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JTI'WI' A TOR S OF G01l 
Foph. 5:1, 2 

Intro: life come this morning to the third characteristic of our 
walk as Paul is describinl( it for us in Ephesians: 

"Walk in love. " 

The 

�j 
first 
4: 1 • 

4: 17. 

two are in: 

Our walk is both outward and inward. 

The fact that Paul is describing one walk is obvious as we see 
how one characteristic contributes to another, and tha.t the neg
lect of one hurts the others. 

"'e reach somethine of a peak in our text today. It is closely 
related to the last tl;O verses of chapter 4. 

The standards in all 4 verses (4:31-5:2) are so fa.r beyond 01Ir 
canabilities that we must recognize the Christian life as a 
supernatural life! 

I. THE COMMAND TO BE IMITATORS OF GOD (Eph. 5:1). 

A follower is an imitator. We get our English word, mlmlc, 
from the Greek word. Both words, unfortlmately, have � bad 
connotations. To us they may mean p-retendinp:, !'!: false E!3-
J?E!312!!E.:ta�ion of. the !eal !hinp;, ,just � act that we put on. 

But the word itself sneaks of just the opposite -- that 
which is .!rue -- both

-
inwardly and outwardly, !'!: genuine 

representation of whatever may be the example. 

Here -- to be imitators of GOD! AN]) YET EVERY ONE INSTRUCT----
ED IN THE. EPISTLES lifILL IMMEDIATELY RECOGNIZE THIS AS THE 
GOAL OF SALVATION ITSELF -- TO BE LIKE GOD! 

Note: life all have a natural inclination to imitate others. 
T)-We see it in little children -- in the ;ray we teach them 

to talk, in the games that they play, etc. 
2) We see it as we get older -- the ",ay we a.ress alike, and 

do things alike. 
3) \>That is even more subtle -- it can be seen in man's ten

dency to want to think alike. 
4) Paul has already touched on this in 4:17 ff. -- in the 

danger that 1<e will mimic the Gentiles. 

It is certain that we are going to imitate somebody. The 
question is, Who? 

This noun and its verb are used 10 times in the NT Epistles 
-- not once in either the Gospels or the Acts. 
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Usually we are exhorted to be "like other believers, i.e. , 
1) Like Paul. 
2) Like other believers -- either past or present . 
At least twice Paul either commends or exhorts the early 
Christians re,,,,ardinl" fol101"ing him 

.?-
nd the Lord. BUT lfERE 

THE COMMAN]} IS G IVF'1'I CONCERNING THE LOR]) ALONE! 

Note these things inherent in the verse: 

A. The possibility. The very fact that we find it here is 
an indication that, as unbelievable as it may seen, this 
is possibility. 

B. The necessity. 

1. Obedience to the Word requires it. 

2. Our salvation demands that it be so. 
3. This is ,;hat the world needs . 

C. The attainability. It is only as a process: "Be ye" 
",ould be better translated, :Secome E. The present 
imperative suggests a process that is going on . It "'ill 
take time for you to become like God. 

But 

�� 
3) 

But we must also note the phrase, "as dear children. " 
It means not only that the Lord loves us, but that we 
share His natu�e (,rhich makes such a goal as life are 
talking about a Dossibility) through the new birth. 
Cf. 1 John 3: 9, 

"Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for 
his seed remaineth in him, and he cannot sin, be
cause he is born of God. " 

think of what is involved if we are to be like God: ----
We will need to know ;rhat He is like. 
For this, we will need to be with Him, to spend time in 
His Word, to see Him as He is revealed there . 
We will need to love Him. We are inclined to imitate 
those we admire and love. 

4) And, since this is a process that "'ill go on all through 
oILr lives, the things above must continue to be the main 
things in our lives . 

And -- as this vrocess goes on, t,;o things will be develop-
ing in our lives: 
1 ) Humility -- ;rhich takes us back to Eph. 4: 1. 
2) A hatred for sin -- ,·rhich takes us back to Eph. 4:17. 

Amy Carmichael, in her book, Gold .£;):: Moonlight, says: 
"It is not by looking at sin that ;re see it for ,rhat it 
is, but by looking at the love of God and His pure holi-



ness. As vie look at that we hef"in to lmderstand some
thinr: of the texture and nature of sin. " 

Does it grieve you that you are NOT like the Lord in so many 
ways? Do you pray and work to he like Him? Is that more 
important to you than anything else? 

Spend time with Him in His 1t1ord with an open heart, desirine; 
to do all that He asks you to do, and you will begin to see 
the process take place. 

o to be like Thee! Blessed Redeemer, 
This is my constant longing and prayer. 
Gladly I'll' forfeit all of earth's treasures, 
Jesus, Thy perfect likeness to wear. 

o to be like Thee! full of compassion, 
Loving, forgining, tender and kind, 
Helping the helpless, cheering the fainting, 
Seeking the wand'ring sinner to find. 

o to be like Thee! lowly in spirit, 
Holy and harmless, patient and. brave; 
Meekly enduring cruel reproaches, 
Willing to suffer others to save. 

o to be like Thee! 0 to be like Thee! 
Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou art! 
Come in Thy sweetness, come in Thy fulness; 
Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart. 

Is this your prayer -- really? 

Cf. 2 Cor. 3:18. 

But now let us go on to see • • 

II. THE PARTICULAR WAY IN WHICH WE ARE TO BE LIKE GOD (Eph. 
5:2). 

It has to do with HIS LOVE. 

See also Eph. 5:25. 

In other words, the love that we as the "dear children" of 
God are to manifest is not a human love; IT IS A DIVINE LOVE. 

What else can be said about it? 
1) When we think of the contrast between "God" and us in v. 

1� and between "ChristU and "us" in v. 2, we can see 
'- that it is a l'Xacious love. 

2) It js a love which existed before gLving. Note that 
"loved" comes before "hath given." It has to be there 
before it can be expressed. In the case of our Lord, it 



never had a beg'inninp'j it was always thet'e. Cf • .rAt'. 
3 1: 3. 

3) It was a sacrificial love. He had much that He could 
have given. He gave the most He could give; He gave 
HIMSELF! 

People who cannot give things, can al"ays give them
selves -- ,.,hich is the greatest Rift! Parents often 
make this mistake: 'Phey "ill give things, but not them
selves! 

4) It "as a l.ove which sought FIRST to please GOD! 
5) Finally, because it was the love of God and the love of 

Christ, it was a love that "as al"ays the same under all 
conditions. It "as not a love ;Ihich did not at times 
require discipline, but in spite of the difficulties it 
never changed. 

If you 
Cross. 
13. 

"ant to see love illustrated, look at Christ on the 
If you want to see love described, read 1 Corinthiang 

Concl: Do you real.ly believe that such -things are possible? 

2
1 ) That "e can manifest such a love as a "ay of life? 

) That >Ie "ill become more and more like the J�ord Him
self? 

3) That one day ,Ie "ill be like Him completely? 

Three things are necessary: 
1) Al "ays remember the contrast between God and us. Here you 

have the two greatest possible extremes. 
2) Let God be the great object of your love -- and of your life. 

Seek Him more than you seek even His blessings -- unless "e 
are talkinf,' about the blessings that "ill change us. 

3) Let the death of Christ on the Cross al"ays remain in your 
heart as the illustration of the love of God -- the same 
love that is to be displayed through our lives. 



\"A1XHTG TN LOVl<i 
I':])h. 5:1-7 

Intra: In the fi.rRt pA.rt of �;nhesians we 
to he "in Christ." In the second 

chapter �) we lea"'n that when a person is 
eX])8ct that he "ill be Iik", Chri.st ("hieh 
IUs life ,rill be different. --------- -

lea",n what it means 
part (be!"inning "Tith 

"in Christ" yOlJ mURt 
is to be like God ) ! 

But it is important for every chi.ld of God to reaHze that his 
life must be ",hfd God wants it to be, not '''hat he thinks it 
ou["ht to be. 

And there i.e only one nlace where ",e can find ,That God ",ants 
and expects of us -- and that i.s in the liford! 

So faT' we have learned t",o thinl3's about our lives a.s believers: 
1) ]'Ie must walk in humnity. SeA 4:1-3. This is the only ;Tay 

there can be unity. 
2) TiTe must NOT walk like people do who do not kno;T the Lord. 

On"! outstandin{" fea.ture a.bout a Christian is that he i.e 
?:oing to be di:[:[�_1o.. 

3) NOT;;Te are learninl3' that a chi.ld of God. must ,Talk in love. 
There is certainly no lfl.ck of emphasis on this today, but 

as ",e 1"0 to the Word to find this aspect of our lives des
cribed, � ii.nd !hat there is a great deal o� variation be
t",een many of the thinp:s ;Te � hearing today "'hen comnared 
'Hi tl]. the teaching 2.£ the vlord of God. 

Notice hNT Paul develops this. ,Ie soon lefl.rn that he does not 
mean for one moment that ",e are to love any and everythi.ng under 
a.ll circumstances. 

I. WE MUST BEGIN WITH GOD (Eph. 5:1, 2). 

\,e have already considered these two verses. We have seen 
that ;Te are to be imitators of God, to be like He is, and 
to ",alk in the love ;Thich Christ man.ifested ;Then He died on 
the cross for us. Tile will not do that again. 

Bu.t I "ant you to see this one thing E SPECIALLY SINCE VERSES 
3 THROUGH 7 DEAL WITH A VERY SURPRISING SUBJECT: THE DOC
TRINE OF SIN! 

How did Christ show His love for us? 

He cave Himself "to God" "for us . "  The greatest and first 
object of Christ 2L'. the Cross � to please God, not to 
save man! ----

Think about that and pray thfl.t the Holy Spirit will enable 
you to understand it. 
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llut there i.s tld.s added ephasis: Host of us fail as be--- --- -- -- -- --
1 ievers because � £'2. not know the. Lord .§.§. � should. We 
spend far too little time devotine ourselves to becominl': 
better acquainted with the Lord Himself. This always should 
be and must be the first objpctive we have in all that we 
do. 

One of the leaders of the Evan{,"elical Revival in England 
200 years ago ,-ras William Romaine -- a man deeply tau!'.'ht in 
thp thin!'.'s of God. He "lrote a book called, The I,ife, "Ialk, 
?nd Triumph of �aith. This is one thing that he has to say 
that applies to our Scripture this morning: 

"It is much to be lamented that believers in Reneral 
take so little pains to get a clear lmowledge of the 
doctrine of the ever blessed Trinity; for want of 
",hich their faith is lmsettled, and they are liable 
to many errors both in judgment and in practice. I 
",auld therefore most earnestly recommend it to all 
that are ",eak in faith, to be diligent in hearing and 
readin{'" what in Scripture is revealed. concerning the 
Trini ty • • • , looking up all-rays for the imvard 
teachin!" of the Holy Spirit • • •  " (p. 18). 

If you ",ant to read some thin!" ;rritten in our day that deals 
with the same subject in a "onderful way, read J. 1. Packer's 
book, Knowing God. It will probably open your eyes to the 
immensity of this subject as you have never had them opened 
before. 

KnOl,ing God! How ",ell do you know Him? HOI, ,,,ell do you you 
'"ant to kno", Him? 

Cf. David in Psa. 27:4. And see Paul in Phil. 3:10, 11. 

II. "IALKING IN LOVE MEANS NO COMPROMISE AT ALL WITH SIN (Eph. 
5:3-7). 

- --

Can you think of any greater alternatives than the possibili
ty that a child of God can be 
1) like God., or 
2) so unlike God as to be characterized by the sins mentioned 

in verses 3 and 4? 

These are the Dossibilities -- extreme though they may be! 

A. The six sins which Paul mentions (Eph. 5:3, 4). 

It is necessary sometlmes to be specific, but Paul does 
not go into details. See v. 12. 



(Define the sjx sins 
tongue. ) 

sins of immorality and of the 

In both of these verses Paul specifically states that 
these sins can never be considered as in place when they 
are found in the life of a child of God. 

