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rR}\r!�STS, rrl-n<; BTRr"� � AND r,l:fRTSrr 
(First Mes8ar�e on G'3nesj A) 

Intra: He begin this morning the eXDositional study of the 
book of Genesis. By expositional I mean that I am aim

ing at a verse by verse explanation of this book of the Bible. 

I do this for at least three reasons: 
1) First, I believe that the Lord is leading me to do this at 

this time. 
2) Second, the book of Genesis is a part of the '.'lord of God, 

and in order to be true to my calling I must teach it if I 
am to declare all of the counsel of God. See Paul's state
ment in Acts 20:27. 

3) Third -- at this particular time because: 

b
a ) It is the foundational book of all of the Bible. 

) Some of you have never studied it. Some of you have 
never even read it. 

c) Your spiritual life is sadly deficient if you do not 
kno", this book. 

d) And -- as Peter said in his second Epistle about the 
truth in that book, it can also be said of Genesis that 
",e can never kno", it as we need to kno", it -- and so we 
must come back to it continually to have its truths re
impressed upon our hearts! 

The purpose of the book of Genesis is not stated in so many words 
a�ywhere in the book, and so we must learn that purpose by our 
own readine �nd meditation. 

Therefore -- PLEASE READ GENESIS AS MUCH AS YOU CAN DURING THE 
MONTHS AHEAD. READ IT THROUGH AT ONE SITTING AS OFTEN AS POSS
IBLE. READ IT ALOUD. READ IT WITH OTHERS. READ IT AN]) HEAD IT 
AND READ IT UNTIL THE TRUTH OF THE BOOK BEGINS, UNDER THE DIREC
TION AN]) BLESSING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT,TO GET INTO YOUR HEART. 
THE MORE YOU READ IT, THE GREATER WILL BE YOUR BLESSING. 

This morning I 
with Genesis. 
that it is • •  

want us to take the time to get briefly acquainted 
And the first thing that .Ie should remember is 

I. The First Book of THE BIBLE. 

Every once in a ,.hile we need to declare what ,"e believe 
about the Bible -- that it is the Word of God, and 

that it is the only book in the ,"orld that 
has the right to make this claim. 

Genesis is the first of 66 books "'hich ,"e can rightfully say 
are one book. -----
Although written over a period of some 1600 years� there is 



a uni ty to thi.s book Hhirh ';Quld lead one to believe that it 
had all been written by thA same person -- not 35 or more 
",ri ters. 

This unity can only be accounted for by the facts mentioned 
in such passages as 2 Tim. 3: 16, 17 and 2 Pet. 1:20, 21 . 
It is good to knOH this, to be told this, but it is even 
more Honderful to be impressed Hith this fact by your OI{TI 
reading of the entire Bible. 

The Bible is absolutely trustHorthy in all of its parts, 
the very Word of God Himself, 
therefore ageless and changeless, and it is an 

infallible book with the stamp of divine 
authority on every part of it, 

a progressive revelation, 
a complete revelation, 
a book which "'e cannot neglect except to our 

eternal loss, 
and a Book ,,,hich, because it is "'hat it is, cannot be under
stood without the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore, you and I should never read Genesis or any other 
part of the 1-lord of God "'i thout specifically calling upon 
the Holy Spirit in prayer to teach us this Word Hhich God has 
given to us. 

But no"" "'hat about 

II. GENESIS. 

I mentioned a moment ago that the account that ",e have in the 
Scriptures is prOgressive. 

It is a book which displays the purpose of God -- from 
Genesis to Revelation. It is not a book which tells us all 
that man ",ould like to knoH, but a book "'hich tells us the 
things "'hich God "ants us to kno",. 

Every;Jhere in the Bible you ",ill see the Lord employing what 
",e might call the principle of selection, i.e., from out of 
all that could be written about any event, any

·person, any 
truth, the Lord has careful chosen that which fits into His 
purpose -- and this is what we have in Scripture, nothing 
more, nothing less, nothing else! 

FOR ALL OF THIS GENESIS IS THE FOUNDATIONAL BOOK. 

It was written by Moses to give us the basic facts upon which 
the rest of the I,ord of God rests. 

To state it another way -- if we did not have Genesis, we 
would not be able to understand the rest of the Bible! 



As an example of the truths which have their roots in Genesis  we 
can 
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mention: 
God -- in  Genesis ,  the Almighty 
Creation, especially man. 
Marriage. 
Sin. 
Judgment. 
Salvation. 
Separation. 
Security. 
Israel. 
Prophecy. 
many, many more! 

God! The Creator! 



The roots of the teachinp;s of Scripture R.re here. 'Pherefore, 
it is not to be a matter of surprise if you are strugl"ling 
with the Bible because you have never taken the time to get 
familiar with the book of Genesis. 

I have asked you to read it. 

One thing that you should notice is that there are basically 
two divisions: 
1) Chapters 1-11. 
2) Chapters 12-50. - '\- � � � �, 
Tn fact, wi.th a little study you ;,ould see th� the first 11 
chapters are definitely introductory, fragmentary, covering 
as much time in those 11 chapters as is covered by the re
mainder of the Old Testament! 

The first 11 chapters are definitely preparatory, very impor
tant, but actually getting us ready for the man and the sub
,iect matter which comes into promience in Genesis 12. 

Abraham is clearly the outstanding person, historically, in 
the book of Genesis. 

But what else will reading Genesis teach you? 

You will begin to see a spiritual emphasis to the book, an 
emphasis which enables us to see the early history of � 
from God's E2int-of-view. 

Genesis is the oldest and the only truly reliable history of 
the world and of man. But the uniQue thing about it is that 
it is the "lord of God and so it is written as God has ordain
ed, not even as Moses '<JOuld have written it if he had not 
been directed by the Holy Spirit. 

� Thus, we see this -- to simplify it: 
� 1) In chapters 1, 2 everything as God sees it is good, and . 
� even "very good" (Gen. 1: 31). � �2) In chapter 3 things go bad, and from 3 to 11 we see how �� �l things go increasingly bad. 

��� 3) Then, in chapter 12 we begin to see in greater detail 

�kz.,- ;,hat God is doing to make things good in His sight again. 

The Biblical word for 
the "oro, righteous. 
main theme of Genesis 

being good 
Therefore, 
and of the 

and right in God's sight is 
we soon realize that the 
whole Bible is to show us 

how man, created in the likeness of God, yet becoming a 
sinner as a result of his own disobedience, can be brought to 
the place where God can look upon him with divine approval. 

As we see the unfold.ing of this great truth of salvation in the 



book of Genesis, there is one Person who becomes jlre-eminently 
important -- and it is not Abraham (although he is the outstand.
ing character in the book) , not is it Isaac, his son, nor is it 
Jacob, Abraham' s  grandson, nor is it Joseph, Abraham ' s  great 
e;randson. 

It is . . 

III. CHRIST. 

This might seem to be preposterous to you as it did to a 
university professor I was talking to years ago who said 
that anyone who has read the Bible knows that you do not 
read about Christ until you get to the New Testament ! 

Let me prove from the Word of God that he was wrong! 

Please turn to Matthew, chapter 1 -- the genesis (as indica
ted by the word, "generations" ) of the New Testament . 

Why are Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob mentioned here? 

Obviously because they are the human ancestors of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. See Matt. 1:16, 17. 

In other words, when God selected and elected Abraham, it 
was for the purpose of choosing the family and the nation 
through whom the Saviour would be born. 

And one important thing to know about this is that Abraham 
realized what God was doing. Read John 8:56, where we have 
these words of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

"Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw 
it, and was glad." 

Or, remembering that Moses wrote Genesis, take the words of 
our J,ord in John 5:46, spoken to the unbelieving Jews of His 
day, 

"For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: 
for he wrote of me . "  -- -- ----

Or, I would remind you that twice after our Lord' s  resurrec
tion, in speaking with His disciples, Luke tells us that 

" • • •  beginning at Moses and all the prophet s, he ex
pounded unto them in all the scriptures the things con
cerning himself. "  

AND SO WE CAN SAY NOT O NLY THAT WE WILL SEE CHRIST AND LEARN 
OF CHRIST IN GE�""SIS, BUT THAT HE IS THE KEY TO THE BOOK -
THE ONE THROUGH WHOM THE GHEAT TRUTHS OF THAT BOOK ARE OPEN
ED TO THE BELIEVING HEART. 



(;I<:ii,;::;I", 'l'HT<;RIB"i:, A1W CH lUST ( ", ) 
Rp is the GTPatoJ:' in ChaT)ters 1, 2. 
He is  the seed of the woman spoken of in Gen. 3:15. 
His death is  typified when the Lord God took the coats of 

skins and clothed Adam and Eve before He put them out of the 
Garden of Eden. 

His priesthood is  in view when we read of Melchizedek in 
Genesis 14. 

It is  the Lord Jesus Himself who appeared to Hagar and to 
Abraham and to Jacob. 

It i s  obvious that God was thinking of His own Son when He 
asked Abraham to offer up Isaac as a sacrifice. 

And, why, should we ask, do we step out of the specific 
family line at the end of Genesis  when Joseph comes into pro
minence. He was not of the tribe of Judah! It is  because he is 
the greatest single type of the T,ord Jesus Christ that we have 
in all of the Old Testament. 

For these and many, many more reasons which we shall see in the 
book of Genesis itself, we say without any hesitation, Christ 
is the theme and the key to this first of all the Biblical 
books!  

Concl: And so this is what we have to look forward to -
GENESIS, the foundation of the BIBLE, with CHRIST as its 

main theme. 

This is a book that will lead you to Christ if you do not alreaqy 
know Him. 

It is a book which will feed your soul and strengthen your faith 
if you do know Him. 

Let us all be praying that we may see Him more clearly than ever 
before as we go through this book, and let us pray that our 
hearts will be open to the many wonderful truths recorded here 
which will help us in our daily lives to live for Godls,glory 
and for the glory of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

(Pray. ) 



C3 - 6/12/77 a.lli. 

THE GENESIS OF GOD' S  WORD 
Gen. 1:1-2:3 

Intro: Genesis ,  as its name implies,  is the book of beginnings 
in the Bible but not the book of endings. Every-

thing begins in this book, but nothing is  completed here. 

Because it is the book of beginnings, it is the foundational 
book of the ",hole Bible.  If we did not have Genesis ,  we could 
not understand the other 65 books. Therefore , it is  imperative 
that we kno", this book of Genesis. 

To know it we must read it -- over and over. 

And we must pray as we read it -- for only the Lord Himself can 
give us understanding of what He has given us . 

But to assist you -- from reading we can see that the first 11 
chapters are introductory, preparatory. In the last 39 chapters 
1<e get to the heart of the book -- the story of 4 men in one 
family: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob , and Joseph. 

Or there is another division that He can make . 

In chapters 1, 2 He have the story of creation -- or, to use a 
Hord '''hich Moses has used over and over, GENERATION. In chapters 
3-11 ',Te see man ' s origina.l sin ",ith its effect upon man himself 
and upon the early history of the world. We can speak of it as 
DEGENERATION. Hhen ",e get to chapter 12 ,,,here the story sloHS 
dOHn (because in the first 11 chapters Moses COVers as much time 
as in the remainder of the Old Testament) , things begin to move 
up1<ard as He see 1<hat God has planned to meet man ' s  need. And 
so 1<8 can speak of Genesis 12-50 as that "Thich speaks of REGEN
ERATION. 

This ;Till all become more evident to you as you read and re-read 
the book. 

But no", He come to chaT'ter 1 ( actually to 1:1-2:3). 

1-That is its Dlace in Genesis and in the Bible? 

It is not only the genesis (the beginning, the foundation) of 
Genesis, but it is  the genesis of all of the Hord of God. It 
deals 1<i th the subject of CREATION -- a 8ub,iect which comes up 
literally hundreds of times throughout the Hord of God. The 
importance of this chapter cannot be overstated. This is  the 
l"ateHay to Scripture. A good start here Hill find us ,<ell on 
our way toward understandinp; alI that God has given us in His 
1dord. A bad start, or no start at all (which would mean that we 
",ould simply ignore it ) , Hill leave us forever weakened and 
deficient, unable to understand the rest of Scripture as we 
should. 



Ther.efore, let me say ,il.JRt a 'Horn about . . ..  

I .  OUR ATTITUDE. 

How should we approach the study of Genesis -- and especially 
of Genesis 1? 

Let me say three things: 

A. First, let us remember that this is the Word of God -

a divine revelation. 

No one, not Moses (the writer), 
until the 6th day of creation. 
dependent upon God for ,,,hat ever 
about creation. 

Let us remember this. 

nor even Adam, was there 
And so we aTe utterly 
He wants to tell us 

B. Second, we must approach the Bible in an attitude of 
humility and faith -- grateful to God for what He has 
made known to us, and anxious to receive every bit of 
light which He will give us so that we can understand 
what He has written. 

But one other word is necessary. 

C .  We must not come in the spirit of controversy, or vrHh 
a sceptical attitude. 

We do not stand in judgment upon God and His Word; HIS 
WORD IS TO HAVE FULL , ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY OVER US . 14e 
;rant to examine the record as thoroughly as possible, 
and come back to it many,. many times. But it must always 

be with an open heart, remembering that It is the Word 
of God, eager to learn what God has revealed and what 
God is willing to teach us. 

N 0;1 l1e are ready to not e • • • 

II.  THE CONTENT of this passage. 

\fuat is in it? What does it say? This always comes before, 
What does it mean? 

Some general observations: 

A.  It tells us of 6 days i n  which God made this universe. 

I personally believe that these were 24 hour days. See 
Ex. 20:8-11. God does not need a long time to do what 
He does. The long periods have come about as a result of 



ou·c desire to try to harmonize what mR.n thinJes about thf' 
,/Orld with what God has revealed in His Word. 

B. Verse 1 is the title of the whole chapter (which is a 
characteristic of the book -- to use titles). 

And so it is not my personal belief that we have � B:.� 
of time behreen verses 1 and 2 -- that verse 1 speaks of 
original creation and that from verse 2 on we ha�e a re
creation. I do not hold to this. 

This is the original account of all that God did "in the 
beginning." To teach otherwise raises all. kinds of 
doctrinal problems which are not even hinted at in the 
Scriptucres. 

So this means that according the the Word of God the 
world is not nearly as old as men try to make us think 
that it is. Men try to explain the origin of things 
,ri thout having to admit that there is a God -- and so 
this is the reason man has ",one to such ridiculous ex

tremes • 

.1m outstanding scientist, who is a Christian, has said 
that "the Bible will not support a date for the creation 
of man earlier than about 10,000 B.C." (Morris, Henry; 
The Genesis Record, p. 4 5). And then he goes on to show 
that it probably was much less than that -- not too far 
away from the Ll,004 B.C. suggested by Ussher. 

Do you knoH that the JeHs believed that the earth was 
created about 3,760 B.C.? That the writers of the LXX 
taught it was in 5, 270 B.C.? That Josephus held that 
the Horld was created about 5,555 B.C.? That Luther 
believed that creation took place in 3,961 B.G.? And 
that BishoTl Lightfoot believed it was about 3,960 B.C.? 

And did you kno;, that there is a definite swing back to 
these more reoent dates among leading scientific men 
today? 

Let us make sucre that we start ,ri th and stay with the 
Word of God -- not with the declarati.on of "profane and 
vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so 
called" (1 Tim. 6:20). 

Genesis 1: 1,2tell "hat God did; Genesis 1: 3-31 tell us 
the order; Genesis 2: 1-3 ind.icate that it 'das finished.. 

III. THE PURPOSE OF THIS PASSAGE. 

Our curiosity causes us to look for many things which He do 



find here. ,That. '"e need to ask is thi 8: '4hat ,ms God's 
p=pose in giving us this passage? '4hat does He want us to 
get out of it? 

Obviously we can say • • • 

A. He Ivanted us to know: 

1. VThere the world came from. 

2 .  VThere we came from. 

3. The order of creation. 

4. How long it took. 

But perhaps one of the main reasons we have so much trouble 
with this passage is  because we miss the main reason. 

A reading of the Bible ( starting with Gen. 1) confirms the 
fact that the Bible is not only � revelation from God, but 
� it is  � revelation of God. 

It 'lOuld take a very superficial reader not to realize that 
the main purpose of Genesis 1 : 1-2: 3 is to vive us 0= first 
lesso.!:'. inknowing God. 

- - --- - -- ---

It does not contain all that there is to know about God, but 
this i s  where we must start. Creation itself was designed 
to reveal the glory of God. Cf. Psa. 19. 

And sO we point to this gTeat p=pose of r�nesis 1: 

B .  GOD WANTS US TO KNOVI \{flO HE IS.  

He is  mentioned 34 times in these 34 verses: "GOD. "  Do 
not miss the glory and wonder of this !  "'\ " " "115 -f v..'fQ.-\\ '(- " . 

But what are we to know about Him? 
Ou'f \. iJ.,...... 'J. "'l.1e 

1. That He i s  without a genesis ,  a beginning. 

2. That He is infinitely powerful. �"Ot-llN\ 

He made all of this out of nothing. And He finished 
what He started out to do -- a great truth which 
runs throughout Scripture. 

3. That His Word is powerful, effective, authoritative. 
No less than 10 times we read, "And God said • • •  " 

4. That He is  infinitely wise. There is orderliness in 



all that He dops, purpose, nroPTess. 

He even anticipates the ridiculous teaching of the 
evolutionists by saying 10 times, "after his kind , "  
o r  its equivalent! 

5. That He is good, and that He blesses. 

There are 7 times in which it is mentioned that 
things were "good" .in God ' s  sight -- and this is  how 
things evidently are to be judged all through human 
history, by whether or not they are "good" to God. 

6. That He separat ed man from all of the rest of His 
creation when He made mru1, male and female , in His 
own likeness and image. 

We must never lose sight of this as we go through 
the Scriptures .  I t  indicates God ' s  ultimate purpose 
for man. 

But what should. be the practical effect of this chapter upon us? 

IV. THE PRACTICAL RESULTS. 

Obviously there is nothing for us to do -- apart from the 
general words addressed to man in Gen. 1 : 26,  28-30. 

So, we can say that the first practical result is that: 

A.  God wants us to knOll' what is here. 

B. God wants us to believe what is here . 

C. God wants us to know and believe Him because of what is 
here. 

D. God wants us to be humbled by what is here. 

E. God wants us to worship Him because of what is here. 

90ncl: The first revelation of God in  Scripture is  made in terms 
of His creative ;fork work "h;.ch God designed for His 

glory. 

Tragically man has turned this into an attempt to glorify himself 
instead of glorifying God. (Close 1Vith Psalm 8. ) 
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ADAJ/[ IHiD EVE 
Gen. 2 :  4-25 

Intra: What is  the relationship between chapter 1 and chapter 2? 
This has probably bothered every person ''Iho has ever 

read the book of Genesis. 

The answer is quite simple. We need to remember three things: 
1) That Gen. 1 begins with a title. 
2)  Gen. 1: 2-31 describes how God did ;,hat is stated in the 

title -- and so ;,e have the 6 days of creation follo;red by 
the first Sabbath in Gen. 2: 1-3. 

3) In Gen. 2: Ll-25 Moses is  going back to describe more in de
tail the one event ,,,hich is the most important out of all of 
those six days of creation. It is the creation of the man 
and the ;roman. Note that Gen. 1:  �7b says, "male and female 
created he them. " 

As you read through Genesis you will note this ulan in other 
sections. It is characteristic of the ;,ay Moses ;,rites this 
book. 

There is another thing of special interest in our text. 

For the first of 10 times we have 
Gen. 2: 4. The other 9 times are : 

the word, "generations. It 

5 :  1 ; 
6: 9; 

10: 1 ; 
11: 10; 
11 : 27 ; 
25: 12;  
25:  19; 
36: 1 ; 
37:2. 

This is  the way Moses has divided the book. 

See 

Thus, from Gen. 2: 4 to 4 :26 we have the first major division of 
the book, and it is entitled, "the generations of the heavens 
and the earth." 

It should be kept in mind that these are all titles, like Gen. 
1: 1 -- and they have to do Hi th ;rhat follows, not with what has 
preceded. 

The Hebre,' word that is  used here for "generations" (0; I �i n) 
is  from the Hebrew verb, 1'1.:., ;,hich means to E.!'�l, or to· bear 
� child. So it speaks of offspriE./l:, the family, i. e. , that 
Hhich resulted from that ;,hich is  named in the htle. And so 
each is a beginning, and this is ;rhat one ;rriter Has referring 
to ;rhen he Hrote, " ' Genesis is  full of geneses ' "  (Green in 
Griffith-Thomas ,  p. 18) .  



I:rn, ')� /;_,/i f / I 

Tn ,vldi ti.oY'- to the "generations" 'He ha.ve h pre, t.h� other 9 are: 
of Adam, 
of Noah, 
of the sons of Noah, 
of Shem, 
of Terah, 
of ISfnnael, 
of Isaac, 
of Esau, 
of Jacob. 

Be! sure to notice these as you read through the book. 

No", vie come to our passage Gen. 2:Ll-25. What is the first 
thing that ",e note in reading it? 

I. THE ADDITION TO THE NAME OF "GOD." 

In chapter 1 do1'Tn through 2:3 ",e have just the name, "God," 
34 times. In chapter 2, from v. 4 to the end, "'e have "Lord 
God" 11 times. "God" by itself does not occur once in this 
part of chapter 2. 
Hhy? 
The critics says that it ",as 1'Tritten by two different people. 

What sources Moses may have used in 1'lri ting Genesis, "Ie do 
not kno",. But the first two chanters in particular had to 
be made kn01m by divine reveal tion or Vlhat they contain could 
never have been knoVi. 

The best anSVIer for the addition to God's Name is the same 
that we "Iould use any other place in the Bible: It has to 
do with the message of the particular pa.ssage. 

Therefore, remembering ,,,hat we saw in chapter 1 (that the 
Bible is not only a revela.tion from God, but a revelation OF 
Goo ), we see that God i.s telling � somethinl'; .?-ddi ti.'?2C,a.1 
about Himself! --- -
What is it? 

All throuf,'h Genesis 1 to 2: 3 it Vias the Hebre1'l, Elohim. NoVi 
"lith 2:4 we have Jehovah Elohim. 

Elohim, Vie saVl, is a ",ord ",hich nlaces emphasis on God's 
�. It slmp'ests that God is more than one, and yet one. 
Genesis 1 teaches us that He ",as in existence at the time of 
crea.tion, and hefore creation, and that it Vias "God," Elohim, 
",ho created all things. 

What does Jehovah mean? 



Note several things: 
1 )  Although "God" uses many names in the Word of God, this 

i s  characteristically His Name. Note: 1",,,-. "''1.'.'i, 
"I am the Lord: that is my name : and my glory 
will I not give to another, neither my praise to 
graven images. " 

2 )  It  was considered so holy hy the Jews that they would not 
pronounce it. They would say, AdonaL We do not know 
what the right pronunciation was. Some say Yahweh. T 
am going to stay with Jehovah, or Lord. 

3) Hhile obviously kno>m at this time, and used in Genesis ,  
it  does not become prominent until the time of  the deli
verance of Israel from E8Yptian bondage. See Ex. 6:3. 
Also Ex. 3 : 1 3, 1 4. 

4) It is  formed from the Hebre", verb, to be. Thus, it 
suggests Bie eternal nature and His-:;mchanging character. 
Thus, putting Lord God together we see that God has al
ways been whatJif>wMat creation, and He will ah,ays be 
the same . 

S) Some grammarians feel that along with being,the name 
Jehovah is  meant to convey the idea of becoming -- not 
that God chang'es, but that He becomes under all circum
stances j;hat � His people needl 

The chapter itself i s  concerned with "the Lord God" in His rela
tionship to the man and the woman, Adam and Eve . 

