 , 000 
years ago ! I speak to the young , to those who are o l der; to the 
married , and to the unmarri ed; to you , whatever your background 
might be , or regard less of your present status.  I appea l to you 
a l l  to hear again what the Word of God has to say .  And I wou l d  
espec i a l ly appea l t o  you younger l ad i es , t o  the young g i r l s  who 
are present , to l i sten to the Word of God th i s  morn i ng and to 
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determ i ne i n  your heart that your marri age , whenever i t  comes , 
wi l l  be bu i l t ,  not upon the stupid adv i ce of those who i gnore 
the Scr i ptures , but upon those who c l eave to what the B i b l e  
teaches our homes shou l d  be--to c l eave to i t  j ust as tenac ious ly 
as you do to the teach ing  about s a l vat i on BECAUSE BOTH TEACHI NGS 
ARE FOUND IN TH IS  SAME BOOK !  

I wou ld  rem i nd a l l  of  us  th i s  morn ing  that there is  no confl i ct 
among the writers of Scri pture as to the p l ace of the husband 
and the p l ace of the wife. In  fact, the Apost l e  Pau l so l i c ited 
the help  of the o l der women in teach ing  the younger women how to 
be the wi ves God wanted them to be. L i sten to these words from 
Paul's Ep ist l e  to Titus.  Speak i ng to the o lder women , he s a i d :  

That they may teach the younf women to b e  sober (wi se ) ,  
to l ove thei r  husbands , to l ove the i r  c h i ldren , 
to be d i screet , chaste , keepers at home , good , 
obed i ent to thei r  own husbands , 
THAT THE WORD OF GOD BE NOT BLASPHEMED ( T i t .  2 : 4 ,  5 ) .  

What does i t  mean to b laspheme the Word of God? It means that 
you abuse Tf .---vGutreat It as thou9flTtwere not the Word of 
God . You exp l a i n  it away , try i ng to make i t  say someth ing 
bes i des what it actua l ly says . You reta i n  the parts that you 
want to keep , but throw the rest out ! 

But, you say ,  surely  no Chri st i an wife wou ld  do that! BUT THEY 
ARE DOING IT !  Whether a true Chri st i an w i l l  cont i nue to  do  th i s  
i s  very doubtfu l .  But th i s  i s  the s ituat i on that we face today . 
Much of even so-cal l ed Christ i an counsel ing  today i s  noth i ng 
more than Chr i sti ans promoting the phi losophy of the worl d  w ith 
a few Scr i ptures thrown in to make it  acceptab l e  to Christ i an 
peop l e .  But the Word of God � bei ng b lasphemed! 

Let me suggest to you th i s  mor n i ng that if  what Peter wrote to 
wi ves was wrong , there i s  the strong poss i bil ity that what he 
wrote about God , and about Jesus Christ ,  and about sal vati on-
that a l l  of these are wrong too . We reject that i dea , do we not? 
WHAT PETER WROTE ABOUT SALVATION NEVER CAN Br-DUT DATED-- , AND ----
NE ITHER CAN THESE WORDS WHICH HE WROTE TO WIVES AND HUSBANDS . 

May the Lord g i ve a l l  of us open hearts as we con s i der H i s  Word 
today ! 

There are four parts to what Peter had to say to the w ives : 
I .  The wife ' s  conduct (vv.  1 ,  2 ) .  

I I .  The wife ' s  adornment (vv.  3, 4 ) .  
I I I .  The wife ' s  examp les ( vv .  5 ,  6 ) .  

I V .  The wife ' s  purpose toward her husband ( v v .  1 ,  4 ) .  

F i rst of a l l ,  then , 

I .  THE W I FE'S CONDUCT ( 1  Pet. 3 : 1 ,  2 ) .  

If I were teach i ng the book of Ephes i ans  today , and had come 
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to the f ifth chapter where he addressed h imself to wi ves and 
husbands ,  I wou ld  rem i nd you that h i s  remarks to them were 
based upon what he had wri tten i n  the f i rst four and one
half  chapters . I say the same about th i s  Epist l e .  Chapter 
three i s  based upon Peter ' s  remarks i n  chapters 1 ,  2--and 
in part i cular  upon what he began to say by way of exhorta
t i on in 2 : 1 1 , 1 2 .  

There are four th ings that Peter empha s i zed : 

A. "Be in subj ect i on to your own husbands . "  

W i ves are to p l ace themsel ves under the authority and 
protection of the i r  husbands--thei r  "own " husbands . He 
i s  the most important person i n  her l i fe ! 

She i s  not to be i n  subjection to her father , 
nor to her pastor, 
nor to her counsel lor.  
nor to some other woman who 

may be trying to counse l her , nor to the writer of some 
book ,  BUT TO HER OWN HUSBAND. And th i s  i s  true even if her 

husband i s  not a Christ i an ! 

Let th i s  be forever estab l i shed i n  the heart of every 
woman--those married , and those who hope some day to be 
married .  This  i s  the Word of God . 

Second ly with regard to a wife ' s  conduct , 

B .  Her emph a s i s  i s  to be more on her wa l k  than her t a l k .  

Peter was say ing  that she shou l d  keep a careful  watch on 
the way she was l i v i ng and react ing and submitting her
self  to her husband.  

It i s  a l ways eas i er to ta l k ,  but not nearly so  effect ive.  

C .  Her wa l k  is  to  be "chaste"- -mean i n g ,  pure , holy , fau lt
less .  

The best way she  can  p l ease her husband i s  by mak ing  sure 
that she i s  p lea s i ng God . 

D .  It i s  to be a wa l k  i n  " fear. " 

What does th i s  mean? Does it mean that a wife wi l l  have 
much to fear if she submits herse lf  to her husband? 
That is the way a l ot of w ives fee l ?  

Look at what Paul s a i d  about th i s .  I n  Eph . 5 : 22 he sa id  
th i s :  
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W ives , submit  yoursel ves unto your own husbands ,  
a s  unto the Lord . 

I n  the verse j ust before that he had s a i d ,  
Submitting yoursel ves one to another i n  the fear 
of God . 

Then i n  v .  33 he concl uded by say i n g ,  
. . •  and the wife see that she reverence her 
h usband . 

So to coup le  a holy l i fe with fear means to be 
des i rous of p l ea s i ng God and her husband . 

But a w ife may respond by say ing ,  "But I can ' t  do 
both . "  My answer i s ,  "Yes , you can ,  or the Lord 
wou ld  not have to ld  you to do both . "  

REMEMBER AS I HAVE STATED REPEATEDLY I N  TEACHING 
1 PETER , WE ARE NDT DEALI NG WITH PDSSIBLE EXCEPT IONS ; 
PETER WANTED H IS  READERS TO GET THE PRINC I PLES I N  
M I ND .  

But l et u s  move on .  

I I .  THE W I FE ' S  ADORNMENT ( 1  Pet . 3 : 3 ,  4 ) .  

Every woman l i kes pretty things.  She l i kes to l ook n i ce.  
And there i s  certa i n l y  noth ing wrong with th i s  as l ong as it  
is  kept i n  moderation .  But the question i s :  What k i nd of 
adornment i s  most important to you? 

Peter spoke negat i vely  f i rst , then pos i t i ve ly .  

A.  Negat i ve l y :  v .  3 .  

The word for "adorn i ng " i s  the word , wor l d ,  I t  
speaks of that wh i ch i s  used to beaut ify ,  to I mprove. 
How are you try i ng to make yoursel f  attractive to your 
husband? I s  by having the latest ha ir  sty l e ,  or by 
hav i ng a l l  k i nds of expen s i ve j ewel ry ,  or by wearing the 
most fashionable c l oth ing? 

Peter sa i d ,  "No , that is not the way to go . "  But • . .  

B.  Pos i t i ve ly :  v .  4 .  

The w ife who i s  primari ly concerned about how she looks 
and what she i s  wear ing i s  usua l ly the w ife who has for
gotten that she has an i nner person as wel l as an outer 
person.  She has  forgotten "the h i dden man of  the 
heart . "  She has forgotten character and d i spos i t i on and 
behavior.  She may scorn meekness and qu ietnes s .  

I l i ke the comment that Fausset made i n  h i s  commentary 
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about "a meek and a q u i et spiri t . " He sa id  that meekness 
means that you don ' t  cause d i sturbances ; q u i etness means 
that you don ' t  b low up when your husband causes an up
roar !  You l ov i ng l y ,  pat i ently , bear w ith h i m- -over and 
over aga i n .  

You know, God i s  not concerned about you being the l atest 
fashion p late , BUT HE IS CONCERNED ABOUT WHAT SHAPE YOUR 
HEART IS IS--NOT PHYSICALLY , BUT SPIRITUALLY ! Cf. 1 Sam. 
1 6 : 7 .  Peopl e  may l ook at the outward appearance , but 
God looks at your heart. Cf. a l so 1 T im.  2 : 9- 1 1 .  