B. Four personal expressions (Eph. 5:4b-7): 

These four things will help us more than anythin(C else 
as we be(Cin to walk in love so that we may really know 
Hhat it is to shaH the love of God to others. 

1 • The Hay to keep from using your tongue in the wrong 
way: Be thankful! See Eph. 5:4. 

Thankful for ,·,hat? (Relate this to vv. 1, 2. ) 

2. Do not give up one of the first things you learned 
as a child of God (Eph. 5:5). 

"For this ye knoH" is a combination of two Greek 
verbs for know which probably means to know Ex your 
£...WP.. experience. 

This is what brought us to Christ -- the knowledge 
that such people cannot (CO to heaven! AND THIS HAS 
NOT CHlLl'fGED! 

Often the thine;s which you kno>T in YOUT heart without 
having learned them from anyone else are more reli
able than thin!"s which men would teach you. 

3. T>ro warnings (Eph. 5:6, 7). These arE' the third and 
fourth personal expressions. 

a. Do not be deceived (Eph. 5:6). 

Isn't it interesting to see "theVlI'ath of God" 
put along side of th�. 1,ove ,9f God? 

1'lith God two' things are still true: 
1 ) There is no change in right and VlI'ong. The 

La>T of God is behi nd most of ,-,hat Paul has 
been saying in chapters 4 and 5. 

2) Sinners >Till still be punished eternally in 
hell. "The ,.,rath of God" expresses two 
things about God's a tti tude t01vard sin: 
(1) It will not change; (2) It is going 
to be punished in hell. 

There are those who ",ill try to teach you other-



",iRe, either by their ",ords, or by their lives. 
"Let no man deceive you wi·th vain vlOrds .. 1I 

b. "Be not ye, therefore, partakers with them" 
(Eph. 5:7). 

The verb actually means, Do not Eecome 
The possibility remains. 

. . . 

Contrast the use of the word "partakers" with 
its use in Eph. 3:6. 

Concl: Have your ideas of LOVE made you careless and compromis
ing with sin? If so you are not going God's way and can 

never have His blessing as lone' as this continues. 

It might be rather shocking to us that Paul would write to the 
Ephesian believers in this way, but he does! 

These were sins that ,/ere a part of their way of life -- as they 
have become a part of our way of living in America. Nothine 
''lOuld be of more help to our country in this bi-centennial year 
than for those of us who know the Lord to live the way the Lord 
wants us to live. Our problem in this country is not basically 
economic, or one of international relations; it is � moral � 
blem. 

Is there anyone here this mornine: "hose life is described by the 
sins (any of them, or all of them) in verses 3, 4? 

Then it can 
1 ) 
2) 

You are 
You are 

only mean one of two things: 
not saved, and need to be, or 
saved, but are living far, far 

.fuich is it? You know in your own heart. 

What is the answer? 

from the Lord! 

He have it in the first two verses of the chapter. 'Po '/a.lk in 
love "'e have to be like the Lord is. Love and sin never go 
to,o:ether. May the Holy Spirit I"ive us no rest in our souls until 
knowine; the J,ord, ",e make it our aim to be first and al",ays 
pleasing to Him. 



Intro: 

IN ALKT!ITG AS CEnDRi�j, OF I.IGH'P 
Eph. 5:7-14 

As the Apostle Paul describes the life of a Christian 
for us in the 8pistle to the 8phesians, two things are 

- obvious: 
1) The possibilities for sin that are open to a child of God. 
2) The pressures to sin that are continually upon him. 

Add to this the fact that the character of a life that is pleas
ing to God has to be described for each onp. of us. We do not 
just automatically know what it is. Therefore -- our need for 
the vlord of God. 

Our passage this morninp: contrasts two thine'S Ide are all acquain
ted with: darkness and li!';ht. 

Darkness indicates t"l0 things primarily: 
1) .Ig:t:lorance. 

See EDh. 4:18. 
In 1 John 2:11 John speaks of the man who "walketh in 
darlmess, and knoweth not where he goeth, because darkness 
hath blinded his eyes. 
Provo 4:19 is another passap:e I;hich tells us the same 

thinI': "The way of the wicked is as darkness; they Imow 
not at what they stumble." 

'_ 2) Sin. -See 1 John 1: 5-8. 

One who has been saved has been "called • • • out of darkness 
into his marvelous light" (1 Pet. 2:9). That is the reason for 
the instruction we have in our text this morning. 

Here 1"anl Eives � !22. le s s  ,:!;han SIX REASONS why !!2. should walk 
}n the light -- ",hich ",ould be the opposite of "Ialkin,e: in dark
nes"STas described in the tIm points above). 

I. BECAUSE WE ARE COMMANDED TO DO SO (Eph. 9:8) . 

Eo", responsive are ",e to the \<lord of God? Do Ide really ac
cept it as having ultimate authority over our lives? Or do 
"18 ar('11e ",ith it? Do we take it, or leave it? Do ",e pro
mise ourselves that one day we should think about it? HOW 
DO WE TREAT THE \<lORD OF GOD? 

There is no question here as to I;hat God ",ants us to do. 
"\{alk as children of light." 

Listen to Paul's words in Rom. 13:12b, 
"Let us • • • cast off the works of darkness, and let us 
put on the armour of light." 



fJlhere iR no option here; it is a comman.d. 

II. BECAUSE OF THE GREAT CHANGE THAT GOD HAS MADE IN OUR LIVES 
(Eph. 5: 8a). 

We are not only in darkness; we were so closely identified 
with it that we "were once darkness." 

Think about that for a moment! 

But now we are so closely related to the light that it can 
not only be said that we have the light, or 

that we a:re-in the light, 
but now we are light in the Lord -- but only because we are 
"in the Lord"! 

For a person to claim to be a Christian and yet to be living 
in darkness is the greatest of contradictions! 

III. BECAUSE THIS IS TBE NATURE OF SPIRITUAL LIGHT (Eph. 5:9). 

This vers", should read, "The fruit of the light," not "of 
the Spirit," 

1) Because of the best manuscript authority. 
2) Because of the context. 

The chanee ,.,as probably made because of the similarity be
tween this passage <lith "fruit" (singular ) and "works" (v. 
11 - plural) and the same thing in Gal. 5:19 and 22. 

To walk in the light means to walk in: 

1) "Goodness" -- meaning especially purity, but also in
cluding kindness and the like. 

2) "Righteousnesstl -- whi.ch alwaYfl points to measuring up 
to a certain standard or ntle. Here it must be the Word 
of God. 

3) "Truth" -- is fp.ithf"uJ.ness, p-enuineness, consistency. 

IV. BECAUSE THIS ONLY IS "ACCEPTlillLE UNTO THE LORD" (Eph. 5: 10). 

A part of our ignorance and sin ",as that our lives ",ere cen
tered i�n doing what "e "anted to do. As the "children of 
light," we are to anprove throul(h testing and trial that 
"'hich pleases God! 

As "8 do this, ",e realize that His 1'lay is far better than 
ours ever was -- or could be! 

V. BECAUSE THIS IS OUR GREATEST DEFENSE AGAINST SIN (Eph. 5:11). 

Remember Paul's "ord i.n Rom. 12: 21, "Be not overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good." 



hI \ 

A vacuum cannot he left in Ol1r 1 ives. Yon c:::'!.nnot t�,kf? 8"1,,r3}1 
wi thout replacing that v,hich ,ras taken mray with something 
else. Or that which was taken away wHl return. 

Note the exnression: "the unfruitful works of darkness." 

It is not that they are "unfruitful" at all, but that they 
are never c8;pable of bri,nro;in:?:, to lJS that "I,.,rhich ",e are really 
lookine.: for in life. 

The only ,ray we can be kent from 8i n j s throu/"h ,;alkine' tn 
the light. And this has to be "in the Lord" (v. 8). 

Finally, and most of the passaGe seems to be nointinG in this 
direction (as we have seen in vv. 3-6), 

VI. BECAUSE THIS IS THE LORD'S WAY OF REACHING THOSE WHO ARE IN 

DARKNESS (Eph. 5:11-14). 

"'hat is our relationship to the Horld -- to those "ho are 
still in darkness? 

He are not to have "fello;rship" vii th them ("hich means part i.
cipati on) , but "e are to "reprove them." 

"Reprove" i R identically the 8ame "TOrd that is URen in .John 
1fi:R. ( Turn to th8 passaGe in John and sho", the emphasis 
upon, "unto you.lI) 

,·Ie are to .<:2Snos�, t". convict , to rebuke. 

But hm,,? Are "Ie to become familiar ,ri th all that they are 
doinl: so that "e knol·r aU of the horrible details? 

ABSOWTELY NOT! 

Such a thine: is a shame, anil exnoses us to the dane:ers of 
sin. 

HERE IT IS: vIE CONVICT PFJOPLE: ,{HEN WE WAlK IN THE LIGHT! --- -- -- - ---- ----- --- - -_ . . - ._- .-

It iR the light that exposes, not more darkness! 

I.ook at v. 13.  Charles Hod!,:e /"i veR us thf' meaninr; of thi s 
Dflssaf"e when he says, 

"He (Paul) does not say 'Reprove evil, for you are Iteht, ' 
but, 'Repr.ove evil, foT' evil when reuroved by lip:ht is 
maniff'st, and ,·,hen mantfest, it is light, ' that is, it is 
chanGed into light, or correcteil" (p. 103). 

The NASB says, "But all things become visible "hen they are 



e>C(1f'1SAn t.o the liFl'ht � for �veY'y-l�hinp: that hecomes visible is 
liGht. " 

And the Old Testament encourap:es such a hODe for those who 
are darkness and are .�� darkness! (Read v. 14 -- probably 
a 81Jmmarization from sevE!l'al OT nassages, which the Holy 
Sptrit has a Derfect rieht to do! ) 

Concl: The sanctification of believers leads to the salvation 
of those ,'rho are lost in sin. 

Cf. Matt. 5: 14-16. 



'vALKTNr, CAR ,,:FULL Y 
Eph. 5: 15-21 

Int-ro: I trust that the Spirit of God is ,o;ettinp; throup;h to each 
one of us in these thin,'Os that relate to the lives we 

live, here in Eph. 4 and 'i! 

As Paul comes to a close of his descrintion of our walk , our 
lives, as described i.n these two chapters, the burden that is on 
his heart has to do with the people of the '"orld who are Hi thout 
Christ. Wh'2. do. ;Y:01!o .kEo;1 of r-r'om )'l'I' time<:< who � � .£oncerned, 
or who wa§. used mor� in rea-chine the -'leonle of the Horld, than 
the �.le. Paul .�1 ,Ie are not reading the words of a man who 
,TaS content "i th theory, but one 1>lho had seen hundreds of people 
turn in faith to the Lord Jesus Chri.st. He had seen churches 
established all over the Roman Einpire. Therefore, he is one who 
is worth hearing. 

All through his discussion of our walk the one thin,O' that he in
F:i8tS on is that we must be most concerned a.bout pleasing God. 
THE IMPOR'rAN'r THING FOR US TO NOTICE AS WJ<J COME TO THIS PART OF 
THE BOOK WHERE HE IS TALKING ABOUT OUR WITNESS TO THE WORLD THAT 
HI_� EMPHASIS DOES !rz.� CHANGE! In reachinp; men 1<ith the Gospel 
1<e still must be most concerned about livinll' a life that ,.,ill 
please God. 

Is this really ree:isterinp; in your o,m hreart? 

,Ie seem to have forp;otten this. Some have never learned it. It 
is not, the sort of teachinr: that "e hear today. The emphasis is 
more upon doinl' thi.ngs as much like the "orld as 1<e can so that 
in their 01<D 1<ay vie can reach them. This is not ."'hat the !!::postle 
Paul }� teachin� here! 