In order, after the title in v. 4, we have: 
1 )  The need for a man (vv. 5 ,  6). 
2) The forming of the man (v. 1). 
3) The home a�d work which God provided for man (vv. 8-1 5 ) .  
4
5

) The commandment which God gave to man (vv. 1 6, 1 7 ) .  
) The helper God provided for man (vv. 1 8-25) -- which in 

words is the longest section in the chapter. , 

II. THE DETAILS OF THE PASSAGE (Gen. 2 : 4-25) . 

A. The title (Gen. 2:4). 
B. The need for a man (Gen. 2 : 5, 6). 

Obviously the Lord man the earth so that it was dependent 
upon the work of man "to till the ground. " 

C .  The forming of  the man (Gen. 2 : 1).  

This complements the account in Gen. 1 : 26,  27. 

D .  The home and work ,;hich God provided for man (Gen. 2: 
8-1 5) • 

It is  impossible to say where the Garden of Eden was. 



The flood chanp'ed the topography and the p;eol'Taphy of the 
earth. Two of the rivers are now unidentifiable: Pison 
and Gihon. 

"Bdellium" -- mentioned again in Num. 1 1:7 , desoribing 
the color of the manna. It was a gum derived from a 
tree, very fragrant, and used in making perfumes. 

Adam' s work: "to dress it and to keep it" -- referring 
to the Garden of Eden. Note the suggestion that it 
should be protected, guarded, as though there were 
enemies around who were intent on intruding. 

E. The commandment which God gave to man (Gen. 2 :16, 1 7 ) .  

There was j ust one, single prohibition. The penalty 
(and the first time it i s  mentioned) : death. Cf. 3 : 1 9 .  

F. The helper God provided for man (Gen. 2 :18-25). 

She was not "an help meet, " as we say, but as the text 
in vv. 18 and 20 indicates, a helper who would be suit
able for him, his counterpart . 

Eve (first named in ): 20) was to help Adam in the respon
sibilities which God had placed upon him --
1 ) To t ill the ground. 
2 )  To have dominion over the living creatures .  
3 )  To dress the Garden of Eden. 
4) To keep the Garden of Eden. Cf. 3: 24. 

6
5) To obey God. 

) To have children. 

This is what makes the failure of Eve in ch. 3 so tragic. 
She failed to do the one thing that was more important 
than anything else: obedience to God! How i.mportant for 
wives today to see that this is a major part of their 
responsibility -- to ,encourage their husbands to walk 
with the Lord. 

Concl: \fhat can we say about man -- made in the likeness of God 
and yet made of the dust of the earth? 

Obviously these are both his glory and his humiliation. 

Ifhat does it mean, "Let us make man in our image, after our like
ness"? Obviously too much for us to understand fully, but we can 
�et some of the ideas. It means: 
1) That he was distinct from all other creatures.  
2
3

) That he "'as made to live, and not die . 
) That he was made ",ith some of the characteristics of God -

in addition to life, wisdom, strength, will, love, without 



sin ( not ri,Q'hteous , but innocent ) . emotion, "te. 
4) That he had authority. 

But the Hebrev' words suggest not complete likeness, but a shadow 
of what God intended that he should eventually be. Note the 
limitations suggested by 2: 1 7  and 3 : 22. 

Note the advantages: a sinless, innocent character, 
a perfect environment , 
every possible provision, 
enough instruction to be kept like he was, 
an omnipotent and faithful God. 

And yet how drastically the picture changes in  Gen. 3 !  

Has it all been ruined? You would think so, to look at the world 
today. But cf. Rom. 8 : 28,  29. 

Do you love God? 
faith i n  His Son, 
HE ,  is  the remedy 
original purposes 
ed. 

You cannot unless you have come to Him through 
Jesus Christ , as your Saviour. HE, and only 
for man's sin, and the One through whom the 
of God in  oreation will ultimately be fulfill-



TvT/I:f\I'S FTRS1}l SIN 
Genesis 3 

Intro: The first 11 chanters of Genesis have been lmder const��t 
attack by lmreg-enerate men, and often have been held with 

suspicion even by some believers.  

There are probably two major reasons for this :  
1 )  Because of ;,hat it teaches us  about God as the Creator. 
2 )  Because of what it teaches us about Satan and sin. 

Without Genesis 3 we ",ould not be able to understand the true 
nature of man ' s need today (or in any day) -- that � is � 
sinner §!ld under the ,iudgment_ .?f GodL 

And so this is a very important chapter doctrinally: 
1 )  Without it we could not understand such NT teaching as Rom. 

5 : 12, "Wherefore as by one man sin entered • • •  " 
2 )  This gives us the reason for death. 
3) Genesis 3 is also very important because of "hat it teaches 

us ahout the Devil ,  Satan. Jumping over to the last book of 
the Bible (Rev. 12: 9 )  ",e find that the Devil is  the same: 

"And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, 
called the Devil and Satan, who deceiveth the whole 
world " 

Significantly we have a period of peace at the be�inning of the 
Bible, and pp.ace is restored at the end when the Devil iE; cast 
into the lal{e of fire (Rev. 20: 1 0) . So this gives us 2 chapters 
at the bee;innine; of Genesis ,,,hen thinl(s are ri�ht, and 2 chapters 
at the end of the Revelation -- but all is chaotic in bet",een ! 

And so l et us consider man' s  first sin. 

I. WHERE DID IT CO�ill FROM? Cf. Gen. 3:1-��. 
Note first that 

A. Man was not the first sinner. At this point sin is al-
ready in the universe commi tted among anr,els before 
it " 'as committed by men. 

Note also • 

B. God did not create man a sinner. That is clear from Gen. 
1, 2 .  Man ",as not created ri�hteous, but innocent. 

Thirdly 

C .  One who is  called here, "the serpent, "  i s  the one "'ho 
tempted the ",oman to sin. 

We have many other things that are taught us about Satan 



in the Bible, but nothinp here needs to be chRXlp'ed. i'fi8 
methods are still. the same today. His nurpose is still 
the same. So this chapter is basic to an understanding 
of Satan and his work. He is "subtil" crafty and 

deceptive ! 
Now let us look briefly at 

D. The temptation. 

The reason for Satan ' s  temptation of the woman is because 
of his hatred for God, for the Word of God , and for the 
purposes of God Vlith respect to all of creation -- but 
especially as it concerns man, the greatest of all of 
God ' s  creatures on the earth. 

Note this is Vlhat is said: 

1 .  He questions the Word of God (and in so doing Ques
tions the goodness of God) . See v. 1 .  

2 .  He denies the Word of God. See v. 4. It is impor
tant to see that this does not come first. 

3. He interprets the Word of God. See v. 5. 

Satan refers to "God" in what he says; every other 
reference to God in the chanter is like chanter 2 -

"the Lord God . "  

And again there is 8Z1 attack on the goodness of God 
-- suggesting that God does not want man to be like 
he is. And this has even been clouded ove� by the 
KJV, giving us "gods" instead of GOD! 

But this "ould not be complete without noticing the mistakes 
"hich Eve made. 

E. Eve ' s  mistakes. Short of actually eating the fruit, 
there were t"o : 

1 .  Her dialogue Vlith Satan. 

\ve need to learn that, "hen God speaks,  that settles 
it! 

2. Her oontemplation of that "hich God had forbidden. 
See v. 6a. flo" full of meaning are those "ords, 
"And "hen the woman saw" ! 

And "hat she saw gives us the only three approaches 
that Sa,tan ever uses .  See our T,o:ril' 8 temptation in 
Matt . 4:1 1  and John's teaohing in 1 John 2:1 5-1 7 .  



Nost of the time sin befl'ins w:i th \·rh;:,t ",,-, 80e! 

"Rut let us turn no" to our second question: 

II. WHAT WAS IT? See Gen. 3: 6b. 

Her sin "as an act of disobedience against the revealed "ill 
of God. She "as deceived as to the consequences, but not 
about the fact itself. 

Satan al"ays seeks to make sin look as attractive as possib� 

But notice another thin!,,: "and ("he) gave also unto her 
husband "ith her; and he did eat . "  Sins never travel alone. 
Sinners like to involve others ,,,i th them. 

And this latter part is the significant thing according to 
Rom. 5: 1 2  and 1 Cor. 1 5: 22a, " For as in Adam all die . "  

Finally, to our third question: 

III.  WHAT \'iERE THE RESULTS? 

Be sure to pay special attention to these. 

A. They lme" that they had done �ong. Man al ways seeks to 
kill this, but it is there. 

B .  They sought to correct the problem. This is the first 
attempt at salvation by works. 

Even our clothes should be a reminder to us of our shame. 
And the farther people get away from God, the more they 
get back to nakedness and shame. 

C .  'rhey hid themselves from God ( or sought to  do  so) . This 
is evidence of their spiritual death. No longer did 
they delight i n  God's fellowship. They  "ere afraid. Sin 
had brought some things that they had not counted on. 

D. They all fell under the judgment of God. See vv. 8-1 9 .  

Note that they could not hide themselves from God. God 
sought them and found them. 

1 .  Both Adam and Eve sought to pass the blame on to 
others -- but this did not satisfy God. Everyone is 
responsible for his own sin, regardless of how it 
may have taken plaoe! 

2. God pronounced three judgments. See them in vv. 14-



19 -- the serprcmt fi:rst , 
then the woman, 
finally, the man. 

And this introduces the dreadful fact of physical 
death and all that leads up to  it ! 

And , finally, our fourth question: 

IV. IS THERE ANY HOPE? 

Co\-.".. """"'" 0" -':'e." .. h. v.£> 
.-t.'M.a...lC. m�Y\ s,e.e.a.'n'\Q. a. 
5\y\"'f\Q.r .3>..., �v...'('t:... -

�t)we. .... \III!!.'io"'..lc.o \'1!.�ec....-t 
t,'>I\\, o.t' )c.o b."o <bcoc).. 

There i s  light , even in this darkest of all chapters. There 
are at least three rays -- all manifesting the grace of God. 

A. The promise of a redeemer. Cf. v. 15. 

B. 'rhe provision of clothing. Cf. v. 21. And this sets the 
pattern throughout Scripture for the truth of salvation: 
It is provided solely by God, and it is God alone without 
conferring at all with man who determines what this shall 
be. 

C. The posting of the cherubim (angels ) . Cf. vv. 22-24. 
Even here 'fe see the grace of God -- keeping man away 
from the tree of life so that he would not eat its fruit 
and live forever in his sin. 

Concl: Really -- the whole story of Scripture is right here. 
11e do not have the details ,  but 'fe have the basic facts .  

Do you know what your basic problem is? Tt is  SIN. 

Do you know where the answer is? It i s  not in anything that you 
can do for yourself; it is in what God can do and 'has done to 
meet the needs of men. 

Do you see why it is  that the Devil hates the Word of God? Be
cause it i s  the "ord of God. Here you have ultimate and absolute 
truth. 

How you need this chapter and the truth it brings to us, I do 
not know. But will you open your heart to the Lord and ask Him 
to bless the truth of this chapter to you as He sees your need. 
This is not allegory; this is history -- true history! You can 
only turn away from it to the greatest possible damage to your 
own soul. 
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CAIN AND ABEL 
Gen e s i s  4 

Intr o :  In G en e s i s  1 ,  2 w e  have the creat i on o f  a s in l e s s  
wor l d. I n  G en e s i s  3 we have the f i r s t  s in o f  man. 

In G en e s i s  4 we begin to s e e  the progr e s s ive d eg enera t ion 
of the human r a c e  b e c a u s e  of s in -- f ir s t ,  in the fami ly. 

The main purpose of Gene s i s  3-11 s eems to be spreading in
fluenc e of s in whi c h  b egan with " one man" and gradua l l y  
a f fected everything o n  the earth . 

I f  Adam and Eve could have s een how their s in wou l d  have 
a ff e c t ed their c h i ldren, one wond e r s  how t h i s  might have 
inf luenced their a c t ions. 

The c hapter has f our d iv i s ions : 

I .  Cain and Abe l  ( 4 : 1 - 8 ) .  
A. Their births ( vv. I, 2 a ) .  
B .  Their occupa t i on s  ( v. 2 b ) .  
C .  Their offerings ( vv. 3-7). 
D. The murder o f  Abe l  by Cain ( v. 8). 

I I .  Cain and the Lord ( 4:9- 1 5 ) .  
A .  God ' s  inqu iry ( vv. 9 ,  1 0 ) . 
B. God's j udgment of Cain ( vv. 1 1 ,  1 2 ) .  
C .  Cain ' s  c omp l a int ( vv. 13, 1 4 ) .  
D. God ' s  mercy upon C a i n  ( v. 1 5 ) .  

I II. Cain ' s  d e s c endants ( 4 : 1 6 - 2 4 ) .  
A. H i s  home - - i n  N o d  ( v. 1 6 ) .  
B. H i s  son, Enoch ( v. 1 7 ) .  
C. The fo llowing four g enera t i on s : Ira d ,  Mehuj a e l , 

Methu sael , and Lamech. 
D. The a cc ount r egarding Lamech ( vv. 1 9 - 2 4 ) .  

1. H i s  wives ( v. 1 9 ). 
2. H i s  c h i l d r en and their occupat ions ( vv. 2 1 ,  

2 2 )  • 

3. H i s  c on f e s s i on ( v. 2 3 ) .  
4. H i s  hope ( v. 2 4 ) .  

I V .  C a i n  and Abe l ' s  brother , Seth ( 4 : 2 5 ,  2 6 ) .  
A. Seth ' s  birth ( v. 2 5 ) .  
B. Seth ' s  son : 'Enos ( v. 2 6 ) .  

When we g o  on to G en e s i s  5 we have the g enea l ogy o f  Adam 
through Seth ; G en e s i s  4 g ives h i s  genealogy through Cain. 
And s o  we come to � character i s t i c  of the book : the lea s t  
impor tant o f  two s o n s  i s  d i s cu s s ed f ir s t. But - - there i s  
a lways a purpo s e  i n  even the one who i s  not r e la t e d  to that 
godly line o f  people whi c h  ultima tely leads to the Lord 
J e su s  Chr i s t. 



Genesi s 4 C;» 

To visualize the genea logy of Adam through Cain , we have : 

_ Sons 

Grandsons 

Grt . gran d s on 

G t  g t  grnd sn 

Ggg srndsn_ 

Gggg ga Adah 

Adam 

Cain - T - his wife 

Enoch 
I 

Irad 
I 

Methujael 
I 

Methu sael 

I 
Abel 

I -J - Lamech -1- Zil l ah 

I 
Seth -r his l\ri f e 

Enos 

(An unindentified young 
man Lamech kil led ) r-----�I I I 

Gggg Jaba l Jub a l  Tub a l-Cain Naamah ( fern . ) 
g g s  

What i s  the Lord seeking t o  teach u s  from this chapter? 

No one c an answer tha t  ques tion fu l l y , but parts of the 
answer seem very , very c l ear. 

I .  THE EFFECT OF ADAM'S SIN UPON H I S  SON S .  

They were given no tests like Adam and Eve were given. 
Instea d , they were born in sin , born a s  sinners. No 
one had to teach Cain to get angry with Abel and fina l l y  
murder him; tha t w a s  a l l  in his heart. His father gave 
him that kind of a nature . See Gen. 5:1-3 and note the 
change from the likene s s  of G o d  to the likene s s  of Adam. 

Sin tore the fir s t  family apar t ,  and it ha s been ruining 
families from tha t day until this. We do not bec ome 
sinner s the fir s t  time we sin ; we are born sinners .  
Cf.  Rom. 5 :12. 

What we c a l l  a " b le s sed event "  ( the birth of a baby ) ,  
c an be a mos t  tragic event except for the grace of G o d .  
Every parent ought to b e  ac quainted with Genesis 41 

I I .  THE OCCASION FOR CAIN'S SIN. See vv. 3-S. 

I t  had to do with the worship of God j u s t  a s  Adam and 
Eve's sin came about in their desire to be like G o d .  

Here we learn : 
1) The i�portance of wor shipping God . Man has a natu

ra l desire to wor ship . 
2 )  The importance of the wor shipper. See vv . 4b , Sa . 

What wa s the dif ference between Cain and Abel . Two 



(;enesis 4 (3) 

NT pas sages give u s  the answer . 
Cain and Abel are both men t i oned 3 t imes in the NT . 

(One having to do with Cain in Ma t thew i s  repeated in 
Luk e ,  thu s making r ea l ly 4 t imes for him . ) Two of these 
ver s e s  g ive u s  our answer: 

1) H e b .  1 1:4 , "� f a i th Abel o ffered unto Cod a 
more excel lent ( a  mor e c omp l e t e )  s a c r i f ice than 
Cain , by whi c h  he obtained witn e s s  that he wa s 
r ighteou s , God tes t i fying of h i s  g i f ts: and by 
it h e  being dead yet s p ealeeth . "  

N o te Abel d i d  not become r ighteous by o f f er ing the com
p l et e  sacr i f i c e ;  he wa s r ighteous before he o f f ered , 
righteous by f a i th , and t h i s  i s  why he o f f er e d  a s  h e  
d i d . 

Note 
2 )  

the s e c ond ver s e :  
1 John 3:1 2 ,  "No t  a s  Ca in , ,;ho wa s o f  that 
wicked one , and s l ew h i s  brother . And where
fore s l ew he him? Becau s e  his own works were 
evi l ,  and h i s  brother's r ighteou s . "  

And t h i s  a l s o  l ea d s  u s  to see : 
3 )  The importan c e  of the sacr i f i c e .  An unregenerate 

p er son w i ll think that h e  Can wor ship God in the 
way that h e  want s  to. It is fool i sh t o  h im to come 
by means of a b l ood sacr i f i c e .  But Gen e s i s  4 
teaches u s  that we come t o  God in H i s  way or we do 
n o t  come at a l l .  C f .  John 14:6 . 

I I I . HHAT TIlE LORD D I D  TO PREVENT CAIN'S S I N .  

Those who want t o  b l ame G o d  for man's s in n e e d  to read 
G en e s i s  3 and 4 over and over again.  

L e t  me men t i on three things  here: 

A .  Obviou s l y  the Lord had told  both Cain and Abel what 
he requ ired . 

Rom. 1 0 : 1 7  says , "So then , faith cometh " 
God h o l d s  men respon s i b l e  for what He has revea l e d .  
And that i s  one rea son why n o  per s on on t h e  face of 
this earth has an excuse for not knowing the right 
way . God has spokenl 

B .  The Lord came to Cain ; Cain d i d  not seek ou t the 
Lor d .  S e e  v .  6 .  

C .  The Lord gave Cain a d d e d  tru th to turn h i s  heart 
81;'1ay from the s in he "las about to c omm i t .  S e e  v .  
7 - - a m o s t  important ver s e  for u s  to under s tand i f  
w e  are t o  know what the Lord wan t s  u s  t o  know about 
s i n .  

IV. THE S I N  ( Gen . 4:8). 
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V. TlIE AFTERl:ATIi OF CAIN'S SIN. 

A .  There wa s a divine inquiry (Cen . 4:9, 1 0 ) . 

Are you one who thinks that the Lord does  not dea l 
with the sinner and h i s  sin -- even now? Bu t thi s  
i s  nothing compared with that whi c h  is corning ! 
Cen . 4 wi l l  b e  a s ober awakening for s om e .  

B .  There was divine j udgment (Cen. 4 : 1 1 ,  1 2 ) .  

The r e s t  of Cain ' s  life wa s to b e  a f f e c t e d  by his 
sin .  

C .  The r e a c tion o f  Cain (Cen . 4:13, 14). 

Cain wa s not repentant for his sin . He d i d  not hate 
his sin -- j u s t  the consequ enc e s  of it . 

D .  Five generations l a ter . 

Have you ever wond ered why we have t h i s  g enea l ogy 
of Cain ' s  sons and grandsons down to his great 
great great grandso�? Down t o  Lamech (wh o by com
par ing this chapter with Gen . 5 may have be en a 
c ontemporary o f  Enoch ! 

Talk about the e f f e c t  of the sins of parents down to 
the third and fourth g enerationsl ! I I F i v e  g enera
t ions later Cain had a great great grea t g rand s on 
who took another man ' s  l i f e  because h i s  great great 
great grandf a ther had done it - - and s o  he did the 
the same ! 

ONE THING THAT STAN D S  OUT LOUD AND CLEAR FROM THI S 
CHAPTER I S  THAT EVERY FATHER HHO I S  CONCERNED ABOUT 
THE WELFARE OF H I S  CHILDREN FOR GENERATI ON S  TO COME 
CAN DO NOTHING BETTER FOR THEM THAN TO MAKE SURE 
THAT HE HIMSELF WALKS WITH THE LORD EVERY DAY . 

Ca in wa s never saved , and there is nothing to in
dica te tha t Lamech ever wa s e i ther I Oh , how we need 
to think about thi s!! ! 

But I c annot l eave you on this l ow not e .  Notice a l s o the 
evidence of • • • 

VI . THE SOVEREIGN GRACE OF GOD . 

A .  To Cain . S e e  v .  1 5 .  He spared his life - - s over
e ignly and g r a c i ou s l y .  
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The B i b l e  i s  full of evid ence of �od's grace to 
s inners who n ever re spond ed to H i s  gra c e .  A l l  men 
a r e  wi thout excu s e  -- and thi s i s  e s p ec i a l ly so of 
C a i n .  

B .  T o  Adam a n d  Eve .  S e e  vv . 2 5 ,  2 6 .  

Conc l :  

S eth could not take Abel's pla c e .  N o  c h i l d  can 
take another c h i l d ' s  p l a c e  in the hearts of the 
parents . 

I l lu s : Linda Banks' baby . A l s o  Mr s .  M i t t on ' s  s on .  

N o  - - in tha t s en s e ,  no one cou l d  take Abel's plac e .  

W e l l ,  you say, what does  ver s e  2 5  mean? What d i d  
Eve mean when s h e  s a i d  thi s ?  

Note tha t i t  wa s F.ve who s a i d  this.  And then re
member Gen . 3 : 1 5 and wha t the Lord said about " the 
,.,oman . . .  and her s e ed r r ! Abel wa s of the g o d l y  
l i n e .  Cain , t h e  ung o d l y  one,had k i l l ed him ! What 
wou l d  become of the prom i s e ?  What wou l d  happen now 
with r e s p ect to s a lvation? What about the One who 
wou l d  be the Saviour of men? Can Satan or men 
nu l l ify the prom i s e  and the purpose of God?  NEVER ! 

Seth wa s g iven to Adam and Eve to take the p l a c e  o f  
A b e l  i n  the g o d l y  l ine that wou l d  l ea d  u l t imat e l y  
to the coming of t h e  One who wou l d  be un iquely the 
s eed of the woman ,  THE LORD JESUS CHRIST ! 

Cannot you and I tru s t  a God l i k e  thi s ?  

Y.Jhich way a r e  you g o ing - - Abel ' s ,  or Cain' s ?  

Abel went God ' s  way . Cain went h i s  own way . Ju d e  talks  
about t ithe way of C a i n "  - - the ,,,ay that Solomon spoke o f  
i n  Prove 1 6 : 2 5 ,  "There i s  a way . 11 

Gen . 4 i s  here to warn u s ,  but a l so to g ive u s  hop e .  May 
the Lord H ims e l f  grant you the grace to tru s t  the Lord Jesus 
Chr i s t  as your Savi our right now !  
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THE GENERATIONS OF ADAM 
Gene s i s  5 

Intro : I t  i s  absolutely e s s en t i a l  that we keep in mind the 
purpose of God in g iving us wha t we have in the 

f i r s t  11 chapters of Genes i s  - - e s pecia lly a t  this  point , 
chapter s 3 - 1 1. 

I t  i s  not to g ive u s  h i s tory - - i t  i s  too b r i ef for tha t .  

