
ILL -- �/IY/IJ," I�.m. 

73ui. 01 all. of- � iJvu2.e., .tAe. dR..v.i£ l.4 .tAe. dU4. lie. l.4 .tAe. 
0/lR.. uAo cb.W ow/. f!.Vwt � .i.nLo .¢.in wIuvw. fh'OH kcnrne 
� iy."naf.wte., and he. l.4 c.a.ll.ed. in. 5�-r,.tAe. g.od. 0.';' 
i.h.u WOn..&!. (2 Col/... 4:4). 

No.i..Lc.e. how all. iJvu2.e. G.Il.e. m.en.Li.on.ed. aho in. � 2, o.n.£; 
i.h.u � II.a4 1.0 do w.Lth. 0.W/. �n.diip. to 0.W/. iI= 
.en.em.i..e-6 .&jJ)/U2. we. we/U2. -6aV�. 
Now, w.i.lh. all. i!w.i:. Pad. Nu had. 1.0 .6alj iMow;;Jwui. .tAe. Cp.i..d& 
a.6 to who we. G.Il.e., wh.ai. we. dwu£d. /m.ow, how we. dwu£d. 1..iv1!., and 
.evRJI. .tAe. .&wu:!..eJv, i!w.i:. he. CG./l/l..i..t2d on. Au., h.ewJ:. pI/.. iAem. uk.c.A 
he. � co� in. f'(UUf.'ZII.., ifOU wo.u£d. � ilw:f. all. 
o.J. fJia1 wou£d. i.e. RJl.f)u:;;h.. ati i1. wa..6 no1 RJl.f)LIf)t. 1!J.i...6 lad 
� COIn.eh a.6 :: .c.fcuUon. cail 1.0 fYU!-f'CVI£ E '::!3::!:.! 

Ton..U;;h.i J wanl. 1M 1.0 con.o.id.eA. i.h.u iR.x1 in. a � 1illJf. In. 
ilz.e. We.eM ah.ead. we. hli.il. 1.00.1.. tnO/U2. at. .tAe.�. Whai. can. i.e. 
Mid ",itA +.en.c.e. 1.0 i.h.u cail? - - -

� I. The. Ca-il. J.6 J 46I.LR.d. to CvRAlf GI/l..i..dwn. (CpA. 6: 10) • 
No. wou£d. l.4�. No 0= can. i.e.�. wM.lf..&.uev= 
l.4 =ll.ed. 1.0 W/J1I.6. WI!. ail. mud 'ifO 1.0 WCV1. Cl.tJil-i.nd 1Iz.e. .eJUYfl1j. 
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Pcml Jill-6 W/u1im;;. to /l-iJ "lYz.ciJl./U!JI., J) w/Udt � ail 
k.liev=c, 01- aJ!J!. ClfJ'?-/.' and 0/- totA �. 

Jr. TAe {flU J-6 J� to k On TAe ALrvJ:. -- Aiuxllf6! 

_ lJ,,- rnw.:;t k .in a conti.nua.£ d:ai:.e- o/-�. SOOruYI- O/L 
laieA. R.VkVUjO= gei:A liwo1vR.d wiiJL tile dev.d and IUA f-o/l.C.e.6, 
M LV"- nevRA. hrWlu wAen iAe ev.d cLcvj (l)/l. dmf6) wi.l1 =. 

ill. TAe {flU P.ec{Xlniz:.e6 tile S�Ui:J,;. 0/- iAe Cn.enu;. 

'&£J..ev=c, ih.l!fTJM1v"-O WU'.- too�, too f-.en!ifd, too .icjJW� 
and f-ooLw!� to k alie. to .dancL up � 4ud an. RJU!}7UJ. 
T/�D=, i.AeJ; need to f-i.nd: iAeJA. co=j€- and � 
� � -- ".in tile Lom:L, and.in iIUL {'OW"-//. o/- IUA 
m.UjM. " 

TAe � who Ja.=o &LCl� an. � .in /l-iJ 1)iffL �.i.A 
.w dool1U2.d to cLej.ed //LOm iAe v=if�' lJ,,- f.J-gAi and 
LV"- 4J11..e.6ile., M wiiJL a �1A lIw.1 .w no1 OWl. own! 

IV. TAe Call Jnc.fl/e!o6 tile PMvi..-6.icJn 01- An AmnoWl.. 

Nol.,. ih.at iIUL GAJrWW/. .w r;;J.v= gocol/6c .u .w iIUL onlL; UX1!f .in 
uJu.c.h. LV"- cnn..dancL. find lA.w .w iIUL wlwle. 0lJ..e.cl WALch. 
iIUL dev.d ha.o .in of'f'O-61.ng M -- to /mod M cbwn. 

T Ae 'lJi.1,1e. .w !-uil o/- .<!Xflfl!('-&z..o o/- iIw.oe. wIw weJ12. no1 alie. to 
dand a.o we.i!i a.o iIio.oe. wh.o di.d. Some. -6toocL at one 1i.m.e, 
M 1.0.01 iIUL f.ai..il.e at oih.eA. LvTl.C6. 

T Ae Ajx,dh. J.nd i co tee! tlwi. "iIUL whole. GAIfU)W/. o/- r;in,d" wa.o 
�, and iA= to en>p/106he ih.at faci- Ae iniJ-z.tLoned 
evkVUj rWzi- -6peci!-i.cailJ;. 

X. TAe {flU � Two {V=poM .in P�. 
A. T Ae IJom:L o/- rix!: -- no1 onlL; rn.e.n.i..ioned a.o "iIUL -6UJl)m:L 0/-

0./ iIUL SrWUt./' M a-6 � v.Li.a.£.4 /Le£CdecL to R.VkVUj 
oiAeA .p0d. o/- iIUL GAJrWW/.. 

73. P /U11j=. 
&i.h. o/- � Q/l.e -OfOMn. of. .in cnnn.e.c.Uon w.dh. iAe fio4J. 
S� .6-i.n=. n.e..d:h.eA cnn. Ie e.f.f-ed-iv"- w.UJwui iIUL woak 0/
iJle Sp-UU1. 

�.5lI. T.i.n.a1.1.t;- TAe {flU J-6 to tile P/LOdama.i..Lon o/- iIUL rfn-¥d 

!Vole w/wi. Pau..l W/Wle .in v� 19 and 20. Ken� 2 (P//... 
4:4. Ail o/- iIUL .Jo/1.C.e.6 of: iIUL =erru; a= dlAecfed touxvz.d. 
dnf'f'-'n.g tile Y£J-6rid. To do f.Aai Ae w.i.il .oe.ek to cn� iAe 
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.livf2A 4 iJ>.e ['=f':te. Of r;od, D/Z. iD =�d iI-uWz. do� -
D/Z. iotA! lie. lvarl.U in klwck 1M OWL 0/ iJ>.e &dlie.. We. will 
i.e. .coMiri.JVWu;j Ai..6 dl2lJi.c.e./." £ut M 1M note. iDrWI>i- Ai..6 
fU!1".L!. oLJ-e-ci-We. • 

. � 0Jn.c1: TAi..6 kuu:t-6 me. to fu fUJhl that. J wan}:. iD mahe.. TAi..6 
i-6 'TIlf, ''t.ina.U,h 'TI1f�' • • • II 

We. WUl. 2I1qaged in iJU./., _ uxufWUl.. Sorrud.i.m.co fu &dlie. i-6 '.<JDJW12. 
iJwn. at oiJWr.. Li.mrv.,. Ih-e. de.vd wo� on 1M incliv�. lie. 
,dU -6I2.eh. La ke.ep 1M pwm �.i.ruj fu r;o�. IIUd i-6 
why we. need La f"'W!f, Cmd uJ'lJ we. need fa i.e. =� cd.oui OWL 
krWw£edrp 0/ fJie.:5udh.. lie. will �ww.rp 1M. lie. will -6I2.eh. 
La g.ei. 1M o� ,VJ.ih oiJuvz. iJUn.rj/.> that. will clmn.pen. D/Z. /Uil 
0/1/1. z.eo..l. fin//. iJ>.e hUliA. 
O//. h-e. will WDd. on 1M CL<l a fPWUf' -- � in 0/1/1. pW:Le., 
�'9 La diA. Uf' �b D/Z. doJ.ng 'n;:m1J' �. oiJuM. iJUn.rj/.>. 
lie. 1,ULf!. -6.ei. 1.empta.iioM kf'.o/1.l2. 1M to � 0/1/1. le.dinw"1J 
w.ilh. <>in. lie. maIf even hu,; iD inj'..i.1.hw.ie. 0/1/1. � w.ilh. iho-612. 
who do no1. !mow Yk Lo�. 
W.e .live in a c!.cuJ WMn manlj who �� La !mow iJl.€. Lo� � 
iD /.>iand ,lD/Z. a!£ 4 iJ>.e .Wo� 01 Jjod. fIw� hM le.e.n �
� wi.th. T3.i.li.e � � aru; irdh. cd.oui iJ>.e /.>DVI2/UUJ:M
o/- r;od D/Z. iJ>.e WDM. o/- fu &4 SfWUl i-6 looked UfDn wJ.ih. 
�n. 

,Jhai do we. need? iJe. ,>.e..ed in /.>iand! We need to i.e. /.>D 'i}/WLI1'1ded 
in fu ;Jo� and in fu Lo� that. nothing can � 1M. 
L.ei. me. .cone/uclA &; � Pwd' /.> WD� to ih.e. � .efdvu, 
in r'!d.o 20:24-32 -- a .o.&nd iJuLt we. need to iah.e. in OWL day, 
a -6iand wJW:h. /le/fecto fu lUnd o/- a .conf1i:ci wlucA we. have., 
/O//. wJW:h. we. ne.id La i.e. �, and in wAicA iJ>.e Lo� ha.o 
pwmi-O.ed 1M ih.e. VicLolU/. 



TBC -- 9/26/82 p.m. 

