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HOW ARE WE SAVED? 
1 Peter 3 :  18-22 

Intro : Th i s  morn ing we get back to our study of 1 Peter after 
the two weeks that you have had with Gary i n  the book of 

Jonah.  

Our Scripture read i ng for the morn ing incl uded some of the 
verses we have a l ready covered , but I wanted a l l  of us to be 
remi nded of the general tone of th i s  Epist l e ,  and espec i a l ly the 
fact that one of the ma i n  themes of the Epi st le  i s ,  as Peter 
stated it i n  chapter 3 ,  verse 1 4 ,  SUFFERING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS ' 
SAKE. 

In fact ,  Peter not only emphasized that we as be l i evers should 
expect to be persecuted because of what we be l i eve , but he a l so 
c l early teaches that i t  i s  best that it be that way.--rt-rs----
best (1)  becauseltist11e WITT 0fG0a, TZ)---oeGause of the bene
f i c i a l  effect that it has upon our l ives , ( 3 )  because it enables 
us to d i sp lay the grace of God in our l i ves , and so wi l l  cause 
others to ask about our fa i th ,  and thus ( 4 )  it opens hearts to 
the Gospel of God's grace. 

The part i c u l ar part that I want to cover th is  morn ing is i n  
chapter 3 ,  verses 1 9-22. 

I do not th ink  that there i s  any question but that th is  i s ,  i n  
some ways , the most d iff icu lt  part of the Epi st l e .  However, I 
hope that the mean ing of these verses wi l l  be c l ear to you as 
we con s i der it th i s  morn ing.  The passage has been i nterpreted 
i n  various way s ,  and I do not c l a im  to have the l ast word on i t .  
But I wi l l  give you my understand ing of i t ,  and I s i ncerely  
hope that I have the m i nd of the Lord concern i ng it .  

F i rst of  a l l ,  let  me survey the passage to  expla i n  what it 
means , and then I wi ll come back and make some pract ical  app l i 
cat ions from i t .  

I. THE MEAN ING O F  THE TEXT ( 1  Peter 3 : 19-22 ) .  

I need to begi n  with v .  1 8 ,  the verse we con s i dered together 
three weeks ago today before Luc i lle and I left for our 
vacat ion.  

Peter in th i s  passage was showing that good , great good , 
eterna l  good , can come out of suffering for r ighteousness ' 
sake. And the pre-emi nent example of that i s  the suffering  
of Christ.  Verse 18  speaks of that suffering,-and the pur
pose of God for i t .  Peter mentioned not only  the death of 
Christ "for s i n s , "  but H i s  glorious resurrection--that He 
was "qui ckened by the Spi rit , "  i . e . , the Holy Spi rit .  
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Verse 1 9  speaks of our Lord ' s  preach i ng by that same Holy 
Sp ir it ,  and you can see that , by l i nking verses 18 and 1 9  
together ( a s  we ought to do) , th i s  had to be preach i ng that 
the Lord d i d  after H i s  resurrect ion.  So it cou l d  not be,  as  
some have i nterpreteo-thls verse, preach i ng that the Lord 
d i d  i n  Hades , or Sheol , between H i s  death and H i s  resurrec
t i on .  

But how d i d  He do th i s ,  and who are " the spirits i n  pri son"? 

Notice very careful ly that Peter said  that the Lord d i d  the 
preaching by the Holy Sp i rit .  

Th i s  probably means the  preach i ng wh ich  Peter H imself d i d ,  
a s  wel l  a s  the preach ing of the other Apostles , and even of 
deacons l i ke Ph i l i p and Stephen . 

We need to rem i nd ourselves of what Paul wrote about h i s  
own preach ing , and the preach ing of h i s  fel l ow-servants , 
when he sa id  i n  2 Cor. 5 : 20 , 

Now then we are ambassadors for Christ,  
as though God did beseech you by u s :  
we pray you i n  Christ ' s  stead , 
be ye reconc i led to God . 

The preach ing that i s  effective preach ing i s  preach ing i n  
wh ich  God i s  at work , preach ing where Christ i s  m i n i stering 
through His  servants . That , it seems to me, i s  what Peter 
was speaking about. 

But who are "the spi rits in prison " ? 

Th i s  i s  a B ib l i ca l  term which describes the bondage of 
s i nners . I sa iah  spoke of i t ,  and our Lord read i t  as being 
descript i ve of H i s  m i n i stry . We have it i n  Luke 4 : 1 8 where 
the Lord read i n  the Temp le that He had been anointed by 
the Sp ir it  "to preach del i verance to the capti ves . "  

So verse 1 9  has to do with the post-resurrect i on m i n i stry of 
Christ through the Apost les.  

But how can we l i nk this  with v.  20 and Peter's reference 
to Noah? It seems that those who were d i sobedient i n  Noah ' s  
day were those to whom the Lord was preach i ng after H i s  
resurrect i on .  

I bel i eve that the prob lem i s  sol ved when we rea l ize two 
th ings : 
1) That peop le  i n  Noah ' s  day were just l i ke the peop le i n  

our Lord's day , and even i n  our own day. " The spi rits 
in pri son "  i s  descr ipt i ve of unregenerate peop le  i n  
every generat i on . Sinners are a lways i n  bondage to 
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thei r s i n  i n  every generat i on . That i s  why they go on 
s i n n i ng even when they hate the consequences . 

2 )  That Peter wanted to use the f l ood i n  Noah ' s  day to 
i l l ustrate the truth of water bapt i sm .  See how verse 2 1  
beg i n s .  

S o  h e  was say i ng that the world  of " sp irits i n  prison "  
( " spirits"  referring to their hearts , not j ust thei r bod i es ) 
i n  Noah ' s  day were d i s obedi ent to Noah ' s  preaching wh i l e  
God pat i ently wai ted a l l  of those years that Noah was bui ld
ing the ark .  And only "eight sou l s "  were saved . 

Then Peter makes the app l i cat i on regard ing water bapti sm 
i n  v .  2 1 . 

The f lood i n  Noah ' s  day was a type of bapt i sm ;  bapt i sm i s  
the ant itype--that i t ,  i t  i s  that to wh ich the type poi nted . 
And so ,  as Noah and h i s  fami ly were saved by water, so we 
are saved by bapt i sm .  

Now you can see why we have a prob lem i n  th i s  text . Does 
th is  mean that peop le who teach baptisma l regenerat i on ,  that 
no one i s  saved unti l he i s  bapti zed , have a text here that 
supports thei r  doctrine? It seems that they do. But let 
us l ook a l ittle more c losely at it. 

If we were to speak about Noah ' s  del i verance, we could say ,  
and shou ld  say , f i rst of a l l ,  that God saved h i m  and h i s  
fam i l y .  

But we cou l d  a l so say that the ark saved them. 

And then we cou l d  say that they were " saved by water , "  as 
Peter d i d .  

Let us compare th is  w ith sal vat i on .  

We are B i b l i ca l ly correct to say that God saves u s .  We are 
equa l ly correct in say i ng that Christ saves u s .  We can a l so 
say that we are saved by the Holy Sp ir it .  We can a l so say 
that we are saved by faith.  Or that we are saved by grace. 
Or that we are saved by the Word of God . We can a l so say 
that we were saved by the person who brought the Gospel to 
us . Paul  spoke i n  th is  way in 1 Cor. 9 : 22.  

SO WE CAN ALSO SAY THAT WE WERE "SAVED BY WATER. "  How can 
we? What actua l ly is water bapti sm? 

Bapt i sm,  l i ke the f l ood , i s  a type--a type of the resurrec
t i on of Chri st. ( Read the fi rst part and the l ast part of 
v .  22. ) We are saved by the resurrect i on of Christ,  of 
wh ich  water bapt i sm i s  the type. And , by the way , th i s  i s  
a strong argument for immers i on .  But does th is  mean that no 
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person i s  saved unt i l  he is  actua l ly bapt ized i n  water? 
Is  water bapt ism a cond it ion of salvat i on ?  

I t  cannot ,  a s  such , be a cond it ion of sa lvation .  Th is  wou l d  
contrad ict other passages of Scri pture, such a s ,  Eph . 2 : 8 ,  
9 ;  T it .  3 : 5 .  We are saved by grace a l one. 

Wel l ,  what does it mean , then? What is  the true sign if i
cance of bapt ism? What d i d  it mean in  NT  times? Why d id  
Peter h imself say on  the Day of Pentecost i n  Acts 2:38, 

Repent,  and be bapt i zed every one of you 
i n  the name of Jesus Christ for the rem i ssion of sins,  
and ye sha l l  receive the g ift of the Holy Ghost. 

If you compare what happened to the Jews in Acts 2 with what 
happened to the Gent i l es i n  Acts 1 0 ,  you w i l l  f i nd that the 
order is d i fferent :  
1 )  W ith the Jews--repentance, bapt ism ,  the Holy Sp ir it .  
2 )  W ith the Gent i l es--repentance, the Holy Sp i r i t ,  bapti sm .  

To whom was Peter wri t i ng i n  t h i s  Ep ist le? To Jews. Why 
was bapt i sm so important to the Jews? BECAUSE IT INDICATED 
THE S I NCERITY OF THEI R  FAITH . Bapt ism was the fi rst way i n  
wh ich  a Jewish man or woman or ch i ld cou ld  say to h i s  
fami ly and to the Jewish commun ity i n  wh ich  h e  l i ved ,  "I  
want you to know that I have become a Christ i an , that I have 
accepted JeSuS Christ as my Sav iour,  that my hope for sa lva
t i on ,  for the forg i veness of my sins,  is in His death and 
in H i s  resurrection .  

Thus bapt i sm shoul d  a lways be the fi rst way i n  wh ich  a Jew 
or a Gent i l e  says, "I am a Christ ian ."  In th is  sense he i s  
"saved by water . "  We are baptized , not i n  order that we 
m ight be saved , but to show that we are! 

Isn ' t  the same true about our faith? We bel ieve i n  Christ 
because we have been born of God . 

And so our salvat i on rests upon the resurrection of Christ 
wh ich  is  portrayed by our bapt ism i n  water. 

But that is not a l l :  Look at v .  22 . Here we have the 
exa ltat i on of Christ at the Father ' s  right hand--the c l imac
t ic  ev i dence that the Father is p l eased with the work of 
the Son concern i ng our sa lvat i on .  THI S  I S  A GREAT PASSAGE 
ON ASSURANCE . 

Was it worthwh i le for Christ to suffer for righteousness ' 
sake? Can God bring something good out of that wh ich  i n  
itself  is  very , very bad? He does it a l l  of the time, but 
He d i d  it pre-emi nent ly i n  the case of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now let us go on to . • . 
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I I .  THE APPLICATION ( 1  Pet . 3 : 1 9-22). 

Notice ,  f i rst of a l l ,  

A .  The nature of a true m i n i stry: Christ work ing and 
preach i ng through H i s  servants . 

A l l  that we do i s  i n  va in  un less the Lord i s  working 
through us. Cf . I sa .  55 : 1 0 ,  1 1 .  

B .  The hope less bondage of s i nners . 

We cannot set ourse lves free. On ly God through Chr i st 
can do that. Cf.  John 8 : 34 ,  

Jesus answered them , 
Veri Iy , veri ly , I say unto you , 
Whosoever committeth s i n  i s  the servant of s i n .  

C .  The longsuffering of God . 

Who i s  there who i s  saved who does not marvel at th i s? 
We marvel at God ' s  patience with a s i nn ing world , but 
even more so at H i s  pati ence with us before and after 
our sa lvation . 

D .  The amaz ing work of Christ.  

1 .  H i s  suffering and death . 

2 .  H i s  resurrect ion . 

3 .  H i s  present g l ory i n  heaven at the right hand of 
God . 

E .  Our assurance : "the answer of a good consc i ence toward 
GOd . "  

The Greek word that i s  tran s l ated "answer" here i s  used 
nowhere e lse i n  the NT, nor does it occur at a l l in the 
LXX. It probably can be best transl ated with the word s ,  
a n  express ion, � confess i on ,  � dec l aration.  Bapt ism 
does noth ing to c l eanse us from s i n ,  but i t  is an 
expression that we have a conscience before God and 
toward God that we have rea l ly been forg i ven and saved. 
To have a good consc i ence is to be at peace that through 
Christ a l l  that has been wrong between God and our own 
sou l s  has been made right , and wi l l  continue to be 
right.  

Conc l :  So , how are we saved? Peter to ld  us at the beg inning of 
th is  Epistle.  It i s  through Christ,  and through Him 

a lone. Are you saved? Have you confessed your faith in Him by 
be ing bapti zed? And do you cont i nue to confess H im  in  your 
l ife? Bapt i sm a l one can eas i ly become a mean ingless  ritua l .  
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ARMED FOR THE CONFLICT 
1 Peter 4 :  1 -6 

1 Peter #20 

Intro : Peter began th i s  Epistle by g i v ing us one of those 
c l ass ic  statements concern ing sa lvat i on which are found 

many p l aces throughout the NT , espec i a l ly i n  the Ep i st les .  He 
spoke of the u l timate goa l of our sa lvation : our "hope . "  We 
have a heavenly i nheritance where we wi l l  not on ly be "with 
Christ , "  but " l i ke h im ,  for we sha l l  see h im  as he i s" ( to 
borrow a coup l e  of expressions , one from Pau l ,  and the other 
from John ) .  

And it was i n  that open ing statement of th i s  Epistle that Peter 
mentioned the fact that from the time we are saved unt i l  we 
f i na l ly get to heaven , ei ther through death or the coming of the 
Lord , we are be ing " kept by the power of God through fa ith unto 
sa lvation" ( 1 : 5 ) --and i n  th is  context "sa l vat i on" means the 
culmi nation of our sal vation when we wi l l  be l i ke our Lord , 
del i vered forever from the poss ib i l ity that we cou l d  ever s i n  
aga i n .  

But the quest ion arises a s  we look at that statement i n  1 : 5 ,  
"From what are we being kept?" We know we are be i ng kept for 
heaven and a l l  that heaven wi l l  mean to u s ,  but we are "kept" 
now from what? The answer becomes apparent as we come to 1 : 13-16. 
We are to be "kept" from s i n ,  from the i nf l uence of the wor l d ,  
and from a l l  that the Dev i l i s  cont i nua l ly seek i ng to do to draw 
us back i nto the th ings from which the Lord has saved us . 