I t  i s  to show u s  the progres sive , ever- incr eas ing and ex
panding e f f ect of s in upon the human race. And the Lord 
cover s 2 , 000 years in jus t  11 chapters  to show us that! 

In chapter 3 we have s ome of the immediate ef fects of s in 
upon Adam and Eve . 

In chapter 4 we s ee the effect s of s in upon their s ons. 

? 
In chapter 5 the e f f ect upon their fam i ly for 1 0  g enera-
t ions .. 

In chapters 6-9 the univer s a l  e f f ect of s in. 

In chapters 1 0 ,  11 s in a s  organi z ed r eb ellion against 
the purposes of God. 

This  morning we want to look a t  G en e s i s  5. 

Note f ir s t  of a l l  • • • 

I .  THE HONOTONOUS CHARACTER OF THE CHAPTER. 

Genea l o g i e s  are not u s u a l l y  very inter esting to the 
r e a d er, bu t thi s  i s  espec i a l l y  bad b ecau s e  i t  f o l lows 
the same pa ttern a l l  the way through. And over and over 
again -- 8 times -- "and he d i ed " l  

Hha t  an ominous e f f ect It produces upon our heart sl 
T h i s  i s  wha t  most people s pend their l ives try ing to 
f orget - - that they are g oing to d i e .  C f .  Heb. 9 : 2 7 . 

And what i s  t h i s  but overwhelm ing evid ence o f  the truth 
of the word s  of God in Gen. 2 : 1 7 ,  and that the s erp ent 
wa s nothing but an absolute l ia r  when he SA.i d ,  "Ye 
shall not sur e l y  d i e "  ( G en. 3:4)! 

See a l so Rom. 5 : 1 2 and 6:23. 
Gener a t ion a f ter g enera t i on i t  i s  the same . 

And it is still the d e scription of human h i s tory -- a 1 -
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ways ending in d e a t h .  We do not l ik e  i t ,  but there i t  
is . The tenor o f  G enesis 5 :  HOPELE SSNESS  I 

But there is another chara c teristic of this chapter that is 
hard to miss. 

I I .  THE GODLES S  CHARACTER OF THE CHAPTER.  

It  is not tota l l y  without any refer ence to God - - but 
a l most ! 

A f t er the many times He is mentioned in G enesis 1 ,  2 ,  
3 ,  and 4 - - what a change herel 

In some r espec ts this is agru ing from si l enc e ,  but our 
deductions are suppor ted by G enesis 6 : 5 ,  6 ,  1 1 ,  1 2  - 

and a lso by Enoch ' s  preaching ( as we sha l l  see in a few 
m i nu t es ) . 

S i n  was the order of the d a y .  Cain ( G en .  4 : 1 6 )  was not 
the only one who chose to l ive wi thout God . God l ess 
men were mul ti p l y ing on the earth ! 

The Lord is menti oned here in connect i on wi th AdHm , 
Enoch , 
Lamech ,  

and that is a l l  - - j ust 8 times , and two of them are 
pronouns ( vv.  1, 2 ). 

Could the story of your l i f e  b e  wr i t ten l ik e  most of 
these were ?  

N everthel ess , we d o  have hope g iven to u s  i n  this chapter - 

a t  l east 

I I I .  FOUR RAYS OF HOPE . 

The f irst is : 

1 .  Seth.  

It  does not have anything to do with what he sa i d  or 
d i d , but i t  c onc erns what his mother , E v e ,  sa i d  
about him. 

This shou l d  mak e you feel better a bou t E v e .  

R e a d  Gen . 4 : 2 5 ,  26 . Note that i t  is E v e  who named 
S eth , and Eve who spoke about her see d .  

Most o f  you wi l l  r ea d i l y  recogn i z e  that S eth c ou l d  
never take Abel ' s  p l a c e  in the hearts of Adam and 
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Rve.  One c h i l d  cannot replace a nother . 

What d i d  i t  mean? I-Ihy i s  Eve the one reported on 
h e r e ?  Hhy does  she say I f s e e d " ?  

I t  i s  becau s e  of Gen. 3 : 1 5 -- the wor d s  of t h e  Lord 
to the s erpent , the prom i s e  of a Redeemer ! He was 
to have come through Ab e l ;  now He wi l l  come through 
Seth . Perhaps Eve thought that th e " s eed"  was 
Seth ! 

But r egard l e s s  - - what we need to s e e  i s  that r i g h t  
a t  t h e  b eg inning of t h i s  d ivine r ecord of human 
h i s tory we s e e  that the s in of man wi l l  not be a b l e  
t o  nu l l. ify God ' s  purpose i n  g iving a R e d e emer for 
s inful men ! 

Thus we have the sovere ign grac e  o f  God overru l ing 
Cain who k i l l ed Abe l .  

The s econd ray o f  hope i s :  

B .  Enoch. 

He is r emember in Scr ipture for three thing s :  

1 .  H i s  wa lk - - Gen . 5 : 2 2 ,  2 5 .  

How s ig n i f icant that this  i s  placed f i r s t  o f  a l l  
that i s  s a id about Enoch. Everything e l s e  d e 
p e n d s  o n  this.  I t  s p e a k s  of l iving with G o d ,  

persona l f e l l owship w i th G o d .  S e e  1 John 1 : 6 , 
7 .  

And i t  wa s s o  r emarka b l e ,  so unu s ua l ,  even in 
Enoc h ' s  day -- that "God took h im "  -- an OT 
type of the Church translated before the j udg 
ment of the Great Tribulation whi c h  i s  typ i f i e d  
b y  t h e  f lo o d .  

T h i s  i s  t o  show u s  what G o d  wan t s  - - and Enoch 
is the only one of a l l  the men ment ioned in 
this chapter who d i d  not d i e .  He and E l i j ah are 
unique in heaven. 

2 .  H i s  f a i t h .  See Heb. 1 1 : 5 ,  6 :  
"By f a i th Enoch was tran s l ated that he 
shou l d  not see death ; and was not found , b e 
cau s e  G o d  h a d  tran s l ated h im :  f or before 
his tran s l a t i on h e  had this t e s t imony, that 
h e  pl e a s e d  G o d .  B u t  wi thout f a i th i t  i s  
impos s ible to p l e a s e  him :  for he that com-
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eth to God mu s t  b e l i eve that he i s , and that 
h e  is a r ewar d eEf them that d i l igently seek 
h im .  I I  

This  means : 

a .  He b e l i eved i n  G o d  -- " that he i s . "  

Eviden t ly a gr e a t  many in h i s  day were in
c l ined to d eny the very exi s tenc e of God . 

b .  1-Ie b e l i eved the Word of God - - H i s  prom i s e s  
- - " that he i s  a r ewarder of them that d i l i 
gently s eek h im . "  

3. 1-l i s  preach ing - - Jude 1 4 ,  1 5 :  

"And Enoch a l s o ,  the s eventh f r om Adam , 
proph e s i ed o f  thes e ,  say ing , Beho l d ,  the 
Lord cometh with ten thou sands of h i s  s a ints 
To execute j udgment upon a l l , and to con
vinc e a l l  tha t are ungodly amonth them of 
a l l  their ungodly deeds  whi c h  they have un
godly c ommitted , and of a l l  their hard 
speeches  whi c h  ung odly s inners have spoken 
a g a i n s t  h im . "  

We wou l d  not know that Enoch had b een R prophet 
if Jude had not t o l d  u s . 

1-l i s  m e s s ag e :  

a .  The c oming o f  the Lord - - the s econd coming ! 

b .  God ' s  j udgment upon the ung o d l y  -- mentioned 
4 x .  

What a d e l ight Enoch wa s to God ! 

The third ray o f  hope i s :  

C .  Lamech .  See Gen . 5: 28 , 2 9 .  

1-Iow d i f f er ent he was from the Lamech o f  G e n .  4 !  

1-I e ,  too , proph e s i e d . 1-Ie l ooked f or the r emova l of 
a l l  the c u r s e  that s in had brough t .  1-Ie c o u l d  on ly 
know this by divine reve l a t i on .  

But .!.! d i d  not � through Noah ! In f a c t ,  the 
who l e  earth � cur s e d  in Noah ' s  � by the f lood ! 
P erhaps l,amech thought Noah wou l d  d e l iver them .  Wa s 
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T h i s  b r ings u s  to our fourth ray of hop e : 

D .  Hho s e  g en eao logy i s  this  - - r e a l l y ?  

Adam ' s ?  Y e s . Enoc h ' s ?  Y e s .  Lamec h ' s ? Y e s .  
Noah ' s ? Y e s  - - b ecau s e  we a r e  obviou s l y  b e ing pr e 
par e d  for the next s tep i n  this sacred r ecord of 
human h i story. 

But is there noth ing grea ter here than � b r i ef r e -
c o r d  of the h i s tory from Adam to Noah cover ing 
�t�500-

year s ?  

Y e s ,  there i s !  

Turn to Luk e  3 : 36b-38. ( Read this  f i r s t ,  and then 
point out tha t  this  � the 
g eneaology of the LORD J E SU S  
CHRIST l )  

- -- --- ---

Conc l :  Who wa s the " s e e d "  Eve w a s  l ooking for ? 

Vlho wa s the one Enoch was proc l a im i ng ?  

Who wa s the fu l f i l lment of Lamech ' s  hope? 

CHRIST WAS -- IN ALL THREE INSTANCE S !  I ! 

L e t ' s  approach l! another way : 

Who wrote G ene s i s ?  M o o e s  d i d .  

What o th er books d i d  h e  wr ite 'l. Exodu s ,  Levi t icu s , Num
b e r s , and Deuteronomy . 

Now l i s t en to John 5 : 45-47 where the Lord wa s s p eaking 
to a mob of J ews " h o  wante d  to k i l l  H im. Hhat d i d  H e  
say? 

"Do not think that I wi l l  a c cu s e  you to the Father : 
there i s  one that accuseth you , even Mos e s ,  in whom 
y e  tru s t. For had y e  b e l i eved Mos es , y e  wou l d  have 
b e l i eved me : for he wro t e  of me . But i f  y e  b e l i eve 
not his wr i.ting s ,  how sha l l  ye b e l ieve my words. 1I 

Wha t d o e s  this  mean to us in connection wi t h  Gene s i s  5 ?  

I t  means that there i s  only One ( and there h a s  never 
been any other ) Who is God ' s  answer f or man ' s  s in. They 
look ed for His coming in OT t im e s . M o s e s  wro t e  of Him l 
We l ook back now a t  H i s  f i n i s h e d  work . 
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nor Noa h ,  
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but J e s u s  Chr i s t , the s on o f  Mary , who wa s the prom i s ed 
S e e d  o f  the woman .  

The a ng e l  of the Lord s a i d  t h i s  to J o s eph about the vir
g in Mary : 

"Jo s ep h ,  thou son of Davi d ,  f ear not to take unto 
thee Mary thy wi f e :  for that which is conceived 
in her i s  o f  the Holy Gho s t .  And s h e  sha l l  br ing 
forth a son , and thou s h a l t  c a l l  h i s  nam e J E SU S :  
for he sha l l  save h i s  people  from their s in s "  
( Ma t t .  1 : 20b , 2 1 ) .  

Do you know H im a s  your Saviour? 

This is the m e s s a g e  of Gene s i s  5 - - to show us s ome of 
the f u i t s  of s in so that we w i l l  learn of our need of 
a Saviour . 

I s  He your Saviour ? 
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"THE DAYS OF N OAH" 
Gen e s I s  6 

Intr a :  The Lord J e s u s  Chr i s t  u s e d  the s e  word s ,  " the days 
of N oah i "  and they are recorded in Ma t t .  34 : 3 7 ,  

"But a s  the days of Noe wer e ,  s o  sha l l  a l s o  the c oming 
of the Son of man b e . "  

Thu s ,  a s  we tra c e  the inc r e a s ing spread and the growing d e 
f i l ement of sin , our Lord makes i t  very c l ear that that 
which chara c t e r i z e d  Noah ' s  day wou l d  be found up to the very 
t ime that the Lord J e su s  r eturn s to reign upon the earth . 

Gen e s i s  6 gives u s  a l l  that we n e e d  to know about the char
a c ter o f  that day . And ,  as wi th Gen e s i s  5 ,  there is a dark , 
dark s i d e ,  but there i s  a l s o  a bright s i d e .  

L e t  u s  l ook a t  the dark s i d e .  

I .  THE DARK SIDE . 

I t  wa S a t ime o f  g r �. t ,.i c lc ed n e s s  ( v .  5 ) .  

I t  wa s a time when man wa s showing that he wa s tota l ly 
d epraved ( v .  5) . 

I t  wa S a time o f  corruption ( vv .  1 1 ,  1 2 ) . 

I t  wa s a time when " the earth \'la 8 f i l l ed with vio l en c e "  
( v .  1 1 ) .  

I t  waS a t ime of impending j udgment ( v .  7 and v .  1 3 ) . 

I t  wa S a time when things were being eva lua t e d , not on 
the ba s i s  of what man wanted to d o ,  but a s  i t  appe�red 
in the eyes of God . Note the f irst word s of vv. 5 , and 
1 2 .  

The evi l s  hearts o f  men f i l l ed the earth with corruption 
and v i o l enc e .  

And the only hint we have a s  to the main cau s e  o f  the 
Lord ' s  c onc ern is wha t  is found in vv . 1 - 4 .  

There a r e  two princ i p l e  interpr e t a t ions of thi s  p a s s ag e ,  
AND I N  BOTH OF THEM HE CAN S E E  THE ONE THING THAT HAS 
PROBABLY INVOLVED IN ANY CASE - - AND THAT HAS AN ATTACK 
ON THE HOMEN OF THE EARTH , "the daughters of men . "  

1 )  The f ir s t  i s  that this wa s an intermarr iage of the 
two main l in e s  proc eeding from Adam : 

a )  The g o d l y  l in e  of S e t h .  
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b )  The unRodly l ine of C a i n .  

I n  this  interpretat ion , l i th e  sons of G o d "  wou l d  b e  
S e th ' s  l ine ; l ithe daughters o f  men" wou l d  be Cain ' s  
l i n e .  

The empha s i s  i n  v .  2 wou l d  c ertainly p l a c e  the main 
r e spon s i b i l i t y  for the s in upon the godly l in e . 

2 )  The s econd main interpretat ion i s  that t h i s  wa s 
interma r r i a g e  b e tween ang e l s  and men . 

In Job 1 : 6  and 2 : 1  and 3 8 : 6  it s eems that ang e l s  
a r e  c a l l e d ,  "the sons of God , l t not becau s e  they 
were r ighteou s , but becau s e  they were c r ea t e d  by 
God . 

T h i s  might help to exp l a in p a s s a g e s  l i k e  2 Pet . 2 :  
4 ,  5 and Jude 6 .  The l a t t er reads : 

"And the ang e l s  wh ich kept not their f i r s t  
e s ta t e , but l e f t  their O�ln hab i t a t ion , h e  
hath r e s erved i n  eve r l a s t ing chains under 
darkn e s s  unto the j udgment o f  the great day . "  

We know that ang e l s  do not 
2 2 : 3 0 ,  but we do know that 
they have appeared a s  men . 
1 3 :  2 .  

marry a ccording to Matt . 
there a r e  t im e s  when 

C f .  Gen . 1 8 : 2  and Heb . 

T h i s  woul d  be one way of explain ing the "giants in 
the earth in thos e day s "  ( G en .  6 : 4a ) .  

Whichever i t  wa s ,  the Lord wa s very , very d i s p l ea s ed . 

But there i s  another thought here brought ou t by our 
Lor d ' s  u s e  of this t ime ln h i s tory -- the p a s s a g e  which 
we have in Ma t t .  24 : 36-39 . I t  wa s a time when there 
wa s no c on c ern for the warnings that had b een g iven --
1 1and they knew not until the f lood came , and took them 
a l l  away . "  And then the Lord added these word s : " S O  
SHALL ALSO TIlE CONING OF T H E  SON O F  HAN BE . "  

Appl i ca tion : Our g enerat ion' may not b e  gu i l ty of the 
same s i n ,  but the character is the same 

-- a l l  doing accor d ing to the heart ' s  d e s i r e ,  tota l l y  
d i s r eg ar d ing G o d  a n d  H i s  Word .  

But there i s  another s i d e  - - and we a lways s e e  thi s .  

I I .  THE BRIGHT S I DE . 

In the dark e s t  hour s ,  there i s  hope for u s  when we look 
a t  the Lord and look a t  wha t  the Word has to say about 
Him.  
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A a  I t  \-la s  a d a y  in wh ich t h e  l l01y S p i r i t  "!:-la s  working . 

B .  

S e e  v .  3 .  

We do not know for sure , but the 1 2 0  years may b e  
the t ime l e f t  b e fore T h e  F l o o d .  N o a h ,  a c c ord ing t o  
2 P e t .  2 :  5 wa s I f  a preacher of r ighteousn e s s . "  

How we need to marvel a t  the pati enc e ,  the long
suf f er in& of the Lord ! And a l l  of the t ime H e  
wa i t ,  the S p i r i t  o f  God strives . T h e  i n i t i a tive 
a lways c omes from God . How ama z ing ! Bu t i t  wi l l  
not a lway s  b e  s o ! 

I t  was a day of g r a c e .  S e e  v .  8 .  

The s p i r i tu a l  h i s tory o f  Noah ( and o f  every other 
c h i l d  of God ) b e g ins with "grac e . "  He wa s not 
saved b ecause h e  d e s erved to be saved ; h e  was only 
a s inner sRved EY g ra c e !  

C f .  E p h .  2 : 8 ,  9 .  

We cannot unders tand the way s  of God , but we know 
that it is a l l  the r e s u l t  of what He has don e .  We 
wou l d  never turn to Him apart from H i s  s t r i ving 
a f t er u s .  

C .  I t  wa s a day o f  r ighteous l iving and of f e l l owship 
with God . S e e  v.  9 .  

I f  our s tudy of these ea r l y  chapter s o f  Gen e s i s  
d o e s  nothing e l s e ,  may i t  forever take away our 
excu s e  that the days are too h a d  f or us to wa lk 
with God . 

Wha t a t e s t imony i s  g iven to Noah h er e .  He wa s a 
righteous?an in h i s  l i f e .  H e  wa s a l l  that God 
intended that he shou l d  be -- "perfec t , "  c omp l e t e .  
And thu s h e  ! !wa lk e d  with God . "  

F ina l l y  

D .  I t  wa s a day o f  f a i th and obed i enc e .  S e e  vv. 1.4- 2 2 .  

I n  Hebrews 1 1 : 7  w e  read , 

"By f a i th N o a h ,  b e ing warned of God of things 
not seen as yet , moved w i th fear , pr epar ed an 
ark to the saving of his hou s e ;  b y  the wh ich 
h e  condemn ed the wor l d ,  and b ecame heir of the 
r ighteou s n e s s  whi c h  is by f a i th . "  
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J u s t  think ! I t  had never ra ined before -- and yet 
"Noah . prepared an ark l l ! 

Why d i d  he do i t ?  S e e  v .  2 2 .  Ju s t  because God told 
him to do i t .  

And what wa s the r e s u l t  o f  h i s  l i f e  and h i s  preach
ing? 

J u s t  thi s :  7 people went wi th him into the ark -
h i s  wi f e ,  
Shem and h i s  w i f e ,  
Ham a n d  h i s  wi f e ,  
Japheth and his w i f e .  

He wou l d  never be famou s a s  a s o u l  winner f o r  tha t !  
Who wou l d  wan t to read h i s  book on evang e l i sm ,  or 
a ttend h i s  s em inar ? 

Bu t notic e :  A l l  of thi s wa s of such great and tre
mendous importance to the Lord tha t it s tands wr i t 
t en in the Word of G o d .  

Do you know tha t t h e  wor l d  i s  j u s t  t h e  same today - 

i n  God ' s  s ight?  

I t  has not chang e d , nor wi l l  i t  be changed u n t i l  the Lord 
make s  the new ear t h .  

What about your fam i l y ?  

How d i d  Noah � e t  h i s  fam i ly i n  the ark? 
was righteous and perfect in God ' s  s ight 
w i th God i n  won d e r f u l , d a i l y  f e l l ows h i p .  
i s  recorded that G o d  ( or the Lord ) spoke 

Gen . 6 : 1 3 ;  7 : 1 ;  8 : 1 5 ;  9 : 1 ,  8 ,  1 2 ,  1 7 .  

By b e ing a man who 
- - and who wa lked 

S even t imes i t  
to Noah : 

Ther e i s  no more important pas s ag e ,  nothing more encourag
ing for fami l i e s  in a l l  of the Bib l e ,  than thi s that i s  
recorded ahout Noah . May the Lord enab l e  u s  with much more 
l ight to be a b l e  to be and do as Noah l iv e d .  
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NIMH AND THE FLOOD 
Gen e s i s  7 ,  8 

Intro : A l l  through the Scriptures the one thing that i s  
r e f erred t o  t ime and time a g a in a s  being r e spon s 

i b l e  for t h e  downfa l l  o f  � ,  n a t i on s ,  and even ang e l s , i s  
PRIDE ! 

I t  has brought d i s a s ter to the peop l e  o f  God a s  we l l  a s  t o  
t h o s e  who a r e  n o t  t h e  peopl e  of G o d . 

I t  wa s pr i d e  that caused Babylon to f e e l  that she 
� woul d  n ever b e  d e f ea t e d . 

I t  wa s pride that brought about the denial  of our 

o Lord by P eter . 
I t  wa s pride that ruined the reign of King Uzz iah , 
a s  the Word t e l l s  u s , " • • •  he wa s marve l lou s l y  
helped , t i l l  h e  wa s s trong . But when h e  >la s s trong , 
h i s  heart wa s l i fted up to h i s  d e s truction" ( 2  C h r .  
2 6 : 1 5 b ,  l 6a ) .  
I t  wa s pr i d e  that Pau l wa s condemn ing when h e  warns 

4 young s ervan t s  of the Lord that " b e ing l i fted up 
w i th p r i d e  he f a l l  in to the condemnat ion o f  the 
d evi l "  ( 1  Tim. 3 : 6b ) . 

I t  i s  easy to s e e  evidences of human pr i d e ,  man g lory ing in 
him s e l f  and h i s  a t t a inmen t s , every day that we l iv e .  I t  i s  
very much a l ive i n  a l l  o f  our hear t s . 

But one thing i s  sur e :  The man or the woman or the young 
per son or the c h i l d  that is f u l l  of him s e l f  and proud of 
h ims e l f  h a s  not spent the t ime that he needs  to spend in 
read ing the Word of God . The B i b l e  l eaves E.£ � for man 
to glory in what he ..!.!'. or what h e  � d o .  