THE CHRISTIAN SOLDIER'S STRENGTH 
Ephesians 6:1 0  

Intra: It is obvious from this last part of Ephesians that 
the Christian life is a warfare from which no child of 

'� God is exempted. 

It is also apparent that no child of God is initially prepared 
for the conflicts that are ahead. The command is pointless 
unless we realize that in ourselves we are weak and totally 
unprepared and unable to face our foe. CC-f. I's,,-. 4-b. 

1 ".>-, 40: '>-'b- 2>, 
So actually verses 1 1  through 18  are a commentary on verse 1 0. 
They tell us how we can be made strong. It is � putting £a the 
whole armor .2£ �. 

In preparing men for war there are three things that have to be 
taken into consideration if soldiers are to be strong so that 
the whole army can be strong. They are: 213� A soldier who is strong physically and emotionally. 

He must have good equipment. 
He must be trained to obey orders. 

The emphasis in Ephesians 6 is personal. It has to do with the 
preparation that each soldier needs to be strong against the 
enemy. So, in this case, it is the armor and pr�er that are 
the strength of the soldier himself, and these are what make him 
strong so that he will be able to stand. 

And so we have a command to obey: "Be strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might. " 

This is similar to the command that the Lord gave to Joshua when 
he began to lead the children of Israel. It is commanded no 
less than 4 times in Joshua's commissioning in Joshua 1 -- in vv. 
6, 7, and 9. 

Furthermore we notice in our text that the Christian soldier's 
strength is "in the Lord, " and only "in the Lord. " He may think 
that he has some strength of his own, but it is only when he 
sees that he has no strength for the battle that he will realize 
that he has to get strength somewhere outside of himself. The 
only place to find it is "in the Lord. " 

But this expression, "in the Lord, " not only identifies � 
source of the Christian soldier's strength, but, if we are ac
quainted with the book of Ephesians, we know that it is an ex
pression that is used in the book to indicate our union with the 
Lord. So it is not that I go to the Lord, get my strength, and 
then turn from Him and go into the conflict. No, it is an ex
pression which means that the Lord and I go into the battle 
together. I am strong because He is with me and I am with Him. 
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We can never be separated from each other, but it is important 
that we as soldiers learn how to draw our strength from Him. 
Note the statement carefully: "Finally, my brethren, be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of � might." 

So our strength is not something that we get, then go aw� and 
use it until it is exhausted, and some back to have it replenish
ed (like we do with the gas in our cars), but this speaks of a 
continuing relationship, a daily fellowship between a Christian 
soldier and his Lord whereby the soldier is receiving strength 
constantly for the battle. 

Another think that we notice about our text is that it contains 
three words which have to do with power: 
1 "Be strong." 
2 "In the power." 
3 "Of his might." 
Is there anything distinctive that I need to know about these 
words? 

Yes, there is! All three words are different. 

The first, "be strong in the Lord, " means that I need to be 
strengthened within myself by the power that comes from my union 
and communion with the Lord. It is not something external; it 
is internal. And the verb, being in the passive voice, means 

"-- that I do not do it for myself, but the Lord is both the source 
of my strength and also the strength itself. In other words, 
it is the Lord who will strengthen me and you within! 

"Power" is the Greek word which speaks of power in action, power 
that is sufficient for the battle that is to be fought. It is 
power enough to overcome the enemy. 

Often armies are defeated because they do not have the right 
kind of equipment, or because they run out of ammunition. But 
this is never possible with the Lord. Perhaps the Apostle John 
had this in mind when he wrote in 1 John 4:4,  

Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: 
because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in 
the world. 

The third word, "might, " re-emphasizes that this strength is "in 
the Lord" in the sense that it is God's power. 

Paul used these last two words for power at the end of Eph. 1:19, 
" • • • his mighty power" -- the power inherent in God which is 
sufficient for that which needs to be done! 

So all of this adds up to mean that the Christian soldier needs 
strength, that the kind of strength he needs is only "in the 
Lord, " and that the strength that the Lord has is sufficient 
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for anything that the enemy might do. But I must remember that 
this is not like filling my car with gas; instead, it is like 
running a power tool of some kind -- if the tool is disconnected 
from the power source, the tool will not work. 

But remember, this is not a strengthening that we do for our
selves, but it is what the Lord does for us. 

The question is, How? How does He do it? 

We all should be familiar with the fact, by now, that the Lord 
uses means to accomplish His purposes. He has ordained the elect 
to be saved, but this does not mean that they are automatically 
saved so that there is nothing for us to do. He has also ordain
that the Gospel should be preached to all men so that the elect 
will be reached and be saved. 

So the Lord has ordained the means by which His people are to be 
strengthened for the battles of life, for the conflicts that we 
all have with the Devil and his demonic forces. So it is impor
tant to know how He strengthens us. 

I mentioned a moment ago that the verb Paul used in Our text is 
a passive verb, meaning that Our strengthening is something that 
the Lord does for us as opposed to something that we do for our
selves. It is interesting that there are at least 4 other times 
in the Epistles where this same verb is used passively, and these 
help us to understand how we are going to be strengthened. 

Turn first to 

1, ACTS 9 : 22.  

This i s  the verse: 
But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded 
the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is 
very Christ. 

� � strengthened -- how? What was he doing? He was 
using the Word of God. He was being strengthened by the 
Word so as to be able to use the Word. 

Now this is the key to everything. �� strengthens � 
in Himself thrOugh .2 Word. 

Let me cite an example from Scripture, from the life of 
Jeremiah. Cf. Jer. 20:9 ,  

Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak 
any more in his name. But his word was in mine heart 
as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary 
with forbearing, and I could not stay. 

Get a Christian away from his Bible, and it is like cutting 
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Samson's hair. But get the Word into him, and he is going 
to be strengthened by it. This calls for reading, for 
preaching and teaching (and shows the importance of being in 
church) -- and praying. 

Every part of the armor has something to do with the Word of 
God. God does not work independently from His Word. 

But there is a second passage that goes with this: 

II. ROMANS 4: 20. 

This is more familiar -- concerning Abraham through a pro
longed period of testing in his life: 

He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; 
but was strong in faith, giving glory to God. 

The verse means that Abraham was strengthened by faith. His 
faith did not come from himself, but from God Who gave him 
promises, not once, but over and over again. 

This is the work of the Word. Faith is impossible without 
the Word of God. Cf. Rom. 1 0:1 7, 

So then faith comveth by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God. 

The Lord never lets us get beyond the place where we need to 
trust Him, and our faith cannot fail when it is founded upon 
the Word. 

So it is not just hearing the Word, but believing it. 

But there is a third passage that I want you to see. 

III. 2 TIMOTHY 2: 1 .  

Paul was getting Timothy ready for the time when he would be 
fighting the battle without his father-in-the-faith. This 
is what he said: 

Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is 
in Christ Jesus. 

Now "grace" is one of the words in the NT that is sometimes 
used for strength. Another example is 2 Cor. 12:9. (Remind 
them of the background. ) 

And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: 
for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most 
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

Here grace clearly means power. But why is it called "grace" 
and not simply power? Why did Paul write to Timothy and use 
the word, "grace"? 
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Because he wanted to keep before Timothy (and before us) the 
fact that this strength which we need, and which we must 
have, is always given in grace. We read the Word. We be
lieve the promises. We pray, and we are strengthened. But 
we do not merit it by anything that we do. It is all of 
grace. 

One other verse: 

IV. HEBHEWS 11:34. 

The passive is used here again. 

The writer of Hebrews in this verse was summarizing what OT 
saints had done "by faith." And I will just take the phrase 
out of the verse that applies to the manner in which God 
strengthens us in Christ. It is this: 

" • •  out of weakness w ere made strong, • •  " 

This is what the Lord did with Paul. Often it is through 
being brought to face up to our insufficiency that we 
realize that our only strength is "in the Lord." 

There is a wonderful OT story which illustrates this truth 
for us. It is found in 2 Chronicles 20. King Jehoshaphat 
was confronted with three mighty nations, and he knew that 
the forces of Israel were not sufficient to stand against 
them. 

So what did he do, and what did the people do? Read 2 
Chron. 20:3, 4. Perhaps this is what the writer of Hebrews 
had in mind. 

And then what happened? 

Jehoshaphat the kind stood before his people and led them in 
prayer. It was a wonderful prayer, but I want you to notice 
in particular how it ended. Listen to the king's words: 

o our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no 
might against this great company that cometh against 
us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes are 
upon thee (2 Chron. 20:12). 

Do you remember the outcome? The Spirit of God came upon a 
Levite by the name of Jahaziel and he told them that the 
battle was not theirs, but God's, that they would not-eYen 
need to fight in the battle even though they would go out to 
meet the enemy, because the Lord was with them. 

They went out to meet the enemy with the singers ahead of 
them, and to their amazment, the enemy got confused because 
of what the Lord did, and they started killing each other 
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until no one was left alive. 

What else? It took Judah three days to carry off the spoil, 
it was so great! 

Concl: We are in a position that is more dangerous than that 
which Jehoshaphat was in. And we need strength for the 

battle. Our strength is not sufficient. We need the strength 
of the Lord, and it is available to us. It is ours through 
Christ, through the Word, through faith, but it is all undeserv
ed. And sometimes the Lord brings us to a place of weakness so 
that we will learn how much we need to trust Him to make us 
strong. 

� the Lord enable us to learn this first lesson well, and then 
we will be prepared for the truth to come in the verses which 
follow. 
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THE WILES OF THE DEVIL 
Ephesians 6 : 1 1  

Intro: Concerning our enemy, it is his "wiles" that we must be 
concerned about. This is the Greek word from which we 

get our English word, methods. But it has an evil significance. 
It suggests trickery, deceit, � lying 1a�. According to 
Peter, it is best illustrated by a lion waiting for his prey. 
Cf. 1 Pet. 5:8 ,  

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, � 
� roaring li££, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour. 