Along th i s  l ine see a l so 2 : 1 ,  1 1 ,  1 2 ,  21 , 22 . And i t  i s  a l l  
through ch .  3 .  God ly l i v i ng was to be the object of the peop le  
of God toward the Roman government ,  in  the i r  homes , on  the job ,  
and  i n  the i r  rel ationsh ips with others i n  the Church.  WE  NEED 
TO KEEP IN MIND THAT CHRIST D I ED TO SAVE US FROM OUR SI NS--SINS 
PAST , PRESENT , AND FUTURE ! Th i s  i s  the emphas i s  that we have 
in 2 :24 ,  and aga i n  in 3 : 1 8 .  And now we come back to  i t  aga i n  i n  
4 : 1  where Peter i s  actua l ly app lying what h e  had been writing 
about s i nce 3 : 1 8 .  

A l l of t h i s  po i nts to a d i st i ngu i sh i ng characteristic  of a l l  
true be l i evers i n  Christ:  They are no longer able to s i n  as 
they used to s i n .  They can s i n ,  but they cannot l i ve i n  s i n. 
S i n  bothers them. If a person c l a ims to be a Chri st i an , and 
yet cont i nues to l i ve as he a lways has , you must conc l ude that 
h i s  c l a im i s  a fa l se c l a im .  No person can be tru ly saved , and 
yet conti nue on in s i n .  Cf . 1 John 3 : 9 ,  1 0 .  

Now another point about th is  that Peter dea lt  with extens ively 
is that the Chri stian ' s  refusal  to s i n  is the source of great 
troub le  for him with the peop l e  of the wor l d .  Th i s  i s  why the 
ch i l d of God is persecuted . Th i s  is the cause of h i s  suffering 
in the worl d .  
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And t h i s  bri ngs u s  to our text i n  chapter 4 ,  the f irst s i x  
verses . And Peter here brings us back to the Cross.  

From a human standpoint, the reason that ungod ly men hated our 
Lord was because of H i s  Deity .  He was ho ly ,  s i n less ,  undef i l ed 
and undef i lable.  He suffered, suffered terribly  for i t .  From 
God ' s  point of v iew,  He was sufferi ng for u s ,  pay i ng the pena lty 
for our s i n s .  And we d i ed with Him.  Consequently,  we should  
not expect to be treated any d i fferently from the way our Lord 
was treated , AND THIS IS THE TRUTH THAT WE NEED TO ARM OURSELVES 
WITH . 

I .  OUR ARMOR AND I TS USEFULNESS ( 1  Pet. 4 : 1 -3 ) .  

The Lord expected to suffer and to d ie  because of H i s  
opposition to s i n .  He expected to be hated by the world  
because He  wou l d  condemn the i r  way of l i fe, not condone it .  
And we are to expect the same reaction , the same response 
from the worl d .  

The wor l d  i s  sti l l  what it a lways has been s i nce Adam s i nned 
aga i nst God . The world  i s  an enemy of God , and an enemy of 
a l l  god l i ness . We are not to expect that we wi l l  have an 
easy time i n  th i s  wor l d .  We are to expect conf l ict , to 
expect troub le--IF we are rea l ly saved , and rea l ly l i v i ng 
as the Lord wants us to l i ve .  

And th is  very att itude, th i s  understanding , wi l l  prov ide us 
with protect ion .  We wi l l  expect troub le .  We wi l l  get pre
pared for it .  AND WE W ILL SEE THAT GOD HAS A GOOD PURPOSE 
FOR LEAV ING IT TH IS WAY, THE WAY OUR LORD FOUND IT WHEN HE 
WAS HERE ON EARTH! 

What i s  the purpose? How can it be useful to the ch i l d of 
God? 

Peter stated its useful ness at the end of verse 1 ,  and then 
gave i t  negat ively and pos it ively i n  v .  2 .  And then he gave 
an add it ion a l  reason i n  v .  3 .  

A. We need to have our thinking , our expectat i on, from the 
wor l d ,  stra ight . 

If we expect great acceptance from the world, or great 
approva l from the wor l d ,  we are going to be d i sappoi nted 
and eas i ly defeated . 

But , if we expect opposition ,  then we wi l l  more l i kely 
be prepared . 

B .  God ' s  purpose i s  to change our way of l ife--from s i n n i ng 
to ho l i ness.  
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C .  And then i n  v .  3 ,  whatever time we have g i ven to the 
world and its s i n  i s  enoug h ,  and more than enough . 

D i d  you ever hear a Christian say ,  "Oh ,  I wi sh I had 
committed some other s i n s  before the Lord saved me"?  
A real Christian wou ld  never speak l i ke that. Instead , 
he wou l d  say, "Oh , I w i sh I had never s i nned aga i n st the 
Lord . I regret every s i n  I ever committed , and I wi l l  
be so thankful when I wi l l  never be able to s i n  again! " 

We a l l  may not have s i nned to the extent described i n  
v .  3 ,  but the potent i a l  was there for a l l  of u s .  

The f irst , " l asc i v iousness , "  speaks of unrestra i ned and 
un interrupted immora l i ty . A l ife that is wanton and 
l i centious.  

The second , th ird ,  and fourth words a l l  have to do with 
drinking and drunkenness ,  and the s i n s  that go with 
them--w i l d  part i es , sexua l pervers ions  and org ies . With 
the problems that we have over drug s ,  we have a lmost 
forgotten that bas i c  to the corrupt ion of our soc i ety 
i s  drinking beer and other i ntoxi cating dri nks . One of 
the beer companies advert i ses that "the n ight belongs to 
Michelob . "  I wou ld  l i ke to send them those words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,  recorded in John 3 ,  where He sa id , 
"men loved darkness rather than l ight , because their 
deeds were ev i l" ( v .  1 9b ) .  

God says , "You have s i nned enough . You b�ve g i ven 
far too much time to "the l usts of men , "  to "the wi l l  of 
the Gent i les . "  And the chi ld  of God says , " Yes , I have ; 
far too much time . "  

I s  that the way you feel about s i n--not only regretti ng 
i t ,  but desp i s ing it .  

You see , the Lord l ets us  experience that suffering 
for ri ghteousness '  sake to wean us away from sin , and 
to make us stronger in ho l ines s .  

But not i ce what Peter wrote i n  v .  4 .  

II . THE ATT ITUDE O F  THE WORLD ( 1  Pet . 4 : 4 ) .  

A .  They are aston i shed . 

They cannot fi gure you out . You used to s i n  l i ke they 
sti l l  do , but now you won ' t  do those things any more. 

B .  They are critical  of you , and speak ev i l  of you . 
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I I I .  THE GRACE OF GOD TOWARD THE WORLD ( 1  Pet . 4 : 5, 6 ) .  

In  the very way i n  wh ich God dea l s  with H i s  peopl e ,  purify
i ng them through persecut ion from the wor l d ,  He i s  exerc i s 
i ng H i s  grace toward the world--in  two ways : 

A .  Seek i ng to awaken them to someth ing that they may not 
know. See v .  5 .  

They are go ing to ta lk  to God some day about the i r  s i n s ,  
and about the l i ves they have li ved here o n  earth.  And 
th is  i s  to be one of the truths we set before the world  
as the Gospel i s  preached to them . 

And th is  leads to the second poi nt i n  v .  6 .  

B .  The Gospel i s  preached . 

You see , it i s  not our s im i l arity to the world  that 
g i ves us an opportun ity to witness; it i s  the way i n  
which we are d i fferent from the world . 

Th i nk of how th i s  i s  i l l ustrated time and time aga i n  i n  
the book of Acts . And how it may have been the very 
th i ng that God used to bring you to Himse lf .  

"The dead " here are the spi ritua l ly dead.  It  cannot 
mean to those who are phys ica lly dead because there i s  
n o  poss ib i l ity of being saved once a person d i es without 
Chri st. 

"That they m i ght be j udged accord i ng to men i n  the 
flesh" has been i nterpreted a couple  of ways : 
1 )  Men are judged by the Gospe l .  
2) Or Peter cou ld  have been say i ng ( and I be l i eve he 

was ) ,  that those who be l i eve the Gospel wi l l  exper
ience the same opposit ion from the wor l d  as others 
who had previously rece ived Christ.  

We do  new converts a great d i sserv i ce when we fa l sely 
te ll  them that everyth ing i s  going to be greater and 
better when they rece ive Christ.  In  the i r  hearts it 
will  be , but " i n  the flesh" i t  wi ll  get worse than it 
ever has been . 

But , oh , the j oy of l i v i ng accord ing to God i n  the 
spi r it !  Th i s  means that your heart i s  ri ght with God . 
Your s i n s  are forg i ven . You are at peace. You are more 
consc ious than ever of your s i n s ,  but you know that 
Chri st pa i d  the pena lty for them i n  fu l l ! 

Conc l :  So there i s  truth here for those of us who know the 
Lord , and truth for those who sti l l  need to know Him .  
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L IFE  AND MINISTRY IN THE END TIMES 
1 Peter 4 : 7- 1 1 

Intro : Peter has made i t  very c lear that the chi l d  of God who 
i s  rea l ly l i v i ng for the Lord i s  not going to have an 

easy time in th is  worl d .  

But he has a l so made i t  c lear that the Lord has good purposes to 
accomp l i sh through our test i ngs and tri a l s .  One i s  that God 
wi l l  be g l orified .  Another i s  that our l i ves wi l l  be purified .  
Th i s  means that we wi l l  be made to turn from our s i n s ,  and , on 
the other hand , we wi l l  become more ho ly ,  more l i ke God wants 
us to be , more l i ke the Lord Jesus Christ.  

However , we are not j ust to be pass ive i n  our l i ves , tak i ng 
th i ngs as they come; there are certa i n  important things for us 
to do.  And th is  i s  what Peter was dea l ing with i n  the pas sage 
that we wi l l  cons i der today : 1 Pet . 4 : 7- 1 1 .  

There are actua l ly f ive th i ngs that Peter d i d  i n  these f i ve 
verses . 

F i rst , he stated a bas ic  truth that every ch i ld of God needs to 
keep i n  mind every day that he l i ves : "But the end of a l l  
things i s  at hand . "  We wi l l  come back to that i n  j ust a moment. 

Secondly ,  Peter gave a series of exhortati ons  wh ich fa l l  i nto 
three groups .  I wi l l  refer to them a s  bei ng PERSONAL ( that 
which we need to be concerned about for oursel ves ) ;  CORPORATE 
(that which involves other members of the church ) ;  GENERAL ( that 
wh ich has to do with a l l  other peop l e ,  even those who are out
s ide of the church ) .  

F i na l ly ,  Peter stated the purpose that God has , and wh ich  we 
shou l d  seek , i n  a l l  of these th i ngs : "that God i n  a l l  th i ngs 
may be g l orified through Jesus Christ ,  to whom be pra i se and 
domin ion for ever and ever . Amen . "  

Let us now cons i der these i n  order. F i rst 

I .  THE FOUNDATION FOR THE EXHORTATIONS ( 1  Pet . 4 : 7a ) :  "But the 
end of a l l  th ings is at hand . "  

Peter has kept many truths before h i s  readers throughout 
th is  Epistl e ,  and one of the most important i s  that the Lord 
Jesus Christ i s  coming back agai n .  E . g . , see 1 : 3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  7b,  
9 ,  13 ,  etc . 

For every generation of the Lord ' s  peop l e  it i s  spoken of i n  
th is  way, a s  be ing "at hand , "  because ( 1 )  i t  i s  abso l utely 
certa i n  that the Lord is coming back, but ( 2 )  we do not know 
when that wi l l  be. But we need to be th i n k i ng about it a l l 
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of the time. Th i s  wi l l  have a profound effect upon the way 
we l i ve,  a very good effect .  Throughout the NT i t  i s  he ld  
forth as one of the greatest i ncenti ves for holy l i v i ng .  
We shou l d  l ook upon death i n  the same way ( a l though that i s  
not what Peter was speak i ng about here; nor was he speak i ng 
about the destruct ion of Jerusalem ,  as some have said ) .  The 
Lord i s  coming , when , we do not know. But H i s  com i ng i s  
certa i n ,  and i t  cou l d  be today ! We need to be ready ! 

In  order to be ready, there are th i ngs for us to do ,  and , as I 
have a l ready pOinted out , these practica l  matters ( i n th is  
i nstance ) fa l l  i nto three categories . 

I I .  THREE EXHORTATIONS ( 1  Pet. 4 : 7b- 1 1 a ) .  

The f i rst i s  

A .  Persona l ( 1  Pet. 4 : 7b ) .  

There are two of these,  and they indi cate that , f i rst of 
a l l  we need to be concerned about our own spi ri tua l 
hea lth and growth.  

1 .  "Be ye therefore sober. "  

It  i s  true that a Christian shou l d  not be a dri nker 
of i ntox icating beverages , but that is not primari ly 
what Peter had i n  m i nd here. Sobri ety , wh ich was 
mentioned as far back as 1 : 1 3 ,  has to do with wise 
as compared with fool i sh behav ior. It means to l i ve 
as a person wou l d  who has fu l l  possess ion of h i s  
th i nk i ng abi l ity. He looks at th i ngs i n  the i r  true 
l ight--both the th i ngs  of th i s  wor l d ,  and the th i ngs  
of  God . He  uses the worl d ,  but he  does not conform 
to the worl d .  H e  puts the th i ngs of God , the thi ngs 
of etern i ty ,  first. He is not frivolous and pl ea
sure-seek i ng ,  but concerned about how he can best be 
p l ea s i ng to God . 

2 .  "And watch unto prayer. "  

One writer has sa id  that Peter was not te l l ing them 
to pray ( he assumed that they were pray i ng ) ,  but it 
was that they were to "watch unto prayer" --that i s ,  
carefu l ly watch over the i r  l i ves so that they wou l d  
not be h i ndered i n  praying .  

They were not to let other th i ngs crowd out thei r  
prayers . They were not to engage i n  conversati on or 
act iv it ies that wou l d  make it d i ff icu lt  for them to 
pray. It means that we should be a lert as we pray. 
We shou ld  seek to pray so that our prayers wou l d  be 
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answered , and if not , we should seek to determine 
the reason why they are not be i ng answered . 