See 1 Pet . 3; 1 5 .  To be meek i s  to be l i ke our Lord . 
Cf.  Matt. 1 1 : 28-30. 

I I I .  THE CHRISTIAN W I FE ' S  EXAMPLES ( 1  Pet. 3 : 5 ,  6 ) .  

Man i s  a l ways on a stretch for someth i ng NEW ; the Lord i s  
a l ways d i rect i ng us to the OLD. 

Let me ask you ladies th is  morn ing : Who i s  your role model 
( to use present-day termi nology ) ?  Who i s  your idea l of what 
a w ife shou l d  be? Who do you th ink  that Peter had i n  m i nd 
when he wrote of "the ho l y  women " " i n  o l d  time"? 

Have you ever stud i ed the women of the B i b le? What do you 
t h i nk of the v i rtuous woman who i s  descri bed i n  Provo  3 1 : 
1 0-31 . 

Don ' t  take some woman who i s  not even a Chri sti an . Or a 
woman who may be very p lea s i ng on TV , but who has demon
strated that she cannot hang on to a husband , nor ra ise her 
c h i l dren to be mora l l y  upright peop le .  Take the "holy 
women . "  None of them i s  perfect , but they shou l d  be your 
examp les , your idea l s--even women today who c l early show 
that they know how to wa l k  with the Lord and who are more 
concerned about what a woman i s  that what she has . 

Sarah i s  the one Peter c ited . And he had reference to her 
words i n  Gen .  1 8 : 1 2 .  

You see , god ly subm i s s i on has never gone out o f  sty l e  with 
the Lord . It i s  " of great price"  ( v .  4 ) .  And , if  you want 
the b les s i ng of God , t h i s  i s  the way to go.  

But what did  Peter mean when he s a i d ,  "as  long as ye do 
wel l ,  and  are not afra id  with  any amazement"? 

D id  you ever hear a woman say with regard to being submi s
s i ve to her husband , "Wel l ,  I ' ve tried that , but it doesn ' t  
work " ? You know, I am a lways susp i c ious of peop l e ,  men or 
women , who are try i ng to "work" the B i b l e ,  or God . It sounds 
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too much l i ke we are try i ng to man i pu l ate God to get what we 
want ,  and you are right , that does not "work . "  We are not 
to try to "work " God , but to obey Him.  And we are to obey 
H im  even when it does not seem to work . Peter was ta l k i ng 
here about the wife who i s  i nc l i ned to pan i c  because she 
sets out to obey God , and thi ngs do not improve with her 
h usband , or they may even get worse. 

The word for what Peter was encourag ing here i s  the word , 
perseverance. 

Do you quit prayi ng j ust because you ask God for someth i ng 
and He doesn ' t  do it?  No , we make sure that what we are 
asking i s  something that i s  p l ea s i ng to H i m ,  and then we 
persevere--we ask and we keep on ask ing ! 

So , do we quit  obey ing God when it  does not bring H i s  immed i 
ate b less ing? No , we do not pan i c .  We trust H im  more , we 
hope i n  H im  (the word Peter used i n  v .  5--the Lord was the i r  
on ly hope ) , and conti nue o n  w ith our obed i ence , be l i ev ing  
that the Lord wi l l  in  His  own t ime come to our a i d .  The 
prob l em w ith a l l  of us i s  that we qu it  too soon . 

God w i l l  a lways be fa ithfu l to H i s  Word , so keep on do i ng 
what He tel l s  you to do ,  and you wi l l  f i nd that He wi l l  never 
fa i l  you . 

One f i n a l  word : 

I V .  THE CHRISTIAN W I FE ' S  PURPOSE ( 1  Pet. 3 : 1 ,  2 ,  4 ) .  

Peter was speaking here of a wife whose husband was not a 
Chr i st i a n ,  but those who have Chri stian husbands can a l so 
learn from th i s .  

A Chri stian wife has a twofo l d  purpose : 

A.  The f i rst i s  to p l ease God ! 

Th i s  comes f i rst, or shou ld  come f i rst , w ith a l l  of us . 
See vv .  2 ,  4 .  

B .  The second i s  to w i n  her husband. See v .  1 .  

W i n n i ng i s  a l eg it imate ly B i b l i ca l  term for see i ng a 
person come to Christ.  See 1 Cor. 9 : 1 9-2 1 .  

To state i t  more genera l ly so as to i n c l ude a wife whose 
husband i s  a Chri st ian  a l though he mi ght not be a very 
good one , A CHRISTIAN WIFE  IS TO BE ZEALOUS FOR THE 
SP IR ITUAL BLESSING OF HER HUSBAND. I n  the words of 
Gen . 2 ,  she i s  to be h i s  helper, h i s  helper on to God ! 
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But, can a wife p l ease God and her husband at the same time, 
even when her husband is not a Christian? ABSOLUTELY ! 
How do you do it? By concentrat i ng on what you are, not on 
what he i s .  By l i v i ng a god ly l i fe before your husband , and 
by th ink ing more about your i nner adornment than about your 
outer adornment . 

Conc l : Be assured that the Lord seeks our happines s ,  our great-
est j oy .  He does not deceive u s .  Nor wi l l  He forget 

H i s  Word . If  we pers ist i n  do i ng what p leases Him by seek i ng to 
do H i s  wi l l  i n  p l eas i ng each other , and do not qu it ,  continu ing 
to do wel l ,  THERE IS  NO QUESTI ON BUT THAT THE BLESS ING W I LL 
EVENTUALLY COME . Walk  with Him.  Let a l l  of  your hope be i n  
Him--not yourself ! And wa it with rea l expectation t o  see Him 
work. 

A l ady sa id  to me , not more than a month ago , who is now 
d i vorced and l i v i ng happ i ly with a second husband that , if she 
had known then what she has learned s i nce by becoming a Chri st
ian , she wou ld  have sti l l  been married to her f i rst husband . 

Next week we wi l l  see what Peter had to say to husbands . 
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THE CHRIS TIAN HUSBAND 
1 Peter 3 : 7  

1 Peter #15 

I ntr a: The section that we are currently c onsidering i n  
1 Peter was introduced with the words found i n  1 Peter 

2 :11, 1 2 .  (Read . )  

Following those words ,  Peter c ommanded his readers to be i n  
submission to the government ( 2:13-17) . He c ommanded servants 
to be subject to their masters ( 2 : 18-2 5 ) . He commanded the 
wives to be in subjection to the ir own husbands (3 : 1-6 ) . And 
now we c ome to his words for the husbands ( 3 : 7) . 

His words to the husbands are shorter than any of the other , 
but how full they are of i ns truction! As you can see , Peter 
did not go i nto the detail with the husbands that Paul did i n  
Eph . 5, but there certainly is no conflict between the two 
Apostle s .  Peter was probably writing to meet s ome spec ific 
needs which the believers had to whom he addressed this 
Epistle . 

The wife had her responsibilities in the home , but s o  did the 
husband . The duties were not all on one side . And notice 
that Peter wrote as Paul did i n  that he told the wives what to 
do, and then told the husbands . He did not tell the wives 
what the husbands should do, neither did he tell the husbands 
what the wives should do. He spoke to e ach groups about them
selve s .  We always c ompound our problems when we are more c on
cerned about what others should do than we are about what we 
should do. Let us learn that simple lesson from the text of 
Scripture . 

Before we c onsider the verse i n  detai l ,  let me point out the 
relationshi p  of the various parts of the verse to each other . 

Peter gave the husband two c ommandments : 
1 )  "Dwell with them according t o  knowledge . 1I 
2) "Giving honour unto the wife . 1I 
And their is a motive for each of the c ommandme nts :  
1 )  For the first: " as unto the weaker vessel , 1I or as with 

the weaker vesse l .  
2 )  For the sec ond : li as being heirs together of the grace of 

life . 1I 
And then the purpose for the two c ommandments c oncludes the 
verse: " that your prayers be not hindered . "  

S o  i n  the KJV the c ommandments are stated, then the motives 
f or each, and finally the purpose f or both c ommandments . 

The order is better i n  the NASB. Look at your Bible as I read 
from the NASB. 

You husbands likewise , 
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live with your wives in an understanding way , 
as with a weaker vesse l ,  since she is a woman ; 
and grant her honor as a fellow-heir of the grace of life , 
so that your prayers may not be hindered. 

A literal rendering of the original text would run like this : 
Husbands likewise ,  dwe ll with them according to knowledge , 
as with a weaker vessel who is a woman, 
rendering them honour , as also being j oint-heirs 
of the grace of life, 
so that your prayers will not be cut off . 

So the first commandment i s ,  Dwell with your wife in an under
standing way because she is � weaker vessel . 