He may do this as � angel of light, but he is still like a 
roaring lion. Cf. 2 Cor. 1 1 :1 3 ,  1 4, 

For such are false apostles, deceitful works, transforming 
themselves into the apostles of Christ. And nO marvel; 
for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 

A key to what we are up against is to be found in 2 Cor. 2:1 1 
where Paul wrote the following: 

Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not 
ignorant of his devices. 

This word means his purposes, his thoughts, .!:!l!�. Paul did 
not always know when and how the devil was going to attack, but 
he always knew w�he had in mind. If we know this, we will 
be able to recognize his works. 

1. THE PURPOSE OF THE DEVIL. 

It is nowhere made clearer than in the case of Job. The 
devil was out to drive a permanent wedge between the heart· 
of Job and his God. 

This is always his purpose I 

With the unsaved, he does it concerning the Gospel. Cf. 
2 Cor. 4:3, 4. And he has done an excellent job here. He 
does all within his power to keep the people of the world 
from being saved, and, when a person is saved in spite of 
all that he can do, he does everything he can to ruin their 
fellowship with the Lord and their trust in Him. 

The devil hates God. He hates the work of God. He hates 
the people of God. He hates the Word of God. Listen to 
these words from Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones: 

There is nothing that I know of that is more appalling 
than the bitter raction of people to certain aspects 
of plain Christian truth in the New Testament. They 
are not content with saying that they cannot accept 
that truth, that they cannot believe it; they become 
bitter and display a deep hatred and animosity. 
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Whether they realize it or not, that is the result of 
the operation of the devil within them. Why the hatred, 
the passion, the bitterness, the antagonism? It is all 
indicative of the influence of the devil and his bitter 
hatred of God. He does not want God to have any glory. 
And it is always at the points where God has given the 
greatest indications of His glory in the Scriptures 
that people are generally most antagonistic. They want 
to hold on to man and his power, and they therefore 
hate the thought that God is sovereing in His power 
over man . There, then, are some indications of the way 
in which the devil 'blinds" the minds of men and 
infuriates their spirits (� Christian Warfare, p. 85). 

So the devil is out to destroy anything that has to do with 
God! 

How does he attempt to do it? What methods does he employ? 

Before answering those questions, let me interject something 
here that is extremely important. It is this: One reason that 
the devil hates the Scriptures is because it is the only place 
in the world that you can learn the truth about him. If it were 
not for what God has told us in His Word about the devil, we 
would be in a lot more trouble than we are! Therefore, if you 
want to know his "devices, " go the Bible. 

So we turn to the Word of God to find out what his "wiles" are. 
Let us call them 

II. THE WAYS OF THE DEVIL. 

A study of the passages in the Bible which have to do with 
the devil, or Satan, reveals that Satan's attacks are pri
marily directed to the minds, the thoughts, of men. 

And another thing the Scriptures reveal about the work of 
the devil is that he will come to you. The more intimately 
you are related to God, the more you can expect trouble 
from him. We can play into his hands, but he does not wait 
for that. He came to Eve. He came even to our Lord. When 
the Lord asked him where he had been in Job's day, he said, 
"From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up 
and down in it." Cf. Job 1 :7. He obviously was looking for 
those who were for God so he could do something against them. 
That is obvious, too, from what the Lord said to him about 
Job. 

Let us cite some examples of his work from Scripture. 

A. His ways with Eve. Cf. Gen. 3 : 1 -6. 

The first thing that he did was 
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This is where he usually begins. He has done such 
a good job with the unregenerate that they usually 
dismiss it without a serious thought! 

But has he ever done this with you? Have you ever 
felt that it might be true for some people, or for 
you in other circumstances, but not in the particu
lar place where you happen to be just now? 

Do you ever wonder about the promises of answered 
prayer when your prayers are not being answered? 

Does it bother you when people take advantage of you 
and seem to get away with it? Are there times when 
it is hard for you to read the Scriptures because 
you seem to have hoped in vain? 

If any of these are true of you, this is the work of 
the enemy! 

But he cannot do this without also doing another thing 
which he loves to do. It is this: 

2. To attack the very character of God. 

The point in his question to Eve was this: A good 
God would never keep anything good from you, would 
He? Surely � would not say such a thing! 

You believe in the righteousness of God, but does it 
ever seem to you that God has done the wrong thing, 
or that He has failed to do the right thing? 

You believe in the love of God, but are there not 
times when you feel that your love would not let you 
see a friend go through troubles which God is taking 
you through, or someone dear to you? 

You believe in the faithfulness of God, but are 
there not times when it seems that He has forgotten 
His Word? 

Read the Psalms and you will see how the various 
writers of the Psalms had times when they Questioned 
practioally every attribute of God! 

Then Eve was ready for the third attack. The devil then 
proceeded 

3. To deny the Word of God. 
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He m� not deny it all, but just some parts. He 
did this with our Lord, attempting to use the Word 
as God never intended that it should be used. 

He � tell us that there are some things in the 
Bible which we cannot accept because we know more 
now than the writer of a particular passage knew. 

That is the way some people get around the passages 
that have to do with creation. 

In the quotation from Dr. Lloyd-Jones he mentioned 
how violently people can object to truths that are 
plainly taught in the Word of God just because they 
do not fit into their way of thinking -- so they 
deny them! 

But, on a more personal basis, think of how your 
soul can be tried with thoughts of unbelief about 
the Word of God. If doubt is entertained, it will 
soon be turned into a denial! 

All of these things were designed to turn Eve against 
God -- and they succeeded! And this turned her against 
her husband with the result that we have in the world 
today all of the sin, the heartache, the tragedy, that 
is traceable to that first sin of Adam! 

What a lesson in the wiles of the devil! 

Let me cite another example: 

B. The devil's ways with Peter. 

Cf. Luke 22:31-62. 

The Lord had done with Peter as He had done with Job -
He had built a hedge about him. Satan sought to get 
behind that hedge, and was given permission by the Lord. 
How thankful we ought to be for the limits God puts on 
the devil at all times! 

But what do we see in Peter? The devil was going to 
take advantage of things that were already in Peter's 
heart -- mainly, three things: 

1. His pride. 

2. His prayerlessness. 

3. His humanism. 

Where do we see his pride? Let me show you from 
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Matthew 's Gospel: Matt. 26:33, 35. 

Pride is with all of us, and sometimes it manifests 
itself in the way we feel about our relationship 
with God, and our love for Him. But as long as our 
confidence is in ourselves, and not in the Lord, 
trouble is ahead. Cf. Prov. 16:18, "Pride goeth 
before • • ." 

How wonderful that Peter wrote later, 
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty 
hand of God, that he may exalt you in due 
time. 

That is in 1 Pet. 5:6, just two verses before the 
verse about the devil, "Be sober, be vigilant; • 

*** Where � you � Peter's prayerlessness? In the 
garden of Gethsemane. What did that experience 

" 

mean? It probably meant that Peter had either grown 
careless about his praying, or possibly that he never 
had prayed as he should have prayed! 

Sometimes it takes a shocking experience to wake us 
up to our need to pray. The devil knows when we are 
not praying, or when prayer has become only a for
mality -- and he attacks. Perhaps the Lord said 
at this point that He was praying for Peter because 
He knew that Peter was not praying for himself! 

*** .!:lh!!i � 1 � .El. Peter's humanism? Actually, all 
that I have said about him was humanistic. But here 
I am referring to the way he sought to prove his 
love for the Lord. He took out his sword! Can you 
imagine an apostle doing this? 

Some time before the Lord had warned Peter about 
this very thing, bnt Peter evidently did not learn 
very much by it. I refer to what the Lord said to 
him up in Caesarea Philippi. Cf. Matt. 16:21-23. 

How the church today is affected with humanism! It 
affects all of us in one way or another -- and some
times the Lord uses the devil to root it out of us. 
Again -- how precious it is to see how Peter began 
his first Epistle, in chapter 1 verse 2, where he 
wrote about the "sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ." 

I mention all of these to show weaknesses which invite 
the attacks of the devil. 

But let me cite one other example: 
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C. The devil's ways with the church at Corinth. 

Sometimes the devil is able to take advantage of us be
cause we do the right thing in the wrong way. 

Cf. 2 Cor. 2:5-11. 

The rule of Scripture about forgiveness is this, found 
in Eph. 4:30-32: 

And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye 
are sealed unto the day of redemption. Let all 
bi tterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, 
and evil speaking, be put away from you, with 
all malice: And be ye kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 

A failure to forgive opens the door for Satan to get 
an advantage -- an advantage with the offender, and an 
advantage with the church. 

Concl: Much more could be said about THE WILES OF THE DEVIL. 
But this gives us enough to warn us about some of the 

danger areas in our lives which Satan either makes or which he 
takes advantage of when he finds them. 

� We never can tell when an attack will be made. That is the 
reason that we must be in a constant state of readiness. And it 
is the Word that will prepare us. How important to learn the 
lessons of Scripture before we are confronted with a Satanic 
attack which God has allowed to teach us lessons which we have 
not learned in other ways. 
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THE CHRISTIAN SOLDIER'S ENEMY 
Ephesians 6:12 

Intro: Verse 12 gives the reason for the exhortations found in 
verses 10 and 11. The enemy which we face is so ,formid

able that it requires such equipment, and only this equipment 
will suffice. The enemy is far worse than any human being can 
possibly imagine. 

In describing our enemy, Paul does three things to bring home to 
our hearts the extreme danger which we face: 
1) He tells us the nature of the conflict; it is wrestling. 
2) He tells us what our enemy is not. 
3) He tells us what our enemy is.---
1. THE NATURE OF THE COI'I"FLICT: "we wrestle." 

II. 

As the word suggests, it is generally a contest between two 
opponents in which each one seeks to overthrow the other. 

The devil loves to single us out -- as he did with Job, 
with our Lord, 
with Peter. 

This does not exclude the possibility of other types of 
warfare, but this is the chief measure which the devil 
employs. 

WHAT OUR ENEMY IS NOT. 

He is not "flesh and blood." 