The person who rea l ly loves the Lord , who wants to 
l i ve for the Lord , and who i s  expecting the Lord to 
come, wi l l  be g i v ing h imse lf  cont inua l ly to prayer. 

B .  Corporate ( 1  Pet. 4 : 8- 1 0 ) .  

It  i s  poss ib le  for us to be selfish i n  the culti vation 
of our own l i ves , and so Peter moved on to things that 
we need to be concerned about i n  our re l ationship with 
each other. 

Each one of these three verses has something for us to 
do . 

1 .  Love ( v .  8 ) .  

Th i s  i s  the most important th i ng i n  our re l at ionsh i p  
with each other--LOVE ( not "charity") .  There can be 
no true fel lowship  without love. We are not going 
to he l p  each other spi ritua l ly if  there is not love. 
Th i s  is the distinguishing mark of a child of God: 
he loves the other members of h i s  fami ly .  

And i f  we l ove each other, we are not going to  be 
i ntent on expos ing the s i n s  of others ,  but i n  seei ng 
that they are covered . Th i s  does not mean that we 
h ide th i ngs that are wrong , but it means that we 
overlook and forg ive things that are done agai nst us 
i n  our des i re to help others spiritua l ly .  

2 .  Hospi tal ity ( v .  9 ) .  

Bel ievers were often i n  need of food , and of a p l ace 
to stay. The inns were more often than not p l aces 
where a Christian cou l d  not go. So those who cou l d  
were to open the i r  homes , and to do t h i s  "wi thout 
grudg i ng . "  

The Lord i s  not g l orified,  nor are others blessed , 
if we do things j ust because we have to, and w i sh 
that we were do i ng something e l se .  And th i s  app l ies 
to more than hops ital ity. We shou l d  be grateful 
that we have the strength and means to serve the
Lord , and do what we do with gratefu l hearts . 

3 .  Mi n i stry ( v .  1 0 ) .  

Each be l i ever has a spec i a l  way , or ways , i n  which 
he can m i n i ster to others . Peter seems to have i n  
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m i nd here the exerc i se of our spi ritua l g i fts .  God 
has made i t  poss ib le  for us to do what we are able 
to do , and we are "stewards of the man i fo l d  grace 
of God . "  And so we need to be "good" ones . 

The providence of God i s  ev ident when we think of 
th i s--God bringing peopl e  together so that one can 
do the very th ing that another needs to have done 
for h im .  

But now we come to the th i rd group of exhortat ions : 

c. General ( 1  Pet. 4 : 1 1 a ) .  

There are two here : 

1 .  Speak ing .  

Th i s  has to do  with teach ing .  Not on ly  must the 
one who i s  able  to teach be sure that he is teac h i ng 
the Word of God , but h i s  teac h i ng must express the 
conv iction that he knows and is assured that h i s  
message i s  from God , and he speaks a s  one through 
whom God i s  speak i ng .  

Do you remember that Paul mentioned i n  h i s  second 
l etter to Timothy that the t ime wou l d  come when men 
wou l d  not endure sound doctrine? They wou l d  turn 
away from the truth , and be turned to fables .  Are 
we not seei ng that very th ing happen i ng today? The 
one who i s  expecting the Lord to return knows that 
the darker the hour, the greater i s  the need for 
peop l e  everywhere to hear the clear and fa i thful 
teach ing of the Word of God . 

2 .  Other forms of m i n i stry. 

Not a l l  are g i fted to be teachers . And yet there 
are other things to be done. Perhaps the d i fference 
between elders and deacons i s  the thought here. 

Th i s  does not mean that deacons are not i nvo lved i n  
a spiritual  m i n i stry. 

Nor does it mean that it i s  only e lders and deacons 
who are to do the work of the churc h .  We a l l have 
a part. The e l ders and deacons are examp les , point
ing the way. 

Before I leave th i s ,  l et me point out the emphas i s  which 
Peter made here , an emphas i s  that cont i nues r ight on to my 
last poi nt :  i t  � � emphas is  o n  GOD ! "God " i s  menti oned 
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four times i n  vv.  1 0 ,  1 1 .  

Is  it not a shame that we hear so l itt le  about God , and 
about Jesus Chri st , even in the church today? We hear a lot 
about man , man ' s  potentia l ,  man ' s  importance,  what man i s  
doing.  BUT WE  HEAR VERY L ITTLE ABOUT GOD . 

Now Peter was writing here about what the believers needed 
to be doing ,  but he does it a l l  with reference to God. The 
work of the Lord is centered i n  God , not man . We are not 
indi spensab l e ,  but God i s !  The work of the Lord can get 
a long wi thout me, or without you , but not without the Lord , 
not without God ! If He i s  us ing u s ,  and we are trusting H im  
to use us ,  then we can  be i nstruments of  b lessing .  But if 
we are on our own , we are worse than use less ; we wi l l  on ly 
comp l icate th i ngs  because of our pride and our i gnorance of 
the ways of the Lord . 

If we are God-centered i n  our l ives , then we wi l l  be God
centered i n  our work. And that i s  the way thi ngs need to 
be . 

But l et us go on to see • 

I I I .  THE PURPOSE OF GOD ( 1  Pet . 4 : 1 1 b ) .  

The prov i dence of God i s  very obv ious i n  thi s  passage. 

In  v .  7 Peter spoke of "the end . "  Th i s  word has to do with 
the f i n a l  rea l i zation of a purpose that God has had . 

We come to the same thought i n  v .  1 1 .  God has des igned H i s  
work so that the g l ory wou l d  a l l  be H i s ,  not ours . And H i s  
g lory i s  only rea l ized "through Jesus Chri st . "  And thi s  
g l ory of God i s  to be continued throughout etern ity , l i t . , 
unto the ages of the ates.  " Dom i n ion"  is  one of the Greek 
words-rDr powe�OUt 1 means power be ing exerc i sed--God 
be i ng seen now as the Sovereign One , j ust as He wi l l  be 
seen throughout a l l  etern ity. 

Conc l :  Let me ask you i n  c los ing , do these verses describe the 
way you l ive and work? If not , they shou l d .  What are 

you go i ng to do about it? Peter was not wast ing word s .  He was 
speak ing to the hearts of the peop le  who were to receive th is  
l etter. But it was a l so for us .  

Let us be pray i ng that the Lord wi l l  work in  us ,  and  work 
through u s ,  that we may be i nstruments i n  H i s  hand to bring 
b l ess i ngs  i nto thi s  wor l d ,  spi ritual  b l es s i ngs , as we rush on 
toward that g l orious time when our Lord sha l l  come. If we l i ve 
for H i s  g lory now , we wi l l  be thankfu l for a l l  etern i ty .  
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THE FIERY TRIAL 
1 Peter 4 : 1 2 ,  1 3  

1 Peter 22 

Intro : As we have seen i n  going through th i s  Ep i st l e ,  the 
Apost le  Peter has had a great dea l to say about the 

suffering of the saints ,  and the reason he d i d  was because he 
was wri t i ng to sa ints who were suffering.  They had suffered 
much i n  the past , they were suffering at the t ime when Peter 
wrote to them, and it seemed that there was no end i n  s i ght ! 

Th i s  i s  the second time i n  the Ep i st l e  that he had l i kened the i r  
sufferings to the ref i ner ' s  f i re .  Cf. 1 : 6 ,  7 .  

The ref i ner ' s  f i re was more than j ust a f i re .  I t  was an i ntense 
f i re .  It  took spec i a l  cond it ions  to be a b l e  to create such a 
f i re .  We have a good i l l ustrat i on of i t  i n  the case o f  Dan ie l ' s  
three friend s :  Shadrach , Meshach ,  and Abednego . When they told 
Nebuchadnezzar that they woul d  not worsh ip  h i s  image under any 
cond it ions , he became to angry that he to l d  h i s  men to heat the 
furnace seven times hotter than they norma l ly d i d .  Cf.  Dan. 3 :  
1 9 .  

The suffering of the Lord ' s  peop le  has a lways been i ntense . 
It i s  often i ntense because of its duration.  Often by its var i 
ety. Often because of i t s  repet ition.  Note what Paul  wrote 
about h i s  sufferings i n  2 Cor. 1 1 : 23-28. 

We have another record i n  Heb . 1 1 : 35b-38 . Others mentioned 
before these i n  vv.  32-35a a l so faced great tri a l s ,  but were 
granted spec i a l  de l i verances . 

I n  a sense , the B ib le  i s  a book dea l ing with the sufferi ngs of 
the people of God . 

But let us look more c losely at verses 1 2  and 1 3 .  

There are two commandments here : the f i rst i s  negat ive ;  the 
second i s  pos itive .  The f i rst te l l s  what we are natura l ly 
i nc l i nded to do ;  the second shows what we are not i nc l i ned to 
do. ( Read them . ) 

I .  " BELOVED , THINK IT NOT STRANGE • • •  " ( 1  Pet . 4 : 1 2 ) .  

Th i s  i s  the verb that Peter used i n  v .  4 of th i s  same 
chapter. It speaks of someth ing that is new, unheard of , 
someth ing that surpri ses peop l e ,  and causes them to wonder 
that such a th ing shou l d  take p l ace. 

Now imp l i ed in th i s  statement is the i dea that they were 
i nc l i ne to fee l that t h i s  was strange, very strange. 

A. Why wou l d  they feel that it was strange? 



I can th ink  of three reasons .  

1 .  Because of who they were. 

1 Pet. 4 : 1 2, 1 3  ( 2 )  

Were they not the ch i l dren of God? And was not God 
more powerfu l  than a l l  of the i r  enem ies? And had 
He not g i ven them many promi ses i n  H i s  Word that He 
wou ld keep them from the i r  enemies , and de l i ver them 
from those who rose up agai nst them? 

Sure ly one di fference between a chi l d  of God and a 
person i n  the world ought to be that the chi l d  of 
God wou l d  not have to go through the troub les that a 
god less person shou l d  expect. 

Th i s  i s  the way we are inc l i ned to th ink ,  i sn ' t  i t? 
We th ink  of what a great testimony answered prayer 
wou l d  be . 

2 .  Because of what they were seek ing to do . 

And there are two s ides to th i s .  

a .  They had been seeking to p lease the Lord . They 
were not being j udged (as  far as we can see i n  
th i s  Ep i st l e )  for any s i n  o r  s i n s  that had or 
were committing.  If they had been s i n n i ng ,  they 
wou ld  have expected j udgment , but not when they 
were seek i ng to p l ease the Lord. Does the Lord 
reward obed i ence with f iery tri a l s? 

b .  They had been seek ing to l i ve a s  good c it izens 
in the worl d .  

They honored the k ing .  They were not crim i n a l s .  
They pa id  thei r  taxes . Soc iety was improved 
because of them. They l i ved moral l i ves . 

If they had been ev i ldoers , you wou l d  expect 
tri a l s ,  but shou l d  you expect it when you are 
seeking to l i ve honorably i n  the wor ld .  

Now l et us look at  the other s ide :  

B .  Why should they NOT think i t  strange? 

1 .  Because the peop le  of God have suffered from f i ery 
tri a l s  from the very beg i nn ing of t ime. 

Cain  k i l l ed Abel because God accepted Abel's sacri 
f ice ,  but rejected h i s .  

Th i nk of Moses who chose to suffer aff l i ct i on with 
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the peop le of God . Cf . Heb . 1 1  : 25 .  

The experi ence of the I srae l i tes was one of almost 
constant persecution . 

And then we th i nk of Dav id and the prophets ( �ere
miah i n  particu lar ) , of Dan iel  and h i s  three friend s ,  
and o n  and o n .  

2 .  I t  was i n  the teaching of the prophets . 

Take , e . g . ,  Isa . 43 : 2b ,  " . . •  when thou wal kest 
through the f i re ,  thou shalt not be burned , neither 
sha l l  the f lame k i nd le  upon thee . " But they would  
wa l k  through the fire !  

- --

The Psalms g i ve us many words of comfort for affl ic
ted sa ints.  

3 .  I t  was the experience a s  we l l  a s  i n  the teach i ng of 
our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Chri st . 

H i s  enemies were not sat isfied unt i l  they had na i l ed 
H im  to the Cross . 

And did  He not say ,  " If the world hate you , ye know 
that it hated me before it hated you"? Cf . John 
15 : 1 8 .  He a l so sa id ,  " In the world  ye sha l l  have 
tribu l ation : but be of good cheer,  I have overcome 
the world"  ( John 1 6 : 33b ) .  

4 .  The Apost l es suffered , and they a l so taught that 
there wou ld  be suffering.  

After speaking of what Cain  d id  to Abe l ,  the Apost le 
John wrote , "Marve l not , my brethren , if the world 
hate you " ( 1  John 3 : 1 3 ) .  

Paul wrote to the Ph i l ipp i ans , 

For unto you it i s  g i ven i n  the beha lf of 
Christ ,  not only to be l i eve on h im ,  but a l so to 
suffer for h i s  sake (Phi l .  1 : 29 ) .  

He later wrote to Timothy , 

Yea , and a l l  that wi l l  l i ve godly i n  Christ 
Jesus sha l l  suffer persecution ( 2  Tim.  3 : 1 2 ) .  

So i t  should not surpri se us that the peop l e  of God suffer, 
but it should surpri se us that we do not suffer more than 
do ! 

But now let us go on to look at v .  1 3 .  
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II . "BUT REJOICE . . •  " ( 1  Pet . 4 : 1 3 ) .  

Peter d i d  not tel l those be l i evers to reJo ice ,  and l eave it 
there , but he gave them some reasons as to why they cou l d  
and shou l d  rej o ice.  We are not to be as though we do not 
feel the pa i n .  But there are reasons why we can rejoice 
that far outwei gh the pa i n .  

Let me point out several from our text , but we wi l l  need to 
go back to v .  1 2  to get the fi rst one--and i t  even it has 
two parts . 

A .  We can rej oice because we know that God has purposes , 
good purposes , for our tri a l s .  

It  i s  a "tr ia l  which i s  to try you . "  Th i s  suggests two 
th ings for our comfort and rejo ic ing .  

1 .  It i s  to show the genu ineness of our fa i th .  

Th i s  was what the ref i ner ' s  f ire d i d  (and does ) to 
the meta l s  wh ich are put i nto it--it shows that they 
are genu i ne .  