The second i s ,  Give her honor 
you of the grace of life . 

because she is an heir with 

And the reason why the husband should be concerned about these 
was in order that their prayers (the "your" is plural) be not 
hindered, or cut off from reaching the Lord. 

Now let us consider them point by point. 

1 .  THE FIRST COMMANDMENT FOR CHRISTIAN HUSBANDS : "Dwel l  with 
them according to knowledge . 1I 

There are two parts to this : 

A .  "Dwell with them. 11 

We are dealing now with husbands who are Christians 
and wives who are Christian s ,  but the basic prin
ciples apply to all homes .  

Husbands and wives are to live together . The wife ' s  
place is in the home , BUT SO IS THE HUSBANDS . And 
the idea is here that they ought to live by 
themselve s ,  not with other people around (except for 
any children that they might have . 

The husband may have to leave for work, but at the end 
of the day he should come back to his wife, looking 
forward to being with the person who is the most 
important person in the world to him. When the 
husband is away from home for longer periods of time , 
trouble is in the making . Absence for more than a day 
may occasionally be necessary, but it should not be a 
continuing thing . 

The husband who is obedient to what Peter wrote he�e 
will look forward to being with his wife when the 
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duties o f  the day have been completed. He will find 
his greatest pleasure in her company , in confiding in 
her , in the encouragement which she gives him, and in 
the help that he is able to give to her . When she is 
happy , he will be happy . When she is sad, he will 
enter into her sufferings � Their mutual love for each 
other is what will make their lives the blessing that 
God intended that it should be . 

The second part : 

B .  "According to knowledge . "  

Every husband should seek to be wise and knowledgeable 
in the things of the Lord . He should know what God ' s  
will is for him as a husband, i . e . , what a husband 
should be and do in his relationship with his wife . 
He should seek to be able to teach her in the things 
of the Lord . C f .  1 Cor . 14: 35 .  He ought to seek to 
understand his wife--her strengths , her weaknesses 
(physically and spiritual ly) , her particular needs , 
etc . ,  so he will be able to help her . If there are 
children, he should should know the place that he is 
to have in their live s .  These things are all very, 
very important ! As Peter would suggest in his second 
Epistle, the husband is to be one of those who would 
be adding to his excellence as a father , knowledge, 
that he might be an even better father . C f .  2 Pet. 
1 : 5 .  There i s  nothing worse than an ignorant, fool
ish husband and father . 

But why is this so important? What should be the husband ' s  
motive for being knowledgeable in the ways I have mentioned? 

II. THE MOTIVE : THE WIFE , THE WEAKER VESSEL. 

There are some ways in which women can be stronger than 
men, and often stronger . A wife might be wiser than her 
husband . She may be more spiritually minded than her 
husband. But as a general rule they are weaker physically 
(although not always) , and weaker emotionally . She may 

not be able to stand the strain of life as much as the 
husband can . She is affected more deeply by trials and by 
criticism . She also can be more easily deceived than a 
man will be . Each husband needs to know his own wife so 
he will be able to help her in her weaknesses , whatever 
they may be . 

But it is interesting that Peter used the word, "vesse l . " 
This�s�he word that Paul used i�Tim . 2 : 20 ,  21 where 
he was referring to the people of God as "a vessel unto 
honour , sanctified, and meet for the master ' s  use , and 



1 Pet. 3 : 7  (4) 

prepared unto every good work . "  

The word IIvessel" points to the woman ' s  usefulness in the 
place of service that the Lord has given her--with her 
husband and with her children in the home . The stronger a 
man ' s  wife is spiritually, the more she will help him. He 
needs her prayers ,  her encouragement , j ust as she needs 
his . And so the husband needs to be wise in building up 
his wife so that she will be strengthened where otherwise 
she would be weak. 

But let us go on. 

I I I .  THE SECOND COMMANDMENT FOR CHRISTIAN HUSBANDS : "giving 
honour unto the wife . 1I 

The husband is the head of his wife , but he is not to 
treat his wife as an inferior, as his servant . He is to 
treat her at all times with the great honor and respect .  
After al l ,  she i s  God ' s  gift to him. God has given her to 
him to be his helper . He is incomplete without her . He 
is to treat her with the same affection that Christ mani
fested for the Church when "he loved her , and gave himself 
for her . "  If a husband honors his wife , he will give him
self completely to her . No one will be more important to 
him than she is ! 

.!. repeat what .!. said last week : There is no religion or 
way of life that has ever been taught among men that gives 
� woman � greater place of honor than she is given in the 
Word of God. 

A godly husband will never belittle his wife to his 
children, nor to others . Not even to his wife herse l f . 

He will guard her honor as he guards his own . 

John Brown (born in Scotland in 17 80)  has this very wise 
comment with regard to the weakness of the wife : 

'rhe feebleness of their frame should keep husbands in 
mind of the insecure tenure by which they (the 
husbands) possess them, and lead them to dwel l  with 
them, as they will wish they had done , when they must 
dwel l  with them no longer ( 1  Peter, I ,  57 0 ) . 

But why? What is the motive? 

IV. THE MOTIVE : THEY ARE "HEIRS TOGETHER OF THE GRACE OF 
LIFE . "  

The Greek say s ,  joint-heirs ! It is the same word that 
Paul used in Rom. 8: 17 when he said that we all as 
believers are "joint-heirs with Christ . "  
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This expression has to do with our salvation, with the 
evidence of it in our daily live s ,  as well as with the 
heavenly destiny that awaits every child of God. The 
husband does not have even one more blessing in salvation 
than his wife has�he has

-all that he has ! :She i s  ---- --- ---- ----
equally precious to God, and just as much a member of 
God ' s  family as her husband. So a husband should treat 
her as he would any other Christian, ONLY MORE SO--with 
love and honour and all of the fruit of the Spirit . 

This is where a husband and wife find their greatest 
unity- _ lI i n  Christ . 1I How wonderful is that "grace of God 
that bringeth salvation" to men and women alike ! Paul 
wrote to the Galatian churches that in Christ "there i s  
neither male nor female: for ye are all one i n  Christ 
Jesus" (Gal. 3 : 28b) . Let me repeat : when the Lord saves 
� woman He does everything for her that he does for � man. 
Let the husband always remember this, and he will find 
that this is the basis of true and lasting harmony in his 
home . 

But this motive also means that heaven should be much in 
their thoughts and in their conversation with each other. 
I f  we are anticipating what it will mean to be with the 
Lord, and talking about i t ,  it will make a big difference 
in the way in which we conduct ourselves at home . 

But now we come to that last phrase : 

v. THE CHRISTIAN HUSBAND ' S  PURPOSE : "that your prayers be 
not hindered. 1I 

The word lIyourll is plural in the original . This means 
that Peter was talking about the prayers of the wife as 
well as the prayers of the husband . If a husband fails 
his wife , he will not only be responsible for cutting off 
his own prayers , but hers as wel l !  

Peter was indicating here that true Christians pray, and 
that prayer was at the very heart of their lives. One o f  
the reasons that Christians have s o  much trouble, often 
trouble just like non-Christian families,  is because they 
do not pray as they should. And, if things are not right 
between a husband and wife , their prayers amount to 
nothing. They never reach the throne of grace. 

Let me ask you husbands. Do you pray? Is your life built 
upon prayer? Have you sensed your dependence upon the 
Lord in your responsibilities as a husband, as the father 
of your children? 

Let me ask you this also: Do you pray with your wife , and 
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with your children? Do they hear you seeking the bless
ing of the Lord, call ing upon Him in humility and depen
dence? Does your wife and do your children know how con
cerned you are that your home be a place where the Lord is 
honored? 

Or could it be that you could fl ipantly say , " I t  makes no 
difference if my prayers are cut off because I don ' t  pray 
much anyway ! "  If you can say that, I would doubt if you 
know what lithe grace of lifell is . I would doubt if you 
are a true Christian. 

Job was the godliest man on earth in his day , and the 
thing that is mentioned to substantiate that statement was 
the fact that "continual ly" ( the Hebrew says all the days)  
he prayed for his children and offered burnt offerings for 
each one of them because he said, li lt may be that my sons 
have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts" (Job 1 : 5b ) . 
It would have alarmed Job in the worst way if you had told 
him that his prayers might be cut off ! 

You know , men, usually our wives are better known for 
their prayers than we are . You ought to thank the Lord if 
you have a wife that faithfully pray s ,  but you ought to be 
ashamed if the Lord hears her voice in prayer more than He 
hears your s .  

Paul placed a special responsibility upon men for prayer 
when he wrote to Timothy . He said , 

I will therefore that men pray every where , 
lifting up holy hands , without wrath and doubting 
( 1  Tim. 2 : 8 ) . 

Conc l :  What more needs to be said? Peter has done here in v .  