This means two things: 
1) He is not a human being, or they 
2) Therefore, they are not physical 

are not human beings. 
and cannot be seen. 

On "flesh and blood," cf. Heb. 2:14; 1 Cor. 15:50. 

The devil obviously uses "flesh and blood," but our warfare 
is not primarily against people. See two examples of how 
people were used by the devil in Scripture -- one, a believer; 
the other, not. Matt. 16:23; John 13:2, 21-30. 

III. WHO, OR WHAT, OUR ENEMY IS. 

Paul now is prepared to discuss the hierarchy of hell. 

A. So far we have heard only about the devil, our accuser. 
Cf. v. 11. 

In v. 16 he is called "the wicked," or the wicked one. 
This means one whose nature is evil, an�hose work:fs 
always evil. 



He is so-called in John 17:15; 
1 John 2:13, 14; 
1 John 3:12; 
1 John 5:18, 19. 
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But it is obvious that the devil is assisted by many 
similar beings who are in full accord with what he is 
doing. Cf. Matt. 25:41. He is the chief Enemy, the one 
who heads all the forces of evil. 

B. The forces of the devil. 

The use of the word, "against," in the English and in 
the Greek, suggests that there are times when we may be 
engaged with any of these. But there definitely is a 
well-organized army which believers must face. Just to 
what extent these are angels who were given such autho
rity by God, or whether the devil has reorganized them, 
we have no way of telling, but it is very likely that 
their power had been designated by God before they 
rebelled against Him. 

These are not words to describe the power of the devil 
alone, but demonic, angelic powers which are the forces 
of the evil one. 

1. "Principalities." These are princes, rulers, evi
dently the generals in Satan's forces. These may be 
many who God assigned with variOUS, ruling powers 
throughout the universe, angels who are over other 
angels. 

2. "Powers." These are demons with delegated powers, 
assignments, which enable them to do what they seek 
to do. 

3. "The rulers of the darkness of this world, " or pro
bably better translated, the world-rulers of this 
darkness. These obviously have authority in the 
world to keep the world in darkness. Their power 
is equal to their job. 

4. "Spiritual wickedness in high places, " or wicked 
spiri ts .!.!!. the heavenly realm. The use of "in 
heavenly places" in Ephesians must have some connec
tion. Cf. 1:3. "Wickedness" has the same root as 
the evil �. 

Concl: How ominous our foe! How helpless we would be against 
our enemies if it were not for the gracious provision 

which God has made for us. 

What is our hope of victory? 
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Here are some verses which will be an encouragement to us in 
addition to what we have in Eph. 6: 10-20. 

Note: 
11 John 14: 30. 
2 1 John 4: 1-4, esp. v. 4. 
3 John 16: 11. 
4 1 Pet. 5: 8 ,  9 ;  Jas. 4, 6, 7. 

13, 14. 
5) Rom. 8: 31-39. 

An illustration: 1 John 2:  
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ARMED FOR CONFLICT AND VICTORY 
Ephesians 6:13 

Intro: Let us keep reading and re-reading this whole section 
from verse 10 of chapter 6 to verse 20. And pray as 

you read that these truths will get into your heart and out into 
your life. 

The first thing that should impress us with our text is that "we 
have heard that before. " 

That is the one thing that turns a lot of people away from 
messages they hear. They feel that, if they' have heard a truth 
once, that is all that they need to hear it. But our Lord, the 
prophets of the OT as well as the Apostles of the NT, all teach 
us what we might call the ministry £[,repetition. 

Cf. Paul in Phil. 3:1; 4:4. And Peter in 2 Peter 1:12-15; 3:1, 
2. 

Even the Holy Spirit is engaged in this ministry. Cf. John 
14: 26. 

So no teacher of the Word should be afraid to repeat. We all 
have very short memories. Of course, our repetition should not 
be because of our slothfulness. Every time we go over a truth 
that we have covered before we should make it fresh until it 
burns like a fire again in our hearts! 

What � the repetition? Well, it is very similar to verse 11. 
But they are somewhat different. (Point out the differences. ) 
Actually, though, they say the same thing. 

Verse 13 follows very pointedly from verse 12. Verse 12 gives 
us a great reason for doing what Paul commands of us in verse 13. 

Let us see what the verse means? 

"Take unto you" could be translated, take it up. Westcott pic
tures it as lying at the Christian's feet. It has been provided, 
but every Christian must pick it up and get ready to use it. 
There is no question but that it will be needed; the only uncer
tainty is �. 

The order means that they were to be fully occupied with the 
armor, getting it on, and learning how to use each part. 

Illus: David could not use Saul's armor because he had not 
proved it. Cf. 1 Sam. 17:38, 39. 

"The whole armour of God" is what Paul said in verse 11. No part 
can be neglected without giving a distinct advantage to the 
enemy. 
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The two verses that are used here are related, but they point to 
different aspects of the battle. Withstanding means � oppose, 
to resist. It speaks of that which we do while the battle is 
going on. This is the word which both James and Peter used when 
they wrote that we are to "resist the devil." Cf. Jas. 4: 7; 

� 1 Peter 5:9. 

This is what Paul was doing with Peter in Gal. 2:11. 

This is what men did with Paul -- see 2 Tim. 3:8; 4:15. 

This is what the Jews could not do with Stephen. Cf. Acts 6:10. 

"The evil day" is interpreted by Gurnall as meaning the day of 
our death. This undoubtedly is an evil day, and one in which 
the devil often attacks the people of God, but this certainly is 
not the only evil day. "The evil day" has to be any day when 
we are under assault from the powers of hell. The Bible tells 
us about Job's evil day. It also tells us about Peter's evil 
day. Our Lord had two evil days which are spoken of in Scrip
ture: His temptation (Luke 4:13) , and at the Cross (Luke 22:53). 
Undoubtedly each of these had more evil days than are referred 
to in Scripture, but these were recorded for us. 

"To stand" here pictures the enemy as defeated and the Christian 
as having held his ground in victory. So, withstanding is the 
conflict; standing is the victory. 

And so I trust that the meaning of the verse is clear. 

Now I want to spend the rest of the time tonight on: 

2
1) The lessons of the passage. 

) Some illustrations of our evil days. 

I. THE LESSONS OF THE PASSAGE, OR VERSE: Eph. 6:13. 

A. This is Our individual responsibility. 

B. This is also descriptive of the work of the church. 
We need to be preparing the people of God for their 
of conflict with the enemy. 

C. The preparation needs to be made before the battle. 

D. The preparation needs to be thorough. 

days 

And since the armor has to do with the Word of God, this 
means that we must teach all of the Word. No part can 
be neglected without, as I have said, jeopardizing the 
safety of the people of God. 

E. We must be always on the alert. This is implied by the 
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repetition of this command, and by its intensity. 

Our object is to be standing where we were when the 
battle began. � 2£ not � out the enelllY. We have a 
job to do, and we must be about that job. This is where 
many Christians make a mistake. But we do need to be 
ready for the enemy when he makes an attack. 

II. THE CONFLICTS WHICH WE CAN EXPECT. 

It would be a good exercise for every one of you to sit down 
and make a list of the ways in which you have been tempted. 
The list that I am going to give you is not directly from 
the text, but it is from ,the Word of God, and they are con
flicts which I have experienced in my life. 

A. The battle for the truth. 

This is more than a battle for the Bible. It is a battle 
for the doctrines of the Bible -- a battle in which we 
have been, and still are, engaged. People can be engaged 
in the battle for inerrancy, but not for the truth! 

Cf. Paul vs. Peter in Gal. 2:11. 

B. The battle for our faith. 

Here I am referring to those situations where we are 
tried as to whether or not we will trust the Lord. 

Cf. Abraham in Genesis 12 when he got into the land and 
found himself in a famine! 

C. The battle for obedience to the Word of God. 

This was the first battle that any human being had to 
fight. And the attack was all planned by the devil. 
He made it seem so reasonable for Eve to disobey God. 

How often his hand can be seen when we begin to rational
ize about the Word of God! Illus: A young lady, a 
Christian, who wanted me to marry her to a young man who 
was not a Christian. She said, "If you knew how God had 
led us together, you would never doubt but that we are 
to be married!" What was happening? She was being 
tested regarding her obedience to the Word. 

D. The battle against prayer. 

Oh, how the devil hates for us to pray! You can see his 
hand with Peter and James and John in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. 



"'pn. D: I::> �4) 

E. The battle to keep us occupied with ourselves.  

Do you remember when the tide turned for Job? Cf. Job 
42:10, "And the Lord turned the captivity of Job . " 

Cf. Phil. 2:3, 4. 

We may have been in some difficulty where we want to be 
vindicated for our, own pride. 

Or have you heard people even turn away from the minist� 
of the Word because they want their needs to be met. 
And it is apparent when they say that that they really 
do not know what their needs are! They are looking for 
excitement, a good time, not to have their souls edified. 

F. The battle against the assembling of the saints. 

If we are meeting together for instruction in the Word, 
for fellowship wi th',the Lord, and to worship the Lord, 
so that we can go out and live for the Lord as witnesses 
in this ungodly world, the devil is going to do every
thing possible to keep us away, or to destroy our 
ministry. 

Cf. Reb. 10:24, 25. 

Think also of the Corinthian church. 

And consider the condition of local churches today -
what they are doing as compared with what they should be 
doing. 

Think of the people who have gone to church in the past, 
but who do not go anymore. Or those who have made pro
fessions of faith, but never attend the meeting of the 
Lord's people. Granted, they may never have been saved, 
but at least for a time they were going where they could 
hear the Word 

How clever the devil is. 

Concl: In the weeks ahead we are going to be getting into some 
of the most vital subjects in the Word of God. I want 

to help you know what the parts of the armor are, and how to put 
them on. Satan knows that his time is short, and he is going to 
be intensifying his work in the days ahead. We need to be ready 
for him, ready to "withstand" so that when the dust has settled 
we will still be standing. 
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GIRDED WITH TRUTH 
Ephesians 6:14a 

Intro: We come now to the point in our text where we begin to 
consider the various parts of the armor. There are six 

of them. (Point them out. ) Obviously Paul would not mention 
them in a haphazard way, but would speak of the armour in an 
orderly fashion. We can assume, therefore, that he would begin 
with that which is basic to the armor, and proceed to the rest 
of the parts. 