Do � want God ' s  eva luat ion of man? Here it i s  in G en .  6 : 5  
a s  c l ea r l y  a s  anything could b e  stated . ( Read . )  

Many try to >later down t h i s  truth by saying tha t man h a s  a 
s trong inc l ination t o  evi l ,  but that h e  i s  a l s o  capa b l e  of 
much good . But John C a lvin once wrote : 

"But when the c e l e s t i a l  Judge thund e r s  from heaven , 
that h i s  thoughts ( i . e . , man ' s  though t s )  them s e lves are 
evi l ,  what ava i l s  it to soften down that whi ch , never
the l es s ,  r ema ins una lt erab l e ?  Let men therefore acknow
l e dg e ,  that ina smuch a s  they a r e  born of Adam , they are 
d epraved crea tur e s , and therefore can conc eive only s in 
f u l  thoughts , unt i l  they become the n ew workmanship o f  
Chr i s t ,  a n d  a r e  formed by h i s  S p i r i t  t o  a n e w  l i f e .  And 
it i s  not to be doubted , that the Lord d e c l ar e s  the very 
mind of man to be d eprave d ,  and a l together infected w i th 
s in ;  s o  that a l l  the thoughts which proceed thence are 
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evi l .  I f  such be the d e f e c t  in the foun tain i t s e l f ,  i t  
f o l lows , that a l l  man ' s  a f f e c t ions a r e  evi l ,  and h i s  
works a r e  covered w i th the same pollution ,  s in c e  of 
nec e s s i ty they mu s t  savour of their origina l .  For God 
does  not merely say that men somet im e s  think evi l ;  but 
the language i s  un l imited , compr i s ing the tree with i t s  
fru i t s  .. .. ..  t h e  very a f f ec tions o f  nature , wh ich in 
them s e lves are l audab l e ,  are yet vitiated by orig inal 
s in .. .. ..  men are born evi l  .. .. .  a s  soon as they are 
o f  an age to begin to form thoug ht s ,  they have radical  
corrupt i on of mind • We mu s t ,  therefor e ,  acqui e s c e  
i n  the j udgment o f  God , whi c h  pronounc e s  man to be s o  
ens laved by s in that h e  c a n  bring forth nothing sound 
and s incere" ( G en es i s ,  Vol .  I ,  p p .  2 8 4 ,  2 8 5 ) .  

I s a iah c ertainly agr e e s  wi th Ca lvin : 
r rBut we are a l l  a s  an uncl ean thing , and a l l  our r ight
eou s n e s s e s  a r e  a s  f i l thy rag s ;  and we a l l  do fade a s  a 
l ea f ; and our i n i qu i ti e s , l ik e  the wind , have tak en u s  
away" ( I s a .  6 : 4 ) . 

And Pau l  was certainly in agr eement with David when h e  
quotes David ' s  word s  from Psa . 14 i n  Rom. 3 : 1 0 ,  1 2 ,  

I IThere is none r ighteou s , no, not one .. .. .  there i s  
none that doeth good , n o ,  not one . "  

Even many C hr i s t ians f ind i t  impo s s i b l e  to acc ept fu l l y  the 
dec lara t i on s  of Scripture with r egard to the nature o f  man . 
But i t  i s  the same right through the B i b l e  -- from Genes i s  
t o  Reve l a t i on l C.F <;. f\l... . I.. .. "' . 

I f  � d o  not b e l i eve thi s ,  then you cannot po s s i b 11 under
s tand the F lood l 

I t  i s  in c on f i rmation of thi s  f a c t  that the f i r s t  s ig n i f i 
c a n t  s t a t ement t h a t  i s  m a d e  about Noah i s  th i s : 

r rBut Noah found grace in the eyes of the LordI !  ( G e n .  
6 : 8 ) .  

Noah was not d i f f erent for any other r ea s on than that he had 
b een chang ed by the grace of God . I t  is only by the grac e 
of God that any man can b e  d i f f erent.  N o  man has ever been 
a b l e  to c hange h i s  mm hear t .  

l.et u s ,  then , l ook , f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  a t  NOAH i n  c onnec t ion with 
The F l ood . 

1 .  NOAH . 

There are three spec i f ic c ommandmen ts whi c h  God gave to 
Noah in conn e c t i on w i th the F l ood : 
1 )  Gen . 6 : 14 .  
2 )  G en .  7 : 1 .  
3 )  Gen.  8 : 1 6 .  
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And r e lated to the s e  we can say tha t there wer e four 
way s  in which Noah ' s  l i f e  was char a c t e r i z ed by f a i th 
r ememb ering tha t f a i th com e s  to u s  by the Word of God 
and in no other way : 
1) H e  WALKED by f a i th . 
2 )  H e  WORKED by f a i t h .  
3 )  H e  WAITED and WATCHED by faith.  
4)  H e  WORSHIPPED by f a i t h .  

A .  H e  wa lked b y  faith.  C f .  G en .  6 : 9b .  

T h i s  char a c t e r i z ed h i s  l i f e  b efor e he knew that 
ther e wa s g o ing to be a F l ood , during the F l ood , 
and after the F l o o d .  

7 X ....... " 

The fact that he ","a lked with God" means that he 
wa s concerned pr ima r i l y  with one thing : p l ea s ing 
God , doing the w i l l  of God , l iving according to the 
Word of God . 

V" "I'll 
, "7-0:) � r.:  -,.. '\J ""-1> ., .s � o4 S : 1 8; 9u J{', A'1) ,'So '1/ . .  °,< And we can r e a l l y  say that he d i d  i t  in a mos t  un-

'9  .
. ".  on:ty 

" , & 
. 

'c;. godly day with di e h e l p  that he g o t  fran the Lord - -
o il '  which wa s a l l  that he needed l 

1 I,. 

What an encouragement he ought to be to u s ! 

B .  H e  worked by f a i t h .  

I t  probab ly took him over 1 00 y e a r s  t o  bu i l d  the 
ark -- but we do not know for sur e .  

Think o f  the l og g ing h e  had t o  d o !  Think o f  the 
r id i c u l e  that he exper i enced I And then he had to 
take the t im e  to g a ther s u f f ic i ent food ! Ther e wa s 
no pa s t  exper i en c e  of any such thing , and y e t  Noah 
b e l ieved his very surviva l d epended upon it -- and 
i t  r e a l l y  d i d ! 

T h i s  work I s  r ememb ered i n  the NT - - Heb . 1 1 :  7 ,  
" By f a i th Noah , being warned of God of thing s 
not s een a s  y e t ,  moved with f ear , prepared an 
ark to the s aving of h i s  hou s e ;  by the which he 
condemned the wor l d ,  and became heir of the 
r ighteou s n e s s  which is by f a i th . "  

And a part o f  that work wa s g etting h i s  fam i l y  and 
the anima l s  ( and b i r d s ) into the ark -- an imp o s s 
i b l e  task apart from wha t t h e  Lord d i d .  Note the 
order in both g o ing in and going out o f  the ark : 
Gen . 7 : 7 - 9 ;  8 : 1 8 ,  1 9 .  The men went in f i r s t ,  and 
out f i r s t ,  l e d  by Noah . (Apply . ) 
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c .  : l e  'Vla i t c d  and t"la tched by f a i t h .  

How o l d  wa s N o a h  when t h e  F lood began? 
7 : 6 .  How a l d  wa s he when the F l ood wa s 
he c ou l d  l eave the Ark? S e e  Gen . 8 : 1 3 ,  
tota l :  j u s t  a l i t t l e  over I y ear ! 

S e e  Gen . 
over s o  tha t 
1 4 .  The 

How wou l d  you l ik e  to l ive in an ark shut up with 
7 other people and a l l  of these c r e a tures  for a 
who l e  year? It wa s j u s t  a s  much o f  a mira c l e  that 
Noah survived in the ark a s  it wa s that he survived 
out o f  the f lood wa ter s ! ! ! !  

AND DURING ALL OF THI S T IME THERE I S  NOT ANY EVI -
DENCE THAT THE LORD SPOKE A i-IORD TO NOAH . 

We might c a l l  thi s a t ime in Noah ' s  l i f e  when he 
wa s l earning the patien c e  o f  f a i t h .  

How c ou l d  he do i t  - - s o  tha t w e  might b e  helped 
when we pass  through those t imes when the Lord i s  
s i l en t  toward u s ?  Here a r e  some o f  the an swer s : 
1 )  He wa l k e d  l1i th God and s o  he knew he wa s where 

the Lord wan ted him to b e .  S e e  Gen . 7 : 5 ,  9 .  
2 )  The nature o f  the command to en ter the Ark : 

"Come . "  
Where wa s the Lor d ?  B y  a word the Lord wa S 

teaching N oa h  the tru th of John 1 0 : 4 ;  Joshua 
1 : 5 ;  Oeb . 1 3 : 5 ;  I s a .  41 : 1 0 and many other s .  

3 )  Noah ' s  s ecurity in the ark . Do you think that 
he won d ered if  the Ark wou l d  hold together , or 
if it wou l d  ho l d  out the wa ter ? 

Note how the Lord took care of tha t !  "And the 
Lord shut him in" ( Gen . 7 : 16 b ) . He and a l l  who 
wer e in the Ark was a b s o lu t e l y  s a f e  a f t er tha t ! 
Thu s ,  the Lord g e t s  the g lory , not Noah ! 

How o f ten we a r e  a b l e  �o rea l i z e  tha t every
thing d epends upon the Lord . I f  i t  d ep en d e d  
upon u s , a l l  wou l d  fa i l .  C f .  John 1 5 : 5 .  

4) Whi l e  there wa s no word from God , we have this 
a s suranc e in Gen . 8 : 1  which Noah rea l i zed as  
the F lood wa ters began to go down . 

Ju s t  how much he wa s a b l e  to enter into th i s ,  
we d o  not know. Bu t i t  i s  there for u s :  "And 
the Lord r ememb ered Noah . "  He never forg e t s  u s  
even though i t  may s e em tha t H e  does . Cf . I s a .  
49 : 1 5 ,  1 6 , 

"Can a ,..,oman forget her sucking ch i l d ,  tha t 
she shou l d  not have c ompa s s ion on the son of 
her womb ? y ea , they may forg e t ,  y e t  wi l l  I 
not forget the e .  Beho l d ,  I have graven thee 
upon the pa lms of my hand s ;  they wa l l s  are 
cont inua l ly before m e . " 



� e ll e s i s  7, 8 ( 5 )  

Wha t wond erful l e s s on s  from Noah ' s  t ime in the Ark ! 

D .  H e  wor shippe d  b y  f a i t h .  C f .  Gen . 8 : 2 0- 2 2 .  

H e  begins a n ew b y  g iving hims e l f  c omp l e t e l y  t o  the 
Lord -- and the Lord wa s very , very p l ea s e d ! 

Now j u s t  one wor d  about The F l o o d .  

I I .  THE FLOOD . 

How exten s ive wa s i t ?  

S e e  Gen. 7 : 1 8 - 24 . We can c ome t o  no o ther conclus ion 
than tha t it wa s univer sa l .  Only 8 peopl e  wer e on the 
earth a f ter the F l ood wa s over l 

I I I . THE RE SULT S .  

L e t  m e  men t i on three in c l o s ing :" 

A .  That the Lord wi l l  a lways have a peop l e .  

B .  That divine j udgments  are j u s t  as  bad a s  the Lord 
says they wi l l  b e .  

Men d o  not b e l i eve th i s ,  and s o  they try t o  exp l a in 
away the univer s a l  c harac ter of the F l ood . 

c .  That the h e a r t  of man i s  no g oing to b e  changed by 
this k ind of a j udgment . 

S e e  Gen . 8 : 2 1 -- the l a s t  part of the ver s e  gives 
u s  the r ea son for God ' s  prom i s e  not t o  d e s troy t h e  
earth any mor e .  

This  i s  not the answer t o  man ' s  need . 

Conc l :  Wha t ,  then , i s  the answer? I t  i s  CHRI ST , the s e ed 
of the woman . 

Repopu l a t e  the earth w i th any fami ly and you wi l l  soon have 
a c orrupted earth because the hearts  of men wi l l  a lwAY s  b e  
the s a m e  unt i l  their hearts a r e  changed and c l ean s ed through 
the Lord J e s u s  Chr i s t .  

Paren t s , d o  you know t h i s  about your s e lve s ?  And d o  you 
know t h i s  ahout your c h i ldren? I f  you s e e  t h i s  a s  your 
need , then you a r e  g oing to be s e ek ing another k ind of a 
solu t i on .  The pro b l em i s  one you cannot solve . Only God 
can , and He does it through Chr i s t .  C f . 2 Cor . 5 : 1 7 . 
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GOD' S COVENANT WITE NOAH 
Genesis 9:  1 - 1 7  

Intro: The Bible teaches us, that In one of the darkest days of 
human history, there was a man named Noah who "found 

grace in the eyes of the Lord . "  As a result,  
1 - He walked by faith. 
2 - He worked by faith. 
3 - He waited and watched by faith. 
4 - He worshipped by faith. 

This last point brings us to the end of Genesis 8 -- and really 
the last three verses of chapter 8 belong to chapter 9 (as we 
shall see) . 

The flood is over as we come to chapter 9.  Noah has just com
pleted his worship of the Lord. Now what? 

I would like to take just the first 1 7  verses of chapter 9 this 
morning where we have three things: 
1 - A new beginning (vv. 1 -7 )  -- with new conditions .  
2 - A covenant (vv. 8-1 1 )  -- although 8 :2 1 , 2 2  are related to 

this covenant . 
3 - A token, or sign, of the covenant (vv. 12-17). 

In looking at this introductory section of Genesis (chs. 1-1 1 ), 
we must remember that from ch. 3 on especially the revelation 
which God has given to � always has salvation in view. 

And so let us look, first of all, at 

I .  THE ��W BEGINNING (Gen. 9 :1-7). 

. . . 

The first was in Gen. 1 ,  2 .  
but i t  i s  also different . 

This i s  similar in some respects , 

A. It begins with the blessing of God (v. 1). 

B. Noah is given the same responsibility as Adam (vv. 1 ,  7 ) .  
The repetition shm;s the importance of these words. 

C .  Man is still above other created beings, but there is a 
difference: now it is with "fear."  Cf. v. 2) . 

D. A change in man' s diet (vv. 3 ,  4 ) .  

E. The beginning of human government (vv. 5, 6). 

And it all is completed with 1-lhat the Lord says about man ' s  
responsibility (as noted under B. above) .  

II.  TH}J COVENANT (Gen. 9 : 8-1 1 )  -- the first of Scripture . 



1,rJe have already 8e�m ra;TS of lir;,ht havin8' to do with our 
salvation; nm., we are going to 8ee more. 

A. It was given in grace .  See Gen. 8 : 21 .  

It Has completely undeserved. 

B. It Ims sovereignly given by God (vv. 8 ,  9 ) . 

Man did not seek it, and probably did not realize that 
such promises ",ere even possible. It originated in the 
heart of God ( see the wordinp, about God ' s  "heart" in 
8 :  21 ) . 

C.  It was dependent upon God alone -- not on man in a'ly ,my. 
It ;JaS unconditional . 

J,ook at the "I"s and "I '"ill"s and "I do , "  etc. 

SpurReon once said (Vol . 9 ,  p. 364 ) ,  
"He 'Mho knows the difference bet",een ' thou shalt ' 
and ',! ",ill '  is  a good theologian. " 

D. It was to be the same for all succeeding generations. 
See vv. 9b, 1 1 b ,  1 2b, etc. 

The Gosnel is the same in all generations -- both 0'1' and 
NT ! 

E. Closely related to the one just mentioned, it was an 
eternal covenant (v. 1 6) .  

Cf. John 1 0 : 27 ,  28. 

The passage could easily end ",ith v. 1 1 .  It is enough for God 
to speak, and that should be enough for us. But the Lord has 
always been concerned about our assurance, about our knowine; be
yond any doubt that He Nould do as He has promised to do. At a 
later date Abraham was going to say-;-"Whereby shall I knC\; that 
I shall inherit it?" (Gen. 1 5: 8 ) , speakine; of God ' s  promise that 
He "TOuld have the land of Canaan. Aod God gave him the assuring 
evid�. 

Aod so it ,"as >lith Noah. 

Aod it is the same >lith us today! 

III . THE TOKEN (OR SIGN ) OF THE COVENANT (Gen. 9 : 1 2-1 7 ) . 

The rainbo", >las the sign. It is  not mentioned many times in 
the Bible, but it is  mentioned enough for us to be able to 
say that it is tynical of the r:lory of God. Aod, since the 



{"lory nf God has bppn rpVNt]prl .i n the Lord Jesus Chri st , we 
� take the ��'!: .§!E. .§I: true of Chr� st. 

T,>/o passages as proof: 
1 - Ezek. 1 : 28 ,  "As the appearance of the bow that i s  

i n  the cloud i n  the day of rain, so was the appear
ance of the brightness round about . This was the 
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. 
And Hhen I saw it , I fell upon my face, and I heard 
a voice of one that spake . 2  

2 - Rev. 4: 3 ,  "And he ( speaking of God) that sat ( L e . ,  
upon the throne) was to look upon like a jasper and 
a sardine stone: and there was a rainb01>/ round about 
the throne , in sight like unto an emerald. " 

And. so this i s  to teach us that just as the rainbow i s  God ' s  
guarantee to us ah€\t lte . Hill not again destroy the earth 
with a flood, so Ht§s

gu�antee to us that His judgment � 
� sins i s  past !  

Rut let us note some of the other details and see how they 
relate to the Lord Jesus Chri s t .  

A. First , it 'vas given by God -- as was the covenant itself. 

Man did not ask for salvation; it was given to men 
through Chri st. Cf. John 3 : 1 6 .  

B .  Note ,,,here God placed i t .  It \>las to be a heavenly sign, 
indicating that man ' s  hopes for salvation are not on the 
earth, not amon� men, but from God -- in the heavens .  

C .  I t s  glory, its beauty. N o  artist can really duplicate 
the heauty of a rainbow! 

Nor is there anyone who can compare with the Lord Jesus 
Chri st in His lovelines s .  As Samuel Rutherford used to 
say, "Oh, the loveliness ,  the loveliness of Chri st ! "  
He i s  "altogether lovely . "  

D. And then we see the cona.escending erace of God in the 
fact that the rainbow i s  'chere as a reminder for God. 

The Lord. Jesus Christ is a constant reminder to God that 
judgment i s  pas t .  That forgivenes s  has been provided. 
Although He could never forget "Ihat His Son has a.one , 
yet the Lord Jesus i s  the eternal reminder to God that 
erace has been promised. HO;I could "Ie go beyond that? 

But there i s  one other thing that we need to see. 

The Lord has not promised that there would not be clouds in 



our live s ,  or �ain , or flood R ,  or what '.'Te ,",QuId cal l ,  d i sas
ters . 

In fact . our passage this morning teaches us that • • • 

E. The rainbow can only b e  seen when "bhree things are 
present: 
1 .  Rain. 
2 .  Clouds . 
3 .  Sun. 

And it i s  really when you and I are under the clouds and 
rain of life , when we go through the waters ( Isa. 43: 1 ,  
2 ) , and through the fire like the friends of Daniel in 
Dan. 3 : 25 ,  that we see the Lord Jesus Chri st , there to 
be ,rith us, and to heln us, and to di sTllay His glory as 
we could never see i t  in any other way. 

Concl: The revelation of the OT is concluded ;rith the promise 
of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ as "the Sun of 

righteousne s s , "  and so you have the id.ea of a rainbow coming out 
of the cloud s and storms WHEN BE RETURlIlS . 

When your clouds come, remember i t  i s  so God can sho;r you His 
Rainbow, the Lord ,TeBus , and so your heart can find comfort and 
hope in Him! 



Tl-m: SONS OF NOAH 
Gene sis 9 ,  1 0 ,  1 1  

Intro: The purposes of Gene sis 1 -1 1  -- introductory. In chs. 
1 ,  2 -- creation; in chs. 3-1 1 -- degeneration, deprav

ity. All f;ives us the foundation for chs. 1 2  ff. where " e  see 
God ' s  work of regeneration. 

By the time we have gotten to ch. 9 the earth has experienced 
the greatest judgment that has ever been seen � to the present 
day ! Everybody � the earth with the exception of Q people have 
been destroyed E.:r .§o  world-wide flood! Cf. \ :;> .... ...: . .., ·  .... 0 .  

The last part o f  chapter 8 and the beginning o f  chapter 9 hold 
out rea.l hope: 
1 )  First, with Noah worshipping the Lord. 
2 )  Second, with r,od'  s promi se that He would never again destroy 

the eRrth "Ti. th a fl.ood -- and the rainbml was given as a 
confirmation of God ' s  covenant . 

The last part of chapter 9 ,  ho",ever, i s  a d.ifferent story, and 
things keep going do,/n through the 9th verse of chapter 1 1  -

and then " e  see a ray o f  hope again as the scene i s  prepared for 
the story of Abraham. 

It i s  not my purpose this morning to deal "'i th this rather l en,o:
thy section in detail (time ",ould not permit ) , but to pick of 
the main points of the I'tccount so that "'e can complete the pic
ture "hich God has "iven us -- to sho" the need. for man ' s  regen
eration. 

A) 

me point out four divisions: 
The

' 
depravity of man (Gen. 9: 1 8-29) . 

The divi sion of men into nations -- according to the three 
sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, and Japheth (Gen. 1 0: 1 -32) . 
The doom of Babel -- Hhich stands as evidence o f  God ' s  sove
reignty over the evil designs of men (Gen. 1 1 : 1 -9 ) .  
The development of God ' s  purpose through Abram (Gen. 1 1 : 1 0-
32) . Note that this i s  the second genealogy of Shem. Cf. 
Gen. 1 0 : 21 -31 . The difference follows Eber. See Gen. 1 0: 
25 ,  26a and 1 1 : 1 6 .  

These four sections could b e  identified by certain names - - al
thoUll'h He must keep in mind that everyone mentioned in these 
three chapters ( except Noah) Here descendants of the sons of 
Noah. The names are: 
1 )  Noah and Ham (although Shem and Japheth are involved, too) . 
2) Nimrod. Cf. Gen. 1 0: 8-10 .  
3) Babel - - althoull'h Babel i s  first mentioned i n  1 0: 1 0. 
4) Abram. 

Let us look at the first division at the end of chapter 9: 



1 .  N OAl-! AIm ,-IAf!i (Gen. 9 : 1 8-29 ) .  
Here we have the practical evidence of what the Lord said in 
Gen. 8 :  21 . 

The ne,,, begj_nninp: had not chanl"ed the hearts of those "ho 
had survived the flood. 

How Noah ' s  drunkenness came about , "9 do not knm.,. The em
nhasi s given to this "'Tould indicate that this i s  the only 
time that It happened. 

"Rut this let to indecency -- ann Noah ' s  i nilecency set thin?s 
up for Ham ' s  sin. 

Bam SOUC:ht to involve his brothers also . 

Thus we see how one sin leads to another EUld how one sinner 
seeks to involve others -- like Eve dId in the Garden of 
Eden. 

"'hen Noah realizes "hat Ham had been doinl" (and the extent of 
his sin we do not know) , he spoke by divine revelation con
cernine the future of his sons. 

Noah' s prophecy: 
1 )  Note that the curse was mainly upon Canaan -- not on all 

of Ham' s  descendants .  
See the evidence here of  God ' s  decretive will. 

2) Ree:arding Shem and Japheth, note the emphasis on (',.ad -

that the blessinl" of God upon them comes from the heart 
of God EUld God is the One '-Tho i s  to be nraised and recog
nized for His work. 

Thus , we have a mixture of the human and the divine -- but 
pointing very stronp:ly to the tral"ic and continuing effect 
of sin. 

II.  NIMROD -- from chapter 1 0 ,  clearly the important character. 
See vv. 8-1 0. 

He was a Hamite and a Cushite but not a Canaanite. 

Three times the word "mighty" is used of him. See vv . 8 ,  9 .  

This expression may point to something good in Nimrod, haviD€ 
to do with the eating of meat . But this led to the estab
lishim; of his O'ID empire (;Thich is  described more fully in 
ch. 1 1 ) .  He himself evidently became hirh1y honored and 
ul timately worshipped by men lfitil he had replaced the Lord 
in their affections . This very probably lifas the first in
stance of ;That Paul says in Rom. 1 :  25 where men "worshipped 



1 0 . 1 1  ( , \  

and served the creature more than the Creator " 

Thus Nimrod is an example of a different kind of corruDtion 
from that of Ham. His Droblem ;ras PRIDE -- starting out 
well, but unable to handle the blessing and prominence which 
he received. 

How often men are like this! 