Instead, the first thinle<' ",e have in our text 1<e might call, 

I. THE PERIL OF EVANGELISM (Eph. 5:15a ). 

1'her" are real dangers confrontine: the child of God 1<hen it 
comes to reaching people with the Gospel. That is "hat this 
verse means. rrhe warning is in the word, "See"! It means 
be"are , look out , there is danger ahead, you are moving into 
enemy territory. It means that 1<hile you are trying to 
save people from the hands of the Enemy, the Enemy is going 
to be trying to Cet you. He has placed land mines in the 
path 1<hich v';.ll discharge 1<hen you put your foot on them. 

This is the reason Paul says, "Hatch your step. Walk circum
spectly. 1,lalk carefully. The Enemy may get you ",hile you 
are trying to e:et him!" 

If 1.'1e are going to win people to Chri�t, we need to be av.Tare 



of the :rj,sks involved and make adeouate; nrena:ration. 

(?I . , 

Paul is ,o:ettinp; us ready for that which is coming in chanter 
6, beg-inning- with verse 10. There are no greater risks in 
any warfare than there are in seeking- to reach neonle with 
the Gospel of Christ. 

The risks are the highest for one who has just been saved. 

But they are equally hip:h for a child of God Hho is not 
really walkinr; in fellOl,ship Hi th the I,ord. 

There have been many who have been pulled, down into sin 
again as they have been seeking to lead others to Christ. 

No", notice, Your greatest safep:uard i.A in the Hay you Halk, 
in the ;ray you live, in the methods that touoh your life as 
you seek to see other peonle saved! 

II. TIlE REASONS FOR TIlE WARNING (Eph. 5:15b, 16). 

There are three of them here. 

A. Because of the difference there is (and ahrays will be) 
bet'·18en a person "'ho is a Christian, as compared Hi th 
one Hho is not. 

A fool is a person Hho does not have, or does not knOH, 
or is not obedient to, the Word of God. A ""'ise" person 
is one Hho knoHs the truth; who believes the truth, and 
Hhose life has been changed by the truth. 

In other Hords, one is a Christian; the other is not! 

If you know the I,ord, you are different and you must live 
jn a completely different I1ay from one "rho does no know 
the Lord. And Paul Hrites this in the context of tell
ine: the Ephesian believers ho," to reach Ephesians who 
do not knol1 the Lord as their Savior. 

Now -- as strange as it may seem, such teaching as this 
immediately raises all kinds of controversy among pro
fessine; Christians, especially in our day today. There 
is strong support today. for the teaching that I1e need to 
become just as much like the non-Christian as He can so 
as to make him comfortable in order that he will listen 
to Hhat ",e have to say. Ana, they say, 

"But ,·,hat about 1 Corinthians 9: 19-23?" 

l,et us look at it. And we need to keen three things in 
mind: 
1) The meaning of the passage itself. 



2) 'T!he an.ded lie'ht C'iven by tnt.? eontext. See the re
mainder of the chapter. 

3) The harmony of this passage and the rest of the NT 
teaching. 

l!1e must conclude that Rom. 12:1, 2 and 2 Cor. 6:17, 18 
are ,just as necessary in evangelism as in our fellowship 
;lith the Lord or anything else that affects our lives 
as believers! 

A second reason for the�rning: 

B. Because there are special times when Our testimony will 
be especially needed (Eph. 4:16a ). 

Paul is not saying primarily here that ;Ie as Christians 
should not waste time (although that also is certainly 
true ) . He is referring instead to the fact that in the 
work of reaching people with the Gospel there are times 
"hen the Lord Ivill be working with people in a particu
lar way. They may be watching us and we need to be pre
ared for such a time. 

The Lord is directing the "Iarfare -- we are not! See 
how this entered into Paul's missionary journeys in the 
book of Acts -- getting to to the rirht place at the 
right time to be with the right people! 

This is illustrated in the ministry of our Lord -- when 
He spoke to the woman at the well (as recorded in John 
4). 

I!le do not know when we will come upon such opportunities 
and this is the reason that ,Ie have to be �alking care
fully all of the time! 

C. "Because the deys are evil" (Eph. 5:16b). 

See Eph. 6:13, "the evil day," 
or the wicked one, the Devil. 
He is the Evil One. ------

and 6:16, "the wicked," 
But the root is the same. 

l1e do not liye i" good days. They are corrupt days, and 
CORRUPTING days. Consequently, they are full of tragedy 
and peril. Dangers confront us on every side. Ruin and 
heartache are the order of the day! 

The world .has !lot changed -- and it will not change lill
til the Lord creates a new heaven and a new earth. life 
ar� j.n �Eemy territory! 

III. 'l'HE SOLUTION (Eph. 5: 17) • 



Thi.'l. yj>yse ileserves to E.§. the. life verse of every child of 
.�.A i� every .l£ene_"ation. What heartache we ,TOuld avoid, and 
"'hat blessi� � ",ould receive, if this � � goal! 

Remember that this has to do with evangelism which is our 
warfare. 

Let me point out four things of importance: 

A. My primary concern needs to be "the will of the Lord" 
not my will, not the will of other Christians, not 

the will of the world, BUT THE WILL OF THE LORD. 

B. The will of God can only be found in the Word of God. 

Do you really believe that? 

C. We are naturally ignorant of the will of God. It is 
something that He need to learn. 

D. We must put it altogether -- which is the meaning of 
understand. 

Concl: 

Are you 
obeying 

As 'de d.o, there "'ill be �Q overflo", -- and. we Hill take 
that un next time in verses 18-21. These are the re
sults "'hen a person gives himself to the Word of God, 
seekin", to knml the will of God.! 

What are you doing in your life on a regular basis to 
I"et more and more acauainted with "the ,.,ill of God"? . . 

reading the "ford? Do you really believe it? Are you 
it? Is it the one thine: that d.etermines how you live? 

Do you cr:,' out to God for understandinl';? Do you ]mm, tha.t the 
f[oly SpirIt has been ",iven to you to "guide you into all truth"? 
Is 'aleasing God mo-re important to you than nleasi.ng yourself, or 
than nleasing other people? Are you willing to stand alone, if 
need be, to do the Hill of God? 

For those of you who have recently received Christ, learn to 
check everything by the 110rd. Don't let older Christians force 
you into the battle before you have some basic training. How 
lone that Hill take, the J,ord "IHI shaH you. .But the first 
nriority. is to. :understand th�. Hill of God! It is a subject that 
you will never exhaust, but there are certain basic truths that 
you must start wi.th. 

Do "'e ",ant to see the Lorn's blessing as a Church in reachinl" 
Portland ,dth the Gespel? Then here is where we must start, and 
this is the way we must continue. May God teach and lead us to 
do His will that we may see great victories in His Name! 
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WHO IS FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
Eph. 5:18-21 

Intro: A tremendously important subject as is our relation-
ship to each member of the Godhead! 

We will concentrate this morning on Eph. 5:18. 

We will do it in this way: 

2
1 ) First , making sure that we understand the verse itself. 

) Second, the context: 
a) The verses which immediately precede verse 18. 
b ) Other references to the Holy Spirit in the book of 

Ephesians. 
3) Third, related passages of Scripture which are found in 

other parts of the New Testament in particular. 

1. THE VERSE ITSELF: EPHESIANS 5:  18. 

A. It has to do with believers. 

Only believers have the Holy Spirit living in them. 

B. The verse presents two possibilities -- for the child of 
God. 

Yes, a Christian can get drunk. 

C. One of these possibilities is forbidden; the other is 
commanded. 

If you as a Christian ever get under the influence of 
wine (or any other intoxicating drink) , you are violating 
the will of God. You are out of the will of God. 

On the other hand, if ycu are not filled with the Holy 
Spirit, you are just as much in violation of the will of 
God! 

"excess n or 
D. Notice the word, "riot:" It is really the key to the 

verse. 

It will help us to note that it is the same root as the 
word which is used to describe the life of 1h! prodigal 
.!!2!! in Luke 15:13, "riotous living. " 

Interestingly this word comes from the same root as the 
word, salvation. But it has an "a" (alpha) in front of 
it, &.." w , 10.., which is one way the Greeks made a nega
tive out of a word -- like we do with the word, arnillen
nialism, which means � millennium. "Riot" is not .!!!!= 
ing, or wasteful, destructive, throwins away. 
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This makes us see that the question that Paul has in 
mind is � question !! control. A man who is drunk 
with wine looses oontrol of himself -- his speech, his 
emotions, his judgment -- everything! 

On the other hand (and in· a good sense), a believer who 
is "filled with the Spirit" comes under the control of 
the Spirit so that he i!l. enabled to � things .!!!!i � 
could never do otherwise I 

Verses 19-21 will illustrate this for us. 

But now the question oomes up, How does a ohild of God come 
under the controlling power !! the Holy Spirit? - - -

Obviously there must be a yieldiAg on his part to the Holy 
Spirit, but just what does this mean? 

Are we just to pray and expect that we will be filled as a re
su! t of our praying? 

Note two things: 
1 )  Nothing is said about praying for the filling of the Holy 

Spirit in this passage! 
2) Nowhere in the Bible do you find that we are exhorted to 

pray for the filling of the Holy Spirit. 

Note also: Nothing is said here about speaking in tongues as 
an evidenoe that we are filled with the Holy Spirit! 

How are we filled with the Holy Spirit? "A text without the 
oontext is a pretext." Therefore, let us look first at • • •  

II. THE CONTEXT OF EPHESIANS 5: 18: 

A. The verses whioh immediately preoede our text. 

This takes us back to Eph. 5: 15-17. Two things stand 
out: 

1. We are to be walking aoourately, oarefully, aooord
ing to some rule. See verse 15. 

Obviously the one and only guide for our walk, our 
lives, is the Word of God. 

2. We are to understand "what the will of the Lord is" 
(Eph. 5: 17) . 

'rhe only place that we oan learn the will of God is 
in the Word of God. 
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Thus, we establish <\;.vital· connection between the Word 
of God and the dootrine of the filling of the Spirit. 

But now let us look at • • • 

B. Other referenoes to the Holy Spirit in the book of 
Ephesians. 

There are 12 in all, but we will look at just three to 
see the conneotion between the Holy Spirit and the Word. 

1. Eph. 1:17. He is the Teaoher of the Word. 

2. Eph. 3:5. He is the Revealer of the Word. 

3. Eph. 6:17. The Word of God is "the sword of the 
Spirit." 

Thus , it  becomes clearer and olearer that you oannot expect 
to come under the controlling power of the Holy Spirit with
out being pre-eminently involved with the Word of Godl 

But -- does the New Testament support this teaching? Let us now 
look at • • •  

III. RELATED PASSAGES IN OTHER PARTS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT: 

A. One of the key passages on the inspiration of Soripture: 
2 Pet. 1:20, 21. 

B. The parallel passage in Col. 3:16. This is a very con
vincing verse -- which places the meaning of Eph. 5:18 
beyond any doubt whatever. 

C.  In the Gospel of John: 14:26; 15, 26, 27; 16:12-15. 

D. In the book of Acts. There are two passages that are 
especially important: 

1. Acts 2:4, 11b-16. 

2. Acts 4:23-31. 

Concl: Our answer now is very clear. No one can be filled with 
the Spirit of God unless he is filled with the Word of 

God. The Spirit of God controls us and directs us by the Word 
and always acoording to the Word. If anything is oontrary to 
the Word, it cannot be of the Spirit. 

What are you doing about l earning what is in the Word? The Holy 
Spirit will teach you. He will remind you. He will strengthen 
you -- so that the Word will control you in  every step you take. 
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Are you reading it? Is the Word the most important and strongest 
influence in your life? Does the Word of God settle things for 
you? Are you conscious right now of things in your life that 
are contrary to the Word of God? 

If you are not filled with the Word you cannot be filled with 
the Spirit. And if you are not filled with the Spirit, you are 
living in disobedience to God. This, in turn, can breed count
less other sins and troubles in your life. 