But let us look first at the wording of the part of verse 14 
that concerns us just now. 

For the fourth time Paul says, "Stand. "  The Christian is to be 
standing before eve�battle, and he is to still be standing 
when the battle is over. But the thought here is that he is to 
be constantly in a state of readiness for the approach of the 
enemy, and that is confirmed by the way the remainder of the 
first part of the verse reads. 

See an illustration of this from Neh. 4:16-18. ("Habergeon" is 
prononced, hab er-jun, and is an armor. ) 

It is not enough to own an armor with all of its parts, but the 
Christian is to have it on, to live in it, to be prepared for 
action at any time. 

"Having your loins girt about with truth" could be a little 
clearer. Robertson says that the verb is a first aorist middle 
participle,  and so should be translated, Having girded your � 
with truth. The difference is that this latter translation 
makes it clear that we are to do the girding for ourselves,  it 
is not something that someone else does for us. 

To have it about the "loins" means that he is speaking about a 
large band which went around the waist, on the outside of the 
soldier's other clothing. This is what held his long garments 
in place when he needed to move freely without any hindrance. 

There has been a lot of discussion about the meaning of the word 
"truth. "  The conflict over its meaning has ranged between those 
who hold that it means ob.jective truth as compared wi.th sub,jec
tive truth. Even these terms seem to be defined differently. 
But , basically, it means, that there are those who hold that this 
has to do with the Word of God, objective truth, as compared with 
merely a person's idea about the truth. It seems that it has to 
be the former, that here we are dealing with the Word of God 
itself! 

Cf. John17:17; 8:31, 32. 

This is "truth" in contrast with that which is false, true doc-
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trine in contrast with false doctrine. And so to gird it on is 
to be bound by the truth. It means that we have the truth, that 
we know the truth, that we are living within the limits of the 
truth, and so are bound by it! 

There is much more to this statement than we might first think. 

The fact that it appears first means that there is no use going 
on unless this first thing is done. 

This ought to make us ask immediately, What am I doing to gird 
myself with the truth of the Word of God? How well do I know 
it? Can I give expression to its doctrines? Am I living in the 
truth? How well prepared am I for an attack from the enemy? 

We are living in a day when there is very little concern for the 
Bible, the Word of God, as the truth. I met a lady recently who 
left one church, and went to another, but she did not even know 
the name of the church that she was attending. She said it was 
Baptist or Methodist or something else! And she went to it just 
because it was close to her home. People do not really care 
about what is taught; they are more interested in whether or not 
it is entertaining. 

There is a big move on which has been underway for some time now 
to get Christians together (and this is with so-called evaugeli
cals). The big thing is unity. And they will tell you that we 
will not discuss doctrine! What did Paul think about doctrine? 
Cf. 2 Tim. 3:16, 17. What did our Lord think about it? Take 
the teaching of Scripture as a whole,  can you possibly come up 
with the idea that doctrine is not important? 

As a result , Christians do not know the doctrines of Scripture. 
And since they do not know doctrine, they can be carried aw� by 
any teacher who comes along. Paul would have us know that there 
is a body of truth that is right, and everything else is wrong! 
And if we are going to be able to stand against the devil, if we 
are going to be ready for his attacks, we must know the doctrines 
of the Word of God. 

This idea of readiness is taught in two other passages of Scrip
ture using this same word (verb) that we have in Eph. 6: 14a. 
Cf. 1 Pet. 1: 13; Luke 12: 35. 

But now, since this subject is so vast , let us do one thing to 
make clearer in our minds what is involved in girding our loins 
with the truth. Let us see how the truth is referred to here 
in the book of Ephesians. I think that you will find that this 
will be of help to you. There are five references. Two pro
bably do not apply (Eph. 4:25; 5:9), but the rest do. Let us 
look for a moment at the three. They are Eph. 1: 13; 4: 15; 4: 21. 
They will show us what we need to be conoerned about if we are to 
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I. EPHESIANS 1:13. 

Here he refers to a major part of the Scriptures: "the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation. "  

Now, if we are to be girded with the truth, it means that we 
must know the Gospel, and we must have believed the Gospel. 
And closely related to this is the assurance of our salva
tion. The knowledge of the Word brings assurance, and it is 
either the lack of knowledge or the lack of assurance (or 
both) that leaves us wide open for the enemy. 

How well do you know the Gospel? 

We are living in a day when men are satisfied with a partial 
Gospel, which becomes a false Gospel. Our approach to the 
Gospel is not like Paul's in Ephesians 1; we approach it 
almost entirely from man's point-of-view. We say that it is 
up to man. He determines his own destiny. God will save 
him if he wants to be saved, but we hear practically nothing 
about a sovereign God with a sovereign plan and with sove
reign power sufficient to see that His sovereign plan is 
carried out in every detail! 

What kind of a Gospel would you get from Eph. 1: 3-14? 

To deny any of these truths means that we are not girded 
with the truth. 

But let us look at the second passage. 

II. EPHESIANS 4:15. 

Here Paul is talking about the ministry of the local church. 
What must it be? The truth must be spoken, which is the 
equivalent of saying that it must be taught; it must be 
p�eached--and "in love"! 

Why are we to speak the truth in our churches? So that the 
people of God "may grown up into him in all things , which is 
the head, even Christ . "  

The local church has a tremendous responsibility i n  equipping 
the saints for the ministry (which includes all of the con
flicts that we will have with the enemy). If the Word is 
not being taught, if it is being taught, but now "in love , "  
then is it any wonder that the people of God are so pitifully 
helpless before the enemy? 

Pray that we will never turn away from our calling. Pray 
that we will never be "choosey" about the truths that we do 
preach. And pray that we will constantly be improving in 
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our teaching. Thank God, He overrules for our weaknesses, 
and usually uses His Word in spite of us. But it is the 
Word that must be the sum and substance of our ministry in 
the church. Then the saints are to take the Word, and under 
the guidance and blessing of the Spirit of God are to put it 
on! 

What about the third and last passage? 

III. EPHESIANS 4:21 . 

Note two things about this verse. 

A. The emphasis has to do with a holy life. 

See the context from verse 17 to 24. 

If we are being girded with the truth, then it means that 
we are concerned not only about knowing the Word, but 
about obeying the Word--because it is through Spirit-led 
obedience that we become holy. 

If the devil is the accuser of the brethren (as he is), 
then this is where he gets to us ! We need to be holy. 
Peter said we may suffer as Christians, but we must not 
suffer because we are sinning Christians ! 

But notice the other point which Paul made here. 

B. The expresssion, "the truth is in Jesus. " 

Note what Paul wrote in the verse just before this: 
"But ye have not so learned Christ . "  

You see, that which gives life and blessing to our 
teaching of the Word is that all doctrine, all the prac
tical instruction, is related to Christ. Don ' t  miss 
what the Lord said in John 14: 6 when He said, "I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: • • •  " If we are to gird 
ourselves with the truth, then we must gird ourselves 
with Christ ! When we are learning of Him, and loving 
Him, and trusting Him, and seeking to glorify Him, the 
devil and all of the demons of hell back off ! What did 
Paul say in Rom. 8 :37? "Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him that loved .£.§.. " What 
did he say in Phil. 4:13? "I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth �. " 
cr. our Lord ' s  words in Matt. 11:28-30. 

Concl : This statement in our text is a command. Go now and make 
sure that you have the tirdle of truth in place, and that 

daily you are making sure that his pan of the armor i s  ready 
for battle!  0 - 0 
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THE CHRISTIAN SOLDIER' S  FOOTWEAR 
Ephesians 6: 1 5  

Intro: The third part of the armour that is mentioned--for the 
feet! 

This obviously has to do with the Christian' s  ability to stand 
against the enemy. 

The parts of the armour not only suggest that which is for our 
protection, but also that which will be under attack. Thus now 
we come to focus our attention on one major part of the Word of 
God: "the Gospel of peace. "  

Let us make sure that we understand the verse. 

1 .  THE MEANING OF THE VERSE. 

"The gospel of peace,"  we should understand. 
is the message of salvation. Cf. Rom. 1 : 1 6 .  
peace" because it is the means by which peace 
between God and the believing sinner. 

To have "your feet shod" means two things: 

"The gospel" 
It is "of 
is established 

1) That you should have the Gospel on--that is, that it 
should be your salvation! It speaks of one who is 
saved. 

2) That this is where you stand. You will not be moved 
aWe:;[ from it. 

"Preparation" means preparedness, battle-readiness.  It 
means to be on the lookout for the enemy. 

But , as Thomas Manton once wrote, 
He calleth it also the preparation, , because 
this peace breedeth firm and ready resolution to go 
through all difficulties, crosses, and harships:  Acts 
=i. 13,  "I am ready not only to be bound, but to die 
at Jerusalem • • •  " See Vol. 9, p. 21 5 .  

Thus, it means, No compromise ! 

This is the We:;[ the Reformers felt about the Gospel. It had 
been so corrupted in their da:;r that it was not the same 
Gospel. Calvin once said, 

You yourself know, or at least ought to know, what I 
am; that, at all events ,  I am one to whom the heavenly 
law of my Master is so dear, that the cause of no man 
on earth will induce me to flinch from maintaining 
it with a pure conscience (quoted by Thea Van Halsema 
in � Was John Calvin, p. 1 56 ) .  

Also, Luther' s ,  "Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise. So 
help me God. " (Op. cit. , p. 1 25. ) 
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We can never know when the devil will attack. He wants to 
catch us unprepared and not expecting him. But here we 
have the Word of God to show us what we must do. 