But ",hat, srecifically, was his sin? Thj s takes us to our third 
point: 

III. BABEL. See Gen. 1 1 :  1 -9 .  

Note the godlessness that is  apparent in vv .  2-4. There is 
no mention of the y,ord, or of His will. It is all where 
they ;ranted to go, what they wanted to do , and ;rhy: "lest 
we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. "  

This 1,as a direct violation of the ;rill of God, showing the 
whole plan to be in rebellion .�inst God! 

The "to;rer" ;ras an idolatrous monument, probably to the 
greatness of Nimrod. It "'as anythinp: but an attempt to ,o;et 
to heaven. 

Note what the Lord did -- the 5x He is mentioned in vv. 5-9. 

See especially v. 6b. 

Romans 1 (the latter Dart ) is a comment2,ry on these days and 
the rarid way in which this new generation 8ou!"ht to get rid, 
of the Lord. 

But "'hat the Loril ili a h'?re stands in the Hard of God as a 
solemn 1-1aming (along with all of the other ,judgments of 
Scri nturp) that every Dl an 1'rhich man makes contrary to the 
,rill of Goo is  destined to failure from the beginning! 

�lhat j,s God ' s  answer to man ' s  need? Not Nimrod, but Christ. 

Tha,t is thp reason the chanter closes ,lith our first introduction 
to: 

IV. ABRAHAl�, or Abram. 

Ff01" does the NT be!"in? "The book of the generation of Jesus 
Christ , the son of David, the son of Abraham" (Matt .  1 : 1 ) . 

By the time we get to the end of chapter 1 1  in Genesis, we 
have been given enough to make us realize (if our hearts are 



oDen to the Lord at all )  that the only hope for man i f  he i s  
ever to be able to be pleasing and. acceptable to God rests 
in two things: 
1 )  He has to be changed inside of his own heart . 
2) (;00. is  the only One who can possibly bring about that 

chane:e. 

9.oE.9_�_:._ This is  the message of the Hord of God -- the f'vidp.nces 
of man ' s  need, and how God alone can meet that need. 

"Ffilve ,Ie not seen how corrupt, how weilk, hmI depraved man is? He 
is  no different today. Note Rom. � : 23 and 6: 23a; 

Isa. 53: <' ;  
John 3 : 1 6 ;  
2 Cor. 5 : 1 7 . 

ATe you concerned about your need -- your need befoT'e God? 

Are you trying to do something about it,  or have you learned 
that only God can chan!,:e you, and that He has mai!.e full provi
sion for your salvation in the death and resurrection of His Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

May God grant you saving faith that you may become a ne,,, creature 
in Christ !  



n-- •• ( 1 / 1 -1 / ' 1 ' ,1  �l ] " , 

I\HPIIY."JVf, �T.� �c?T�1fn OF �0l) 
Gene sis 1 2 : 1 -9 

Intro� The Spirit of God seems to have given certain people in 
Scripture unique designations to emphasiz� ,..,hat they 

beeam8 lLl1r1 er the special '!lay in \>Thieh the Lord led and blessed 
in their lives .  Thus, over and over again Mo s e s  is cal led, 
"Noses, the servant of the Lord. " His "JOrk was as th9 Ilavrgiver, 
and he did as much as anyone else in the \<lord to teach the ab
solute necessity of complete obedience to God .  .lind so he had to 
exemplify his life and ministry -- and so he became in a special 
"lay, "the servant of the Lord. " 

There i s  a certain expression that i s  used for Abraham. It only 
apnears three times in all of the Bible (t" ice in the OT ; once 
in the NT) , but it is  such an 111lusual exnressio� that it does 
point out that special thing "'hich the Lord did in the 1U" of 
Abraha!1l. Fe :i s  calleli , "the friend of God. f1 
1 )  It Has a r:reat encoura,o:ement to Jehoshaphat as h�prayed for 

2 )  

J,et 
1 ) 

2) 

for "hi s  lleople 1.rhen they '.'lere i n  ,P;Teat ClanB,'er: 
"Art not thou our God, "'ho dist drive out the inhabitants 
of this land before thy people Israel,  and gavest it to 
the seed of Abraham .l!1:L friend for ever?" ( 2  Chr. 20 : 7 ) .  

I saiah used H to comfort the neople of God in his day: 
"But thou, Israel,  art my servant, Jacob whom I have 
chosen, the seed of Abraham .!!}l friend" (Isa. 41 : 8 ) .  

James c:ives i t  to us as he teaches the great truth of justi
fication by faith: 

"And the Scipture ",as fulfilled "'hich saith, Abraham 
believed God, and it ;Ias imputed unto him for righteous
ness: and he ",as called the Friend of God" (Jas . 2 : 23 ) .  

me take that as our theme this morninp: to shml t",o things: 
How God ' s  friendship , .. ri th Abraham '."!E!.S establ i 8h,,�d ,  and 'I.·That 
it meant -- the first thinRl 
HOvl the experience of Abraham is a picture of l,'That our ex
D9rience as the people of God 8hollld be. 

In Genesis 1 2: 1 ,  note first . 

1 .  THE THEOPllANY. 

Thi S l'lOrd is  formed from t, .. ro Greek words :  G � 6  S 
means GOD, and 1sio..�" '= h I , "hich means to anpea:r:. 
theonhany is  _� appea.rance of God. 

• ",hich 
Thus, a 

This is  the fi-rst time this p"pnears in Gfmesis a.1 though ",e 
d O  hp"ve -references to the fel101'lshi p that the Lord had '<Ii th 
Adam in the Garden of Ed en and ,·Ti th Enoch "ho walked "i th 
God -- and the s'l1I1e for Noah. But Iii th none of them i s  it -- --- --- -- --- - -
snec i ficall.:v sai", that the I.ord �J'neared to them. 



�lote h01·! Stephen refers to this in Acts 7 : 2 ,  
"And he (Steuhen) said, �Ien ,  brethren, and father s ,  
hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abra
ham , when he wa,s in Mesopotamia, before he d,<el t in 
Charran . "  

This i s  used only else,<here in Fsa. 29: 3 ,  
"The voice of the Lord i s  upon the waters: 
glory thundereth • • . "  

But see also Psa. 2� : 7- 10 ,  "the King of glory. " 

the God of -- -- -

This anticipates both the Millennium and the Eternal State 
-- thus in the bep:i.nning we have an indication of the end. 

"!ho is the God ",ho " appeared" to Abraham? See John 1 :  1 8 .  
It can be no one else but the Lord Jesus Christ ! Our Lord 
Himselfteaches us that Moses ,·,rote of Him. See John 5 :  46. 

This makes our Lord ' s reference to His friends in John 1 5 : 
1 3-1 5 esuecially important: 

"Greater love hath no man than thi s ,  that a man lay d01ID 
hi s life for his friends. Ye are � friends, if ye do 
whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call you not 
servant s ;  for the servant knoweth not what hi s lord 
doeth: but I have called you friends ; for all things 
that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto 
you. " 

l1ll.t Fhat do e r; GeY18Gi s 1 2  te3,ch us about the friend.shi n het"Heel1 
the T,ord and Abraham? 

II. It was A FRIEN1lSHIP ESTABLISHED BY GOD, not b�' Abraham. 

Abrah9.m '.mu!.d not have that right . He was the ob.i ect of 
divine election. God is the one ;,ho chose Abraham to be His 
friend. In Isa. 51 : 2b the Lord says about Abraham, "I call
ed him . "  In the prayer o f  the Levites in Neh. 9 : 7  we have , 
"Thou art the Lord God, who didst choose Abram. " 

In Isa. 41 : 8 ,  mentioned earlier, the Lord refers to "Jacob 
,·,hom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend . "  

And it i s  immediately after the friendship verses of John 1 5  
that ,Ie have , "ye have not chosen me , but I have chosen you, " 
in v. 1 6 .  

Because i t  \<as �overeil"11ly established by God and because God 
made a parti 0ular ohoice of Abram, "'hen we consider the dj ffer
enCA bet"reen th8 T,ord and Abraham, \<e have to reco,anize another 
fact tha.t i.s plainly ta.ught in Scriuture • • • 



I Ll .  It '.'10 A }'EtIEIIDSHIP ES'rflBLISF..ED BY AND 011 DIVINE GRACE. 

Note the contrast (the I(reatest Dossible) bet;,een Gen. 1 1  
and Gen. 1 2 !  

See Isa. 51 : 1 ,  2a , 
"Hearken to me , ye that follow after righteousness,  ye 
that seek the Lord: look unto the rock whence ye are 
hewn, and to the hole ,£[ � pit whence il!l � digged. 
Look lmto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare 
you: for I called him alone, and blessed him, and in
creased him. II 

Pink ' s comment in Gleaning's in Genesis, pp. 1 39 ,  1 40:  
liThe lesson to be learned here is a deaDly important one. 
The connection between Genesis eleven and t,181ve is 
hig'hly significant . The Lord God determined to have a 
peoDle of His own by the calling of grace ,  but it was 
not until all the claims of the natural man had been 
repudiated by his own " ickedne ss that Divine clemency 
was free to flow forth. In other words ,  it was not 
until the utter depravity of man had been fully demon
strated by the antediluvia�s, and again at Babel , that 
God dealt ,.,ith Abram in sovereign grace. That it was 
RTace and RTace alone, sovereign grace ,  which called 
Abram is  seen in his natural state ,-,hen God first 
appeared to him. There was nothinl': whatever in the ob
ject of His choice "rhich commended him to God. There 
,ras nothing whatever in Abram which merited God ' s  es
teem. The cause of election must ahrays be traced to 
God ' s  ;rill. Election itself is ' of grace ' (Rom. 1 1 :  5 ) ,  
therefore it denenils in no wise upon any worthiness in 
the object -- either actual or foreseen. If it did, it 
vTOuld not be l of p;race .. t "  

This is confirmed by Joshua 24: 2 ,  
"And Joshua said unto all the people ,  Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel , Your fathers dwelt on the other side of 
the flood in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraha� 
and the father of Nachor: and they served other gods . "  

In other ;rords ,  .they � iilolaters !  

Next we see that it  >Tas • • •  

IV. A FRIENDSHIP WHICH LED TO REVELATION. 

Note "'hat the Lord said to Abram in Gen. 1 2: 1 -3 -- amazing 
"rords , far beyond anything' that Abram could have imap;ined! 

This is al",ays a Dart of friendship. See John 1 5: 1 5 . 



V. A FRI81iDSiIIP WHICH CALLED leOR S"PARATI01, : "Get thee out • •  " 

Cf. Jas. 4 :4 .  

Also Rom. 1 2 : 2 ;  2 Cor. 6: 1 7 ,  18 .  

- VI. A FRIENDSHIP WHICH REQUIRES FAITH. 

Look at the nromises -- personal , national , and internation
al ! 

What ca.'1 you do with a promise? You either believe it,  or 
you do not believe it ! 

':!hat did Abram do? See Heb. 1 1  : 8 .  

Remember "hat our Lord said in John 1 5 : 1 4, "Ye are my 
friends IF • " 

VII .  A FRIENllSHIP ,JHICH INCLUDED GUIDANCE. 

See Gen. 1 2 : 7 .  This "'as the second appAarance. 

Cf. also Psa. 32:8  and 1sa. 58 : 1 1 .  

Al l of these are a part of our salvation, too. 

:Rut no", look at one that ",e hear so little about these days: 

VIII.  The Lord ;ras A FRIEND TO  BE WORSHIPPED. 

He always is the Lord; "'e are all-rays the chosen ones ,  only 
sinners saved by erace. The ",orship can only p;o from us to 
Him .. 

1{e have it t",ice here: vv. 7b and 8b. Note the reference 
also in Gen. 1 3: 3 ,  4. 

Noah worshiuped. See Gen. 8: 20. 

Remember Thomas in John 20: 28 .  

Concl: 

differ. 

Thus, the Lord has eiven us the pattern. The principles 
are the same for us , althouG'h the circumstances may 

Hml much of this do you understand? 

How much of this is  characteristic of your life -- the knowledee , 
the faith, the separation, the guidance,  the " orship? 



1\ FAMINE .Ll,N�) .�. 1i1 ,� TT.TTHI� 
(;enesi s 1 2: 1 0-20 

Intro: Two things are very apparent about God ' s  dealings ;Ii th 
those of us who are His children : 

1 )  He never chooses us on the basis of what we are. 
2) He never promises us that our lives as His children are 

going to be trouble-free .  

And it  is in putting these two facts together that we begin to 
see a principle of ereat importance in God ' s  ways with us: It 
is through the trials that God is working in our lives to make 
us what He wants us to be. 

Add to these another anparent fact from the life of Abraham. 
Al though he was far from what the Lord " anted him to be, still 
there is no outward reason for many of our testings when they 
do come. At the time of the test Abram was where the Lord want
ed him to be, and he was doing what the Lord ;Ianted him to do . 

Note • 

1 .  THE MAN, ABRAM. 

From vv. 1 -9 we see that he was: 

A. Chosen by God (vv. 1 -3) 
• 

B.  Obedient, faithful (v. 7 ) .  

C. Devoted to the Lord (vv. 7b, 8b) -- he built an altar 
and called on the name of the Lord. 

So you would think from all of this that things would go 
well with him and his family. 

But suddenly we have • • • 

II.  AN UNEXPECTED DEVELOPMENT (Gen. 1 2: 10a) . 

Surely this is not ",hat the Lord ",auld do to one '''ho leaves 
his home, going to a strange land , and one particularly who 
",orships the Lord in this heathen place. 

,Ie very naturally are , therefore , incline to ask ourselves ,  
"Why ",ould this hap�':!; to Abram?" 

There are 
a.nparent: 

several ans",crs that are apparent , or become 

needed to 
needed to 

1 )  Abram 
2) Abram 
3) Abram needed to 

of the Lord. 

be trained in the ways of the 
have his faith strengthened. 
learn to rely upon the wisdom 

Lord. 

and nOvTer 



1 0 . 1 n  0 0  , c  . ,- : ,) 1  

,� ) Abr,q.rn f' "F)r18r1 to learn thC:l.'t he lor? ;.; J i v:i,!'1:{'" i n  ?- land that 
\;Jas under dj_vi-ne jud["P1cn t .  Thi s  could very weJ.l have 
been the main reason for the famine (to judge the 
Canaanites ) -- anel Abram ;ras eau,,,:ht in it.  This fre
quently hanpens to thp chi l o.ren of Goo .  But cf. Rom. 8:  
28, 32. 

This situation call ed. for a decision o n  Abram ' s  part . The l ives 
of h i s  fami ly, his flocks, his herds , ;rere endangered. 

He could do t;ro thino;s: 
1 ) Stay ;rhere he ;,as ,  and trust the Lord. 
2) Do ,·,hat seemed. ;risest and. best to him . ·  

III. THE ACTION HE TOOK. Read v .  1 0 .  

He took matters into hi s m.m hanels .  

There is  no mention of any prayer for guidance. There is no 
1'10nti o'1 of any change in the rmidance that the Lord had. al
Y.'eady {':i ven to him -- no flJrther Hord from the JJord. 

Until the T,ord .<'i.ves further euidan c e ,  it is all-lays safe to 
assume that ;,e are ;Ihere He 'vant s  us to be. 

IV. THE CONSEQUENCES . 

They are stated immediately: "and Abram ;rent do;rn" -- "do""'" 
��hically, and "do;rn" .§.�.:ri tuall'[l 

A. Fear. 

Note a very interest inp; confession "'hieh Abraham makes 
in Gen. 20: 1 2 ,  1 3 . He had ant icipated trouble , and had. 
decided. ;,hat he '" ould do (and ,·,hat Sarah should do ) -

hiding behind a half-truth! 

This i s  not the way to handle our fears . 

B. The chastity of Sarai . Abram ,·ras so concerned about 
himself that he Has willing to put SaraI i n  n anger for 
his own ;relfare 

C.  His needs ",ere met . A...nd. so it "'2.S not all bad. In fac t ,  
Abram ,,,as ahead on t;ro of these three points. This 
latter noint had been the reason for his  Raing to Epypt 
-- and it had been achieved. No one missed a meal . No 
one d ied -- neither man , ;roman , child, nor any of h i s  
ma�y flooks and herds ! 

But re,�ardl ess of the t,·[O good things, the bad far out",ei{,:hee 
the eood ",hen He take into consideration that Sarai was a 



vi t,,:)} Dart of God ' s pl R,n , ,'jURt, as Abram H:';1}d She , t00, hFt(1 
been chosen of God. See Gen. 1 8 : 9 ,  10 .  

And so i t  not snrnri sine: that the next thine: that we see i s  

V. DIVIl1E INTERVENTION. Cf. Gen. 1 2 : 1 7 .  

. . 

Eow p,racious the I,oro i s !  He could have let things go on. 
Or, he could have fore:otten about Abram, and chosen someone 
else. But fie did neither! Instead, he stepped in and inter
vened! 

Many, many of the thines you see the Lord doine in Scripture 
are to prevent or to correct something that His people have 
done or are about to do in their own stupid ity and unbelief. 

Here was a man "ho "as called to be a bles sine: to those >rho 
"Iere good to him, but instead he ,,,as a curse! 

1:That the Lord did (the only time He i s  mentioned from 1 2 : 8  
to 1 3 : 4) we do hot ImO>I, but Pharaoh kne,; that it "as a 
divj.ne .iudgment ,  and he knew WHY ! 

-- -- - -- -

VI . THE OUTCOME. T�lo things: 

A. We see a heathen king acting more like a man of God than 
AbraJIl doe s .  

B. Abram i s  forced to go back to Canaan where he belonged 
-- back to the altar. 

A child .of yod 2yt o f  the ;rill of God .i.§. .§Ll1 umlanted 
person! 

Concl: Hhat can >re learn from Abram ' s  failure? 

Several things: 
1 )  Exnect trials and testine:s. It is God ' s  'my . No child of 

God is >rort.h anything without them. A s  Packer says (Knowing 
God, p .  87) -- take them a8 from God. 

2) ·Never anticinate trouble.-it ahlays increases our unbelief 
and causes us to do things that never should be done. 

3) Always remember the Lord. He kno>!s where "e are . He kno"s 
vrhat i s  r-r,oine- on. He even desiffl1s our t estinf,'s -- and con
trols them, and uses them. Look at Him. Look to Him. F. B .  
Meyer once wrote that those >!ho 'bome into positions of ex
treme difficulty" should"not look at God throue;h difficul" 
ties • • •  , but let them look at difficulties throllp:h God . "  
(This i s  in Abraham , p .  38. )  

See Gen . 1 5 : 1 ;  1 7 : 1  for this emphasi s .  
4)  Never take a step without clear e:uidance from the Lord. 

"Wait" (Psa. 27: 1 4) -- the hardest thing "e ever do . 



rrhpre J s  �:m l1n, .. rrJ-l::ten (;:h�:nt�l" "here -- �nvi. t,hpY'P arA maYl�r 
in ScriDture (ann in our lives too ) :  \,!hat God Hould have 
done to provide food for Abram, his family, and his live
stock! How �l1l': unwritten chapters "'ill there be in your 
life? 

Chri stian, in Pil/'Tim ' s  Progress, is said to have have 
thoul"ht "that it i s  easier Going out of the "ay "hen He are 
in , than goine; in when 'He a.re out" (p. 252) . 

Are you in a Dlace where you are facing unAxpected nrobl ems? 
Are you confused , anxi ous , ]1erhaDs even resentful af"a.inst the 
Tlord., sayinp-, "Why should thi8  hapnen to mp?" 

Annre" Murray p'ives us some ,,,i se suggestions which Abram should 
have follo"ed: 

"In the time of questionin,,, say: 

"First: He brou�l-jt me herA ; it is by lUs �Tnl I am in this 
strait nlace; in that I "ill rest. 

"Next: He ,,'ill keAp me here i n  Ht s love , and give me grace 
in this trial to behave as His child. 

"Then: He '''ill make the trial a blessine:, teaching me the 
lessons He intends me to learn, and working in me 
the grace He means to bestow. 

"Last: 

"Say: 
1 • 

2. 
3.  
4 .  

In His good time He can bring me out again -- how 
ana "hen He knows . 

I am here 
By God ' s  appointment. 
In Fis keeping. 
Under His training. 
For His time . "  

-- In Edman ' s  Just �?, p .  3.  

Will you learn from Abram' s failure? vTIn I? 



ABRAM ! " ll ].(vr 
n.ene sts 1 3  

Intro: The story of Abram p'iVf>S us A, '<Jonderf111 example of ;,hat 
you have in the l,ord ' s  dealings ",ith all of His children 

thine:s: 
1 ) 

2)  

The Qut",orkinp; of Bis p;reat redemptive purvose. This e:088 
far beyond any one of us, and YAt it in"ludes all of us. 
�re have been "called according to His purpose" (Rom. 8: 28) .  
His Hork in us,  making us ",hat He '<Jants us to be. He al
'<Jays starts ",ith nothing, and then finished product is a 
masterpiece. See this in Rom. 8: 29. 

So in Abren1 1<1e see God both makillE a man and n".i,ne: a man. 

And the man that rood makes and uses has to be a man of faith 
not just imparted to him, but implanted in him, becoming a very 
part of the man himself! 

And this calls for both knowledge and the testillf;; of that kn01<1-
ledpe -- always ! And so we have it in the life of Abraham. His 
faith is tested by the Lord when he was asked to leave Ur of the 
Chaldees ",i thout anything: to ftO on but the nromise of God. 

And immed iately ,,,hen he p-ets into the land he faces a test. \,e 
considered it last ",eek: "And there ",as a famine in the land" 
( 1 2 : 1 0) .  
And Abram failed -- failed miserably, and failed dangerously. 
He ran the risk of losing his wife forever, and nossibly of los
ing his own life ! 

BUT -- as chapter 1 3  begins we have nothing but • • • 

1 .  THE SOV';:REIGN GOODNESS OF THE LORD (Gen. 1 3 : 1 -4) . 

Abram i8 safe. Sarai is safe. Lot 
tremely wealthy. And he comes back 
altar, " and fellowship i.s restored: 
on the name of the Lord." 

is safe. Abram is ex
to "the place of the 
"and there Abram called 

Talk about an example of Eph. 3:20,  21 -- here it is !  God 
is ",atchinp: over His foolish servant , and disnlayinl" IUs 
sovereign power over the mighty Ep-yutians! He ",ill never 
let an Abram, or a Pharaoh, or a famine, or anything else 
stand in the way of the fulfillment of His nurposes. And 
He takes all of the involved circumstances and works them 
tOl"ether 80 that even those who have done the wrong thing 
come out on top! �at an amazing God ",e have -- because He 
is still the same 1<1ay. 

However, they no sooner get back into the land than they run into 



The language is  even similar to that which described the 
first test: "And there was a strife " ( 1 3 : 7 ) .  

The first test had been with circumstances ;  the second, "ri th 
.'?,8ople .  Testings are not always of the same kind. 

And note one particular thing that was true of both of these 
tests. 'rhey took place "in the land, "  i .  e . , when Abram was 
exactly where the Lord wanted him to be ! 

This means two things at least : 
1 )  Testings do not necessarily mean that we are in the 

\Vrong place. They may mean that , but not necessarily. 
2 )  You can expect that being in the \Vill of God \Vill brinG 

tests -- tests that you " ould not have had otherwise . 

Abram and Lot were both so \Veal thy and had so many flocks 
and herds that it was not cossible for them to stay in the 
same place. Note that expression at the beginning of 1 3 : 6 ,  
"And the land "as not able to bear them, that they might 
dwell together. "  

Now 
1 ) 

this is  very interesting in view of: 
Abram' s call -- "out of thy country, and from thy kindred 
and from thy father ' s  house" ( 1 2: 1 )  -- the first cart of' 
his call.  
Note who went , and who took who according to  1 1 : 31 !  Is  
this not a sign of Abram ' s  weakness? 
And then note how even after Terah died, Lot i s  al\Vays 
"with" Abram. See 1 2: 4, 5 ;  1 3 : 1 ,  5 .  