Not everybody who professes to be a Christian i s  i n  
fact a true Christ ian . 

The Lord spoke on one occasion about those who 
receive the Word , but the i r  hearts are stony . And 
when persecution or tribul ation ar ise because of the 
Word , they are offended , and wither away--showing 
that there fa ith was not rea l !  Thus , the Lord uses 
tri a l s  to purify H i s  peop l e  by separat ing those who 
are not H i s  peop l e  from those who are .  

2 .  But th i s  ref i ner ' s  f i re shows another part of the 
d i v i ne purpose. 

It is not to destroy the fa ith of those who be l i eve, 
but to purify and strengthen it .  

Peop l e  become spi ritua l ly stronger when they are 
tested , and they become more ho l y ,  too . Cf . 1 Pet . 
5 :  1 0 .  

If  th i s  were a l l  that we cou l d  say ,  i t  wou l d  make our tri a l s  
very worthwh i le ,  but let u s  go on to v .  1 3  where we f i nd 
severa l more reasons as to why we can rej o ice .  

B .  We are partakers of Chri st ' s  s ufferi ngs . 

Th i s  does not mean that we add to what He d i d  on the 
Cross . What He d i d  was suffi cient and comp l ete for our 
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our sa lvation . But what i t  does mean i s  that we fe l l ow
�� with H im  i n  H i s  sufferi ngs , i . e . , we suffer because 
OfIOur rel atIonship with H im ,  and for the same reasons 
that He suffered . 

Wou ld  any of us g i ve up Chr i st to avo id  our sufferi ngs? 
Now that our eyes have been opened to the ev i l s  of s i n ,  
wou l d  we exchange a l ife of hol i ness for a l ife of s i n? 
Certa i n ly not ! If you wou l d ,  i t  i s  probably because you 
a re not rea l l y  saved . 

C .  There i s  a t ime when our sufferings wi l l  b e  over for
ever ! It i s  when Chri st ' s  g lory sha l l  be revea led,  and 
that wi l l  be when He comes to take us to be with H im
self.  

That i s  why Paul  ca l led it " our l i ght aff l i ction , wh ich 
is  but for a moment" (2 Cor. 3 : 1 7 ) .  He a l so ca l l ed i t  
"the sufferi ngs of th i s  present time" ( Rom. 8 : 1 8 ) .  They 
wi l l  not l ast forever; they are j ust for now. 

When we get to heaven there wi l l  be no more suffering 
of any k i nd .  That i s  not the case with those who do not 
know the Lord. They wi l l  suffer then as they never have 
here--AND SUFFER FOR ALL ETERNITY! 

D .  There i s  a t ime comi ng when Christ ' s  g l ory wi l l  be 
revealed. 

We can rej o ice now , but then our j oy wi l l  be "exceeed i ng 
j oy . "  Peter used th is  word exceed i ng i n  1 : 6 ,  8 .  In 
those verses it i s  transl ated " great ly" and "unspeak
able . "  Th i s  wi l l  be the greatest t ime of rej o i c i ng that 
be l i evers have ever experienced . And that wi l l  never 
end . We wi l l  be-gTad then ,  as never before, that we 
have endured our sufferi ngs here with rejo ic ing that we 
m i ght be happier than ever then . 

E .  The f i n a l  reason g i ven here a s  to why we can rej oice now 
even though we are persecute i s  that when Chri st ' s  g lory 
i s  revea l ed ,  we wi l l  not on ly see H i s  g lory , but we wi l l  
wear that g l ory! Cf . 1 John 3--:2, "Bel oved , now are we 
T:I'lesons of God • . •  " 

Conc l :  So tri a l s  are to be expected by u s ,  the Lord ' s  peop le .  
They can  ar ise  from w ith in  the ranks of the Churc h ,  or 

be thrust upon us from the outside.  But i nstead of depress i ng 
u s ,  they are to encourage u s ,  knowing ( 1 )  that the Lord i s  
accomp l i sh i ng a most necessary work i n  our hearts , and ( 2 )  that 
these days are l im ited . Gl ory and even greater j oy are ahead . 
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BEARING THE REPROACH OF CHRIST 

1 Peter 4:14-19 

1 Peter #23 

Intro: These verses go with verses 12 and 13. But they also 

repeat the emphasis which Peter had made at least 
three times previously: 
1) 1 Pet. 2:11, 12, 13-15. 
2) 1 Pet. 2:18-20. 
3) 1 Pet. 3:15-17. 

All of these passages have a twofold purpose: 

1) Peter was instructing them concerning the inevitability of 

trials, and what they were to do in them. 
2) He meant to encourage them concerning the trials they were 

experiencing, and concerning those they would experience 
in the future. 

Peter did not want them to expect an easy time in this world. 

They would have trials. And those trials would often be 
severe and prolonged. They could come from the government, 
from masters, from unsaved husbands, or from the people of the 
world generally. But Peter made it very clear that they were 

not to cause trouble for each other! How wonderful it would ---- ----
be if the Church today would remember that because much of our 

trouble comes from within the professing Church. 

But let us look at our text. 

Peter gave them A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT in v. 14. This is 

followed by THREE EXHORTATIONS in vv. 15, 16. Then he asked 

TWO QUESTIONS in vv. 17, 18. And finally A CONCLUDING 

EXHORTATION in v. 19. 

I. A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT (1 Pet. 4:14) . 

To reproach a person is to insult him. It is to try to 
discredit a person's character, his reputation, his way of 
life, his work, his family. Nothing strikes closer horne 
to our hearts than this. 

But the Christian is to expect reproach because of his 

relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. He is ridiculed 

because he is a child of God, because he wants to please 
the Lord, because he believes the Bible is the Word of 

God, because he believes that he is going to heaven and 
that only those who are trusting in Christ will be in 

heaven. 

How different this is from what many professing Christians 
seem to be trying to do today. They want to make the 
Christian faith acceptable and pleasing to the world, so 
that the people of the world will want to become Christ-
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ians. And so we need to remember, as John Brown said in 

his commentary on 1 Peter, 
But it is not every thing that is called Christianity 
the world hates; it is the Christianity of the New 

Testament (Vol. II, p. 399). 

If we never have any trouble because of the profession of 

our faith, we need to examine our hearts to make sure that 
we really are saved. 

But notice what follows! "Happy are ye"! How strange 
this is! How can we be happy if we are being reproached, 

even if it be "for the name of Christ"? It is because of --
what that reproach means. It means that "the spirit of 

glory and of God resteth upon you." Spirit should be 
capitalized. It refers to the Holy Spirit, and can be 

translated the glorious Spirit of God. 

But the good part of the statement is really in that verb: 
"resteth upon you." It means more than that you are 

indwelt by the Holy Spirit (although that is true, and 
this would be evidence that you are indwelt by Him) . It 

also means that His blessing is upon you! And for His 
blessing to be upon you means that your life is pleasing 

to God. The very fact that you are being reproached is 

because your life is a condemnation to the world. They 

see the evidence of salvation in you, and they do not like 

it. 

And so, with this evidence of the Spirit of God upon you, 
those who reproach you are actually reproaching the 

glorious Spirit of God. But He is being glorified through 

you. 

Peter was not speaking of someone who professes to be a 
Christian, but who does not live like a Christian should 

be living. He was talking about a Christian who was 

really living for the Lord! 

(Illustrate this with the first part of Psalm 1.) 

But let us go on to the second point: 

II. THREE EXHORTATIONS (1 Pet. 4:15, 16). 

Notice the three times we have the word "let" in these two 
verses. The first two are negative (what they were not to 

do); the third is positive (what they were to do). 

A. The first is a warning (v. 15). 

Imagine talking to the Lord's people like this. Can a 
believer commit murder? Can he be a thief? Can he do 
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the many other things that the Bible identifies as 
evil? And what about being a busybody? 

We might feel that he could be the last, but what 
about the first three? 

Listen to what one commentator wrote many years ago: 

Exhortations to Christian in the apostolic 

epistles not only proceed on the principle, that 
there were false professors in the primitive 

churches, but on the principle, that in the truly 
converted man, that is, "in his flesh, dwelleth no 
good thingll; and that, but for the restraining 
influence of the Spirit and Providence of God, 
there is scarcely any violation of the Divine law, 
into which remaining depravity, stimulated into 

active operation by powerful temptation, may not 

hurry him (Brown, Vol. II, p. 403) . 

And so, how careful, and prayerful, and dependent upon 
the Lord, we need to be, trusting the Holy Spirit to 

deliver us from the sin that is in our members� How 

quickly and how tragically we can dishonor our blessed 

Lord. Peter was perfectly correct in writing as he 
did. We can bring reproach upon the whole cause of 

Christ by acting in a way that is unbecoming to one 
who is a child of God. 

B. "Let him not be ashamed" (v. 16a) . 

When? IIYet if any man suffer as a Christian .. 11 

You probably know that this title for the people of 
God occurs only three times in the NT: here, and 
twice in the book of Acts--ll:26, 26:28. 

Since this name originated in Antioch, a Gentile city, 
it is very likely that it was used as � term of 
reproach--which would be the reason that Peter would 
use it here. It actually means � follower of Christ. 
If you are suffering because you are following the 
Lord, because you are seeking to obey Him, to please 
Him, to glorify Him, then do not be ashamed, regard
less of the way you may be reproached for it! There 
is much to be ashamed about if you suffer as an evil
doer (in any sense of the word) , but nothing to be 
ashamed of if you are suffering lias a Christianl1! 

Cf. Rom. 1:16; 2 Tim. 1:8, 12. 

Remember those wonderful words written by Joseph Grigg 
back in 1765? 
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Jesus, and shall it ever be, 

A mortal man ashamed of thee? 

Ashamed of thee whom angels praise, 
Whose glories shine through endless days? 

Ashamed of Jesus, that dear Friend 
On whom my hopes of heaven depend! 
No; when I blush, be this my shame, 

That I no more revere His Name� 

Ashamed of Jesus! yes, I may 

When r've no guilt to wash away, 
No tears to wipe, no good to crave, 

No fears to quell, no soul to save. 

Till then--nor is my boasting vain�
Till then I boast a Saviour slain; 

And 0 may this my glory be, 

That Christ is not ashamed of me. 

C. "Let him glorify God on this behalf" (v. 16b). 

Since Christ suffered as He did for us, should we not 

consider it an honor to be able to suffer reproach for 

His Name? 

As I mentioned, 
of the service, 

preaching here. 

I believe, last Sunday, at the close 
Peter had practiced what he was 

Cf. Acts 5:41, 42. 

Instead of trying to avoid the reproach of Christ, let 

us thank Him for making it possible to suffer with Him 

and for Him. 

III. TWO QUESTIONS (1 Pet. 4:17, 18). 

There are two kinds of people in the world, as far as God 

is concerned: (1) there are those who make up lithe house 
of God; (2) there are those who "obey not the gospel of 
God." Or, to state it another way, (1) there are "the 
righteous; (2) there are the ungodly and the sinners. 

Hebrews 3:6 helps us in understanding the term, lithe house 

of Godll: 
But Christ as a son over his own house; 

whose house are we, 

if we hold fast the confidence and rejoicing 
of the hope firm unto the end. 

In other words, "the house of God" is the family of God, 

the people of God. It is made up of those who are truly 
righteous in God's sight because they have been born 
again, and their faith is in the Lord Jesus Christ--as 
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opposed to the people of the world, and as opposed to 
those 
These 

God," 

who merely profess to be Christians, but are not. 
latter ones are those who "obey not the gospel of 

""-
the godly and the sinners_ 

• 

(Relate this to Psalm 1 again.) 

Now the fact presented to us here in Scripture is that God 

is dealing, and will continue to deal with both of these 
groups: those who obey not the Gospel, i.e., who do not 

believe the Gospel, who do not want to have anything to do 
with God, but they will have to stand before Him anyway; 
those who know the Lord will, according to 2 Cor. 5:10, 
"appear before the judgment seat of Christ." As we learn 
from Gen. 18:25, God is "the Judge of all the earth." 

Having seen this, we need to know that the time of God's 

judgment has been set. We do not know when that will be, 

but it has already been determined by God. However, as we 
learn in our text (v. 17) , "the time is corne that judgment 

must begin at the house of God." God is already dealing 

with His people in judgment--disciplining them, correct

ing them, purifying them. This is His purpose for the 

fiery trials (and all other kinds of trials) that we go 

through. 

If He deals with us as severely as He does in some 

instances, then "what shall the end be of them that obey 

not the gospel of God?" And "where shall the ungodly and 
sinner appear?1I 

This is intended to help the believer, and to warn the 

unbeliever. 

As far as believers are concerned, their judgments may be 
severe, but they are nothing compared with what the un
believers will experience--the torments of hell throughout 

eternity! Cf. 2 Thess. 1:7-10. 

Cf. Psa. 1:5, 6, "Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in 
the judgment . .  " May the Lord touch the heart of 

anyone here this morning who is without Christ as his 
Saviour, that you might turn to Him in faith and be saved. 

But we have one more verse where we find . 

IV. A CONCLUDING EXHORTATION (1 Pet. 4:19) . 

Suffering in the Church purifies the Church from those who 
claim to be Christians, but are not. And it also purifies 
each Christian. But not even a true Christian can endure 
the fires of testing apart from the keeping power of God. 
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Therefore, we have this exhortation. 

Let me refer again to 2 Tim. 1:12. Also to Jude 24, 25. 

And see John 10:27-30. 

But Peter's concern here in Ve 19 is not just that we 
might be kept in salvation, but that we might be kept "in 
well doing." What did he mean by this? 

He meant that we might persevere in living for the Lord 
just as we would do if things were quiet, and there were 
no trouble at all. 

And how can we do this? Because our God, our heavenly 

Father, is also "a faithful Creator." It took more power 

to make us than it does to keep us. And He is going to be 
"faithful" to us through all of our trials. Cf. 1 Cor. 

10:13. Oh, how wonderful, how amazing, is the 
faithfulness of God! 