II. THE ESSENTIALS OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE. 

On what truths of the Gospel is there to be no compromise? 
None of them! All are absolutely essential. We cannot give 
ground on a single point. 

Let us deal with them. 

Let me give you another word from Luther: 
When the battle rages, there the loyalty of the soldier 
is proved; and to be steady on all the battle front 
besides is merely flight and disgrace if he flinches 
at that point. 

If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest 
exposition of the truth of God except precisely 
that point which the world and the devil are at that 
moment attacking, then I am not confessing Christ, 
however boldly I may be professing Him. 

Where is the battle focusing today? 

Please turn to the beginning of the Epistle of Paul to the 
Romans, chapter 1, verse 1: "the gospel of God." 

The battle today centers � the extent to which God is in
volved i!! the Gospel, i!! lli preaching, and i!! its effect! 

Thus we turn first to 

A.  The Gospel of God. 

B. 

He planned it freely, sovereignly, completely. He did 
not overlook a single part of it. And it is being 
carried out exactly as He has determined that it shall 
be. 

Who can read Romans or Ephesians or the Gospel of John 
or any other passage or book that speaks specifically 
of salvation, and come up with any other idea? 

Cf. Rom. 8: 28-30; Eph. 1 : 3  ff. ; John 6 ,  1 7 .  

The Gospel of Christ. Cf. Rom. 1 :  3, 4, 9. 

A. His Person. See the Romans passage above. 
1 .  His Deity. 
2. Hi s Humanity. 



B .  His 

1 .  

2. 

l!ipn. b :  I ,  

Work. 

His death. 

a. 'i'hat it was real, historical . 

b. That it was substitutionary. 

c. That it was sufficient . 

d. That it was effectual , not a mere 

His resurrection. 

a. That it was real , historical . 

b. That it was victorious. 

c .  That it was final . 

D )  

provision. 

C. "The Gospel of peace" -- the sole provision for the 
forgiveness of man ' s  sin and for peace with God. 

Cf. John 14: 6 ; Acts 4: 1 2 ;  Rom. 1 : 1 6. 

D.  The necessity of faith. Cf. Acts 1 6: 30, 31 . 

The works of the Law cannot be added to it , and so all 
other works are also excluded. 

The ordinances of the church are not a part of it. 

No race nor any nation has preference over another. 
It is only "by grace through faith. "  

Concl: Is this where we stand? Is this our hope for salvation? 
Do we understand it , and is it so precious to us that 

no one could turn us aside from it? Do we bear witness to it? 

If we are without this part of the armour, we are not ready for 
the battle !  
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THE SHIELD OF FAITH 
Ephesians 6: 1 6  

Intro: We come to the fourth of the six parts of the armor 
which were mentioned by Paul. 

A change is suggested by two things in the text: 
1 )  In the first three parts the emphasis is on "having" ; in the 

last three, "taking. " 
2 )  Here the Apostle said, "Above all, • • . " 

The difference seems to be this: The first three are pieces 
that the soldier would wear continuously; the last three he 
would � when the enemy began to attack. 

"Above all" is lit., in all, i.e., 1E. all conflicts, or, � all 
occasions. In a sense it points to their importance, but not 
to make them more important than the parts of the armor already 
mentioned. The point is: You have the first three on; do not 
forget to take up these last three. 

I. WHAT IS "THE SHIELD OF FAITH"? 

It clearly means that our shield is !aith! 

The word, "shield, "  is taken from the root of the word door. 
Perhaps originally doors were used for shields because they 
could protect the whole body. Later on the shields were 
made in an oval shape and were more mobile, but still large 
enough to dend the �ole body. 

Note what this implies about the sufficiency of faith. 

II. WHAT IS ITS PURPOSE? 

Not just to stop them, but "to quench all the fiery darts of 
the wicked." 

"The wicked" here is the Wicked One. 

Related ,to this is Paul' s  statement about "the evil day" in 
v. 1 3 .  

The Devil is called the Evil One because the effect of what 
he does is always evil; it is never good. 

In the warfare of that day the "fiery darts" were used to 
injure by burning, and to render the enemy unable to con
tinue in the battle. 

III. \mAT ARE "THE FIERY DARTS"? 

They are meant to hurt us and to render us incapable of 
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engaging in the battle. What does the Evil One throw in 
our direction? 

For this we must turn to the Word of God. What did he do 
in Scripture? This is Our only reliable SOurce of informa
tion concerning our enemy. 

Let me point out what any concordance will show you if you 
look up the verses which have to do with the Devil. It is 
this: Satan usually fights, and his forces fight, behind 
the scene. He does not like to be detected. And so there 
are very few passages in the OT which speak specifically of 
him. There are more in the NT. But we can be sure that he 
and his evil forces have always been busy in one way or 
another. 

But we have enough given to us in the Scriptures to expose 
"the fiery darts" which he uses over and over again. We 
cannot take up all of the passages, but let me point out 
some of the most important ones. 

One thing that can be said about all of them is that in one 
way or another they are aimed to disrupt a believer' s  atti
tude toward God. 

A. With Eve -- the dart of doubt. 

He questioned the Word of God, and the goodness of God. 
Cf. Gen. 3:1 ff. 

B .  With Job -- the dart of  injustice and suspicion of  God. 

Satan is mentioned in the first two chapters , and then 
no more! This is characteristic of the way he works. 

Job could see no reason why he would have to suffer as 
he did, and so his attitude brought him to charge God 
with being unrighteous. 

C .  With David -- the dart of pride . 

Cf. 1 Chron. 21: 1 ff. , and the numbering of the people. 

D. With our Lord Jesus Christ -- the dart of impatience. 

This is undoubtedly one of the most valuable of all the 
passages dealing with Satan. He set before the Lord all 
kinds of shortcuts to the kingdom. He wanted Our Lord 
to ignore the ways of God. 

E. With the Corinthian church -- the dart of an unforgiving 
spirit. 

Cf. 2 Cor. 2: 11. 
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F. With Paul -- the dart of  discouragement . 

Cf. 2 Cor. 1 2:7. "Buffet" means to hinder so as to 
discourage. 

G. With all saints -- the dart of criticism. 

Cf. Rev. 12: 1 0 .  

IV. HOW DO WE TAKE "THE SHIELD OF FAITH"? 

Notice how important this is. By it we can quench all of 
"the fiery darts of the wicked . "  Not one can get by "the 
shield of faith. "  

Well, this brings us back to the question, Where does � 
faith � from? 

One of the greatest things that Satan has ever done is to 
make us think that our faith comes from ourselves. So the 
result is that Christians are led to believe that it is 
really up to them, and that maybe the Lord will help when 
the darts are coming in too fast for us to be able to cope 
with them. 

What is the right answer? Where does our faith come from? 

A. It comes from God. Cf. Eph. 2 : 8, 9. 

B. It comes through the Word. Cf. Rom. 1 0 : 1 7 .  

This does not mean that we have a strong faith just be
cause we read the Bible through every year, or even more 
t han t hat. It means t hat we must understand the Bible, 
and believe it, and rest in its truth and in its pro
mises! 

C. It comes in answer to prayer. Cf. Luke 1 7: 5. 

D. It comes through our fellowship with Christ. Cf . Heb. 
12:  2. 

We learn of Him. We love Him. We spend time with Him. 
And He imparts faith to us. 

E. It comes by the Holy Spirit. Cf. Gal. 5: 22. 

How often we miss out with the Word and with the Lord 
and we miss out in prayer because we ignore the Holy 
Spirit! 

Concl : Where do I begin to take "the shield of faith"? I begin 
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with the Word. That is the point of my contact with each Member 
of the Godhead, and it is through the Word that I am taught to 
pray. 

Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones has what seems to me to be an excellent 
definition of what it means to take and to use "the shield of 
fai th. " This is what he says: 

Faith here means the ability to apply �uickly what we believe 
so as to repel everything the devil does or attempts to do 
to us • • • the �uick application of what we believe as an 
answer to everything that the devil hurls at us (The Christ-
ian Soldier, p. 305) .  

-

The shield is for our defense, for our protection. The Word is  
also our sword as  we shall see in a couple of weeks, but we need 
the Word to defend us. 

Notice what the Lord did three times: Matt.  4 :4,  7 ,  10 .  

Notice what Satan did: "Then the devil leaveth him, and{ behold, angels came and ministered unto him" (Matt. 4: 1 1 ) .  

Notice the promise given to us by James:  "Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you" (Jas. 4 : 7b) . 

How do we resist him? How do we defend ourselves against his 
attacks? Peter said that "your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about , seeking whom he may devour: whom 
resist stedfast in the faith, kno>fing that the same afflictions 
are accomplished in your brethren that are in the >forld" (1 Pet. 
Sb, 9 ) . 

May God enable us to understand our need for "the shield of 
faith, "  and what it means to take it! 
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THE HELMET OF SALVATION 
Ephesians 6: 1 7a 

Intro: One thing that I have not stressed throughout our study 
of this passage is that Paul was writing 1£ the plural. 

'- We are all to be armed. We are all involved in the battle. 
And we can assist and encourage each other. 

The devil may at times single us out , and we are engaged in a 
personal struggle ,  but his objective is to get us out of the 
great army of the Lord. But it should help us to know that we 
are not individual soldiers standing alone , but we are a part 
of an army. 

Tonight we come to the fifth part of the armor: "And take the 
helmet of salvation . . " 

It is a command. It is plural . It is specific: "the helmet of 
salvation . "  

How are we going t o  determine what i t  means? 

Well , let us take a concordance and see if it is spoken of any 
other place in the Bible. 

'-- We find that it is--in two places: Once in the OT: Isa. 59: 1 7 ;  
once in the NT: 1 Thess. 5 :8 .  

Both o f  these are significant passages because: 
Isa. 59: 1 7  clearly points to the doctrine of salvation. 
1 Thess. 5 : 8  speaks of "the hope , "  the ultimate objective 
of salvation. 

Let us ask another question: Did Paul refer to salvation any 
other times 1£ the � 2£  Ephesians? Did he refer to this truth 
by name? 