Nothing is more important than for us to get into this relation
ship with the Spirit of God -- and stay there! 
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THE MARKS OF A SPIRIT-FILLED MAN 
Eph. 5118-21 

Introl This, of course, applies equally to women, to young 
people, and even to children. Cf. the case of John, the 

Baptist, "filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's 
wOlI.b" (Luke 1115b). TlUs was obviously a special case. 

A Spirit-filled child of God is one who has co.e under the con
trolling power of the Holy Spirit. He is a person who doea what 
the Spirit of God wants hi. to do, but he is also a person who 
does the will of the Spirit in the power of the Spirit! 

While there are conditions laid out in the Word of God co.oern
ing how we are filled with the Spirit of God, yet no one is able 
to prediot what the Holy Spirit � see fit to do at any time 
through one who is Spirit-filled. Jonathan Edwards,who minister
ed in the early 1700 '& in New England, tells in his book, A 
Narrative of Surprising Conversions, how "God in se remarkable 
a manner took the work into His own hands" (p. 16).  

There are many thincs about the work of the Spirit of God whioh 
oannot be planned. His work is, in many respects, unprediot
able! 

Who oould have antioipated what happened in the boek of Aots? 

Cf. John 14:12-14; Eph. 3: 20, 21; Jer. 33: 3 

In dealing with our text this morning we need to reoognize that 
� ill of � marks ef = Spirit-filled Christian � given in 
�� passage. Therefore, I intend to point out from what 
we have here in Ephesians, as well aa from other parts of the 

Werd of God, what some of the other marks of a Spirit-filled 
Christian are. 

Then -- we will come baok to Ephesians 5:19-21. 

Here are the more proll.inent .arks, or evidences, the signs, of a 
Spirit-filled Christian: 
1 )  He is one who gives priority and pre-eminence to the Word of 

God. He believes it. He obeys it. He is more oonoerned 
about the Word than he is anything else. And he is oontin
ually growing in his understanding ef the Word. There is 
no stereotyped handling of the Werd of God. You do not hear 
the same things in the same � ever ani over. Instead, 
there is a growing, an enrichment, of a Spirit-filled be
livers relationship to the Word of God and his understanding 
of the Werd. 

Hew long could you pray the prayer of Eph. 1:15 ff. for a 
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particular child of God? The answer: As long as he livesl 
Vie will only grew aad our faith will only grow as l .. g as 
our knowledge of the Werd increases. 

2 )  Closely paralleling his e.phasis on the Werd, the Spirit
filled Christian will be marked by his love for the Lord 
Jens Christ. Yeu will net be ableTe talk to hii""very long 
before he will be speaking to you about the Savier. 
He deligats in fellowship with the Lerd. He loves to hear 
about Him, to learn of Him -- Who He is, what He has done 
and is deing, and all about His coRing. Cf. en this latter 
pOint, Eph. 1:18 -- the first request. 
Prayer. See this in the early Church. 
continually. It was their main work. 
20. 

1.'b.ey were praying 
Cf. Eph. 6:18; Jude 

For a Spirit-filled Christian, pr�er is not just a part ef 
his life and werk; it is his life amd it is his work. 
Prayer always precedes any great work ef a.d, and it always 
centinues en as a vital part ef that work. 
Cf. Meses in Ex. 18:19. 

4 )  HCIlliness!!. ill!., spiritual ill!. -- which always means "the 
fruit of the Spirit" in Gal. 5:22, 23. 
If you are filled with the Hely Spirit, you are geiag te be 
a hely persen. 1.'b.ere will be an inoreasiKg sensitiveness to 
sin, and an abherrence of it. There will be a greater and 
greater lenging te be like the Lord Jesus Hiaself. 
Cf. Eph. 3:1 6. 

5) Dependenoe upen the�. You will find a grewing distrust 
of self -- ef a persen's own wisdom. He will be looking to 
the Lord fer unierstanding, fer guidanoe (of. Eph. 5:17), 
and for blessing. 
And the Spirit-filled Christian will be given guidanoe and 
wisde. by the Spirit of God -- a wisde. that he oeuld never 
have in himself. 

6 )  Power � boldness � witnessing. See Acts 4131-33. 
This can mean eppositien and even death, as it did in Ste
phen's case. Nete what is said about hi. in Acts 6:3, 5, 8, 
1 5; 7:54-60. 
A tragic defeat? NO! See the suggestien in Acts 7:58b, and 
then read Acts 22:201 Ome un la18. dewn lais life as the 
Spirit of a.d reached eut te touch the life of the maD whe 
was te be used ef a.d as ne ether has been! 
For us? Acts 1:8 tells the same stery. 

7 )  The filling of the Spirit transforms our relatienehip with 
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other believers. Then we see fellewship, oneness (unity), 
and�. Cf. Eph. 4:1-3; Aots 2:41- 47. 

Now -- te leek at our text! 

Paul here �ives three evidenoes that a ohild of God is filled 
with the Hely Spirit -- one in eaoh ef these three verses: 19, 
20, and 21 . 

They are: 
1 )  Joy -- whioh is 
2) Thanksgiving--

a) The ability 
b) The thought 

3) Subussion. 

I. JOY (Eph. 5:19). 

expressed in singing! 
amd suoh thanksgiving that runs beyond 
er man. 
of 1IB.Il. 

This is one ef the paraiexes of the spiritual life -- that 
joy csmes from surrender to God, te the Hely Spirit. We 
expeot that it will mean just the eppesite. 

Think hew little there is ef true jey in the world, even 
among believers. 

The Devil always has seme way of oounterfeiting, or pervert
ing, the things of the Lord -- things which the Lord made 
possible for His own glory. 

Nowhere is this perversion more obvieus than in musio. And 
this has beoome one ef the .ost divisive areas in the Church 
tcday. 

The tendency of the Church almost always has been to millie 
the world. The world often has more of an influenoe upon 
what is going on in the Churoh than Ced dees through His 
Werd! Yeu OBB always find the present trends in the werld 
shewing up in the Church. Almest always they are met with 
a warJI respense, and eft en with numerioal iJ!lorease. 

But the questien for these whe are conoerned about the 
blessing of Ged amd the fulness of the Spirit is this: 
WHAT DOES THE � OF illm .§!l ABOUT MUSIC -- if anything? 

The answer is that it says plenty -- more abGut music than 
it does about most other things. 

The fact that Paul mentions it first in this passage is evi
dence ef its tremendeus impertance. This is given further 
support frem the fact that the longest b.ek in the Bible is 
the Psalms -- the bymnboek of Israel, ami the be.k to serve 
as a guide for the Church. 
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What Paul is really saying here is this: IF YOU ARE FILLED 
WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, IT IS GOING TO BE SEEN IN YOUR APPRE
CIATION OF MUSIC. There is going to be JOY im your heart 
that you have never known berere, a joy that will be expres .. 
eO. in singing. The question is: What kind or musio, and 
what kind er singing? 
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THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT IN US 
Eph. 5:18-21 

Intro: In the past three Sundays I have sought to establish 
three things concerning the rilling or the Spirit: 

1) It .eans to be brought under the control or the Spirit ef 
or God. This never will be absolute in this life, but it is 
a control that is to become progressively stronger the long
er we live. 

2) The Spirit of God exercises His centrol over us through the 
Word or God. The more we give ourselves to reading the 
Word, to believing it, to obeying it, tae more we cam expect 
the blessing of the Spirit or God in our lives. 

3) Speaking or blessings, the third thing that we have noticed 
is that the blessings are not liaited to what we have here 
in Ephesians 5. We have gone to aamy other passages of 
Scripture to see other blessings that we will have in at.i
tion t. what we have here. 

This morning wo want t. look at the specific blessings which the 
Apostle Paul mentions in our text. There are three: 
1 � Singimg. 
2 Giving thanks. 
3 Submitting. 

These are three outstanding evidences that a child or God is 
Spirit-filled. 

I. "SINGING" (Eph. 5:19) . 

Paul does several things in this verse: 
1) He tells us that singing is an evidence .f being filled 

with the Spirit. 
2 He tells us what singing is. 
3 He tells us what we are t;-sing. 
4 He tells us il.'itwe are to sing. 
5 He tells us fir wh ... we are te sing. 
6 He tells us to wao. we are t. sing. 

Obviously singing is very important in the lives of God's 
people because there is a great deal in Scripture about sing
ing. The longest .!?!.!£ in .:!:!!! Bible i! lli .!!!!( .!?!.!£ of 
Israel: tlile Psalms. 

And it is 
singing. 
the two. 

But tae world also sings. 
be perverted by the world'. 
able t. distinguish betweem 

There is a plaoe for: 

eaw,r for our singing t. 
Everybody ought to be 

1) Love songs. Not seductive, sensuous, but wholesome. 
2) Fan songs. ::,) 1':3.-"''''·'0-1::><... :':>"''<-£,5. 
But there is a difference when we sing "to the Lord." 



Let us notice our text: 

A. Why are we tID sing? 

Paul say s , "Speaking to yourselves , "  
In Col. 3:1 6  Paul says it this way: 
monishing one another • • •  " 
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or, t .  each other. 
"Teaching and ad-

Singing is a meus of cCI>maunication. But even more : it 
is a means of spiritual Ilililiatry. A ainistry that we 
have to each .ther. 

Wh. cannot testify, who has been t. church very much, of 
the blessings received: 
1) Through hearing a large group of the Lort' s people 

Bing? 
2 )  Through the WOHS that are sung. 

Illus . :  Hearing Te Ged Be The Glery in Vancouver, B. C .  

We do not sing for the world; we sing for the Lort ant 
for the Lort' s people, for each other I If we keep this 
in aint we will be spared a let of aistakes. 

B. What are we to sing? 

Here Paul is very specific ,  and the implication is that 
he needs to be because it is easy for the people of Ged 
to get away from the will of God in their singing. 

He mentions three types of singing: "psalms , hymns, and 
spiritual sengs . "  

What does he aeam? 

1 .  "Psal.s. "  

There is no question what is meant here . He is 
speaking of that book of the Bible which earries thil 
title. These are the divinely inspired sOBgS of 
Israel and the Church. You will liIever go wrong if 
you stay just as olose to them as you ou. 

Reat thea. Notice what they say. Notice hew they 
say it. 

IHus: Spurgeon I S  "0= Own Hyanbook" in which the 
first songs are the I:IyJms. 

Also: The Seottish Psalter. 

There was a tiae when the Lord ' s  people felt that to 
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sing anything but the Psalms was heresy. This was 
net right <as Eph. 5s 1 9  indicates) , but it weuld 
have been far better te err in that extreme thaD te 
have gene as we UTe . 

Hew stramge it is that the justifioatien that is 
given fer the wild music that yeu eften hear in 
churches is that it is !!.. .1!!!. Spirit ! 

.2. "HyBns. "  

This i s  music that i s  Ged-centeredl 

Have yeu ever net iced hew .uch ef eur .usic is aan
centered? 

These ebvieusly are songs written after the Pgalms 
were written, but oarrying on the saae empusis -

keeping the Lerd pre-eminent! 

3. "Spiritual songs . "  

!ae very tera limks it with the Hely Spirit ,  and te 
link it with the Rely Spirit limks it with the Wert. 

But semehew we have getten the idea that as leng as 
the message is right , it makes ne difference what 
the IlUsie is. 

If there is ene thing that stands eut in the New 
Testaaent it is that there is a difference between 

The Spirit ef God and the flesh. 
The things ef Ged and the things ef 1Wl. 

In eur music teday we have tried te ce.bine the twe, 
and it is worse than trying te ce.bine e11 and water. 
Christiaa music is net Christian werds set te .usie 
that has come straight fro. the world. It is music 
that is distinctly different all the way threugh -
net written fer man ' s  approval, but written fer the 
glery of Ged and priaarily for the blessing ef His 
peeple. As in the ministry of the Werd ef Ged, let 
us be the saae about our music -- giving people 
what they need, net just what they think they want . 