Concl: So we may be reproached for the Name of Christ. 
But we have "the Spirit of glory and of God" upon us, 

to help us. And we have lIa faithful Creator," and a faithful 

Saviour. They will keep us. But our peace through all of our 

trials is dependent upon how we learn to commit the keeping of 

our souls unto God, our "faithful Creator. 1I 

Let me close with Phil. 4:6, 7. Take your burden to the Lord, 
and leave it there. Then you will be happy, and will even be 
able to "glorify God" and to "rejoice" that you are counted 
worthy to suffer for His sake. Cf. Paul and Silas in the 
Philippian jail, singing at midnight. That is not mere human 

courage; that is the grace of God. 
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SHEPHERDING THE FLOCK 
1 Peter 5 :  1 -4 

I ntro : We have seen as we have been cons ideri ng th is  Ep i st le  of 
Peter, written to the peop le  of God mentioned i n  1 : 1 ,  

that they were going through a t ime of i ntense and pro longed 
suffering for the sake of Chri st , and for the sake of the 
Gospe l .  The Epist l e ,  from beg i nn i ng to end , refers to suffer
i ng .  

Throughout the Ep i st le  Peter has exp l a i ned the purpose of the i r  
sufferings , has addressed h imse l f  to various groups with i n  the 
churches , and has g i ven them certa i n  pract ical  helps .  

By the time we get to the end of chapter 4 ,  verse1 9 ,  we have 
something of a c l imax , a lthough the message of the Epi st le  does 
not end unt i l  chapter 5 ,  verse 1 0 .  ( Read 4 ; 1 9 . )  

Each be l i ever has to dea l with h i s  own troub les , and he has to 
l earn to trust the Lord i n  those troubles.  Actua l ly ,  the stan
dards are the same whether times are comparat i vely quiet ,  or 
whether there i s  a lot of troub le .  

BUT THE CHURCH ITSELF ALSO HAS A VERY IMPORTANT ROLE IN  THE 
L I VES OF BELI EVERS DURING TROUBLED TIMES. THIS ROLE IS TO BE OF 
HELP TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD ,  AND IT COMES MAI NLY THROUGH ITS LEAD
ERS ( a l though i nd i v idua l bel ievers certa in ly  can and wi l l  m i n i 
ster to each other ) .  However, this  spec i a l  help i s  to come from 
the l eaders of the churc h ,  name ly ,  the e lders! 

When you p l ace the last verse of ch .  4 a long s i de of the f i rst 
verse of c h .  5 (as  i ndeed it was i n  the orig ina l --no chapter 
d i v i s ions ) ,  you can see that there i s  no conf l i ct between trust
i ng the Lord , on the one hand ,  and being helped by the e lders , 
on the other hand. In fact , the two go together. The Lord i s  
i n  both. And be l i evers need both . They need the Lord , and they 
need the l eaders whom the Lord has appOinted i n  H i s  churches . 

But i n  our text for today , Peter was not tel l i ng the peop l e  what 
they were to expect from the e l ders ( except as they wou l d  read 
and hear what he had written to the e l ders ) .  No , he was address
i ng himself to the e lders themsel ves .  

It  i s  Paul  in  1 Tim.  3 and T itus 1 who gave the qua l if ications  
for e l ders , but here Peter not only  to l d  the e l ders what they 
were to do , but a l so the attitude and spirit i n  whicnlthe i r  work 
for the saints was to-o€ done. Th�is a very heart-searc h i ng 
passage for any e l der. But it i s  important a l so that the peop le  
of  God may know what to expect from their  l eaders . The i r  lead
ers are not j ust primari ly ,  but exc l us i ve ly ,  shepherds and over
seers of the Lord ' s  people .  They have a pastoral work to do i n  
caring for the peop le  of God . 
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We have three th ings i n  these four verses : 
1 )  Peter ' s  address to the e l ders ( v .  1 ) .  
2 )  Peter ' s  charge to the e lders (vv .  2 , - 3 ) .  
3 )  Peter ' s  promi se for fa i thfu l elders ( v .  4 ) .  

I .  PETER ' S  ADDRESS TO THE ELDERS ( 1  Pet. 5 : 1 ) .  

Peter shows a tenderness here toward h i s  fe l l ow-elders wh ich 
a l so i nd i cates that the Lord had made some great changes in  
his  l i fe. He spoke to them as one of them. He stood over 
them as an apostle , out-ne-cnose-to-approach th i s  subject 
as one having the same respon s i b i l ity that they d i d  in the i r  
rel at ionsh i p  with the Lord ' s  peop le.  

And notice how he  ident i f i ed h imself i n  add ition to  those 
words , "who am a l so an e l der" : 

A .  "A witness of the sufferings of Chr i st . "  

Th is  means at l east two th ings : 

1 .  Peter was there when the Lord suffered and d i ed on 
the Cross .  He had been there (though the remem
brance of h i s  conduct at that t ime must have been 
pai nful to h i m ) . He knew the rea l i ty of it a l l .  He 
knew how determi ned the Lord had been to do the wi l l  
of the Father. He had seen the hatred of the peop l e  
toward the Lord . He had been an eye-witness of it 
a l l .  

He d i d  not mention the resurrect ion here because it  
was in  the sufferi ngs of Christ that the e lders ( and 
the churches ) wou l d  f i nd the i r  encouragement and 
strength. 

2. Th i s  was Peter ' s  message. 

In th i s  respect , Peter was l i ke Pau l .  Cf. 1 Cor. 
2 : 2 .  Th i s  was the heart of the aposto l i c  message. 
If you took the Cross out of the i r  preach ing , there 
wou l d  be noth ing left ! 

But notice  what Peter sa id  a l ong with th i s :  

B .  "A partaker of the g l ory of the g l ory that sha l l  be 
revea l ed . "  

Here the N IV  g i ves an i nterpretat ion ,  not an trans l a
t i on ,  and I bel ieve the trans l ators fa i led to g i ve the 
true mean ing of the text . They rendered th i s  phrase , 
"and one who a l so wi l l  share i n  the g l ory to be revea l 
ed . "  Peter was not j ust speaking of what he wou l d  



1 Pet . 5 :  1 -4 ( 3 )  

ex�erience in the future, BUT OF WHAT HE HAD ALREADY 
EX ERIENCED IN-X-LIMITED WAY . -rf�Cor.�18. Also 
Rom. 8 :30 . - -

E lders , take not ice !  

We cannot say what Peter sa id  and mean exactly the same 
th ing , but we need to be able to say th i s  i n  another sense. 
The two statements are rel ated , and they stand with us i n  
t h i s  same order:  the sufferi ngs f i rst ; the g l ory afterwards .  

We have the Word of God to show us Chr i st ' s  sufferings .  We 
need to dwe l l  upon that truth i n  the many Scri ptures where 
it i s  presented unti l the truth of the Cross i s  wri tten upon 
our hearts . 

The effect wi l l  be not i ceable ,  very not iceab l e ,  for our 
peop l e .  There wi l l  then be seen in an i ncrea s i ng way , the 
g lory that sha l l  be man ifested fu l ly i n  a l l  of the peop le  of 
God when the Lord comes .  

What is  that g l ory? That g lory i s  God H imsel f !  To partake 
of H i s  g l ory i s  to be made l i ke H im .  

And often , even in  m i n i stering the Word , that g l ory wi l l  be 
very apparent i n  the l i fe and m i n i stry of an e lder who i s  
rea l ly wa l k i ng with the Lord and dwe l l i ng upon the truth of 
the Cross . 

But l et me go on : 

I I .  PETER ' S  CHARGE TO THE ELDERS ( 1  Pet. 5 : 3 ,  4 ) .  

There i s  one charge , and it i s  expressed i n  these words : 

Feed the f lock of God which i s  among you , 
tak ing the overs i ght thereof . . •  

To "feed " i s  to shepherd . To shepherd "the f l ock of God" 
( not our f l ocKT I S  to do a llfor the peop l e  of God that a 
shepherd wou ld  do for a f l ock of sheep : 
1 )  Feed them. 
2 )  Lead them. 
3 )  Guard and protect them. 
4 )  Gather them. 
He i s  actua l ly to l i ve with them and for them , l ay i ng down 
h i s  l ife for them. 

-- --

I n  2 : 25 Peter ca l led our Lord , "the Shepherd and B i shop of 
your soul s . "  I n  5 : 4  he spoke of the Lord as "the ch ief 
Shepherd . "  The Lord Jesus i s  our rna i n Pastor. Al l of the 
rest of us serve under Him--and what a pr iv i l ege that i s !  
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"Tak i ng the overs i ght" comes from the word wh ich i s  usua l ly 
transl ated , b i shop. A b i shop i s  an overseer. To oversee 
i s  look after and to care for the-peopJe of God . It  i s  to 
1 )  to see that th i ngs are are they shou ld  be , 
2 )  to see that th i ngs are being done as they ought to be. 
The overseer is a guard i a n ,  a teacher, an i nspector, a 
supervisor, an exam i ner, one who s uperintends.  He v i s its 
the peop l e  of God to know what is going on in their hearts 
and i n  their l i ves spi ritua l ly .  

These words describe the God-gi ven respon s i b i l it ies of an  
e lder. 

But , in the exerc i se of h i s  dut i es ,  he must be care to do 
them in the ri ght way. How the e lder does what he does i s  
j ust a s  i mportant a s  what he does ! 

So i n  do ing what he does , there are three negati ves fo l l owed 
by what i s  the right way i n  each case. Not ice what they 
are. 

A .  "Not by constra i nt ,  but wi l l i ng l y . "  

That i s ,  not j ust because i t  i s  a duty . Not because you 
have to do it .  Not because it i s  expect of you .  "But 
wi l l i ng ly" -- because you want to. The e l der i s  to be 
one who chooses to do th i s  above everything e l se be
cause th i s  i s  what he loves doing more than anything 
else that he has to do . 

Often peopl e  i n  other wa l ks of l ife put us to shame by 
the i r  unt ir ing devoti on to thei r  work. 

B .  "Not for f i lthy l ucre, but of a ready m i nd . "  

These are days i n  which we need to be remi nded that an 
e lder , a pastor, any servant of the Lord i s  to beware of 
covetousnes s .  The Lord ' s  servant i s  not to be i n  the 
Lord ' s  work because of what he can get , but because of 
what he can g i ve. 

And he must be eager, earnest , ready (cf. Rom. 1 : 1 5 ) .  
I n  the words of Dr. Cr Iswell of FI rst Bapt i st i n  Da l l a s ,  
the servant of the Lord shou l d  want to serve the Lord 
even if he d i d  not receive anything for it ,  rather than 
do anyth i ng e lse ! 

As we have a l l  be able to see recently,  the love of 
money i s  "the root of a l l  ev i l "  i n  the m i n i stry, too ! 

C .  " Neither as be i ng lords over God ' s  heritage , but being 
ensamp l es to the f lock"  ( v .  4 ) . 
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The NASB has a better renderi ng of th i s :  

Nor yet a s  lord i ng i t  over those a l loted 
to your charge , 

but prov i ng to be (mg . ,  becom i n g )  examp les 
to the f lock.  

As  servants of the Lord , our heritage is  that part of 
the Body of Chr i st wh ich has been ass igned to us . We 
are to be where we are ,  not because we have selected 
our own p lace of serv ice,  but because we are where the 
Lord has put us .  

And we are not there as lord s ,  but as  examp les .  

Pau l  wrote to the Cori nth i an s ,  

Not for that we have dom i n ion over your fa ith , 
but are hel pers of your j oy ,  
for by fa ith ye stand ( 2  Cor. 1 : 24 ) .  

Our teaching wi l l  not be as effect i ve as it  should be 
i f  we are not the personf i cation of what we teach . The 
apost le Peter i nd i cated here that an e l der shou l d  be a 
grow i ng Christi an ! When we stop growing ,  our usefUlness 
I S  greatly l imited. If we want our peop l e  to grow , we 
need to be growing .  

We  are not bosses ; we are servants .  
l eaders , examp l es--po i nting  the way 
teach ing , but by our l i v i ng .  

Al l of  th is  leads to . .  

We are to be 
not only by our 

I I I .  PETER ' S  PROMISE FOR FAITHFUL ELDERS ( 1  Pet . 5 : 4 ) .  

Actua l ly th i s  i s  God ' s  prom i se ,  but i t  was de l i vered to 
the peop l e  of God by Peter. ( Read i t . ) 

There are two words for a crown i n  the NT. One, a d i adem , 
i s  a crown for roya lty ,  a k i ng ' s  crown . The other (the one 
that i s  used here, the one from wh ich we get our name , Ste
phen ) means the garl and g i ven to an ath l et i c  v i ctor, or to 
a v i ctor i n  war, or even to express the j oy of a coup le  i n  
marriage. It is  the word used by Paul in  2 Tim.  4 : 8  for 
"a crown of r ighteousness . "  A l so in 1 Cor. 9 : 25 .  Cf. 
2 T im .  2 : 5 .  

Our sa l ary here on earth.  Or  our pos ition i n  the church.  
These are not t o  be the ma i n  th i ngs that we are concerned 
about . It i s  "when the ch ief Shepherd sha l l  appear , " and 
what we wi l l  rece ive from Him then . "A crown of g l ory" i s  
g lory at its best ! 
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Conc l :  So , if there are ri sks and dangers to be expected i n  
th is  world  because one i s  a Christ i a n ,  there are even 

greater ri sks and dangers ( humanly speak ing ) when one i s  an 
elder. 

But th i s  is where we need the attitude of Peter as he expressed 
it in Acts 4 : 1 9 ,  20 . See a l so Paul ' s  words i n  Acts 20 : 24 ,  

But none of these th ings move me, 
neither count I my l ife dear unto myself ,  
so  that I m ight f i n i sh my course with j oy ,  
and the m i n i stry , wh ich I have received of the Lord Jesus , 
to test i fy the Gospel of the grace of God . 

We often assoc i ate verses with peop l e .  Th i s  verse w i l l  a l ways 
rem i nd me of a graduat ing c l ass  back i n  the early 50 ' s  at the 
Mu ltnomah School of the B i b l e .  Th i s  was the i r  c l ass verse . As 
I have read i t  s i nce ,  I have often wondered how many of them 
have rema ined true to what they want to do when they l eft the 
schoo l .  