Again, the answer is, Yes. Cf. Eph. 1 : 1 3; 2 : 5 ,  8 ;  5 : 23. 

What about "hope , "  the word that is used in 1 Thess. 5 : 8? 

Yes, it also is used in Eph. 1 : 1 8 (cf. Col. 1 : 5 ) ;  2: 1 2 ;  4:4.  

Obviously "the helmet of salvation" is going to be an object of 
attack, as well as a protection against the enemy. But how? 

Let us begin with the word, "salvation, "  and then work toward 
the word, "hope , "  as we have it in 1 Thess. 5 :8 .  We will confine 
ourselves for our use of the word salvation to the book of 
Ephesians. 

I. EPHESIANS 1 : 1 3  -- THE MESSAGE OF SALVATION. 
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If we are going to put on "the helmet of salvation, "  we must 
be clear as to what the Gospel is! Not to be clear on the 
Gospel itself, makes it impossible for us to wear it as an 
"helmet." 

This takes us back in chapter 1 of Ephesians to verse 3 and 
right on up to verses 13 and 14. No part is unimportant! 

Cf. also the emphasis in Isa. 59: 17. (See vv. 12-21. ) 
The children of Israel had departed from the truth! And so 
the Lord put on "righteousness as a breastplate, and an 
helmet of salvation upon his head • • •  " 

Notice how many parts of the armor have to do with the 
Gospel ! We must stand 2!! it, and for it. 

II. THE CONDITION OF SALVATION (Eph. 2 : 5, 8 ) .  

When Paul wrote, "And take the helmet of salvation , "  he was 
indicating that it was-a-gift, a gift of grace, an undeserv
ed gift! 

There must be real humility in putting on the helmet of 
salvation. There must be that continual realization of 
unworthiness. 

�. III. THE PERSON WHO SAVES (Eph. 5: 20) .  

In our defense of the truth of the Gospel, there is always 
the danger that salvation will become to us no more than a 
doctrine. It is, however, the doctrine of the work of a 
Person, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

He does the saving. We do not have any part in it, not even 
in assisting Him to save us. 

IV. THE " HOPE" OF SALVATION. 

If there is one special emphasis that stands out above the 
others, it is this! 

What is "the hope of salvation" ( 1  Thess. 5:8)? 

It has to do with the ultimate goal of our salvation 
salvation in the future tense. 

Cf. Eph. 1 :18; 2: 12; 4:4 -- the three times that the word is 
used in Ephesians. 

This is our prospect and our expectation -- that we will be 
with the Lord and � the Lord! 

Cf. Rom. 8: 23-25. 
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See how it i s  used (the word. " salvation") in anticipation 
of a future fulfillment : 1 Pet. 1:3-9 (esp. vv. 5 .  9 ) ;  Heb. 
9 : 28; Rom. 13 :11. 

Concl : Obviously the only people who can "take the helmet of 
'"--- salvation" are believers. 

This is a part of our only defense against the devil. There
fore, there are four questions I need to ask and to answer in 
harmony with what we have seen tonight : 
1) How well do I know the Gospel ,  and am I standing firmly for 

it? 
2 )  Do I live in the consciousness that I do not deserve anything 

that the Lord has done for me? 
3) How often do I praise the Lord that He has done all that is 

necessary "tor my salvation? 
4) Am I really looking forward to the coming of the Lord and 

the changes that will take place in me at that time? 

The right answer to these questions will show if we have really 
taken "the helmet of salvation . "  
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THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT 
Ephesians 6 : 1 7b 

Intro: This is really the only offensive weapon we have, un
less we add to it , prayer. 

Notice each part of the expression. We are now talking about 
the Word of God. Here Paul calls it, "the sword of the Spirit, " 

What does he mean by this expression? 

There are at least three ideas in these words: 
1
2
) That it originated with the Spirit. 
) That it remains the property of the Spirit . 

3) That it is the Spirit Who will use it. 
We will deal with these more in detail in a moment. 

Next we notice that Paul called it , "the word of God."  

This is not the expression that we normally would expect, 
but another word al together: ?Y> t-'" ... . It is used also in Eph. 
5 : 26. 

"Philo makes the distinction of the )-../',/ Q)  and the P'if-'."- to be 
that of the whole and its parts (Leg. Alleg. iii. 1 6 ) "  (Trench, 
p. 289, footnote) .  

• 

'_ Thus, it seems that Paul used this particular word to indicate 
two things about the Scriptures: 
1 )  That they are the utterances of God, that which God has 

actually spoken. 
2 )  That this is  what they are in all of their parts--nothing is 

excluded. 

We are to "take" this "word" as if we had heard, or were hearing, 
God speak it. We are to take hold of it, take it up, take it 
in our hand as we would a sword. God has provided it for us as 
a gift, and we are to take what He as provided and to consider 
it as it actually is. 

But we also need to keep in mind our purpose in so taking it . 
It is to be used against the enemy, and the enemy is described 
in verse 1 2  of Eph. 6. Men, "flesh and blood, " are not our 
primary enemies, but they most often are involved (although not 
all of the time) .  

So it means that we must be prepared to use the Word against the 
Enemy and his spiritual forces. 

What is the Devil always trying to do? 

To answer this question we must go to the Scriptures themselves. 
Cf. Gen. 3 , Job 1 ,  2, and Matt.  4: 1 -1 1 .  What do we learn from 
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these passages? We learn: 
1) That he wants to drive a wedge between us and God. 
2) That , to do this,  he seeks to discredit the only source of 

knowledge that we have about God and His will .  
3 )  Therefore, he wants us to turn away from the Word o f  God, 

'_' from believing it, from reading it, from having anything to 
do with it. 

'-

And so it is significant that the Devil actually wants to take 
"the sword of the Spirit" out of our hands ! 

Consequently, the only way we can oppose him is 
very Word which he tries to take from us.  Cf. 
2 Tim. 4: 1 -7 ,  esp. v. 7 ;  Tit. 1 : 1 3 .  

by using the 
1 Pet. 5 :8 ,  9 ;  

Having 'seen all of  this, let us  consider this part of verse 17 
in two ways :  

2
1 ) What it means to "take" it. 
) What it requires of us. 

1. WHAT IT MEANS TO "TAKE" IT. 

We are to "take" is as "the sword of the Spirit , which is 
the Word of God . "  Keep in mind what we have already pointed 
out by these expressions. 

Needless to say, it matters a great deal how we "take" the 
Word, i . e . ,  what we consider it to be ! 

Let me point out four things which are indicated by the 
words Paul used here: 

A. We must "take" it as having been given to us by the Holy 
Spirit. Cf. 2 Pet. 1 : 20 ,  21 . 

B. We must "take" it as being in all of its parts the Word 
of God, equally the Word of God. Cf. 2 Tim. 3 : 1 6 , 1 7 .  

C .  We must "take" it as requiring the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit if it is to be known. Cf. John 1 6: 1 2-1 5 ;  1 Cor. 
2 : 9 , 10 .  

D .  We must "take" it  as to  be used the way the Holy Spirit 
intends for it to be used. Cf. Rev. 2 : 7 ,  1 1 ,  1 7 ,  29; 
3: 6, 1 3 ,  22; Isa. 55 : 1 0, ,1 1 .  

II. WHAT DOES IT REQUIRE OF US? 

If we are to "take" it, then it means that we must know it, 
believe it, obey it, and be prepared to � it (as th;"' Holy 
Spirit intends that it should be used) . 

In all this ,  we must depend upon the Holy Spirit to teach us. 
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What does i t  require? 

A. Reading. Cf. Rev. 1 : 3 .  

B .  Hearing -- hearing it  read, hearing it  taught and preach
ed. 

Cf. Rev. 1 : 3; 2 Tim. 4: 1-8;  Eph. 4: 1 1-1 6. 

C. Meditation. Cf. Josh. 1 : 8 ;  Fsa. 1 1 9 : 97 ;  Fsa. 1 : 2 .  

Meditation includes pr�ing for illumination and under
standing. 

D. Faith--faith in the Word, and in God through His Word. 
Cf. Rom. 1 0: 1 7 .  

E .  Obedience. Cf. Rev. 1 : 3 . 

Concl: We have yet to deal with the subject of prayer, but at 
this point it is important for us to know that we are 

taking the Word of God in all of its parts,  learning it, enjoying 
it, believing it, and using it. 

Axe we? 

''-..- Obviously we can do all of the rest, but , if we fail here, then 
defeat is certain. 

We need to be reading the Word daily, after we have asked the 
Holy Spirit to teach us. And we do it with every intention that, 
by the .grace of Go� we will do what the Lord tells us to do, and 
be what He wants us to be. 

May the Lord Himself teach us more in our own lives about what 
it means to "take • • •  the sword of the Spirit , which is the 
word of God. " 
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THE COJ'llMAND TO PRAY 
Ephesians 6 : 1 8-20 

Intro: One thing that a Christian has to learn is that obedience 
is not optional. This is brought out very clearly when 

'- he is portrayed as a soldier. 

Therefore , there is no part of the armour that can be left off. 
Nei ther � .!?& fail .:!:2. pra.yl 

Note Samuel ' s  words in 1 Sam. 1 2 : 20-25, esp. v. 23. When we 
begin to look upon prayerlessness as sin, we will be making 
progress in the right direction. 

To fail to pray has to be considered as one of the two most 
basic sins in a Christian' s  life. The other is the neglect of 
the Word. And so it is very clear in this passage that failure 
to prayer is insubordination. The effect of it is that it will 
bring the disciplinary action of God Himself, and it will mean 
spiritual defeat for any believer, as well as those for whom he 
should be praying. 

So , what Paul said in verse 1 8  was linked grammatically to the 
preceding verses, and is a part of all that has gone before. 
We must pray! 

And therefore it is important for us to understand our orders. 