There is no que stion about what i s  happening_ � � to �! 

And from Lot ' s  life after;rard is it not even possible that 
it was really Lot who took Abram down to Egypt? 

Ho>! can this be settled? 

It is very interesting to see hOI, testings are used to bring 
about the very conditions that the Lord ,;anted in the beginning. 
Note • • • 

III.  THE SOLUTION (Gen. 1 3 : 8-1 3 ) .  

Note "rho initiated it -- Abram. 

Note what his suggestion was. It is twofold: 
1 ) That there should not be trouble between them. 
2 )  That Lot make the first choice -- but notice that that 

choice was to be of some place in the "land . "  See v. 9 .  



Abram d id no+. ,,,ant l,ot to leave the lanel -- and "e neRd 
to keep this in mind. 

It i s  very instructive , and it will serve to warn us to 
see how Lot "ent about mrucing his choice. It basically 
was: 

�� A selfish choice. Lot was only concerned about Lot .  
A choice basRd upon "hat he could �! 

Lot Has " just" according to 2 Pet . 2: 7 ,  but he 1ifas 
a man 1ifho 1ifalked by sight. There is  no mention of 
any prayer he offered . 
1\ choice that failed to take into consideration that 
there were thinl's about "the cities of the plain" 
"hich he did not kno" , i . e . , "before the Lord des
troyed Sodom and Gomorrah . "  

Cf. 1 John 2 : 1 5-1 7 .  Do you knoH the rest of the story 
of Lot ' s  life -- about hi s daughters ,  about his Hife? 
See 1 3 : 1 ). 

It Has necessary that they separate, but it 
for Lot to make the decision Hhich he made ! 
edy -- involving so many lives !  

1'las necessa:ry 
What a trag>-

He are not throull'h Hith Lot , but He leave him in this 
chapter at the end of v. 1 3. 

No,; let us look at 

IV. THE OUTCONE FOR J\J3RAl'I (Gen. 1 3 : 1 A-1 8 ) .  

And i t  Has "after that Lot Has separated from him. " There 
are some things "hich the Lord holds back 1mtil the condi
tionA :Ln our lives are according to His Hill . 

Notice the emnhasis that we have ha,d on "the land. " What 
does it renresent for us? 14hat is our "land"? 

This "TaS the plaoe that all of the promises ;Iere centered. 
It ,;as the placR of blessing. It Has God ' s  will for Abram. 
Does it not represent the 'tiord? 

Let me take the three commandments having to do with the 
"land" and show ho,; they relate to ns toda.y and to the life 
of faith which the Lord ,;ants us to live: 
1 )  "Get thee ont of thy country • • •  unto a land that I 

"'ill she", thee" ( 1 2 : 1 ) .  
2)  "Lift up now thine eyes ,  and look from the place ",here 

thon art • • •  " ( 1 3 :  1 4 ) .  
3 )  "Arise, ",alk through the land • • •  " ( 1 3: 1 7 ) .  

ft�d then ",e need t o  note the promises connected ",ith these 



commands:  
1 )  It is  all to be Given to Abram. See 1 2 : 7 ;  1 3 : 1 5 , 1 7 .  

He did not earn it by going. And he certainly did not 
deserve it.  It all Has a gift from God! 

2) It was a place of blessinr. Cf. 1 2 : 2m. 
3 )  It 1ms a place where saints Hould be made. Cf. 1 2: 2a; 

1 3 : 1 6a. 
4) It was a place from Hhich blessing would go to the ends 

of the earth. Cf. 1 2 : 3b .  

And Hhat hanpened to Abram as  h e  hep-an to  "Halk"? He ;ralkE'd 
right to "Hebron, "  ,;hich means to Jle .joine� .!.ogether -- the 
J�ord and Abram -- because in the Hard you find the Lord ano. 
Hith the Lord thE're is felloHshi 11 ,rith the tHO things that 

characteristic of Abram' s  
His tent · } s 1 3 1 8  1" 1 t ' ee : • 

, 1 8  a .  ar. 

life : 

Concl: Can the Lord be trusted? H01J ld you rather have your o,m 
'IA,Y like Lot , or leave the choice to the Lord like Abram 

�lho Has the Hinner? did? 

And l'rill you .i@! into the Word, 
and loo� thr�� the Word in all directions and from 

start to finish, 
and then �alk .through it -- expecting great things from 

the Lord? 

This is  the ;ray to blessing because it is the Hay to felloHship 
with the Lord. 
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THE MOST HIGH GOD 
Genesis 14  

Intro: One thing that we have been learning from":the life of 
Abram is that the life of the child of God is going to 

be a life a testing. This is the way that the Lord has of 
strengthening our faith. Untried faith is always weak faith. 

And anyone who reads the Scriptures knows that the Bible has a 
great deal to say about suffering. 

In fact, among believers today we are hearing more about fellow
ship and discipleship than we are hearing about anything else. 
And yet there are very few that seem to realize that suffering 
and testing and trials are related intimately with these words 
in Scripture. 

And so it was in the life of Abraham. 

We have testing in Gen. 12 ,  Gen. 1 3 ,  and now in Gen. 1 4  -- all 
different , but all trials nevertheless. 

But it will be very encouraging to us to note the place that the 
Lord has in all of these chapters -- especially with respect to 
His sovereignty! And this comes very much to the surface here 
in Gen. 14. 

What is the situation here? 

Note 12 :6b and 13 :7b. 

It is very apparent that Abram had been called by God into a 
land that was of great interest to many people and to many kings! 
The chief of them was Chedorloamer (mentioned 3rd in 1 4: 1 ,  but 
1 st in 1 4: 5  -- probably indicating his ascendancy over the other 
kings during that 1 3  year period) . He was a kind of "Napoleon 
of his age" (Meyer, F. B. , Abraham, p. 58) .  And, facing a re
volt among 80me of his subjects, he seems intent upan re-estab
lishing his-pGWer aver all of his subjects. 

We wauld nat be interested in this and it is doubtful if it 
would be referred to in the Bible if it were not for • • •  

I .  THE INVOLVEMENT OF LOT (Gen. 1 4: 1 -1 2 ) .  

Note "Bera king of Sodom" in v. 2 .  
in vv .  8,  1 0, 1 1 ,  1 2 ,  especially v. 
which things had progressed for Lot 

And then notice "Sodom" 
12. And see the way in 
from 1 3 : 1 2b. 

Could we say that, just as there is an unwritten accoant in 
connection with ch. 1 2, i.e. , how the Lord would have pro
vided far Abram IF he had stayed in the land, 8a we have an 



Genesis 1 4  (2) 
incident here which should not have been written. Lot is in 
trouble, and he is in trouble because he made a very, very 
foolish mistake in Gen. 1 3  when he decided to pitch "his 
tent toward Sodam" (v. 1 2b) .  

How tragic to read, "and they took Lot • • 

But the second thing we see in the chapter is • 

II. THE INTERVENTION OF ABRAM (Gen. 1 4: 1 3-1 6) .  

. "  ( 14: 1 2a) . 

• • 

Providentially someone "escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew" 
(v. 1 3 ) .  

What could have been his reaction? That it was just what 
Lot deserved? 

Yes, that could have been Abram' s  feeling -- BUT IT WAS NOT! 
Instead, "he armed his trained servants" and went out to win 
what was undoubtedly one of the most amazing and most mira
culous victories in all of Scripture. 

V. 1 6  tells us the most important result of the battle. V. 
1 7  calls Abram' B victory a "slaughter." 

But � important part of these verses is the title given to 
Abram: "the Hebrew."  

It  relates him to his ancestor, Eber. And it  becomes the 
prominent designation for his descendants, � Hebrews. 

But basically it is formed from the Hebrew verb, "I J. Y , 
which means t. pass over, meaning in this case one �ho had 
come over into Canaan from beyond the River Euphrates. 

It marked out Abram as a foreigner -- in Canaan, but not a 
Canaanite ! 

And even more significant spiritually it meant that he was 
a man of God who had maintained his separation from the 
Canaani tes. They looked upon him as,"!: .truB"'r and !: pilgr� 

This was not the case with Lot -- who had bee_e one of 
thelll! 

BUT NOTE: When Sodom needed help, it was not Lot whom God 
used, but Abram, "the Hebrew."  

But victories alw�s bring their dangers, and let us never for
get it. It comes to Abram in • • •  

III. THE INOIDENT WITH THE KING OF SODOM (Gen. 1 4 : 1 7 ,  21 ) .  
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What a temptation this must have been! And how reasonable 
it was ! 

Note something very important: The people were more impor
tant to the King of S.d •• than were there things. And, of 
course, the people would have included £!i! 

But how infinitely wise and important are tho w�s of God with 
us. He knows what is ahead. And we of ton learn that something 
unexplained and unexplainable that "" have gone through has been 
God ' s  preparation i!!. .!h!l which � � .!!!!:!. coming! 

And so we have • • • 

IV. THE DIVINE INTERLUDE (Gen. 1 4: 18-20) . 

An interlude haa boen defined as "a performance between the 
acts of a pl�" (Webster' s  New World Dictionary, p. 393 ) .  

The Lord sends a man, a very important man ,  into Abram' s  life 
to prepare Abram for the temptation that is coming. 

And this man brings to Abram a new revelation of Gad. It is 
"the most high God" ! 

I want to spend another Sunday on Melchiaedec because he is 
so very important in Scripture, but let us look just at this 
revelation today. 

"God" here is the Hebrew word, !!.. ( � � ) . It speaks of 
God' s  might, power, strength. 

As "the most high" we are to understand one who is exalted, 
supreme • .:!:h!. greatest � • .:!:h!. �c:2!!!. ill . .:!:h!. Sovereign. 

And as such He is "the possessor of heaven and earth." !his 
( i1 ;i\'l ) means that God is .:!:h!. J'oUl'J.der, the Creator, .:!:h!. � 
who erected the heavens and the earth -- and thus, the One 
who � 11, ill Pessessor, ill OWl1er, ill Mail*er! - -

In the Hr, cf. Col. 2 :8-10. 

With such a God, Abram did not need any help fro. the King 
of Sodom -- nor from anyone else. And neither do we! 

What was the result? Note • • •  

V. THE INDEPENDENCE OF FAITH (Gen. 1 4: 22-24) . 

Here is a man jealous for the glory of God. 
the King or Sodom would s�, and he was not 
that happen! 

He knew what 
about to let 
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What could have been of less significance than "a thread" 
or "a sheelatchet"? We weuld sa;y .! thread er .! sheestring! 

And this was a settled conviction between Abram and his God ! 
Note: " I  have lift up mine hand • • . " 

Concl: Do you see that the most practical truth in all of the 
Word of God is the knowledge of the Lerd? 

What we know', of the Lord has the greatest effect upon all of eur 
lives. It is seen in what we do. 

Cf. Daniel ' s  three friends ,  and Paul on the wa;y to Rome during 
the sterm. 

Let us not turn from a passage like this amazed with the courage 
and faith of Abram; let us turn awa;y te worship the God of 
Abram who made him what he was ! 

And He will do the same for us ! 
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MELCHIZEDEK 
Genesis 1 4: 1 8-20 

Intro: Melchizedek is mentioned in only three books of the 
Bible, and yet is one of the most important of all of 

the people mentioned in Scripture: 

2
1

3

� In Genesis 1 4  -- historically. 
In Psalm 1 1 0  -- prophetically (v. 4) . 
In Hebrews 5: 6 ,  10 ;  6:20; and 6 times in chapter 7 -- vv. 
1 ,  1 0, 1 1 ,  1 5 ,  1 7 ,  21 -- doctrinally. 

There is ne doubt but that Melchizedek is a type of the Lord 
Jesus Christl This is very evident in all three passages where 
Melchizedek is mentioned. But it is brought out especially by 
two 
1 )  

2) 

statellent s: 
That Christ, the Messiah, is "a priest for ever after the 
order of Melchizedek" (Psa. 1 1 0: 4) -- quoted in Heb. 7 : 1 7 ,  
21 . 
That Melchizedek was "llade like unto the Son of God . "  

S o  i t  is very clear that we do have Christ in the OT. Here in 
a type. 

Concerning this, Spurgeon once said, 
"For III part, I &11 far .. ore afraid of making too little 
of the Word than of seeing too lIuch in it" (Vol . 30, p. 
1 22a) • 

It is obvious from Hebrews 5-7 that this is truth wAich is to be 
classified as solid �, or "meat . "  

Let us see its application to us because, if Melchizedek i s  a 
type of Christ, then Abram is a type of those of us who are be
lievers. And, therefore , what Melchizedek was to Abraa, we can 
expect Christ will be to us -- and do for us l 

It even is an account that foreshadows what the Lord will do in 
connection with His second COiling. 

Read Psal .. 1 1 0. 

But let us return to its meaning for us today. 

I .  THEHE IS A BATTLE GOING ON. Note the context in Gen. 1 4. 

Ours is a spiritual conflic t ,  but it often involves people 
as well as Satan and de .. ons, and even the sinful nature of 
lOur own hearts .  We say, and say truthfully, that our con
flict is with: 
1 � The world. 
2 The flesh. 
3 The Devil. 
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And, it is true of us as it was with Abram in this particu
lar battle, we are outnumbered and out-powered until humanly 
speaking there is no hope for victory! 

As I mentioned last week, this could easily be the most 
' c. "ua.zing victory that is recorded in Scripture (apart from 

the victory which our Lord won on the Cress) . 

No Christian is prepared for the battle which he faces until 
he sees that there is no possibility for him to be victorious 
in his own strenph. li!Y! you learned this? 

I I .  THE SUDDEN, UNEXPECTED ARRIVAL OF MELCHIZEDEK. 

We do not have any prior reference te his existencs, and all 
of a sudden he is there. See Gen. 1 4: 1 7 ,  18.  

This certainly would have to be classified as one ef the 
!2!! important things that happened to Abram duri�arr-of 
his lifetime ! 

We , tee, can expect those special visitations of blesBing 
from the Lord -- but may I add -- ALWAYS THROUGH HIS WORD: 

What a glorious prospect this i s !  

But now we come t o  the heart o f  things , and t o  that which i s  
mentioned in our text: Gea, 1 4: 18-20. 

III . MELCHIZEDEK AS A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

We see this in four particulars: 

A. By who Melchizedek was -- his name and his titles. 

I personally do not believe that Melchizedek is Christ, 
but that he i s ,  as Reb. 7 : 3  says, "made like unto the 
Son of God . "  And as Psa. 1 1 Ch 4 says, that Christ ta "a 
priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. "  But he 
is a most remarkable type of Christ! 

Note four names and titles that are given: 

1 .  Melchizedek, which means, "king of righteousnes s . "  
See Reb. 7:2.  

2. King of Salem, which means, "king of peace . "  Note 
the grammatical connection between "Salem" and 
shalom. 

3 .  As both above indicate ,  he i s  a king. 
4. "The priest of the most high God . "  

Therefore, we c an  say that he i s  both a king and a priest 
who is characterized by righteousness and peace. 
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Notes: 
1 We must begin with right ••• sness. 
2 Righteousness precedes peace. Cf. Rom. 5: 1 ;  lea. 32: 1 7 ;  
3 King suggests our Lord ' s  sovereign power. �57: 20 , 21.  
4 As our priest he represents us before God as our inter-

cessor. , 
We need to meditate much on these wonderful truths. 

B. By what is not stated conoerning Melchizedek. 

This is the special emphasis in Hebrews 7 .  

We do not know: 

�� 

About Melchizedek' s  birth -- where or when. 
His parents, or any of his ancestry. 
When he died -- and there is a special reason for 
this as we see in Heb. 7 : 3b, 8, 1 6, 1 7 ,  21 , 23, 24, 
25, 28. 

F. B. Meyer has written, 
"The fact on which the inspired writer fixes is 
that no information is afforded us on any of these 
points. There � �  intention in � golden silence, 
� well � 1E. � golden speech ,2£ Scripture {italics 
miney:- And these details were doubtless shrouded in 
abscurity, that there might be a still clearer 
approximation of the type to the glory of the Anti
type, who abides continually. He is the Ancient of 
Days; the King of the Ages ;  the I AM. • • He does 
for us net what He did for" Abram then, "and what He 
will do for the last sinner who shall claim His aid" 
(Abraham, p. 69) . 

C. By what he (Melchizedek) brought to Abram: "bread and 
wine. "  

We see these two elements again in the first part of 
Num. 1 5  where the meal offering and the wine of the drink 
offering are added�the burnt offering-. ---

To our minds since the death of Christ they speak of the 
elements that we use as we remember the Lard at the Lordi!· 
table. 

And here is a major suggestion as to the meaning of the 
Lord ' s  table for us -- just as it was for Abram' s refresh 
ment after the battle,  so we are to be spiritually re
freshed at the Lord ' s  table. 

And so it speaks of our salvation and of the work of our 
Saviour. Cf. the basic truth in John 6: 53, and 35. 
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Finally as to Melchizedek himself • • • 

D. By what he (Melchizedek) did (is he a type of Christ). 

He acts here as a priest, standing between Abram and the 
most high God. 

He blesses Abram, and he blesses God -- but in a differ
ent sense. 

Here we see Christ as our Intercessor. Do you remember 
Heb. 7 : 25? And also in that series of question which 
Paul asks and answers in Rom. 8 we have that wonderful 
truth in v. 34, 

"Who is he that condenmeth? It is Christ that died, 
yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of the God, who also maketh intercession 
for us. 1t 

Thus we have Him again as the Living One, the Risen One, 
Who makes intercession for us -- seeking our blessing. 

And note how Melchizedek is concerned about the glory of 
God -- just as our Lord Jesus Christ is  to an infinite 
degree! ! I 

Now from all of this we come to one more thing: 

IV. ABRAM'S  RESPONSE: "And he (Abram) gave him (Melchizedek) 
tithes of all. "  See v. 20b. 

And this is stated after Melchizedek had pr�ed, "And blessed 
be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into 
thy hand. "  

All that Abram had won in the battle was his because God had 
given it to him. So it really belonged to God. And in re
cognition of this, Abram gives a tithe to the Lord -- not 
because he had to, but because he wanted to. � significant 
� i! i!!. understanding � tithe, .2!: !!!!if.. giving, wherever 
.:!:i i! mentioned .!!! � � of � It is the first time 
the tithe is  mentiomed. 

What have you given to the Lord? 

Concl: Note that all of this was to prepare Abram for a far 
greater danger than he had faced in his battle with the 

kings: the temptation that the King of Sodom would propose to 
him. 

How important to pay close attention to the things the most high � God is saying to us, and doing with us. 
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THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM 
Genesis 1 5: 1-6 

Intro: Although our Bibles are divided into chapters, there is 
a continuity to it all which is brought out in these 

chapters which give us the life of Abraham. We see it in the 
words which begin the chapters: "And . . .  After • • • Now • 
And • • • fI 

It is � obvious that chapter 1 5  is related to chapter 1 4: 
"After these things . . " 

Because of the events of chapter 1 4, we find Abram in chapter 1 5  
both fearful and discouraged. 

This is often the aftermath of a great time of victory and bless
ing! 

And it would seem that Abram WaS so down that he was not even 
praying -- and so that chapter begins with the word of the Lord 
coming � !!!!!, and coming in !: vision. 

-- - - - -

And so the first thing we have in chapter 1 5  is 

I .  WHAT THE LORD DID AND SAID (Gen. 1 5: 1 ) . 

Several things are of special interest. 

• • • 

A. God' s  timing: "After these things • • •  " 

B. The revelation. 

Of special interest also is the statement, "the word of 
the Lord came unto Abram. "  Remember this because we have 
it again in v. 4 

C.  God' s  command: "Fear not" -- which tells us that he was 
afraid, and the circumstances of the preceding chapter 
tell us 1!!!z! 

D. God' s  promise: "I am thy shield, and thy exceeding 
great reward."  

Peace comes in knowing Who the Lord is. 

Our testings always become the circumstances under which 
we learn more of the Lord. 

God' s  performances always surpass His promises. 

II. ABRAM'S RESPONSE TO GOD (Gen. 1 5: 2 ,  3 ) .  These are the first 
words which are recorded that Abram spoke to the Lord. 
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Note three things: 

A. Abram' s theology: "Lord God" -- Adonai Jehovah, or 
Master and Lord. 

B. Abram' s  deep ooncern: "What will Thou give me • • •  " 
No promise could possibly take the place of THE promise. 

C .  Abram's  tendency to introduce man' s  ways into God' s  
work. 

This is probably the most difficult thing for all of us 
to learn: Isa. 55:8,  9. 

III. THE LORD' S  ANSWER TO ABRAM (Gen. 1 5: 4, 5 ) .  

A. Concerning his heir (v. 4).  

B. Concerning his seed (v. 5) -- used in �. w�s: 
( 1 ) of Isaac, (2)  flf Israel , (3 )  of Christ, (4) .f · all 
b.lievers. 

Here it must be used in the latter sense. 

Contrast this with Gen. 1 3: 1 6. 

What was Abram to understand? 
1 1 What an 811a.zing purpose God had. 
2 That it was so great that only God could do it. 
3 That his seed would have a heavenly character. 
4 That his seed would be appointed as a heavenly people 

to give light upon the earth. 
S) That just as the stars were for signs and for sea

sons, so the purposes of God would be manifest 
through this spiritual seed. 

IV. THE HESULT (Gen. 1 5: 6) -- which has to be classified as one 
!:!!. j:h!:. !!!2!!i important verses � all !:!!. j:h!:. Bible. It is
quoted in Romans 4: 3 ;  Galatians 3:6; James 2:28.  

This is  the basic doctrine concerning God' s  way of salvation. 
It II !!z faith. 

Three questions: 
1 )  Was this the first of Abram' s faith, or the last? Nol 

See Heb. 1 1 :8.  See also the quote at the end of Rom. 4 
which really has to do with Gen. 1 7 ,  not Gen. 1 5 .  

What are we to learn from this? At least two things: 
(a) That there will always be a IIJ'stery surroUl1diDg God's 
dealings with men. We cannot say it will be the seae 
all of the time. (b) That faith is co.tinuous -- and it 
will be seen again and again. 
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2) Where did Abram' s faith come from? Was it something 
that he worked up in his own heart? If so, how could he 
keep it worked up. 

Note the two similar statements in vv. 1 ,  4 -- "the 
word of the Lord came." 

And then note such verses as Rom. 1 0 : 1 7 ;  Heb. 1 2:2 ;  
Eph. 2 :8 ,  9. Faith itself is  a gift of God, brought to 
our hearts through the Word of God. 

3) What was the result? "And He counted it to him for 
righteousness."  

Concl: 

And the NT quotations by Paul and James teach us that 
salvation has never besn on any other basis -- and that 
it never will be! Salvation in the OT is the same as 
salvation in the NT! It is alw�s by faith alone. It 
is alw�s by grace. It is alw�s a work of God -- from 
start to finish. And it alw�s results in the justifi
cation of unworthy sinners. There � E2  other � 
We have 

�� for 
for 

a twofold application that is very 
one who is a child of God, and 
one who is !!2! a child (i)f God. 

evident here: 

For the first, see v. 1 .  

For the second, see v. 6. 
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HOW CAN WE KNOW? 
Genesis 1 5: 7-21 

Intro: How would you answer the question, � !!!!:!!. Abram saved? 

Before you say, 'Why, in Gen. 1 5 : 6  of course ,"  remember what Heb. 
1 1 :8 tells us: 

"];! faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a 
place whioh he should after receive for an inheritance,  
obeyed; and he went out , not knowing whither he went . "  

Could Abram have exercised obedience in his life through faith 
before he had saving faith? Or, to state it another way, Is 
there a difference between the two� Cf. Col. 2:6, 7 .  