7 what he has done so often before--compressing so 
much in few words ! May every husband here take these words to 
heart, memorize them, and pray that the Lord will enable you 
to be this kind of a husband . May you be knowledgeable and 
wise in the ways of God, honoring her as a fel low-be liever in 
Christ, and praying for her and with her . Great issues 
involving the glory of God and His blessing upon your home and 
your entire life , as well as the lives of those who are so 
dear to you, are at stake. This is what God says a Christian 
husband should be . And these words will never be out-dated as 
long as the world continues to go on. 
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THE CHURCH I N  DAI LY L I F E  or FR.orf\ DAY TO DflY 
1 Peter 3 : 8- 1 2  

I ntro : Our text beg i n s  w ith the word , " F i na l ly . "  What d i d  
Peter mean by th i s  when he was on ly ha lfway through the 

Ep i st le? D i d  he think  that he was conc l ud i ng? Or was th i s  j ust 
a bad hab it  he had gotten i nto? Or was there some other reason? 

It m i ght help  us to note two other t imes when Peter used the word 
that he used here . I n  fact ,  there are three. Cf . 1 : 9 ;  4 : 7 , 1 7 .  

The word speaks of � goa l ,  an obj ective ,  � purpose. 

Th i s  wou l d  mean that Peter had arri ved at a major po int or pur
pose that he had had in m i nd i n  writing to these bel ievers . 

What had he been doing? 

Wel l ,  we have not i ced that he had been address i ng certa in  groups 
of be l i evers . We have l i nked a l l  of these i nstructions to the 
words found in 2 :  1 1 ,  1 2 .  Then Peter. spoke of : 
1 )  Subm i s s i on to government ( 2 : 1 3- 1 3 ) .  
2 )  Submiss ion of servants to the i r  masters ( 2 : 1 4-25 ) .  
3 )  Submi ss ion of w i ves to the i r  husbands ( 3 : 1 -6 ) .  
4 )  Subm i s s i on of husbands to the wi l l  of God for them ( 3 : 7 ) .  
Now he was prepar ing to speak to the who le  Church genera l ly .  
�t-roTTOws has to �wl th theTr rel atI onshIp to each other , as 
we l l  a s  to other people who m ight not be bel ievers.  There were 
certa i n  standards of conduct i n  the i r  relationsh i ps with other 
people genera l ly wh ich  must be ma i nta i ned day after day . The 
ch i l d of God can never d i smiss  what Peter was about to say about 
the i r  l i ves i n  relation to others . 

Th i s  i s  what Peter had i n  mind as he wrote , or was moved by the 
Holy Sp i r i t  to write , to these suffering  sa ints .  

There wou l d  be a tendency for them to neg lect the i r  persona l 
dut i es i n  a t ime of persecut i on and trouble .  But Peter wanted 
them to rea l i ze that it was through obed ience persona l ly to the i r  
i nd i v idual  respons i b i l i t i es that the behav i or of the church i n  
each local ity genera l ly cou ld  be what i t  ought to be. 

The same app l ies to us today . 

Together we make up Tri n i ty B i b l e  Church .  But we are so many 
i nd iv idua ls  who make up Tri n ity B i b l e  Churc h .  We come from many 
d i fferent homes . AND IT IS WHAT WE ARE I N  OUR HOMES , ON OUR 
JOBS , IN MEET ING OUR RESPONS I B I L IT IES TO OUR GOVERNMENT , THAT IS 
COMB INED WHEN WE COME TOGETHER TO MAKE UP WHAT IS TRIN ITY B IBLE  
CHURCH.  If we are weak and  fai l i ng and d i sobed i ent person a l l y ,  
the church  wi l l  be weak. If we persona l ly and strong and obed
i ent , then the church wi l l  be strong . I hope you see th i s .  



! Pet . 3 : 8- 1 2  ( 2 )  

There are th ree t h i ngs that Peter d id  i n  these verses : 
1 )  F i rst ,  he gave F IVE ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS of Christian 

fe l l owsh i p  i n  the church ( 3 : 8 ) .  
2 )  Second ,  h e  spoke of THE PRIORITY O F  BLESS ING ( 3 : 9 ) --that 

" b l es s i ng "  i s  what we ought to be primari ly concerned about,  
" b less ing "  for other bel ievers , as we l l  as " b l es s i ng "  for 
ourse l ves ! 

3 )  Th i rd and l ast ,  OLD TESTAMENT SUPPORT for what h e  was wri t i ng 
to them , from Psa.  34 : 1 2 - 1 6 .  The quotat ion i s  i n  vv.  1 0 - 1 2 .  

Peter s imply began t h i s  quotat i on , not i n  the usua l way , 
but with the word , " For , "  and not i n  the usual  way of c i t i ng 
an OT passage. And he probably d i d  it  that way because the 
passage was we l l -known , and we l l - loved , by those be l i evers 
to whom he was wri t i n g .  

He d i d  th i s  l i ke we wou l d  c ite Scri pture , OT and/or NT, 
to conf i rm some po i nt that we wou l d  be mak ing  in our teach
i n g .  

Let u s  con s i der now what Peter wrote i n  these f i ve verses.  

I .  F IVE  ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS of fel l owsh i p  i n  the church 
( 1  Pet . 3 : 8 ) .  

A .  " Be ye a l l  of one mi nd "  ( v .  8 ) .  

Th i s  meant that they were to be l i kemi nded . They were 
to think  a l i ke ,  and the i r  th ink ing needed to be d i rected 
and contro l led by the Word of God . They were to be sub
m i s s i ve to the authority of Scripture both as to what 
they be l i eved , as we l l  as i n  the way that they behaved . 

We may be d ifferent as to our i nd i v i dual  persona l it ies ,  
as to our background s ,  as to the c i rcumstances i n  wh ich  
we  l i ve , BUT THERE IS ONE WAY I N  WHICH WE ARE TO BE  
ALIKE ,  AND THAT IS I N  OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD THE WORD OF 
GOD . IT IS TO BE THE F I NAL COURT OF APPEAL FOR ALL OF 
US .  Beware of the person who argues with the Word . 

Th i s  exhortat ion means that we are a l l  to think  a l ike ,  
and to  seek and strive to  l i ve a l i ke-- i n  obed i ence to  the 
Word of God ! .  

B .  " Ha v i ng compassion one of another" ( v .  8 ) .  

We get our word sympathet i c  from the word Peter used 
here. It means that we need to learn to fee l l i ke other 
people feel when they are i n  the midst of the i r  troubles . 
We are to put ourse lves i n  the i r  p l aces so that we wi l l  
be understan d i ng and he lpfu l  to them, not critical  and 
a l oof . 

Much of what Peter wrote here i s  found a l so i n  Rom. 1 2 .  
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C f .  Rom . 1 2 :  1 5 ,  
Rej o i ce w ith them that do rej o i ce,  
and  weep with them that weep. 

C .  " Love as brethren . "  

We get the name Phi l ade lph ia  from th i s  word . It i s  
brotherly l ove. It I S  an emot i ona l l ove , an express ive 
love , It � love wh ich  moves us to del i ght in  each 
other. There i s  a spec i a l  l ove that be l i evers have for 
each other, and wh ich  they are to man i fest toward each 
other. Cf. 1 John 3 : 1 4 .  

D .  " Be p it ifu l . "  

Th i s  word i s  on ly used e l sewhere i n  the NT i n  Eph . 4 : 32 
where it i s  tran s l ated , "tenderhearted . "  It means that 
we are to be k i nd toward each other ,  to excel i n  com
pass i on--and Inat it i s  to be stronglY-expressea ana
well-expressed . 

E .  " Be courteous . "  

The root of t h i s  word i s  the same as the f i rst expres
s ion in th i s  verse , " be ye a l l  of one m ind . "  It has to 
do w ith the way we th ink ,  only here it has to do w ith 
the way we th ink about ourselves.  We are to be humb le
mrn� to have a modest opInIon of ourselves.  After 
a l l ,  we are only s i nners saved by grace. 

If we want to have good fel lowsh i p ,  these are the th ings  
that we need to  c u l t i vate i n  our  l i ves . 

I I .  THE PRIORITY OF " BLESS ING"  ( 1  Pet . 3 : 9 ) .  

The c i rcumstances of the be l i evers to whom Peter was writing 
were very d iffi c u l t ,  and gave r ise  to the des i re to reta l i ate 
when they were s i nned against. That des i re i s  i n  a l l  of us .  
We  are i n c l i ned to feel that we  have the r ight to  do to 
others what they do to u s .  But Peter s a i d  that that i s  never 
the way to go . 

Note that "ev i l "  i s  menti oned in  each verse of the rema i nder 
of our text. ( Po int them out. ) 

" Ev i l "  i s  that wh ich  a person does to i nj ure someone e l se .  
It  can be phy s i c a l  inj ury ,  o r  mental inJ ury ,  o r  materi a l  
l oss--a l l  of these th ings come i nto t h i s  category. Some
times i t  i s  verbal i nj ury , e i ther to oursel ves , or about us 
to others . 