First, let me give you a literal translation of the verse: 

With rlkvRrayer and supplication, praying at all time 
(or, �v��-time) in the Spirit, and unto this (or, in this 
very thing) watching with all perseverance and supplication 
for all saints. 

The NASB has it this way: 
With all prayer and petition pray (mg. , praying) at all 
times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the 
alert with all perseverance and petition for all saints. 

The NIV is more of a paraphrase and does not follow the original 
text as well: 

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and 
always keep on praying for all the saints .  

The NKJV: 
Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance 
and supplication for all saints.  

The KJV: (Read. ) 
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What I want to do tonight is to  take verse 18  in particular and 
draw out of it certain principles regarding our praying as 
Christian soldiers which we need to be following daily. These 
are divinely inspired principles which we should understand and 
then practise faithfully. 

There are ten of them. 

I .  THE CHRISTIAN SOLDIER IS  TO PRAY. 

As a Christian he will pray, but pictured as a soldier he 
must pray. And he must pray not only because God has com
�ed it, but because he needs to! 

II. HE IS TO PRAY FOR HIMSELF AND FOR OTHER SAINTS. 

The verse in the original is clearly divided into two parts, 
and this is the reason. 

III. HIS PRAYER IS TO BE TO GOD. 

This is the meaning of and its verb which are 
translated "praying" and "prayer" in our text. It is the 
common Greek word for prayer to God. Calvin taught this. 
Trench holds to this,  as to Arndt and Gingrich. 

In order to prayer to God, we need to know the kind of 
prayer that is acceptable to Him, and we must keep ourselves 
from any ritualistic or formal attitude toward prayer. 

IV. HE IS TO PRAY ALL KINIlS OF PRAYER. 

This is the meaning of "all prayer. " 

What 
1 

kinds of prayer 
Confession. 
Worship. 

are there? 

2 
3 
4 
5 

Praise. 
Intercession. 
Petition. 

TO BE 
V. HIS PRAYER IS BOTH GENERAL AND SPECIFIC. 

This is brought out by the 
"prayer and supplication. II 

above ; the latter word is 

use of the two words for prayer: 
(The former word is under III 

. ) 

These two words are used together in Phil. 4: 6;  1 Tim. 2: 1 ;  
5 : 5 .  In the LXX, Psa. 6 :9 ;  Dan. 9 :21 ("prayer" ) and 23 
("supplication" ) . 

It is important that we be prepared to do both. There are 
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prayers that we can pray for ourselves and anyone else. But 
then there are other requests that apply to us or to certain 
individuals at specific times. 

VI. HE IS TO PRAY CONTINUOUSLY. 

This is indicated by the present tense of the participles,  
111Ipraying" and "watching. " 

Cf. 1 Thess. 5 : 1 7 ,  "Pray without ceasing. " We are not al
ways on Our knees, nor are we always speaking to God in 
prayer. But the word means that we must never stop praying. 
We do not take vacations from praying. Prayer must be an 
integral part of our daily life. It must be a regular habit. 

VII. HE IS TO PRAY "IN THE SPIRIT. " 

In the Greek text "alvlaYs" is linked with "in the Spirit . "  
And so this i s  not a special way to pray on certain occasions 
but this is the way we are to pray at all times. 

Cf. Jude 20 , 
But ye , beloved, building up yourselves on your most 
holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit • • • 

Note that the order here is the same as in Eph. 6: 1 0-20 
the Word first, and then prayer in the Holy Spirit. 

What does this mean? Let me suggest two simple answers to 
get you started: 
1) It means to pray in dependence upon the Holy Spirit to 

lead you instead of depending upon yourselves. And this 
applies as much to your faithfulness in prayer as well 
as to the content of your prayer. 

2) It means that your praying must be consistent with "the 
sword of the Spirit" which Paul had just mentioned in 
v. 1 7 . 

VIII. HE IS TO PRAY AS A SOLDIER ON GUAR1l: "watching. " 

It expresses the fact that you �. 
be ££ guard all night , the Christian 
to forego sleep in order to pray. 

Just as a soldier may 
soldier must be willing 

This word is used in Heb. 1 3 : 1 7 ;  2 Cor. 6 : 5 ;  1 1 : 27 .  

XI. HE IS TO PRAY PERSEVERINGLY. 

� This is different from what I mentioned under VI above. 
"\ii th all perseverance" refers to the way that I pray about 
certain needs. I can keep on with- ;the habit of praying, 
and yet give up on particular requests. 

George Mueller prayed for one man for over 50 years, and 
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he was not saved until after Mr .  Mueller died! That is 
praying "with all perseverance. " 

The verb of this word is used in Rom. 1 2 : 1 2 ;  Acts 1 : 14 ;  2 : 42,  
46 ; 6 :4 ;  8 : 1 3 ; 1 0 : 7 ;  Rom. 1 3: 6. 

x. HE IS TO PRAY FOR "ALL SAINTS. "  

It is the "saints" who need prayer. 

We pray for the saints we know. We pray for those in our 
church. But this expression means that we are to keep our 
hearts open to pray at least some times for people we do not 
always pray for. 

Cf. Paul in Rom. 1 : 9 ;  Col. 1 : 3, 4. 

Concl:  Here are the principles. Take them and examine your 
praying in the light of each one. Seek the help and 

guidance and blessing of the Holy Spirit. And then pray, acting 
upon them. The blessing of God will surely come to you, to 
those for whom you pray, and upon us as a church ! 
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AN URGENT REQUEST 
Ephesians 6: 1 9 ,  20 

Intro : These verses corne at the close of what Paul has had to 
say about the Christian ' s  arrnour--but it is a part of 

what he was saying. 

There are obviously two things which the Devil hates, and hates 
intensely: 
1 )  A holy life. 
2 )  The preaching of the Gospel . 
And when these two are combined in one person, you can be sure 
that there will be the strongest kind of opposition. 

This was the kind of a person the Apostle Paul was. 

Conse�uently we find many times in his Epistles when he re�uested 
prayer. He was not self-confident. He knew what he was doing 
(as Lloyd-Jones reminds us) . And he knew the Satanic forces he 
was facing. Therefore, with all of his knowledge , with all of 
the blessing he had seen, with all of the people he had seen 
drawn to Christ , he still recognized that he needed the Lord' s 
people to pray for him. 

It is significant that with all he knew about the will of God 
and the sovereign purposes of God which could not fail , he spent 
so much time in prayer himself and was always asking others to 
pray for him. There was still hesitancy and apprehension in his 
heart when it came to the preaching of the Gospel. 

Let us notice some things about our text, and then examine the 
text itself. 

1. THE ONE MAKING THE REQUEST: the Apo stle Paul . 

This is a call for the Lord ' s  people to pray faithfully for 
all who have been appointed by God to preach the Word. If 
Paul needed prayer, then no one is exempt! 

Do you have a special list of the Lord' s servants you pray 
for--pastors and missionaries? 

II. HIS CIRCUMSTANCES .  

A. He was away from horne . 

B .  He was a prisoner in chains . 

C .  He was not strong physically. 

D. In the word Ifambassador" there is the suggestion that 
he was old. 
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Any one of these would have been an excuse for him to feel 
that he did not have to be as zealous in his work as he had 
been before . 

And yet, not � of these was included 1£ l!i!! prayer reguest 
� .!£ the Ephesian church! 

III. HIS REQUEST -- because there ,/as really just �! 

Paul was concerned about his witnessing, his preaching. 

These are the details of his request. It seems fruitless to 
argue about what he wanted "given" unto him. He needed all 
of these things which he mentioned, and his request means 
that he was absolutely dependent upon God for each part of 
the request, and also that he knew that God grants these 
in answer to prayer. 

Cf. James '  "ye have not , because ye ask not" (Jas. 4: 2 ) .  

A. He wanted to speak with power! 

This is the thought in the word, "utterance."  

Cf. Acts 1 : 8 .  

'__ B.  He wanted the Lord to open his mouth. 

This is why there is so little witnessing done, and we 
need to realize that it is something that we need to 
pray about. 

C .  He wanted to speak "boldly. " 

This is a word that is rich in its meaning. Look at the 
ideas that are included in it. 

1 .  Basically it means, "free-speech"--not holding any
thing back. 

Compromise with the truth is a temptation that is 
constantly facing the child of God, and especially 
the pastor. It is easy to hold back part . The 
Gospel is foolishness to the world, and we sense 
that as we witness. 

Paul wanted to hold nothing back! He wanted to be 
able to tell it all ! 

2 .  I t  means t o  be clear and frank. 

3. It means to speak with confidence and assurance.  
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But there was a fourth part t o  his request. 

D. He wanted "to make known the mystery of the Gospel . "  

Here we have his message, but we also have his objective 
\ _  in preaching the message. "To make known" means that 

he was not going to be satisfied with preaching the 
Gospel; he wanted people to understand it and to believe 
it ! 

The request would seem to indicate that Paul felt that 
his time in prison was an official assignment from God-
that he was there because God intended some to hear the 
Gospel and be saved! 

"The mystery of the Gospel" pointed to the glory of his 
message. That which had been given in part throughout 
God' s  dealings with His people ,  had not been given in 
its fulness. It was to be heard and to be understood, 
and this was the message which Paul had been appointed 
to give , and which he loved to preach--"That therein I 
may speak boldly as I ought to speak."  

The word, "therein, "  i s  a translation of two words which 
could be rendered, that in Him, referring to the Lord. 
The commentaries do not seem-to favor this ,  but there is 
such an example in 1 Thess. 2 : 2 .  

"Ought" = must.  Paul had t o  speak the Gospel a s  he had 
expressed in his prayer, but he could not do it apart 
from the enabling grace of God! 

Concl: Is this not one of the greatest lessons in witnessing--
t hat we fai l i n  our testimony because we do not realize 

the opposition we face and the great need that we have for 
prayer. There is no other communication that is as difficult as 
telling people about Christ. The Lord will enable us to serve 
Him faithfully in preaching the Gospel only when we pray, and 
others pray, that we will fulfil the work that the Lord has 
given us to do. 