Oh, dear young people, ao net cheat yourselves b7 
neglecting the great music .f the Church -- mest of 
it from the past, although se.e from the present. 
You will be robbing yourselves ef that which is gei� 
te mean the most t. you in your relationship with the 
Lerd. 
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What kind of musio do you listen to all week? 

One thing is sure: When the Holy Spirit gains oon
trol of sur lives it is geing to affest what we en
joy in music. 

C. How are we to sing? 

"In your heart." It has to be real. The Lora. wants te 
know that we lIlean what we sing. Perhaps we ti. the wrong 
thing te Blake everybody sing. 

D .  To wh.m do we sing? 

1 .  "To" each other -- f.r teaching, aillll.D.ition, edifi
cation. 

But also 

2. "'I'e the Lord" -- fsr His glory and honor aDd praise. 

If our singing does not meet these two qualifications, 
it oannot be from the Spirit of God. 

_ II. "GIVING THANKS. " 

'!'he Spirit of God will make us oonscious of our blessings. 
Cf. Jas. 1 :  1 7 .  "Every good gift and every perfect gift • • ." 

A. The details: 

1 .  When? "Always. " 

2. For what? "For all things . " 

3· To whom? "Unto God and the Father. "  

4. How? "In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ . "  

This brings us down to the smallest details of our lives. 
But it also inoludes the things that we do not like as 
well as the things we do like. 

Illus . :  '!'he couple next to us in the restauraDt -

handsollle ,  healthy, with means (money aDd oar 
plus many ether things) -- and they deve right 
inte their food without ever giving God thanks 
for uything l 

B. In the book of Ephesians : 
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1 • Eph. 1 :  3 ff. 

2. Eph. 1 :  1 6. 

3 .  Eph. 3 : 20, 21 . 

4· Eph. 5 :4. 

"SUBMITTING. " 

This meaas that there is ping b be a brokenness, a yielded
ness about a Spirit-filled Christian that you will not find 
in mest. 

wnUaa Gu:rnaJ.l in his beak, 1M Christian .!.!a Complete 
Armour, tells about seeing a tombstone on which were engrav
ed these words, 

"Here lies one against his will . "  
We do not want to live the � the Lord wants us to live, 
and when it comes time to die, we are not in agreement with 
that either! There are some pe.ple the Lard i& never able 
tell please. 

Or, we might not object to submitting ourselves to the Lard, 
but wa do not like " submitting" ourselves "ene to another. "  

These words mean that "Christ" (the better reating) is in 
full command. He can be trusted -- as Abraham learne. in 
Genesis 1 3  when he let Let have the first choice. 

A. Some reasons for submitting: 

1 .  Eph. 1 :  1 1 .  

2 .  Eph. 1 : 1 9-23. 

3. Eph. 2 : 1 0. 

4. Eph. 2 : 20-22. 

B .  The people who must learn it: 

1 .  Wives (Epa. 5 : 22 ) .  

2 .  Children (Eph. 6 : 1 ) .  

3 .  Servants (Eph. 6 : 5-8 ) .  

But alse: 

4. Husbands and fathers. What called for greater sub
.ission than for Christ to manifest His love for us? 



Eph. 5 : 1 8-21 (6) 

5. Masters (Eph. 6:9)  -- beoause they have a Master in 
heaven, ana they must be submissive to Rial 

Conol: Our Lord ' s  woris t. the TWelve following the request of 
the .other of James and John. See Matt. 20: 20-29. 

Cf. also Phil. 2 : 1-1 1 .  
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THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE HOME 
Eph. 5:22-33 

Intro: We oome t. a new division in the book of Ephesians. 

All that Paul has been teaching is now to be focused upon the 
home -- the place !,f eeateat E!!! � JUteriea teta:rl 

--

What do we see when we look eut upen our oity and our oountry 
ted�? 
1 )  Unhappy faailies -- dissatisfied married oouples. 
2) Broken hemes -- diveroe is a w� of life in !aerioa, and 

inoreasing at an alaraing rate. 
3) Ceuples living tegether and having ohildren -- with ne 

marriage. 
4 )  Methers raising ohildren in hoaes where there is ne father 

or husband. 

WHY? 

Beoause : 
1 )  We have 
2) We have 

turned away fre. God. 
rej eoted His Werd. 

But with all of our supposed wisdom and with all ef the oeunsel
ing that is being done, we have not improved upon so.e obvious 
thi�whioh we find in the Soriptures :  
1 )  That !Ian was created by God. 
2)  That IIam was oreated a s  male and fellale so that we could 

have marriage, homes, and faailies. 
3 )  That, since the above are true, only Ged can tell us what a 

hoae is and hew it is to funotion. 

BUT WITH ALL THAT CAN BE SAID ABOUT THE WORLD AND ITS PROBLEMS, 
THE MOST ALARMING SITUATION THAT WE HAVE TODAY IS TO BE SEEN IN 
THE WAY THE CHURCH, THE PEOPLE OF GOD, HAVE BEEN AFFECTED BY THE 
SAME PROBLEMS. 

As we look at all of these things, and as we oome tod� t. this 
seotion of Soripture in Ephesians, I want, first of all, t. ask: 

I .  SOME BASIC QUESTIONS -- questiens which we all need t. ask, 
basic que stiens, persenal questiens, questions which will 
determine hew much profit we are going t. reoeive frea the 
verses ahead. 

A. The first question: Do you believe the Bible to be the 
Word of G0d? 

The way yeu answer this question will deteraine the ia
portanoe you will give t. what we are geing to see. If 
you de, • • •  If yeu do net, are yeu really Bure? Have 



Eph. 5 : 22-33, I (2)  

you honestly investigate. this tremendously important 
question? 

B. Question #2: De yeu believe that the Word ef God is 
right? Are you willing to accept what is taU€ht here 
without argument? Can yeu get better ·help anyplace else? 

Do yeu argue with the Lord, or does the Word of God 
settle things for you? 

C. Question #3 : Dc you believe that Ged has teld us all 
that we need te kncw about being husbands and wives and 
children? 

Cf. 2 Pet. 1 : 3-21 -- esp. v. 3. 

We live in a � of seminars • • • 

D. Question #4: Do yeu believe that we can do what God 
tells us to do in His Word? 

Is it possible for a wife to be submissive • • •  ? Is 
it possible for a husband te love his wife as • • • ? 

Obviously, the standard is eut of eur reach. Is it 
attainable? 

If yeu can answer theee fGur questions with a !!!, then you 
are ready te go ahead. If not, yeu have some probleas to 
settle in your own mind and heart. 

As we move en, let us notioe as our second major eaphasis this 
morning, 

II . THE BACKGROUND OF OUR TEXT. 

�te obvieusly Paul does not begin this Epistle with the 
truth that we have here in chapter 5. He has been talking 
abGut other things, leading up to this. Fre. the Epistle 
itself, what kind of a person is Paul airessing here in ch. 
5 when we consider the things that we have been considering 
up to this point? 

Let me point eut at least 7 things fro. the first 4! chap
ters -- things whioh describe what a weman should be before 
she beco.es a wife, and things which describe what a man 
should be befere he becoaes a husband. 

Paul is writing te: 

A. Christians -- the people of God, believers,  "saints" 
(1 : 1 ) .  The Lord never expected .en to live without Him. 
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What is a Christian? If I were not a Christian, and I 
wanted to be, what would you tell me to do, and why? 

B. Instructed believers -- those who have been taught the 
truths of the Vord of God. 

This is what Paul always cUd, ani what he has been oiloing 
in this Epistle fro. the very be«inning of the bo.k -
TEACHING! 

C .  Assured believers. Paul i s  aiming at convincing the 
pe.ple of Gooil of the truths of the Werd .f Ged se that 
they can have confidence, a.surance. 

D. Grewing believers. Cf. 1 : 17 ;  41 1 5. 

E. Hopeful believers -- tho.e who are meving toward eter
nity with a realization ef what is aheaci. 

Cf. 1 1 18; 4:4. 

F. Obedient believers. This emphasis begins in chapter 4 
and comes right up to eur text. It has to de wi th � 
�, .!E lives. 

G. Trusting believers . They were not oileing it on their 
own. They were "faithful in Christ Jesus" ( 1 1 1 ) .  

The first part ef Ephesians speaks of the spiritual prepara
tion fer marriage -- things which we find are almest totally 
neglected. 

But let us leok at one ether thing by way ef introduction te our 
passa«e this merning as we spend several Sundays oonsidering the 
instruotions whioh Paul gives us. 

Let us loek at Paul himself. How can he help a Paster te knew 
what he sheuld be deing to help his peeple concerning marriage 
and. the h.me? How does llIe «lve help to a SuJItaay Scheel teacher? 
What can a father and .other learn fre. Ephesians which will 
help them prepare their ohilcl.ren fer ' aarriage? 

III . THE EXAMPLE OF PAUL. 

A. He was teaching the. --

B. He was praying for the •• 

C .  He was encouraging them. 

teaching them the Word of 

See 1 : 1 5-23; 3 1 1 3-21 . 

D. He was an example to them. Cf. 3: 1-12 ;  Phil. 41 9; 
1 1 : 1 .  

GOld. 

1 Cer. 
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C.ncl: Wherever you may be in life t.day, whatever yeux circum-
stances � be, whatever aistakes � have been .ade, 

whatever the iapessiblities are that you face -- whether Teu are 
single er married or div.rced; whether yau are having treuble er 
are net having trouble (for the •• aent) -- whatever the condi
tiens are, DO NOT FAIL '1'0 GIVE YOUR PRIMARY ATTENTION '1'0 THE 
THINGS THA'l' WE HAVE SEEN THIS MORNING -- THINGS WHICH WE CAN SEE 
IN EPHESIANS ALONE AS FORMING THE FOUNDATION FOR A LIFE AND HOME 
RELATIONSHIPS THAT ABE PLEASING TO THE LORD. 

The answer is here! Let there be no question abeut it. And it 
is all here. If we will only let the Spirit of Ged de His werk 
in eur hearts,  yielding aurselves t. His power and to His will, 
life can be net only what we want it te be, but it can be like 
God wants it to be! See 3: 20, 21 . 
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WHY MUST WE SUBMIT? 
Eph. 5 : 22-33  (Mes sage I I )  

Intr o :  I n  v .  2 1  o f  our chapter we carne to the wor d ,  " sub-
m i t t ing . "  In our Eng l i s h  text i t  i s  repeated in 

v.  22 ( a l though not in the Greek ; it is  put there to g ive 
the idea ) .  And then it is found again in v. 24 where it i s  
tran s la ted , " i s  sub j ect" "Therefore a s  th e church i s  
subj ect unto Chr i s t , . " 

I t  i s  obviou s l y  a very important word for the s p i r i tual l i f e  
and for the horne ! 

I .  .mAT DOES IT MEAN? 

The d i c tionary d e f in e s  subm i s s i on as � yie l d ing , � �
r endering , � � of re signat ion , or o f  obed i enc e .  

In the Greek it i s  � m i l i tary �. I t  i s  to put your
s e l f  under the authori ty of s omeone e l s e  -- as a soldier 
does in h i s  r e l ationship with h i s  super ior o f f i c e r .  As 
Dr . Martyn L l oyd-Jones say s , he rea l ly ceaSeS being an 
individua l .  He does not have the r ight to say when he 
is go ing t o  get u p ,  what he is going to eat , what he is  
going to do,  where he i s  going to go,  etc . If  he ob
j ec t s  to h i s  orders and refuses to obey them , he is 
guilty of insubord ination and wi l l  be pun i shed ! 

Other words r e lated to thi s are : 
1 )  "Reverence "  in Eph. 5 : 3 3 .  
2 )  Obey in 1 P e t .  3 : 6 .  
3 )  And it involves humil ity according to Jas .  4 : 6 ,  7 .  

I t  i s  t o  � your s e l f  under 
e l s e .  I t  speaks of s erving 
m i t t ing d e c i s ions to others 

the author i ty of someone 
other s .  I t  inc ludes sub
for a dec i s ion . -- -

P o s s ib ly I have l o s t  some of you a l r eady . But stay with me 
and let us see thi s through. 