" Ra i l i n g "  i s  ma i n ly verbal --abusive ,  cr it ica l ,  rev i l i ng ,  
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l anguage. And a l l  of t h i s  i s  done to b l ame , to censure i n  
the most severe manner poss i b l e .  And the point that Peter 
was mak ing  was that t h i s  wou l d  be done when there was no 
reason for i t .  

I nstead of getti ng back at peop l e ,  we need to be th ink i ng i n  
terms of how we can be a b less ing to them. Cf . Rom . 1 2 : 1 4 :  

B l es s  them wh ich  persecute you : 
b l ess , and curse not. 

A l s o  Matt . 5 : 44 , 45a ,  
But I say unto you , Love your enemies , 
b less them that curse you ,  do good to them that hate you , 
and pray for them which  despiteful ly use you , 
and persecute you ; 
That ye may be the ch i l dren of your Father 
wh ich  i s  i n  heaven 

We are to be concerned about "b less ing"--being a b less i ng to 
others , and recei v i ng the bless i ng of God upon ourselves . 
Th i s  i s  why we were ca l l ed ,  as Abraham was--to " i nherit  a 
b less ing . " And so our behav ior toward others has eternal 
consequences as we l l  as tempora l .  

Cf . the reference to our " i nheritance" i n  1 : 3-5 .  See the 
connect ion a l so w ith our cal l i ng as i n  Rom. 8 : 28 .  

How d i fferent thi ngs wou ld  be i f  we were concerned about 
blessi ng--not i n  hav ing  our own way , and i n  stan d i ng up for 
our rights , as i s  the way most peop le are th ink i ng today ! 

I I I .  OLD TESTAMENT SUPPORT ( 1  Pet . 3 : 1 0- 1 2 ) . 

As I have ment ioned , th i s  was a wel l -known passage , and so 
Peter d i d  not even have to write , "as it i s  written , "  or,  
"thus saith the Lord . "  BUT THE PROBLEM THAT WE ALL HAVE IS  
THAT WE  OFTEN I GNORE THE SCRI PTURES THAT WE KNOW WHEN WE 
NEED TO BE THINKING ABOUT WHAT THE LORD WANTS US TO DO IN  
THE S ITUATION WE ARE FACING .  

Peter ( and Dav i d )  were address i ng themse l ves to peop l e  who 
wanted to enjoy l i fe--to those who l oved l ife , and wanted to 
see good day s ,  i . e . , to experience the b l es s i ng of the Lord 
every day that they l i ved . 

I l l u s : L ittl e  c h i l dren . A l l i son . They wake up exc ited 
about what they m ight be dO ing .  They enjoy l ife . 

They are g l ad to be a l i ve .  L ife i s  "a  bow l of cherries " ! 
It  i s  too bad that we l ose th i s  so quickly . Somet imes we 
beg i n  the day wonderi ng what trouble i s  go ing to face u s ,  
or how th ings can get worse.  We sometimes hate t o  get u p .  
That i s  not the way we shou l d  be . We shou l d  " l ove l ife , and 
see good days . "  That is the common greet i ng now" "Have a 
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good day ! "  

If we are go i ng to have good days , then there are certain  
th ings that we must not do.  

Note that Peter mentioned three th ings that we must NOT do , 
and then three things that we MUST DO ! 

What should  we NOT do? 

1 )  Stop try i ng to hurt peop l e .  " Refra i n  h i s  tongue from 
ev i l "  means both that they were to stop i t ,  and that they 
were to res i st this  temptation and tendency wh ich  we a l l  
have. 

2 )  Do the same about "gui le"--stop try i ng to deceive peop l e ,  
o r  to trap them, o r  to bait them so a s  to cause them to 
do the wrong th ing , thus corrupting them. 

3 )  " Eschew ev i l " --stay away from i t ,  turn away from i t .  Do 
not l et t h i s  be an opt ion with you , i . e . ,  try i ng to 
h urt people  because they have hurt you. 

What shou ld  we do? 

2 )  "Seek peace . "  Let peace be 
that we des i re most of a l l .  
f l ame , it wi l l  go out. 

our object ive ,  the th ing 
If we do not add fuel to the 

Cf . Matt. 5 :  9 ,  "B lessed are the peacemakers , for . • . "  

1 )  " Do good . "  

Make a pract i ce of do ing that wh ich  i s  going to have 
good results , i . e . , good in God ' s  eyes . Overcome ev i l  
w ith good . Cf.  Rom. 1 2 : 1 8 .  

3 )  " Ensue i t . "  Pursue it .  You probably w i l l  not ach i eve 
it the f irst time ,  so persevere ! Keep work i ng at i t .  
You may ach i eve it once , and then have to d o  i t  aga i n .  
But keep at i t  rel ent lessly.  

Now the big  quest ion i s  WHY? And the answer i f  g i ven i n  
v .  1 2 .  I t  has t o  d o  witn-tne Lord ! 

NOTICE : The Lord has eyes , and so He sees , He knows a l l  
that i s  going on. 

The Lord has ears , so He hears what you have heard . 
He knows how i t  cuts . The Lord understands this  
because He  went through i t ,  too . 
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H i s  face represents not only H i s  presence , but H i s  
p l easure o r  d i sp leasure . If He i s  d i s p l eased , 
noth ing we do can poss i b ly solve the problem that 
we face . 

On God ' s  eyes , cf . Psa .  33 : 1 8 ,  
Beho l�he eye of the Lord i s  upon them that fear h i m ,  
upon them that hope in  h i s  mercy . 

Cf. Prov o  1 5 : 3 ,  
The eyes of the Lord are i n  every p l ace ,  
beho l d i ng the ev i l  and the good . 

Cf . 2 Chron . 1 6 : 9 ,  
For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the who l e  earth ,  
to shew h imself strong i n  the beha lf of them 
whose heart i s  perfect toward h i m .  

C f .  Heb . 4 : 1 3 ,  
Neither i s  there any creature 
that i s  not man ifest i n  h i s  s i ght : 
but a l l  th ings are naked and opened unto the eyes of h i m  
with whom we have t o  do . 

On God ' s  ears ( and eyes ) ,  cf. Psa.  94 : 9 ,  
-- He that p l anted the ear, sha l l  he not hear? 

he that formed the eye ,  sha l l  he not see? 
Cf. 1 John 5 : 1 4 ,  1 5 ,  " And th i s  i s  the confidence that we 
have i n  h i m  . . .  " 

What about God ' s  face? Cf . the Aaron i c  bened i ct i on i n  Num . 
0:24-26, 

The Lord b l ess thee , and keep thee : 
The Lord make h i s  face sh ine upon thee , 

and be gracious unto thee : 
The Lord l i ft up h i s  countenance upon thee , 

and g i ve thee peace . 
Dav i d  s a i d  in  Psa .  27 : 8 ,  

When thou s a i dst, Seek ye my face ; 
my heart s a i d  unto thee , 
Thy face,  Lord , w i l l  I seek . 

When Dav i d  had s i nned so grievously aga i nst the Lord , he 
prayed , 

Hide thy face from my s in s ,  
and b lot out a l l  mine i n i qu it ies ( Psa .  5 1 : 9 ) .  

When we take matters i nto our own hands , u s i ng measure that 
d i sp l ease the Lord , He turns aga i nst us . See v .  1 3 .  

Conc l :  Th i s  i s  God ' s  way . We know it  now. We have seen it i n  
the Word. Let it be ' our way, too . May our greatest 

des i re a l ways be to p lease the Lord . Then our days wi l l  be good 
day s ,  and a l l  of our paths wi l l  be peace. Cf. Provo  3 : 1 7 ,  

Her ways are ways of p leasantness ,  
and a l l  her paths are peace. ( Concern i ng God ' s  wi sdom. ) 
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SUFFERI NG FOR R IGHTEOUSNESS 
1 Peter 3 : 1 3 - 1 7  

1 Peter # 1 7  

Intro : There i s  not a chapter i n  1 Peter wh ich  does not speak 
of suffering .  Obv ious ly  suffering was very prevalent 

among the bel ievers to whom Peter was wri t i n g ,  and the Sp irit  of 
God was u s i ng Peter to exp l a i n  the ir  sufferings  to them, and to 
i nstruct them as to how they were to behave wh i l e they were 
sufferi n g .  

I hope you are read i ng th i s  Ep i st le  through from beg i n n i ng to end 
once a week , and , if you are, the next time you read i t ,  or quote 
i t  ( i n  case you have memorized i t ,  or are memorizing  it ) ,  NOTICE  
HOW MUCH PETER SAID ABOUT SUFFERING.  MARK THE PASSAGES,  AND PAY 
SPEC IAL ATTENTION TO WHAT THEY SAY . If 1 Peter were a symphony , 
suffering wou l d  be the theme that occurs and recurs throughout 
the Epistle .  