We could raise the same question about others -- Joseph, Moses, 
David, Nicodemus, Paul -- if we were forced to point out a pre
cise moment. 

What does this mean? Does it mean that there is not a definite 
time when we pass from death to life? No, it does not mean that. 
Spiritual birth is just as definite as physical birth. But it 
does mean that we do not always know -- even about our own new 
birth, i .e. , as to the exact time. 

AND WHEN WE TALK ABOUT THE ASSURANCE OF SALVATION IT IS IMPORTANT 
TO NOTE THAT THE LORD DOES NOT POINT ABRAM TO THE TIME OF HIS 
FAITH, NOR TO � CHARACTER OF HIS FAITH, BUT THE LORD POINTS TO 
OTHER THINGS OUTSIDE OF ABRAM. 

Abram' s condition here is an illustration of what that anxious 
father said to the Lord when the Lord came down from the mount 
of transfiguration, 

"Lord, I believe ; help thou mine unbelief" (Mark 9: 24b) . 
1!2. you understand wha.t � meant? Do you ever believe and !!2i 
believe at the same time? 

Or, perhaps we should ask another question: � it possible to 
KNOW � you � saved? Look at Abram ' s  question in Gen. 15:8.  

Many Scriptures could be cited in answering this, but let us 
take one at the moment: 1 John 5: 1 3, 

"These things have I written unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life, and that l!!.. � believeOn the nameOfthe 
Son of God." 

Note that: 
1 ) Assurance is  for those who have believed; not 

believer. This certainly was true in Abram' s  
first;  assurance follows. 

for the un
case. Faith 

Salvation is something we can know about and be sure of. 
Salvation is a present possession. 
Salvation is manifested by a continuation of our believing. 



Genesis 1 5: 7-21 ( 2 )  

But -- note a ccuple of other things before we see the answer to 
the question, � Can We KnoW? 

Note why Abram needed assurance. See vv. 2, 3. He was 
havihg a hard time putting his experience together with 
the/ things that the Lord had said to him. 

T�S is one of the reasons we need to be assured too -- agai� 
ahd again! �ote also the problems that arose when the Lord was assuring 
him: 
1 )  "The fowls came down upon the carcases , "  i.e. , the', birds 

of prey. Difficulties will always arise when we draw 
near to God to find peace for our souls. 

2) "An horror of great darkness fell upon him" (Abram) . We 
cannot understand these times, but we certainly know what 
they are -- and they usually come when we are seeking the 
Lord about something I 

But having recognized some of the problems, let us notice how 
the Lord gave Abram the assurance that he was seeking. And I 
trust � you .2ll see !!£!! it applies i2. your salvation-.- -

There are � things here for us to see. And it is interesting 
to note that two of them had been given before Abram asked for 
assurance, and two after! 

1 .  BY THE CHARACTER TO GOD. 

See this in Gen. 1 5: 7 "I  am the Lord."  But notice it 
also in v. 1 -- "I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great 
reward. "  

From Abram' s words in vv. 2 ,  3 we can see that Abram was 
more concerned about what the Lord would give him that he 
than he was concerned about who the Lord is. 

The character of the Lord is the foundation of it all .  If 
He is not faithful, if He does not remain the same, we have 
no basis for assurance at all. This is why it is important 
in preaching the Gospel for us to deal with the character of 
God, and why it is imperative that every child of God begin 
his life as a Christian by concentrating upon the knowledge 
of God. 

Note how this is brought out in 2 Tim. 1 : 12 ,  
"For the which cause I also suffer these things: never
theless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have be
lieved, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto h!!!! against that day."  



Genesis 1 5 : 7-21 � 3 )  

Secondly, our salvation i s  guaranteed by: 

II .  THE WORD OF GOD. 

�: It is � l!.2!2. Who is speaking in vv. 1 ,  4, 5 ,  7 ,  ff. 

We used to sing that chorus: 
He cannot fail, for He is God; 
He cannot fail , He' s  pledged His Word; 
He cannot fail , He 'll see you through; 
He cannot fail, He' ll answer you. 

Even Balaam was forced to admit this to Balak when he said, 
"God is not a man, that he should lie ; neither the son 
of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall 
he not do it� or hath he spoken, an�shall he not make 
it good?" 

- -

The Psalmist expressed it this way: 
"For ever, 0 Lord, thy word is settled in heaven" (Psa. 
1 19:89) . 

Isaiah wrote: 
" • • • the word of our God shall stand for ever" (Isa. 
40: 8b) .  

Even our Lord said, 
"Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall 
not pass away" (Mark 1 3: 31 ) .  

The Word of God will last longer than the State of Oregon, 
or than Mt. Hood. In fact, it was by the Word of God that 
Mt. Hood came into existence. 

What does the Word say? Listen to these words of our Lord: 
"And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand" (John 10:28) .  

And remember, as we saw last week, " • • •  faith cometh by 
hearing • • . " (Rom. 10:  1 7 ) .  

But there are two more guarantees: 

III. THE SACRIFICES WHICH ABRAM PREPARED. 

This was all in preparation for the confirming of God' s pro
mises. How gracious of God to do such a thing I See Gen. 
1 5: 9 ,  10.  

What is the Lord doing with these sacrifices? 
He is. pointing ahead to Christ. This is true 
rifices from Gen. 3 on. Cf. John 1 : 29. 

One thing: 
of the OT sac .. 



The NT is full of this great truth -- that the sacrifice of 
the Lord Jesus Christ is sufficient , totally sufficient for 
all of our sins. Cf. 1 John 2: 1 ,  2 .  

My faith has found a resting place, 
Not in devioe nor oreed, 
I trust the ever-living One; 
His wounds for me shall plead. 
I need no other argument, 
I need no other plea; 
It is enough that Jesus died 
And that He died for me. 

Do you believe that? Paul said that our Lord "was delivered 
for our offenoes, and was raised again for our justification. 
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. 4: 25b; 5: 1 ) . 

Finally: 

IV. THE CONFIRMATION OF THE COVENANT. 

Who went between the pieoes of the saorifioes? 

If both the Lord and Abram had a part, then both should have 
gone betweeJI the pieces laid out on the ground. But only 
� � �  
What does this mean? 

II means � the fulfillment .2! the promises resulted solely 
upon the � -- .!a !!2 � upon Abram! 

Is this not the meaning ot: Phil. 1 : 6  -- "Being oonfident ot: 
this very thing that • • •  "? 

Conol: Do you see where your assuranoe oomes from' 

It oomes t:rom: the oharacter ot: the. Lord. 
the Word ot: God. 
the sacrit:ioe ot: Christ. 
the fact that salvation is a divine work, 
not a human work, nor a divine and human 
work. It is a divine work alone ! 

Assuranoe does not oome from what you have done, but t:rom God! 
Dwell on these truths, and your heart will be strengthened so 
that you will never t:all. 
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THE SIN OF IMPATIENCE 
Genesis 1 6  

Intro: Not many of the Lord ' s  people look upon impatience as a 
sin. However, when you begin to note the passages which 

deal with waiting � God and waiting for God, you can see that 
failure to do so is disobedience ,  and all disobedience is �. 

In chapter 12 ,  we saw the impatience of Abram; here we have the 
impatience of Sarai. Ch. 1 6  1! .!  carryover from ch • .1£. It was 

in Egypt that they got Hagar. 
There seem to be many more possibilities that we will run ahead 
of the Lord than that we will lag behind. 

When we run ahead of the Lord we not only complicate things for 
ourselves ,  but others suffer because of it too. 

I .  THE NATURE OF SARAI ' S  IMPATIENCE (Gen. 1 6: 1 -4) . 

Although the promises to Abram had not specifically mentioned 
Sarai as yet, she did have two things that could have helped 
her: 
1 )  The Lord gave Adam only one wife -- thus setting the 

pattern for all marriages. 
2) In chapter 1 5  the Lord had warned Abram about thinking 

in terms of the ways of men (i . e . ,  with respect to 
Eliezer) . 

II. THE IMMEDIATE HESULTS (Gen. 1 6: 4b-6) . 

A. Hagar despises Sarai . Hagar was no model person. 

B.  Trouble between Abram and Sarai. 

C .  Sarai ' s  harsh treatment of Hagar. 

The result of this was that Hagar left. 

Note: The remainder of the chapter shows how the purposes of God 
are to be seen even in times of man ' s  disobedience .  Hagar 
was quite evidently one of God ' s  chosen ones, and she had 
been brought into Abram' s home for that purpose . But 
what is going to happen to her now that Sarai has driven 
her away? 

III. DIVINE INTERVENTION (Gen. 1 6: 7-1 2 ) .  

Where was Hagar going? Back to Egypt. 

Who went after her? Abram? No. Sarai? No. "The 
the Lord"? Yes! Who was he = an ordinaXY" angel? 
was obviously a member of the Godhead. See v. 1 3. 

angel of 
No. He 
Which 
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Person was He? See John 1 :  1 8 .  11 has to be the Lord Jesus 
Christ , the � .2! God! 

What an important lesson this is for usl 

2
1 ) It shows that the Lord is greater than our sins. 

) It shows that the Lord can, and often does, deal with 
people directly, completely independent of His own people 
-- and in spite of them. 

What happened? 

A. He "found her" (v. 7) -- and this was without any prayer 
on Hagar ' s  part or Sarai ' s part or Abram' s part. 

This should remind us of another woman whom the Lord 
found at a well. Cf. John 4. 

B. He knew her & � (v. 8a) . 

Cf. John 1 0 : 3b, 
" • • • and He calleth His own sheep & �, and 
leadeth them out . "  

Also John 10: 27 ,  
"My sheep hear my voice ,  and I know them, and they 
follow me. "  

And Isa. 43: 1 ,  
"But now thus saith the Lord that created thee , 0 
Jacob, and he that formed thee, 0 Israel, Fear not: 
for I have redeemed thee , I have called thee by thy 
name; thou art mine . "  

This surely must have amazed Hagar. 

C .  He began to probe into her conscience (v. 8b) . 

Here we have 2 questions, and Hagar' s answer to one of 
them. 

She, too, was impatience, running ahead of the Lord even 
though at this point she probably did not know Him in 
saving faith. 

D. He told her what to do (v. 9) . 

How different it is wham the Lord speaks directly to �! 

With all of the problems, there was no better place for 
Hagar to be. Obviously she must have seen the difference 
in Abram and Sarai ' B home. 

But that would have been impossible for her to do if the Lord 
had not also told her • • • 



�eneS1S I b  \ ' )  

E. He told her what HE would do (vv. 1 0-1 2 ) .  

Our obedience to the Lord would be impossible without 
His promises to us. 

IV. HAGAR' S  RESPONSE (Gen. 1 6: 1 3, 1 4 ) .  

There are three things here: 

A. The Name she gave to the Lord (v. 1 3a). 

B. The question she asked - - in wonder, hardly able to be
lieve what had happened to her (v. 1 3b) .  

There are many ideas that oan be seen in this question, 
but one is brought out by the Hebrew -- "as if she knew 
that she had not fully seen the Lord" (Spurgeon, Vol. 31, 
p. 623 ) ,  but that her eyes had been opened to the glory 
which she would never be able to exhaust !  

C .  The testimony that she left (v. 14 ) .  

Note the ·
·
·two · 

her heart: 
things about God that had been written upon 

�� That God was a living God. 
That He is a God who sees us -- i.e. , that He knows us, 
knows where we are, knows are needs, and has the answer I 

V. HAGAR' S  RESTORATION AND RECONCILIATION (Gen. 1 6: 1 5 ,  1 6) .  

How simple it seems I 

Conclu: What a tremendous example we have of: 
The sovereignty of God. 
The unchanging purposes of God with respect to 
individual people. Here is an OT example of salva
tion for a Gentile -- by God' s grace. 
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THE UNBELIEF OF ABRAHAM 
Genesis 17 :  9-27 

Scripture reading: Genesis 1 7 : 1 5-22. 
Intro: One of the paradoxes of Christian experience is that 

while a Christian is a person who believes God, yet much 
of his life is characterized by unbelief. He believes and at 
the same time hs doss not believe. He believes God for salva
tion, but he has difficulty in believing God concerning the 
situations and trials that he faces every day. 

This is illustrated by the man who cams to the Lord when He came 
down from the mount of transfiguration. He had a son who had 
been demon possessed since his childhood. No one had been able 
to help the son -- not even the disciples! And so when the Lord 
said to him, 

"If thou canst believe , all things are possible to him 
that believeth" (Mark 9:23) ,  

he responded by saying, 
"Lord, I believe ; help thou mine unbelief" (Mark 9:24) .  

This is  true of Abraham. 

While Hebrews 1 1 :8 tells us that "by faith Abraham, when he was 
called • • •  went out , "  and the following verse says that "by 
faith he sojourned in the land of promise , "  yet when we turn to 
the Genesis record we really see more of his unbelief than we do 
of his believing. 

And the same is true of us today! 

If I were to ask many of you today, 
Do you believein the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour? 
Do you believe that He has forgiven your sins? 
Do you believe that the Bible is the Word of God? 
Do you believe that someday you will be in heaven? 
Do you believe in the coming of the Lord? 

you would answer with a resounding, YES ! 
But -- if I were to ask you if you believe that the Lord can 
take care of that ,problem you are facing today, you might say, 

Well, I think so, or 
I hope so, or possibly you might even say, 
I don't  know! 

What you are saying is that"I believe God concerning the big 
things that have to do with my eternal salvation, but I have 
some doubts about the things I face every day! "  

Abraham would know exactly how you reel. 

Let us examine his life at this point in Genesis 1 7  to see 3 
things: 



(1 ) 
(2)  

Why he felt this way. 

Gen. 1 7 : 9-27 t 2 ) 

The proof we have that he was having difficulty believing 
God. 

(3)  God' s  answer for his unbelief. 

1 .  WHY DID AJ3RAHAM HAVE TROU13LE BELIEVING GOD? 

There certainly is more than one answer to this question, 
but there is one specific answer given here in Gen. 17  -
and we have touched on it before. 

It is this: THE LONG TIME THAT AJ3RAHAM HAD BEEN WAITING 
TWENTY FOUR YEARS! 

This was the problem with the man spoken of in Mark 9. 
Their hopes had been built up time and time again, only to 
be dashed in disappointment. And they had both come to the 
place where they hated to go through that disappointment 
again. 

Perhaps it is even in reverse from Abraham' s case -- possibly 
you have been praying that something would not happen, and 
it has happened -- and so now you are in the Slough of Des
pond! 

Note how Gen. 17  begins: 
"And when Abram was ninety years old and nine " • • • 

The longer we have to wait for God the more difficulty we 
are going to have in waiting upon God! 

II. WHAT PROOF DO WE HAVE THAT AJ3RAHAM WAS HAVING TROUJl1E? 

I see two things in the chapter which show that he was in 
trouble spiritually: 
1 ) What was going on in his heart . 
2) The way he was now praying. 

A. What was going on in his heart? 

See v. 17 ,  and note those words, ";!E; his heart" ! 

Notice that his outward behavior was fine ("Abraham fell 
upon his face" ) , but all of the time he was talking to 
himself! 

Sarah does the same in Gen. 18 : 1 2 when this same news 
was given to her. 

And maybe the ve7;Y same thing is going on in your heart 
this morning. Outwardly everything seems fine, but in-

" 



Genesis 1 7 : 9-27 (3)  

wardly you are having trouble with your faith! You are 
saying things to yourself that you really wouldn ' t  want 
anyone else to hear! Is that the way it is? 

And then look at Abraham' s  prayer. 

B. His prayer. See v. 18 .  

"0  that Ishmael might live before thee. "  

Note the connection between this and the Lord ' s  word to 
Abraham in v. 1 ,  "Walk before me" !  

What had happened? 

Abraham' s disoouragement had turned his hopes in another 
direotion entirely so that he was now even praying oon
trary to the will of God. 

Sometimes people get so discouraged that they quit pray
ing altogether! Is that where you are? 

Now we are ready to ask, 

III. WHAT IS THE SOLUTION FOR ABRAHAM' S  UNBELIEF? 

You will probably be amazed when I give you the answer -
and yet it is the prominent theme in vv. 9-14 and vv. 23-27. 

The answer for Abraham' s  unbelief was to be found in oiroum
oision! 

For us it is not in the physioal act (because the NT makes 
it clear that this is no longer required) , but it is in the 
spiritual signifioanoe of the act as we have the teaching 
in the or and the New. 

Let me mention 4 things whioh have their applioation even for 
us today: 

A. First, oiroumolslon was "a token," 1 .  e. , .! �. See 
v. 1 1b: 

" . . • and it shall be a token of the oovenant be-
twixt me and you." 

It was a sign like the rainbow was a sign -- not some
thing which Abraham had to do in order to seoure the 
promises of God, but a sign in his flesh of the fact that 
God would be faithful to His promises. 

In other words, this harmonizes with the first thing that 
the Lord said to Abraham in this ohapter: "I am the Al-
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mighty God • •  
" 

Circumcision was to be a God-given means of causing the 
people to think about the faithfulness of God. Instead, 
it became to the people a work that they did to be added 
to what God would do. And there is no peace in that 
kind of a thing! 

It was a sign to many: 
1 Originally to the parents. 
2 Eventually to the circumcised son. 
3 Later to the son' s wife. 
4 still later to the son ' s  children. 
5 Generation after generation for the whole nation. 

The Lord may wait. He may do something very different 
from what I want Him to do or expect Him to do. BUT ONE 
THING IS SURE: GOD WILL ALWAYS STAND BEHIND HIS WORD! 

B. Secondly, circumcision was � � 2f  ownership -- that 
these were people who belonged to the Lord. 

The Lord did not command Abraham to circumcise the 
Canaanites, but He did command him to circumcise every
one who had become identified with him -- whether by 
birth, or by purchase ! 

It illustrates the truth of 1 Cor. 6: 1 9 ,  20. 

C. Thirdly, circumcision pictures separation from dependence 
upon the flesh. 

Such separation calls for humility and it leads to holi

!!2.!!. 

Such is the teaching of Deut . 1 0: 1 6  where the people were 
told even in the OT day to circumcise their hearts "and 
be no more stiffnecked." 

The NT teaching i s  found in Col. 2: 1 1  -- and note that 
circumcision is not something that we have to do; it has 
already been done spiritually: 

"In whom (Christ) ye are circumcised with the circum
cision made without hands , in putting off the body 
of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ. "  

Paul gives the same teaching in Phil. 3 : 3 ,  
"For we are the circumcision, which worship God in 
the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus , � � �  
confidence in the fleSh. " 

D. Finally, circumcision pictures obedience. 
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This is what it meant to keet God' s  covenant (v. 9) as 
contrasted with breaking it v. 14 ) .  
We see this in Lev. 26: 1 4-16a, 

"But if ye will not hearken unto me , and will not do 
all these commandments ;  And if ye shall despise my 
statutes, or if your soul abhor my judgments ,  so 
that ye will not do all my commandments ,  but that 
� break � covenant : I also will do thi�� 
you • • • 

" 

And since our obedience is an expression of our love , 
the Lord said to the children of Israel on the promised 
land through his servant, Moses, 

"And the Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart , 
and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul , that 
thou mayest live. "  

Thus, � in .2 OT circumcision represented not what 
.2 people � doing !E.I. .2.�, .ll:!1J. � .2 Lord 
� doing !E.I. �, � !!2i  � He .!!!!! done outwardly, 
.ll:!1J. � 1!! had done inwardly. 

One of the distinguishing marks of a child of God is His 
obedience to the Word of God. 

What does it mean as far as your faith is concerned? 
It means that in times of discouragement and need, we 
must always give the greatest possible priority to our 
obedience to the Lord. 

Concl: And so we have God' s  answer to Abraham' s  unbelief as 
seen in circumcision: 

1 )  He needed to get his �yes on the Lord -- and to remember His 
faithfulness to His promises. 

2) He needed to remember that He was not his own but that he 
belonged to the Lord. The Lord has the right to do what He 
wishes with that whioh is His own. 

3) He needed to see that the delay WaS for 'tne purpose of deli
vering him from his own fleshly sinful efforts. 

4) He needed to learn the importance of continuing to walk in 
obedience to God ' s  Word while he was waiting for God to meet 
his needs. 

Let us take Abraham's lesson as for ourselves. That is why it 
is written in Gen. 1 7 1  
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THREE VISITORS FROM HEAVEN 
Genesis 18 : 1-15  

Intro: Chapters 1 8  and 19  go together because the account of 
the destruction of Sodom begins in chapter 1 8  and is 

concluded in chapter 1 9. 

This is important to know when we seek to identify the "three 
men" who are mentioned in v. 2 of our text. The following 
verses show that they were THREE VISITORS FROM HEAVEN, but • • • 

I .  WHO WERE THEY? 

The first part of the answer is given in v. 1 :  "And the 
Lord appeared unto him (i .e . , Abraham) in the plains of 
Mamre, "  or "by the oaks of Mamre" (NASB) . "".5 Wa .. � -\te.i>ro,," ""'dS} 
But this is probably a parenthesis -- for the information of 
the reader, but a fact not yet known to Abraham. 

And so one of the visitors was the Lord! 

According to John 1 : 18,  this had to be God, the Son -- the 
Lord Jesus Christ in a kind of a preview of the Incarnation! 

But who were the other two? 

See 18:22 and 1 9: 1 .  They � � angelsl 

What an amazing thing this is!  It certainly indicates that 
their mission must be tremendously important. 

Secondly, note • • •  

II. THEIR UNEXPECTED ARRIVAL . See v. 2a. 

The Lord hardly ever let men know that He was coming to them. 
Cf. Moses at the burning bush, and Samuel in the temple. 

And the same is true in His special times of visitation with 
us -- not a physical appearance, but real nevertheless! 

How were they received? Do you suppose they felt like you do if 
company unexpectedly arrives on your front porch? How did Sarah 
feel? 

III. ABRAHAM' S  GRACIOUS HOSPITALITY (Gen. 18: 2b-8) . 

To indicate that Abraham did not know yet who they were, we 
have Adonai (which means, Master) instead of Jehovah which 
is used in v. 1 .  
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The term Adonai + "thy servant" later in v. 3 indicate 
Abraham' s humility. 

Notice his insistence that they stay to eat. And then � 
speed with which he orders the preparation of the food. 
Note his generosity! AND MOST OF ALL HIS RECOGNITION OF 
DIVINE PROVIDENCE I See v. 5. 
The lesson here is so important that it is referred to in 
the NT in Heb. 1 3 :2 ,  

"Be not forgetful to  entertain strangers: for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares."  

The NASB reads, "without knowing it. "  

Think of it -- having the Lord and two angels suddenly show 
up for dinner! Don't  you know how thankful Abraham was 
later when he learned that it was the Lord? Do you look 
forward to having guests in your home? Do you serve them 
the best? If you knew that the Lord was coming, what would 
you serve Him? 

While the Lord may not come Himself, it is very likely and 
often is the case that those unexpected visitors are messen
gers of special blessing from the Lord! 

But let us move on. Next we want to consider 

IV. THE REASON FOR THEIR VISIT. 

• • • 

It turned out to be twofold, but we are concerned at the 
moment with just one of them. It is to be .een in the ques
tion which "they" asked, "Where is Sarah thy wife?" 

The angels were interested in this too. (,t, I � ... t:., 1',1",);>, 

And Abraham answers. See v. 9. That probably meant not only 
that she is close enough to hear, but also that she is lis
tening! 

But, why Sarah? 

Here again we must go to the NT to see what ultimately hap
pened to Sarah. See Heb. 1 1 : 1 1 ,  

"Through faith also Sara herself received strength to 
conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she 
was past age , because she judged him faithful who had 
promised."  