I I .  HHO AND HHAT DOE S IT INCLUDE? 

According to our text , it inc ludes : 
1 )  Wives ( 5 : 22 ) .  
2 )  Chi ldren ( 6 : 1 ) .  
3 )  Servants ( 6 : 5 ) .  

As this word i s  used i n  the NT , i t  app l i e s  t o :  
1 )  The Churc h .  
2 )  The home. 
3 )  The nation. C f .  Rom. 1 3 : 1  f f . ; T i t .  3 : 1 ;  1 P e t .  

2 :  1 3- 1 7 .  
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Therefor e ,  it  inc ludes everyone : 
1 )  Husbands a s  wel l  a s  wive s .  
2 )  Parents a s  we l l  a s  chi ldren. 
3 )  Ma sters a s  well a s  servant s .  
And we could g o  on t o  say : 
4 )  The kings a s  we l l  a s  the sub j ec t  o f  the k ingdom. 

( Remember the troubl e  that Rehoboam got hims e l f  
into . )  

5 )  The r ich a s  we ll a s  the poor • • •  and so on and on. 
Paul say s ,  

" Submi tt ing your s e lves one to another in the f ear 
of Chri s t . "  

WITHOUT THIS SUBMISSION THERE CAN BE NO HOME , 
NO CHURCH , 
NO NAT ION . 

I t  touches the l i f e  of every per s on .  Howeve r ,  the 
spec ial emph a s i s  in � � has � � with b e l iever s .  

Now we c ome to the main point t h i s  morning :: 

I I I .  WHY I S  I T  NECES SARY?' WHY MUST WE SUBMIT? 

We can a lready think of many , many problems - - reason s  
a s  t o  why i n  certain circums tances we can antic ipate 
that this w i l l  not work . Bu t notice carefu l ly :  PAUL 
I S  NOT DEALING WITH THE PROBLEM S .  INSTEAD , H E  I S  SEEK
ING TO ESTABLISH THIS AS AB SOLUTELY VITAL IN THE HOME 
- - BOTH FOR THE HUSBAND AS WELL AS THE WIFE I 

Remember that he i s  speaking espec i a l ly of Chr i stian 
wives and Chri s tian husbands .  

Why mus t  � subm i t ?: 

A .  Becau s e  God says so ! 

T h i s  i s  not a wi s h ,  or a sugge s t i o n ,  BUT A COMMAND I 

Do you look a t  i t  this way? W i l l  you r espond accor
ding l y ?  

C a l vin say s , " • • •  i f  w e  r efuse . • •  , we make 
war against God" ( Sermons £!!. Ephes ians , p .  565 ) .  
Fa i lure to comply wi l l  eventually l ead to j udgment .  
Do not say that c ommandments are l imited to the OT 
and to the Law, and that the days of j udgment are 
over l The main d i f f erence between l i f e  under grace 
as compared with l i f e  under the law is the way in 
which things are don e .  But under both economies , 
absolute obedience to God is  the goa l r  
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B .  B ec a u s e  we n e e d  i t .  

We Can a lways b e  sure o f  this i f  i t  i s  i n  the Word 
of God . God does not i s sue f o o l i s h  or unnec e s sary 
c ommand s .  

But how do we need i t ?  

Becau s e  o f  t h e  way i n  which our pride w i l l  cau s e  u s  
t o  do s o  many f o o l i s h  things and t o  make s o  many 
m i s tak e s .  

Note the way Abraham han d l ed the trou b l e  with Lot 
af ter he had gone down into Egyp t .  S e e  Gen. 1 3 :  
8 .  Did he l o s e ?  

C .  Becau s e  o thers need i t .  

There i s  n o thing that wi l l  draw a hom e ,  o r  a church, 
or a nation together l ik e  thi s l  

We do need each other . 
a husband Can do i s  to 
for her dec i s ion . And 

Sometimes the w i s e s t  thing 
subm i t  a probl em to h i s  wi f e  
the oppo s i t e  i s  a l s o  tru e .  

A lack of subm i s s ion say s ,  " I  do n o t  need you l "  
This i s  true of a b e l i ever and God , 

of a husband and w i f e ,  
of a parent and a chi l d ,  
o f  a mas t er and h i s  servant , 

and in a l l  other relat ionships . 

When a problem a r i s e s , how many times do you say , 
"What do you think ? "  Or , "What wou l d  you d o ? "  

Many other reasons could b e  c i t e d ,  but l e t  m e  g ive one 
more from the book of Ephes ian s : 

D .  B ec au s e i t  w i l l  r e f l e c t  our b e l i ef in the s overe ign
ty of God and o f  J e s u s  Chr i s t !  

N o t e  the third petit ion in Pau l ' s  f i r s t  pray er : 
Eph . 1 : 1 9 - 2 3 .  

S e e  Eph. 5 : 24 carefu l l y .  I t  does n o t  s a y ,  There
f or e ,  � the church ought to be sub j e c t  to Chri s t ,  
but ,  " • • •  a s  the churc h  i s  subj ec t  t o  Chr i s t  • •  " 

See a l s o  Eph. 1 : 1 1  and the empha s i s  on the wi l l  o f  
G o d .  D o  you b e l i eve i t ?  Can you r e s i s t  Him? Then 
br ing this truth into every area of your l i f e  and 
into every r e la t i onship I ." . • ,. f '\. Iv.. ", .  

\--\:: ' I S  s\...\....t,..'V'\ \s�;oY\ H'H'\ A1"'le... �t'�t\..:( c �  tn(" l b\" ...... " . '1-1 ) ,  \,.:: . ..n.."I·r-
oth\!.. \ ' '''''' I-\''.o; 

" 3..':" v-..M D  ",",e. \...O ..... t\1I ,-".'1-1-}. c-tr l:h!!.. �N(\' 
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I V .  HOW CAN IT BE? 

Now our minds are f i l led with the prob l ems that we can 
think o f .  

But what do the prob l ems r ea l ly mean? 

J u s t  one thing : SUCH A LIFE I S  IMPOSSI BLE l That i s  
absolutely right ! Then you say , " Why take our t ime 
with something that w i l l  not work? " I have not said i t  
w i l l  not work ; I have said tha t i t  i s  impo s s i b l e !  

This i s  why Pau l has placed the s e  ins truc t i on s , these 
commandment s ,  where they are.  Subm i s s ion can only b e  
reali zed • • 

A .  By b eing f i l l ed with the Holy Spir i t .  ( Se e  the 
context . )  

Bu t the Spirit of God works through our own exper i en c e .  
Ther efor e ,  w e  mus t  r ecogn i z e  two measure s  He w i l l  u s e  
as the Word i s  brought t o  b ear in our l ives . 

B .  I t  mu s t  b eg in in our homes during chi ldhoo d .  

Children and young peop l e ,  be thankful i f  you have 
parents who are teaching you obedien c e .  You wi l l  
pra i s e  God f o r  them more and more for the r e s t  o f  
your l i f e .  

And parents -- i f  you are f a i l ing i n  thi s ,  you are 
preparing your chi ldren for the mos t  tragic l i f e  
that they c ou l d  pos s i b ly have . See Eph. 6 : 1- 3 .  

Come t o  the Tu esday B i b l e  C l a s s  and you wi l l  read 
a passage in Lev. 2 0 : 1 - 5  where the Lord says to 
I srael , If you don ' t , then I wi l l  - - wi th respect 
to idolatry ! 

See a d e l ightful picture in Luke 2 : 5 1 ,  52 concerning 
our Lor d .  

C .  I t  comes down t o  the d e l i b era t e ,  personal cho ices 
t h a t  we make .  

Y e s terday I r ead Mark 14.  Note how He prayed in v.  
36 . And how he r efused to let Peter u s e  his sword .  
And how H e  submi tted Him s e l f  to His enemie s .  WHY ? 
Becau s e  He wanted to do His Fa ther ' s  w i l l  and He 
knew that His Father was in absolute contr o l . 

Conc l :  We have n o t  gotten to the wive s y e t  b ecau s e  there is 



much to be done in a l l  of our hearts.  Subm i s s ion i s  for ALL of 
us -- not j u s t  for wives and chi ldren and servan t s ! 

There are j u s t  two que s t ions with which I want to c l o s e :  
1 )  Have you ever r ea l ly g iven your l i f e  to the Lord -

t e l l ing Him that you want to do His will in every
thing? If not , wi l l  you do it now? 

2 )  I f  you hav e ,  do you face your r ela tionships with t h i s  sub-
m i s s ive s p i r i t? 

. 

To b e  sur e ,  there are problem s .  The Word of God d ea l s  with these 
too . But for now th i s  i s  what we n eed to determine by the grace 
of God . Only He can br ing u s  to thisplace by His Holy Spi r i t , 
and only the Ho ly S p i r i t  can keep us l iving this way to the g lory 
of God . 
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THE HOME , A MINIATURE OF THE CHURCH 
Eph. 5 : 22-33  ( M e s sage I I I ) 

Intr o :  Two l ines o f  truth para l l e l  each other here i n  Eph . 
5 :  

1 )  The Church , the Body of Chr i s t ,  teaches u s  what the home 
should b e .  

2 )  The home i s  an i l l u s tra tion o f  what the Church should 
b e  -- both as the Body of Chr i s t ,  and in i t s  l oc a l  mani
festation .  

I n  the Church there are two p o s i t ions that Paul i s  occupied 
wi th her e :  
1 )  Chr i s t  i s  the Head o f  the Body . 
2 )  The Church i s  the Body -- mad e up o f  a l l  b e l i evers in 

t h i s  present d i spensation who know the Lord Jesus Chr i s t  
a s  Savior. 

In the horne there are two main p o s i tion s :  
1 )  The husband . 
2 )  The w i f e .  

And br ing ing t h e  two together , Paul : 
1 )  Shows that the husband i s  to the wife a s  Chr i s t  i s  to 

the Church . 
2 )  Shows that the wife ' s  rela tionship with her husband 

para l l e l s  that of the Church to Chri s t .  

Therefor e ,  i f  we understand one o f  the s e ,  we und erstand the 
o th e r .  

Read vv.  22 and 2 5 .  

Th i s  morning we have th e s e  ver s e s  wh i c h  d e a l  with the wi fe 
and her relationship with her hu sband. I t  i s  signif ican t  
tha t ,  s ince subm i s s ion i s  the grea t e s t  nee¥ . of tour hear t s , 
Pau l addr e s s e s  the l e s s  respon s ib l e  per son lfis

each of the 
thr ee r e l a t ionships : 
1 )  The wi fe before the husband . 
2 )  The c h i ld before the paren t .  
3 )  The s ervant before the mas t e r .  

Vv . 2 2 - 2 4  g i v e  u s  three point s : 
1 )  The w i l l  o f  God f or wives ( v .  22 ) .  
2 )  The explana t ion ( v .  2 3 ) .  
3 )  The c onclus ion ( v .  24) . 

1 .  THE HILL OF GOD FOR HIVES ( Eph.  5 : 2 2 ) .  

The same submi s s ion which i s  spoken o f  in v .  2 1  i s  now 
to be d i s plsyed in a special wsy by each wi f e .  T h i s  i s  
God ' s  wi l l I  
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"Your own hu sband s "  pOints to a unique r e l a t i onship 
with � other person , an emphatic expres s i on meaning 
" Hu sbands who a s  such are pecul iarly and exc lus ively 
thei r s "  ( Sa lmond , Exp . Gk . T e s t . , I I I ,  36 5 ) .  

l iAs 
1 )  
2 )  
3 )  

unto the Lord" meaning : 
A s  you submit your s e l f  to the Lor d .  
A s  a part o f  your subm i s s ion t o  the Lor d .  
Wi thin the same l imits o f  your subm i s s ion 
Lord , i . e . , within the bounds of the Word 

to the 
of God . 

No . woman should enter into marriage unl e s s  she i s  wi l l 
ing to d o  a l l  o f  this for her husband. 