We are i n  one of those passages on  sufferi ng today . Actua l ly it 
began in  v .  9 ,  and i t  cont i nues on with cert a i n  strong pO i nts of 
emphas i s  unt i l  we get to the end of the Ep i st l e  as such i n  5 : 1 0 ,  
1 1 .  ( V v .  1 2- 14  are the conc l us ion . )  It may swe l l  at times l i ke 
a r i s i ng crescendo , and at other t imes it i s  more i n  the back
ground ,  but it i s  a lways there : SUFFERING ! 

Suffering i s  evi dent i n  the word "scattered" i n  1 :  1 .  But it i s  
very c l ear i n  1 : 6 ,  7 .  It  comes u p  aga i n  i n  2 : 1 .  And it reaches 
a maj or empha s i s  when Peter addressed h imse lf  to "servants"  i n  
2 : 1 8 ,  and cont i n ues on to the end of that chapter. Ev i dently 
" servants " espec i a l ly were suffering.  Then , as I have sa i d ,  we 
have it i n  3 : 9 ,  perhaps more subdued , but i t  i s  heard loud and 
c lear as we come to our text for today . Let me read v v .  1 3 - 1 7 .  

Now the k i nd of suffering that Peter was ta l k i ng about , and the 
k i nd of suffering wh ich  has the greatest emphas i S  throughout the 
B ib le  i s  the suffering that God ' s  peop le experience because they 
are God ' s  peop l e--suffering for righteousnes s '  sake . A l l suffer
i ng rai ses quest i ons  in our m i nds , but the suffenng that Christ
ians experience , espec i a l ly when they are seek ing to p l ease God , 
i s  often the most baffl ing , and the most d i s courag i n g .  I t  i s  
only i n  the Word of God that we f ind an adequate exp l anation for 
the who le  problem of suffering for ri ghteousness ' sake . 

Let us see what we can l earn t h i s  morn ing ,  as the Ho ly Sp irit  i s  
p lease to teach us . 

F i rst of a l l  we have . 

I .  A QUESTION AND A STATEMENT OF TRUTH ( 1  Pet . 3 : 1 3 ,  1 4a ) .  

These two go together because they were i ntended to g i ve 
strong encouragement to the readers . 
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A .  The quest i on ( v .  1 3 ) .  

To understand the quest ion we need to not i ce aga i n  the 
verses wh ich  come before it--the quotat ion from Psa.  34. 
See vv. 1 0 - 1 2 ,  and espec i a l ly v .  1 2 .  These verses te l l  
the Lord ' s  peop l e  how they are to behave at a l l  t imes , 
and , as a l ways , the b less ing of God i s  prom i sed for those 
who obey the Lord . 

The emphas i s  seems to be upon the word , " harm . "  I f  I 
understand what Peter was say i n g ,  he was assuring those 
be l ievers that though sufferings cou l d  hurt them , it  
cou l d  not " harm" them , i . e . , it  cou l d  nOf(fo permanent 
damage to them. 

Instead--and th i s  i s  where we move on to • • .  

B .  The statement of truth ( v .  1 4a )  . 

. . •  they were prom i sed b less ing ; " happy are ye . "  

What cou l d  th i s  mean? Sure ly no one l i kes to suffer ! 
How can you be persecuted and happy at the same time? 

We can be happy i n  t imes of persecution because of what 
i s  being accomp l i shed through the sufferi ng--espec i a l ly 
two th i ngs : 
1 )  God i s  be i ng g l or if ied .  
2 )  Sp i ritual  prof i t  i s  com i ng to us ! 
There i s  one other t h i ng wh ich  we wi l l  come to i n  a few 
mi nutes . 

Noti ce both of these po i nts as the l ast th i ng wh i ch 
Peter menti oned i n  the ma i n  part of the Epistle : 5 : 1 0 ,  
1 1 .  

Our ma i n  purpose a lways i s  to seek the g lory of God , 
regard less of what our c i rcumstances may be. We shou l d  
a lways be ask i n g ,  "What can I do i n  my present c i rcum
stances that wi l l  bring the greatest g lory to God ? "  See 
2 : 20.  

And j ust to know that the Lord is  with us ,  hel p i ng u s ,  
work i ng i n  us  and work i ng for us , that ought to make us 
happy . If it  doesn ' t ,  we have our hearts set on the 
wrong th ings .  

Let us  make sure that we take i n  the encouragement that we 
have here i n  vv. 1 3 ,  14a .  

But next we come to . . • 

I I .  THREE EXHORTATIONS ( 1  Pet . 3 : 14b- 1 6 ) .  
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The f irst two exhortat ions go together, and then we wi l l  con
s ider the th ird by itself .  

A .  The f i rst two commands ( vv .  14b ,  1 5a ) .  

1 .  Negat i vely ( v .  1 4b ) .  

We are usua l ly i nc l i ned to start do ing  the wrong 
th ing ,  and so we have to be to l d  to stop i t ,  or not 
to start i t ,  before we are tol d  what we shou l d  be 
do i ng .  

The express i on shou ld  beg i n  with the word but : "But 
be not afra i d  of the i r  terror,  neither be troubled . "  

Remember : Peter was probably ta l k i ng about some 
l i fe-threaten i ng s i tuat i ons , not j ust a 

m i nor confl ict or argument , and so h i s  words wou ld  
i n  and  of themsel ves ra i se quest i on s .  

The verse means ,  Do not go to p ieces when you face 
persecution ; don '"["""even De agi tated by I t .- --

Stated pos i t i vely t h i s  wou l d  mean , Be at �ea¥
T 

i n  
your hearts ; you have nothing to be-af"rai � -

Sure ly Peter i s  being very unrea l i st i c  and unsympa
thet i c .  Can h e  rea l ly mean th i s? 

Of course he does ! How can he? Because of a l l  that 
he has been teach i ng them in the Epistle  about the 
purposes of God , and about the prom i ses of God . They 
can be hurt ,  but not harmed . They wi l l  come through 
it and out of it ( even if it meant death ) much , much 
better than they were before the persecution started ! 

Wel l ,  i nstead of being terrori zed , what shou l d  they do? 

2 .  Pos it ively ( v .  1 5b ) .  

" But sanctify the Lord God i n  your hearts . "  

Some MSS have "Christ" here i nstead of " God . "  The 
N IV  renders i t ,  "But i n  your hearts set apart Chri st 
as Lord . "  

What does th i s  mean? 

The bas i c  mean i ng of " sanctify"  i s  to set apart . 
And so it means that , with a l l  of the tnaughts that 
go rac i ng through your m i nd i n  such a t ime as th i s ,  
turn your attent i on to God and to Christ.  Remember 
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that they are both ent it led to be cal led " Lord , "  
the sovereign  God , the sovereign  Chri st,  supreme over 
a l l men , a l l  c i rcumstances , a l l  troub les--everyth i n g !  
Th i n k  of The i r  purposes . Th ink  of The i r  power and 
g l ory .  Th ink  of the i r  l ove , the i r  prom i ses . TH INK 
OF THEM. Take comfort in  a l l  of that , and , as Peter 
wou ld go on to say i n  v .  18 and fo l l owing , t h i nk of 
how Christ endured H i s  sufferi ngs and u l t imate ly 
came forth as the V i ctor .  

In  Dav id ' s  word s ,  set H im  before your face .  I n  
I sa i a h ' s  words , keep your mind stayed o n  Him.  Peter 
was say i ng that , i n  such a t ime as those be l i evers 
were experienc i ng ,  the important th i ng was what was 
go ing  on i n  the i r  hearts ! And , if we form the hab i t  
of th ink ing much about Christ when th i ngs  are go ing 
we l l  with u s ,  i t  w i l l  be something  that we w i l l  
habi tua l ly do when t h i ngs go wrong--and then we wi l l  
have peaceful hearts . 

Make sure that you are do ing  th i s .  

But there i s  . • •  

B .  A th i rd command ( v v .  1 S b ,  1 6 ) . 

If we have obed i ently fo l l owed Peter ' s  i nstructions thus 
far, then we need to be ready to do someth i n g :  We need 
to be ready to answer questions !  About what? Look at 
what Peter sa id . 

You see , the on ly reason that a person can face pos s i b l e  
death unafra i d ,  and even happy , i s  because h e  has a 
" hope" that makes h im unafra id  to d i e .  Peop l e  can see 
th i s  i n  such a Christian ' s  behav ior ,  and so they wi l l  
say , "How can you be th i s  way?" 

It i s  very , very l i kely that th i s  was the k i nd of an 
effect that Stephen had upon Saul of Tarsus . 

Remember how we defi ne the word " hope" as it i s  used 
here . 

