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Acts 26:13-23� (� • _��.\', ...... .,.) 

In Acts 26 He have Paul's defence before Agrippa. 
In the course of his defence he gives a simple, 
direct, and yet complete statement of his ministI"J 

AposUe. It involved three things: 
Hhat God ,;anted'to do Hith him (v. 16). (Read.) 
\'Iha t God Hanted to do for him (v. 17). (Head. ) 
yihat God 1-lanted to do through him (v. 18). (Read.) 

Then he ShOHS hOH this had all come to pass. Note: 
(1) Hhat God had done through him (vv. 19, 20). This 

corresponds "lith v. 18 above. 
(2) Hhat God had done for him (vv. 21, 22a). This 

corresponds ,-rIth v. 17 above. 
(3) Hhat God had done "r1th him (vv. 22b, 23). This 

corresponds ,,,ith v. 16 above. 

,Summing it all up, Paul "ranted men to receive tHO things 
",hi,ch they did not have: 

(1) "Forgiveness of sins." 
(2) An " j nheri tance" ",hich only those 1,ho lit. had been 

sanctified could claim, i.e., the heavenly fulfillment 
of all that 'JaS included in the eTCrd salvation--a 
fi.nal, complete, and eternal separation for God from 
all that '-IOuld defile them. 

;101, here li§. have the '!reat issues of salvation. 

Paul did not ask men to come to Christ so they ",ould be 
happier. Nor did he ask them to come to Ghrist so that they 
,wuld get their problems solved. Nor did he ask them to 
come to Christ just to accept a better Hay of life. 

He brought men face to face "ith their SIN, its consequences, 
and ",hat God had done about it all. This is ",hy he preached 
Christ.! 

He did not argue "lith men about Hhat sins they had com.mitted; 
he preached the death and resurrect.ion of Christ, and sought 
to sho"l men Hhy He had to die! 

He "anted men to knoH that ahead of every person is an 
eternal destiny: either heaven, or hell. There are only 
tHO alternatives--no others. But more than this he ,.ranted 
men t.o kno", t.ha t the reason they Here bound for hell and 
could never reach heaven ,.ras SIN--not just sin aGainst man, 
but SIN AGAINST GOD! 



It Has too late to tell men not to sin because "all have 
sinned, and come short of the r,lory of God" ( Rom. 3:23). 
He came to tell them ];,hat God Has prepared to do about their 
sin. 

This is Hhere ',Te come to our Hord, forviveness. Let us 
learn ',<lha t 1,18 can a bout this Hord. 

1. THE HORD FORGIVENESS TELLS US THO THItlGS ABOUT HAN, as 
it is used in the Scriptures. 

A. It teaches us that !I!Q!! is !l prisoner Hho needs to be 
released. This release, or letting go, is forgive
ness. 

Luke, Hho spenks of forgiveness more than all of the 
other NT Hriters combined, gives us our illustration. 
Cf. Luke L,: 18, "here our Lord is reading from Isa. 
61:1, 2: 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he hath anointed me • • • to preach 
deliverance (Gk. forgiveness) to the 
captives." 

Hhat point is our Lord making? 

He is saying that sin not only puts man hopeles-;i.;at 
odds 1,Tith God, but it makes him a slave, a prisoner. 
As such he is unable to do anything about his condi
tion. 

Cf. John 8:34) 
IIJesus ans\,;erer1 them, Verily, verily I say 
unto you, ,Ihosoever commi tteth sin is the 
servant of sin. 1I 

Human experience proves this. Sin makes men prisoners 
B,nd keeps them in bondage. It is not the kind of 
thing Hhere you can take it or leave it as you like. 
You and I as sinners are in prison, hopelessly j,n 
bondage to our sin. vie � not free. 

B. It also teaches us that man is a debtor and needs to 
be pardoned. 

The year of iubilee in Israel gives us our illustra
tion here. This is the year "hen slaves Here set 
free, debts \.Jere cancelled. And it is in connection 
Hith these problems as discussed in Lev. 25 ff. that 
the "'lOrd "redeemedll enters in. It \·ras a year of 
forGiveness, of pardon, yes, and of liberation. 



The problem confronting the Apostle Paul every>Jhere he 
\,ent ,ms that of getting men to believe that these things 
Here true of them--that they had sins "hich needed to be 
let gQ, forgiven. 

But, if I have a deht \,hich I o"e to God "hich I cannot 
pay, and if I am in such bondage to my sin that I cannot 
set myself free,  "hat £!ill ]])X ImoHledge of such thing¢' do 
but lead ill2 to despair� 

This is Hhere the Gospel enters in. 