Every w i f e  shou l d  keep thi s befor e  her . Make sure that 
the probl ems o f  your marr iage are not her e .  A good 
marriage can be made even bet ter through obedience to 
thi s expr e s s ion of the w i l l  of God.  

I I . THE EXPLANATION ( E p h .  5 : 2 3 ) .  

Two things are states here about Chr i s t :  
1 )  He is  the Head o f  the Body , the Churc h .  
2 )  H e  is  the Savior of the Church. 
Both � these � appl ied to � hu sban d .  

Concerning Chri s t ,  c f .  Eph. 1 : 22 ;  4 : 1 5 .  

A. The Head . 

This grows out o f  creation. We have the foundation 
in Gene s i s  1 ,  2 .  And here is where God- l es s ,  a
theistic evo lut ion ha s brought d i s a s trou s  r e su l t s  
upon the home . You cannot s e t  G o d  as ide , and H i s  
wil l ,  and s t i l l  have a l l  o f  the good r e su l t s  tha t 
you wou l d  l ike to hav e .  There i s  a r e l a tionship 
b e tween what has been taught to our c h i l dren and 
the r e su l t s  we are reaping today with our child-
ren , and in brok;en marriages I 

The proper empha s i s  i s  brought out b y  Pau l in 1 Cor . 
1 1 : 3 , 7-9 .  

What does i t  mean? At l e a s t  four thing s .  

1 .  I t  br ings out the intimacy of the r e l a t i on s h i p .  
Nothing i s  c lo s er to the body than t h e  head . 
They are one. They share one l i f e .  They have 
been j o ined together by God. The human body 
demons trates this -- and l ikewi s e  points back 
to crea t ion . "And they s ha l l  be one f l esh" 
( G en .  2 : 24b ) .  
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As L l oyd-Jones says ( p .  123 ) ,  a husband and wife 
are not l ik e  two k ingdoms who have

a
diplomatic 

r e l a t ionsh i p ,  a lways in a s tate of tension ,  with 
the pos s ib i l i ty of war breaking out a t  any mom
en t .  They !!!.! one !  

2 .  The place of author ity g iven to the husband i s  
indi cated . 

He is  the one who has the chief p l ac e of respon
s i b i l ity for his wi f e  and for h i s  children.  He 
does not move ahead wi th d i sregard for them , 
but with the great e s t  concern . 

Two great prob l ems exi s t  in our homes today : 
1 )  Husbands who wi l l  not accept that r e spon s i 

b i l ity . 
2 )  Wives who wi l l  not let them have i t .  

3 .  I t  s peaks o f  the d i f f er ence b e tween th e two. 

The one is incomp lete without the other . 
cannot survive s epara tely . One does what 
other cannot d o .  

They 
the 

This is the who le point of 1 Cor . 1 2 .  See e s p .  
v .  2 1 .  How amazing this i s  when we br ing i t  
into the r e l ationship which we have with Chr i s t  
in the Church -- the thought that H e  needs u s l 

4 .  I t  teaches u s  that the wife cannot act indepen
dently o f  her husband -- e i ther ahead , or be
hind , or in doing something e l s e .  

Dr . Wa lvoord u s ed to say about a Chr i s t ian. and 
h i s  rela tionship with the Lor d :  "The w i l l  of 
God -- nothing more ,  nothing l e s s , nothing e l s e� 

But the husband i s  a l s o  something e l s e  to the wi f e .  

B .  The Savior . 

He does not save her in a s p i r i tual s e n s e .  He does 
not d i e  for her -- al though he shou l d  b e  prepared 
to do so if that is necessary . But he par a l l e l s  
the Lord ' s  total work o f  salvation -- preserving , 
providing , teaching , d i s c i p l ining . Jus t  a s  the Lord 
never loses  s ight of the spir itual and eternal for 
each of u s ,  n e i ther s hould the husband l o s e  s ight 
of these things for his wife -- and for his child
r en !  What a treat for � wi fe to have � husband l ike 
the Lord ! 
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I I I . THE CONCLU S I ON ( Ep h .  5 : 24 ) .  

This i s  obviou s ly introduced by the wor d ,  "Ther efore . "  

Read this vers e  carefu l l y .  Very few d o .  Note that 
f i r s t  Paul 

A .  States a fac t .  I t  i s  not that the Church shou ld b e  
subj ect t o  the Lor d ,  but that she i s  - - whether she 
l ikes i t  or not ! 

What a s ta tement of the s overeignty o f  God ! 

Then Pau l does three other things in this ver s e :  

B .  Indicates a r e s pon s i b i l i t y _  N o t e  the l i a s "  and " s o ." 

C .  S e t s  up a l im i t .  The Lord ' s  sover eignty i s  a lways 
within the l im i t s  of the w i l l  of God . However , we 
may f ind tha t we do not a lways know the wil. l  of God. 

D .  

Sometimes we mus t  say , a s  F .  W .  Faber wrote i n  his 
hymn , 

"And a l l  i s  right that s eems mos t  wrong , 
If i t  b e  His sweet wi 1 1 . "  

Makes an app l i c a t i on .  
own husbands in every 

" S o  l et the wives b e  to their 
thing . "  

Conc l :  A subm i s s ive wife i s  an obed ient wif e .  A subm i s s ive 
Chr i s t ian i s  an obedient Chr i s tian . Are we obed

ient " in a l l  thing s "  -- the l i t t l e  as wel l  a s  the great? 

I l lu s trat ion : Deu t .  22 : 6 ,  7. The same reward is g iven for 
this a s  is prom i s es over a l l  for obeying God, or for obey
ing parents I: 

C f .  1 P e t .  3 : 1-4 -- where the husband i s  not a Chr i s tian ! 
Tha t which i s  "of great pr i c e "  in God ' s  sight b r ings great 
b l e S S ings and great rewards ! 
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THE FUNDAMENTALS OF THE HOME 
Eph. 5: 22-33 - Message IV 

Tsxt: Eph. 5 : 24, 25. 

Intro: The dictionary defines � fundamental as that which is 
basic , or essential, to anything. Thus, in talking 

about � Fundamentals 2! 1h! �  we are dealing with those 
principles which !f! absolutely essential !2£ !al  � -
principles which are absolutely necessary 1£ a home is to be 
pleasing to God and if it is to bring blessing and happiness to 
those who are a part-of that home ! 

The important thing about these fundamentals that we will be 
considering this mornin�!1 that they are not � ideas , gained 
from my experience, nor·t�e experience of any other man. But 
they !f! 1h! fundamental principles which !f! revealed 1E. the 
� of God. 

There are three of them: 1 �  The sovereignty of God. 
2 The submission of the wife. 
3 The love of the husband. 

1 .  THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD (Eph. 5 :  2.:ja) . 

You might ask: "Where do you see the sovereignty of God in 
this verse?" 

Read the verse carefully. 

Most of us read it as though it said, "Therefore , as the 
Church Ought to £! subjeot unto Christ • • •  " 

We do this because when we look at the Church from its be
ginning it is hard for us to think that the Church' s  history 
could be described as "subject unto Christ ."  

But it does! 

It has not been the Church' s  choice, nor has it always been 
the Church' s  experience. �. ChUNk' s history !!!!!, � � 
better than Israel ' s. Nevertheless, it oan be said that all 
through her history the Churoh has been subject !2. 1h! � 
or she would have eliminated herself long ago .  

The same is true of the home. 

We must recognize this. There are those who are saying to
day that the home as we have known it is a thing of the 
past. That marriage is no longer necessary. And they are 
saying the same thing about the Church -- the looal Churoh. 



But let it be said here and now that God has not left these 
decisiolE.!ll!. .:£2. !!!!L Both marriage andthii,,(:hurah were es
tablished by God, and � .5! going .:£2. survive through &.!!. 
sovereign overruling power, .!!:E§. l!l. &.!!. power alone. To try 
to ignore them or to do aw� with them is only going to lead 
to ' greater judgment from God! 

The Church is "subject to Christ" in at least 4 w�s:  

A. In its design. Cf. Eph. 3 :9 .  

B .  In its beginning. Cf. Matt. 1 6: 1 8. 

C.  In its growth and completion. Cf. Eph. 4:1i-16. 

D. In its glorification. Cf. Eph. 1 : 9-1 2. 

We need this sense of the sovereignty of God in our homes. 
He established the home. He has preserved it and blessed 
it. And He will see it through all of its opposition from 
within and from without! 

The Church has been "subject to Christ" even though ma.ny, 
ma.ny times she has not wanted to be! 

II. THE SUBMISSION OF THE WIFE (Eph. 5: 24b).  

Notice: "in everything. " 

The wife is not a slave. She is nott£e ignored in the deci
sions. Her husband is to consider her to be one with him
self. But she is definitely not the leader. Her God-given 
place is one of submission to the husband that the Lord has 
given her. 

How wonderful it is to have learned this before getting 
married! 

Learn from what God told the nation Israel about obedience. 
The Israelites were to obey: 
1 )  ALL the commandments of the Lord -- not just the command

ments that they liked or that were easy for them. Cf. 
Deut. 27: 1 ,  

"And Moses , with the elders of Israel , commanded 
the people, saying, Keep ALL the commandments which 
I command you this d�." ---

The same word, "all ," is used ma.ny times in the Law. 
2) From the heart. Cf. Deut. 26: 1 6, 

" • • •  thou shalt, therefore, keep and do them with 
ALL THINE HEART ,  AND WITH ALL THY SOUL."  

3) With joy. Cf. Deut. 28:47, speaking of judgments whioh 
would be theirs ,  
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"Because thou servedst not the Lord t hy  God WITH 
JOYFULNESS , ANn WITH GLADNESS OF HEART • • • " 

Many preblems in the home would be solved if such obedience 
were manifested by the wife. 

III. THE LOVE OF THE HUSBANn (Eph. 5:25).  

If wives feel that they have an impossible standard, what 
about the husbands? 

And husbands -- what a different life our wives would have 
if we were as conoerned about our love for them as we are 
about their submission to us! 

EVERY HUSBAND OUGHT TO MAKE THE LOVE OF GOD, THE LOVE OF 
CHRIST, ! LIFE-LONG STUDY! 

Perhaps the lack of love whiok we show just displays that 
we do not know as much about the love of Christ as we think 
that we do. 

What are the main characteristios? 
1 Unsought - Rom. 5:8. 
2 Undeserved - Eph. 2:4-7. 
3 Unohanging - Jer. 31 : 3. 
4 Unending - John 1 3: 1 .  
5 Unmeasured - Eph. 3 : 1 9. 

In His love, He "gave Himself." Axe we doing that? 

Canol : The love manifested by our Lord for Peter, and as brought 
to a olimax in John 21 : 1 5-17. 

things to remember: 
The wife must love also. 
These things are only possible 
Spirit. 

through the filling of the 
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ONENESS IN MARRIAGE 
Eph. 5: 22-33 - Message VI 

(Final) 

Intro: Text -- Eph. 5: 28-33. (Read the entire passage from v. 
22 to 33. )  

We have been noticing in our study of Systematic, Biblical 
Theology on Wednes� nights that there is � amazing inter
relationship of truth in the Scriptures. One is tied in with 
another in such a way that it is increasingly apparent that you 
cannot be wrong about any one truth and still be right about the 
others. 

-

That inter-relationship is seen in the passage before us here in 
Ephesians. 

In order to understand marriage and the home, there are four 
major doctrines 2! Scripture which every husband and wife must 
know. They cannot be wrong about these and still be right about 
the home. They may not know any of them perfectly, but they 
must be right about what they do know. And they must continue 
to center their lives around and upon these major truths. Under 
the guidanoe of the Holy Spirit every husband and wife must con
tinue to searoh them out so as to understand them better. 

Ths four doctrines are these: 
1) creation. 

--

2) The work of Christ in salvation -- past, present, and 
future. 
The Church. 
The husband and the wife -- their duties and their relation
ship. 