Oh , that the church wou ld  come back today to the guidance g i ven 
to us i n  the Word of God , and that those of us who are l eaders 
wou l d  scorn the ways of the world  i n  our des i re to do the Lord ' s  
work i n  H i s  way that we m i ght have H i s  bless i n g .  
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THE APRON OF HUMILITY 
1 Peter 5 : 5-7 
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Intro : ( Read a l so John 1 3 : 1 - 1 7 . ) -. J 

Th i s  f i rst ep i st le  of Peter was written to s a i nts who were 
suffer ing ,  who were aff l i cted . And therefore it i s  an important 
source of help  for any ch i ld of God who i s  go i ng through tri a l s  
because of h i s  fa i th i n  Chr i st .  Our tri a l s  may b e  d i fferent 
from time to t ime ,  but the answer i s  always the same . 

The f i rst part of the answer i s  for us  to rea l i ze that God has 
purposes to accomp l i sh in our tri a l s .  1 Pet . 1 : 7 touches upon 
th i s .  It i s  easier for us to face our tribu lat i ons  i f  we know 
that we are going to benef it from them. 

Second ly ,  beg i n n i ng with 2 : 1 3 and going on to our text for 
today where we have the word two t imes , Peter spoke of the need 
for be i ng subm i s s ive i n  our tri a l s .  The word submit  i s  used 
seven times--s i x  of them app ly d i rect ly  to the people of God ; 
one of them to "ange l s  and authori t i es and powers " ( 3 : 22 ) --but 
even there we have an i l l ustrati on that i s  important for our 
subm i s s ion .  

The complete l i st of references where the word submit  i s  used 
i s :  
1 )  
2 )  
3 )  
4 )  

5 )  
6 )  
7 )  

2 : 1 3--for the Chri stian a s  a c i t i zen. 
2 : 18--for Christian servants .  
3 : 1 --for Chri st i an wi ves . 
3 : 5--a reference to the holy women of the past , 
re l ated to 3 : 1 .  
3 : 22--" ange l s  and a uthorities and powers . "  
5 : 5--the " younger" Chri sti an s .  
5 : 5--a word to " a l l " Christ ians .  

and so 

We are go i ng to l earn today that subm i s s i on requi res hum i l ity ,  
We cannot be subm i s s i ve without belng humble , nor can we be 
humb le  wi thout being subm i s s ive.  And a humb l e  subm i s s i veness 
i s  a lways man i fested by obedience to GOd. And obedience to God 
a lways means obedi ence to H i s  Word . 

So submiss ion ,  or hum i l ity ( ca l l  it by e i ther word ) i s  a very 
practica l  characteristic of a ch i ld of God . Just as we-can->ay 
that you cannot be subm i s s i ve without being humb le ,  so we · can 
al so say that you cannot be humbl e  w ithout being obedient to 
the Lord and to H i s  Word . 

I hope you wi l l  keep these th i ngs  i n  m i nd as you seek to get 
the message of th i s  Ep i st l e  permanent ly  i n  your m i nd , and hope
f u l l y ,  i n  seei ng the effect of the message of th i s  Epistle  upon 
your da i ly l ife. 

But note what our fi rst poi nt is in v. 5 :  
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I .  A MESSAGE FOR CHRISTIAN YOUNG PEOPLE ( 1  Pet . 5 : 5a ) .  

We have been led to bel ieve i n  our day that i t  takes 
spec i a l  peopl e  and spec i a l  methods to work with young 
people.  We often hear it said  that a certa in  person i s  
good with young peop l e ,  or he i s  not good . Churches are 
on a constant search for youth d i rectors , or youth pastors . 
There i s  even an organizat ion here i n  Port l and of youth 
pastors . 

Where d i d  such i deas come from? They certa in ly  d i d  not 
come from the Word of God . Paul never sa id  anyth i ng about 
spec i a l i zed workers with young peop l e ,  or even with chi ld
ren . There i s  no part of Scri pture devoted in  a spec i a l  
way to young peop l e  and ch i l dren except for passages l i ke 
th is  where you can see that they are exhorted to do as the 
adu l ts are exhorted to do. There is not one k i nd of a 
m i n i stry for chi ldren and another k i nd for young peop le and 
another k i nd for adul ts . A l l three groups are to get the 
same teach i n g ,  and the same men who are respons i b l e  for 
the adults are respons i b l e  for the young peop l e  and for the 
chi ldren . We may use a more simple l anguage when we speak 
to chi l dren , but the message i s  the same . 

So l ook what we have here ! 

What Peter has been say i ng to various groups with i n  the 
church throughout th i s  Ep i st l e ,  he now says spec i f i ca l ly 
the same th ing to the young peopTe Tana-nefe we can I nclude 
the chi ldren because they are i nc l uded i n  the term, "young
er" ) .  

Young peop l e ,  ch i ldren , l i sten to me . Th i s  i s  for you . 
You need to learn in  these early years of your l ife the 
importance of subm itting yourself to those whom the Lord 
has put over you i n  the church : Your e l ders ! You wi l l  be 
ca l l ed upon to exerc i se th i s  same k i nd of subm i s s ion 
throughout your l i ves .  

And let me say th is  to you parents th i s  morn ing : You need 
to be teaching your chi l dren to be subm i s s i ve to you i n  
your homes . Then it wi l l  be a norma l th ing for them to do 
the same th ing toward church leaders . 

And e lders , let me say th i s  as far as we are concerned . 
Paul sa id  to the Cori nth i an churc h ,  to a l l  of them , the 
adu lts , young peopl e ,  and ch i ldren , "Be ye fo l lowers of me , 
even as I a l so am of Christ" ( 1  Cor. 1 1 :  1 ) .  We need to be 
sett i ng a god ly  examp l e  before our peop l e  so that , as they 
fol low us ,  they wi l l  be fo l l owing the Lord ! That i s  the 
point that Peter was making  as he went from speak ing to the 
e l ders to speaking to the young peop l e  and ch i l dren . 
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But l et me come back to the young peop l e  and chi l dren . 

Subm i s s i on i s  the most important l esson that you wi l l  ever 
l earn : subm i s s ion to your parents , subm i s s ion to the l ead
ersh ip  of your churc h ,  and it is a l l  re l ated to submiss ion 
to the Lord . And yet it i s  the hardest lesson we have to 
l earn . It  i s  hard because we want to be our own boss .  
Americans do not l i ke for anyone e l se to te l l  them what to 
do.  But a lways remember : We do not take our d i rect ions 
from the peop l e  of the worl d .  We take our d i rections from 
the Word of God . The Word wi l l  never guide us i n  the wrong 
way , but we can certa in ly  make a lot of m i stakes if we fa i l  
to l earn to be subm i s s ive to those whom the Lord has p l aced 
over us .  Take th i s  f i fth verse i nto your heart. It i s  
God ' s  message espec i a l ly for you . 

But let me go on to my second po i nt :  

I I .  A MESSAGE FOR THE WHOLE CHURCH ( 1  Pet. 50-7 ) .  

Th i s  message actua l ly goes down through v .  1 1 ,  but we wi l l  
cons i der only verses 5 ,  6 , and 7 today. I n  these three 
verses Peter was i n  rea l ity saying the same th ing in three 
d ifferent ways.  

When the writers of  Scripture do  th i s ,  that i s ,  say the 
same th i ng more than once , there are at l east two reasons 
for i t :  
1 )  For emphas i s--to show i t s  importance. And we cou l d  

add , urgency. 
2 )  To make perfect ly c lear what they were saying .  Th i s  i s  

espec i a l ly true i f  the same thing i s  stated d i fferent
ly. 

A.  The message :  
1 .  "Be subject one to another, and be c l othed with 

hum i l i ty . "  
2 .  "Humb le  yoursel ves under the mi ghty hand of God . "  
3 .  " Casting a l l  your care upon h i m . "  

Subj ection to one another as the people  of God means 
a l l  of these thing s ,  and you cannot be or do any of the 
three without being tru ly humb le  in neart before the 
Lord. Remember that hum i l ity is not j ust a matter of 
outward behavior;  it is a matter of the heart--and God 
knows our hearts . 

1 .  " Be subject one to another, and be c lothed with 
hum i l ity . " 

To "be subj ect "  we must be humb le ,  not j ust before 
God , but before each other. 
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To "be c l othed with humi l ity "  i l l ustrates what i t  
means to "be subject . "  And here you can see why we 
have read John 1 3 : 1 - 1 7 ,  and you can a l so see ' where 
I have gotten my subject for my message today. 

The i dea in the express i on ,  "be c l othed with humi l 
i ty , "  i s  that of putt ing on humi l i ty a s  one wou l d  
put on a n  apron.  Th i s  is  what our Lord did  when , 
as we read i n  John 1 3 ,  vv .  4 and 5 ,  He took a towel 
and g i rded Himse l f ,  and began to wash the d i s c i p l es 
feet , and to dry them with H i s  towe l .  The greatest 
and most amaz ing examp le  of humi l ity that we have 
in a l l  of the Scri pture i s  to be seen i n  our Lord 
Jesus Christ .  He humbled Himse l f  by becoming a man . 
He humbled Himself by the way He l i ved on earth.  
And He certa i n ly humbled Himse l f  by dy i ng ,  and i n  
the way that He d i ed. 

Can any true ch i l d of God refuse to act and l ive as 
the Lord Jesus Christ d i d? 

The peop l e  of any church ought to be able to learn 
humi l ity from the i r  e lders as we l l .  

Cf . what our Lord sa id  i n  Mark 1 0 : 42-45 . 

In  Luke ' s  passage which i s  para l l e l  with th i s  one 
from Mark , the Lord sa id  th i s  ( Luke 22 : 27 ) :  

For whether i s  greater , 
he that s itteth at meat , or he that serveth? 
i s  not he that s i tteth at meat? 
but I am among you as he that serveth . 

The Greek word for humi l ity means to see yourself 
as you rea l ly are .  It I S  to have a low op i n ion of 
of one ' s  se l f .  It comes from a word wh ich  mean , 
"not r i s ing from the ground . "  It i s  j ust the oppo
sIte of the KTnO or-j unk that we hear so much about 
these days--se lf-esteem, se lf-love , self-worth.  
Our counsel lors (many of them , and even those who 
c l a im to be Christians ) are teach i ng us that we 
need to f i nd out who we are.  A l itt l e  ch i l d  who 
knows anything about the Word of God can tel l  you 
and me in an i nstant who we are . We are s inners i n  
need of the grace of God . And the reason people 
get depressed about themsel ves is because they are 
try i ng to make something out of noth ing ; they re
fuse to recog n i ze their  noth i ngness ,  and to seek 
the mercy of God . 

The most difficult  thing for any person to be i s  
HUMBLE ! 
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L i sten to what Mr. Spurgeon to ld  h i s  peop le  at the 
Metropo l itan Tabernac le  in London 1 883 . ( Read Vo l .  
29 , pp. 421 , 422 , and p .  426m . ) 

Our troubles can a lways be magn if ied by our pride. 

2 .  " Humb le  yourse l ves under the mi ghty hand of God . "  

We are dea l i ng not j ust with ourse lves , nor j ust 
with other peop l e ,  but with God , and one of the 
f irst lessons to l earn in every tri a l  i s  that of 
humb l i ng ourse l ves under God ' s  mi ghty hand . 

3 .  "Cast i ng a l l  your care upon h i m . "  

To do th i s ,  you need to pray. Proud men do not 
pray. They wou l d  rather take care of their own 
problems. They do not need the Lord . 

The verb here trans lated cast i ng i s  the same word 
that i s  used i n  Luke 1 9 : 35 where the people cast 
the i r  garments on the donkey so the Lord cou l d  s i t  
upon them as He node i nto Jerusa l em.  L it . , it 
means to cast away. We need to humb le  ourse l ves 
by castIng our-ourden s ,  our anx i et i es ,  on the Lord , 
and quit  try i ng to hand le  them for ourse l ves . 

Note that "care" i s  s i ngular.  Take them a l l ,  and 
cast them a l l  upon the Lord . 

But what encouragements did Peter g i ve to the Lord ' s  peop l e  
so that they wou ld  be subm i s s i ve to each other, so that 
they wou l d  humb le  themsel ves--not seeki ng th i ngs  for them
selves , but del ighti ng to be of serv i ce to others? 

B. The encouragements . 

The f i rst i s  i n  v .  5 .  There are rea l ly two , but they 
go together. 

1 .  " For God res i steth the proud , but g i veth grace to 
the humble . " 

Do you want to have God on your s ide ,  or stan d i ng 
agai nst you? Humi l ity opens the door of grace .  

2 .  Y .  6 -- "under the might hand o f  God , that h e  may 
exa lt  you i n  due season , or l it . ,  i n  t ime--at the 
ri ght time , in H i s  t ime , when it wi l l  bring the 
greatest g l ory to Him,  and the greatest b less i ng to 
you and to me . 

And He i s  mi ghty enough to do a l l  that needs to be 
done. 
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3 .  V .  7 -- " for he careth for you . "  

L it . , it matters to Him about you--cumbersome 
Eng l i sh, but you gettlle pO l nt-. -

Heb. 1 2 : 6  makes it c l ear that the reason the Lord 
chastens us i s  because He loves u s .  And He chast
ens us to purify our l i ves , and to make us more 
consc ious of our great and cont i nu i ng need of Him.  
How wonderful to know that He cares about us ,  and 
for us ! 

Cone l :  The story i s  to l d  of a certain  prince during the Middle 
Ages who v i s i ted the Span i sh gal leys where pri soners , 

serv i ng l ife sentences for crimes they had committed , were 
chai ned to the i r  oars below deck. The Span ish  K i ng dec l ared 
that the prince,  i n  honor of h i s  v i s i t ,  could set one of the 
pri soners free. He went below deck and began to talk  to the 
men , ask i ng them what they had done to deserve such pun i shment . 
They a l l  dec l ared the i r  i nnocence. They sa id  that either they 
had been the v i ctim of fa l se witnesses , or that the i r  crimes 
d i d  not deserve such a puni;shment . But f ina l ly he came to one 
pri soner who sa id  that he deserved what he was gett ing .  He was 
gui lty .  He was thankful to be a l ive,  and said  that , i f  he d ied 
at h i s  oar , i t  wou ld  be no more than he deserved. The pri nce 
sa id  immed i ately that it was a shame for such a bad man to be 
among the others who were so good , so he determi ned to set the 
bad man free. 

If we are truly humb le ,  we wi l l  know that regard less of how 
try i ng our c i rcumstances mi ght be , we never have gotten , and 
never wi l l  get , what our s i n s  rea l ly deserve. If we feel 
otherwise ,  there is much that we need to l earn about what i t  
means to humb le oursel ves before the Lord . 