Most peop le  are wi thout any " hope. " And consequently 
they are not rea l ly happy u n l ess th ings are go ing r ight 
for them in th i s  wor l d .  And n o  person ever has every
th ing  go ing the way he woill me for them to go ! 

But how i s  th i s  answer to be g i ven--wi th a ho l i er-than
thou atti tude, or in a v i nd ict ive way , with hate and with 
scorn? NO ! But "with meekness and fear"--meekness to
ward men ,  and fear, not toward men , but toward God , fear 
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lest even i n  g lv lng our an swer we might do i t  i n  a way 
that wou l d  be d i sp l ea s i ng to the Lord . 

And we are to do th i s : 
1 )  With a good consc ience , as having not done anyth i ng 

ev i l  wh ich  wou ld  be the cause of our s ufferi n g .  
2 )  And w ith a good conversat i on ,  a good l ife , a l i fe i n  

which  we have had one purpose , and that i s  to be 
p l eas ing  to the Lord . 

We might have our fa l se accusers l i ke the Lord d i d ,  But 
i n  see i ng the ch i l d of God behave i n  the way Peter des
cribed here , they w i l l  be ashamed and admi t  that the i r  
accusat ions were wrong . 

I I I .  THE F INAL WORD ( 1  Pet . 3 : 1 7 ) .  

Th i s  i s  not a l l  that Peter had to say, but a l l  we wi l l  be 
able to con s i der now. 

When it i s  the wi l l  of God for us to suffer for do i ng good , 
good i n  H i s  s i ght , it  i s  better to suffer than not to suffer. 
Why? Because of a l l  that the Lord accomp l i shes through the 
sufferi ngs of H i s  peop l e .  It is "better. "  And th i s  i s  true 
of a l l  k i nds of sufferi ng s .  

Conc l :  What are some of the benef its? Let us j ust take what we 
have i n  our text : vv .  1 3 - 1 7 .  We can be hurt , but not 

harmed , because "we know that a l l  thi ngs work together . . .  " 

1 )  The res ult  of suffering for ri ghteousness '  sake i s  happ i ness . 

I l l u s :  The peop le  who were on the Orprah Wi nfrey program. 

2 )  We f i nd peace which  d i spels  our fears . "He that fears God 
has none e l se to fear" ( JFB , V I , 6 1 0 ) . 

3 )  I t  draws us c l oser to God and to Chri st . 

4 )  I t  prov i des opportun it ies for witness ing of Chr i st ,  and the 
hope we have in H im .  

5 )  I t  humb les us , and takes away our self-suff i c i ency . 

6 )  It makes us even more careful  that what we do,  what we say , 
what we think ,  and what we are ,  are p lea s i ng to the Lord . 
Th i s  i s  the fear of God . 

7 )  I t  s i lences oppos it ion . The Name of God i s  not b lasphemed , 
as when we do ev i l ,  but it i s  g l orified.  

In  a l l  of our tri a l s ,  may the Lord g i ve us b les s i ngs l i ke these. 
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ENCOURAGEMENT FOR SUFFERING SAI NTS 
1 Peter 3 :  1 8  

1 Peter # 18  

Intro : The peop l e  of God have a l ways had to s uffer i n  vary i ng 
degrees for the sake of the Gospel , and for the truth of 

the Word of God . 

The Gospel often separates Christians from members of the i r  
fami l ies  who are not Christ i ans . Christians lose friends who 
are not sympathet i c  with the i r  fa ith in Chri st . Often sufferi ng 
for the sake of Christ takes on a more aggress i ve character. 
Christians have been known to l ose the ir  j obs . When it reaches 
the extreme , Christians have l a i d  down the i r  l i ves rather than 
to deny Christ.  

Al l of this  means that the work of the Lord is  never easy . From 
the standpo i nt of persona l re lationships it can be very cost l y .  
Even with i n  the church there i s  often oppos it ion to the Gospel ; 
there i s  often opposition to the teach i ng of the Word of God . 

These are not facts for us to become morbid about , but they are 
rea l it ies of l i fe for one who i s  a faithful ch i l d  of God . WE 
MUST BE CAREFU L ,  AS PETER TAUGHT IN TH I S  EPISTL E ,  NOT TO SUFFER 
BECAUSE OF OUR OWN EV I LDOING ,  BUT NEITHER MUST WE BE SURPRI SED 
WHEN WE SUFFER AS WE SEEK TO DO THAT WHICH IS PLEAS I NG TO GOD. 
Th i s  was one of the maj or concerns wh ich  led to the writ ing of 
tfils ITrsnpTStieof Peter.  - - -- -

But Peter d i d  not stop there. He sought to encourage the people 
of God who were going through times l i ke that .  

Remember that he was not writ ing about the sufferings that a 
person goes through because of phys ica l  i II n e s s, or inj uries 
that we may have as the resu lt  of some acc i dent . The Lord i s  
certa i n l y  i n  those th ing s ,  and uses them, but by far the greatest 
emphas i s  i n  the NT has to do with persecution for the sake of 
Chri st ! If we make ourse l ves obnoxIous , and do foo l i sh th ings , 
perhaps wrong th ings , w ith the excuse that we are serv i ng the 
Lord , that i s  wrongdo i ng .  But when we suffer leg i t imate ly as 
Chri sti  ans,  where can we f i nd eliCiiiJragement? 

-

Our text for today answers , I N  THE SUFFERI NGS OF CHRIST !  ( Read . )  

Now th i s  i s  obvious ly a Gospel text . And I am sure that the 
Gospel has been preached from th i s  verse hundreds upon hundreds 
of t imes s i nce it was written . But when you look c losely as the 
context of t h i s  verse, you can see that Peter was not writing 
for unbe l i evers,  but for be l i evers . He was show i ng that there 
i s  encouragement for be l i evers if they wi l l  only compare the ir  
sufferi ngs with the suffering of Christ when He d i ed on  the 
Cross to prov ide sal vation for us . That i s  the reason that th i s  
verse was orig i na l ly written ! 
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How can we f i nd encouragement here? Let me po int out f ive 
th ings wh ich  Peter said about the sufferings of Christ i n  t h i s  
verse wh ich  c a n  be an encouragement t o  u s  i n  those times when we 
suffer for the sake of the Gospe l .  

The fi rst has to do with . • •  

I .  THE W I LL OF GOD AND SUFFERING. 

Note the connect ion between 1 Pet. 3 : 1 7  and v.  1 8 .  

One th ing i s  certa i n  about the sufferings of our Lord wh ich  
ended i n  death : IT WAS THE W I LL OF  GOD ! 

O ld  Testament prophecy proves it .  

O ld  Testament types prove it .  

The words of  the Lord Jesus prove it .  

I n  John 6 : 38 we have our  Lord ' s  words when He said , 
For I came down from heaven ,  
not to do  mine own wi l l ,  
but the wi l l  of h im that sent me . 

When the Lord was pray ing i n  the Garden of Gethsemane, He 
sa i d ,  

Father,  i f  thou be wi l l i n g ,  
remove th i s  cup from me : 
nevertheless not my wi l l ,  but thine ,  be done ( Lk .  22 : 42 ) .  

When Peter tried to k i l l  Ma lchus ,  the Lord rebuked him with 
these words , 

Put up thy sword i nto the sheath : 
the cup wh ich my Father hath g iven me , 
sha l l  I not drink  it? ( John 1 8 : 1 1 ) .  

So what i s  our encouragment from t h i s? 

It i s  that suffering for the sake of the Gospel i s  a part of 
God ' s  wi l l  for u s .  Paul  to l d  the Ph i l ippian  churc h ,  

For unto you it i s  g i ven i n  the beha lf  o f  Christ,  
not on ly to bel i eve on  h i m ,  
but a l so to suffer for h i s  sake ( Ph i l .  1 : 29 ) .  

Look at 1 Pet . 5 : 1 0 .  

Pau l to l d  Timothy , 
Yea , and a l l  that wi l l  l i ve god ly i n  Christ Jesus 
sha l l  suffer persecution (2 Tim. 3 : 1 2 ) .  

Th i s  i s  the testimony of the OT as wel l  as of the NT : the 
people  of God wi l l  suffer. BUT HOW COMFORTING IT IS TO KNOW , 
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WHEN IT COMES , THAT IT I S  THE WILL OF GOD--not j ust the 
resu l t  of the ev i l  work of peop le  agai nst us . 

Remember what Peter sa id  on the Day of Pentecost about the 
sufferi ngs of our Lord : 

H im ,  being de l i vered by the determinate counsel 
and foreknow ledge of God , 
ye have taken , 
and by wicked hands have cruc if ied and s l a i n  ( Acts 2 : 23 ) .  

But let me g i ve you a second word of encouragement.  

I I .  THE PERSON WHO SUFFERED. 