Note how all four of these are in our passage on husbands and 
wives: Eph. 5: 22-33. 

Regarding creation -- Paul even quotes Gen. 2:24 in Eph. 5: 31 
just as our Lord did. See Matt. 1 9 : 5. 

If our homes are to be spared, we must come back to these four 
truths. (Comment briefly 2!l eaoh of . them. ) 

Such an emphasis in this passage points to two important things: 
1 )  The husband-wife relationship must be spiritual as well as 

physioal. 
2) A man and a woman must enter into .marriage with more than 

just a superficial understanding of the Word of God. 

Now -- in many ways these l!!:!i .§. verses reach .!!l!. highest level 
2! truth .!.l:l .!!l!. whole passage. And this is connected with what 
we have been saying about .!!l!. � major doctrines -- especially 
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one of them. 

And so let me direct your attention to • • • 

I .  A MOST IMPORTANT STATEMENT. 

You will find it in verse 32: "This is a great mystery. " 

Remember what this word, "mystery , "  means. Cf. 3 :5 ,  9. 

Note where and how it is used in Ephesians: 1 : 9; 3: 3, 4, 
9; here ; 6 : 1 9. It is a � important NT word. 

Relating this verse to marriage it simply means that nothing 
.!.!!! � !!!! � E.!!!l taught .!!.2. fully in .!ll. .2! Soripture. 

This shows that the same kind of a oneness exists between a 
man and his wife that exists eternally between Christ and 
His Churoh -- .! mystioal union I 

II. THE MEANING OF ONENESS. 

All that oan be said here oan also be related to Christ and 
the Churoh, but let us think partioularly about how it re
lates to husbands and wives. 

A. The oneness of their origin. 

Not only did Eve come from Adam, but they both came from 
God -- His oreative power! 

Adam was one man (although not the only one) who did not 
need to worry about whether or not he had married the 
right woman I 

Are marriages made by God? ABSOLUTELYl Genesis 2 teao
es this, and so does Gen. 24. See Gen. 2 :21 , 22. Also 
Gen. 24: 5, 8. 

Multiple marriages have always been oontrary to the will 
of God, and so is all of the experimentation that has 
gone on and is going on in our oul ture. 

Young men and young women -- wait for God' s choice. And 
when that one comes along you will find that you were 
made for each other just as much as Adam and Eve were ' 
made ror eaoh other, and as Eve was made from AdamI - -

True marriages find their origin in God. 

B. The oneness of their life. 
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Pay special attention to the difference between the cre� 
tion of Adam as compared with the creation of Eve. 

Adam was made from the dust of the ground; Eve was made 
from Adam' s body -- from a rib. God breathed into Adam 
and he received life. No such statement is made regard
ing Eve -- leading to the possibility at leastthat she 
received even life from Adam. 

C.  The oneness of their living. 

Nothing is said here about children. That comes later. 

What is said? Two things: 

1 .  They are to live for each other (Eph. 5: 28 ,  29) .  

This is especially the husband' s  responsibility. 

"Ought" speaks of the payment of a debt, something 
which is a necessity in view of everything that is 
to be considered -- which would point to God ' s  pur
pose in marriage, the wife ' s  needs, as well as the 
husband' s  needs. 

2. They are not t o  allow the closest human ties to 
interfere. See v. 31 . 

D. The oneness of their destiny. 

Note that the emphasis in the passage before us is !!2i CD 
where we will be, but on � we will be. 

Illus: Only one thing I do not anticipate about heaven 
-- Matt. 22: 30. We will not marry but will be 
like the angels. Just when we get to be what we 
should be, then marriage will be no more. 

Notice the words "nourisheth and cheri sheth" in v. 29 of 
Eph. 5. This is what our emphasis must be. It is not 
basically where .!!. �, nor � .!!. �, but � .!!. 
are! 

III. THE CONCLUDING WORD (Eph. 5 : 33) . 

Nothing of greater importance in connection with our homes 
can be said than this! Throughout all of the years a couple 
is together, THIS WILL CONTINUE TO BE THE MOST IMPORTANT 
FACTOR IN THEIR MARRIAGE. 

Concl: Consider how these same truths relate to the Lord. 
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THE IDEAL HUSBAND 
Eph. 5: 22-33 - Message V 

Text : Eph. 5 :25-28a. 

Intra : Not only in this passage, but in Rom. 7 : 4  Paul makes it 
clear that the Lord Jesus Christ is the husband of the 

Church, and that the Churoh is His Bride , His Vife. 
"Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the 
law by the body of Christ, that ye should be married to 
another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that 
ye should bring forth fruit unto God. " 

When Paul wants to illustrate what the husband should be like, 
he points the husband to Christ. Christ II the Ideal Husbandl 
Therefore, to understand the husband' s  role � � 1£  under
stand .:lli! � .2! Christ. 

In thinking about the work of Christ as it is presented in this 
passage, we will be able to see that we are not just to think 
about what Christ did for us in the past, but also about what He 
is doing for us now, and what He will do for us in the future. 
Note: 

�� �: i� speaks 
speaks 
speaks 

of .:lli! past. 
of .:lli! present. 
of .:lli! future. 

But 
1 ) 

2) 

notice this also as to the details of the passage: 
The husband has � clear command given to him by the Lord: 
"Husbands , love your wives. " 
Then Paul gives the husbands � Vonderful Example: "As Christ 
loved the church. "  See also v. 28a -- "So ought men to love 
their wives as their own bodies . "  

Ve may not be able to love our wives 1£ .:lli! !.!!:!!!!!. degree, 
but we certainly are to love them � .:lli! !.!!:!!!!!. manner. 
Paul , in the third place, states � �  objectives that the 
Lord had in mind. Both vv. 26 and 27 begin with � order 
that. 

4) Finally, Paul details for us here and in othsr parts of this 
Epistle, the necessary means for achieving such a goal. 

In learning some of the things that we need to know from this 
passage, notice, first of all • • • 

I.  THE WORK OF THE HUSBAND. 

Basioally it is this: He is to love his wife so as to make 
her what she should be both personally and spiritually! 

Note the comparison here in this passage. Just as it was 
� � of Christ 1£ sanctify the Chu:rch (and contI;uHto 
be His work) , !£ 1! II .:lli! � .2! .:lli! husband .!2. sanctify 
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Listen carefully, husbands. II your .l!ll!. i!!. .!!2i growing .!!! 
graoe,  if .!!!!! i! .!!2i � !h!.  should .E! spiritually, .ll i! 
your faultl 

That IlUIiY be hard to take, but how else can you take such a 
passage as we have here? 

What a solemn thought this is! And yet this just has to be 
the case. Can you ses now why Paul l�s the foundation in 
this Epistle that he does, culminating with the exhortation, 
"Be filled with the Spiri til? 

Before you cast this aside as being impossible, let us notice 
from the passage • • • 

II. THE WAY TO ACCOMPLISH SUCH A GOAL. 

The Lord not only gives us the power for such a work, but He 
l�s out the details for us. 

There are three things every husband needs to be concerned 
about in loving his wife lias Christ also loved the church. " 

A. The husband must devote himself completely to his wife. 

We see this in the statement, "And gave Himself for it . "  

This means .!£. give one ' s  .!.!ll .2.!E .!£. � power � .!!!!.!!. 
� another, to live pre-eminently for his wife. 

The Lord did thiS, and is still doing it. Cf. Eph. 5 :2. 
See also Bib. 7:25;  Jo�14: 2b,  3 ;  Rom. 8 : 28 -- and many 
other passages. 

Are we doing this? 

Are you living for your wife? Is she alw�s in your 
thoughts, and the reason for your actions, and the one 
for which things are done? 

Or, do you live for your work? 
or for the things you want to buy, 
o� for the fun you want to have, 
or even for your children, 
or possibly for your parents or other 

members of your family? 

How many times have you heard a husband �, nOh, I ' m  
st�ing with � wife for the sake o f  the children. "  He 
has his role as a husband all out of adjustment. 
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Things will not work right in the home until the husband 
sets as his #1 priority .1!!!i he give himself 1£ � �. 
He is deyoted to his wife for her spiritual growth and 
conformi ty to Christ. How could such a goal mean that 
the wife is taking the Lord' s  place? It is giving Him 
His rightful place in the husband' s  life as well as in 
in the wife ' s! 

B. The husband must teach his wife. 

Sanctification comes about "with the wash4lgof water by 
the Word" -- the Word in such a special and personal 
sense that it comes to the wife as spoken by the Lord 
Himself! 

In 1 Cor. 1 4: 34, 35 Paul wrote these words: 
"Let your women keep silence in the churches; for 
it is not permitted unto them to speak, but they 
are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith 
the law. � if they will learn anything, .ill them 
ask their husbands at home ; for it is a shame for 
;omen to speak in the Ciiiirch. " 

Husband, what have you been teaching your wife about the 
Word? Has she learned how to walk with the Lord by 
being able to live with you? Is your life an example 
of what you would like for her to be, and what the Lord 
wants her to be? Are you becoming more and more like 
the Lord so that she will know what she should be? 

Your wife will never be what you want her to be as long 
as you are neglecting the Word in your own life and as 
long as you are failing to lead her into the knowledge 
of the Word and into the experience of its truth! 

You should be her favorite and most influencial teacher. 
If you aren't,  then this is where you need to begin. 

But there is one more thing: 

c .  The husband must pray for his wife. 

This is apparent because of: 
1 )  The close connection all through Scripture between 

the Word and prayer. If the Word has its proper 
place in your life, so will prayer. 

2)  The close connection between the Spirit and prayer. 
If you are "filled with the Spirit ,"  you will be a 
man of prayer. 

3) The place that prayer has in Ephesians. Cf. 1 : 1 5-23;  
3 : 1 4-21 ; 6 : 1 8. Re-read all of these passages think
ing about and praying for your wife ! 
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4) The close parallel between our text and John 1 7 .  

� 11 is really our Lord ' s  prayer. Actually there are 
many ways in which He is the only One who could pray 
those words. But I want you to see this morning how 
much of it can be used as a husband as he prays for his 
wife. 

In connection with our first two points as to the way 
the Lord wants us to go about our work as husbands: 
1 )  See John 1 7 : 1 9. Read it, 

� for .h!!: sake 1. sanctify DtTself, .1!:!!i .e .!l!2.  
might � sanctified through � truth. 

2) See John 1 7: 1 7. Read it, 
Sanctify .h!!: through .!& truth; � word is truth. 

And note how much more in this prayer is a guide for us 
as we pray for our wife when we note how Christ prays 
for the Church. See vv. 6 ff. : 

I have manifested thy name unto the wife whom thou 
hast given me out of the world; she was yours, and 
you gave her to me, and she has kept your word. Now 
she has known that all things that you haTe given me 
are from Thee. I have given unto her the words which 
you gave to me, and she has reoeived them, and she has 
known that I came to her from Thee, and she has be
believed that you sent me to her. I pray for her. I 
do not pray for the world, but for her whom Thou hast 
given to me, for she is Thine. 

And then go down to the latter part of v. 1 1 :  
"Holy Father, keep through thine own name the one that 
you have given me, that we may be one. 

Husband, do you pray for your wife? If so, how much, 
and with what words? If not, why not? 

The older Lucille and I get, the more we pray for our 
children and our grandchildren. But it was impressed 
upon my heart (I am sure by the Lord) some time ago that 
I was not really praying for Lucille as much as I should. 
She actually should occupy more time in my intercession 
than anyone else! It is not because she needs it, but 
because she is my special, most important, spiritual 
responsibility. If things go bad with us, they will go 
bad with our children, and they will go bad in my work. 

Concl: So often when I talk to couples who come to me to talk 
about problems they are having with their children we 

soon find ourselves talking about them -- the parents, their 
relationship to the Lord, their relationship to each other! IS 
THERE TROUBLE IN YOUR HOME? THEN LOOK TO SEE IF THE PROBLEM IS 
NOT RIGHT HERE. 