Remember: the Lord has purposes for what He does . He does not 
i ntend to destroy us , or our faith,  but to strengthen u s ,  and 
to purify us .  And in  H is  time , at  the best t ime , He  wi l l  l ift 
us up and out. In the meantime ,  let us humbl e  ourselve before 
Him,  l earn i ng to cast our anx ieties upon Him i nstead of try i ng 
to take care of them ourselves.  
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YOUR ADVERSARY , THE DEV IL  
1 Peter 5 : 8- 1 1  

1 Peter #26 

I ntro :  We come today to the conc l us ion of Peter '  message i n  
th is  Ep i st l e .  The l ast three verses are important 

verses as we sha l l  see next Sunday , the Lord wi l l i ng ,  but the 
message as such conc l udes with v .  1 1 .  

These verses are s imi lar to Paul ' s  conc l us i on to the book of 
Ephes ians , on ly Peter ' s  vers ion i s  much shorter. I am referri ng 
to Pau l ' s  warn i ng about our confl ict with "the dev i I , "  our 
Enemy and Accuser. But the message from Peter and from Pau l i s  
i dent ica l . They have the same th i ng to say regard i ng the way 
i n  wh ich  we are to oppose our Enemy. 

These four verses can eas i ly be d i v i ded i nto three parts : 
1 )  What Peter had to say to the peopl e  of God , i . e . , what they 

were to do.  
2 )  What he had to say about the Devi l ,  i . e . , what the Dev i l 

was i ntent on do ing .  
3 )  The work of God , Peter ' s  prayer for the peop l e  of God--the 

work that the be l i evers could expect God to do for them i n  
the l ight of the very great danger they were fac i ng .  

The part that has to do with the peop le  of God , i . e . , thei r  
respon s i b i l ity, i s  g i ven i n  two parts . So t h i s  wi l l  be our 
out l i ne of these verses :  

I .  The exhortat ion to bel i evers : " Be sober, be v i g i lant . "  
I I .  The warn i ng concern i ng the dev i l ( v .  8b) . 

I I I .  An add i t iona  I exhortat i on to be I i  evers : "Whom res i st 
stedfast i n  the faith • • •  " ( v .  9 ) .  

I V .  Peter ' s  prayer to God for the bel ievers ( v v .  1 0 ,  1 1 ) .  

I .  THE EXHORTATION TO BELI EVERS ( 1  Pet. 5 : 8a ) .  

Anyone who knows anyth ing about the l ife of Peter i n  the 
Gospe l s  shou l d  rea l i ze that Peter ' s  heart was f i l led with 
memories of regret as he penned the words that we come to 
here at the conc lus ion of h i s  Ep i st le .  

I pO i nted out l ast week how the words of v .  5 i n  th is  chap
ter must have remi nded Peter of that time in the Upper Room 
when the Lord washed the d i scip les feet . 

Here he must have been thinking about the t ime that the Lord 
sa id  to h im ,  

Simon , Simon , behol d ,  Satan hath des i red to have you , 
that he may s i ft you as wheat : 
But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fa i l  not : 
and when thou art converted , strengthen thy brethren 
( Luke 22 : 3 1 , 32 ) .  

And l ater, when the Lord took Peter, James , and John with 
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Him i nto the Garden of Gethsemane,  our Lord sa id  to them, 
y soul i s  exceed i ng sorrowfu l ,  even unto death : 
arry ye here , and WATCH with me (Matt . 26 : 38 ) .  

Then He went i nto the garden to pray. When He returned , He 
found a l l  three d i sc ip les a s l eep. He awakened them , and sa i d ,  

hat , could ye not WATCH with me one hour? 
ATCH and pray , that ye enter not i nto temptat i on :  
he spirit  i ndeed i s  wi l l i ng , but the f l esh i s  weak 

( Matt . 26 : 40 ,  4 1 ) .  
ords tran s l ated here i n  1 Pet. 5 : 8 ,  "be v i g i lant , "  are from 
same word that the Lord used , trans l ated , "watch . "  It 

� to be on guard , to stay awake, to exerc ise  the greatest 
IOn.  """1TBe sober" i s  a word that Peter had use'd'""Two tImes ceiair:::;e:"-i n  th i s  Epi stle : 1 : 1 3 ;  4 : 7 .  It ,  too , has to do with 

sta ing awake so that you and I are not caught off guard , or 
tak n by surpr i se .  

Whe we combi ne these two words we see that one of the greatest 
pro l ems that we have to be concerned about i s  the problem of 
bei g drowsy and careless spiri tua l ly ,  and of even going to 
s l e  p spi ritua l ly • •  

How wou ld  you feel i f  you were told on the news that a v i c i ous 
l iD had escaped from Washi ngton Park Zoo , and that he had been 
see i n  your neighborhood? And how wou ld  you feel if you had 
act a l ly heard him roar outs i de of your home? THIS IS SOMETH ING 
MUC WORSE THAN THAT . 

Notice the next part of the vlerse which i s  

I I .  THE WARN ING CONCERN I NG THE DEV I L  ( 1  Pet . 5 : 8b ) .  

"Adversary" here actua l ly means an opponent at law, an 
accuser. Obv iously h i s  purpose is to get us-ro-sTn aga i n st 
the Lord so he can have someth ing to charge us with before 
the throne of God . 

Our s i n s  often arise from our tri a l s .  We wi l l  see more 
about that i n  a moment. But notice that here the character 
and work of the Dev i l  are described i n  the word s ,  "as a 
roaring l ion . "  What are we to l earn from th is  p icture of 
the Dev i l ?  

For one th i ng ,  the Dev i l  has awesome power. For another, he 
i s  v i c i ous and dead ly ,  seek ing prey. And a l l  of th i s  i s  
very i ntimidating .  No  one i n  h is  right m i nd wou ld  go  out 
to face an angry l ion unless he had the right weapon so he 
wou ld  be able to defend h imself !  He "wa l keth about , seek i ng 
whom he may devour. " 

Th i s  i s  a constant threat wh ich every ch i ld of God faces . 
And the Dev i l  usua l ly takes a t ime of tri a l  where we are 
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d i stracted and d i straught to attack u s .  He cannot "devour" 
us in the sens� that he can get our s a l vati on away from u s ,  
but he can rob u s  of our trust and of our peace and of our 
j oy i n  the Lord--and th i s  condit ion for a chi l d  of God i s  
worse than death itse l f !  

What can be done i n  the face of such danger? Not ice the second 
exhortation that Peter gave to the people of God in h i s  day , and 
to us today. 

I I I .  AN ADDITIONAL EXHORTATION FOR BELIEVERS ( 1  Pet. 5 : 9 ) .  

Our tendency i s  to run , or to h ide .  but that is  wrong .  
What are we to do? 

L i sten to these word s :  "Whom res i st stedfast i n  the faith . "  

" Res ist" i s  the same word that Paul used i n  Eph . 6 : 1 3 where 
i t  i s  transl ated "withstand . "  It  i s  the same word that 
James used in Jas.  4 : 7  where he wrote, " Res ist the devi l ,  
and he wi 1 1  f l ee from you" ! How do you I i ke that? 

But how do we res i st h im? 

We res i st h im "stedfast i n  the faith"--f i rm ,  rock- l i ke , un
movable in our confi dence in the truth of the Word of God . 
You see , the Dev i l i s  sti l l  up to h i s  o l d  trick s ,  l i ke he 
sa id  to Eve i n  the Garden of Eden , "Yea , hath God said  • • •  ? "  

"The faith" i s  a NT express ion ,  as I have mentioned many 
times , wh ich has to do with the teaching of the B i b l e ,  the 
doctri nes of Scripture . The Dev i l  i s  out to destroy our 
confidence in God and i n  H i s  Word , and to get us to stop 
be i ng obed i ent to the Lord , and to stop serv i ng the Lord , or 
l i v i ng for Him.  God a l lows the Dev i l  to attack u s ,  not that 
our faith wou l d  be destroyed , but that it wou l d  be made 
stronger than ever , and that we wou l d  be weaned from the 
world  and from ourselves as the source of our strength or 
j oy .  

Therefore , i f  we are going to be able to "res i st" the Dev i l ,  
we need to know the truth , and be unShaken and unshakeable  
in  our confi dence i n  the truth of the Word of God . We must 
be l i eve not on ly that it is the Word of God , but that i s  
i s  our suff ic iency for a l l  that we are to bel i eve and a l l  
that we are to be do i ng .  

I V .  PETER ' S  PRAYER FOR THE BELI EVERS ( 1  Pet. 5 : 1 0 ,  1 1 ) .  

Th i s  i s  an exce l l ent pattern for the way i n  which we are to 
be pray i ng for each other. We cannot "be sober, be v ig i l 
ant , "  without pray i ng for ourse l ves . But we need to be 
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pray ing for each other as Peter prayed i n  those days for the 
peop l e  of God . WE NEED TO REMEMBER ALWAYS THAT OUR RESPON
S I B I L ITY IN SCRI PTURE DOES NOT MEAN THAT WE ARE TO DO ANY
TH I NG I N  OUR OWN STRENGTH , OR THAT WE EVER ARE TO ACT 
ACCORDI NG TO OUR OWN WISDOM. IT IS ONLY BY GOD ' S  POWER AND 
BLESS I NG THAT WE CAN BE OBEDI ENT TO THE WORD OF GOD . 

How fitting it i s  that Peter ' s  conc l ud i ng words to h i s  
message should  be about God , and that they shou l d  be a 
prayer! He had learned the les son that the Lord sought to 
teach h im  many years before. 

These are two verses , l i ke a number of others i n  the Word of 
God , which tel l the who l e  story . 

How important i t  i s  for us to know i n  t imes of trial  that 
God i s  not only a God of grace, but that He i s  "the God of 
ALL grace" ! Spurgeon sa id  once ( the da i ly read ing for the 
even i ng of Aug .  22 ) that God is ready to forg ive than we are 
to s i n .  

Why are we H i s? Not because we chose H i m ,  but because He 
ca l led us .  Unto what d i d  He ca l l us? H i s  etern a l  g lory . 
Our sufferings are only "for a season " ( 1 : 6 ) ;  our g l ory wi l l  
be etern a l . 

But suffering , tria l s ,  testings are a part of H i s  p lan for 
us .  Why? Because through them He i s  perfecting us ,  stab
l i sh i ng u s ,  strengthening u s ,  sett l ing u s .  What do they 
mean? 

"Make you perfect" is the express ion used in Matt. 4 : 2 1  and 
Mark 1 : 1 9  for men d i ng nets , putti ng them i n  fu l l  order, mak
i ng them ready , equipp!ri"9and prepar!ri"9fUTly.-

--

"Stab l i sh"  i s  to make steadfast--that which was commanded i n  
v .  8 .  

- --

"Strengthen" -- cf. Pau l ' s  experience and statements i n  
2 Cor. 1 2 : 7- 1 0 .  

" Sett le"  - - to estab l i sh o n  a foundat ion , to be grounded . 

AND FOR ALL OF THI S ,  GOD GETS THE GLORY " FOR EVER AND EVER" 
-- l it . ,  unto the ages of the ages . 

Conc l : We have a rea l ,  a powerfu l  Enemy. BUT WE HAVE A GREATER 
GOD ! In a l l  of our tri a l s  let us pray that we wi l l  not 

turn f rom H im ,  but to Him.  That we wi l l  not quit  trusting H im ,  
but that our fa i th wi l l  become stronger than it ever has  been . 
But our trust must be i n  the Lord . Fa ith comes from Him,  not 
from u s .  
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THE TRUE GRACE OF  GOD 
1 Peter 5 : 1 2 - 14  

1 Peter #27 

I ntro : I n  Matthew Henry ' s  commentary we read that the Apost l e  
Peter had three reasons for writing th i s  Ep i st l e :  

1 )  To exp l a i n  more fu l ly the doctri nes of Christian i ty to these 
newly-converted Jews . 

2 )  To d i rect and persuade them to a holy conversation ( l i fe ) ,  
i n  the faithful d i scharge of a l l  persona l  and re l ative 
dut i es ,  whereby they wou l d  secure thei r  own peace and 
effectua l ly confuse the s l anders and reproaches of the i r  
enemies .  

3 )  To prepare them for suffering.  

As  we th i nk back over the f i ve chapters of this  Ep i st l e ,  I doubt 
if any of us could improve upon that summary. 

Chr i stians  need to be grounded i n  the truth . They need to show 
by holy l i ves that they have been tru ly born aga i n .  And they 
must be prepared to suffer for the i r  faith.  We l i ve in a world  
that is  at enmity with the true God , the God and  Father of our 
Lord Jesus Chr i st ,  and so we are not to expect that it wi l l  be 
easy to l i ve for the Lord , nor wi l l  it be easy to spend our 
l i ves seek ing to spread the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now we come to the conc l us ion of the Epist le--three short , but 
very important verses .  

I n  them Peter stated h i s  purpose i n  writing th i s  part icu lar 
Ep i st l e .  

I .  THE PURPOSE OF THE EPISTLE. 

It was to testify to them very strongly (wh i ch is what the 
verb means ) to "the true grace of God . "  There is noth ing 
fa l se i n  it.  It is  the real Gospe l .  

Peter cou ld  say that he had "written briefly" because there 
was so much more that could have been written. He l im ited 
h i mself to that wh ich he knew h i s  readers needed . 