II. DIVINE FORGlVEllESS OF NAll'S SIN IS POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF 
TEE DEATH AlTD HESl'R1lECTIOll OF JESUS CHRIST. 

Cf. Eph. 1:7, 
"In "hom "e have redeC'ption throup;h his blood, 
the forp;iveness of sins, according to the 
riches of his grace." 

Cf. Col. 1: 14, 
" In ,Ihom 'Ie have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins." 

In both of these passages redemption and forgiveness are 
used as synonyms. You cannot be redeemed "ithout being 
forc;iven, and Vall cannot be forgiven Hithout being 
redeemed. 

Vine defines this Hord redemption as "a releasing, for 
( i. e . ,  on payment of) a ransom" (III, 264). 

Through the Hork of Cln"ist on the cross man can be 
released, forgiven, set free, introduced into a ne'l life 
of felloHship Hith God, and heaven no" becomes his 
destiny. 

Cf. Peter's statement in Acts 5:30, 31: 
"The God of Ollr fathers raised up Jesus, 'Ihom 
ye sleH and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted 
vith his rir;ht hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, 
for to rive repentance to Israel, and forgiveness 
of sins." 

Cf. Heb. 9:22: 
". • • and ,·dthout shedding of blood is no 
remissionll ( forgiveness) . 

Accordinr:; to our text (Acts 26:18) man is confronted Hith 
a double problem ",dth respect to forgiveness. First, he 
is blinded. Secondly, he is not looking at the lii';ht. 



1'01,/ can they, then, be reached? By preachine Christ. 
Cf. 2 Cor. 4:3-5a. 

III. HOH COHPLETE IS THIS FORGIVENESS? 

A. First, note this: Paul'il Hords in Acts 13:38, 39: 
"Be it lm01m unto you therefore, men and 
brethren, that through this !'lan is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins: And by 
him all that believe � iustified from all 
things, from Hhich ye cOl,ld not be justified 
by the Im{ of Hoses." 

Note: not, from � things, but "from all things." 

In I!ebrells 10:17 >Ie read, 
"And their sins and iniquities trill I remember 
no more.1I 

Cf. Psa. 103:12, 
"A.s far as the east is from the Hest, so far hath 
he removed our transgressions from us. 

lTo Handel' that David begins Psa. 103 as he does, 
"Bles s the Lord • • • Vlho forgi veth all thine 
iniquities" (vv. 1-3). 

Hhat does it mean to be, ,iustified? It means that He 
are not only forgiven, but declare to be righteous 
in God's sight--and this is Hhat matters most! 

But there is another thing to shaH hm{ complete this 
is. 

B. A moment ago He read from Heb. 10:17, 
"And their sins and iniquities ,Jill I remember 
no more.11 

Hill you note the folloHing verse: 
niToH ",here remis�3ion (forgiveness) of these is 
there is no more offering for sin" (Heb. 10:18). 

Earlier in the verse the "rrit.er says, 
"F'or by one offerlne; he hath perfected for � 
them that are sanctified." 

BY OIJE SACHIFICE JESUS CIIRIS1' HAS HADE Po:J3 IBLE 
DIVIHE FORGIVE:'TE�JS FOE. EVEHY PEHSOlT FOH. EVEftY SIH�-
for �! 

• 

But, does thIs automatically include everyone? No. And 
this leads to my final point. 



Our 'tex't says, 
" . . .  'that they may receive forgiveness of sins" 
(Acts 26:18). 

Hhen Peter had been called d01m to the house of Cornelius 
to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles, he said this, 

"To Him (i.e., to Christ) give all the prophets 
"dtness, that throl'gh his name 1Jhosoever helieveth 
in him shall receive remission of sins" (Acts 10:43). 

I-Ihat does it mean to believe? It simply means to trust. 
You have heard of your condition , and you have heard 
1Jhat Christ has done to meet ,Tour need. Now receive 
Hjm as your Saviou r, believe in Him as the only One 
1.fho can forgive your sins. 

But you say, "This is too easy. There must be sO'llething 
else for me to do." 

Let me ask you, Hhat "lOuld you do? Do you \.rant to do 
somethL'1g because you feel that He has not done enough'/· 

;10, it is .iust by believing. And "Hhosoever believeth 
in him shall receive reP1ission of sins.1I Just by 
believingt 

Concl: ,TOH this is where the joy comes in. I don I t seek 
fo rgivene ss to be happy, but forgiveness produces 

haPl;iness 1<hen once the load of sin is lifted and He know 
that He are forgiven. 

David said, 
IIBlessed is he ",hoGe transgression is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto Hhom the Lord 
imputeth not iniquity" (Psa. 32:1, 2a) . 
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