Peter wrote , "the j ust for the unjust . "  We have a contrast 
there . He was ( and i s )  THE JUST ONE ; we are "the unj ust . "  
He d i d  not deserve to suffer ; we do ! I t  may not be that we 
deserve the sufferi ngs  that come to us  because of our des i re 
to p l ease the Lord , but there are so many reasons why we 
deserve far more troub le  that we ever get . If the Lord were 
to deal with us accord i ng to our s i n s ,  what wou l d  our l i ves 
be l i ke? 

On the other hand , th ink  of the s i n lessness of Christ.  He 
not only d i d  no s i n ,  but He cou l d  not s i n .  There was no 
s i n  in H im .  He d id  not know s i n .  He was wi thout s i n  of  any 
k i nd .  

But the record i s  d i fferent with us , i sn ' t  i t? I f  Christ 
suffered , even though He was not a s i nner, shou l d  we expect 
anyth ing e l se? The Lord s a i d ,  and H i s  words are i n  John 
1 5 : 1 8 ,  1 9 ,  

I f  the world  hate you , 
ye know that it  hated me before it  hated you . 
If ye were of the wor l d ,  
the wor l d  wou ld  l ove h i s  own : 
but because ye are not of the wor l d ,  
but I have chosen you out of the wor l d ,  
therefore the wor l d  hateth you . 

A th i rd word of encouragement : 

I I I .  THE PURPOSE OF SUFFERING.  

I t  shou ld  encourage us to know that God has a purpose for 
a l l  suffering ,  j ust as He had a purpose for the sufferi ngs 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

What was the purpose of Christ ' s  sufferings? It was "that 
he m ight bring us to God . "  A l l that was necessary for our 
s a l vation , He accomp l i shed by H i s  death . He left noth i ng 
undone.  
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And note the way in  wh ich  the sovereignty of God i n  sa lva
t i on is brought out by that statement , "that he m ight bring 
us to God " ! No s i nner comes to God of H i s  own accord ; it  i s  
Christ Who brings u s .  If He d i d  not bring us , we wou l d  not 
come--our hearts are so perverse, and our mi nds are so b l i nd
ed because of our s i n ,  and because of what Satan a lways does . 
But it  was necessary for Christ to suffer i n  order to bring 
u s .  

How can that be encouraging? We cannot cause anybody to be 
saved . We cannot bring them to God . 

That i s  true. But the sufferings of the s a i nts i s  often 
used by God to touch the hearts of unbe l i evers , and through 
that , the Lord brings them to H imself. 

How can th i s  be? 

Because the response of Christians  when they are be i ng per
secuted i s  so d i fferent from what you wou l d  expect .  

Th i nk of the story of Paul  and Si l as i n  the Ph i l ipp ian j a i l .  
Cf. Acts 1 6 : 25 ,  

And at m idn ight Paul  and S i las  prayed , 
and sang pra i ses unto God : 
and the pri soners heard them. 

What happened afterwards? After the earthquake the j a i lor 
came i n ,  fe l l  down before Paul  and S i l a s ,  and sa id , " Si rs ,  
what must I do to be saved?"  As a res u l t ,  HE AND H IS  WHOLE 
FAMILY WERE SAVED.  

God had a spec i f i c  purpose for the sufferings of Paul  and 
Si l as  in Ph i l ipp i  at that particu lar  time .  

But l ook a l so at 1 Pet . 1 : 6-9 and 4 : 1 2 - 1 4  and 5 : 1 0 .  

We do not rej o ice i n  suffering because we l i ke to suffer, 
but we rej o i ce i n  suffering because of what the Lord i s  
accomp l i sh i ng through that suffering.  

It  was  the same w ith our Lord Jesus Chri st ,  "who for the j oy 
that was set before h i m  endured the cros s ,  desp i s i ng the 
shame , and i s  set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God " ( Heb.  1 2 : 2b ) .  

There are two more words of encouragement that I want you to see 
in th i s  verse .  

I V .  THE EXTENT OF CHRIST ' S  SUFFERING . 

Two th ings need to be pai nted out here. 

A. He suffered unto death . 
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So far,  we have not had to suffer l i ke that . We may 
have l ost friend s .  And certain  doors may have been 
c l osed to u s .  And perhaps there has been a l ot of menta l 
anguish  we have gone through .  But there have been a lot 
of things that have happened to some Christians that have 
not happened to u s .  AND WE ARE STI LL HERE ! WE HAVE NOT 
LAID DOWN OUR L IVES FOR THE FAITH OF THE GOSPE L ,  as our 
Lord Jesus Chri st d i d .  H i s  sufferings  were far greater 
than ours ever have been , and greater than ours ever can 
be. 

Do you remember those encourag i ng verses in  Heb . 1 2 : 3 ,  4? 
For cons ider h im  that endured such contrad i ction 
of s i nners agai nst h imse l f ,  
l est ye be wearied and faint i n  your m inds . 
Ye have not yet res i sted unto blood , 
striv ing agai nst s i n .  

So l et u s  be encouraged that the God has put l imitati ons 
upon our sufferi ngs ,  far more so than He d i d  w ith our 
Lord . 

But a l so notice thi s :  

B .  If  the time shou l d  come when we , l i ke other bel i evers i n  
the past , are ca l led upon to l ay down our l i ves for the 
sake of the Gospel , k i l l i ng us i s  a l l  that our enemies 
can do to us .  

Cf .  Luke 1 2 : 4  where we  have those words of  our  Lord when 
He sa id , 

And I say unto you my friends , 
Be not afra i d  of them that ki l l  the body , 
and after have no more that they can do .  

Th ink  of  what i t  w i l l  mean if  we are k i l l ed .  To be 
"absent from the body" i s  to be "present with the Lord" 
(2  Cor. 5 : 8 ) . That wou l d  be , accord ing to Pau l ,  not only 
"better , "  but "far better" ( Ph i l .  1 : 23 ) .  

It i s  God Who sets the extent of our suffering s ,  and we 
can a l ways rej o i ce that we are in H i s  hand s ,  not l eft i n  
the hands of our enemies .  

So we  ought to f i nd encouragement here. 

F ina l ly ,  

V .  THE OUTCOME OF SUFFERING. 

Think of i t  in  the case of our Lord . I s  the fact that Christ 
d i ed a l l  that we can say about Him? Was that the end? 
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Certa i n ly not ! Look at what Peter wrote i n  the verses at 
the end of th i s  chapter:  vv .  2 1 b ,  22. 

And think  of those verses we have had j ust recently i n  our 
SS lesson : Eph . 1 : 1 9-23. 

And a l s o  Ph i l .  2 : 8- 1 1 .  And Heb . 1 : 3 ,  " Who being the bright
ness of h i s  g l ory . • .  " 

The sufferi ngs of Christ were fol lowed by resurrect i on and 
g lor if ication--Hi s ascens ion to and at the Father ' s  r ight 
hand . And some day He is com ing " i n  the g l ory of h i s  Father 
with h i s  ange l s "  ( Matt . 1 6 : 27 ) .  

So our Lord ' s  enemies d i d  not have the l ast word . They d i d  
a l l  they could  to keep H i m  i n  the tomb , but they cou l d  not 
do enough ! 

Does th i s  have any appl i cation to us? Of course i t  does ! 

Cf. 2 Cor. 4 : 1 7 ,  
For our l ight aff l i ct ion ,  
wh ich i s  but for a moment ,  
worketh for us  
a far more exceed i ng and  eternal weight of g lory. 

Cf . Rom. 8: 1 8 ,  
For I reckon that the sufferings of th i s  present time 
are not worthy to be compared 
with the g l ory that sha l l  be revealed i n  u s .  

And look aga i n  at 1 Pet . 1 : 6 and 4 : 1 3 .  

But even here and now we reap eterna l  benef its from the 
sufferings wh ich  are the wi l l  of God for u s .  Cf. Jas . 1 :  
2-4 , 

My brethren , count it  a l l  j oy 
when ye fa l l  i nto d i vers temptations (tri a l s ) ;  
Knowing th i s ,  that the try ing of your faith 
worketh pat ience. 
But l et patience have her perfect work , 
that ye may be perfect and ent i re ,  want ing  noth ing . 

Peter sa id  essent i a l l y  the same th i ng i n  1 Pet . 5 : 1 0 ,  1 1 .  

Suffering causes us to trust the Lord more. We l earn to 
know H im  better . And because of the way the Lord works i n  
our hearts through tri a l s ,  we are conformed more than before 
i nto the very l i keness of Christ.  

Conc l : Are you encouraged? You see , th is  i s  an i l l ustrat i on of 
the fact that the Gospel message itself can prov ide us 

w ith strength in our t imes of tri a l .  Our sufferi ngs do not l ead 
to defeat , but to greater and greater v i ctories and greater and 
greater b l ess i ngs . 