Spiri tually Sarah was not as far ahead as Abraham. And there 
definitely was a relationship between Sarah' s  faith and the 
birth of Isaac. Therefore, the Lord Himself comes with two 
angels for the specific purp� of strengthening Sarahfs

--

faith. 
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This teaches us that the delays we face are to 
our faith, not to destroy it t because "without 
impossible • • . " (Heb. 1 1 :  6 ) .  

strengthen 
faith it is 

God sometimes work when "we believe not" (2 Tim. 2: 1 3) ,  but 
His best and greatest blessings always come when we believe. 

Do you suppose the Lord is saying this morning, "Where is 
�� ____ �" -- with your name in there instead of Sarah' s? 
Note carefully how the Lord spoke about her and to her. 

v. THE LORD ' S  WAY OF DEALING WITH SARAH (Gen. 18 : 10- 15 ) .  

A. First, He gives her His Word. See v. 10, and on to v. 
12 .  

Note each detail of God ' s  Word in v. 

:
1

3

j Who is going to do what needs to 
What He will do. 
When He will do it. 
What will be the result. 

10a: 
be done . 

Did she believe the Lord (and it must have been at this 
point in v. 1 0  when Abraham learned that it was the 
Lord -- as He said, "I will • • •  " )? 

No, she did notl 

Why? Because she had two problems: 
1 )  She had always been barren; she had never had a 

child. 
2) Now she was too old to have a child. 

So we see from this that : 

2
1 )  The Word does always do its work immediately. 

) The Word often throws us into turmoil when we con
trast the Word of God with the reality of our circ� 
stances ! 

Every child of God has to learn as that dear Puritan, 
Thomas Manton, once wrote , 

"God is not tied to the order of second causes, 
much less to the road of common probabilities; he 
will turn nature upside down rather than not be 
as good as his word. • • therefore if God hath said 
it, it shall come to pass, though heaven and earth 
be blended together in confusion. If God' s hands 
were tied, we might startle at a difficulty; but 
because nothing is too hard to providence, nothing 
is out of order to faith, therefore no difficulty 
can stand in the way of faith and providence" 
(Vol . 1 4, p. 278) .  
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And so what did the Lord do next? 

B. He revealed to Sarah some things concerning Himself. 
See vv. 1 3-15. 

Note: In ministering to her faith, the Lord uses His 
Word and Himself. 

This raises the question�Where does faith come from? 
Let F. B. Meyer answer it for us: 

"You ask how to obtain this faith. Remember that 
faith is the receptive attitude of the soul, be
gotten and maintained .l?z the grace of Q2£. christ 
i! .:!:!:!! Author and Finisher of faith; not only in 
l!!! abstract, � .:!:£  the personal experience of the 
.!!2&. Faith is the gift 2! Q2£. If, then, you 
would receive it, put your will on the side of 
Christ; not a passing wish, but the whole will of 
your being: will to believe patiently, persistent
ly, yearningly; 1!! your eyes be .!!!!!: toward .:!:!:!! 
�; study .:!:!:!! promises of God; consider .:!:!:!! nature 
of God; be prepared to be rid of everything that 
grieves His Holy Spirit; and it is as certain as the 
truth 2! Christ, 1!l!i you will have"begotten and -::
maintained .:!:£ YOU .:!:!:!! faith that .2!!:!! !!!2!!!. mountains, 
� ... .l!BI! � impossibilities:"lAbraham, pp. 1 1 9,  
1 20) . (The italics .are mine. ) 

What did the Lord show Sarah about Himself? 

1 .  His omniscience (v. 1 3 ) .  Cf. Psa. 1 39; Heb. 4: 1 3. 

2. His omnipotence (v. 14a) . God's  promises often seem 
absurd until you remember God! 

3. His unchanging faithfulness (v. 1 4b) . 

What is this? It is a repetition of v. 10.  Didn ' t  
Sarah' s  unbelief change God, and His will , and cause 
Him to forget about her? ABSOLUTELY NOT! 

What do the repetition of His promises mean? Joseph 
could tell us -- as he told Pharaoh. See Gen. 41 1 
28, 32 -- especially v. 32, 

"And for that the dream was doubled unto 
Pharaoh twice ;  it is because the thing is 
established .l?z Q2£, � � .!:!l11. shortly bring 
it to pass."  

Concl: Did God succeed with Sarah? Read again Heb. 1 1 : 1 1 .  
And remember the confidence of Paul regarding the 

Philippians in Phil. 1 : 6. God is not only working for us, but 
in us -- and He cannot and will not fail ! 
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ABRAHAM, THE INTERCESSOR 
Genesis 18: 1 6-33 

Intro: In chapter 18  Abraham is unexpectedly visited by the 
Lord and two angels. 

They have two reasons for coming to Abraham -- the first is 
given in the first part of chapter 1 8 ;  the second; in the latter 
part. 

-

The first has to do with Sarah; the second has to do with Sodom. 

The first speaks of blessing; the second, of judgment. 

How wonderful to see Abraham in this role -- as an intercessor! 
We have seen him in others, but there can be none greater than 
this. 

We have three things in this passage: 
I .  Why Abraham could be an intercessor -- or, a look at THE 

PURPOSE OF GOD (XX. 1 6-1 9 ) .  
II. Why Abraham neede�o be an intercessor -- or, a look into 

THE REVELATION OF GOD (vv. 20-22) .  
III. How Abraham prayed -- persistently, humbly, knowingly 

(vv. 23-33) .  

I .  WHY ABRAHAM COULD BE AN INTERCESSOR, or, THE PURPOSE OF GOD 
(Gen. 1 8: 1 6-1 9) . 

On two things we need to be clear: 
1
2
) The apparent uncertainty of God in vv. 1 6-19. 
) The apparent ignorance of God -- in vv. 20-22. 

Both of these are ways in which the Lord accommodates him
self to man. 

The Lord is not in a dilemma here. The point is more, How 
can I hide from Abraham what I am doing in view of the pur
pose that I have in calling him? 

In the second part (vv. 20-22) ,  God intends that we see evi
dence of His righteosness in judgment. 

But to go back to vv. 1 6-1 9 • • •  

v. 
in 

�� 
Cf. 

18 gives us what had from the beginning been God ' s  purpose 
calling Abraham -- twofold: 

"Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation. "  
"All the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him. " 
Gen. 1 2 1 1 -3. 

But how would that be accomplished? See v. 1 9  and note again 
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that we must always begin with God! "For I know him" -- a 
special use of the word, "know," meaning, I have chosen him. 
Cf. Amos 3: 2a, "You only have I known of all""'t:he' families 
of the earth. " Also, Hosea 1 3: 4, "Yet I am the Lord thy 
God from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but 
me: for there is no saviour beside me. "  

--

God had chosen Abraham that ultimately all of the nations of 
the earth would be blessed in him. But how would that come 
about? 

Note the relationships in vv. 18,  1 9: 

!l 
Abraham. 
His children. 
His household after him. 
They would become a mighty nation. 
Then the ultimate goal : "and all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed in him."  

What a message for fathers! To command their children in 
the Word of God and in the ways of the Lord -- that they 
might keep them. 

And what in particular was the message here? 

That judgments come from God. They are not accidental. And 
they come upon God because of man' s  sin, i. e. , the things 
that men do which displease and dishonor God! 

Are we teaching our children this, fathers? 

There can be no blessing without this. The nations will not 
learn salvation if we ignore this in our homes, families, 
and so on. 

But let us go on to • • • 

II. WHY ABRAHAM NEEDED TO BE AN INTERCESSOR, or, THE REVELATION 
OF GOD (Gen. 1 8 : 20-22) . 

Notice the tragic, the pathetic expression, "the cry" -- in 
both vv. 20, 21 . Cf. Gen. 4: 1 0  where the Lord, speaking to 
Cain about the death of Abel says, "The voice of thy brother's 
blood crieth 1ll1to me from the gro1ll1d. " 

The Lord knew what was going on in Sodom (just like he knows 
what is going on in Portland) , but, so Abraham would know, 
and so we would know, that He is not hasty, impetuous, 1ll1-
just, in His judgments, we have this amazing story of the 
Lord doing two things: 
1 )  Coming down to the earth to investigate personally the 

situation. 
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2 )  Bringing two angels t o  confirm that the judgment was 
just. 

What amazing condescension on the Lord' s part ! 

But now to the prayer so we can see • 

III. HOW HE PRAYED (Gen. 18 : 23-33) . 

• • 

The first thing that impresses us about his prayer is that: 

A. He prayed persistently. 

We could say that he prayed importunately. 

He presents 6 petitions to the Lord -- as his faith was 
being strengthened. He went from 50 vv. 24-26) 

to 45 vv. 27, 28) 
to 40 v. 29 1 \-lo-tc:. , Ptb'f,,"har<\s l'e<:..O!." ;-l:io,," 

�+ ""'''' .. ,.t"t.� ... i\ ' �"'� 
\ "�I ..... "c. ... eX SiY'l · 

c..� .  Co /)01 �i '"' , Gr .. "U;\� \ �f. 4-'10.4-'\1.  

to 30 v .  30 
to 20 v. 31 
to 10 v. 32 • 

Why he did not go farther, we do not know. But what we 
do know is that there was only one hope from Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and that was for someone to pray for them. 
And it must be that this persistent , intense, form of 
prayer was pleasing to the Lord because it is not only 
here in the Bible, but as Abraham prayed, God answered. 

Was Abraham' s  chief concern for Lot? 

B. He prayed humbly. 

You can always tell how much a man knows about the Lord 
by the way he talks to Him. 

Note vv. 27, 30, 31 , 32. II .Du...5..t:. .a...�d 2,..?h.e....s . 
" 

Would you think that Abraham had self worth? 

Oh, how we need to remember that the Lord is God, and 
that it is a miracle of His grace that He has made it 
possible for us to approach Him in prayer! 

Pray! Pray always ! Pray persistently! But pray humbly! 

One more thing: 

c .  He prayed knowingly. 

Knowing what? Know that the Lord was "the Judge of all 
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earth, " and that He would "do right" !  

As John Calvin once wrote: 

Let 
1 ) 

n 

"He reasons from the nature of God, that it is im
possible for Him to intend anything unjust • • • 
So, whenever different temptations contend within 
our minds, and some appearance of contradicttion 
presents itself in the works of God, only let our 
persuasion of His justice remain fixed, and we shall 
pour into His bosom the difficulties which torment 
us, in order that he may loosen the knots which we 
cannot untie. • • He can no more be drawn aside 
from equity, than he can deny himself to be God" 
(Genesis, p. 489) . 

us remember --
That God designs our circumstances so that we will 
pr�. 
He hears our pr�ers, and answers them. 
He is alw�s right •• us in what He does. 
His purposes will never be set aside, but they come 
right down to the basic things of the w� we live, 
and the things that we are teaching our children. 
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A CITY THAT CRIED 
Genesis 1 9  

Intro: Abraham and Lot lived about 20 centuries before Christ. 
We are living 20 centuries after Christ. Thus, approxi

mately 4,000 years separates us from Abraham' s  day. 

However, times have not changed much. 

Chapters 1 8  and 1 9  of Genesis teach us that SIN was the problem 
in that day, and SIN has continued to be the main problem of man 
down to the present hour -- and it will continue to be until the 
Lord sets up the new heaven and the new earth. 

Genesis 1 9  is not an easy chapter to read -- and it certainly is 
not an easy chapter to teach. The reason is that here we see 
humanity living on the lowest possible level (according to Rom. 
1 )  -- where men and even women had gone beyond the desecration 
of the marriage relationship (which is adultery and fornication) 
into the complete perversion of that relationship -- the sin 
which carries the name of Sodom down to the present hour. 

And let us be clear on this one point: It is still sin! Sin is 
not determined by society, but by God. Our courts do not have 
the right to determine right and wrong. That is always deter
mined by God. And, since God never changes, neither does the 
nature of sin change. 

As preparation for this chapter, let us see from Rom. 1 that 
sodomy, or homosexual behavior, is the result of other sins, 
and thus comes on a society as a judgment from God. And, in 
turn, this brings a rash of other sins of the most serious 
nature. � is !!:ll. � Y!!EL clear 1£ Rom. 1 .  
(Read Rom. 1 : 20-32 -- and note carefully that it all begins with 
the rejection of God Himself. ) 
Let us examine the case a little more carefully as far as Sodom 
is concerned • • • 

From the words of the Lord Jesus in Luke 1 7  where He was des
cribing the last �, after refe=ing to Noah (and remember 
that the Lord destroyed that whole generation) He spoke of Lot ' s  
day in these words, 

"It was the same as happened in the days of Lot: they were 
eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they were 
selling, they were planting, they were building; but on the 
day that Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire and brim
stone from heaven and destroyed them all" (Luke 1 7 : 28, 29) .  

Ezekiel tells us more: 
"Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and 
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her daughters had arrogance ,  abundant food, and careless 
ease, but she did not help the poor and needy" (Exek. 1 6: 49). 

When you put all of this together it seems that you come to an 
exact picture of the very thing that is taking place todaJ" in 
America! We reject God and His Word, 

are proud, 
live for pleasure and for money, 
want all of the leisure time we can get, 
have an abundance of food, 
go on buying and selling, planting and building, 

eating and drinking, as though this waJ" of life were 
to continue forever! 

One of the most solemn words the Lord Jesus Christ ever uttered 
was, "Remember Lot ' s  wife" ( 1 7 : 32) 1  

So -- what we have in Genesis 1 9  is  a result, the consequences 
of man' s  godlessness, a judgment from God intended to bring a 
city to repentance -- just as todaJ" our problems are obviously 
designed for the same purpose ! 

What were the results? 

1 .  FOR SODOM. 

* We have the main outcome given in ch. 18  as well as in ch. 
1 9  -- it was .!!; .£!Z, � outCry! 

What does this indicate? 

It speaks of pain, of agony, of the greatest kind of distress 
and despair, of utter misery. See Gen. 18 :20, 21 ; 1 9: 1 2. 1 3. 

* But this was not all • • • 

The first part of ch. 1 9  indicates that there was .!!; refusal 
.:!:2. give .!!£ their sin. 

May I state it another way? They were unable to give it up. 
They were in bondage to it. It held them captive. The situ
ation was going to get worse and worse until judgment finally 
would ,be measured out by God! 

* And then look at v. 1 4  • • • 

No one wanted to believe, or would believe, that God would 
do anything about it . See Gen. 1 9: 14. When Lot talked to 
his future sons-in-law they thought it was all .!!; big joke ! 

How many people do you know to� who are even considering 
the possibility that GOD would do anything about our times? 
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II.  FOR LOT. 

What a tragic story his is! 

Peter tells us (2 Pet. 2 :7 ,  8) that while Lot was living in 
Sodom he was "oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprinci
pled men, and that he "felt his righteous soul tormented day 
after day with their lawless deeds. "  

Here i s  a man who started out by pitching his tent toward 
Sodom (Gen. 1 3: 1 2 ) .  

Next we find him living in Sodom (Gen. 1 4 : 1 2 ) .  

Once he was delivered from the Sodomites, but he went back 
to live with them (Gen. 14) .  

Finally he even became a city official -- he was sitting in 
the gate when the angels came (Gen. 1 9: 1 ) ,  and the men 
rebelled when he sought to act as a judge (Gen. 1 9 : 9 ) .  

And most tragic of all is  what happened to his wife, and 
what happened to his daughters at the end of chapter 1 9. We 
are not even told how long Lot lived, where he died, or when. 

Here was a man of God whose life was characterized by com
promise, and who evidently thought that he was going to be 
able to clean up the world! 

What a picture of the Church today! 

III. FOR GOD. 

Are you not amazed at His patience -- toward Sodom, toward 
Lot? 

And perhaps the most touching an encouraging statement in 
the chapter is what we find in v. 29 -- "God remembered 
Abraham." This takes us back to Abraham' s prayer in Gen. 
18.  He had not talked to the Lord about what the Lord would 
do if LOT were the only righteous person in the city -- which 
turned-OUt to be the case! 

How precious the people of God are to the Lord Himself! He 
could not destroy the city of Sodom until Lot was out of 
there ! � � big reason for this !!!!:!!. because Abraham � 
prayed!  

Concl: What should this mean to us? 

Let me mention three things: 

First: We must never allow the world to change our attitude to-
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ward sin. There can be no compromise. We are to be guided by 
the Word of God, and we must live in obedience to that Word -

REGARDLESS! 

Second: Let us have no doubts about the certainty of divine 
judgment. It is coming! We are living in a world that is doom
ed, marked out for judgment. Only in the Lord is there any hope 
at all .  

Third, and finally: 
you who are parents, 
and children. 

Look at Gen. 1 9 : 1 2  -- especially those of 
or grandparents. But even yOU young people 

What about your family? Your children, your sons-in-law, your 
daughters-in-law, your brothers, your sisters, your parents, 
your grandparents -- � they saved? Have you ever talked to 
them about salvation, about the Lord? Are you just depending 
upon the fact that they have been raised in SUnd� School , have 
gone to church, have been in a Christian home, perhaps have even 
gone to a Christian school. All of that is good, but none of 
that by itself will make a person a child of God. Only through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ can anyone escape the judgment 
to come! May the Lord write these words upon our hearts until 
we can never forget them: 

"Hast thou here any besides?" 

And what about you? 

Wherever we stand this .morning, � the Lord enable us to see 
things as they really are, in our own hearts, in the lives of 
our loved ones, and in the world -- that we may be giving our
selves to live in God ' s  w� and to do His will in these days 
when the world is hastening on to the final judgment ! 
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AN OLD PROBLEM IN A NEW PLACE 
Genesis 20 

Intro: After what John Calvin calls a digression (the destruc
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah) ,  in ch. 20 we are back in 

the main stream of the book of Genesis. 

It is like re-reading Gen. 1 2  all over again. 

In Gen. 12 ,  Abraham was in Egypt; here, in Gerar -- the country 
of the Philistines. 

But the problem has to do with Sarah in both cases. 

Ch. 1 2  records events which took place about 24 years before the 
events of ch. 20. And, when you read Gen. 20: 1 3, you can see 
that Abraham's problem in this area was of longer standing than 
even the days when he went down to Egypt -- perhaps 30 years or 
even more ! � � trouble trusting the Lord for his � person
al safety! And the tragedy of i! all � that he � willing to 
.jeopardize .2 safety fl!. Sarah in order to protect himself!  But 
� about � later. 

Let us get the story fresh in our minds. (Read the chapter. ) 

I.  THE OUTLINE OF GENESIS 20. 

I. 

II. 
nI. 
IV. 
V. 

Abraham' s  wisdom (vv. 1 ,  2 ) .  Note that the Lord is 
not mentioned in these two verses. 
God ' s  Intervention with Abiaelech (vv. 3-8) .  
Abraham' s  Explanation to  Abimelech (vv. 9-1 3 ) .  
Sarah ' s  Restoration (vv. 1 4-1 6 ) .  
Abimelech' s  Healing (vv. 1 7 ,  1 8 ) .  

I I .  SPECIAL LESSONS. 

A. "We are never safe so long as we are in this world" 
(F. B. Meyer in Abraham, p. 1 50) .  

We are never safe from ourselves -- our own foolishness, 
our own actions, nor from the threats which we face from 
circumstances involving ungodly men. 

B. The sovereignty of God: "But God came 

What was the main issue? 

. "  (v. 2>). 

Was it Sarah' s  protection? That was involved. But 
there was something even greater here. It was the 
design of God to prevent any disturbance in His saving 
purpose -- the birth of the promised son of Sarah, 
leading ultimately to Christ. 
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How often we face some great threat to  our faith just 
before we are to experience some great blessing from 
the Lord ! 

C .  The restraining hand of God (v. 6 ) .  

Abimelech had not sinned with Sarah, but he did not 
really know �! 

This is one of the great truths about the Lord that we 
find all through the Word of God. 

Matthew Henry (Vol. I ,  p. 1 28 ) :  
"Note, ( 1 . )  There is  a great deal of sin devi sed and 
designed that is never executed. As bad as things are 
in the world, they are not so bad as the devil and 
wicked men would have them. (2. ) It is God that re
strains men from doing the ill they would do. , It is 
not from him that there is sin, but it is from him 
that there is not more sin, either by his influence 
upon' men' s  minds, checking their inclination to sin, 
or by his providence, taking away the opportunity to 
sin. (3. ) It is a great mercy to be hindered from 
committing sin; of this God must have the glory, 
whoever is the instrument, 1 Sam. xxv. 32, 33" --

which tells how Abigail hindered David from taking 
vengeance upon Nabal. 

D. Abraham' s  failure -- when he was almost 1 00 years old! 

Sometimes the people who have been under the Word the 
longest show the greatest lack of spiritual maturity. 

Abraham failed: 
( 1  ) As .! husband. Would any of you ladies like to have 

Abraham as your husband, and would you want one 
like him? 

(2)  As a man of God. 
Child of God! 

Or, we could simply say, .!! .! 

And why did he fail as a man of God? 
Because he was man-centered in his ways. See v. 

1 1 .  � .!!!!!. looking at God through � instead of 
looking at � thrOugh God. 

(3)  As a witness to  Abimelech. 
-A-study of the names of God used in this chapter 
is very interesting. There are four: 
(a) The simple Elohim in vv. 3, 1 1 ,  1 3, 1 7 .  This 

means Deity generally (K & D, I ,  239) .  
(b) Elohim with the definite article: 0 ,  ;:,,<7 � 0 . 

This is "the personal and true God" (K & D, I,  
240).  See vv. 6, 17 .  
Adonai in v. 4. 
Jehovah, but not until v. 18 .  
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Abraham's  failure as a witness is best seen in v. 
1 3  where he seems to be accommodating himself to 
that which he thought would be acceptable to 
Abimelech -- the simple Elohim, which Abimelech 
could have accepted as �. 

K & D say (I, p. 240) :  
"On the subject of his emigration, he expressed 
himself indefinitely and with reserve, accom
modating himself to the polytheiistic stand
point of the Philistine king: ' when God (or 
the gods, Elohim) caused me to WBnder:O-i.e. 
led me to commence an unsettled life in a 
foreign land; � saying nothing about Jehovah, 
and the object of his wandering .!!:!!. revealed � 
Him"(the last italics, mine). 

What do you 
chosen him? 
kept him? 

think about Abraham now? Would you have 
And, if you had chosen him, would you have 

All of this leads us to a final lesson, which has to do with 

E. The character of God. 

First • • • 

1 .  As to His grace .  

We see this in His choice of Abraham -- and also in 
His choice of us. And in the fact that He kept 
Abraham (He did not discard him for someone else) , 
but also in the fact that He keeps us. 

Remember 1 Cor. 1 : 26-31 . 

What the Lord did through Abraham is not to the 
glory of Abraham, but to the glory of Godl He was 
a trophy of God' s  grace, and an illustration of 
how far the Lord in His grace will go l 

2.  As to His sufficiency. 

Before Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees, he asked 
himself the question, Will the Lord be sufficient 
for anYthing that � arrae in S! life? And his 
answer was , For most thingS, but � for all. 

But now we see that the Lord can not only care for 
Abraham and Sarah, but He can overrule in the com
plications that are brought about by Abraham' s  un
belief. 
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The Lord was glvlng the answer for the future 
descendants of Abraham and for every child of God 
down to the present hour -- and to the end of time ! 
� i!!. alwa.ys sufficient for !ESl. and everything! 

He even straightened things out between Abraham and 
Abimelech! 

The Lord is greater than all of the unbelievers in 
the world, 

and greater than His people, in the worst of their 
failures !  

Concl: Where do we stand in relation to a chapter like this? 

Are we keeping our eyes on Him? Do we know that His purposes 
can never fail because He can never fail? 

Have we known the Lord a long time, and yet it is obviouB when 
people look at our lives, and/or listen to our talk, that we 
know very little about trusting Him, about doing His wilL for 
His glory? 

Then let us learn from Abraham' s  experience, and ask the Lord 
to take us and make us what He wants us to be. 