When he spoke of their  e lection (as  he d i d  at the beg i nn i n g  
of the Ep i st l e ,  and aga i n  a t  the end ) ,  h e  was g i v i ng them 
the true Gospe l .  When he spoke of the i r  being ca l l ed to 
sa l vation , he was g i v i ng them the true Gospe l . When he 
spoke of sa l vation as be ing a work of God through the Word 
of God , he was g iv ing them the true Gospe l .  When he repeat
edly spoke of the substi tuti onary, v i carious death of Christ 
on the Cross , he was g i v ing them the true Gospel . When he 
assured them that they wou ld  one day enter i nto "eternal 
g lory , "  he was g iv ing them the true Gospe l .  When he exp la i n 
ed that sa lvation means be ing born aga i n ,  and that the l ife 
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of a genuine Christian wi l l  be a holy l i fe , a l i fe p l eas ing 
to God , he was g i v ing them the true Gospel . HE WROTE IT ALL 
OUT BECAUSE HE WANTED THEM TO BE ASSURED AND REASSURED THAT 
THE MESSAGE THAT THEY HAD HEARD FROM HIM AND FROM OTHERS 
WAS INDEED "THE TRUE GRACE OF GOD , "  wh ich  i s  another way of 
say i ng , THE TRUE GOSPEL OF GOD ! When he ca l l ed it "the true 
grace of God" he was indicating that it was tota l ly undeser
ved , and that i s  the true Gospe l .  As A l exander Macl aren 
once sa id , grace " i s  prpperly love i n  exerc ise towards 
i nferior and s i nful creatures who deserve something e l se "  
( Vo l . 1 1 ,  p .  1 48 ) --and we can add that that "something e l se "  
i s  eternal  j udgment in  hel l !  

So , i f  you want to know what the Gospel i s ,  read the B i b l e ,  
read 1 Peter. You wi l l  not g o  wrong if  you do.  

But , as I have a l ready indi cated , 1 Peter is not j ust a 
doctri na l  treati se.  Peter said  that he a l so did some 
"exhorting"  in  this  Epistl e--and we know that that a l so i s  
true . He had brief l y ,  very briefly ,  exp l a i ned to them a s  a 
group of bel ievers , and to certa i n  ones spec ifica l ly ,  how a 
true ch i ld of God shou l d  l i ve i n  th i s  wor l d  if he i s  to have 
the b less ing of God , and if  he is to shut the mouths of h i s  
enem i es--because a true Christian wi l l  have enem ies even 
though he does not want them , or look for them. 

And beyond that , Peter had exp l a i ned how they were to l i ve 
when aff l iction s  came their way. 

He actua l ly sa id  a l ot i n  a rel at i vely short letter. 

But th i s  i s  sti l l  not a l l  that he wanted them to do. 

The KJV says , "wherein  ye stand . "  There is some reason for 
saying that th i s  shou l d  be expressed as a command.  Then i t  
wou ld  read , a s  the ASV g i ves i t ,  " stand ye fast therein . "  
Th i s  meant that Peter d i d  not want them to forsake a s i ngle  
truth that he had i nc l uded in  this  Ep i st l e .  No other Gos
pe l s  were to be accepted . No part of the Gospel was to be 
l eft out , or mod if ied , or i gnored . It was a l l  important , 
and they were to be prepared to l ay down the i r  l i ves , if 
need be , for "the i .true grace of God , "  the Gospel of their 
sa l vati on ! 

Now l et me d i rect th i s  statement at the c l ose of Peter ' s  
Epistle to each of you--because, a lthough th i s  l etter was 
not origina l ly wri tten to us , it was wri tten for us , as was 
a l l  of the Word of God . 

We have spent 27 Sundays on this  Epi st le .  Most of you have 
been here for a l l  0f them, or for a lmost a l l  of them. Do 
you understand that the Gospel i s  "the true grace of God " ?  
Do you know both doctrina l ly and persona l ly that grace of God 
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that brings sal vati on? I s  your l i fe a holy l ife , a l ife 
that g i ves evi dence that your heart has been changed by the 
grace of God through the death of Jesus Christ on the Cross?  
Do you shy away from certa in  doctri nes l i ke the doctri ne of 
e lect i on j ust because there are peop le  who do not l i ke it? 
How concerned are you about the spread of the Gospel of "the 
true grace of God"? 

What a tragedy it is if we have spent a l l  of th i s  time i n  
th is  Epist l e ,  and you are sti l l  not saved , or you sti l l  
have reservat ions concern i ng any part of the truth that we 
have covered ! Remember that Peter has i nd i cated that we 
show our fa ith , not j ust by the fact that we are meet i ng 
with the peop le  of God , but by our behav ior a l l  through the 
week , and in a l l  of the re l at i onsh ips  that we have- - i n  our 
homes , at work , in rel ation to our government,  as we l l  as at 
churc h .  

May the Lord search each of our hearts with these heart
searc h i ng words of verse 1 2 .  

But l ook a l so i n  these verses a t  • 

I I .  THREE ENCOURAGING REFERENCES. 

They are :  
1 )  A reference to S i l vanus , or S i l as .  
2 )  A reference to the church i n  Babylon.  
3 )  A reference to Marcus ,  or John Mark. 
Let us l earn what we can from what Peter sa id  about each 
one , and be encouraged ourse l ves . We need encouragement,  
don ' t  we? 

A. S i l vanus . 

Th i s  was S i las  who i s  f i rst mentioned i n  the NT as bei ng 
sent with Paul and Barnabas to Ant ioch with the letter 
( or letters ) g iv i ng the dec i s ion regard i ng the Gent i l es 
wh ich  was made at the Jerusa l em Counc i l .  

Shortly after when a r ift deve loped between Pau l and 
Barnabas over John Mark , S i l as accompan i ed Pau l ,  and was 
act ive with him in the m i n i stry of Paul  at Ph i l i pp i ,  
Amphipo l i s ,  Apol lon i a ,  Thessalon i ca , Athens ,  and Cori nth . 

He was cal led a "prophet" i n  Acts 1 5 : 3 2 ,  and i s  sa id  to 
have been one who preached i n  Cori nth when the church 
was establ i shed there. See 2 Cor. 1 : 1 9 .  

From h i s  f i na l  mention i n  Acts ( 1 8 : 5 )  to the one i n  our 
text for today , we know noth i ng of S i l as .  BUT HERE , 9}£ 
1 0  OR 1 2  YEARS LATER WE FIND HIM I NVOLVED WITH PETER I N  
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H I S  MINISTRY , PROBABLY AT BABYLON . AND PETER WAS GETT
I NG READY TO SEND THIS EP ISTLE TO THE JEWS OF THE DIS
PERSION BY THE HAND OF S ILAS . AND PETER CALLED S I LAS , 
"A FAITHFUL BROTHER UNTO YOU, AS I SUPPOSE , "  i . e . , i n  my 
j udgment or estimat ion.  

(S i l as i s  mentioned by name 17  times in  the NT : 
Acts 1 5 :22 ,  27 , 32 , 34 , 40 ;  
Acts 1 6 : 1 9 ,  25 ,  29 ; 
Acts 1 7 : 4 ,  1 0 ,  1 4 ,  1 5 ;  
Acts 1 8 : 7 ;  
2 Cor. 1 : 1 9 ;  1 Thess .  1 : 1 ;  2 Thess . 1 : 1 ;  1 Pet . .5: 12. ) 

"Not a sy l l able that Si las  ever said  i s  recorded i n  
Scri pture" ( Mac l aren , Vo l .  1 1 ,  p .  1 40 ) .  He a lways was 
i n  a subord i nate p l ace ,  work i ng either with Paul or 
with Peter. 

Si las  fits  i nto the category of those whom the Apost le  
Pau l was referring to when he wrote , 

• • .  those members of the body , 
wh ich seem to be more feeb l e ,  are necessary : 
And those members of the body , 
which we think to be less honourab le ,  
upon these we bestow more abundant honor 
( 1  Cor. 1 2 : 22b,  23a ) .  

And what greater honor could Peter have bestowed upon 
Si l as than to ca l l  h i m ,  "a faithful brother"? If that 
can be said  about you and me when our earth ly course i s  
run , that wi l l  be enough .  That i s  a l l  that i s  required . 
Cf.  1 Cor. 4 : 1 ,  2 .  We are not a l l  ca l led to p l aces l i ke 
those he ld  by Paul and Peter, but we , a l ong with them, 
are ca l l ed to be "faithfu l . "  

There i s  no evidence that Si las  ever was j ea lous of Paul  
or of Peter, that he was ambitious to be more prom i nent. 
He d i d  faithfu l ly what he was appo i nted to do. And 
Peter was here say ing ,  i n  effect , "Though Si l as has 
spent h i s  l ife m i n i steri ng to Gent i l es ,  yet you Jews can 
trust h im because he i s  not only your brother in the 
Lord , but he i s  "a fa i thful brother , "  one you can trust!' 

But l et me go on to the second word of encouragement . 

B .  The church at Babylon ( v .  1 3a ) .  

There i s  no need to make th is  Rome . The Greek actua l ly 
says , she at Babylon .  But this-TS a proper way to speak 
of a churc� Peter and S i l as and John Mark were a l l  
there. And Peter was sending greet i ngs  from a Gent i l e  
church to Jew i sh be l i evers who had been scattered out of 
the l and of I srae l --and yet they had a l l  been saved by 
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the same SaMiour, and a l l  were a part of that great 
fe l l owsh i p  made up of Jews and Gent i les , the body of 
Chri st. 

The work of the Gospel cont i nued to go on with the 
b les s i ng of the Lord . 

But there i s  a th ird word of encouragement .  It had to do 
with 

C .  Marcus ; c or John ;Mark. 

The story of John Mark i s  quite d ifferent from that of 
S i l a s .  

( He i s  mentioned o n l y  8 times by name i n  the NT: 
Acts 1 2 : 1 2 ,  25 ;  
Acts 1 5 : 37 ,  39 ; 
Co l .  4 : 1 0 ;  2 Tim.  4 : 1 1 ;  Ph . 24 ; 1 Pet . 5 : 1 3 . )  

Co l .  4 : 1 0 tel l s  us that he was Barnabas ' nephew. 

It was to h i s  mother ' s  home that Peter went after he was 
m i raculous ly de l i vered from pri son by the angel of the 
Lord , where "many were gathered together pray i ng . "  And 
so it i s  thou�that John Mark may have been rai sed i n  
a we l l -to-do fami ly.  

He  was chosen to go with Paul  and  Barnabas on their  first 
m i s s i onary j ourney , but he left them i n  Pamphy l i a  so that 
Paul refused to take h im  when he and Barnabas were pre
pra i ng to l eave on the ir  second j ourney. Th i s  i s  what 
l ed to the breach between Paul and Barnaba s .  

But the Lord conti nued to work i n  the heart o f  John Mark 
and we know that he was with Paul during Paul ' s  f i rst 
impri sonment i n  Rome , and that when Paul wrote h i s  l ast 
letter to Timothy from Rome at the t ime of h i s  second 
impri sonment , he sa id  th i s :  

Take Mark , and bring h im  with thee : 
for he i s  profi table to me for the m i n i stry 
( 2  Tim.  4 : 1 1 ) .  

Here i n  our text Peter cal led John Mark , h i s  "son , "  which 
may mean that Peter was the one who had l ed John Mark to 
the Lord . 

And the crown i ng work of John Mark i s  that he i s  the one 
whom the Spi rit of God used to g i ve us the ol dest of the 
Gospel records , the Gospel accord i ng to Mark . And it i s  
thought that the i nformation g i ven i n  that Gospel was 
obtai ned by Mark from the Apostle Peter-- so that it could 
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rea l ly be ca l led ,  the Gospel accord i ng to Peter. 

But how encouraging th i s  i s !  What an i l l ustration of 
Ph i l .  1 : 6 !  We may fa i l  the Lord , but the Lord does not 
g i ve up on us .  And th i s  i s  a case where an unprof itab le  
servant became a profi iltable servant.  And he  went on  to 
have a most useful part i n  the m i n i stries of both Paul 
and Peter. 

So we must not g i ve up on oursel ves , nor on anyone e l se 
who rea l ly knows the Lord . Peter himself had fa i led the 
Lord i n  a most serious way. But God l ifted h im  up,  and 
made h im stronger and more useful than he had ever been 
before. 

And the Lord cont i nues to do the same with those of us 
who are H i s  peop l e  today . 

There are two more things i n  our text which we can put under one 
head i n g :  

I I  I .  A GREETI NG AND A PRAYER ( 1  Pet. 5 :  1 4 ) .  

A .  The greet i n g :  " Greet ye one another with a k iss  of 
charity . "  

The fe l l owship of the peop le  of God i s  a fel lowsh i p  that 
i s  characteri zed by love , the love of God . And it was 
important for the rec i p i ents of th i s  Ep i st l e ,  in the 
midst of thei r  suffering to remember th i s .  And so Peter 
sent h i s  love to them , and was asking them to express 
that love to one another. 

Th i s  pract i ce of k i s s i ng one another was f i rst l imited 
to men k i s s i ng men ( i n eastern sty le ) ,  and women k i s s i ng 
women ,  but u ltimate ly was abandoned . It  may be practis
ed in  some p l aces today , but the pri n c i p l e  is  what we 
need to remember. As bel i evers , we are to love each 
other . 

B .  The prayer: "Peace be with you a l l  that are i n  Christ 
Jesus . Amen . "  

What i s  peace? It cannot be the absence of trouble and 
tri a l s ,  or there wou l d  be no poss ib i l i ty that we cou ld  
ever have peace. The Lord Jesus s a i d ,  " I n  the world  ye 
sha l l  have tribu l at i on • . .  " (John 1 6 : 33 ) .  

Perhaps these other words spoken by our Lord Jesus Christ 
g i ve us the true mean i ng of peace : 

Peace I leave with you ,  my peace I g i ve unto you :  
not a s  the world  g i veth ,  g i ve I unto you .  ( Over) 
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Let not your heart be troub l e ,  
nei ther let it  be afra i d  ( John 1 4 : 2 7 ) . 

Peace i s  an untroubled heart, and a heart at rest from 
fear. Such a l i fe is only  pos s i b l e  to those who are 
" i n  Christ Jesus . "  

And Peter concl uded : "Amen "--so let i t  be ! 

Conc l : And so Peter ended th i s  Epistle  as he began . See 1 : 2b , 
Grace unto you , and peace , be mu l t i p l ied .  

God g i ves H is  grace that we m ight enjoy H is  peace--not peace 
that i s  j ust barely enough ,  but peace that overf lows , that 
abounds ! But th i s  comes through the knowledge of the truth as 
it i s  i n  Chri st , and through l i ves l i ved i n  accordance with that 
truth . 

Have we learned anyth ing  i n  spen d i ng these 27 weeks i n  th i s  
Ep i st le? I trust we have. And I a l so hope that i t  wi l l  be 
ev i dent i n  the days to come as we , through the grace of God , see 
i ncreased b l es s i ng upon our fel lowship  together and greater 
fru itfu l ness i n  our f ie ld  of l abor.  


